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Pashinyan —

Peace Can’t Be Achieved Through Unilateral Actions of Armenia

LONDON — Inaninterview with
BBC’s HARDtalk program, hosted by
Stephen Sackur, Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan said peace with
Azerbaijan cannot be achieved through
Armenia’s unilateral actions only. He
saidreal peaceis possibleif Azerbaijan
reciprocates Armenia’s efforts, add-
ing also that it was Azerbaijan that
attacked Armenia in July.

Considering that Baku claims the
opposite, and the international com-
munity hears two versions of the
events, the head of the Armenian gov-
ernment proposed the establishment
of an international mechanism to in-
vestigate ceasefire violations in the
Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict zone.

“I can understand the situation of
the international community that every
time hears mutual accusations about
who violated the ceasefire. And this
continues again and again for a long
time. That’s why we are proposing to
establish an international mechanism
for investigating ceasefire violations.
And this is a valid proposal by Arme-
nia,” Pashinyan said.

To the remark of the presenter
that nothing has changed in Armenia’s
position on Nagorno-Karabakh since
Pashinyan’s coming to power in 2018,
the Armenian leader said that “peace
can’t be achieved through unilateral
actions of Armenia.”

“We will be able to have real

peace if Azerbaijan reciprocates
Armenia’s efforts,” Pashinyan said,
accusing Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev of continuing his war rhetoric
and attempting to solve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict by force.

Pashinyan reminded that after
becoming Armenia’s prime minister
he proposed a “new formula for peace.”

“The formula is the following:
any solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict should be acceptable for the
people of Armenia, for the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh and for the people
of Azerbaijan. I am the first Armenian
leader to have ever said that any solu-
tion to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
should be acceptable for the Azerbaijani
people, too. But, unfortunately, the
Azerbaijani president didn’t recipro-
cate my proposal,” he said.

Responding to Stephen Sackur’s
remarks that his statement on “Artsakh
is Armenia. Period” was provocative
and nationalistic, the Prime Minister
said: “For thousands of years Artsakh
has been populated by indigenous Ar-
menian people.”

“The reality is that at the time the
conflict started, 80-90% of the popu-
lation was Armenian, and Azerbaijan
tried to cleanse the land of Armenians.

Continued onpage 3

Joe Biden: Erdogan is an Autocrat and
Must be Defeated

NEW YORK - Turkey on Satur-
day condemned as "interventionist"
comments that U.S. Democratic presi-
dential contender former Vice-Presi-
dent Joe Biden had made in December
when he advocated a new U.S. ap-
proach to the autocrat President
Ragib Tayyip Erdogan and support for
opposition parties.

Biden's comments to New York
Times editors resurfaced in a video that
made him the most popular topic on Twit-
ter in Turkey, where Erdogan has gov-
erned for 17 years and has good relations
with U.S. President Donald Trump.

Biden saysin the video he is "very
concerned" about Erdogan's approach
to Kurds in Turkey, intervention in
Syria, his partial military cooperation
with Russia, and access to U.S. air-
fields in the country, a NATO ally.

"What I think we should be doing
is taking a very different approach to
him now, making it clear that we sup-
port opposition leadership," Biden said
in the video and verified by a transcript
published in January by the Times.

"He has to pay a price," Biden
said at the time, adding Washington
should embolden Turkish opposition
leaders "to be able to take on and defeat
Erdogan. Not by a coup, not by a coup,
but by the electoral process."

In the interview Bidern empha-

sized that the US should coordinate
with allies onhow toisolate Erdogan's
actions in the region, particularly in the
Eastern Mediterranean in relating to oil
and a whole range of other things.

In response, the Turkish
president's communications direc-
tor Fahrettin Altun said the com-
ments "reflect games and an inter-
ventionist approach towards Tur-
key" and are inconsistent with cur-
rent diplomatic relations.

"We believe that these unbecom-
ing statements which have no place in
diplomacy by a presidential candidate
fromour NATO ally, the United States,
are unacceptable to the current admin-
istration too," he added.

Aliyev Complains to
Putin About New
Russian Military

Supplies to Armenia

MOSCOW — Azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev has expressed his
dissatisfaction with what he says was
the fresh delivery of Russian military
supplies to Armenia in the weeks that
followed the latest deadly fighting along
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border in
July.

In a statement released on Thurs-
day, the press service of the Azerbaijani
leader said that Aliyev raised the issue
during his telephone conversation with
Russian President Vladimir Putin last
night.

It said that the conversation was
initiated by Aliyev to discuss the issue
of military supplies to Armenia.

According to the statement,
Aliyev claimed that beginning on July
17, when the situation at the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border began to
deescalate, “Moscow has supplied
about 400 tons of military supplies to
Armenia.”

“The deliveries were made
through the territories of Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan and the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran,” Aliyev said, as quoted by
his press service, adding that military

Continued onpage 4

Turkey Reacts Angrily to Armenian Foreign
Ministry Statement on East Mediterranean
Supporting Greece and Cyprus

The diplomatic agencies of Ar-
menia and Turkey have renewed their
acrimonious exchange over the week-
end after official Yerevan voiced sup-
port for Greece and Cyprus in their
dispute with Ankara over the latter’s
Mediterranean gas and oil search ef-
fort.

“We closely follow the latest de-
velopments and naval mobilization in
the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean
caused by the Turkish illegal and pro-
vocative actions. This destabilizing
posturing in the Eastern Mediterranean
manifests continued aggressive and
expansionist policy that Turkey has
been pursuing in its neighboring re-
gions,” Armenia’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said in a statement released on
August 15.

“Wereiterate Armenia’s unequivo-
cal support and solidarity with Greece
and Cyprus and call on Turkey to de-
escalate the situation, respect the In-
ternational Law and cease all actions
within the Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) of Greece and Cyprus,” itadded.

The following day a Turkish For-
eign Ministry spokesman issued a state-
ment, claiming “an insidious alliance
that is being attempted to be forged
against Turkey.”

Hami Aksoy said that Armenia is
“ina fallacious perception of the global
geography and its place in it.”

“The issue at hand is the Eastern
Mediterranean, not Lake Sevan,” he
said in an acid comment.

“Following its provocative state-
ment on the Treaty of Sevres,
Armenia’s expressing an opinion re-
garding the Eastern Mediterranean this
time is a novel instance of imperti-
nence and irresponsibility.

“Coming after the examples of
the United Arab Emirates and France,
the fact that Armenia, a country with
no coastline to any sea, presumes itself
worthy of speaking about the Eastern
Mediterranean, unravels the dimensions
of an insidious alliance that is being
attempted to be forged against Tur-
key,” the Turkish Foreign Ministry
representative said.

Aksoy stressed that “no matter
what, Turkey will resolutely continue
to protect both its and Turkish Cypri-
ots’ rights in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean stemming frominternational law.”

“No alliance of malice will man-
age to prevent this. Those who think
otherwise have not learned their les-

Continued onpage 3
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Armenia Spends Over $300 Million On
Pandemic Relief Programs

YEREVAN -- The Armenian gov-
ernment has spent a total of about 150
billion drams (over $300 million) since
March on relief and stimulus packages
for businesses and individual citizens
affected by the coronavirus pandemic,
according to an official.

Economy Minister Tigran
Khachatryan said at a press confer-
ence on Friday that of this sum 93
billion drams (over $190 million) have
been allocated through banks in the
forms of loans.

“We decided to focus on specific
issues of each sphere and to direct
funds of support for targeted solutions
to emerging or existing and expected
issues,” the minister said.

Earlier this week the government
approved two more coronavirus aid
packages targeting sectors most af-
fected by the pandemic. Under these
programs assistance will be given to
the spheres of tourism and agriculture.

Khachatryan said that the
government’s support for the tour-
ism sector, which is facing problems
all over the world due to the
coronavirus pandemic, as well as re-
lated areas, including the hotel busi-
ness and public catering, will be aimed
at preserving jobs.

“We are dealing with a situation
where companies see their turnover
reduced by more than half. On the other
hand, in this situation they want to save
jobs and keep workers who are part of
their workforce,” the minister said.

Under this program monthly sup-
port will be provided to companies
with at least three employees. Those
companies that have retained at least
70 percent of their personnel during
the pandemic will receive from the
government a full salary of every third
employee. Otherwise, the government
will subsidize the salary of every fourth
employee.

“This is a very good message for

businesses thatif they are at the thresh-
old of having retained 70 percent of
their personnel they may hire new
employees and receive government
support for 33 percent instead of 25
percent of their payroll. So, they will
be able to offset a significant part of
additional financial expenditures for
expanding staff or increasing sala-
ries through government support,”
Khachatryan said.

Under the other programapproved
by the government this week assis-
tance will be provided to grape pur-
chasing companies and farmers. Be-
cause of the pandemic consumption of
wine and brandy has fallen, leaving
wine and brandy producers with less
revenue. Assistance under this pro-
gram will be provided in the form of
interest-free loans to farmers who sell
grapes to wineries and brandy-making
companies.

According to the minister, there
is no cap on the money provided for
pandemic reliefand stimulus programs.
“We have not reached a point where
we can say that if this limit is exceeded
we will not provide support,” he said.

He said that the government will
soon announce new programs of sup-
port to exporters and companies that
plan to be technically reequipped.

Former Yerevan Mayor Linked To
Large-Scale Money Laundering Case

Armenia’s National Security Ser-
vice (NSS) has opened a criminal case
into what it says was a case of large-
scale money laundering allegedly in-
volving former Yerevan mayor Gagik
Beglaryan.

According to the NSS, Beglaryan
is suspected of involvement in illicit
property deals in 2009 when he served
as Yerevan mayor as a result of which
the municipal budget lost 235 million
drams (over $482,000).

Beglaryan, a former member of
ex-President Serzh Sarkisian’s Repub-
lican Party of Armenia, in March was
already charged with corruption in
connection with illegal privatization of
municipal buildings, including kinder-
gartens.

The NSS statement also said that
although a Yerevan court has allowed
investigators to arrest Beglaryan, the
latter is not in Armenia and has been
put on the wanted list.

Beglaryan’s lawyer Hrant Ananyan
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service
(Azatutyun) on Tuesday that his client
was “surprised” by the announcement

of a new criminal case. He said they
were not aware of the case.

“As Mr. Beglaryan’s lawyer, |
have no information about this case.
Mr. Beglaryan has not received any
notification regarding this case either.
We learn about it from the media,” the
lawyer said.

The former mayor’s legal repre-
sentative stopped short of comment-
ing on the case in detail yet, but said
that as an expert he saw no grounds to
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European Bank Divests From Amulsar
Mining Project

YEREVAN -- Amid ongoing dis-
putes and heavy opposition by local
residents blocking the mining activi-
ties at the Amulsar mountain, the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment (EBRD), has announced,
that they will no longer provide fund-
ing to Lydian International’s contro-
versial gold mining project, which ex-
perts say, will destroy the area’s eco-
system.

The EBRD, based in London, has
provided funding for Lydian’s explo-
ration, drilling and environmental stud-
ies for the $400 million gold mine since
2009. According to ELARD, an inde-
pendent third party auditing firm, the
environmental impact assessment pro-
vided by Lydian last year, was incom-
plete and therefore a final determina-
tion could not be made on whether the
mining should resume.

Fidanka McGrath, EBRD policy

officer at CEE Bankwatch Network
stated that the EBRD owed the public
an official apology for their involve-
ment in the project and called Lydian’s
recent provocation of local protesters
as “despicable,” and a stain on the
bank’s reputation.

Although local residents and en-
vironmental activists have held peace-
ful protests at the Amulsar site for
over 2 years now, Lydian increased
its security against protesters in the
last week, leading to wide-scale ar-
rests of protesters by Armenian law
enforcement both at the site and in
front of government buildings in
Yerevan.

The Armenian government has
not yet released an official statement
on whether the project will continue.
As of now, over 27 thousand people
have signed a Change.org petition de-
manding closure of the mine.

Universities In Armenia To Reopen In
September, Education Minister Says

Armenianuni- =

versities closed be-
cause of the
coronavirus pan-
demic in March will
reopen their doors |
to students next |
month, Education |
Minister Arayik
Harutiunyan has f§
said.
Harutiunyan
made the announce-
ment after a meet-

ing on August 17

of senior government officials who are
coordinating the response to the
coronavirus pandemic.

Harutiunyan added that univer-
sity classes for freshman students will
open on September 1, while all others
will start on September 15.

"Universities themselves will de-
cide on how to organize courses, in-
cluding a hybrid way that will allow
online learning. Universities will pub-
lish details on their websites and will
provide additional information about
their curricula," Harutiunyan said in a
Facebook post.

Last week, Harutiunyan an-
nounced that classes in all secondary
schools in Armenia as well as in voca-

tional training colleges, music, and art
schools will begin on September 15.

He stressed that all educational
establishments must comply with sani-
tary and hygienic rules set by the
government.

All schools, universities, and
other general education institutions in
Armenia have remained closed since
the beginning of the coronavirus pan-
demic in March when they switched
to distance learning to ensure the con-
tinuity of the educational process.

The current state of emergency
in Armenia ends on September 11.
The government has indicated that it
will not extend it unless the coronavirus
situation takes a turn for the worse.

link Beglaryan to any money-launder-
ing crime.

Ananyan said that Beglaryan is
still receiving treatment abroad, with-

out specifying his whereabouts. He
found it difficult to say when the
former Yerevan mayor plans to return
to Armenia.
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AEBU Announces Its 2020-2021 Scholarship Fund Awardees

PASADENA - The Armenian Edu-
cational Benevolent Union (AEBU)
Scholarship Fund Committee proudly
announces its 2020-2021 award re-
cipients.

AEBU Southern California Chap-
ter grants annual scholarships to un-
dergraduate students of Armenian de-
scent, enrolled at an accredited four-
year university across the United States.
This year, the AEBU Scholarship Fund
Committee was very pleased to have
received a big pool of applications
fromhighly qualified candidates. Faced
with the pleasant challenge of going
through dozens of deserving applica-
tions, the review committee decided to
award six individuals instead of five, to
receive the $1500-award in recogni-
tion of their academic excellence and
community engagement.

Due to COVID-19 social dis-
tancing restrictions, the planned award
banquet will be replaced by a digital
broadcast. “We are very happy to have
had the opportunity to learn about our
promising and talented young Arme-
nians from all over the United States,”
said Vasken Khodanian, Chairman of
the AEBU Scholarship Fund Commit-
tee. “We are very proud of their
achievements and community service.
We wish them all continuous academic
success, bright professional future,
and humility in serving humanity.”

The AEBU 2020-2021 Scholar-
ship Fund’s awardees are:

SERA AINTABLIAN - Pasa-
dena, CA

Sera Aintablian has been a long-

time member of the St. Gregory Arme-
nian Apostolic Church in Pasadena,
AGBU Girl Scouts, Nor Serount Ar-
menian Folk Dance Group, and orga-
nizations within her local community.
She leads weekly Armenian lessons at
the church’s Sunday School and was
actively involved in organizing a book
drive to benefit the only Armenian
school in Fresno, California by donat-
ing more than 300 books in Armenian.
Sera will be attending UCLA, majoring
in Microbiology, Immunology, and
Molecular Genetics (MIMG).

ARMAN GHAZARYAN - Glen-
dale, CA

Arman Ghazaryan was born in
Armenia where he was engaged in
programs to help children with leuke-
mia and other blood diseases, provided
tutoring and support to children at
Nubarashen boarding school and the
Tigranashen community school located
in the bordering area with Azerbaijan.
After completing his first quarter at
UCLAin2016, Arman was called up to
active military duty in Armenia. He is
now back and ready to resume his
studies at UCLA, majoring in Business
Economics, with a minor in Statistics.

ALEXANDRA KASPARIAN -
East Williston, NY

Alexandra Kasparian is majoring
in Biology at Lafayette College on the
East coast with the goal of becoming a
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner.

Alexandra has been involved in
local youth organizations like AYF,
ACYOA, Camp Haiastan and her
church’s basketball team. She has also

been active in leading roles in several
campus organizations. And most im-
portantly she’s the founder and presi-
dent of the Armenian Student Associa-
tion at Lafayette.

DANIELLE KURKJIAN -
Altadena, CA

Danielle Kurkjian is an under-
graduate student at San Diego State
University studying for a bachelor’s
degree in nutrition and planning to
receive her master’s degree in Dietet-
ics.

Danielle has joined multiple orga-
nizations for promoting Armenian cul-
ture and organizing fundraisers to ben-
efit Armenian families inneed. Danielle
has also volunteered to serve the home-
less within her local community. At
SDSU, she became a member of the
ASA, to help Armenian students on
campus, encourage their educational
goals, and create a network for build-
ing relationships that could support
them through their professional lives.

EDGAR SAHAKIAN - Glen-
dale, CA

Edgar Sahakian will start his first
year at University of California, major-
ing in Biology, with a minor is Arme-
nian Studies.

Having lost his father, Edgar fo-
cused on his studies, and found strength
in community involvement and per-
forming arts. He’s an alumnus of and
a volunteer at the Lark Musical Soci-
ety. Edgar was recognized by the Glen-
dale Board of Education and the Com-
mittee for Armenian Students in Public
Schools. He received the Michael F.
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Escalante and Top Student Awards,
respectively.

MARKTOPOOZIAN - Fresno,
CA

Mark Topoozian is majoring in
Biology at the UCLA and preparing for
medical school.

Mark grew up engaged in numer-
ous programs benefiting the Armenian
and local communities.

He served on the Chamber of
Commerce Junior Board of Fresno,
learning about local politics and busi-
ness. During a visit to Armenia with
his family, Mark was involved in
philanthropic services to assist people
in the poor villages, building a house
through Knights of Vartan Fuller Cen-
ter, and delivering sporting apparel
to the village of Darbnik using pro-
ceeds from Farmer’s Market he or-
ganized in Fresno. This year, Mark
was nominated by the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society as Student of the
Year and honored at the Fresno Metro
Ministry’s annual banquet for initiat-
ing and directing the Food Recovery
Program.

Rep. Dina Titus Cosponsors H. Res. 452

WASHINGTON, DC -- On Au-
gust 14, 2020, Rep. Dina Titus (D-
NV) co-sponsored H. Res. 452, the
United States-Armenia Strategic Part-
nership Resolution, which welcomes
Armenia’s 2018 peaceful and demo-
cratic political transition, praises the
U.S.-Armenia strategic partnership,
and calls for upgraded bilateral coop-
eration on shared political, economic,
military, and development challenges.

H.Res.452, a bipartisan legisla-
tion spearheaded by Rep. Frank Pallone
(D-MA) and supported by the Con-
gressional Armenian Caucus, is ac-
tively advocated by the Armenian Coun-
cil of America (ACA).

“We thank Rep. Titus for co-
sponsoring this important legislation,”
said ACA Board Chairman Sevak
Khatchadorian “In spite of these un-
precedented times, we are confident
that more Representatives will soon
support H. Res. 452 leading to its

passage in the House of Representa-
tives.”

With Rep. Titus’ support, the
measure currently has 45 co-spon-
sors.

Contact your U.S. Representa-
tive and urge them to cosponsor this

important  resolution  http://

myreps.datamade.us

Turkey Reacts Angrily to Armenia

Continued frompage 1

sons from history. On this occasion,
Turkey would also like to remind that,
with all its means and capabilities, it
stands by brotherly Azerbaijan,” he
concluded.

Earlier last week Armenia and
Turkey exchanged acrimonious re-
marks on the centennial of the Treaty
of Sévres, a post-World War I docu-
ment viewed differently from Yerevan

and Ankara.

The 1920 treaty signed between
the Allies of World War I, a coalition
led by France, Britain, the United
States and others on the one side,
and the Central Powers, including
the Ottoman Empire, on the other
was never ratified by Turkey. If
implemented, it would, in particular,
have given Armenia a much larger
territory than it had, including ac-
cess to the Black Sea.

Peace Can’t Be Achieved

Continued frompage 1

And the conflict started from this
moment,” he stressed.

He added that “the Armenian po-
sition is not nationalistic, because “Ar-
menians of Nagorno Karabakh are un-
der existential threat.”

Regarding the mid-July deadly
fighting at the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border, Pashinyan said: “Azerbaijan
started a military attack against Ar-
menia. It wasn’t a separate action.
For a long time the Azerbaijani presi-
dent has developed a bellicose rheto-
ric, saying that he is going to solve
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict us-
ing military force. As a result of that
bellicoserhetoric the Azerbaijani gov-
ernment is facing the challenge to
explain to their own society why
they couldn’t solve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict through force.”

Asked which way he’s gong to
take the country, given that Armenia is
in a tough neighborhood, the Prime
Minister said: “Russia is our strategic
partner in terms of security. We are
members of the Eurasian Economic
Union, and we have Comprehensive
and Enhanced Partnership Agreement
with the EU, and the latter is our main
partner in our reforms agenda.”

At the same time, he said, we
have good cooperation with NATO
and participate in peacekeeping mis-
sions in Afghanistan, Lebanon and
Kosovo.

“We alsohave goodrelations with
Iran and we are doing our best to keep

our good relationship with the United
States. We are fully devoted to our
international commitments,” PM
Pashinyan stated.

Responding to a question about
Coronavirus pandemic in Armenia,
Pashinyan disagreed with accusations
that his government’s handling of the
pandemic was a failure, saying it was
still too early to draw conclusions and
make assessments.

“I think it is too early to have
conclusions because unfortunately the
pandemic is an evolving situation all
over the world,” Pashinyan stated.

He said that the Armenian
government’s strategy on tackling the
pandemic was designed appropriately
for the country. “Let’s make a conclu-
sion when globally the pandemic would
be defeated”, he said.

When asked why he was seen
without a mask at a banquet in
Nagorno-Karabakh in the midst of the
epidemic, while he personally shamed
citizens for not observing the mask
regime, Pashinyan said that he fol-
lowed the rules of the territory where
the reception was held.

“On that day, we acted in accor-
dance with the rules that existed in
Nagorno-Karabakh,” the Prime Minis-
ter said.

Pashinyan, other high-ranking
officials of Artsakh and Armenia were
seen without masks on the May 21
open-air banquette in the Nagorno-
Karabakh capital of Stepanakert after
the inauguration of the newly elected
President Arayik Harutyunyan.
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FRESNO -- Dr. Ohannes Kiligdagi
has been named as the 17th Henry S.
Khanzadian Kazan Visiting Professor
in Armenian Studies for the Fall 2020
semester at Fresno State. Dr. Kili¢gdagi
is a 2014 graduate of Bogazi¢i Univer-
sity in Istanbul, where he completed a
Ph.D. titled “Socio-Political Reflec-
tions and Expectations of the Ottoman
Armenians after the 1908 Revolution:
Between Hope and Despair.”

Dr. Kili¢dagi was the Nikit and
Eleanora Ordjanian Visiting Professor
at Middle Eastern South Asian and
African Studies (MESAAS) at Colum-
bia University for Spring 2020. He was
accepted between 2017 and 2019 as a
post-doctoral fellow by the Center for
Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard
University and completed a pre-doc-
toral fellowship (2011-2012) at the
Armenians Studies Program, Univer-
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

Dr. Kiligdagi will teach a course
on “Awakening, Death, and Survival:
The History of Ottoman Armenians in
Modern Times” during the Fall 2020
semester. The course will follow the
trajectory of Armenians in Ottoman-
Turkish society from the early nine-
teenth century to the present. The
history of Armenians in the late Otto-
man Empire is a tale of ebb and flows,
hopes and frustrations. Their history
in modern Turkey, on the other hand,
is about the struggle to survive and
silent resistance to complete disap-
pearance. This course examines this
oscillating history between hope and
despair and their effort to exist in their
homeland, and in this struggle how
they invented the ‘third way’ of being
Armenian in Turkey, besides in the
Diaspora and in the nation state, Arme-
nia, Soviet or not.

While at Fresno State, Dr.
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Dr. Ohannes Kiligdagi Named as the 17th
Kazan Visiting Professor in Armenian Studies
at California State University, Fresno

Kiligdagi will give three public lec-
tures, the first one on “‘Living To-
gether Requires Dying Together”’:
Conscription of Armenians into the
Ottoman Army after the 1908 Revolu-
tion.” It will take place virtually on
Friday, September 18. The talk will be
about how Armenians, along other non-
Muslims started to be enlisted into the
Ottoman army and served there as
soldiers and officers after the 1908
Revolution, and the restoration of the
constitution and parliament.

Dr. Kili¢dagi’s special inter-
ests are the history of non-Muslims
in the Ottoman Empire and Turkey,
intercommunal relations in multi-
ethnoreligious societies, citizenship
and minorities, the history of citi-
zenship and military service, his-
torical sociology, and the philoso-
phy of history. He has been writing
a column in Agos, an Istanbul bilin-
gual weekly Armenian newspaper
established by Hrant Dink and his
friends, since 2011.

For information about Dr.
Kili¢dagi’s lectures please follow Ar-
menian Studies on its Facebook page,
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.

Dr. Christina Maranci to Speak on “Ani
Cathedral, its Sculpture, and its Inscriptions”

FRESNO — Dr. Christina
Maranci, Arthur H. Dadian and Ara T.
Oztemel Associate Professor of Ar-
menian Art Department of Art History
at Tufts University, will give a virtual
presentation on “Ani Cathedral, its
Sculpture, and its Inscriptions Revis-
ited” at 7:00PM on Thursday, Septem-
ber 3,2020. The presentation is part of
the Fall 2020 Lecture Series of the
Armenian Studies Program and is sup-
ported by the Leon S. Peters Founda-
tion. All Lecture Series events will take
place online, and not face-to-face,
through the Fall 2020 semester.

Ani Cathedral is one of the most
famous monuments of Armenian ar-
chitecture, and indeed, of world archi-
tecture. But there is still much to be
learned about it. This lecture gives an
overview of the building, the way it
has been studied, and poses some new
questions. Building on my recent dis-
coveries of the frescoes in the sanctu-

ary, Dr. Maranci will focus on the
architecture, inscriptions, and sculp-
ture of the exterior.

Dr. Christina Maranci is Chair of
the Department of Art History of Tufts
University. She graduated from
Princeton University with a disserta-
tion on Medieval Armenian Architec-
ture 1in Historiography: Josef
Strzygowski and his Legacy. She is
the author of The Art of Armenia: A
Critical Art History of Ancient and
Medieval Armenia, with a concluding
chapter on cultural heritage (New Y ork
and London: Oxford University Press,
2018) and Vigilant Powers: Three
Churches of Early Medieval Armenia
(Turnhout: Brepols, 2015). She has
published numerous articles and es-
says on Armenian art.

The lecture will be on Zoom Con-
ference, and registration is required.
Use this link to register: https://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesmaranci.

www.massispost.com
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‘100 Years From Home’
Airing September 1 on PBS SoCal

LOS ANGELES - Lilit Pilikian’s
parents would’ve never met, and a
new family and generation would’ve
never formed, had her ancestors not
been targeted and forced to flee their
homeland during the Armenian Geno-
cide in the early 20th century.

Pilikian came to the grim realiza-
tion that the systematic killings of her
people is a reason why she is alive
today, and embarked on a storytelling
journey that has led to “100 Years
from Home,” a documentary that makes
its broadcast premiere on PBS SoCal
on Tuesday, September 1 at 8:30 p.m.
PT.

“100 Years from Home” isa vivid
portrait of an American woman grap-
pling with questions about cultural iden-
tity, intergenerational trauma, family,
survival, and finding her place in her
community and the world as an Arme-
nian.

The film was nominated for “Best
Documentary” at the 2019 Arpa Inter-
national Film Festival in Hollywood,
Calif. where it premiered to a sold-out
screening.

The picture follows Pilikian’s
journey as she searches for her great-
grandparents’ house in modern-day
Turkey in the location of which they
were forced to abandon over a century
ago during the Armenian Genocide,
which killed over 1.5 million Arme-
nians during and after World War L.

The home’s blueprint was passed
down from generation-to-generation
until finally ending up in the hands of
Pilikian. On the eve of the 100th anni-
versary of the Genocide on April 24,
2015, Pilikian embarked on an emo-
tional journey to Armenia and Turkey
in search of the house with her film-
maker husband Jared White.

The harrowing-yet-hopeful docu-
mentary was produced by the duo and
directed by White, a non-Armenian
who offers a unique outsider’s per-
spective on the subject.

“My culture and identity is some-
thing I’ve always struggled with, and
it’s probably something most people
don’t even know about,” said Pilikian.
“Jared and I were able to tell the 100
Years from Home’ story in a way that
allows people who aren’t Armenian
into this world.”

The husband and wife tandem
had to balance their roles as a couple
and filmmakers while they captured
the intimate and painful story. Born in
Los Angeles, which is home to one of
the largest Armenian populations in the
world, Pilikian never felt fully at home
as an Armenian or as an American. Her
struggles are common among Ameri-
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can-born children of immigrants.

Turkey’s continued denial of the
Armenian Genocide also perpetuated
that, and its lasting impact on the
descendants of survivors is a senti-
ment that is shared from various
sources throughout the film. “100 Years
from Home” illuminates many of the
complex issues that have led to the
tensions that still exist today at the
Armenia-Azerbaijan border, as evi-
denced by recent crossfire between
both countries. This state of affairs
caused apprehension for Pilikian to
enter Turkey, where hatred of Arme-
nians is still very common today. The
film also sheds light on the United
States’ role in providing humanitarian
relief during the Genocide, just as they
subsequently refused to officially rec-
ognize it as a genocide for the next
century.

“l knew we would be mining
some very difficult topics, and I wanted
to be able to support Lilit in this emo-
tional exploration,” said White.

“Confronting these issues that I
often avoided while growing up was
difficult for me, but ultimately cathar-
tic,” said Pilikian. “The experience of
making this filmreally brought the two
of us closer together.”

The documentary features in-
terviews with luminaries like Reddit
co-founder Alexis Ohanian, histo-
rian and UCLA professor Richard
Hovannisian, social critic Vahe
Berberian, documentarian Carla
Garapedian, Archbishop Pargev
Martirosyan of the Armenian Apos-
tolic Church, and Armenian studies
scholar Shushan Karapetian.

While “100 Years from Home”
deals with weighty issues, in the end, the
story is a hopeful one. Pilikian comes
away from the experience with a much
stronger sense of herself and her heri-
tage. “I became more comfortable in my
own skin, inmy ownsstory,” said Pilikian.
“I realized I’'m not alone in this.”

Aliyev Complains to Putin

Continued frompage 1

supplies to Armenia raise “serious con-
cerns and questions among the
Azerbaijani public.”

The Kremlin also issued a state-
ment on the August 12 telephone con-
versation between Putin and Aliyev,
but it did not mention the discussion of
the issue of military supplies.

“The presidents discussed re-
gional issues within the context of the

tension alongthe Armenian-Azerbaijani
border in July. The Russian side
stressed the inadmissibility of any ac-
tion that would lead to the escalation of
the situation,” the Kremlin said in its
statement.

Armenia hosts a Russian mili-
tary base and is a member of the
Collective Security Treaty Organiza-
tion that entitles it to receive arma-
ments from Russia at knock-down
prices.
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URGENT APPEAL

We stand in solidarity with our community in Beirut, Lebanon.
4 The consequences of the fragic explosion on August 4 are horrific.
7\ Nothing can bring back precious lives lost.
Nor is if easy to restore homes, churches, community centers and businesses domaged.
¢ But we con lend o helping hand to our brothers and sisters t the AEBU - Lebanon
who are doing the impossible to help the wounded ond the disploced following this disoster.

TOGETHER

let’s try to ease the pain and

RESTORE HOPE!
CLICK HERE AND DONATE
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GIVE BLOOD

STEP UP! GIVE LIFE...

CELEBRATE ARMENIA'S INDEPENDENCE

SAVE A LIFE. GIVE BLOOD!
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Armenian Educational Benovolent Union
Armenian Council of America

Guldz Youth Orgumzatlon

Sponsored by Conducted by

AEBU Center

Schedule your Appointment

For more information:

ACA @ 818.660.5142

American
Red Cross

1060 N Allen Ave, Pasadena, CA 91104

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code AEBU
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