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4 Armenian Soldiers Killed by Azeri Aggression
Azerbaijan Reports 12 Dead and 5 Wounded

N ¥
<JUNIOR SERGEANT
3 Sl&BAT GABRIELYAN. .

JUNIOR SERGEANT
GRISHA MATEVOSYAN

YEREVAN -- The Armenian Min-
istry of Defense reports the deaths of
four servicemen due to the fierce fight-
ing that continued on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border in Tavush region of
Armenia.

According to the press secretary
of Armenia's Ministry of Defense,
Shushan Stepanian, Armenian Armed
Forces Major Garush Hambartsumyan
and Captain Sos Elbakyan, as well as
conscripts, Junior Sergeant Simbat G.
Gabrielyan and Junior Sergeant Grisha

Vahani Matosyan were killed by enemy
fire in the Armenian-Azeri border.

In addition, according to the au-
thorities in Yerevan, Azerbaijani forces
continued to deliberately shell two Ar-
menian border villages on Monday,
targeting civilian infrastructures and
population, and expanding the geogra-
phy of escalation.

The escalation of the hostilities
started due to Azeri soldiers attempt-
ing to cross the Armenia-Azerbaijan
state border in a UAZ military jeep in

SDHP Central Committee Chairman,
Dr. Sarafian Urges All to Support
Armenian Government

By Sako Aryan

In an exclusive interview with
Massis Post, Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party Central Committee
Chairman, Dr. Hampig Sarafian urges
Armenians around the world, to rally
around the government in Armenia,
especially during the COVID-19 glo-
bal pandemic.

During the interview, a wide range
of issues related to current events in
the homeland, diaspora, and the United
States were discussed.

Speaking about the health condi-
tions in Armenia, Dr. Sarafianrevealed
that the new nature of the virus, the
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic,
was a great challenge not only for a
small country like Armenia, but also
for the most developed and powerful
nations in the world — each nation tried
to fight against it in its own way or
within its means. There are some that
were able to effectively control and
limit the risks, but there are also others
where the virus is still out of control.
“Unfortunately, Armenia is one of the
latter,” said Dr. Sarafian. “If we talk

about responsibility, I think that both
the government and the public are
equally responsible for today’s diffi-
cult situation. First, as in many coun-
tries, there was not much concern
about the virus in Armenia in the early
days, and it was assumed that it might
not even reach Armenia. However,
even though Armenia is a besieged
nation and has only two narrow border
crossings, the infection reached Ar-
menia anyway, both by air and by
land,” he added.

the eastern Tavush region on July 12,
2020, atapproximately 12:30 p.m. After
warning shots by Armenian forces,
the Azerbaijani soldiers abandoned their
vehicle and returned to their positions.
At 1:45 p.m., Azerbaijani soldiers at-
tempted to attack the border post of
the Armenian Armed Forces using ar-
tillery fire but were stopped by the
Armenian side and forced to retreat,
suffering casualties. Atapproximately
11 p.m., the Azeris resumed shelling,
using 82mm mortar and tank fire near
the same military post.

After several hours of calm, spo-
radic fighting resumed in the morning
hours of July 13.

The State Department of the
United States issued a statement con-
demning the violence along the Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan international border. The
statement urged the sides to stop using
force immediately and to use the exist-
ing direct communication links be-
tween them to avoid further escalation
and strictly adhere to the ceasefire.

The statement stressed that, as a
Co-Chair of the OSCE Minsk Group,
the United States remains strongly
committed to helping the sides achieve
a lasting, peaceful settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and will
remain actively engaged in efforts to

Continued onpage 2

Armenia Extends

State of Emergency
for Another Month

YEREVAN— The Armenian gov-
ernment on July 13 moved to extend its
state of emergency by another month
due to the continuing coronavirus cri-
sis in the country.

This is the fourth time Armenia,
which has one of the highest
coronavirus infection rates in the
world, has extended the state of emer-
gency that was first declared in March.

The state of emergency allows
authorities to enforce the mandatory
wearing of face masks in public areas
as well as other antivirus measures.

At aspecial government meeting,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said
that Armenia’s current legislation
leaves no other option for the govern-
ment to continue to fight the outbreak
in an effective way.

“The constitution of our country
requires that emergency measures be
taken in case of threats to public health,
but besides the state of emergency we
have no other effective instrument.
Consequently, if we do not extend the
state of emergency, our anti-epidemic
package of measures will lose its force
de jure. That’s why we simply have to
extend it,” Pashinyan said.

However, Pashinyan said that his

Continued onpage 2

Armenian Council of America
Condemns Azeri Aggression

The Armenian Council of America
condemns the military aggression ini-
tiated by Azerbaijan towards Armenia.

Over the past two days, the state
of Azerbaijan, under the dictatorship
of Ilham Aliyev, has been assaulting
Armenia on the pretext of self-de-
fense. As a result, 4 Armenian sol-
diers were killed by enemy fire in the
Armenian-Azeri border. ACA ex-
presses its deepest condolences to the
Armenian soldiers’ families who paid
the ultimate price due to Azeri
dictatorship’s aggression.

For many years, Azerbaijan has
broken the tri-lateral ceasefire when
the Aliyev dictatorship is in one way or
another in trouble. This time, Azeri
dictatorship has targeted the north-
eastern border of the Republic of Ar-
menia, shelling peaceful civilian homes
and infrastructure, to distract the Azeri
people from its failed domestic poli-
cies in the age of COVID-19.

ACA has repeatedly raised con-
cern over the disturbing increase in
Azeri violations of the ceasefire along
the contact line with Nagorno-Karabakh
(Artsakh) and Armenia. Yet, the inter-
national community remained silent
within and outside of the OSCE Minsk
group framework in condemning the
Azeri dictatorship’s disregard to the
goal of peace within the region.

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF
AMERICA

ACA calls on the U.S. govern-
ment to forgo standard call for re-
straint on both sides and forcefully
condemn the unprovoked aggression
unleashed by the Azeri military. When
and only when the Azeri aggression is
halted, can trust building measures
between the two sides take place; a
key component of which is the inclu-
sion of the democratically elected rep-
resentatives of the Nagorno Karabakh
Republic in the peace talks.

The Armenian Council of America
is committed to promote the civic and
civil rights interests of the Armenian
American community, and to cham-
pion the causes and concerns of the
Armenian-American community within
local, state, and federal governments.
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European Court Rejects Injunction Sought
By Ousted Armenian Judges

The European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) on Wednesday, re-
fused to issue an “interim” injunction,
as requested by the former chairman
of'the Constitutional Court of Armenia
Hrayr Tovmasyan and three former
judges, that would freeze the imple-
mentation of constitutional changes
adapted by the Armenian Parliament.

The changes passed by the Na-
tional Assembly on June 22, and imple-
mented on June 26, stipulate that Hrayr
Tovmasian must resign as the court’s
chairman remain but remain one of its
nine judges. They also mandate the
replacement of three other judges who
had taken the bench in the 1990s.

In a statement issued late on
Wednesday, the ECHR said it has re-
jected the “interim measure” requested
by the plaintiffs because it saw no
“risk of serious and irreparable harm”
to them.

The Court decided to reject the
request as outside the scope of Rule
39 of the Rules of Court, since it did
not involve a risk of serious and ir-
reparable harm of a core right under
the European Convention on Human
Rights.

The ECHR explained that the
Constitution of Armenia, amended in
2015, provides for a 12-year term of
office of judges of the Constitutional
Court and a 6-year term of office of
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the Chairman of the Constitutional
Court. However, the transitional pro-
visions stipulated that judges of the
Constitutional Court appointed before
the entry into force of constitutional
amendments would remain in their old
positions until retirement, similarly, the
President of the Constitutional Court
should retain his mandate until retire-
ment. Consequently, Armenian Parlia-
ment decided to amend the Constitution
and establish a 12-year term for the
judges of the Constitutional Court, re-
gardless of when they were appointed,
and to limit the term of office of the
Chairman of the Constitutional Court to
6 years. A referendum was called, which
did not take place due to the COVID-19
epidemic, the changes were adopted by
parliament and entered into force.

The constitutional amendments,
terminated the powers of Hrayr
Tovmasyan as the Chairman of the
Constitutional Court, as well as the
powers of Hrant Nazarian, Felix
Tokhyan and Alvina Gyulumyan as
judges of the Constitutional Court.

“Although the applicants’ request
for an interim measure has been found
to be out of scope, it is still open to
them to lodge an application and to
pursue their complaints before the
Court,” read the ECHR statement.
“When required, the Court may decide
to give priority to certain applications.”

Armenia Extends State of Emergency

Continued frompage 1

government plans legislative changes
that will make it possible to continue to
fight the virus beyond August 12 with-
out again extending the state of emer-
gency.

“We understand that the state of
emergency cannot and should not be
extended indefinitely, and we have
decided that a legislative package will
be drafted in the meantime to enable us
to use these instruments [against the
outbreak] not under an extended state
of emergency, but under an emer-
gency situation which will imply a
much lighter regime in terms of re-
strictions and will focus on anti-epi-
demic measures,” Pashinyan said.

The extension of the state of
emergency is scheduled to be dis-
cussed in parliament where Pashinian’s
My Step bloc has a commanding ma-

jority.

Meanwhile, Health Minister Arsen
Torosyan has reported slight improve-
ment in COVID-19 situation in Arme-
nia in the last few days.

He noted that 1,255 new cases
were recorded Friday, Saturday , Sun-
day and total number of infections has
reached 32, 151 people. 1,651 patients
have recovered at the same time period
for a total of 19,865.

The official COVID-19 death
toll stands at 573 as of July 13. The
figure does not include 183 deaths
that the Armenian Health Ministry
says have been caused by preexist-
ing conditions.

Speaking about the workload of
hospitals, the minister noted that the
number of severe and extremely se-
vere cases again remains high — 650
people, of which 43 are connected to
ventilation devices..
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Armenia Joins International Community
Condemning Conversion of Hagia Sophia
Into a Mosque

YEREVAN -- Armenia has joined
International community to condemn
Turkish government's decision to con-
vert Hagia Sophia into a mosque. "We
express our deep concern about the
decision of the authorities of Turkey to
convert Hagia Sophia, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, into a mosque."
MFA Spokesperson Anna Naghdalyan
said in a statement.

"Hagia Sophia is not merely a
historical and cultural monument.
Throughout its history, it has been
bearing diverse religious, cultural and
political significance.

"Granting a museum status to
Hagia Sophia and inscribing it on the
UNESCO World Heritage List symbol-
ized cooperation and unity of human-
kind instead of clash of civilizations.
Regrettably, the recent decision of the
Turkish authorities brings to a close
this important mission and symbolism
of Hagia Sophia.

"This decision creates a danger-
ous precedent for substantial changes
of the purpose and the meaning of the
UNESCO World Heritage Site. This
situation calls for close monitoring by
the international community, particu-
larly the UNESCO, for the preserva-
tion of historic sites with such status
in the territory of Turkey". The state-
ment read.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on Friday formally converted
the building back into a mosque and
declared it open for Muslim worship,
hours after a high court annulled the
1934 decision turning it into a museum.

Erdogan has frequently used the

debate over Hagia Sophia to drum up
support for his Islamic-rooted party.
The decision has provoked deep dis-
may among Orthodox Christians.

The World Council of Churches
has written to Turkey's president ex-
pressing “grief and dismay” over
Turkey's decision to change the status
of Istanbul's landmark Hagia Sophia
from a museum to a mosque.

As a World Heritage museum,
“Hagia Sophia has been a place of
openness, encounter and inspiration
for people fromall nations,” loan Sauca,
interim secretary general, said in the
letter released Saturday by the Geneva-
based group.

French Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian also said France “de-
plores” Turkey’s decision on Hagia
Sophia.

“These decisions cast doubt on
one of the most symbolic acts of mod-
ern and secular Turkey,” the minister
said in a statement.

“The integrity of this religious, ar-
chitectural and historic jewel, a symbol of
religious freedom, tolerance and diver-
sity, listed as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, must be preserved,” he said. "Hagia
Sophia must continue to represent the
plurality and diversity of religious heri-
tage, dialogue and tolerance.”

The colossal Hagia Sophia was
built 1,500 years ago as an Orthodox
Christian cathedral and was converted
into a mosque after the Ottomans con-
quered Constantinople, now Istanbul,
in 1453. The secular Turkish govern-
ment decided in 1934 to make it a
museum.

4 Armenian Soldiers Killed by Azeri Aggression

Continued frompage 1

accomplish that goal. The State De-
partment noted that the United States
joins the Minsk Group Co-Chairs in
calling for the sides to resume sub-
stantive negotiations as soon as pos-
sible and in emphasizing the impor-
tance of returning OSCE monitors to
the region as soon as circumstances
allow.

For its part, Russia stated through
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov on
Tuesday that it remains “deeply con-
cerned” about the situation on the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani border.

Peskov also said Moscow is ready
to make “mediation efforts” to defuse

the tensions and facilitate progress in
Armenian-Azerbaijani peace talks. He
pointed to Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov’s “intensive contacts”
with his Armenian and Azerbaijani coun-
terparts.

Lavrov urged Yerevan and
Baku to immediately stop hostilities
and show “restraint” during his
separate phone conversations with
Zohrab Mnatsakanian and Elmar
Mammadyarov.

The Armenian and Azerbaijani for-
eign ministers also spoke on Monday by
phone with Josep Borrell, the EU’s for-
eign policy chief. Borrell tweeted after-
wards that he “underlined the need to
defuse tensions and cease fire.”
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Komitas: Divine Liturgy Album Celebrates the Musical Mastery
of an Armenian National Treasure

By Christine Aghakhanian

Three years ago, Ambassador
Tigran Mkrtchyan embarked on a jour-
ney to pay homage to the father of
Armenian classical music, Komitas
Vardapet, resulting in a rich musical
album titled Komitas: Divine Liturgy,
released by DELOS records on July
10.

After years of planning and col-
laboration led by the Ambassador, the
150th anniversary concert honoring
Komitas Vardapet and his Divine Lit-
urgy by the Latvian Radio Choir, under
the artistic direction of composer
Sigvard Klava, was held at St. John’s
Church in Riga, Latvia. The three-day
concert in September of last year, was
recorded, giving birth to the newly
released album with the musical ar-
rangement of composer Vache
Sharafyan, featuring Komitas’ final
works just before his deportation dur-
ing the Genocide.

The Latvian Radio Choir, the first
non-Armenian speaking mixed choir
to perform Komitas’ liturgies, is ac-
companied by award-wining soloist
Deacon Hovhanness Nersesyan (bass)
of the Araratian Pontifical Diocese and
tenor Armen Badalyan, both of whom
are graduates of the Komitas State
Conservatory in Yerevan, soloists at
the Armenian National Academic The-
atre of Opera and Ballet and vocalists
at the Etchmiadzin Cathedral.

Ambassador Mkrtchyan explains
that the inception of the project was
initiated when he asked the Latvian
Radio Choir to perform a few of
Komitas’ pieces during their concerts.
The performances were such a suc-
cess, that he was convinced the choir
could masterfully perform an entire

Ambassador Tigran Mkrtchyan

concert of Komitas’ works. That is
when conductor Sigvard Klava de-
cided to travel to Armenia and stay at
the Holy See of Etchmiadzin for inspi-
ration, along with the collaboration of
famed Armenian composer Vache
Sharafyan.

“He [Klava] wanted, he needed to
feel closer to the Armenian religious
life, spiritual music and Komitas,* said
Ambassador Mkrtchyan. “So, a few
days spentin Etchmiadzinand Yerevan,
meetings with Komitas scholars, visits
to religious sites in Armenia were of
immense importance to bring Mr. Klava
closer to Armenian culture. Later we
invited from Paris, Mkrtich
Mkrtchyan, a musician and Komitas
scholar, to work with the choir, to
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present the Armenian musical tradi-
tions and Komitas. The singers also
visited the Armenian Apostolic Church
in Riga and had a meeting with Ter
Khosrov Stepanyan, who presented
them the Armenian religious traditions
and spiritual music. Thus, it took three
long years to mature this project, and
then it was time to prepare for the
recording itself,” he added.

In 1892, Komitas began working
on the Divine Liturgy, his final work
with ten versions, all of which were
created for male choirs. The final ver-
sion, presented on the album, dates
from 1914-1915, just before Komitas’
deportation from Constantinople to a
prison camp in Cankin. Composer
Vache Sharafyan believes that the origi-
nal male version was written to be
sang during church liturgies while the
mixed choir version of the musical
score he transliterated to Latin is more
suitable for stage performances.

“The male choir and mixed choir
have very different types of the musi-
cality, timbres, colors etc.,” Sharafyan
explains. “It was important to create a
version of Komitas’ Liturgy based on
his male choir version that could be
sang by the mixed choirs, because
there are more mixed choirs in the
world. Meanwhile it was also very
important to keep the music as close to
the original male version of Komitas’
idea as possible and also to use the
richness of the vocal beauty of the
female and male voice combinations
and to create a complete mixed choir
version. I am sure that if Komitas had
a chance to work after 1915, he would
have definitely created such a version
himself. But unfortunately, after the
1915 Armenian Genocide in Ottoman
Turkey and until the end of his life in
1935, Komitas was in the hospital for
mental illnesses in Paris and never
wrote another note,” he added.

Ambassador Mkrtchyan dis-
cussed some of the challenges of hav-
ing a non-Armenian speaking choir
conduct the liturgies and attributes this
phenomenon to the fact that the liturgy
is written in Armenian for an all-male

W i

choir. He also explained how those
obstacles were overcome with a lot of
hard work and determination.
“Komitas Vardapet has left us
one of the most beautiful liturgies in

)

the history of music,” revealed Am-
bassador Mkrtchyan. “Soloists simply
have to be Armenian or be fluent in
Armenian as the parts for the tenor and
bass can be performed only by such
persons. But during our long and pains-
taking preparations, we managed to
address all of these issues, I hope, suc-
cessfully. First, Mr. Mkrtchyan worked
with the choir, also on their Armenian,
presented them nuances of Armenian
spiritual music. Then a Latvian scholar
of Armenian studies, Valda Salmina,
worked with them on their Armenian.
And eventually Vache Sharafyan worked
with the singers both before the concert
and during the recording. Therefore, |
dare say, the choir sounds like an Arme-
nian choir,” he added.

Composer Sharafyan talked about
his experience working on the album:
“I had great time working with the
Latvian Radio Choir and its choirmas-
ter Sigvards Klava. The Latvian Radio
Choir consists of wonderful musi-
cians and has a unique rich timbre and
ability to open and express the very
hidden spirituality and nuances in the
music. It was also very important to
have the Armenian wonderful soloists
Armen Badalyan and Hovhannes
Nersesyan ... They helped a lot to keep
the Armenianness of the whole sound.”

Komitas collected, transcribed
and researched more than 3000 pieces
of Armenian folk music. Most of it has
disappeared and only about 1200 pieces
are in existence today. He arranged
authentic folksongs of rural peasants
turning simple material into beautifully
sophisticated polyphony. It is said that
Komitas did for Armenia what Bartok
did for Hungary. He had a voracious
appetite for songs, and his transcrip-
tions reflect a remarkable ear,
seamlessly interweaving threads of
music, movement, and complex social
relationships.

Ambassador Mkrchyan believes

it is vital for the next generation to
preserve Komitas’ legacy: “I think, the
Armenian youth especially needs to
know more about Komitas Vardapet’s
contributions to the Armenian culture
and arts, because Komitas is one of the
strongest pillars on which Armenian
cultural identity is based,” he said.
“Thanks to him, we have several hun-
dreds of unique sacred and spiritual
songs, which he spared no effort to
collect from around the Western Ar-
menia. At the same time, Komitas hav-
ing studied in Europe, knew very well
what the uniqueness of Armenian cul-
ture was in the context of western
civilization and how best to present it
to international audience. I would say
that the more we know his music, the
more we know of him, the closer we
are to our roots,” he added.

The album itself is accompanied
by a booklet featuring the entire text of
the liturgy in Armenian translated to
English with Latin transliteration, al-
lowing the listener of the recordings to
sing along with the album. Also in-
cluded is Komitas’ autobiography
translated to English along with writ-
ten sections about the life and music of
Komitas by Vache Sharafyan and
Vache Barsoumian.

“Komitas summarizes the collec-

Composer Vache Sharafyan

tive consciousness of the Armenian
nation, our aspirations and pain,” said
Ambassador Mkrtchyan. “As we know
all of his music was created before
April 1915, before life stopped in the
biggest part of the historical fatherland
of Armenians, as the horrors of the
Armenian Genocide which he wit-
nessed were too much for a human
being to tolerate. I hope Komitas gets
a much wider and better recognition
worldwide,” he added.

Composer Sharafyanalso believes
Komitas’ work should be better known
around the world. He states that the
music of Bach, Mozart and Beethoven
is widely known because those men
were from European countries where
they had the opportunity to create art
that was performed for audiences all
over the world.

“Komitas was born in a country
where there wasn't real art life,” said
Sharafyan. “There was poverty, oc-
cupation, invasion, genocide, war,
there was the question of the existence
of the Armenian nation and no real art
life was possible in such a situation.

Continued onpage 4
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Lebanese Freedoms Not Immune to Ankara’s Encroachment

BEIRUT — Recent developments
have shown that even Lebanon, where
Turkey has no military presence or
shared borders, is not immune to
Ankara’s interference.

Lebanese political sources said
that Turkish prosecutors’ claims
against Armenian-born journalist
Neshan Der Haroutiounian for “insult-
ing” the Turkish president are part of
ongoing confrontations between Leba-
nese Armenians and Turkey, which is
accused of carrying out a genocide
against Armenians between 1914 and
1923.

Some Lebanese Armenians’ harsh
criticism of Turkey seems to embar-
rass Lebanese authorities, who have
tried to intimidate them into observing
certain “red lines.”

There are numerous external
forces pressuring Lebanon, starting
with Iranian proxy Hezbollah. Turkey
is now attempting to curb Lebanon’s
hard-fought freedoms, of which its
citizens are rightly proud, by also ex-
erting pressure on Lebanese authori-
ties.

On Thursday, Beirut referred Der
Haroutiounian to trial on charges of
“insulting” Turkey. The trial is set to
begin on October 8.

Lebanese news agency NNA said
that “according to information pro-
vided to the Public Prosecution Of-
fice, Der Haroutiounian will be re-
ferred to trial before the Court of
Publications Chamber in Beirut.”

A Lebanese journalist, who spoke
on condition of anonymity, said that
there were no grounds for the judicial
charges against Der Haroutiounian.

“This is a matter of a historical
dispute that has no prospect, knowing

The Arab Weekly

to begin on October 8,
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that it is about a great crime against the
Armenian people — a crime that Tur-
key refuses to recognise. This in itself
continues to provoke Armenians wher-
ever they are,” the journalist told The
Arab Weekly.

Der Haroutiounian hosted former
Environment Minister Wiam Wahhab
during the “Anna Heek” (This is how |
am) programme that aired on the Al
Jadeed satellite channel.

Wahhab, who is the head of the
Arab Tawhid Party, said in the inter-
view that the Turkish president was
“sly” before the campaign against Der
Haroutiounian began.

In response to Wahhab’s state-
ments, a Lebanese national intervened
in the programme and attacked Der
Haroutiounian, saying “Neshan, the
refugee, showed his racism,” refer-
ring to Der Haroutiounian’s Armenian
origins.

Der Haroutiounian responded
fiercely to the provocation, doubling
down on Wahhab’s position.

Lebanese freedoms not immune to
Ankara's encroachment

On Thursday, the Beirut public prosecutor referred Der
Hareutisunian to trial on charges of "insulting™ Turkey. The trial is sot a
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“A son of a million malicious
people ... Erdogan, the regime, the
Ottomans, and the Turks,” Der
Haroutiounian said.

“If you consider me a refugee,
then I am more Lebanese than you, and
I am proud of my country, Lebanon,
more than you are,” he added.

The Turkish Embassy intervened
in the dispute and mobilised dozens of
protesters to demonstrate in front of
the Al Jadeed TV station against “in-
sulting the Ottoman state and Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.”

The protesters raised Turkish
flags, chanted slogans in support of
the Ottoman Empire and Erdogan and
called on Al Jadeed TV and those in
charge of the programme to “apologise
for what happened.”

Under the hashtag “The New Ot-
tomans,” Facebook users posted vid-
eos showing protesters holding Turk-
ish flags and demonstrating in front of
the Al Jadeed TV building.

In early June, a similar online

campaign targeting Der Haroutiounian
was launched, with supporters of the
Turkish president hurling racist insults
and using a defamatory hashtag on
Twitter in response to his criticism of
Erdogan.

Observers said that Turkey has
succeeded in exploiting Lebanon’s po-
litical vacuum that has been caused by
mounting social and economic crises.

Ankara, according to observers,
managed to infiltrate the country and
create a lobby to silence critics of
Ottoman history and Erdogan’s ex-
pansionist policies in the region, by
which Lebanon, like Syria and the rest
of the Mediterranean countries, is af-
fected.

Observers warned of the risks
Der Haroutiounian’s trial could pose,
not only to Lebanon but to the entire
region. They pointed out that Turkey
is seeking to create media, political and
legal lobbies to prevent any criticism
of its old and new colonial policies.

Ankara is also trying to advance a
self-serving agenda, a reality that func-
tions in the same radical and intransigent
way as anti-Semitism and exposes the
critics of the Ottoman Empire to legal
charges, the observers said.

The Turks benefit from Muslim
Brotherhood support in the region, as
they glorify Ottoman history at the
expense of Arab countries — a trend
that is especially harmful in the Libyan
conflict.

Thistrend is also seenin Ankara’s
expanding influence in Tunisia, Yemen
and Somalia. Islamists in these coun-
tries consider Turkish expansionist
manoeuvres to be a “victory” for them
and their vision of the Arab and Islamic
world.

SDHP Central Committee Chairman

Continued frompage 1

Dr. Sarafian indicated that the
misinformation about the disease
played a role when many in the public
did not take the matter seriously, help-
ing the virus to spread more rapidly.

Discussing the current political
climate in Armenia, Sarafian stated
that the former ruling elite continues to
discredit the current government.
“During the past two years, through
the dissemination of misinformation,
they [former rulers] are trying to cre-
ate the impression that there is anarchy
in Armenia and that the situationis only
getting worse. Of course, the pan-
demic came to make that noise even
louder. Today, the opportunism shown
by the opposition forces, especially
the previously discredited parties, is
unacceptable.”

Concerning the position of the
SDHP, the Party Chairman stated: “In
regards to the above concerns, the
Hunchakian Party calls for consolida-
tion, not division, because we are truly
concerned about developments in Ar-
menia, and in particular, the calls and
actions of the opposition parties who
are hoping that all this will lead to the
overthrow of the current government,
and that they will return to power. We
believe that such an approach is short-
sighted and detrimental to our home-
land, because whoever is in power

today will face these same problems
tomorrow, and these problems will not
be solved without a national approach.”

Regarding the upcoming US elec-
tions and the opinions of the Armenian
community in the US, Dr. Sarafian
stated, “American-Armenians are not
monolithic, especially when it comes
to American domestic life. Every Ar-
menian, like any other American citi-
zen, votes for the candidate whose
political, social, economic, and reli-
gious views he or she shares. How-
ever, when it comes to Armenia,
Artsakh, and the recognition of the
Genocide, the American-Armenian
electorate has almost always given
preference to the candidate who has a
pro-Armenian stance or who promises
to do so. Of course, history has shown
that many presidential candidates have
promised to recognize the Armenian
Genocide before being elected, but
after becoming president, they broke
their promise with various excuses.
We hope that the next administration,
based on the two resolutions of the
House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate in 2019, will develop a state policy
for the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide, and thus, the issue of the
Genocide will finally stop being a po-
litical speculation. As for the elections,
when we get closer to November,
community organizations will announce
their support for one of the major party

Komitas: Divine Liturgy Album

Continued frompage 3

Komitas studied in Berlin and found
and established an absolutely new ap-
proach to the music based on the
national value and discovered another
sense of harmony, polyphony, melody.
Throughout history we know many
examples when music of the great
composers are rediscovered later and
I am sure Komitas is the one whose art
is deserving to be discovered by the
world,” he added.

According to Ambassador
Mkrtchyan, future cultural events
and concerts in Estonia featuring the
Liturgy of Komitas and Tigran
Mansuran’s Requiem in Kaunas with
Grammy Award winning choirs have
been postponed due the to the COVID-
19 pandemic. “From amongst the sup-
porters I would like to thank specifi-
cally the Ministry of Education, Sci-
ence, Culture and Sport of Armenia for
acknowledging the significance of this
project and stepping in with its consid-
erable support,” said Ambassador

Mkrtchyan. “Sigvards Klavas was
hosted in the Holy See of Etchmiadzin
by the invitation of His Holiness
Catholicos Karekin II, the supreme
head of the Armenian Apostolic
Church. The Armenian Apostolic
Church in Riga and Ter Khosrov
Stepanyan did an amazing job in pre-
senting the Latvian Radio Choir with
Armenian spiritual music traditions and
I would like to thank Ter Khosrov for
that. [would like to thank also OrganiQ
company, and especially Ovik
Mkrtchyan and Mkhitar Mkhitaryan
for their generous support without
which this idea would not be realized.
Aram Arutyunyan was of great sup-
port as well. And also I would like to
thank our sponsors from Armenia, the
Balasanyan Family Foundation whose
contribution to the Armenian musi-
cians’ participation in this concert has
been vital.

For more information on Komitas:
Divine Liturgies, visit: www. https://
delosmusic.com/recording/komitas-
divine-liturgy/

candidates,” stated Dr. Sarafian.
“Of course, we can’t predict the
outcome of the presidential elections
yet, but it is safe to say, if Joe Biden
becomes president, there will be a
reshuffle of US domestic and foreign
policy and a drastic change in working

style in general. Of course, we would
like that more attention is paid to the
changes in our region, first in terms of
the Karabakh conflict, and second in
terms of the US-Iran relationship,
which will have a direct impact on
Armenia,” concluded Dr. Sarafian.
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Pasadena Unified School District

Armenian Dual Language Immersion
High School Program. (DLIP)

The program will be located at Blair School, home
to PUSD's International Baccalaureate programs.

2020-2021 Registration for the Armenian Dual Language ...
Immersion High School Program at Blair is now open! § 7

Immersion Program

PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Our Children. Learning Today. Lleading Tomorrow.

Register
Now!

- Armenian Dual Language
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