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AEBU Center

1060 N Allen Ave, Pasadena, CA 91104

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Schedule your Appointment

Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code AEBU

For mare information:

ACA @ 818.660.5142

SAVE A LIFE. GIVE BLOOD!
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URGENT APPEAL

We stand in solidarity with our community in Beirut, Lebanon.
The consequences of the hagic explosion on August 4 ore honific,
Nothing con bring bock precious lives lost.
. Nor is it pasy fo restora hames, churches, community centers and businesses damaged.
But we con lend o helping hand to our brothers and sisters at the AEBU - Lebanan
who ore doing the impossible to help the wounded and the displaced following this disoster.

TOGETHER
let’s try to ease the pain and
RESTORE HOPE!

CLICK HERE AND DONATE
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Armenia Voiced Strong Support to Egypt
Over its Disputes with Turkey

CAIRO (RFE/RL) — Armenia
voiced on Monday strong support for
Egypt’s position in bitter disputes with
Turkey over maritime boundaries in
the eastern Mediterranean and the con-
flict in Libya.

Making an official visit to Cairo,
Foreign Zohrab Mnatsakanyan also
accused Ankara of destabilizing these
and neighboring regions, including the
South Caucasus.

“We are following closely devel-
opments in the Eastern Mediterranean,”
Mnatsakanyan said after talks with his
Egyptian counterpart Sameh Shoukry.
“We are in solidarity with Greece and
Cyprus on their inalienable rights to
economic activities in the exclusive
economic zone in line with interna-
tional law.”

“l want to also emphasize our
solidarity and support to Egypt in the
same way,” he told a joint news con-
ference held shortly before his sepa-

rate meeting with Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi.

Mnatsakanyan went on to praise
Egypt’s “commitment to peace and
stability” in Libya where Cairo and
Ankara support rival warring factions.
“We very much welcome your efforts
in this regard,” he told Shoukry.

Tensions between Turkey on one
side and Greece, Cyprus and Egypt on
the other have grown in recent months
over conflicting claims to the extent of
their continental shelves in the eastern
Mediterranean.

In early August, Egypt and
Greece signed an agreement designat-
ing their exclusive economic zone in
the region thought to be rich in natural
gas. Both nations had denounced as
illegal a similar deal signed by Turkey
and Libyan government earlier. For its
part, the Turkish government described

Continued onpage 4

Armenian Massacres Helped Shape U.S.
Foreign Policy: Prof. CharlieLaderman

Panel Reviews “U.S. Humanitarian Intervention” Then and Now

Yl

GOMIDAN
INSTTTUTE

LONDON -- Prof. Charlie
Laderman and his pathbreaking work,
“Sharing the Burden. The Armenian
Question, Humanitarian Intervention,
and Anglo-American Visions of Global
Order,” (OUP), 2019, were a topic of
discussion among leading scholars
working on the Armenian Genocide.
Hosted by Ara Sarafian and Vincent
Lima, this was an “In Conversation”
session of the Gomidas Institute on 2
September 2020. Prof. Laderman was
joined by two other distinguished
guests, Prof. Vicken Cheterian, (Uni-
versity of Geneva and Webster Uni-
versity, Geneva) and John Evans,
former US ambassador to Yerevan.
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the BURDEN

The panel discussion is now available
online.

Opening with an illustrated pre-
sentation, Prof. Laderman touched on
three critical points which framed the
debate that followed.

1. The little known 1896 Con-
gressional resolution protesting against
the massacre of 100,000 Ottoman Ar-
menians under Abdul Hamid II. This
was a major milepost in US foreign
policy and reflected important shifts in
US politics, including an interest in the
“Armenian Question” as it was known
at the time.

Continued onpage 4

Donald Trump to Bob Woodward “I Get
Along Very Well with Erdogan”

The Tougher’ They Are, ‘The Better I Get Along With Them’

Armenian Government Lifts Coronavirus
State Of Emergency

YEREVAN — The Armenian gov-
ernment lifted on Friday a state of
emergency declared six months ago
while keeping in place safety rules
designed to prevent coronavirus infec-
tions in the country.

The government introduced a na-
tionwide “quarantine” regime which
will allow it to continue requiring Ar-
menians to wear face masks in all
public areas and enforcing social dis-
tancing and hygiene rules for busi-
nesses.

The new regime, which will re-
main in force until January 11, stems
from a government bill which was
passed by the Armenian parliament last
week and signed into law by President
Armen Sarkissian on Thursday.

The bill also empowers relevant
authorities to impose nationwide or
local lockdowns, seal off communities
hit by COVID-19 outbreaks, close
Armenia’s borders and isolate people
infected with the disease. The authori-
ties can also ban or restrict public
gatherings.

The government drafted the bill
to avoid extending the state of emer-
gency again on September 11. The
move came amid a steady decline in
coronavirus cases registered in the
country.

The daily number of new cases
reported by the Armenian Ministry
of Health varied from 108 to 177 in
the course of this week, sharply down
from an average of 550-600 cases a
day registered in the first half of
July. There has been a similar drop in
coronavirus-related deaths, which
have totaled 1,189 since the start of
the pandemic, according to the min-
istry.

The government also decided to
reopen all schools and universities shut
down in March. Classes there will
resume on September 15.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
stressed on Thursday the importance
of continued enforcement of the re-
maining safety rules, warning of the
risk of a “second wave” of COVID-19
infections.

| get along very well with Erdogan, even
though you're not supposed to because everyone
says, "What a horrible guy." But,
you know, for me it works out good.

RAL

NEW YORK — Appearing on the
Today show Monday, Bob Woodward
shared new audio from a Jan. 22 con-
versation he had with President Donald
Trump in which the president boasted
about his relationship with Turkey’s
autocratic leader Recip Tayyip
Erdogan.

“I get along very well with
Erdogan,” Trump told Woodward.
“Even though you’re not supposed to,
because everyone says ‘What a hor-
rible guy.” But for me it works out
good. I can tell you that the relation-
ships I have, the tougher and meaner
they are, the better I get along with

them. You’ll explain that to me some
day, OK? But maybe it’s not a bad
thing. The easy ones are the ones |
maybe don’t like as much, or don’t get
along with as much.”

Woodward noted the shocking
nature of Trump admitting to aligning
himself with leaders such as Turkey’s
president, while simultaneously hav-
ing tense relationships with longtime
allies.

“He is the face of the United
States to the world,” Woodward said.
“And he has said — and there it is —
‘Hey, look. I get along with these bad
guys, but not the good guys.””
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New Members of Armenian
Constitutional Court Appointed

YEREVAN -- The Armenian par-
liament elected on Tuesday three new
members of the country’s Constitu-
tional Court who will replace justices
ousted in June.

The parliament’s pro-government
majority voted for them three months
after passing constitutional changes
calling for the gradual resignation of
seven of the court’s nine judges locked
in a standoff with Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan’s political team.

Three of them were to resign
with immediate effect. The constitu-
tional amendments also required Hrayr
Tovmasyan to quit as court chairman
but remain a judge.

Tovmasyan and the six other
court justices have been under strong
government pressure to step down
over the past year. Pashinyan has
accused them of maintaining close
ties to Armenia’s former government
and impeding his judicial reforms.
Tovmasian has dismissed Pashinian’s
claims and in turn accused the prime
minister of seeking to take control of
the country’s highest court.

In line with the Armenian consti-
tution, Pashinyan’s government, Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian and a national
convention of Armenian judges each
nominated last month a candidate to
replace the ousted high court members.

The government’s pick for the
court was Edgar Shatiryan, a 40-year-
old law lecturer, while Sarkissian nomi-

nated Artur Vagharshyan, a chair of
jurisprudence at Yerevan State Univer-
sity. The judges’ nominee, Yervand
Khundkaryan, has headed the Court of
Cassation, Armenia’s highest body of
criminal and administrative justice, for
the last two years.

Pro-government deputies over-
whelmingly backed all three candi-
dates despite objections voiced by some
of them. The latter claimed, in particu-
lar, that Khundkaryan, Vagharshyan
and Shatiryan were linked to the former
Armenian authorities in one way or
another.

Alen Simonyan, a deputy parlia-
ment speaker and leading member of
Pashinyan’s My Step bloc, downplayed
the misgivings. “Believe me, no matter
whom we nominate there will always
be conflicting interests,” he told jour-
nalists after the announcement of the
parliament vote results.

Simonyan also insisted that the
current authorities are not intent on
creating a “puppet” Constitutional
Court. “The authorities are forming a
new and principled Constitutional
Court,” he said.

The election of the new court
justices was boycotted by lawmakers
representing the two parliamentary
opposition parties, Prosperous Arme-
nia and Bright Armenia. They maintain
that the recent constitutional changes
were enacted in breach of other ar-
ticles of the Armenian constitution.

Air France Resumes Regular Flights
to Armenia

YEREVAN (Armradio) — Air
France will resume regular Paris-
Yerevan-Paris flights three times a week
from September 13, 2020.

According to the French Em-
bassy in Armenia, reservations are
made directly via the Air France website
or Saberatours-Sevan (+ 525 555
37410) and Executive Travel Air City
(+37460 612277) or + 37460 612288.

The regular flights to and from
the Republic of Armenia have reopened,
the Civil Aviation Committee informs.

At the same time, the Committee
notes that it’s up to airlines to make
decisions regarding the resumption of
flights, frequencies and directions.

The conditions and restrictions
on the entry of passengers leaving
Armenia for another country are regu-
lated in accordance with the rules es-
tablished by that country.

For more detailed information,
it’s necessary to contact the airlines or
their representative offices in Armenia.

According to the Armenian gov-
ernment decision of August 12, non-
citizens will be allowed to Armenia.
They can choose to self-isolate for 14
days or take a PCR test and leave the
quarantine, if the result is negative.

Foreign citizens can obtain a visa
to Armenia only at the Armenian diplo-
matic representations abroad .
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Armenia Strongly Rejects Instigation of
Inter-Ethnic Animosity

UNITED NATIONS -- Armenia
resolutely rejects racial and ethnic
profiling and instigation of inter-eth-
nic animosity, as these can only cul-
tivate fertile ground for radicalization,
Mher Margaryan, Permanent Repre-
sentative of Armenia to the UN, said
at the High Level Forum on the Cul-
ture of Peace convened by the Presi-
dent of the 74th Session of the UN
General Assembly.

“We have welcomed the launch
of the UN Strategy and Plan of Action
on Hate Speech and remain a strong
contributor to the international efforts
for the prevention agenda. As demon-
strated so many times before, intoler-
ance, cultivation of hate speech against
ethnic and religious groups, if not prop-

erly addressed, can lead to mass atroci-
ties and crimes against humanity,” he
said.

“We have been consistent in sup-
porting multilateral efforts aimed at
prevention of genocide and strength-
ening early warning capacities of the
United Nations. The UN resolutions
tabled by Armenia on the prevention of
genocide constitute important mani-
festation of effective multilateralism
which we are strongly supporting,”
the Ambassador stated.

He reiterated Armenia’s unwa-
vering adherence to the promotion of
the ideas, goals and principles en-
shrined in the Declaration and
Programme of Action on the Culture
of Peace.

Armenian Schools, Universities Reopen After
COVID-19 Shutdown

rradulyanmm [RFERL)

YEREVAN -- Schools and uni-
versities across Armeniareopened their
doors to students on Tuesday six
months after being closed because of
the coronavirus pandemic.

Classes for first graders and uni-
versity freshman students began ear-
lier this month.

Virtually all Armenian educational
establishments switched in March to
online classes that continued until the
end of the last academic year in June.

The Armenian government de-
cided last month to end the shutdown
amid a falling number of coronavirus
cases in the country. The downward
trend has continued since then.

The government set strict sani-
tary and hygienic rules for all schools,
universities and vocational training
colleges. In particular, there can be no
more than 20 schoolchildren in a class-
room at a time and all of them must be
seated apart and wear face masks dur-

ing classes.

School administrations have to
provide students with hand sanitizers
and regularly disinfect classrooms.
They must also ensure that all teachers
get tested for COVID-19.

The mandatory testing of
Armenia’s 30,000 or so schoolteachers
began a week ago. Teachers found to
be infected with the disease must self-
isolate or be hospitalized, if necessary.

The Ministry of Education re-
ported on Monday that 1,280 teachers
have been allowed to continue work-
ing online because of their old age and/
or chronic diseases.

The government rules also allow
those students who are chronically ill
or have infected family members to
stick to distance learning. More than
2,400 of the country’s 397,607 sec-
ondary and high school students have
qualified for such exemptions, accord-
ing to the ministry.
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FAR Children’s Center — A Unique Place of

Healing and Caring

BY FLORENCE AVAKIAN

Two eighteen year olds, Michael
and Khan, each spent several weeks,
traveling by foot, taxi, truck through
Iran and Turkey, often without food,
to arrive in Armenia. These two boys,
from Muslim families came separately
from war-torn Afghanistan where ter-
rorist acts had reached their homes
and families. They would be forced to
join the armed forces and become
mercenaries.

Both were warmly welcomed
to the Fund For Armenian Relief
Children’s Center in Yerevan two
years ago, now speak fluent Arme-
nian, in addition to four other lan-
guages, and have helped the staff of
this Center.

For twenty years this Center, the
only one of its kind has taken in and
healed children who have been abused,
sexually trafficked, beaten, abandoned
and or are homeless.

Michael’s story took a difficult
turn when he arrived in Armenia.
Abused himself, he had lost his mother
in childhood, and had crossed the bor-
der into Armenia illegally without ID.
He appeared in a village, and the resi-
dents called police. Arrested and taken
to jail, he remained there for two years.
“I cried all the time, often did not eat,
and never saw the sun,” he said in a
telephone conversation from Yerevan

A

with this writer.

NGO lawyers in Armenia who
work with refugees, finally were able
to free Michael who asked for asylum.
He has been at the Children’s Center
for the past two years.

“At first, after prison, I had the
feeling that I was in another closed
facility. I tried to do everything as

. , T
oL -

correctly as possible. I also wanted to
re- establish ties with my relatives who
have been scattered all over the world
since the 1980’s.”

Michael continues by saying that
the Children’s Centers specialists “gave
me a telephone and internet connection
so I could call my father and tell him
that everything is fine with me. I gradu-
ally mastered Armenian and my social
worker let me register for sports classes
which have completely redefined my
life. Now I have Armenian friends,
speak Armenian well enough and am
very well received in Armenia.”

Embodies Home and Trust

The Children’s Center, Michael says
“embodies trust for me, and is home.
After sports, I come ‘home’ to water my
flowers and trees, and take care of them.
Of course, one day, I will have my own
house which will be as hospitable as the
FAR Children’s Center.”

Tall and handsome, he has mod-
eled in shows, but he hopes to be a
boxing champion. Devoted to his fa-
ther who lives with Michael’s two
sisters in Afghanistan, he nonetheless
says that he “feels Armenian. I love the
people here. They are so kind. I want
to live in Armenia.” Eighteen-year old
Khan “very much misses his parents,
five brothers and eight sisters, and hopes
someday to return to Afghanistan.

When Khan crossed the border

into Armenia, he had “feelings of fear,
anxiety and uncertainty. The police
took me where there was a different
atmosphere, many children, everything
bright, people smiling and treating me
well. I didn’t understand what they
said, but I had a sense of security.
They spoke to me through an inter-
preter and I asked if I could contact

September 19, 2020

Grave of Urartian Woman Buried with
Jewelry Unearthed in Van

VAN -- A grave belonging to a
noble Urartian woman buried with her
jewelry was found at the Cavustepe
Castle (Haykaberd, meaning Fortress
of Hayk) in the province of Van, Daily
Sabah reports.

Since 2017, excavation works
have been ongoing at the Castle, con-
ducted by a team of academics led by
professor Rafet Cavusoglu, head of
the archaeology department at Van’s
Yiiziincii Yil University.

Over the course of the protracted
dig, the team discovered a necropolis
believed to mark the burial site of the
Urartian ruling class.

Recently, this has led to the

unearthing of the skeletal remains
of a woman buried with a full set of
exquisite jewelry. The team’s an-
thropologists are now set to exam-
ine the skeleton in a lab environ-
ment to determine the cause of
death and the exact age of the
woman.

Urartu also known as the King-
dom of Van, is an Iron Age kingdom
centered around Lake Van in the his-
toric Armenian Highlands. The king-
dom rose to power in the mid-9th
century BC, but went into gradual
decline and was eventually conquered
by the Iranian Medes in the early 6th
century BC.

my family and tell them I am in a safe
place where nothings threatens me.”

Khan started to learn Armenian
with the help of the children at the
Center. “Now I understand and speak
Armenian well enough. I also started
to attend sports clubs and make friends
outside the Center.”

A Safe and Unique School

Khan comments that the Center
always awakens two feelings in me.
One, that nothing will happen to any-
body while they are here and the spe-
cialists are with them Secondly that it
is a unique school for everyone to
increase their knowledge and skills
every single day.”

He continues, that the Center
helped him to “overcome my traumas,
and also to prepare for an independent
life. Here, I started taking photo- video
recordings with specialists, learning
computer programs related to edit-
ing.” He has been at the Children’s
Center in Y erevan for two years, teach-
ing graphic design, and football to the
children.

“I love the Center’s staff very
much. They are always ready to help
me. I would like to emphasize that I
don’t feel like a stranger in Armenia
and in the Center. I always have a
chance to share my cultural experi-
ence with Armenians, and want to say
they are great. I love them, but I also
miss my family very much, and want
to reunite with them.”

A Strengthening
The three Syrian youngsters have
grown up in Halep where their ancestors
came after the Genocide. In Armenia
they lost their mother. After facing long
time hunger in Syria, they finally got
strong physically, strengthened their

Armenian and learned English.

Hagop, the father of the family
now, is a professional cyclist, brother
Jirair, is a graphic designer, and sister
Saria is learning Turkish and hopes to be
a Turkish translator for tourists coming
to Armenia.

All three remember a happy school
life in Syria, but now “have come to
Armenia to help and keep our homeland
safe”, stresses Hagop. In the future,
they hope to live together in an apartment
in Armenia.

Hearts Warmed and Broken

The Armenian Diocesan Primate,
Bishop Daniel Findikyan, who has often
traveled to the Children Center, expressed
his strong feelings on meeting the five
teenagers from Afghanistan and Syria.

“My heart was both warmed and
broken when I met Michael, tall and
handsome. To hear him and Khan speak
Armenian, | felt they were ours. We hear
of Armenian orphans, but not enough
about non Armenian orphans. It was
wonderful to see the Center and its
children give them hope and a place to
settle their life”.

On the Primate’s first visit “Baron
Jirair, my friend”, the youngest of the
Syrian teenagers gave Srpazan a tour of
the Center. “He was speaking like he was
a grown adult, self-confident and ma-
ture, everyone’s older brother.”

TheBishopsaidhe was“deeply moved
that the three Syrian youngsters read the
bible, and pray together before bed.”

Bishop Daniel, who is the Presi-
dent of the Fund for Armenian Relief,
called his trips to the FAR Children’s
Center “one of the highlights of my trips
to Armenia, always inspiring and heart-
warming.” He has always emphasized to
the FAR staft that they “are doing God’s
work.”
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FRESNO -- “Bedros Keljik’s Ar-
menian-American Sketches: Stories
of Armenians in the Early 20th C.”
will be presented as a webinar at
4:00PM(Pacific time)/7:00PM (East-
ern time) on Sunday, September 27,
2020. The presentation is co-spon-
sored by the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at Fresno State, the National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR), the Armenian
Cultural Organization of Minnesota
(ACOM), and the Society for Arme-
nian Studies (SAS).

A panel featuring co-editors
Christopher Atamian, Lou Ann
Matossian, Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
and co-translator Vartan Matiossian
will discuss various aspects of the
new publication. Marc A. Mamigonian
will moderate the discussion.

Bedros Keljik’s Armenian-Ameri-
can Sketches, originally published in
Armenian in 1944 as Amerigahay
Badgerner, is the work of a member of
the pioneer generation of Armenian
immigrants, and is of both literary and
historical significance. Now fully trans-
lated into English for the first time and
recently published as volume 8 in the
Armenian Series of The Press at Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno, these
stories retain their vitality, humor, pa-
thos, and relevance.

Twenty of the short stories
were translated by the late Aris
Sevag, one by Lou Ann Matossian,
and eight pieces originally published
in Baikar, were translated by Vartan
Matiossian. Volume editors Chris-
topher Atamian, Lou Ann Matossian,
and Barlow Der Mugrdechian have
also included an enlightening biog-
raphy of Keljik, “An Armenian Od-
yssey: From the Euphrates to the
Mississippi,” written by his grand-
children, Mark and Thomas Keljik,
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“Bedros Keljik’s Armenian-American

Sketches: Stories of Armenians in the Early
20th c.” Virtual Presentation
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as well as Bedros Keljik’s own trans-
lation of his fellow-Kharpertsi au-
thor Roupen Zartarian’s “How Death
Came to the Earth.”

Withkeen observation Keljik pro-
vides the reader with an often-humor-
ous insight into that life, with all of its
sadness and joy, with the sense of
community, and with the hard work
and challenges faced by the immi-
grants. This is a book which appeals to
any reader who seeks to understand
the immigrant experience in the United
States.

The lecture will be a Zoom
Webinar, and registration is required.
Use this link to register: bit.ly/
armenianstudieskeljik. The lecture will
alsobe streamed on the Armenian Stud-
ies Program Y ouTube channel at bit.ly/
armenianstudiesyoutube.

For more information about the
lecture contact the Armenian Studies
Program at 278-2669, visit
www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies, or visit our Facebook

page.

Armenia Voiced Strong Support to Egypt

Continued frompage 1

the Greek-Egyptian agreement as null
and void before ordering more prepa-
ratory work for potential hydrocar-
bons exploration.

Armenia publicly sided with
Greece and Cyprus later in August,
sparking a renewed war of words with
its bigneighbor and arch-rival. Yerevan
and Ankara began trading bitter accu-
sations following the July 12 outbreak
of heavy fighting on Armenia’s border
with Azerbaijan, Turkey’s regional ally.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and other Turkish leaders blamed
Yerevan for the weeklong deadly hos-
tilities and reaffirmed support for Baku
in unusually strong terms, raising the
possibility of Turkish military inter-
vention in the Karabakh conflict.

Mnatsakanyan expressed serious
concern over the Turkish “military
buildup” and cited unconfirmed re-
ports that Ankara is recruiting Islamist
militants in Syria and sending them to
Azerbaijan. “These are exactly the
moves which undermine the efforts
towards peace and stability in the re-
gion,” he said.

In that context, the Armenian
minister spoke of the “same sources of
destabilization” in the South Caucasus,
the east Mediterranean and North Af-
rica. “Any attempts to export instabil-
ity and escalation to different regions
as part of power projection is deplor-
able, whether it is in North Africa or in
the South Caucasus,” he said in an-
other jibe at Ankara.

Successive Turkish governments
have refused to establish diplomatic
relations with Yerevan and open the
Turkish-Armenian border out of soli-
darity with Azerbaijan. They have made
the normalization of Turkish-Arme-
nianrelations conditional ona Karabakh
settlement acceptable to Baku.

Turkey’s relationship with Egypt
has been strained ever since the 2013
overthrow of the Arab nation’s former
Islamist president, Mohamed Mursi.
The latter was supported by Erdogan’s
Islamist-rooted AK Party during his
short rule. Many members and sup-
porters of Mursi’s Muslim Brother-
hood fled to Turkey after the coup.

Mnatsakanyan revealed that al-
Sisiis planning to visit Armenia. But he
gave no possible dates for the trip.

September 19, 2020

Aurora Humanitarian Initiative to Support
the Reprint of “Ravished Armenia”

YEREVAN —
The Aurora Humani-
tarian Initiative has
announced that it will
support the Armenian
Genocide Museum- |
Institute in its unprec-
edented efforts to re-
publish “Ravished [
Armenia” by Aurora
Mardiganian with ad-
ditional references and
explanatory notes.
This unique publica-
tion in Armenian and
English will mark the symbolic start of
the Mémoires of Survivors of the Ar-
menian Genocide Series, a milestone
project of the Museum-Institute.

“Aurora Humanitarian Initiative
has been closely collaborating with the
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute
for many years and is especially de-
lighted to support this project in par-
ticular, as our Initiative was inspired
by the story of Aurora Mardiganian
and named after her. As a child, she
was subjected to the atrocities of the
Armenian Genocide and not only sur-
vived but went on to relive the trauma
as she told her story to the world on
stage and in film, raising awareness of
the Genocide. This year, we are cel-
ebrating the fifth anniversary of the
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative, and this
reprint couldn’t have come along in a
better time to highlight the importance
of shedding light on the resilience and
generosity of the human spirit,” said
Tom Catena, Chair of the Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative.

This effort is part of the Mémoires
of Survivors of the Armenian Geno-
cide Series, the Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute’s new publishing
project that will feature the memoirs of
the Genocide survivors that have never
been published before. The re-print of
“Ravished Armenia” in English and
Armenian, featuring 20 additional pages
of references and explanatory notes,

RAVISHED
ARMENIA

The Story of
AURORA
MARDIGANIAN

: The Christian Girl :
8 Survived the Great Massacres

will be the first two volumes of the
Memoirs Series. The English edition
will be published in 2,000 copies and
the Armenian one in 1,000 copies.

“More than a hundred years have
passed since the Armenian Genocide,
and today’s readers are not familiar
with many terms and geographical
denominations, so these references and
explanatory notes are a necessity. In
this regard, the collaboration with the
Aurora is very symbolic. Both the
Genocide Museum-Institute and the
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative aim to
raise awareness of the Armenian Geno-
cide, to fight and prevent modern-day
genocides, and to help people going
through similar tragedies. This is where
our goals and visions align,” empha-
sized Harutyun Marutyan, Director of
the Armenian Genocide Museum-In-
stitute.

Aurora supports Armenian Geno-
cide Museum-Institute through the
Aurora Grants, a program that allows
the descendants of the Armenian Geno-
cide survivors to honor the memory of
their ancestors’ saviors by helping
educational initiatives, promoting Ar-
menian heritage and raising awareness
of humanitarian efforts. In accordance
with the Memory Act, the Aurora
Grants collaborates with the Armenian
Genocide Museum-institute, contrib-
uting to the preservation of Armenian
culture and history.

Armenian Massacres Helped Shape

Continued frompage 1

2. The Armenian Genocide of
1915 and United States efforts to save
the victims during the killings or their
aftermath. These efforts included the
creation of Near East Relief by an Act
of Congress (1918), as well as intense
debates around the possibility of the
United States assuming a mandate for
an independent Armenian state (1920).

3. The 2019 Congressional reso-
lution affirming United States recogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide and
calling for “education and public un-
derstanding of the facts of the Arme-
nian Genocide, including the role of
the United States in humanitarian relief
efforts...” The inclusion of "education
and public understanding" in the reso-
lution was seen as a significant oppor-
tunity. Serious engagement with schol-
ars like Prof. Laderman who put the
Genocide in the context of evolving
U.S. foreign policy can be an impor-
tant way of taking full advantage of the
resolution.

Laderman’s discussion covered

US domestic politics (and the position
of'senators, presidential candidates and
presidents, such as Theodore
Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson and War-
ren Harding), imperial rivalries and
alliances (mainly between Great Brit-
ain and the United States), and the
impact of a devastating world war.

The discussion that followed
touched on the UN Genocide Conven-
tion of 1948 and developing case law;
the duty of states to act in genocidal
and pre-genocidal cases for purposes
of prevention or punishment; third party
intervention and differing victimisers’
and victims perspectives; the persecu-
tion of Armenian, Assyrians, Yezidis
and Kurds in the Middle East today;
Turkey’s denial of the Armenian Geno-
cide and its failure to oppose the 2019
Congressional resolution; the political
significance of the latter resolution and
the opportunities it presents lobbyists
for future action; and the lessons one
can draw from the failure of the United
States and others to protect Armenians
in a more successful manner between
1895 and 1923.
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