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Armenian President Calls for Snap Elections
Ruling Bloc Silent on Proposel

President Armen Sarkissian called
late on Monday for the holding of fresh
parliamentary elections in Armenia,
saying that they are needed to resolve
a political crisis sparked by the war in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The elections would “save the
country from upheavals” in the wake
of the six-week war that resulted in
Armenian territorial losses in and
around Karabakh, Sarkissian said in a
televised address to the nation.

He urged Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan’s government and My Step
alliance to come up with a “roadmap”
for the snap polls. They should be held
by a new, interim “government of
national accord,” added the head of
state.

Sarkissian, who has largely cer-
emonial powers, said that his propos-
als reflect the dominant view of politi-
cal party leaders and public figures
with whom he has held consultations
in recent days.

Some of those parties have been
holding demonstrations in Yerevan to

condemn Pashinyan’s handling of the
war and demand his resignation. The
prime minister has rejected their de-
mands. He has yet to publicly clarify
whether he could agree to snap general
elections demanded by his political
opponents.

Pashinyan and his political team
did not immediately react to
Sarkissian’s speech. A senior member
of My Step, deputy parliament speaker
Lena Nazarian, said in the afternoon
that the ruling political team has not yet
discussed the issue.

“The official view of [My Step’s
parliamentary] faction is expressed by
the faction leader [Lilit Makunts.] Please
talk to her,” Nazarian told reporters.

Makunts dismissed opposition
demands for Pashinyan's resigna-
tion. “By stirring up such emotions
now that our officials are holding
negotiations and very important pro-
cesses are unfolding with respect to
Karabakh one does demonstrate a
patriotic and statesmanlike position,”
she said.

GYO Candlelight Vigil Honors
Fallen Artsakh Heroes,
Unites Community in Solidarity

GLENDALE, CA — Over 300
mourners of all ages gathered on
Artsakh Avenue on Nov. 13 to honor
the courageous Armenian soldiers who
died while fighting heroically during
the Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh) war
at a candlelight vigil organized by the
Social Democrat Hunchakian party’s
Gaidz Youth Organization (GYO).

A moment of silence was observed
to pay homage to the valiant soldiers,
followed by opening remarks by GYO
member Alex Berberian who spoke about
the Armenian nation’s resilience and the
duty we have to honor our brave sol-
diers. “Despite withstanding yet another
difficult chapter in our history, our story
still continues as it has for thousands of
years. The Armenian nation will perse-
vere through this just as it did in 451 AD
on the plains of Avarayr, and in 1918 at
the gates of Sardarabad,” said Berberian.

“Let’s come together and pay

our respects to the heroes of Artsakh,
the selfless protectors of our lands
who were martyred while defending
our ancestral homes, churches and
peaceful way of life. These brave men
and women made the ultimate sacri-
fice so that we may realize the mission
of a safe and free existence in our
homeland. We have the duty to honor
them as one, unified, indispensable
Armenian nation,” he added.

GYO co-Chair Alison Ghafari
reminded the audience of the sacri-
fices made by the soldiers to protect
our sacred lands. “For the past 46 days
we have ached and wept bitterly as we
read the names of each brave soldier
lost. We watched them as they were
on the battlefield defending Artsakh
with smiles on their faces, telling us in
Armenian not to worry because they

Continued onpage 4

Putin Hopes Conditions Have Been Created
for Full Resolution of Karabakh Conflict

MOSCOW — Russian President
Vladimir Putin said on Tuesday that a
Russian-brokered agreement that
stopped the war in Nagorno-Karabakh
may have laid the groundwork for an
eventual resolution of the Armenian-
Azerbaijani conflict.

Putin mentioned the November 9
deal as he spoke at a virtual summit of
the leaders of Brazil, China, Russia,
India and South Africa making up the
BRICS grouping.

“It is important that the men-
tioned agreements are being observed,”
he said. “Hostilities have been fully
stopped and the situation is stabilizing.
Conditions have thus been created for
a long-term and full resolution of the
crisis on a just basis and in the interests
of both the Azerbaijani and Armenian
peoples.”

Putin, Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev struck the deal six
weeks after the start of the war that
killed thousands of soldiers from both
sides.

Azerbaijan agreed to halt offen-
sive military operations in return for an
Armenian pledge to withdraw by the

end of this month from three districts
around Karabakh. Baku regained con-
trol over four other districts, which
had been occupied by Karabakh Arme-
nian forces in the early 1990s, during
the latest war.

The truce accord also calls for
the deployment in the conflict zone of
around 2,000 Russian peacekeepers
and the return of refugees and inter-
nally displaced persons. It says noth-
ing about Karabakh’s future status,
the main bone of contention.

Yerevan has indicated that it will
continue to seek international recogni-
tion of Karabakh’s secession from
Azerbaijan. By contrast, Aliyev stated
on Tuesday that Baku will not even
agree to grant the Armenian-populated
territory an autonomous status.

Russia has for decades tried to
broker a Karabakh settlement together
with the United States and France. The
three world powers co-chair the Minsk
Group of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and French Foreign Minister

Continued onpage 3

Artsakh Residents Start Returning to Their
Homes Escorted by Russian Peacekeepers

STEPANAKERT — Hundreds of
Artsakh residents have stated return-
ing to their homes nearly one week
after a Russian-brokered ceasefire
agreement stopped the Armenian-
Azerbaijani war.

According to the Russian De-
fense Ministry, on Sunday alone 475
of them arrived in Stepanakert from
Yerevan in a convoy of 19 buses es-
corted by Russian peacekeeping forces
deployed in the Karabakh conflict zone
in line with the agreement.

Like other refuges, they were
bused through one of the two main
highways connecting Armenia to
Karabakh. It passes through the
Kelbajar district that has been Karabakh
Armenian control since 1993.

Under the truce accord an-
nounced on November 10, Kelbajar

was due to be placed back under
Azerbaijani control by Monday. Baku
said at the weekend that it has agreed
to delay Armenian withdrawal from
the mountainous district until Novem-
ber 25.

An RFE/RL correspondent wit-
nessed on Monday numerous cars,
buses and trucks moving along the
Kelbajar road. They transported refu-
gees and their possessions back to
Karabakh.

There were also signs of a return
to normality in Stepanakert and other
Karabakh towns and villages severely
damaged by Azerbaijani air strikes and
shelling. The streets of Stepanakert
were visibly filled with more people
than during the six-week war.

Continued on page 2
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Macron Says France Ready to Help
Building Lasting Solution to
Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

PARIS -- Witha Russia-brokered
truce between Armenia and Azerbaijan
continuing to hold in Nagorno-
Karabakh, French President Emmanuel
Macron says he is ready to help build
a lasting and balanced solution for all
sides in the conflict.

The peace deal, announced early
on November 10, came after
Azerbaijani forces made major battle-
field gains in and around Nagorno-
Karabakh. Three previous cease-fires
signed since fighting broke out again
on September 27 had failed to hold.

The deal includes the deployment
of 2,000 Russian peacekeepers in the
region.

France, part of the Minsk Group
of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) -- co-
chaired by Russia, France, and the
United States -- has found itself some-
what sidelined by Moscow's efforts in
the conflict.

While Macron has been careful
not to back one side or the other in the
dispute, he also has to be wary with
some 400,000 to 600,000 people of

Armenian origin living in France.
"The President expressed his sat-
isfaction with the end of the fighting,
recalled his friendship for Armenia and
its people as well as his readiness to
build a fair, lasting and acceptable
political solution for all parties in
Nagorno-Karabakh," the French presi-
dency said in a statement detailing a
call with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan late on November 12.

U.K. House of Lords Member
Baroness Caroline Cox Visits Artsakh,
Meets with President Atayik Harutyunyan

STEPANAKERT -- Artsakh
President Arayik Harutyunyan received
Member of the House of Lords, Baron-
ess Caroline Cox and her delegation on
Saturday.

The President thanked Baroness
Cox for supporting the people of
Artsakh at the most challenging times,
for her humanitarian activity in Artsakh.

During the meeting the interlocu-
tors touched upon the large-scale war
unleashed by Azerbaijan against
Artsakh, with direct involvement of
Turkey and foreign mercenary terror-
ists, recent developments around the
Azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict, the
November 10 statement by Armenia’s
Prime Minister, Presidents of Russia
and Azerbaijan on complete ceasefire
and termination of all hostilities in
Nagorno Karabakh and its provisions,
as well as subsequent developments.

Baroness Cox briefed on the steps
she undertook during the war to con-
demn Azerbaijani criminal conduct and
raise awareness on various interna-
tional platforms about the legitimate
struggle of the Artsakh people for their

rights and freedoms, underlined the
imperative to take measures to address
on ground the humanitarian crisis re-
sulting from the Turkish-Azerbaijani
aggression in Artsakh.

On Friday, Baroness Cox and her
delegation met with Artsakh human
rights defender Artak Beglaryan. Ar-
menian human rights defender Arman
Tatoyan also participated in the meet-
ing.

Beglaryan presented the results
of the fact-finding mission and the war
crimes committed by Azerbaijan from
September 27 to November 9. He said
during the war, he published two in-
terim reports on the atrocities of the
Azerbaijani armed forces, three closed
reports on the inhuman treatment of
Armenian prisoners of war and corpses
of military personnel by Azerbaijanis,
one report on the attack on the Cathe-
dral of Holy All-Savior in Shushi and
another report on the violation of
children's rights, as well as a joint
report with the human rights defender
of Armenia on the use of chemical
weapons by Azerbaijani armed forces.

Artzrun Hovhannisyan Resigns as Armenian
Defense Ministry Special Spokesman

YEREVAN (Arka) -- Artsrun
Hovhannisyan resigned yesterday as
special spokesman for the Armenian
defense ministry. On his Facebook
page, Hovhannisyan wrote that he was
confident in the victory of the Arme-
nian forces in Artsakh.

“During this war, I conducted
my military operations in the fourth
plane - in the “information plane”.
Time and professional analysis will
give an assessment of how I did it.
There is no person who would not be
wrong. The information that I pro-
vided to the public was mainly based
on the information of the General Staff
of the Armenian Armed Forces and the
Artsakh Defense Army. Yes, I was
sure that we will win, this belief of
mine was based on the battles fought
by many of my comrades in arms,” he
wrote on his Facebook page.

During the 44 days of the war in
Artsakh against the Azerbaijani-Turk-
ish aggression, Hovhannisyan was giv-
ing daily evening briefings, presenting
the situation on Artsakh War frontline
and answering questions from jour-

nalists, both local and international.

He also wrote on his page that he
had retired from this activity on No-
vember 9.

“I will continue to work in the
scientific field and ask you to protect
me from various proposals. I have not
been involved in politics and I am not
going to do it. I bow before our heroic
victims. I must put my life into the
education and upbringing of a new
generation,” Hovhannisyan added.

Senator Menendez Calls for Humanitarian
Support to Armenia

WASHINGTON - Senator Bob
Menendez (D-N.J.), Ranking Member
of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, delivered remarks on the Sen-
ate Floor on the Turkish-backed con-
flict between Azerbaijan and Armenia.
The Senator addressed the implica-
tions for regional stability following a
Moscow-brokered agreement that
grants Russia another foothold in the
south Caucasus, as well as the need
for President-elect Biden to reassert
American leadership following the
Trump administration’s failure to de-
fend ethnic Armenians and promote
American values.

“We now have a trio of
authoritarians running the show in the
south Caucasus. It should alarm any-
one dedicated to a peaceful solution of
this longstanding conflict. It should
alarm anyone dedicated to democratic
reform in the region. And it should
alarm anyone concerned about basic
human rights and respect for interna-
tional law,” Senator Menendez said.
“All of this happened while Donald

Trump slept, yet another example of
diplomatic malpractice at the highest
levels of an administration that will
thankfully conclude in January.”

In addition to calling for a substan-
tial assistance package to address the
humanitarian needs created by this con-
flict and exacerbated by COVID-19,
Senator Menendez called on the Trump
administration to immediately suspend
the provision of defense articles to Tur-
key and Azerbaijan, halt U.S. security
assistance to Azerbaijan, and confront
Turkish aggression in the region.

“Under Erdogan, Turkey has en-
gaged in unbridled aggression outside of
itsborders, inviolation of NATO’s found-
ing principles and international norms,”
Senator Menendez continued. “By tak-
ing the steps that I have described here
tonight, we can begin a new chapter of
U.S. policy in the region, and right past
wrongs. And | am committed, as I have
always been alongside the Armenian-
American community in New Jersey
and across our country, to see this just
work through to the end.”

Artsakh Residents Start Returning

Continued frompage 1

After Kelbajar’s handover to
Azerbaijan the other highway passing
through the Lachin district will be-
come Karabakh’s sole overland link
with Armenia. Its sections close to the
Karabakh town of Shushi were the
scene of fierce fighting between Ar-
menian and Azerbaijani forces in the
final days of the war.

The Russian peacekeepers are
being deployed along the Lachin corri-
dor and the current Armenian-
Azerbaijani “line of contact” in and
around Karabakh. The Russian De-
fense Ministry said on Monday that

they have started clearing the road
from landmines and wreckage of mili-
tary hardware destroyed during the
fighting.

“The road is being prepared for
the return of the refugees,” said Colo-
nel Alexei Polyukhovich, the deputy
commander of the Russian peacekeep-
ing contingent.

Armenian Prime Minster Nikol
Pashinyan predicted, meanwhile, that
the Lachin road will likely be re-
opened to traffic “in the coming
days.” Pashinyan also said that more
than a thousand Karabakh refugees
have returned home in the last sev-
eral days.
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How To Explain?

A

BY HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

Artsakh was liberated during
Levon Ter-Petrosyan’s rule, but he
was accused of making Armenia “cold
and dark™ and robbing it.

Levon Ter-Petrosyan opened up
to the people and explained what would
happen to us if we did not compromise
from the position of the winner, but he
was accused of treason.

Robert Kocharyan was not an
Armenian citizen, but was “elected”
President of Armenia by constitutional
violations.

The bloc of Vazgen Sargsyan
(the main figure in the liberation of
Artsakh) and Karen Demirjian won the
May 30,1999 parliamentary elections,
inspiring the people with a bright fu-
ture for Armenia, but they were assas-
sinated in the Parliament on October
27 of the same year.

Robert Kocharyan and his allies
organized the October 27, 1999 mas-
sacre, beheading our statehood, but
those who professed the national in-
terest subserviently kept silent.

During the ten years of Robert
Kocharyan’s rule, from the presiden-
tial to the local elections, they were
rigged, institutions of strategic value
for the country were handed over to a
foreign power, the country’s wealth
was plundered, but the propagandists
of democracy subserviently kept silent
by pocketing their share.

Robert Kocharyan handed over
power to Serzh Sargsyan on March 1,
2008, at the cost of firing at demon-
strators and killing ten people, but
those who preached about putting the
interests of the people above personal
interests subserviently kept silent.

During Serzh Sargsyan’srule, all
elections were rigged again and the
looting of the country continued, but
those who advocated for democracy
continued to subserviently keep silent,
at the expense of a few parliamentary
seats.

During the years of Robert
Kocharyan and Serzh Sargsyan’s rule,
the foundations of our statehood con-
tinued to be eroded, but those who
preached about a strong state subser-

viently kept silent.

During the years of Robert
Kocharyan and Serzh Sargsyan, in spite
of our enemy Azerbaijan’s blatant arms
purchases, they enriched their pockets
with billions of dollars they looted,
built castles and invested in foreign
countries. But the Armenian soldier
was served a low-quality meal, the
country’s military industry was not
enhanced, the army was not strength-
ened with modern weapons, and the
propagandists of a powerful state con-
tinued to subserviently keep silent.

During the years of Robert
Kocharyan and Serzh Sargsyan, the
Armenians of Armenia and the
Diaspora, with the exception of those
in power and those few enjoying spe-
cial privileges, were in a state of de-
spair in view of the situation in Arme-
nia, which had reached the abyss of
decline. It is an obvious reality that the
2018 Velvet Revolution breathed new
life into them.

Those who brought Armenia to
the brink of the abyss have been fight-
ing since 2018 to regain the monopo-
lies they havelost and hinder Armenia’s
development.

The terrible blow that the enemy
was preparing before our eyes and
was able to deliver, was the result of
two decades of robbery and destruc-
tive policies of Robert Kocharyan and
Serzh Sargsyan. Unfortunately, the
positive changes of the last two years
were not enough to avoid the catastro-
phe. The fact is that the expected 3-5
days of resistance lasted 44 days. It is
a fact that during the second week of
the war, traitors went to the frontlines
to persuade our brave soldiers to lay
down their arms. It is a fact that there
are deserters among the protesters in
Yerevan, who destroy the Parliament
building instead of fighting the enemy.

The defeat we suffered is ter-
rible. But those responsible must be
identified. All the above-mentioned re-
alities and facts must be sufficient to
be convinced that a return to the de-
structive rule of the former authorities
will lead to the disintegration of Arme-
nia and to the demoralization of the
Diaspora.

Putin Hopes Conditions Have Been Created

Continued frompage 1

Jean-Yves Le Drian discussed the
Karabakh conflict when they met in
Paris on Monday. According to a U.S.
State Department official, they ac-
knowledged Russia’s role in the end of

the hostilities while concurring that
Moscow should further clarify terms
of the ceasefire deal and Turkey’s role
in its implementation.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said on Tuesday that Moscow
is ready to provide such clarifications.

We Have Outlived Empires and Can Build
Our Nation's Tomorrow

BY HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN,
Oxford

As one of the nations in this
world, whose millennia-long biogra-
phy is the envy of the world, we
should not allow some anomalous, self-
interested forces, circles or personali-
ties trample the national wisdom we
have gained through myriads of im-
posed wars, destruction and displace-
ment.

The painful setback ofthe Artsakh
War shall pass as well, like many other
calamities in our history. As a nation,
we have the biblical wisdom to know
that “there is a time for everything and
a season for every activity... a time to
be born and a time to die, a time for war
and a time for peace.”

Today, as we honour the heroes
of the war, as we mourn the loss of the
fallen points of light, we must start to
create our tomorrow today. Our to-
morrow should be built on one key
lesson of this war: we shall only rely on
our own strengths to determine our
national destiny. We shall draw our
own trajectory for our national life.

The starting point is to look at
today from the perspective of the fu-
ture — not the past, even as our histori-
cal pedigree and culture are sources of
enrichment and strength. We have been
too retrospective in our national life —
mostly defining ourselves by the past
rather than the future. We must bring
our talents, knowledge, experience and

resources together. We must be united
in our vision and purpose, even as we
remain diverse, plural and free-think-
ing. We must plan our preferred future
together as a nation.

Our “today” must always be de-
fined by the future we envision and not
impeded by the past. Up to the start of
the Artsakh War, the hottest topic of
public discussion and controversy in
Armenia was the issue of the content
of Armenian history textbooks in
schools. Experts, policy makers, in-
tellectuals and politicians were fight-
ing over whether Armenian history
goes back to 4000 or 3000 years.
History does not secure victory. We
must think, discuss and labour as to
how we can educate our children to
become world class scientists, tech-
nologists, innovators, developers and
data scientists. Future wars will not be
fought with tanks, but with keyboards.

I believe the failures and set-
backs we felt deep in our guts on
November 10th are opportunities for
drawing the path of our national
strength tomorrow. Together, we can
and must build our bright tomorrow,
even from the ashes of destruction.
That’s what our ancestors have done
and that’s what our future generations
expect.

Building our future means seeing
the impact and consequences of our
own actions and inactions today on
tomorrow. It means determining where
we wish to go from where we are at
this point.

Uruguay Capital Montevideo Recognizes
the Independence of Artsakh

T h e
Montevideo De-
partmental Council
has approved a dec-
laration in which it
recognizes the in-
dependence of the
Republic of Artsakh
and denounces the
agreement to end| '/
the war signed by |,
Azerbaijan, Arme- J‘.,
nia and Russia, ¢
which, it says is a [

“consequence of

the illegal use of force and not of
authentic balanced negotiations as es-
tablished by the UN.”

The resolution denounces the
military attacks against the population
of the Republic of Artsakh and Arme-
nia by Azerbaijan with the support of
the genocidal state of Turkey, noting
that Turkey was involved in transfer-
ring mercenaries to fight against
Artsakh, violating the Minsk Group
Agreements and the ceasefire for all
conflicts declared by the UN during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Inaddition, Montevideo conveyed
it greatest solidarity with the entire
civilian population (Armenian and
Azerbaijani), the main victims of nu-
merous destabilizing attacks and viola-
tions of international law, the people of

Artsakh and Armenians who continue
to fight for their survival, confronting
the continuation of the genocide per-
petrated in 1915.

Montevideo also declared that
“the agreement signed by Azerbaijan,
Russia and Armenia is the consequence
of the illegal use of force and not of
authentic balanced negotiations as es-
tablished by the UN, representing a
forced transfer of historical heritage
and territory populated by Armenians
for millennia.”

Finally, the Montevideo Depart-
mental Council announced its “recog-
nition of the Republic of Artsakh, call-
ing on the international community to
respect its status as an independent
state, this being the true path for a
peaceful solution and granting lasting
peace for Artsakh and Armenia.”
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World Council of Churches Appeals for
Protection of Holy Sites in Artsakh

The executive committee of the
World Council of Churches (WCC)
has called on UNESCO to take all
possible and appropriate measures to
protect holy sites in Artsakh. The WCC
noted this in a statement, which reads
as follows:

“We joinwith His Holiness Karekin
II, Supreme Patriarc h and Catholicos
of All Armenians, in praying for wis-
dom, unity and calm. We grieve with
all those who have suffered terrible
losses not only in the renewed fighting
since 27 September, but throughout
the long history of the struggle for
self-determination in the region, en-
trenching antagonism more deeply with
each precious life lost.

We stand in solidarity with the
Armenian communities that are threat-
ened by the renewal of the genocide
against their people, particularly in light
of the egregious comments made by
Turkish President Erdogan vowing to
“fulfil this mission, which our grand-
fathers have carried out for centuries,
in the Caucasus region” and in light of
Turkey’s role in the current conflict.
The WCC condemns any such threats,
explicit or implicit, and the actions of
those who have insinuated themselves
in the conflict and exacerbated its vio-
lence, including by supplying interna-
tionally-banned weapons, sending mer-
cenaries and jihadists from Syria and
elsewhere, and seeking to turn it into a
religious conflict. The WCC condemns

the use of chemical weapons and clus-
ter munitions, the targeting of civil-
ians, hospitals and public infrastruc-
ture, and all other war crimes,
beheadings, torture and other atroci-
ties witnessed in the past weeks.

Furthermore, we appeal for re-
spect for the holy sites and cultural
heritage of Nagorno-Karabakh/
Artsakh, though the repeated shelling
of the Ghazanchetsots Cathedral in
Shushi on 8 October and the numerous
reports being received of other more
recent desecrations indicate a differ-
ent reality. We urge UNESCO to take
all possible and appropriate measures
to protect these sites.

We call urgently upon all mem-
bers of the international community
to join in supporting efforts for the
protection of such holy sites, for the
return in safety and dignity of all
refugees and displaced people, for
protection of the Armenian people
from the threat of genocide, for a
lasting peace founded on justice and
human rights for the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh/Artsakh and the
wider region, and to refrain from
instigating or encouraging antago-
nism, conflict and injustice.

We lift up and accompany the
continuing ministry and witness of the
churches of the region, and pray that
the church leaders may be given
strength and wisdom to guide their
people through this crisis.”

GYO Candlelight Vigil

Continued frompage 1

were there to protect us. These sol-
diers did not die in vain. They defended
their people until the very end, despite
how little they had,” Ghafari said.

“Regardless of their circum-
stances, they never lost hope and they
fought with love for their people, their
history, their family, and their ances-
tors until the very end. May we never,
ever forget their precious names and
faces. May we always keep them on
the forefront of our minds and forever
in our hearts. We must honor them by
staying united, and by never losing
hope as they never lost hope. May we
never let them down and forget the
ultimate sacrifices that they have made
for us,” she added.

The long list of names of martyred
soldiers were read along with their

birth years intermittently along with
various speakers delivering speeches
about solidarity in Armenia and the
Armenian Diaspora. Musical perfor-
mances were conducted by Marian
Pachanian with a poetry reading of
Paruyr Sevak’s “Kich Enk Bayts Hye
Enk” poemby Angela Pachanian. Dea-
con Stepan Hovagimian led a solemn
prayer in memory of the Artsakh he-
roes and delivered a powerful mes-
sage of the right to defend one’s
homeland.

“Yes, these are difficult times for
all us. Our unity is more crucial than
ever. Just a week ago we were to-
gether, from Madagascar to Buenos
Aires, from Sydney to Stockholm.
Before you all think we were defeated
and became hopeless, I want you to be
proud because we were one nation all
over the world. We were stronger than

November 21, 2020

A Joint Statement by Armenian Evangelical
World Council and Armenian Missionary
Association of America
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“Even though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil; for youare with me.” Palms 23:4

The calamitous end of the national
turmoil of the past seven weeks is ago-
nizing for every Armenian as we face the
bitter post war reality on the ground in
Armenia and Artsakh. The sacrifice of a
generation of heroes younger than the
age of the current conflict; destruction
of civilian towns and villages of the
peaceful indigenous population in
Artsakh, the blazing fires of historic
forests, shelling of churches, hospitals
and schools; use of internationally pro-
hibited weaponry are all the quotient of a
seven week long brutal assault on Arme-
nia and Artsakh.

A calamity no one can disparage
and a pain no one can minimize.

But we have marched the valleys
of death before and have come to soar
the apex of victory.

Today, is only a moment in history
and a stage in the glorious journey of
civilization, our martyred nation and
Homeland have marched through.

We refuse to be crushed, per-
plexed or entangled and have no time to
lose.

The road ahead requires resil-
ience, steadfastness, self-confidence
and courage.

As the nation collectively embarks
on a post war journey of recovery and
rebound, we have a few commitments
to reiterate and convictions to share.

-We bow our heads in unison to
the memory of all martyrs who sacri-
ficed their lives in defense of the home-
land and affirm our boundless support of
our people.

-We stand by the democratically
elected institutions in the Republic of
Armenia and Artsakh and support the
will of the people.

-We pledge and commit to assist
the return of the resettled population of
Artsakh to their homes.

-We demand international recog-
nition of the independence of the Repub-
lic of Artsakh, with stipulations of guar-
antee of the safety and security of its
people.

-We stand with the Republic of
Armenia and continue our efforts to
develop the Homeland and cultivate the
spiritual growth and physical and eco-
nomic development of its people.

-We reiterate our resolute commit-
ment to continue all AMAA educational,
social and humanitarian programs and
services and expand where needed.

-We commit ourselves in the most
loving Christian spirit to coordinate and
cooperate in a spirit of unity and
comradery with all sister organizations
in our operational processes.

-We call onall entities and political
forces who embrace the interest of the
Homeland to work in a spirit of unity and
harmony.

-In all things under the sun, we
anchor our faith in the spilled blood
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
and perpetually aim to bring glory to
God.

In the past several weeks, won-
derful babies cameto existencein Artsakh
and Armenia. Let us relentlessly and
lovingly aspire to make their youth bright.
May they be blessed with a joyful and
peaceful life in an ideal Homeland that
would set the light of faith high upon a
pedestal for all mankind.

ever before. I had never seen so much
love and effort to help our homeland.
We were strong and powerful and that
is something that can never be de-
feated. That is victory brothers and
sisters!” Hovagimian proclaimed.

“All of us are heartbroken, sad

and angry, but we cannot stop now
and we cannot quit now. We must be
united more than ever. I am begging
you my brothers and sisters, begging
you to do your best to unite despite our
differing opinions...Let us come to-
gether and be united,” he added.

MEMBER

Nationar NoTtary AsSsocIaTION
Norary PusLic

Garine Depoyan

626-755-4773
554 N. Chester Ave Pasadena, Ca. 91106
ghdepoyan@gmail.com
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$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Address:

Tel:

Country:

Email:
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STOP FALSE ACCUSATIONS
STOP SPREADING FALSE INFORMATION

Piknik cheese made by Nordex Food is a private and family-
owned company.The founders and the owners are 100% Danish.
NO DONATIONS ARE MADE TO ANY COUNTRY WHAT SO EVER.
Legal action will be taken against any company or
individual who spreads the false accusations.

MWHE3NFSEL ULIhUL 2MMUNSNFBPFLLGME
MWIESNFSEL UNKS Se1eGunFehrLLEM ONUL3GLLE

«Phplhp» wwlppp wwwnpwuwnnuwd £ «Lnpuntpu dneinsh Ynndk, np
wudlwwl punwuGywu puyGpnushu dpu £ 3pduwnpputpp W
inbpEpp 100 winhnuny nwlhwgh (Danish) Gu:

NPGrE LNFPPUSNFNERPFLLGE, NPGHE GRUrh Q6L WUSUMNFUG:
OrpLUYUL-TUSUYUL LUSLEN MhSh UNLNAFPL NPEGFE CLUG NFEEUL
YUU NEGFE ULIUSP 2EU, NP YL SULPUSBE ULIhUL 2MMUNSNFEPFLLGE:




