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Armenian Governments Sends Planeloads of Humanitarian Aid to Lebanon
Pledges Major Assistance to Beirut Armenian Community

YEREVAN -- Armenia has sent
the first planeload of humanitarian aid
to Lebanon following a massive explo-
sion in Beirut which killed at least 158
people and injured thousands of others
earlier this week.

About 12 tons of medication,
foodstuffs and other vital supplies in
boxes with an inscription “From
Armenia’s Heart To Beirut” were de-
livered to the Lebanese capital on board
a chartered cargo aircraft that left
Yerevan on Saturday evening. The first
planeload of humanitarian aid included
items that had been asked for by the

311 II."] i-i =
b
Lebanese government and was intended
for the people and the state of Leba-

non.

The Armenian government send
two more planeloads of humanitarian
aid to Lebanon in the following days.
The second and third aid supplies de-
livered on August 9 and 11 also include
items designated for the Armenian com-
munity specifically.

The government in Yerevan
pledged to provide relief aid immedi-
ately after the August 4 explosion at
Beirut’s sea-port warehouses.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan

Anna Naghdalyan “Once Again Turkey
Demonstrates Inability to Face its Past”

YEREVAN— Armenian Foreign
Ministry  spokesperson  Anna
Naghdalyan has responded to the Turk-
ish FM’s statements on the occasion
of the 100th anniversary of the Treaty
of Sevres. “The statement issued by
the Foreign Ministry of Turkey on the
occasion of the 100th anniversary of
the Treaty of Sevres once again dem-
onstrates the inability of that country
to face its past,” Naghdalyan said to-
day.

“Surprisingly, the current authori-
ties of Turkey, who never miss a
chance to praise their Ottoman heri-
tage, nervously react to the reference
of the Treaty of Sevres which the
same Ottoman Empire signed with a
number of states including the Repub-
lic of Armenia. The Treaty of Sevres
has been and will remain a historical
fact, which cannot be edited or wiped
away,” she said.

‘While evading to face its past
and urging others to “take lessons
from history instead of animosity”,
Turkey continues its traditional policy
of justifying the Armenian Genocide
and threatening the Armenian people
with new atrocities.

Turkey’s steps towards under-
mining the peace and security in our
region and its military posturing against
Armenia are part of the expansionist

policy of the Turkish Government
whichis aimed at destabilizingits neigh-
boring regions.

Only the reconsideration of such
policy and the capacity to face the past
by Turkey will pave a way for genuine
reconciliation between the peoples in
our region,” Anna Naghdalyan said.

Earlier, the Turkish Foreign Min-
istry said in a statement that “bringing
up the Treaty of Sévres which the
Turkish nation overturned 100 years
ago” is absurd.

It said “those who have the idea
of achieving ‘sneaky goals’ should
know that they will fail against Turkey’s
determination to maintain its survival
and national existence.”

described Lebanon as “one of
Armenia’s closest friends,” implying
the existence of a sizable and influen-
tial Armenian community in the Middle
Eastern state.

At least 13 members of the com-
munity were reportedly among the vic-
tims of the explosion and more than

250 were injured. The devastating blast
wave also destroyed or seriously dam-
aged many Lebanese Armenian homes.

The blast and its devastating con-
sequences have led to calls for the
evacuation of Lebanon’s ethnic Arme-

Continued on page 2

AEBU Beirut Provides

BEIRUT — Immediately follow-
ing the August 4th devastating explo-
sion in Beirut, three hospitals were
destroyed and two severely damaged,
causing the remaining hospitals to reach
capacity. Facing the crisis, Beirut’s
Armenian Educational Benevolent
Union (AEBU) immediately trans-
formed its Socio-Medical Dispensary
clinicinto anurgent care facility, where
medical professionals and volunteers
treated and helped the injured.

AEBU’s clinic, which is at the
heart of the hardest hit neighborhoods
in Beirut, with the help of volunteers
also delivered medicine, water and food
to elderly residents, established a food
bank, helped with the cleaning and the
start of a rebuilding process, and pro-
vided shelter to those in need near the
blast site.

On the evening of Friday, August
7, a special social skill support pro-

Urgently Needed Assistance

gram for the children of the impacted
neighborhoods, took place in front of
the AEBU center. It was organized by
AEBU’s psychologists, social work-
ers, and educators with the help of the
Dekhrouni Student and Youth Asso-
ciation members. The children sang
and danced in a happy atmosphere to
ease their anxiety, stabilize their men-
tal status (after the traumatic event on
August 4th), and create hope. At the
end, AEBU treated the children and
their parents with candy and refresh-
ments.

These are the latest benevolent
programs that AEBU Lebanon has pro-
vided to the Lebanese people who have
recently faced dire circumstances
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,
economic and political instability.

For those interested in donating
to AEBU’s efforts, please visit https:/
/aebu.org/donate.
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Armenian Government Extends Coronavirus
State of Emergency for Another Month

YEREVAN -- The government
announced on Wednesday that it will
extend a state of emergency by an-
other month to continue containing
the spread of the coronavirus in Arme-
nia.

Deputy Prime Minister Tigran
Avinyan said the government will at
the same time fully or partly lift its ban
on public gatherings and make it easier
for foreign nationals to enter the coun-
try. He also reaffirmed its plans to
reopen all schools and universities in
time for the start of the new academic
year.

“We have already devised vari-
ous models of how to reopen public
education institutions depending on the
epidemiological situation,” Avinyan
told a joint news briefing with Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

“Such program-based models
have also been devised for other
spheres,” he added in an apparent ref-
erence to libraries, museums and the-
aters which were also shut down in
March.

The decision to again prolong the
state of emergency comes despite a

major decrease in coronavirus infec-
tions reported by the health authorities
for the last two weeks. Pashinian said
that that the epidemiological situation
in Armenia is improving but remains
“serious.”

Pashinyan said he is worried that
the falling daily number of new cases
may be making Armenians more com-
placent about COVID-19. The authori-
ties should therefore continue strictly
enforcing social distancing and other
rules aimed at containing the epidemic,
he said.

Schools in Armenia to Reopen
on September 15

YEREVAN — Schools in Arme-
nia that have remained closed due to
the coronavirus pandemic since March
will open their doors to students on
September 15, according to Education
Minister Arayik Harutiunyan.

Harutiunyan said on Monday that
the issue was discussed by senior
government officials coordinating the
coronavirus state of emergency earlier
that day.

The minister added that voca-
tional training colleges, music and art
schools will also reopen on September
15.

All establishments must comply
with sanitary and hygienic rules set by
the government, Harutiunyan stressed.

According to the minister, deci-
sions on universities and a number of
other educational institutions will be
made within the next week.

“Authorities overseeing the state
of emergency, other our colleagues
and the ministry have jointly devel-
oped detailed procedures and guide-
lines on all issues, which will be pub-
lished and shared in the coming days,”
Harutiunyan said in a Facebook post.

“Dear teachers, parents and stu-
dents, in the coming weeks we must
work together to ensure a successful
start and a smooth course of the aca-
demic year, taking into account the
restrictions caused by the pandemic

and excluding media provocations,”
the minister added.

All schools, universities and other
general education institutions have re-
mained closed since the beginning of
the coronavirus epidemic in March
when they switched to distance learn-
ing to ensure the continuity of the
educational process.

The current state of emergency
in Armenia is due to end on August 12,
but the government plans to extend it
for another month.

The number of active coronavirus
cases in Armenia continued to de-
crease for the last week as the fatality
rate remained relatively high, accord-
ing to official statistics.

The figures reported by the Min-
istry of Health on Tuesday show that
for the first time since early June the
number of active coronavirus cases in
Armenia has dropped below 7,000.
160 new cases were reported and 7
more patients died from COVID-19
bringing the total number of deaths to
803.

According to the ministry, since
the start of the epidemic in March 234
other patients infected with the virus
died from other pre-existing diseases.

The daily number of officially
registered fatalities averaged approxi-
mately 15 from July 6 through July 24
after which a downward trend began.

Armenian Governments Sends

Continued frompage 1

nian nationals willing to relocate to
Armenia. Some opposition politicians
and public figures as well as Lebanese-
born citizens or residents of Armenia
have urged the Armenian government
tolaunch special Yerevan-Beirut flights
for that purpose.

The Armenian government

deligation headed by High Commis-
sioner Zareh Sinanyan, along with the
Republic of Armenia Ambassador to
Lebanon Vahagn Atabekyan visited the
Armenian Prelacy of Lebanon and met
with the Primate of the Armenian Dio-
cese of Lebanon Archbishop Shahé
Panossian.

The delegation highlighted the
fundraiser organized by the Hayastan

August 15, 2020

Fugutive Former Member of Armenian
Parliament Extradited from Russia

YEREVAN -- Russia has extra-
dited to Armenia a notorious Armenian
businessman and former parliamen-
tarian wanted by law-enforcement au-
thorities in Y erevan onrobbery charges.

Levon Sargsyan held a seat in the
Armenian parliament from 1999-2012.
He officially represented former Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian’s Republican Party
of Armenia (HHK) in the National As-
sembly from 2007-2012.

Sargsyan, 52, had been on the
run since the National Security Ser-
vice (NSS) accused him in October
2018 of masterminding a 2008 rob-
bery at the Yerevan house of Armen
Avetisyan, a former chief of the Arme-
nian customs service. The NSS claimed
that he hired an armed gang to break
into the house and steal cash and pre-
cious items kept there because of his
personal feud with Avetisyan.

Ten alleged members of the gang
were arrested, tried and given lengthy
prison sentences in 2011. The NSS
indicted Sargsyan over the robbery six
months after the 2018 “Velvet Revolu-
tion” in the country.

Sargsyan was reportedly arrested
by the Russian police near Moscow
last November. Armenian prosecutors
said in March this year that Russian
authorities have agreed to extradite the
man better known to Armenians as
“Alraghatsi Lyov.”

According to a spokesman for
Prosecutor-General Artur Davtyan,
Sargsyan was flown to Yerevan late on

Thursday.He was escorted by Arme-
nian police officers and arrested at
Yerevan airport, the official, Gor
Abrahamyan, announced on Facebook.

Armenian media for years linked
Sargsian to various scandals, violent
incidents and electoral fraud mostly
reported in a Yerevan district where
he lived and held sway. In 2009, for
example, a female journalist said that
the then influential parliamentarian
swore at her and had his bodyguards
physically attack her at a polling sta-
tion in the capital.

Sargsyan denied those claims.
He avoided prosecution even after in-
vestigators effectively implicated him
in a police cover-up of a murder com-
mitted in 2010. A police general was
arrested and jailed for that crime in
2012.

Sargsyan is one of several former
senior Armenian officials who moved
to Russia after the 2018 regime change
to avoid prosecution on various
charges. Moscow has not extradited
most of them.

The fugitives include two other
wealthy and influential members of
Armenia’s former leadership who had
earned the HHK many votes in elec-
tions. One of them, Mihran Poghosyan,
is the former chief of a state body
enforcing judicial acts, while the other,
Ruben Hayrapetyan, used to head the
Football Federation of Armenia. Both
men are facing corruption charges
denied by them.

All Armenia Fund specifically for the
Lebanese-Armenian community. The
parties discussed possible areas of as-
sistance, in particular the reconstruc-
tion of educational institutions. Mem-
bers of the Armenian delegation were
present at the meeting.

Later that day Sinanyan visited
the Chaghzoyan Center in Beirut and
met with ARF representatives. Am-
bassador Atabekyan and members of
the Armenian delegation attended the
meeting.

High Commissioner Sinanyan
also visited the office of the Lebanese
branch of the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party and met with the
chairman Sebouh Kalpakian, who noted
how important it is that the govern-
ment of Armenia and Prime Minister
Pashinyan are in constant contact with
the community, especially given the
current situation. After which the chair-
man discussed the SDHP’s activities
in Lebanon and in Armenia.

The High Commissioner rein-
stated the readiness of the Armenian
government to stand by the Lebanese-
Armenian community. He also stated
that one or two community institutions
will be rebuilt by Armenia’s efforts.
Furthermore, Sinanyan presented the
steps taken by the government for
repatriation, specifically the Law on
Repatriation, and the ongoing work to
establish a repatriation and integration
center.

Afterward, the members of the
delegation took a tour of St. Gevork
church and the adjacent medical cen-
ter where they spoke with representa-
tives of the Armenian community who
were affected by the explosion.

Later that day, the High Commis-
sioner paid a visit to the Tekeyan Cul-
tural Center in Lebanon.

He also visited the AGBU of-
fice and met with members of the
organization headed by Gerard
Tufenkjian.
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President Armen Sarkissian:
Treaty of Sévres Remains an Essential Document for the Right of the Armenian People

Reputable Syrian Al-Azmenah
published an exclusive interview with
the President of Armenia Armen
Sarkissian:

Question: Mr. President, Au-
gust 10 marks the 100th anniver-
sary of the the Treaty of Sévres
which after WWI was signed at the
Paris Peace Conference by the 13
victorious countries of the Entante
on one side and the defeated Otto-
man Empire on the other side. The
Treaty was called to solve the tor-
mented for decades Armenian Is-
sue and end sufferings of the Arme-
nians. Your opinion?

Answer: The Treaty of Sévres in
its essence was a peace treaty and with
this regard it really could have solved
fundamentally one of the thorniest for
our region problems — the Armenian
issue.

The Treaty of Sévres was pre-
ceded by the first conference, which
took place in February-March 1920 in
London where a political decision was
adopted that one, unified Armenian
state must be created. At the same
time, the Republic of Armenia, which
was de facto recognized on January
19, 1920 at the Paris Conference, was
accepted as its axle and some territo-
ries of Western Armenian under the
Ottoman rule should had been united
with it.

By the Treaty of Sevres, Turkey
was to recognize Armenia as a free and
independent state. Turkey and Arme-
nia agreed to leave demarcation of the
borders of the two countries in Erzrum,
Trabzon, Van, and Bitlis provinces
(vilayets) to the decision made by the
United States (the arbitral award of
President Woodrow Wilson which on
November 22 will also mark its 100th
anniversary) and accept his decision
immediately and all other proposals —
to provide Armenia with an access to
the sea and demilitarization of all Otto-
man territories adjacent to the men-
tioned border line.

Question: But the Treaty of
Seévres remained on paper...

Answer: | would rather say that
the Treaty of Sevres was not fully
ratified (which means it remains
unperfected and it is true that when it
comes to Armenia its decisions were
not implemented because the interna-
tional political situation had changed
but, at the same time, it was never
denounced either.

The Treaty of Sevres is a legal,
interstate agreement which is de facto
still in force because this document
became the base for other documents,
which derived from it, for determining
the status of a number of Middle East
countries after WWI or more recently,
among them Syria (currently Syria-
Lebanon) and Mesopotamia (currently
Iraq-Kuwait), Palestine (currently Is-
rael and Palestinian authority), Hejazi
(currently Saudi Arabia), Egypt, Sudan,
Cyprus, Morocco, Tunisia, and Libya.

Along with all this, the Treaty of
Sévres could have promoted the reso-
lution of the Armenian Issue and unifi-
cation of the Armenian nation on its
historical lands.

It could have partly mitigated the
losses inflicted on the Armenian people

by the Genocide of 1915 and thus
create conditions for the regulations of
the relations between Armenia and
Turkey and establishment of a lasting
peace among the peoples of our re-
gion.

But in September 1920, the ag-
gression unleashed by the Kemalists
against the Republic of Armenia ended
in the dissolution of the Armenian in-
dependent statehood and sovietization
of Armenia.

Thus, the centuries-long struggle
of the Armenian people for uniting in
one state entity the separated parts of
Armenia was unsuccessful.

But the Republic of Armenia and
Armenian nation spread all over the
world remain the inheritors and mas-
ters of our millennia-long history and
civilization. No matter what was done
or will be done, no matter how the
undeniable facts are being denied, no
matter how much the material monu-
ments and Armenian traces on the
territory of historical Armenia are be-
ing destructed, it is impossible to anni-
hilate the memory of the Armenian
people.

The Treaty of Sévres even today
remains an essential document for the
right of the Armenian people to achieve
a fair resolution of the Armenian issue.

Question: There is an opinion
that the Treaty of Lausanne of 1923
negated the Treaty of Sévres.

Answer: It is simply not true and
cannot be true. The Treaty of
Lausanne does not contain such an
annulment; moreover, it does not con-
tain any reference to the Treaty of
Sévres. The Republic of Armenia did
not sign the Treaty of Lausanne, thus
we are not a party of the Treaty of
Lausanne. Thus, it implies no obliga-
tion for the Republic of Armenia. In
this case, the international Res inter
alios acta principle (a thing done
between others does not harm or ben-
efit others). The Treaty of Sévres and
the Treaty of Lausanne are two dif-
ferent legal documents.

Question: Let’s get back to
our times. The Middle East, which is
an immediate neighbor for the coun-
tries of the South Caucasus, has
become a hot spot once again: armed
conflicts, civil wars, fight against
terrorism, territorial disputes. Bor-
der clashes took place on the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani line of contact in
mid-July which claimed human lives
and created extraordinary tension
between Yerevan and Baku.
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Answer: Yes, these days when
the entire world and we are fighting
against our common enemy, the
coronavirus pandemic, and regardless
of the fact that conflicts all over the
world have been halted, our neighbor-
ing country - Azerbaijan tried to take
advantage of the situation and use in
the negative sense this “window of
opportunity” to unleash aggression on
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border. For-
tunately, the Armenian Armed Forces
demonstrated their high battle-ready
spirit and literally in two or three days
were able to contain the encroach-
ments of the opponent and thus saved
our region from the blazes of large-
scale clashes.

Question: The UN, EU, OSCE,
various capitals made statement on
these extremely dangerous devel-
opments, urging the parties to main-
tain peace and dialogue. And only
Ankara’s tone was bellicose, in full
support of Baku’s actions.

Answer: It is true that the inter-
national community responded widely
to these events. It is especially true
with regard to Moscow, Washington,
and Paris - the Co-Chairs of the OSCE
Minsk Group on the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict. But the Tavush events raised
some serious concerns.

My first concern relates to a very
aggressive rhetoric of our southern
neighbor — Turkey. Turkey has been

using with regard to Armenia a kind of
language which is inappropriate in the
international relations. And this is ab-
solutely unjustified and irresponsible.
Keep in mind that this is the country
which was the scene of a great human
tragedy, the country which 105 years
ago executed a genocide against our
nation. And instead of trying to estab-
lish bridges with Armenia by recogniz-
ing those black pages of its history,
they resort to a language which in fact
reveals their intention to carry on with
what was done 105 years ago.

The second concern is
Azerbaijan’s attempt to create an im-
pression that Armenia poses a threat
to the international infrastructure
which is going through Azerbaijan.
This is total nonsense. These infra-
structure has been in place for over
20 years, and Armenia has never had
any intention to destroy it. My mes-
sage is the following: Armenia has
never been and will never be a threat
for anyone because we are the suc-
cessors of those who went through
the Genocide and survived. We know
all too well what suffering means,
we know the human values. I am
concerned that when the entire world
is fighting together against the
coronavirus pandemic, some are un-
dertaking inhuman actions.

Another concern is about official
statements coming from the govern-
ment of Azerbaijan or relevant struc-
tures on Azerbaijan’s threat to hit the
Metsamore nuclear plant. I am a physi-
cist and know very well the real con-
sequences of a strike on a nuclear
power plant. Thus, I take these state-
ments as an intention to carry out a
terrorist act which in international re-
lations is defined as nuclear terrorism.
God forbid it happens one day, we will
have a Caucasian Chernobyl. Not only
Armenia will be affected but everyone,
including Azerbaijan, Turkey, Geor-
gia, Middle East...

Regardless of what problems exist
between the country and neighbors,
playing with fire of nuclear issue is
unacceptable.

Istanbul’s Bilgi University to Provide Tuition
Discounts for Graduates of Local Armenian Schools

ISTANBUL -
- Istanbul’s Bilgi
University will pro- ==
vide special tuition |, -
discounts to appli-
cants who have
graduated from the
city’s Armenian
schools, Ermeni- !
haber.am quotes a
press release from fi
the Universality as
saying. :
The Bilgi Uni-
versity in Istanbul f8

jetnbtl el
uwjﬁﬂ"‘" e
e

e

has started admis-
sion, the schedule of which has been
changed due to the epidemic situation.
Due to this situation, applicants can
apply both online and by visiting the
university.

In addition to the discount pro-
vided by the Measurement, Selection

and Accommodation Center, a 25%
discount will be provided for gradu-
ated from Armenian colleges.

Graduates of Yesayan, Sahakyan
Nunyan, Kedronakan, Pangalti and
Surb Khach schools of Istanbul will
benefit from the discounts.
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Lebanon: A cry for Peace and Resuscitation

BYZAVEN KHANIJIAN
AMAA Executive Director/CEO

Rival powers in the region should
settle their differences on a negotiating
table and not on the dinner tables
of its peaceful and innocent popula-
tion.

The explosion that took the lives
of scores of innocent Lebanese and
wounded thousands in Beirut yester-
day is beyond devastating. Whether an
accident or the canning deliberate act
of evil hands and minds, the damage is
beyond extensive and bearable. The
resulting devastation and destruction
caused is so widespread and immense
that some describe it as unseen or
unexperienced during the 15-year civil
war.

A country severely suffering from
political, economic, financial and health
crisis has now experienced violence
and physical damage to life and prop-
erties. Our hearts cry for the victims of
the explosion and their families. It is
my hope and prayer that this does not
lead into widespread violence in a coun-
try that has for ages offered the illumi-
nation of education, freedom of move-
ment and expression, it’s natural beauty
and the warmth of its people to the
region and beyond. It is where my alma
mater is. May the victims Rest In
Peace and may the Holy Spirit console
loved ones and families with its power
which is beyond understanding.

Lebanon, now, more than ever,
desperately needs two things.

1) Peace, First And Foremost.

Since independence in the 40s,
and because of the abundant vital free-
doms that are alien to the region; the
atmosphere of free expression, free
press, free access and the beautiful
natural amenities the country is blessed
with and has offered, Lebanon has
been the focal point and center of all
clandestine and covert operations, in-
trigues and conspiracies plotted in the
region. This small, once majority Chris-
tian nation in the heart of the Near East,
lying on the shores of the Mediterra-
nean is tired of the rivalries and duels,
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strives and struggles carried out on its
soil. Lebanon today, beyond its cor-
rupt political elite, has been subjected
to collective punishment through di-
rect or indirect sanctions which have
suffocated its economy, paralyzed its
trade and is on its way to starve the
country and its population. In a hu-
manitarian spirit that is par with our
values, it is imperative that inhumane
sanctions in the region leading to and
resulting in the suffering of millions be
lifted immediately. Rival powers in the
region should settle their differences
around a negotiating table and not the
dinner tables of its peaceful and inno-
cent population. PEACE is imperative
and top priority in Lebanon and be-
yond.

2) Rebuilding the Nation.

Struck with the curses of politi-
cal, economic, financial plus COVID-
19 ailments, Lebanon now needs all
decent, loving and caring hands in the
world to come to its rescue. Emer-
gency assistance including, food, pro-
vision, medicine, shelter that was ur-
gently needed yesterday are supple-
mented today with the simplest of
needs; cover (glass or other) for the
shattered structural and moral win-
dows and doors of the country.

All destructive hands off Leba-
non.

This is an appeal to all peace
loving, compassionate and Christ cen-
tered hands and hearts to reach out and
save Lebanon and the region beyond.

The AMAA is committed to un-
abashedly continue its indiscriminative
emergency assistance to our commu-
nities in Lebanon injecting HOPE and
revival.

Thank you for your support.

Dr. Christina Maranci to Speak on “Ani
Cathedral, its Sculpture, and its Inscriptions”

FRESNO -- Dr. Christina
Maranci, Arthur H. Dadian and Ara
T. Oztemel Associate Professor of
Armenian Art Department of Art His-
tory at Tufts University, will give a
virtual presentation on “Ani Cathe-
dral, its Sculpture, and its Inscrip-
tions Revisited” at 7:00PM on Thurs-
day, September 3, 2020. The presenta-
tion is part of the Fall 2020 Lecture
Series of the Armenian Studies Program
and is supported by the Leon S. Peters
Foundation. All Lecture Series events
will take place online, and not face-to-
face, through the Fall 2020 semester.

Ani Cathedral is one of the most
famous monuments of Armenian ar-
chitecture, and indeed, of world archi-
tecture. But there is still much to be
learned about it. This lecture gives an
overview of the building, the way it
has been studied, and poses some new
questions. Building on my recent dis-
coveries of the frescoes in the sanctu-

ary, Dr. Maranci will focus on the
architecture, inscriptions, and sculp-
ture of the exterior.

Dr. Christina Maranci is Chair of
the Department of Art History of Tufts
University. She graduated from
Princeton University with a disserta-
tion on Medieval Armenian Archi-
tecture in Historiography: Josef
Strzygowski and his Legacy. She is
the author of The Art of Armenia: A
Critical Art History of Ancient and
Medieval Armenia, with a conclud-
ing chapter on cultural heritage (New
York and London: Oxford University
Press, 2018) and Vigilant Powers:
Three Churches of Early Medieval
Armenia (Turnhout: Brepols, 2015).
She has published numerous articles
and essays on Armenian art.

The lecture will be on Zoom Con-
ference, and registration is required.
Use this link to register: https://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesmaranci.
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Remembering Gregory E. Areshian
(1949 - 2020)

On August 1, 2020, the field of
Armenian archaeology lost one of its
most dedicated scholars, Dr. Gregory
E. Areshian. He was a member of the
UCLA community since 2001 serving
as the inaugural Director of the UCLA
Research Program in Armenian Archae-
ology and Ethnography, Assistant Di-
rector of the Cotsen Institute of Archae-
ology, Editor of Backdirt, a visiting
scholar, and an Adjunct Associate Pro-
fessor in the department of Near East-
ern Languages and Cultures.

Areshian’s archaeological career
started at an extraordinarily early age
with his first archaeological site visit to
Teishebiani (Karmir Blur) when he was
five years old. Due to his close familial
connection with archaeologist Boris
Piotrovsky, Areshian began to “work”
inarchaeological excavations every sum-
mer at the age of 11 and directed exca-
vations in his own trench at the age of
14. The enthusiasm of his youth carried
into his studies as he became the young-
est person to graduate with a PhD from
the Institute of Archaeology of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences of the USSR
in Leningrad (St. Petersburg) at the age
of 26 in 1975.

During his long and distinguished
career Areshian published more than
150 scholarly works in 5 different lan-
guages with his first peer-reviewed pa-
per published at the age of20. His work,
spanningthe Neolithic to the High Middle
Ages, was mostly devoted to topics in
the social sciences and the humanities,
including the archaeology of the Near
East, Eastern Mediterranean, southeast-
ern Europe, and Central Asia from the
Neolithicto the High Middle Ages. Other
publications focus on interdisciplinary
linguistic-archaeological-folkloric and
art-historical reconstructions of ancient
Near Eastern and Indo-European my-
thologies, interdisciplinary studies of
social contexts of the development of
ancient technologies, applications of
natural sciences in archaeology, as well
as theory and methodology in archaeol-
ogy and human adaptive responses to
changes in the natural environment.
Areshian also wrote on the interactions
between nomads and sedentary civiliza-
tions of Eurasia, long-term trends in
history and trajectories of social com-
plexity, visual arts and architecture of
Ancient Near East, Armenian history
and the ancient and medieval empires of
the Near East and Eurasia. His last edited
volume focusing on multidisciplinary
study of empires was published by the
Cotsen Press in 2013.

Areshian directed or participated

in a number of archaeological field
projects in Armenia, Georgia, Syria,
Egypt, and Central Asia. The UCLA-
IAEY excavations of the Neolithic settle-
ment of Masis Blur was his most recent
undertaking, but he is best known for
his work at the world-renowned Areni-
1 cave complex which produced the
oldest known examples of wine making
(6100BCE) andintact leather shoe (3600
BCE).

Areshian distinguished himself as
a successful institution-builder and ad-
ministrator at different levels, establish-
ing and directing the Center for Ar-
chaeological Research at Yerevan State
University, serving as Deputy Director
of the Institute of Archaeology and Eth-
nography ofthe Armenian National Acad-
emy of Sciences, the First Vice Director
General of the Directorate of Antiquities
of the Republic of Armenia, and Minis-
ter of State/Deputy Prime Minister in the
government of the independent Repub-
lic of Armenia. It was his passion for
Armenian archaeology, his dedication to
educating future generations of schol-
ars, and his ability to engage with people
outside of academia that resulted in the
establishment of the Research Program
for Armenian Archaeology and Ethnog-
raphy at UCLA.

He taught a variety of undergradu-
ate and graduate courses in history,
archaeology, and anthropology at the
University of Chicago, University of
Wisconsin, University of California at
Los Angeles, University of California,
Irvine, and Yerevan State University.

Since his 2016 return to living full
time in Yerevan, Armenia, Areshian be-
came a member of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences of the Republic of
Armenia and regularly taught and held
salons with students of the American
University of Armenia where he serves
as Professor of History and Archaeol-
ogy in the College of the Humanities and
Social Sciences.

His personal archive has made
permanent contributions to the Oriental
Institute at the University of Chicago at
the Gregory E. Areshian Reading Room,
as the Founding Director of the UCLA
Research Program in Armenian Archae-
ology and Ethnography (Research Cen-
ter for Armenian Archaeology), and as a
co-founder of ARAMAZD, the Arme-
nian Journal of Near Eastern Studies.

Gregory will be sorely missed by
his friends, colleagues, students, and
most of all, of course, by his family. He
is survived by his sons Alex and Tigran.

Kristine Martirosyan-Olshansky

Emily Uyeda Kantrim
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URGENT APPEAL

We stond in solidarity with our community in Beirut, ebonon.
The consequences of the fragic explosion on August 4 ore horrific,
Hothing con bring bock precious lives lost.
. Nor is it ansy ta restore homes, churches, community centers ond businesses damaged.
4 Butwe con lend o helping hand fo our hrothers ond sistars at the AEBU - Lehanon
wha ore doing the impossible to help the wounded ond the displaced following this disaster.

TOGETHER
let’s try to ease the pain and
RESTORE HOPE!

CLICK HERE AND DONATE
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