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Pashinyan: We Will Fight to Keep Armenia
and Artsakh Free and Happy

Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh
(Artsakh) are determined to “fight till
the end” in the face of Azerbaijan’s
continuing military offensive, Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
said on Wednesday.

Pashinyan accused Baku of re-
fusing to abide by a Russian-mediated
ceasefire agreement with the aim of
reconquering Karabakh.

“At this decisive moment, we
will not cave in because this is a fateful
war for our people,” he declared in a
televised address to the nation aired on
the 18th day of large-scale hostilities in
and around Karabakh.

“The Armenian people cannot be
intimidated, the Armenian people can-
not be defeated,” he said. “We will
fight till the end and that end is called
Free and Happy Artsakh (Karabakh),

PRE! E OFSHE
GOVERNMENT OF ARMENIA

B Uwwgov.am

Free and Happy Armenia.”

“We must win, we must live,
we must make our history, and we
are making our history,” added
Pashinyan.

The Armenian premier acknowl-
edged that Azerbaijani forces have
made “some” territorial gains at north-
ern and southern sections of the front-
line since the outbreak of the war on
September 27. But he insisted that a
“blitzkrieg” planned by the Azerbaijani
and Turkish militaries has failed and
that Karabakh’s Armenian-backed
army is “keeping the overall situation
under control.”

Pashinyan said that the media-
tors’ efforts “have not been sufficient
to rein in the Azerbaijani-Turkish-ter-

Continued onpage 4

Armenia Calls for Wider Ban on

Drone Technology Sales to Turkey

YEREVAN -- Armenia on Tues-
day urged more Western nations to
suspend the export of drone technol-
ogy to Turkey as it publicized evidence
of Turkish unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) used by Azerbaijan in the on-
going war over Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
released photographs of fragments of
a Turkish-made combat drone
Bayraktar TB2 shot down by Karabakh
Armenian forces on Monday.

The ministry spokeswoman,
Shushan Stepanyan, said one of the
photos depicts the drone’s largely in-
tact imaging and targeting system
manufactured by a Canadian-based
firm, L3Harris Wescam.

“It was manufactured by the
Canadian company Wescam in June
2020 andinstalled on Bayraktar TB2 in
September 2020,” she said.

The Canadian government tem-
porarily banned the sale of such equip-
ment to Turkey October 5 just over a
week after the outbreak of the worst
hostilities in the Karabakh conflict zone
since the early 1990s.

The move was hailed by Yerevan
but criticized by Ankara. It followed a
statement by Canadian arms control
group Project Ploughshares saying that
video of air strikes carried out by
Azerbaijani army drones indicates that
they are equipped with imaging and

Bayraktar TB2 imaging and targeting
systemmanufactured by a Canadian
company

targeting systems manufactured by
L3Harris Wescam.

A Turkish company manufactur-
ing Bayraktar reportedly also buys
components from other Western coun-
tries.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan claimed that Karabakh’s Ar-
menian-backed Defense Army has shot
down about a dozen such UAVs so far.

“None of the destroyed drones
fell on territory controlled by the De-
fense Army [until Monday.] We now

Continued onpage 4

Pompeo to Host Foreign Ministers
of Armenia and Azerbaijan on Friday

WASHINGTON, DC — The for-
eign ministers of Azerbaijanand Arme-
nia are scheduled to separately meet
with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
in Washington on Friday.

It’s not clear whether the envoys
will meet with each other or whether
U.S. officials will try to convene a
trilateral session. But their same-day
visits signal that the U.S. is deepening
its efforts to tamp down the resurgent
conflict, which has killed hundreds of
combatants and civilians since late
September.

According to U.S. government
documents Azerbaijan Foreign Min-
ister Jeyhun Bayramov will meet first
with Pompeo on Friday morning. His
Armenian counterpart, Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan, will meet shortly af-
terward with the U.S. secretary of
State.

As the fighting has progressed
over the past few weeks, Pompeo has
appealed to Armenia and Azerbaijan to
adhere to agreed-upon cease-fires, but
such truces have rapidly collapsed.
Pompeo also has urged Turkey, a
NATO ally of the United States, not to
deepen the crisis.

“We now have the Turks, who
have stepped in and provided resources
to Azerbaijan, increasing the risk, in-
creasing the firepower that’s taking
place in this historic fight,” Pompeo
told an Atlanta media outlet.

“The resolution of that conflict
ought to be done through negotiation
and peaceful discussions, not through
armed conflict,” Pompeo added, “and
certainly not with third party countries
coming in to lend their firepower to
what is already a powder keg of a
situation.”

Vice President Joe Biden Issues Statement on
Nagorno-Karabakh

Democratic presidential candi-
date Vice President Joe Biden has is-
sued a statement on hostilities in
Nagorno Karabakh.

Following is the full text of the
statement:

I am deeply concerned by the
collapse of the October 10 ceasefire
and the resumption of fighting in and
around Nagorno-Karabakh. Drones,
mortars and long-range artillery are
claiming hundreds of lives on both
sides of the line of contact and displac-
ing thousands of civilians.

Inexplicably, the Trump Admin-
istration has been largely passive, and
disengaged, throughout this recent
period of escalation. Since the out-
break of hostilities on September 27,
neither President Trump nor Secretary
of State Pompeo has placed a single
phone call to the leaders of Armenia
and Azerbaijan, even as the region
goes up in flames. Rather than delegat-
ing the diplomacy to Moscow, the
administration must get more involved,
at the highest levels, by working with
our European partners to de-escalate
the fighting and return the two sides to
negotiations.

The Trump Administration must
tell Azerbaijan that it will not tolerate
its efforts to impose a military solution

to this conflict. It must make clear to
Armenia that regions surrounding
Nagorno-Karabakh cannot be occu-
pied indefinitely and that credible ne-
gotiations on a lasting resolution of the
conflict must commence immediately
once a ceasefire is concluded. Finally,
it must stop coddling Ankara and tell
both Turkey and Iran to stay out of this
conflict. Turkey’s provision of arms
to Azerbaijan and bellicose rhetoric
encouraging a military solution are ir-
responsible. A diplomatic resolution
will not be easy to achieve, but the
Trump Administration has an obliga-
tion to try. It should do so urgently
before more lives are lost and the
conflict expands.
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Nearly 165 Jihadist Mercenaries Killed in
Azerbaijan, Several Fighters Return to Syria
Fleeing Violent Battles

Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights (SOHR) activists have con-
firmed that the Turkish government
has transported a new batch of merce-
naries from Syria to Azerbaijan. The
recent batch has comprised over 400
fighters of ““Sultan Murad”, “ Al-Hamzat
Division” and other factions, who were
supposed to be sent earlier to
Azerbaijan. However, Turkey’s trans-
fer of Syrian mercenaries to Nagorno-
Karabakh has been suspended for
awhile due to the ceasefire agreement.
Accordingly, the total number of Syr-
ian fighters sent to Azerbaijan has risen
to at least 2,050.

According to SOHR source, the
raging battles in Nagorno-Karabakh
are so violent, with Syrian mercenar-
ies directing the military operations on
the frontlines, placing extreme pres-
sure and stress on them. In this con-
text, reliable sources have informed
SOHR that several fighters have given
up, foregone their payments, and

returned to Syria, fleeing the ongoing
fierce clashes.

SOHR activists have documented
further fatalities among Syrian merce-
naries involved in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. The death toll among
the Turkish-backed factions has risen,
since the Turkish government sent
them to the frontlines, to at least 161
dead, including 92 fighters whose bod-
ies were brought to Syria while the rest
of bodies remained in Azerbaijan.

Reliable SOHR sources had con-
firmed that the Turkish government
and its intelligence service continued
recruiting Syrian mercenaries to throw
them into the military operations in
Nagorno-Karabakh region alongside
Azerbaijani forces in their conflict with
the Armenians. “The recruitment op-
erations are being conducted in com-
plete secrecy to avoid any potential
reactions by the international commu-
nity regarding the ‘recruitment of mer-
cenaries’ law” said the sources.

The Clash of Terror and Freedom:
Artsakh Treats Injured Azeri POWs,
Azerbaijan Executes Artsakh POWs

All Azerbaijani soldiers who have
been detained as prisoners of war by
Artsakh’s military are being provided
with necessary medical treatment,
Artsakh’s Human Rights Defender
Artak Beglaryan reported.

He said that recently one of the
Azeri POWs underwent surgery by
Artsakh doctors for his wounds. “In
accordance to humanitarian rules, in-
ternational law and our national legis-
lation he is provided with humanitarian
treatment. Surgery was conducted
based on his needs, and not only him
but all other POWs are receiving and
havereceived appropriate medical treat-

ment,” Beglaryan said.

The Azeri POW is identified as
Yulsiyv Nuradin Bakhtilaroghlu (pic-
tured above), and he is hospitalized in
Artsakh for already 10 days.

Amid weeks of relentless and
indiscriminate Azeri attacks on vil-
lages and towns in Artsakh, the Azeri
forces even shelled a civilian hospital
on October 14, not even realizing that
perhaps their own servicemen who
have been captured are being treated
there.

“Terrorists cannot even imag-
ine that those hospitals treat even
their military servicemen captured

French Foreign Minister: Turkey is the Only
Country not Calling for Ceasefire

PARIS -- French Foreign Minis-
ter Jean-Yves Le Drian criticized
Turkey’srole inthe Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict on Thursday, saying that An-
kara is not trying to stop the ongoing
fighting between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces.

“There will not be a military vic-
tory on this issue so the ceasefire must
be implemented,” he said, according to
Reuters. “What we can see today is the
only country which isn’t calling for
respect of the ceasefire is Turkey and
that’s damaging.”

Le Drian referred to an Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani ceasefire agreement
that was brokered by Russia on Octo-
ber 10. Hostilities in the conflict zone
have continued since then, with the
warring sides accusing each other of
violating the agreement.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan charged on Tuesday that
Azerbaijan is continuing military op-
erations along the Karabakh “line of
contact” under Turkish pressure. He
again accused Turkey of instigating
the war and deploying Turkish military
personnel and Syrian mercenaries to
Azerbaijan for that purpose.

The Turkish government has
strongly backed Azerbaijan’s military
operations in Karabakh. But both An-
kara and Baku deny Turkish involve-
ment in them.

In a phone call on Wednesday,
Russian President Vladimir Putin urged
his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to “make a constructive contri-
bution to the de-escalation of the con-
flict.”
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Russia has long led international
efforts to end the Karabakh conflict
together with France and the United
States. The three countries co-chair
the OSCE Minsk Group.Shortly after
the outbreak of the Karabakh war on
September 27 President Emmanuel
Macron accused Turkey of recruiting
jihadist fighters in Syria and sending
them to Azerbaijan.

"A red line has been crossed,
which is unacceptable,” Macron said
on October 1. "I urge all NATO part-
ners to face up to the behavior of a
NATO member.”

The Turkish and Azerbaijani gov-
ernments rejected the French accusa-
tions backed by Armenia. Azerbaijan’s
President Ilham Aliyev has accused
Macron of pro-Armenian bias.

Le Drian criticized the Turkish
role in the Karabakh conflict after talks
held in Paris with the German and
Polish foreign ministers. Speaking at a
joint news conference.

Hold Turkey Accountable for Democratic
Backsliding, Aggression

WASHINGTON, DC —Repre-
sentatives Eliot L. Engel, Chairman of
the House Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, and William R. Keating, Chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Europe,
Eurasia, Energy, and the Environment,
today called upon the Administration
to increase pressure to push back
against Turkey’s continued regional
aggression and undemocratic behav-
ior. In a letter to Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo, the lawmakers urged
Secretary Pompeo to curb Turkish
aggression in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean, Libya, Syria, Iraq, and Nagorno-
Karabakh, to impose legally-required
sanctions for Turkey’s purchase of
the Russian S-400 system, and to stand
up for the democratic rights of the
Turkish people.

“President Erdogan’s anti-demo-
cratic behavior demonstrates a disre-
gard for the U.S.-Turkish bilateral re-
lationship and jeopardizes NATO se-
curity, while his attacks on human
rights and the rule of law erode
Turkey’s democratic foundations,” the
members wrote. “If Turkey is to re-
main a valuable contributing member
of the Alliance, it is imperative that the
Administration end its acquiescence in

President Erdogan’s assaults on de-
mocracy and aggression throughout
the region.”

“Armenian Americans are grate-
ful to all of the now 100+ Senators and
Representatives who are urging, over
and over again, for the Administration
to charter better, more accountable
approach to the U.S.-Turkey relation-
ship, and steer it away from the cur-
rent policy that unfortunately is no
longer serving the interest of the U.S.
and the American people. The time for
American action is now,” stated Ar-
menian Council of America Washing-
ton D.C. Representative Taniel
Koushakjian.

by Artsakh military forces,” the Ar-
menian health minister Arsen
Torosyan said over the deplorable
attack.

Then, on October 15, a video was
posted online showing how Azerbaijani
troops are executing Armenian POWs
and filming the shooting.
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President Sarkissian: Azerbaijan and Turkey Must Be Held Responsible for Bringing
Jihadist Mercenaries to Our Region

President of Armenia Armen Sarkissian was interviewed by the Kuwaiti
daily Arabic-language newspaper Al-Jarida regarding the Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh) war. The following is a transcript from the interview.

Al- Jarida: Who started the
military actions in Nagorno-
Karabakh and in which political
context did it occur? Are we wit-
nessing a proxy war? Or another
battlefield for energy wars?

President Sarkissian: Nagorno-
Karabakh is a region which was his-
torically part of the Armenian lands
and Armenians have been living there
for thousands of years. Historically,
Nagorno-Karabakh or Artsakh, was
always a part of Armenia. It is a nice
mountainous beautiful region where
Armenians, as an indigenous people,
were inhabiting those lands for thou-
sands of years and they still live there.
Only under the Sovietregime, Nagorno-
Karabakh, as an autonomous region,
was given by Stalin to Soviet Azerbaijan
for 70 years. After the collapse of the
Soviet Union, we got the first war and
almost 30 years of negotiations. The
Azeri side says that it has a legitimate
right to free those lands. But free from
whom? There are ethnic Armenians
100% living there, and they have been
there always. Why should one leave
his/her own home just because a new-
comer wants to? This is called aggres-
sion followed by ethnic cleansing. They
want that land without Armenians. For
the Azeri side, controlling those lands
and justifying their aggression is part
of an identify-building narrative, while
for the Armenian side, it’s a struggle
for life, for cultural heritage and his-
toric memory. It is a fight for their
homes, parents and children who live
there, but who have now become di-
rect targets of Turkish drones and
Azeri missiles.

So, they started a full war while
there is a clear agreement of a cease-
fire established since 1994. This is a
real war which Azerbaijan and Turkey
prepared seriously and long ago. The
Azeri side wants to break the status-
quo and impose its will. And Turkey
militarily and politically backs this dan-
gerous venture of Azerbaijan pushing
the region to the brink of a human
disaster. We, Armenians, never chal-
lenged any energy infrastructure. In-
stead, according to some arrangements,
Armenia could even export electricity
to Turkey as it does for Iran and
Georgia. As for your question about a
proxy war, I can tell you that Turkey
is using Azerbaijan to expand its domi-
nance in the region. By doing so, it
threatens the fragile stability in the
South Caucasus.

Al-Jarida: With the regional
tension all around, are you afraid
the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh
will create a new “Syria”?

President Sarkissian: Yes, I am,
because if there is no strong interna-
tional reaction to Turkey’s deliberate
and unlawful actions in the region, we
can turn the region into a Syria-like
nightmare. And then, everyone in the
region and beyond will be affected.
So, if Turkey is not stopped from
being directly involved in military of-
fensive activities, the conflict between
Nagorno-Karabakh and Azerbaijan may

spiral out of control. We need to stop
Turkey and Azerbaijan from leveling
up the situation in magnitude, in com-
plexity, and creating something that
eventually will become another Syria
of the Caucasus. Turkey is perma-
nently recruiting and sending war mer-
cenaries, mujahedin—terrorists, Islamic
terrorists to Azerbaijan to fight against
the civilian population of Nagorno-
Karabakh-Republic or Artsakh, as we
call it. Different countries must inter-
fere and put a strong and unequivocal
pressure on Turkey to stop it from
interfering in the region. If Turkey is
restrained, then we have a chance of
an effective ceasefire and negotiations,
with a possibility of going back to the
negotiation table. This Turkish involve-
ment and the Azeri aggression, which
didn’t stop even under the declaration
of ceasing hostilities for humanitarian
purposes on October 10, 2020, gave a
feelingto everyonenot only in Nagorno-
Karabakh, Armenia but everywhere
there are Armenians, and those people
who are close to the Armenians, that
Turkey wants to repeat something that
happened 105 years ago — ethnic
cleansing of Armenians from their
homeland — and creating another Geno-
cide. We Armenians, in Armenia,
Artsakh and the Diaspora will never
allow another Genocide to happen.
Enough is enough.

Al-Jarida: Azerbaijan authori-
ties proclaimed that Armenian vol-
unteers, especially from Syria and
Lebanon, are joining the fight. Is
that accurate? Are you afraid that
this may increase religious dimen-
sions of the conflict?

President Sarkissian: After the
Genocide of Armenians perpetrated by
the Ottoman Empire and never recog-
nized as such by the modern Turkish
Republic, Armenians were spread
world-wide, and became proud citi-
zens of a number of countries: The US,
Russia, France, Iran, Argentina, Leba-
non, Australia, Syria, Georgia,
Singapore, Poland, etc. They are ef-
fectively integrated into their home
countries and societies, and are humble
and law-abiding contributors in
economy, politics, culture, sports,
sciences, technology, education, etc.
of the host countries. When there is an
imminent existential threat, Armenians
seek to get mobilized globally and they
also can come to the Homeland and
help their brothers and sisters on the
ground. Azerbaijan and Turkey, not
Armenia, should be held responsible
for bringing paid killers and fanatic
jihadists to our region, thus making
achievement of peace even more com-
plicated. The civilized world should
stop this. It is a shame for the 21st
century to still have mercenaries who
are paid for killing civilians and creat-
ing human disasters.

As for the religious dimension,
Armenians have never shown any re-
sentment and intolerance towards other
religions. The religious dimension is
just excluded from this conflict since
the very beginning. Armenia and Ar-
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menians have a full respect for all
religions and beliefs and thousands of
years of our history clearly demon-
strated our attachment to human val-
ues, including tolerance and respect
for other religions, cultures, race, etc.
I don’t know any Armenian having
hatred for representatives of other re-
ligions. We adopted Christianity in 301,
officially the first in the world. During
two millennia, the Armenian nation
experienced wars, conflicts, exoduses,
and even a Genocide, but it never
became a blind religious fanatic, as
now we see many among those fight-
ing against us on the Azeri side. But
you will always find those who want to
ignite hatred and fuel new escalations,
and they will say there is a religious
dimension which is nonsense.

Al-Jarida: Are you satisfied
with the Arab gulf countries stance
on the situation?

President Sarkissian: Since the
very first day, when the Azeri side
backed by Turkey started its unprec-
edented offensive against Armenians
in Nagorno-Karabakh, I was in touch
with heads of the Arab countries, such
as the Sultan of Oman, the King of
Bahrain, the Emir of Qatar, the Presi-
dent of Egypt, the King of Jordan, the
Crown Prince of the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi, etc. In my letters and phone call
I was expressing my deep concern
over the spiraling situation stating that
regrettably, Azerbaijan’s intermittent
war against the people of Artsakh and
the Republic of Armenia was nothing
new and that for over three decades,
Azerbaijan was trying to solve the
Nagorno-Karabakh issue through mili-
tary means and wipe out the Armenian
population from its Homeland. And
this is unacceptable.

Al-Jarida: What are
Armenia’s demands for a ceasefire?
How do you envision the political
solution?

President Sarkissian: This is not
the first time in about 30 years that
Azerbaijan, enjoying the overt support
of Turkey, perpetrated horrific ag-
gression against Armenians of
Nagorno-Karabakh, using a wide range
of artillery and rocket munitions, in-
cluding the banned cluster bombs to
target the residential areas, situated far
from the line of contact. It is important
to remember that the routes of this
conflict lied back in 1990-1991, when
to the peaceful protests of the Arme-

nians inNagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijan
then-Soviet Republic responded with
brutal military force, committing mass
ethnic cleansings, and continued atroci-
ties aimed to forcefully squeeze out the
Armenian population. The Armenians
then withstood the imposed war and
enjoyed 26 years of de-facto indepen-
dence and peaceful life on their own
Homeland amidst an enduring process
of negotiations.

And now, the Turkish-Azerbaijan
ongoing aggression the Armenians are
exposed to are their genocidal inten-
tions, leaving no alternative for the
local population but to fight again to
save their homes, families, thousands
year old history and monuments.

Therefore, we are more than
convinced that the international recog-
nition of the Republic of Artsakh is the
only option that might guarantee the
security and the right of the Armenians
living in Artsakh. So the political solu-
tion is clear: the only way to prevent
the potential genocide and forced dis-
placement of these people is the inter-
national recognition of their self-de-
termination.

Al-Jarida: Are you optimistic
about France and Russia and the
United States upcoming meetings?
Do you think the international in-
tervention will help or complicate
the situation?

The international mediation of
OSCE Minsk Group co-chaired by
France, Russia, and the United States
was one of the factors of lasting peace-
oriented to a peaceful outcome, which
was blatantly disrupted by Turkey and
Azerbaijan blowing up the Caucasus
region on September 27, transferring
mercenaries and radical jihadists to
fight the Armenians.

Even though the joint statements
of leaders of France, Russia and the
United States to halt the violence im-
mediately and back to the negotiation
table, those were defiantly ignored not
only by the Azeri government but first
and foremost by Erdogan’s Turkey,
who bears responsibility for instigat-
ing and militarily involving in
Azerbaijan’s unleashed aggression
against the Armenians of Nagorno-
Karabakh. So, the only international
intervention that not only complicated
the situation but evoked an existential
threat to the Armenians dramatically

Continued onpage 4
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43 Tons of Humanitarian Aid Transported
From Los Angeles to Yerevan

YEREVAN — A Qatar Airways
plane with 43 tons of humanitarian aid
was transported from the USA to Ar-
menia today at midday, Armenia’s Civil
Aviation Committee said.

The humanitarian assistance
was collected by American Ar-
menian and transported by
ArmeniaFund, US partner of the
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund.

The plane was originally to arrive
in Armenia on October 15 from Los
Angeles, however, Turkey closed its
air space for it. Armenia’s Civil Avia-
tion Committee filed a complaint to the
air navigation safety organization
EUROCONTROL.

Tatevik Revazyan, the head of
the Civil Aviation Committee, said the
cargo transportation became eventu-
ally possible thanks to the tireless round-
the-clock efforts of the Committee
and the Armenian community of the
United States.

“Today, the plane with humani-
tarian aid arrived in Armenia by cross-
ing Turkish airspace,” Revazyan said.

Earlier this month a shipment of
20 tons was send to Armenia that
included pharmaceuticals, medical and
surgical supplies, portable X-Ray ma-
chines, hospital beds, sleeping bags,
warm winter apparel and portable gen-
erators

We Will Fight to Keep Armenia and Artsakh Free

Continued frompage 1

rorist alliance.” He charged that An-
kara has been encouraging Baku to
continue the hostilities as part of its
“traditional genocidal policy towards
our people.”

Inhis televised speech, Pashinyan
thanked Russia and Putin personally
for their mediation efforts. “Russia
has managed to properly perform its
role as a co-chair of the OSCE Minsk
Group and Armenia’s strategic ally,”
he said.

Armenia Calls for Wider Ban

Continued frompage 1

seem to finally possess fragments of
Bayraktar,” he wrote on Facebook.

Pashinyan described the publi-
cized photos as further proof of
Turkey’s “direct involvement” in the
war. “Based on this fact, those coun-
tries that supply Turkey with neces-
sary parts of Bayraktar should follow
Canada’s example and suspend fur-
ther supplies,” he said.

Armenia has also accused Tur-
key of deploying Turkish military per-
sonnel and Syrian mercenaries to
Azerbaijan ahead of the war. The Turk-

ish and Azerbaijani governments deny
that.

Baku has admitted heavily using
Turkishas well as Israeli drones against
Armenian targets. But it insists that
they belong to and are operated by the
Azerbaijani army.

According to exports data cited
by the Reuters news agency, Turkey’s
military exports to Azerbaijan have
risen six-fold this year, with sales of
drones and other military equipment
rising to $77 million last month alone.
Most of the purchased drones, rocket
launchers, ammunition and other weap-
ons were delivered after July.
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CBS Terminates Two Of its Employees Who
Attacked Armenian Protesters

LOS ANGELES — CBS Enter-
tainment Group President and CEO
George Cheeks sent a letter to Arme-
nian Council General in Los Angeles
Dr. Armen Baibourtian, apologizing
for an incident that happened at CBS
lot in Los Angeles.

In the letter dated October 13th,
the CBS president wrote:

Dear Honorable Ambassador
Baibourtian:

I’m reaching out to you today
regarding the pro-Armenian protests
yesterday at CBS and to provide an
update on two regrettable incidents
that were brought to our attention. It’s
also my understanding that you visited
the protest and talked briefly with our
security officials.

As you know, video posted on

social media showed individuals enter-
ing our lot making hateful and offen-
sive comments to the protesters. Two
of these individuals have been identi-
fied as CBS employees.

Please be assured: this conduct
does not align with the values of our
company, and we condemn their lan-
guage in the strongest terms. These
incidents were investigated immedi-
ately, and as of last night, both of these
individuals are no longer employed by
CBS.

All of us here want you to know
that we respect your right for peaceful
protest, and we apologize to you and
the Armenian community for this ex-
perience outside our facility.

Sincerely,

George Cheeks

Azerbaijan and Turkey Must Be Held Responsible

Continued frompage 3

destabilizing the entire region is
Turkey. And here is worth men-
tioning Turkey’s Foreign Minister
Chavushoglu’s statement that his
country will continue to stand by
Azerbaijan on the ground and on the
table, hence confirming Turkey’s
military involvement in this war. This
fact should inherently raise a concern
among NATO members that their ally
is an initiator of aggression against its
Partnership for Peace partner. With
this regard, to my understanding, the
imperative for the international stake-
holders, particularly to those who are
interested in long-term peace or in the
conflict resolution namely France, the
United States, and Russia and others,
is to refrain Turkey, making both An-
kara and Baku accountable and re-
sponsible for provoking this horrible
war.

Al-Jarida: Armenia is discon-
tent with the US over the use of F-
16s and with Israel over the weapon
shipments to Baku, and Russia was
very cautious about showing sup-
port to you, are you concerned that
Armenia will find herself alone?

Predident Sarkissian: The issue
of Turkish F-16 in this war was
raised by Armenia’s Prime Minister
Pashinyan, who eventually stated that
the United States may want to ex-
plain whether those fighter jets were
delivered to Turkey for bombing Ar-
menian civilians. It is also about
NATO since Turkey is a NATO mem-

ber and operates those F-16s. I have
asked some NATO colleagues to look
at this very carefully because we
have a situation where a member of
NATO — an organization, which has
a clear mandate of what to do — is
taking part or getting involved in a
conflict of third parties, which are
not NATO members. Does Turkey
have an authorization or a green light
from NATO? If yes, we should know
that. If not, then I hope that our
colleagues in NATO will make their
voice heard and put pressure on Tur-
key that they should not get involved
in this conflict because their pres-
ence here is not helping at all — it is
escalating the situation dramatically.

On the other hand, the issue of
Israel’s continued arming of Azerbaijan
has a long story, which remains con-
fusing for the Armenian society. Even
now, at times of the Turkey-Azerbaijan
aggression against the Armenians, the
Israeli government’s unchanged be-
havior in arming the aggressor is far
from understanding for the Armenian
side, who asks a simple question: since
the Jewish State is a Genocide-survi-
vor country, so why are you arming
those who wage genocidal war against
Armenia? Armenia and Artsakh are not
alone, as we are on the side of truth. As
for the position of Russia, President
Vladimir Putin made clear that Russia
was and will keep its commitments as
a bilateral and multilateral security
treaty ally of Armenia under the terms
and conditions of a strategic partner-
ship with Armenia.
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ARMENIAN COUNCIL OF AMERICA

Political Action Committee

3.2020 ENDORSEMENTS
VOTE FOR

U.S. SENATE

PRESIDENT

J ak Reed Dick Durbin Sara Gideon John Hickenlooper
Rhode Island Illinois Maine Colorado

!

J Oseph Biden Christopher Coons Ed Markey =~ Mark Warner  Jaime Harrison
Delaware Massachusetts Virginia South Carolina

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Jackie Speier Jim Costa o Anna Eshoo Christy Smith Judy Chu Adam Schiff Tony Cardenas Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez  Rashida Tlaib
CA-CD 14 CA-C A -CD 18 "A - CD 25 CA-CD 27 CA-CD28 CA-CD29 NY - CD 14 MI - CD 13

‘k;h

| : ://
: ¥ ! 4 "
Brad Sherman Grace Napolitano Ted Lieu Jimmy Gomez Karen Bass Linda Sanchez Lucille Roybal-Allard Frank Pallone Gus Bilirakis
CA-CD 30 CA-CD 32 CA-CD33 CA-CD34 CA-CD 37 CA-CD 38 CA-CD 40 NI-CD 6 FL-CD 12

STATE ASSEMBLY CA STATE SENATE LOS ANGELES COUNTY
,g mﬂ

Luz Rivas Chris Holden Laura Friedman Jesse Gabriel Adrin Naz: Scott Wilk Anthony Portantino
AD 39 AD 41 AD 43 AD 45 AD 46 District 21 District 25 for County SupervisorDistrict 2

LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL

‘ ‘ - ARMENIAN
- COUNCIL OF
V= ¥l 2 AMERICA

Ed Chau R]Lh.ﬂ'd Bloom \flgucl Santiago Anthony Rt:nd on Mike A. Gipson David Ryu
AD 49 AD 50 AD 53 AD 63 AD 64 LA Council District 4

Paid for by the
Armenian Council of America-PAC
1060 N. Allen Ave Suite 210
Pasadena, CA 91104
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