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Turkey’s Actions Remain a Threat to
Armenia’s Security, Foreign Minister
Mnatsakanyan Says

YEREVAN -- Turkey’s actions
remain a threat to Armenia’s security
Armenian Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan said in an interview with
Russian Interfax.

The Minister said Armenia will
work to further strengthen its secu-
rity, including through cooperation with
its partners.

“After the recent hostilities on
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border the
international community made numer-
ous calls for de-escalation and an end
to violence. Turkey was the only coun-
try in the region to try to bring even
greater instability to the region, instead
of trying to reduce tensions,” the For-
eign Minister stated.

“Thepolicy of destabilization and
aggression on the part of Turkey is a
threat to all neighboring regions, in-
cluding the eastern Mediterranean,
northern Africa and the Middle East.
Today Turkey is trying to export this
policy of destabilization to the South
Caucasus region. This is a serious
concern. Turkey is pursuing an
unconstructive and dangerous policy.
And Turkey’s actions continue to pose
a threat to the security of Armenia. In
this regard, Armenia will work to fur-
ther strengthen its security, including
through cooperation with its partners,”
Minister Mnatsakanyan stated.

Mnatsakanyan also said that he is
ready, for his part, to continue work-
ing in the negotiation process on the
Karabakh settlement.

"Of course, we are ready to meet,
and of course we are ready to continue
this work," he said in response to a
question about whether he is ready to
meet with his Azerbaijani counterpart
right tomorrow and without any con-
ditions.

In this regard, Mnatsakanyan
stressed the importance of searching
for compromises, ensuring security
and rejecting the use of force and
maximalist approaches.

“There are specific and impor-
tant priorities for Armenia. For us, the
issue of the status of Nagorno-
Karabakh is an absolute priority. The
realization of the right of the people of
Artsakh to self-determination without
any restrictions, ensuring real, tan-
gible security for Artsakh is an impor-

Continued onpage 4

Heroes of Victorious Battles of Tavush
Honored With High State Awards and Titles

YEREVAN (Armradio) — An
award ceremony for the Tavush victo-
rious battles’ heroes was held today at
the Sardarapat Memorial, chaired by
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

The event was attended by
Artsakh Republic President Arayik
Harutyunyan, His Holiness Karekin I1,
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians, Speaker ofthe National
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Assembly Ararat Mirzoyan, Security
Council members, members of gov-
ernment, statesmen, army generals,
commissioned and non-commissioned
officers, sergeants, soldiers.

Before handing the high state
awards to the servicemen of the Arme-
nian Armed Forces, Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan delivered a speech, in
which he stated:

Armenia Strongly Condemns Azerbaijan’s
Degrading Treatment of Captured
Armenian Officer

YEREVAN — The Armenian for-
eign ministry issued a statement on
Thursday condemning the violation of
the rights of the officer Gurgen
Alaverdyan who was captured by
Azeri’s when got lost while checking
border combat positions.

“We strongly condemn the de-
grading treatment of the officer Gurgen
Alaverdyan, who appeared under the
Azerbaijani jurisdiction on August 22.
This is a flagrant and gross violation of
the international humanitarian law.

By publicly violating the dignity
of Gurgen Alaverdyan, Azerbaijan
denies the right of the prisoners of war
to be “entitled in all circumstances to
respect for their persons and their
honor” which is asserted by civilized
humanity and enshrined in the Third
Geneva Convention. Such practice rep-
resents a distinctive method of notori-
ous terrorist organizations and, as we
can observe, of Azerbaijan as well.

The dictatorial regime of
Azerbaijan, while feeding its people
with disgraceful propaganda and
Armenophobia, covers up the serious
setbacks of its armed forces in the July
battles by coercing the prisoner of war
to read out its sham narratives.

The fact that Azerbaijan is one of
the few countries to have refused to
ratify all the Additional Protocols to
the Geneva Conventions also demon-
strates their disregard of the interna-
tional humanitarian law.

The continuous violations of in-
ternational humanitarian law by
Azerbaijan seriously undermine the
establishment of an environment con-

ducive to peace”.

On his part, Minister of Defense
Davit Tonoyan said he is confident
that international organizations spare
no effort to return the Armenian mili-
tary officer held captive in Azerbaijan
back home.

“We are sure that both the OSCE
and the International [Committee ] of
the Red Cross, relevant organizations
of the UN spare no effort in order for
the serviceman to be returned,”
Tonoyan told reporters on August 28
in parliament.

“Our preliminary assessment is
that our serviceman got lost and ap-
peared in the adversary’s side. We
must yet determine if he was possibly
kidnapped or in whatever other condi-
tions he appeared there. Depending on
this we will work in different formats
indifferentinternational organizations,
although right now our demand is for
at least the International Red Cross
representatives in Azerbaijan to visit
our serviceman. As of this moment
this request hasn’t been fulfilled,”
Tonoyan said.

President Donald Trump Praises Erdogan to
Former Hostage Held in Turkey

WASHINGTON, [
DC - President Donald
Trump ignited a tem-
pest online for clarify-
ing that Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip
Erdogan had been
“very good” to him, [
while talking toa Chris-
tian pastor who had ||
been imprisoned by =
Erdogan, during the
first night of the Re-
publican National Con-
vention, mediaite.com
reports.

Ina pre-taped panel where Trump
spoke with several people that his ad-
ministration had negotiated their re-
lease, Trump turned to Pastor Andrew
Brunson, who was held over one year
in a Turkish prison without charges.
The Erdogan government accused him
of being a spy for a Kurdish resistance
group. After an attempted 2016 ouster
of his regime, Erdogan instituted a

widespread crackdown on thousands
of alleged conspirators, often impris-
oning them based on little to no evi-
dence.

That Trump would take time out
of a hostage’s story to actually praise
the man who falsely jailed him for
years — feeding a criticism that he
coddles dictators like Vladimir Putin
and Kim Jong-un — elicited prompt
backlash and bitter bafflement.
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Turkey Closed Airspace for Armenia-Bound
German Military Aircraft in Late July

.
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BERLIN -- Turkey denied air-
space to German military plane flying
to Armenia in late July, Spiegel re-
ports.

The plane was on its route to
Armenia to pick up Armenian peace-
keepers serving under the German
command in Afghanistan. They were
to be trained by the German Defense
Forces.

Spiegel reports a Turkish air traf-
fic controller spontaneously and with-
out any explanation refused to grant a
flight permit to the German military
aircraft. Germany had to send the plane

to Armenia on a longer route, using
Russia’s airspace, managing to trans-
port the Armenian peacekeepers al-
ready in mid-August.

The newspaper says that it’s an
ordinary phenomenon for the NATO
member states to grant a flight permit
through each other’s space. Thus, the
German military calls this incident a
deliberate provocation by Ankara.
Spiegel also cites Turkey’s attitude
towards Armenia, the absence of the
diplomatic relations, as well as
Turkey’s stance over the 1915 Arme-
nian Genocide.

11 Die From Alcohol Poisoning In Armenia

YEREVAN -- Eleven people have
died and several others have been hos-
pitalized over the past two days after
drinking bootleg alcohol in Armenia,
the Ministry of Health said on Tuesday.

Three of the hospitalized indi-
viduals are in a critical condition, the
ministry reported in a statement. It
suggested that they were poisoned by
bootleg vodka.

According to the statement, most
of'the victims are residents of Armavir,
a town 46 kilometers west of Yerevan.

Another Armavir resident, a 50-
year-old man identified as Ashot
Hovsepian, was arrested on Tuesday

on suspicion of illegally producing and
selling alcohol.

Armenia’s Investigative Commit-
tee said it is now trying to identify
other people who have bought alcohol
from Hovsepian. The law-enforcement
agency urged them to avoid drinking it
and to cooperate with investigators.

The Ministry of Health also re-
ported efforts to “ascertain the circle
of consumers of the alcoholic bever-
age” sold by the suspect. Health au-
thorities have taken samples of the
beverage determine its chemical com-
position through laboratory tests, said
the ministry.

Women to Be Involved in Militia Forces
to Be Formed in Armenia

YEREVAN --
People under 70 will
be recruited into mi-
litia forces to be cre-
ated in Armenia,
Deputy Defense Min-
ister Gabriel Balayan
told a press confer-
ence today.

Weapons will §iE
be distributed to the |
citizens enlisted in the
militia only in case a
military operation
starts in a specific place or there is a
threat of it.

Citizens involved in the forces
will not be given weapons in peace-
time, which means that armed men
will not roam the city.

Women will be involved in militia
forces, there will be no discrimination.

The militia units will organize
civil defense, for example, evacuation
of the population.

Touching upon the necessity of
forming militia, Gabriel Balayan noted.

“The situation in the region is chang-
ing, we must respond to it. In addition,
the activity of volunteers needs to be
organized to improve the effective-
ness.”

One of the proposed amendments
toseveral Armenian laws lists the tasks
to be performed by the militia. In
particular, the latter would have to
“confront, neutralize and destroy” en-
emy special forces trying to strike key
military and civilian facilities “deep
inside the country’s territory.”
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Turkey Declared Party to Karabakh Conflict

ANKARA — Turkey’s strong
support for Azerbaijan makes it a party
to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,
Turkish Defense Minister Hulusi Akar
said on Thursday.

“Turkey is also a party to the
conflict, standing with a brotherly state
and defending its rights,” Akar told the
Turkish Anatolia news agency.

Successive Turkish governments
haveunconditionally backed Azerbaijan
in the conflict, reflecting close cultural
and ethnic ties between the two Turkic
nations. They have refused to estab-
lish diplomatic relations with Armenia
and kept the Turkish-Armenian border
closed. They have has also provided
military assistance to Azerbaijan.

Ankara voiced support for Baku
in unusually strong terms during and
after last month’s deadly clashes on
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border. The
Armenian government decried the
Turkish reaction, accusing Ankara of
trying to destabilize the region, under-
cutting international efforts to resolve
the conflict and posing a serious secu-
rity threat to Armenia.

Akar again blamed Yerevan for
the flare-up of violence which left at
least 17 soldiers from both sides dead.
“Armenia does not act reasonably by
relying on forces standing behind it
and punching above its weight,” he
said, apparently alluding to Russia, the
South Caucasus state’s main ally.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin
and Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
urged Ankara to exercise restraint in
itsreaction tothe Armenian-Azerbaijani

hostilities when they spoke with their
Turkish counterparts by phone in late
July.

A few days later the Turkish and
Azerbaijani militaries began joint exer-
cises in various parts of Azerbaijan
which lasted for two weeks. Akar
attended the concluding session of the
drills.

“We will continue to support
Azerbaijan in its just struggle,” the
Turkish minister said on August 13.

The drills and the more aggres-
sive statements made by Turkish lead-
ers raised the possibility of Turkish
military intervention in the Karabakh
conflict. A senior official in Yerevan
said on August 3 that Armenia counts
on Russia’s support in its efforts to
counter the Turkish threat.

Armenia hosts about 5,000 Rus-
sian troops on its soil as part of close
military ties between the two states.

Government to Relocate Armenian Village
for Irrigation Dam

YEREVAN — Armenia’s gov-
ernment gave on Thursday the green
light for the relocation of an entire
village as part of a $71 million project
to build a new reservoir and irrigation
system in northwestern Shirak prov-
ince.

It approved a plan to relocate
Jradzor, a village 22 kilometers north
of Gyumri which would be fully or
partly submerged by the Kaps reser-
voir. Jradzor’s 350 or so residents are
to be resettled in a new village that will
be built from scratch several hundred
meters away..

The plan commits the govern-
ment to providing all of them with new
and free housing. This will cost the
state an estimated 4.9 billion drams
($10 million), according to Vache
Terterian, a deputy minister for local
government.

On December 19,2014 a loan
agreement was signed between the

Republic of Armenia and the Bank
for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (KfW), which, in particular,
envisages the implementation of
the Construction of Kaps Reser-
voir and Gravity Irrigation Sys-
tem.

The half-built reservoir is lo-
cated in Shirak region, in the Akhuryan
river valley, 22 km north of Gyumri.
The project includes the stabilization
and rehabilitation of the Kaps dam, the
construction of a reservoir with a
volume of 25 million cubic meters in
the first stage, with the possibility of
further expansion up to 60 million
cubic meters.

The construction of the Kaps
reservoir on the Akhurian river had
begun in Soviet times but stopped
after the catastrophic 1988 earthquake
that devastated many local communi-
ties and the provincial capital Gyumri
in particular.
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Survey of 3000 Armenians Provides a
Snapshot of Opinions in the Diaspora

LONDON -- The results of a
major research on public opinion in
Diaspora communities will be formally
launched at an online event on 5 Sep-
tember.

The Armenian Diaspora Survey
(ADS)—the first of a three-year study
project—was held in four communi-
ties in 2019: Argentina, Lebanon,
Canada (Montreal) and Romania. The
fieldwork took place between Septem-
ber and December 2019, 3000 Arme-
nians took part in the study.

“The Armenian Diaspora Survey
is an attempt to study the opinions of
Armenians living in various communi-
ties around the world and aims to
explore the ‘ingredients’ of being Ar-
menian in the 21% century,” said ADS
director Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian of
University of Oxford.

The research provides a snap-
shot of the contemporary Diaspora by
studying public opinions on identity,
language and culture, community en-
gagement, and relations with Armenia.

ADS is funded by the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation and is carried
out by a team of experts under the
auspices of the Armenian Institute in
London.

“We are pleased that this multi-
country systematic survey of the
Diaspora has been done with extensive
fieldwork and large participation,” said
Dr. Razmik Panossian, Director of the
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Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation’s Ar-
menian Communities Department. “I
thank all the people who were involved
with and supported this research
project,” he added.

The 175-page full results of the
2019 study will be available for down-
loading for free from the ADS website:
www.armeniandiasporasurvey.com.

The launch will be live streamed
on Saturday, 5 September 2020 at
15:00h Londontime (Beirut & Bucharest
21:00h; Yerevan 18:00h; Buenos Aires
10:00h; Montreal & New York 10:00h;
Los Angeles 07:00h) on
www.facebook.com/armsurvey and
Youtube: shorturl.at/dzY47.

Chris Cornell’s Widow Calls on Fans to
Promote and Share "The Promise' Song

Soundgarden’s late frontman Chris
Cornell’s wife, Vicky Cornell, took to
her official Instagram account to share
a project that was really crucial for
Chris and revealed the importance of it,
metalheadzone.com reports.

In 2016, The Promise movie re-
leased featuring famous actor Christian
Bale, and its topic was the Armenian
Genocide. The producer of the movie
asked Chris Cornell to write a song for
the movie and Chris accepted the offer.

Afterward, Chris released a song
for this movie with the same name two
months before his death, and he wanted
to be the voice for the people who
suffered from hatred and injustice. The
song named ‘The Promise’ by Chris
was also nominated for Grammy Award
in the Best Rock Performance category.

Inthe caption, Vicky Cornell men-
tioned how much this song mattered to
Chris and said that he put his heart and
soul into this song to give people hope

in the tough times. In this way, she
showed how a kind-hearted person
Chris is.

Also, this movie re-released on
Netflix this month, and Vicky wanted
help from the fans to promote this
movie and the song to raise awareness
about the latest project of Chris.

Here is what Vicky Cornell said:

“Please read and share. This song,
project, and mission were personally
important to Chris. He put his heart and
soul into it to give people more hope
given the hatred and injustices in the
world today. It continues to be criti-
cally important to our family to fulfill
his vision to #keepthepromise to
#neverforget...

Leaders in the human rights &
Armenian advocacy communities suc-
cessfully used the film as a tool to
fortify their ongoing efforts to secure
Armenian Genocide recognition in Con-
gress.
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Armenia Withdraws from Online Chess
Olympiad After Appeal Was Rejected

YEREVAN —
Armenia withdrew
fromthe Online Chess
Olympiad following
rejection of an appeal
over one of their play-
ers losing a game due |
to internet disconnec-
tion. .

India had won
the first round of
matches 3.5-2.5 with
captain Vidit S Guj-
rathi, D Harika and
Nihal Sarin posting

victories. While for-
mer world champion Viswanathan
Anand drew his game against the
ArmenianNo.1 Lev?? Aronian, Koneru
Humpy and Vantika Agrawal suffered
defeats.

The Armenians protested for a
long time delaying the start of the
second round of matches before with-
drawing following rejection of their
appeal.

“Following the disconnection of
Haik Martirosyan in Match 1 of the
Quarterfinal against India, Armenia
filed an official appeal that was re-
jected by the Appeals Committee. Ar-
menia defaulted Match 2. As a result,
India is through to the semifinals,”
FIDE said in a tweet.

Haik Martirosyan was declared
to have lost against the young Sarin on
the fifth board, which led to Armenia

lodging the protest, contending that
their connection was stable.

Later, Armenia’s top player
Aronian slammed Fide’s decision to re-
ject the team’s appeal, stating that here
was no problem on the Armenian side.

“As a leader of a three-times
Olympic champion I feel very dissat-
isfied with FIDE’s decision to reject
our just appeal. Haik Martirosyan lost
on time due to disconnection from
chess.com We proved that our con-
nection was stable,” Aronian tweeted.

“And it was a problem access to
chess.com, not on our side. All we
asked for was to continue that game
from the same position and same time.
Is it too much to ask?,” he further said.

Armenia’s withdrawal means In-
dia advances to the semifinals. where
it will face Azerbaijan.

Henrikh Mkhitaryan Joins AS Roma
from Arsenal on Permanent Deal

ROME -- Henrikh Mkhitaryan has
joined Roma on a permanent basis, it
has been confirmed.

The attacking midfielder spent
last season on loan at the Serie A side
and made 27 appearances in all compe-
titions as the capital club finished fifth
in the league.

The 31-year-old had one year
left on his contract with the Arsenal,
but they have terminated his deal to
allow him to make a free transfer to
Roma.

Mkhitaryan was pictured train-
ing with Roma on Monday as they
returned from their summer break be-
fore the side splits up for the upcoming
international matches.

He then took to Instagram to

confirm his switch to Paulo Fonseca's
side and thanked former Arsenal boss
Arsene Wenger for the faith he showed
in the Armenia international by bring-
ing him to the club.

Mkhitaryan moved to north Lon-
don from Manchester United in Janu-
ary 2018 and went on to make 59
appearances for the club. He scored
nine goals and made 13 assists overall.

Arsenal captain Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang has sent a classy goodbye
message to Mkhitaryan. Theywere
team-mates at Borussia Dortmund be-
fore they both ended up joining Arse-
nal in January 2018.

Aubameyang took time to salute
his ‘brother’ in a post on Instagram,
saying: “Wish you the best mon frero.”

Thanks to all of you out there,
now the film is being used to teach
more people than ever before about the

atrocities committed against the Arme-
nian, Greek & Assyrian populations by
the Ottoman Empire.”
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Webinar- From the Alexander Romance to
the Base of the City of Brass: Movements of
Medieval Armenian Poetry

Center for Armenian Studies at
University of Michigan presents a
Webinar titled “From the Alexander
Romance to the Base of the City of
Brass, Movements of Medieval Arme-
nian Poetry” by Alex MacFarlane,
2020-21 Manoogian Postdoctoral Fel-
low, U-M. on Wednesday, September
9, 12 PM.

The Armenian “Alexander Ro-
mance,” translated as early as the 5th
century, was accompanied in the me-
dieval period by short poems that
heightened the sensory or emotional
stakes of a scene, moralized on
Alexander’s actions, or fit the mar-
vels of the world’s edges into Chris-
tian Creation. These poems traveled
further: into the early modern, ab-
breviated version of the “Alexander
Romance” where new poems were
composed; and into separate anthol-
ogy manuscripts, where they were
copied in short, standalone collec-
tions alongside hymns, poetry, or
entire wonder tales. This lecture will

Photo: Viewe of Tiflis/Thilisi including Metekhi Church of Assumption, 1858,
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explore the movements of these po-
ems, offering a guide into their fluid-
ity and change between texts and
manuscripts across the centuries.

Alex MacFarlane earned her
PhD from the University of Oxford
in 2020. Her dissertation titled
“Alexander Re-Mapped: Geography
and Identity in the ‘Alexander Ro-
mance’ in Armenia” examines how
medieval Armenian literary traditors
composed ‘kafas’ (short,
monorhymed poems) to accompany
the “Alexander Romance.” Using
these ‘kafas’, Dr. MacFarlane is able
to situate the text’s more fantastical
parts — where Alexander journeys to
the edges of the world — within a
broader Christian cosmology. Dr.
MacFarlane’s current research in-
terests include the translation and
circulation of wonder tales in the
medieval and early modern Caucasus
and Middle East, especially the
“Alexander Romance” and the “His-
tory of the City of Brass.”

Seattle's ACYO Raises Funds
for Lebanon Aid

SEATTLE -- On Saturday, Au-
gust 22, the Armenian Church Youth
Organization of Holy Resurrection
Armenian Church of Seattle suc-

cessfully completed its first
fundraiser. During the one-day car
wash event, the ACYO raised
$3,000 to support our brothers and
sisters in Lebanon.

The parish is grateful for all the
youth volunteers who worked dili-

gently with a positive attitude, and we
are filled with gratitude to all who
came through to support with gener-
ous hearts.

Together we can help those who
are in the most need. Please keep
Lebanon in your prayers!

The ACYO looks forward to
holding future events so stay tuned if
you missed out this time!

Angelina Pogosian

C.A.P.S. Publications
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Armenian Playwrights Volume 1
Edited by Aramazd Stepanian

This book is a collection, in En-
glish translation or adaptation, of four
Armenian plays and the dramatization
of a historic episode.

Baghdasar Akhpar by Hagop
Baronian, the most popular play in the
Armenian theatre repertoire, is a late
19" century marital comedy, with a
strong satirical bent. Baghdasar has
found out that his wife has a lover. In
the traditional society they live in, there
is no question that he should be able to
divorce his wife and preserve the honor
of his house. But times are changing,
and yet, other things remain the same...

If Your Eyes Are Clear is a drama
setinthe 1970’s Soviet Armenia. Judge
Mirbegian is in charge of a court case
related to massive corruption in a state
conglomerate. He is expected and urged
to convict a lowly driver as the person
responsible. The man has confessed
anyway- in open court. But the judge is
skeptical- to say the least. Pressure
builds up on all sides, some openly,
some quite insidiously...

In Vahé Berberian’s The Pink
Elephant, a group of actors are re-
hearsing an ‘Absurd’ theatre piece,
amid the dire ‘realities’ of the Leba-
nese Civil War. The play opens tomor-
row, but irritating late-night arguments
abound: Is theatre an educational tool,
or an entertainment? Should an Arme-
nian actress take off her shirt on stage?
And the committee representative still
says he would have preferred a com-

CADS Publications / Laglpe il Spaimmpmolpnigpgmb

Armenian Playwrights

&
Volume|

BASHEARAR AHHEAR

edy. “You do a worthy play, and you
play to empty seats”.

In Kariné Khodikyan’s drama,
Don’t Shoot, I'm Dead Already, a
woman living alone, not only avoids
any social contact, but is actively hos-
tile towards all neighbors, particularly
the low-life types upstairs, who seem
to be having orgies- loud music and
creaking beds- at least twice a week.

Arshak and Shapoor is a short,
dramatized version of the story, told
by the 5™ century historian Pavstos
Beauzand, of the demise of King Arshak
II of Armenia, in the hands of the
Sassanid king Shapoor II.

Turkey’s Actions Remain a Threat

Continued frompage 1

tant priority. And we are ready to work
with the co-chairs [OSCE MG - ed.]
and with the Azerbaijani side to deter-
mine formulas that will allow us to
compare and measure a possible com-
promise.

The Armenian foreign minister
drew attention to another important
issue that concerns Nagorno-Karabakh
- full involvement of Artsakh in the
negotiation process.

It is a very important issue, he
said, and, among other things, is of a
practical nature. “Because it will
strengthen sense of ownership in rela-
tion to the negotiation process on the
part of the leadership of Nagorno-
Karabakh, which, being elected by the
people of Nagorno-Karabakh, has a
corresponding mandate to represent
their interests,”" he stressed.

The head of the Armenian for-
eign policy department did not agree
with the opinion that Armenia, in prin-
ciple, does not really need to settle the
problem with Nagorno-Karabakh
thinking that the lands have been taken,
and the status quo is beneficial.

"I cannot agree with this opinion.
Both Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh
are interested in a stable peace in the
region. This is possible by reaching a
peace agreement based on compro-
mise. Unilateral concessions are ruled
out, they cannot have prospects. And
we cannot be interested in situations
when peace and security in the region
do not have stable long-term founda-

tions. In this sense, the peace process
for us has been and remains an impor-
tant priority for resolving this con-
flict,” he said.

Regarding the activities of the
OSCE Minsk Group, Mnatsakanyan
said that since the mid-1990s, the for-
mat of the OSCE Minsk Group co-
chairs, which includes Russia, the
United States and France, has been and
remains the only format of the negotia-
tion process.

"And it has produced concrete
results. This is a format recognized by
the international community, which
includes three permanent members of
the UN Security Council. Three coun-
tries that have a sufficiently strong
resource — political and diplomatic - in
order to implement the mediation func-
tion. The involvement of these coun-
tries remains very strong," he said.

Mnatsaknyan also said that the
efforts of the Russian side were very
effective. This was visible both during
the events in July and before them.

“] am sure that Russia's involve-
ment at all levels underscores the seri-
ousness that Russia has regarding this
process and the important contribu-
tion that Russia provides together with
other co-chairs in the work on a peace-
ful settlement. Here we have no ques-
tions, and all attempts to call into
question the work of the co-chairs,
which, among other things, is an im-
portant deterrent in terms of escala-
tion, as well as to put pressure on the
existing format, are unacceptable," the
Armenian foreign minister stressed.
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THE TIME TO
GIVE BLOOD

STEP UP! GIVE LIFE...

CELEBRATE ARMENIA'S INDEPENDENCE
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Armenian Educational Benovolent Union

Armenian Council of America
_ Gaidz Youth Organization
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Sponsored by Conducted by

AEBU Center

Schedule your Appointment

For mare information:

ACA @ 818.660.5142

SAVE A LIFE. GIVE BLOOD!

American
Red Cross

1060 N Allen Ave, Pasadena, CA 91104

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code AEBU
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