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Pashinyan: The Priority Today Is to Ensure
Stability and Security in Armenia and the
Republic of Artsakh

YEREVAN — In a live video
address to the nation today Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said
that the November 9 statement, which
he signed with the leaders of Russia
and Azerbaijan to stop the war in the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone, con-
tains controversial issues, adding that
active diplomatic work was underway
on all these issues. “We will definitely
find solutions,” he said.

Pashinyan stated that the priority
today is to ensure stability and security
in Armenia and the Republic of Artsakh.

“An important goal today is to
preserve the peace that has been
achieved, to make it lasting, and if we
can make it permanent, much better.
Today, an important goal is to ensure
stability and security around Armenia
and Artsakh, to ensure the security of
Artsakh, ensure the smooth and safe
operation of the Lachin corridor, pro-
vide conditions for the return of the
people of Artsakh, restore the regions
of Artsakh and Armenia affected by
war,” the Prime Minister said.

He said the agreements also en-
visage reopening of the region’s trans-
port communications, a problem that
will change the image not only of the

region but also of Armenia. At the
same time, the prime minister assured
that the authorities will be honest with
the people.

“But that doesn’t mean we’re
perfect. This does not mean that we
are right in everything, it does not
mean that we were not mistaken and
will not be mistaken. But we will be
honest with our fellow citizens in ev-
erything. And we will overcome this
challenge, we will overcome it to-
gether,” Pashinyan said.

He stressed that to ensure the
above-mentioned it’s important to
implement the agreements reached on
November 9.

“These arrangements also fore-
see the exchange of prisoners and
bodies of the dead. These agreements
also lead to the intensification of the
search for the missing, which is a very
important issue for all of us, and every
hour, every minute can be fatal here. |
have met with hundreds of relatives of
the missing and captured soldiers these
days and have listened to all their de-
mands and complaints. They are right
and we must act quickly, but I repeat,

Continued on page 3

Telethon 2020 Raises $22.9 Million

RENGTH

The 23rd Annual Thanksgiving
Telethon took place in Los Angeles on
November 26th with the slogan of
Unity, Strength and Faith.

Out of respect for the solemn
mood of our nation and the lives lost in
the defense of our Homeland the Tele-
thon took place over 4 hours instead of
the previous years’ 12. The Armenians
of the US in their unity and commit-
ment to the people of Artsakh raised
$22,990,898.

“In light of recent developments
in Artsakh and Armenia, all proceeds
of Telethon 2020 will be directed to
supporting 100,000 displaced individu-
als and the families of our fallen sol-
diers who lost their lives to protect the
sovereignty of both republics,” said
Armenia Fund USA President Maria
Mehranian.

Since September 27th the Arme-
nian community of the United States

o

has been one of the most active in
fundraising for the support of the
Homeland. Prior to the Telethon, the
community had already raised close to
$80 million and over 100 tons of hu-
manitarianaid including medical equip-
ment and supplies as well as other
essential items.

Fundraising Phonethons have
also been taking place in various
Armenian communities in Europe and
will continue around the world
through to the end of the year. On
November 22nd the Annual Phone-
thon took place in France by the
Hayastan All Armenian Fund’s part-
ner organization Fonds Armenien de
France which so far has raised over
$3.13 million.

Thank you to all donors for their
continued support, commitment and
for standing strong with the people of
Artsakh in their time of need.

Menendez, Portman Call for Funding
to Address Humanitarian Disaster
in South Caucasus

“The fighting may have stopped, but the damage it caused will continue to
cost lives without robust action by the international community.”

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator
Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), Ranking
Member of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, was joined today by
Senator Rob Portman (R-Ohio) in urg-
ing the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee to explicitly allocate robust fund-
inginthe final FY21 appropriations bill
to address the ongoing humanitarian
crisis in the south Caucasus. In a letter
to Senators Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.)
and Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), Chairman
and Ranking Member of the Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee on State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams, Senators Menendez and
Portman emphasized the severity of

the crisis and the paramount impor-
tance of American assistance.

“The humanitarian situation in
the south Caucasus is dire, and it will
only grow worse as winter ap-
proaches,” the Senators wrote, de-
scribing how, against the backdrop of
COVID-19, the recent Turkish-backed
conflict between Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia has wreaked long-term
infrastructural damage on the region
and has displaced more than half of
Nagorno-Karabakh’s ethnic Armenian
population, including 90 percent of the
region’s women and children. “The

Continued onpage 4

Homenmen Toy Drive For Artsakh Children
Unites Community

Thousands  of [ASESY
toys were collected for Q@ ‘
the children of Artsakh [
(Nagorno Karabakh) at §
the Homenmen (Arme-
nian Athletic Associa-
tion) Toy Drive on Nov |#%
28-29 in Glendale and
Pasadena. :

Volunteers of all |-
ages helped donors un- |1
load toys from cars lin-
ing up the street with
people eager to put a
smile on a child’s face
in the war torn region
of Artsakh. Some par- f3
ticipants donated warm [
clothing, which is much [F=
needed in the snowy
winter months ahead
and others made mon-
etary contributions to
help with humanitarian
efforts.

“We are very happy with the
turnout of the toy drive and the out-
pouring of support from the commu-
nity. The innocent children of Artsakh
have witnessed their homes being de-
stroyed, their family members have

been murdered in a war they never
asked for and their right to live peace-
fully on their ancestral lands has been
threatened by a merciless enemy,”
said Homenmen Chairman Vartan

Continued onpage 3
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France Tells Turkey to Remove
Jihadist Mercenaries from Karabakh

YEREVAN — France expects
Turkey to withdraw Syrian mercenar-
ies recruited for Azerbaijan during the
recent war in Nagorno-Karabakh, a
senior French official visiting Armenia
said late on Saturday.

“French President Emmanuel
Macron was the first to call things
what they are and state that Turkey
transported Syrian mercenaries from
the Turkish city of Gaziantep to
Nagorno-Karabakh,” Jean-Baptiste
Lemoyne, a secretary of state at the
French Foreign Ministry, told a news
conference in Yerevan held at the end
of his two-day visit.

“France expects concrete actions
from Turkey so that Turkey removes
the mercenaries from the region,” he
said. “Paris is going to discuss with its
European partners sanctions against
Turkey.”

France has been pressing the
European Union to impose the sanc-
tions because of Turkish actions in the
eastern Mediterranean where Turkey
and EU members Greece and Cyprus
are locked in a dispute over natural gas
rights. Relations between Ankara and
Paris have been increasingly tense in

recent months.

Macron accused Turkey of re-
cruiting jihadist fighters from Syria for
the Azerbaijani army shortly after the
outbreak of large-scale hostilities in and
around Karabakh on September 27.

Russia also expressed serious
concern in the following weeks about
the deployment of “terrorists and mer-
cenaries” from Syria and Libya in the
Karabakh conflict zone. Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and his foreign and
defense ministers repeatedly raised the
matter with their Turkish counterparts.

Multiple reports by Western me-
dia quoted members of Islamist rebel
groups in areas of northern Syria un-
der Turkish control as saying in late
September and October that they are
deploying to Azerbaijan in coordina-
tion with the Turkish government.
Armenia has portrayed those reports
as further proof of Turkey’s direct
involvement in the war stopped by a
Russian-brokered ceasefire on Novem-
ber 10.

Karabakh army has captured two
Syrian Jihadist fighters during the fight-
ing. Both men are now prosecuted in
Armenia on relevant charges.

ICRC Representatives Visit
Armenian POWs in Azerbaijan

YEREVAN —Representatives of
the International Committee of Red
Cross (ICRC) visited Armenian sol-
diers and civilians who are currently in
the Azerbaijani captivity, the Armenian
Unified Infocenter reports.

The Infocenter said that currently
search operations for missing in action
and recovery of dead bodies are un-
derway by the mediation of the Rus-
sian peacekeeping troops and the ICRC
representatives.

The search operations take place
on a daily mode, covering all directions
of the Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh)
border.

The return of prisoners and the
exchange of bodies is one of the priori-
ties of the state authorities, and com-
plex efforts are underway in that di-
rection within the framework of which
the Red Cross staff visited the service-
men and civilians captured by
Azerbaijan as aresult of the hostilities.

December 5, 2020

Appeal of 120 French Intellectuals in Support
of Armenia and Artsakh

#JESOUTIENSLARMENIE #JESOUTIENSLARTSAKH

PARIS (Armradio) -- The
French Le Figaro Magazine has pub-
lished the call of 120 outstanding
French cultural figures and intellec-
tuals in defense of Armenia and
Artsakh Republic.

Joining the call are world-re-
nowned actors Alain Delon, Claudia
Cardinale, Jean Reno, Fanny Ardant,
Danny Boone, Juliette Binoche, Pierre
Richard, Oscar-winning actor Jean
Dujardin, world-renowned intellectu-
als Jacques Attali, Claude Lelouch,
Michel Hazanavicius, famous TV per-
sonality Stephen Burn, world-famous
chef Alain Ducasse.

“More than a century after the
genocide of Armenians by the Otto-
man rulers of 1915, the same people
are again victims of two authoritarian
regimes which, in Baku and in Ankara,
incite inter-ethnic hatred in order to
endow their power with a new bloody
trophy,” the open letter reads.

“The fate of the Armenians has
justbeen brutally crippled in Nagorno-
Karabakh, a region they call Artsakh.
Humble and proud people have lived
there for more than two millennia,
firmly attached to their rocky, won-
derful soil. They wanted to continue
their existence where their ancestors
had built their houses, their schools
and their admirable monasteries, in
the heart of impregnable mountains
and hard-plowed plains,” the intellec-
tuals add.

“Without any human consider-
ation, Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Tur-
key and [lham Aliev’s Azerbaijan have
strived to destroy this legitimate aspi-
ration. For the Armenians, Karabakh
represents above all a people — with its
ancestral culture, its music, its dances
and its desire to join the march of the
world by opening up. For the authori-
ties in Baku and Ankara, it is mostly a
territory; on whichthe flag of Azerbaijan
must float at all costs, whether by
receiving support from Turkish spe-
cial forces, sending volleys of kami-
kaze drones to crush civilian targets,
or using jihadist mercenaries paid to
kill,” they add.

“There is now evidence that
Azerbaijan used cluster bombs prohib-
ited by international law. The fight was
totally unequal. The Armenians did not
want this war, but they were forced to
fight for their survival. For the Azeri
regime, it is only a matter of nationalist
pride. The leader of Azerbaijan was
clear in his intentions when he said in
the early days of the conflict: “We are
hunting them like dogs.” He repeated
this same sentence after the exodus of
civilians he provoked in Artsakh, de-
claring himself proud to have kept this
horrible promise. In the 21st century,
such a detestation of humans, such
exaltation of hatred, arouses the deep-
est indignation and has absolutely no
place in the modern world,” the letter
concludes.

Fewer COVID-19 Cases Ease Burden
On Armenian Hospitals

A drop in coronavirus infections
recorded in recent weeks has reduced
the burden on Armenia’s hospitals strug-
gling to cope with the pandemic, Health
Minister Arsen Torosian said on Thurs-
day.

“The strain on hospital capacity
is now more bearable,” Torosian said
atacabinet meeting in Yerevan. “Since
yesterday we have had no [infected]
citizens who are in a serious condition
and whom we are unable to hospital-
ize. We are now hospitalizing all of
them.”

“We hope that this situation will
persist at least for the next few weeks,
of course with the help of our popu-
lation, because compliance with

[coronavirus safety] rules is very im-
portant,” he added.

Armenia’s daily number of new
cases began soaring in early Septem-
ber after stabilizing and declining dur-
ing the summer. The situation wors-
ened further with the outbreak of the
war in Nagorno-Karabakh on Septem-
ber 27.

The fighting overshadowed the
COVID-19 pandemic, resulting in a
widespread noncompliance with man-
datory mask-wearing and other safety
rules and their lax enforcement by the
authorities. Also, Armenian hospitals
had to treat thousands of wounded
soldiers in addition to a growing num-
ber of COVID-19 patients.
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The Artsakh Question and the Statehood of
Armenia

BY HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

“The seeming debate over the
packaged, phased and other options
[concerning the resolution of the
Artsakh question], I am sure is just a
veil to prolong the settlement process
and to maintain the current situation,
the status quo for as long as possible.
I anticipate with pain what a terrible
threat it poses to the existence of both
Karabakh and Armenia. Today, similar
to the times preceding the Treaties of
Batumi and Alexandropol, we are prob-
ably missing the last chance for a
favorable solution to the Karabakh is-
sue and for Armenia to prosper. And
for that we will all answer to our
people” (Excerpt from the speech of
President Levon Ter-Petrosyan at the
Enlarged Session of the Security Coun-
cil of Armenia, January 8, 1998)

Those who transform discus-
sions during a crisis from necessary
solutions to personal insults do disser-
vice and damage to the endeavor and
purpose of finding ways out of the
crisis. Those who ignore the realities
on the ground and strive for maximalist
solutions pave the way for future di-
sasters. Demagogic outbursts would
not solve the problem, but instead
would cause destruction. By focusing
on the details and diverting our focus
from the big picture, they lead us to
new disasters.

The mind provoking debates in
the press and in public speeches during
1988 unfortunately faded away during
the 20 years of Kocharyan-Sargsyan
rule. The issue of Artsakh, instead of
being genuinely discussed as an impor-
tant element of strengthening the state-
hood of Armenia, turned into a factor of
seizing power and accumulating per-
sonal wealth through mudslinging. This
led us to today’s crisis. Dismissing the
shortcomings of the past thirty years
inhibits our ability to see effective ways
out of today’s crisis.

In this regard let us try to clarify
some facts, starting with the above
quote of Levon Ter-Petrosyan.

One week after the glorious vic-
tory of Sardarapat, we signed the hu-
miliating Treaty of Batumi on June 4,
1918, which limited the boundary of
Armenia to only 4,400 square miles.

Two and a half years after the
declaration of independence on May
28, 1918, we signed the infamous
Treaty of Alexandropol on December
2, 1920.

Remaining within the narrow
confines of an article, we feel the need
to give a brief explanation of why this
happened, by quoting Hovhannes
Kajaznuni, the first Prime Minister of
the first Republic of Armenia. “It is an
undeniable truth that the situation in
Armenia has been extremely difficult
and our working conditions have been
exceptionally unfavorable. But it is
undeniable — at least for me — that in
addition to this, there was our own
inability and incompetence to run our
state affairs. If it is true that to govern
means to predict, then we have simply
been useless governors, because we
have not had at all that ability to pre-
dict. We have always been wrong in
our accounts and we have always had

surprises, surprises only for us, be-
cause we did not know how to fore-
cast. That was our biggest weakness.
Then we did not have a clear and
definite consciousness of what to do,
we did not have a guiding principle and
a lasting, consistent system. We acted
by the spur of the moment impulses,
we hesitated, fell sideways, half-blindly
touching the ground under our feet.
We have not recognized and often
overestimated our capacity, we have
not realized the magnitude of the diffi-
culties, we have ignored the opposing
forces and we have been negligent to
the dangers that threaten us. We were
abrupt where extreme caution was
needed and indecisive where we should
have been abrupt. We have not been
able to distinguish the state from the
party and we have introduced party
mentality in the running of the state
affairs. We were not statesmen.”

We share this quote to show the
timeliness of Kajaznuni’s statements.
The words of this pioneer of states-
man thinking were discredited as “the
delusions of a mad old man” instead of
being used to educate impartial and
unimpeded minds and patriotic gen-
erations. His request was ignored:
“Please, be a little patient and try to
approach the issues with an unhin-
dered mindset, something that is not
so easy for people who live a partisan
life and think partisan.” Why? Be-
cause,” as he states in his report to his
partisan friends, “you love the tool
more than the work.”

The history of our recent past,
both in the Diaspora and in Armenia
(since independence), actually proves
that if the different factions of our
nation had loved the work more than
the tool, we would have spared a lot of
crises and lost opportunities, fratri-
cidal crimes, church chasm, etc. In-
stead, we would have had a more
united and constructive community, a
more prosperous Armenia and
Diaspora, and a stronger statehood.

Unfortunately, the atmosphere
described by Kajaznuni prevails today.
State/national interests are sacrificed
for party/sectary interests and as a
nation we all suffer. The need for an
unselfish and impartial approach, which
we have always emphasized in our
articles, is absent from public discus-
sions where the mob mentality rules. It
was with this approach in mind that we
penned our article entitled “Sardarapat
and Batumi, Kelbajar and ...” pub-
lished in Massis Weekly on May 15,
1993, where we wrote: “If those who
descended from the heights of
Sardarapat to the depth of Batumi have
learned their lessons from history, they
must seek caution in their expressions
instead of inciting passions with dema-
gogy. They should support the current
government, so that together, as a
nation, we can prevent the recurrence
of Batumi. That will enable us to stay
on the heights of Kelbajar. That will
enable us to continue the Victory March
of our modern-day liberation struggle.”
Alas!

It is also worth quoting the fol-
lowing statement of Commander
Vazgen Sargsyan. “I am afraid of the
indifference in our society to possible

military-political complications. You
need to sober up, there are serious
surprises ahead. I am afraid of the
opposition’s hatred of the army. It is
necessary to sober up; this is also the
army that protects you and your chil-
dren. I am afraid of the dwindling
attention of the authorities to army
building. It is necessary to sober up;
the war is not over yet. Finally, I am
afraid of all those who are not afraid —
indifferent, adventurous, all feasible
“saviors of the people.”

What we are left with after No-
vember 10, 2020 is less than what we
had when on February 20, 1988 the
leadership of the Nagorno Karabakh
Autonomous Region (NKAQO) submit-
ted an application to transfer the terri-
tory from Azerbaijan to Armenia. Since
then we have witnessed a series of
dazzling developments: The collapse
of the Soviet Union and the indepen-
dence of the constituent republics,
including Armenia; The outbreak of
the Artsakh war, which after the initial
nonsuccess, was crowned with a glo-
rious victory with the liberation of the
seven territories surrounding the
Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Re-
gion and the independence of Artsakh.
The international community did not
accept our achievements and demanded
the return of those territories to
Azerbaijan. We, intoxicated by our
successes, began to speak out about
the liberation of Nakhichevan, Javakhk,
and even Western Armenia. When those
who gave us victory advocated sobri-
ety, we labeled them as traitors, forced
one to resign and assassinated the
other. We excluded Artsakh from the

negotiating table, sold Armenia in a
“property for debt” deal and looted the
rest. In the face of the enemy’s prepa-
rations for war, we built private castles
and neglected to arm the army as the
guarantor of our victory and collective
security. We entrusted our defense to
those whom we sold Armenia, despite
the fact that they also were demanding
us to return the territories. And the
premonition of the victor came true.
Instead of “not an inch,” we lost our
achievements of the first half of the 90s
and more. The fear of Commander Vazgen
Sargsyan also came true: “the Armenian
people have achieved a national feat in
the last 7-8 years, and it will be extremely
painful and fatal if we suddenly lose
what has been achieved through blood-
shed and struggle due to misunderstand-
ings, mistrust and disunity.”

We chose the title “The Artsakh
Question and the Statehood of Arme-
nia” to emphasize once again the in-
separability of the two. We emphasize
that the Artsakh issue should not be
exploited to seize power in Armenia,
which in turn harms the strengthening
of Armenia’s statehood. Where have
we come from the national heroic
achievements of the 90s? Regretfully,
the drubbing of Batumi after the vic-
tory of Sardarapat and the subjugation
of December 2 after the declaration of
independence on May 28 were re-
peated. With regards to the Artsakh
issue, we have retreated from an inde-
pendent republic to the “Volsky ver-
sion.” With regards to the statehood of
Armenia, we are currently engaged in
the search for traitors.

But we are not pessimistic.

Pashinyan: The Priority Today
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unfortunately, it depends not only on
us,” PM Pashinyan said.

According to him, the main goal
today is to build the future.

“But before that, we must return
the bodies of our victims, pay our
respects to them, return our captives,
we must find the boys who may be
sheltered somewhere in the war zone.
We must ensure the smooth operation
of the Lachin corridor, we must en-
sure the return of the people of Artsakh,
we must resolve the most urgent and
tense border issues, around which new
noise may arise, but we must cross
that road,” the PM said.

Pashinyan lashed out at his politi-
cal opponents who are remnants of the
former regime, saying they want to
“spread chaos” in Armenia in a bid to
oust him from power in the aftermath
of the war in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Pashinyan insisted that most Ar-

menians continue to support him and his
government despite Azerbaijan’s vic-
tory in the war stopped by a Russian-
brokered ceasefire on November 10.

“In Armenia and outside it, there
are people and groups who are trying
to create a semblance of anarchy and
spread chaos in our country,” he said
in his televised address to the nation.
“They want to bring the war into Ar-
menia and, using assault rifles and
criminal groups, leave the country in a
state of free-fall in order to ensure
their return [to power] as saviors.

“] want to state clearly and un-
equivocally that we will not allow that
to happen. Not because we are cling-
ing to power but because the people do
not want that.”

“Yes, the people have questions
and are sometimes bitter and angry,
sometimes disappointed and sometimes
hopeless. But I see inall this the people’s
trust [in the government] and want to
thank the people for that trust,” added
Pashinyan.

Homenmen Toy Drive For Artsakh

Continued frompage 1

Kojababian.

“The very least we can do as
Diaspora Armenians is help our broth-
ers and sisters during this dire hu-
manitarian crisis. We hope that these
toys that were donated by generous
community members will uplift the
spirits of the children in Artsakh and
restore a sense of calm and normalcy
during these uncertain times,” he

added.

Kojababian also thanked the Ar-
menian Educational Benevolent Union
in Pasadena and Mission Wine and
Spirits in Glendale where the two-day
toy drive was held.

Large boxes of toys were packed
up and will be flown in to Armenia and
distributed to children in Artsakh within
the next two weeks. For more infor-
mation, or to donate toys or clothing,
please contact 818-324-0574.
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Aurora Humanitarian Initiative Providing
Direct Assistance to the People of Artsakh

The global Aurora Humanitarian
Initiative continues to provide direct
assistance to the people of Artsakh
affected by the war who are now in
Artsakh and Armenia. Twenty direct
aid projects have already been con-
firmed, with a total budget of AMD
102 million ($200,000). The projects
are implemented in partnership with
charities and non-governmental and
governmental organizations working
locally. Applications are being accepted
at info@auroraprize.com.

Aurora has also announced its
basic principles of working in this area
and the launch of a new stage of
international fundraising under the aus-
pices of #AraratChallenge.

In addition to financial requests
as well as donations, applications are
also being accepted for the provision
of or the demand in volunteer and
specialist assistance. On Tuesday,
December 1, the first list of volunteer
projects will be announced.

The list of confirmed projects fi-
nanced by Aurora can be found below:

Urgent humanitarian aid to
families and children

Assisting in resettlement of dis-
placed persons from Shushi in
Stepanakert and other Artsakh locali-
ties (in cooperation with the Shushi
“Narekatsi” Art Union and the
“HrantMatevosyan” Foundation) —
$12,500 (AMD 6.4 million)

Providing urgent humanitarian
assistance to the population of 7 vil-
lages in Martakert Province (Nor
Maraga, Nor Aygestan, Nor Seysulan,
Nor Karmravan, Nor Haykajur, Nor
Jraberd, Hovtashen) — $10,000(AMD
5.1 million)

Providing 1,000 bedding sets to
the temporarily displaced people from
Artsakh relocated to Armenia—$12,700
(AMD 6.5 million)

Making 500 warm jackets for the
people of Artsakh at the Stepanakert
Clothing Factory — $12,000 (AMD 6.1
million)

Humanitarian aid program assis-
tance for 600 Artsakh families af-
fected by the war (in cooperation with
the Bari Mama Foundation) — $10,000
(AMD 5.1 million)

Purchasing 200 heaters for tem-
porarily displaced Artsakh families —
$2,500 (AMD 1.3 million)

Healthcareservices

Assisting in the repair of X-ray
equipment of the Republican Hospital
of Stepanakert — $10,500 (AMD 5.4
million)

Assisting the Traveling Doctors
of Armenia Foundation in organizing
at-home medical services for the
wounded (with limited mobility) in the
hard-to-reach regions of Artsakh and
Armenia.- $10,000 (AMD 5.1 million)

Contributing to the acquisition of
ambulances for Artsakh (in coopera-
tion with the Support Our Heroes Foun-
dation) — $20,000 (AMD 10.2 million)

Purchasing vital medication for
senior citizens residing in Artsakh (in
cooperation with the Miasin Founda-
tion) — $2,000 (AMD 1.0 million)

Purchasing 55 folding beds for the
forcibly displaced people from Artsakh
(in cooperation with the VIVA Founda-
tion) — $3,000 (AMD 1.5 million)

Restoration; equipment

Assisting in restoring secondary
school #1 in Martakert (in cooperation
with the Artsakh Ministry of Educa-
tion).- $20,000 (AMD 10.2 million)

Assisting the Martuni City Ad-
ministration in restoring school ?2
named afterMesropMashtots hit by
aerial bombardment — $20,000 (AMD
10.2 million)

Assistance in founding a bakery
in Stepanakert for the purpose of free
distribution of bread for 6 months and
for providing new jobs (in cooperation
with Tikoonq Initiative Group) —
$10,000 (AMD 5.1 million)

Contributing to the fitting out of
temporary shelters in Stepanakert for
the displaced people from Artsakh —
$10,000 (AMD 5.1 million)

Assisting the Stepanakert City Ad-
ministration in restoring local civil infra-
structure — $10,000 (AMD 5.1 million)

Food

Contributing to providing meals
for 166 people currently housed in Sevan,
Dilijan, Yerevan for 15 days (in coopera-
tion with the Victory-2020 Foundation)
—$10,000 (AMD 5.1 million)

Contributing to providing meals
for 65 children and adults from Artsakh
currently housed in the “Holy Mother of
Armenia” Catholic Center (Gyumri) for
30 days — $9,750 (AMD 5.0 million)

Essentials

Purchasing essentials for 200
Artsakh families temporarily relocated
to Armenia (in cooperation with the
“House of Hope” Foundation) — $3,000
(AMD 1.5 million)

Providing 50 kits with essentials
to the children forced to relocate from
Artsakh to Armenia (in cooperation
with Global Shapers) — $2,050 (AMD
1.05 million).

Society for Armenian Studies (SAS)
Elects New Officer for 2021

FRESNO —The Society for Ar-
menian Studies (SAS) Executive Coun-
cil held a meeting on November 11,
2020 to choose its new Executive
officers for 2021. Bedross Der
Matossian (University of Nebraska-
Lincoln) was re-elected as SAS Presi-
dent. Also elected were Vice-Presi-
dent Dzovinar Derderian (American
University of Armenia); Secretary Nora
Lessersohn (University College Lon-
don); Treasurer Barlow Der
Mugrdechian (California State Univer-
sity, Fresno); and advisors Vartan
Matiossian (Executive Director of the
Eastern Prelacy), Christopher Sheklian
(Zohrab Information Center) and
Varak Ketsemanian (Princeton Uni-
versity). Tamar Boyadjian (Michigan
State University), the editor of the
Journal of the Society for Armenian
Studies (JSAS), serves as an ex-offi-
cio officer.

On behalf of the SAS, Der
Matossian thanked outgoing Vice-
President Alison Vacca (University of
Tennessee-Knoxville) for her work in
advancing the mission of SAS.

“It is a great honor to have been
re-elected as the President of the SAS,”
stated Der Matossian. “In the past two
years we have realized all of the major
goals we have set forward beginning
in2018. Our membership has increased
by 40%; we have produced 45 inter-
views in our Podcast Series; we have
given more than 15 research grants to
Graduate Students in the field; we
have published two volumes in the
SAS Publication Series; innovative ar-
ticles have been published in our elec-

tronic journal E-SAS under the
editorship of Dzovinar Derderian; and
the first volume of the Journal of the
Society for Armenian Studies (JSAS)
has been published by the prestigious
Brill publishing house under the ener-
getic editorship of Tamar Boyadjian.”

“The SAS is continuing its aca-
demic mission by organizing and co-
sponsoring conferences, the largest of
which was the SAS 45th anniversary
conference dedicated to the Armenian
Diaspora which took place at the Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles in
October of 2019. Due to the COVID
pandemic, SAS adapted itself to alter-
native ways of disseminating knowl-
edge through Zoom webinars. As a
result of the Artsakh war, SAS is
raising awareness about the situation
through conferences and symposia.
As an academic organization our top
priority is to preserve the Armenian
cultural heritage of Artsakh. We are
currently partnering with different or-
ganizations to fulfill this task,” added
Der Matossian.

The Executive Council would like
to engage more members in activities
and encourages anyone who is inter-
ested in Armenian Studies to contact
the Executive Council with sugges-
tions, concerns, and feedback.

The SAS, founded in 1974, is the
international professional association
representing scholars and teachers in the
field of Armenian Studies. The aim of the
SAS is to promote the study of Armenian
culture and society, including history,
language, literature, and social, political,
and economic questions.

Menendez, Portman Call for Funding

Continued frompage 1

fighting may have stopped, but the
damage it caused will continue to cost
lives without robust action by the in-
ternational community.”

In addition to requesting robust
funding for rehabilitation services in
Nagorno-Karabakh, Ranking Member
Menendez and Senator Portman also
requested the Senate appropriate spe-
cific funds for clearing mines and
unexploded ordnance, a need that has
grown significantly in the wake of the
recent violence.

“The United States must con-
tinue our longstanding tradition of
funding humanitarian aid for those who
need it most, like the thousands of
ethnic Armenians displaced from their
homes or otherwise affected by the
violence,” the Senators added. “By
including the provisions listed above in

the final State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs appropriations
bill, you can help blunt the devastating
effects of the recent violence and con-
tinue America’s proud tradition of hu-
manitarian assistance.”

The Armenian Council of America
has requested and is actively advocating
for $100 million in emergency humani-
tarian aid for Armenia be included in the
final version of the FY2021 State-For-
eign Operations Appropriations Bill.

“We applaud Senators Menendez
and Portman for their bipartisan ap-
proach to the human rights catastro-
phe inflicted on the Armenians in the
South Caucuses by Turkey and
Azerbaijan. Congress must act quickly
to defend Armenian democracy from
the decay of despotism.” stated Taniel
Koushakjian, Armenian Council of
America’s Washington D.C. Repre-
sentative.
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