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Pashinyan Ignores Opposition Ultimatum
to Resign

YERVAN -- Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan ignored on Tuesday oppo-
sition parties ultimatum to resign and
pave the way for snap parliamentary
elections.

The parties making up a “home-
land salvation front” issued the ulti-
matum as they rallied a few thousand
supporters in Yerevan on Friday.
They gave Pashinyan until Tuesday
noon to step down or face a nation-
wide campaign of “civil disobedi-
ence” over his handling of the war in
Nagorno-Karabakh that resulted in
heavy Armenian casualties and terri-
torial losses.

The prime minister has contin-
ued to reject these demands through
his aides and political allies. They have

said that he is determined to stick to his
six-month plan to “restore stability” in
Armenia.

Alen Simonyan, a deputy parlia-
ment speaker and leading member of
Pashinyan’s My Step bloc, denounced
the protests as a coup attempt by the
country’s former rulers keen to return
to power.

Simonyan also scoffed at oppo-
sition calls for the fresh elections to be
held within a year. “Why one year
later? Let’s hold the elections now,” he
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service.

Asked why the ruling political
team is not calling such a vote,
Simonyan said: “Because there is no
decision regarding it. I personally do
not exclude it.”

Putin Calls on CSTO Member States to
Support Pashinyan and His Government

MOSCOW — Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Wednesday praised
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan for
agreeing to the “painful” ceasefire in
Nagorno-Karabakhand said Russia and
its allies should help him implement the
Armenian-Azerbaijani agreement
brokered by Moscow.

“Armenia and the Armenian
people have endured a really difficult
period in their history,” Putin said
during a virtual summit of the Russian-
led Collective Security Treaty Organi-
zation (CSTO). “The leadership of
Armenia, the prime minister had to
take very hard but necessary, for the
Armenian people, decisions.

“I must say that those decisions
were painful but, I repeat, necessary,
and their adoption required the Arme-
nian prime minister’s personal cour-
age. This is obvious, and each of us
participating in this meeting under-
stands the extent of responsibility
needed for making such decisions. He
[Pashinian] took that responsibility.”

“And our task now is to support
both the prime minister and his team in
order to establish a peaceful life, en-
sure the implementation of all adopted
decisions and help people [in the

Karabakh conflict zone] who have
found themselves in a difficult situa-
tion,” added Putin.

Addressing the CSTO summit
from Yerevan, Pashinyanagain thanked
Putin for helping to stop the war with
Azerbaijan and deploying Russian
peacekeepers in Karabakh.

“The Russian peacekeeping con-
tingent deployed along the line of con-
tactin Nagorno-Karabakh and along the
Lachin corridor, which provides com-
munication between Artsakh and Ar-
menia, today is the guarantor of the
preservation of peace and security in
the region,” Pashinyan said. In this
regard, he pointed out the exceptional
role of Russian President Vladimir Putin.

“Throughout all the 44 days of
hostilities, we were in constant con-
tact with Vladimir Putin and discussed
the necessary measures to stop the
bloodshed and protect the lives of
people,” Pashinyan said.

He added that today too he is
working very closely with the Presi-
dent of Russia to solve such problems
as the search for the missing, the
exchange of prisoners of war and other
captives and the recovery of the bod-
ies of the killed soldiers.

HRW: Armenian Prisoners of War Badly
Mistreated in Azerbaijan

BERLIN — Azerbaijani forces have
inhumanely treated numerous Arme-
nian military troops captured in the
conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh, Hu-
man Rights Watch said today. They
subjected these prisoners of war
(POWs) to physical abuse and humili-
ation, in actions that were captured on
videos and widely circulated on social
media since October.

The videos depict Azerbaijani
captors variously slapping, kicking,
and prodding Armenian POWs, and
compelling them, under obvious du-
ress and with the apparent intent to
humiliate, to kiss the Azerbaijani flag,
praise Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev, swear at Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan, and declare that
Nagorno-Karabakh is Azerbaijan. In
most of the videos, the captors’ faces
are visible, suggesting that they did not
fear being held accountable.

“There can be no justification for
the violent and humiliating treatment
of prisoners of war,” said Hugh
Williamson, Europe and Central Asia
director at Human Rights Watch. “Hu-
manitarian law is absolutely clear on

the obligation to protect POWs.
Azerbaijan’s authorities should ensure
that this treatment ends immediately.”

Although some of the prisoners
depicted in videos Human Rights Watch
reviewed have, in subsequent commu-
nications with their families, said they
are being treated well, there are serious
grounds for concern about their safety
and well-being.

International humanitarian law,
or the law of armed conflict, requires

Continued onpage 3

Artsakh’s Right to Self Determination
Cannot Be Removed from Agenda

The right to self-determination
has been one of the cornerstones of
the negotiation process, and cannot
be removed from the agenda through
the use of military force, Armenian
Foreign Minister Ara Aivazian said at
a joint press conference with his
French counterpart Jean-Yves Le
Drian.

“By launching a military aggres-
sion against Artsakh’s self-determina-
tion, Azerbaijan and Turkey violated
their international commitments, while
Azerbaijan also violated its commit-
ments in the peace process,” the For-
eign Minister said.

“Since September 27, there has

been a new watershed in the interna-
tional community, as the international
community has come to realize that the
Nagorno-Karabakh issue is not just a
territorial dispute,” he added.

Minister Aivazian said ethnic
cleansing and war crimes were com-
mitted in all parts of Artsakh that came
under the control of Azerbaijan, which
once again proves the need to address
the recognition of Artsakh’s right to
self-determination.

Only in that case, he said, “will it
be possible to achieve a just and lasting
peace, and only then can we think of a
new era of peaceful existence in the
South Caucasus.”

US Concerned Over Turkey's Role in Recent
Nagorno-Karabakh War

Acting Assistant Secretary of
State in the US Bureau of European and
Eurasian Affairs Philip Reeker said on
Tuesday the United States is extremely
concerned over the role that Turkey
played in the recent hostilities in
Nagorno-Karabakh, TASS reported.

“We have many questions re-
garding Turkey’s role there. We are
extremely concerned and have ex-
pressed this concern during discus-
sions on Turkey’s role, the transfer of
foreign fighter jets and the delivery of
weapons. These are troubling issues
and remain a part of our dialogues with
Turkey and Russia,” Reeker said dur-
ing a briefing for members of the
Commission on Security and Coopera-

tion in Europe (US Helsinki Commis-
sion) adjunct to the US Congress.

Reeker stated that the US wel-
comes the secession of hostilities in
the Nagorno Karabakh conflict zone,
but deeply regret the really brutal and
certainly unnecessary loss of life, in-
cluding among civilians.

“We continue to stress that there
is no military solution to that long-
standing conflict,” Philip Reeker stated,
adding that the solution should be at-
tained at the negotiating table.

He said the Minsk Group Co-
Chairs will visit the region this week-
end “to see where we can get the co-
chairs back into a role to try to move
forward on a diplomatic solution.”
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Armenian Prosecutors Start Confiscation
Process for Illegally Acquired Assets

YEREVAN — Armenian pros-
ecutors have started scrutinizing as-
sets of more than 200 people to deter-
mine whether they were acquired ille-
gally and can be confiscated under a
controversial law enacted earlier this
year.

The law drafted by the Armenian
government allows the prosecutors to
conduct such inquiries in case of hav-
ing “sufficient grounds to suspect”
that the market value of an individual’s
assets exceeds their “legal income” by
at least 50 million drams ($100,000).
Should the prosecutors find such dis-
crepancies they can ask courts to na-
tionalize them even if their owners are
not found guilty of corruption or other
criminal offenses.

The latter will have to prove the
legality of their holdings if they are to
retain them. They will also be given the
option of reaching an out-of-court
settlement with the authorities, which
would require them to hand over at
least 75 percent of their assets in and
outside Armenia to the state.

The process is handled by a spe-
cial team of prosecutors formed in

September and overseen by Deputy
Prosecutor-General Srbuhi Galyan.

Galyan told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service on Wednesday that the team is
now investigating 206 people suspected
of having enriched themselves ille-
gally. She declined to name any of
them or say whether there are well-
known individuals among them.

“I'hope that the public will hear in
the near future about the practical
application of this legal instrument,”
said the 28-year-old official.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
has repeatedly portrayed the law as a
major anti-corruption measure that will
help his administrationrecover “wealth
stolen from the people.” Pashinyan has
indicated his intention to use it against
the country’s former rulers and their
cronies.

Final decisions on asset forfei-
ture are due to be made by special anti-
corruption courts which the Armenian
authorities plan to set up soon. The
government has already drafted a bill
on such courts. It is not yet clear when
it will be debated by the National As-
sembly.

SOHR: Death Toll of Mercenaries in
Azerbaijan is More Than 540

LONDON — The Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights has obtained
new details on the case of Turkish-
backed Syrian mercenaries in
Azerbaijan from several fighters who
recently returned from Nagorno-
Karabakhto Syria. Accordingto SOHR
sources, the fighters who had returned
to Syria received varying payments, as
some were given 3,500 USD and 600
TL, another group was given 1,000
USD and 1,000 TL each, while some
others were given two payments of an
estimated 5,000 TL. Furthermore, all
the fighters confirmed that there were
“unpaid sums of money” that were
supposed to be given to these fighters
in the next few days.

On the other hand, SOHR sources
say that the number of Syrian merce-
naries killed in Azerbaijan exceeded the
number of those killed in Libya, as the
death toll of the Turkish-backed Syr-
ian mercenaries in Azerbaijan has
reached 541. In Libya, however, the
death toll is 468 fighters.

SOHR sources have also con-
firmed that further bodies of Syrian
fighters killed in Nagorno-Karabakh
battles have arrived in Syria with the
recent batches of returnees, bringing
the number of fighters whose bodies
were brought to Syria to 340.

Accordingly, nearly 825 fighters

of the Turkish-backed factions are still
in Azerbaijan, out of 2,580 fighters
transported earlier by Turkish govern-
ment. However, it is not known yet if
they will return to Syrian soon or
Turkey will maintain themin Azerbaijan
in the present. Moreover, there are
probably more fatalities among the
fighters, who are still in Azerbaijan,
whose death has not been confirmed
or documented yet by SOHR sources.

Yesterday, reliable sources told
SOHR that new batches of Turkish-
backed Syrian mercenaries returned to
Syria from Azerbaijan, as all Turkish
efforts failed so far to maintain them in
Azerbaijan. It is worth noting that the
Azerbaijani government refused to al-
low these mercenaries to be settled in
Nagorno-Karabakh or other Azerbaijani
areas.

According to SOHR sources,
over 900 fighters of Turkish-backed
Syrian factions returned to Syria in
batches, with latest batch arriving in
Syria on last Thursday. While more
batches were expected to return in the
following hours or days.

Meanwhile, the returnees re-
ceive a part of their payments, an
estimated 10,000 Turkish liras, and
it was expected that they would get
the rest of their salaries in the fol-
lowing few days.

December 12, 2020

OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs Call for
Prompt Departure of All Foreign Mercenaries
from Nagorno-Karabakh

The Heads of Delegation of the
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair coun-
tries — Foreign Minister of the Russian
Federation Sergey Lavrov, Deputy
Secretary of State of the United States
Stephen E. Biegun, and Minister for
Europeanand Foreign Affairs of France
Jean-Yves Le Drian — welcome the
cessation of military activities in the
area of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
in accordance with the statement by
the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Armenia, and President of
the Russian Federation from Novem-
ber 9, 2020.

The Co-Chair countries of the
OSCE Minsk Group call upon Armenia
and Azerbaijan to continue implement-
ing fully their obligations under the
November 9 statement, in Nagorno-
Karabakh and the surrounding dis-
tricts, as well as their previous ceasefire
commitments. The Co-Chair countries
highlight the significance of measures
taken by the Russian Federation, in
agreement with Azerbaijan and Arme-
nia, to guarantee the non-renewal of
hostilities. They also call for the full
and prompt departure from the region
of all foreign mercenaries, and call
upon all parties to facilitate this depar-
ture.

The Co-Chair countries remind
Armenia and Azerbaijan of their obli-
gation to comply with the require-
ments of international humanitarian
law, in particular with regard to the
exchange of prisoners of war and the
repatriation of remains. They under-
line the importance of guaranteeing
conditions for the voluntary, safe, dig-
nified, and sustainable return of people
displaced by the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, including during the recent
hostilities. They underscore the im-
portance of protecting historical and
religious heritage in and around
Nagorno-Karabakh. The Co-Chair
countries call on Azerbaijan and Arme-
nia to cooperate fully with the relevant
international organizations to imple-
ment their obligations in these areas
and ensure humanitarian access.

The Co-Chair countries appeal to
the international community including
ICRC, UN institutions, and other ap-
propriate structures as well as OSCE
Minsk Group individual countries to
take concrete steps to improve the
humanitarian situation in Nagorno-
Karabakh and adjacent areas in a coor-
dinated way. The Co-Chairs also reit-
erate their strong support for the con-
tinuing work of the Personal Repre-
sentative of the OSCE Chair-in-Office
(PRCiO) and his team.

The Co-Chair countries urge Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan to take advan-
tage of the current ceasefire to negoti-
ate a lasting and sustainable peace
agreement under the auspices of the
Co-Chairs. In that context, the Co-
Chair countries urge the parties to
receive the Co-Chairs in the region at
the earliest opportunity and to commit
to substantive negotiations to resolve
all outstanding issues in accordance
with an agreed timetable.

The Co-Chair countries of the
OSCE Minsk Group recall their firm
commitment to the non-use or threat
of force to settle disputes. They reiter-
ate their consistent and united position
in favor of a negotiated, comprehen-
sive, and sustainable settlement of all
remaining core substantive issues of
the conflict in line with the basic prin-
ciples and elements well-known to
both Armenia and Azerbaijan. The Co-
Chair countries remain fully commit-
ted to pursuing this objective in line
with their long-standing efforts to pro-
mote peace, stability, and prosperity in
the region.

Armenian Authorities Implicate Opposition
Groups in Yerevan Riots

YEREVAN — The National Se-
curity Service (NSS) on Wednesday
accused Armenian opposition mem-
bers and supporters of organizing vio-
lent protests in Yerevan following the
announcement of the Russian-brokered
ceasefire in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Hundreds of angry men broke
into Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s
office and residence and the Armenian
parliament and ransacked them early
on November 10. They condemned
the ceasefire agreement as a sellout.

Some of the protesters also
beat up parliament speaker Ararat
Mirzoyan. The latter underwent sev-
eral surgeries as a result.

In a statement, the NSS said it
has indicted about 50 people and ar-
rested 18 of them in a continuing
criminal investigation into what it de-

scribed as “mass disturbances” aimed
at facilitating a violent overthrow of
the Armenian government.

The statement claimed that the
participants of the riots were recruited
by “supporters of political forces act-
ing in the opposition field and having
anti-government views.” Many of the
rioters support former Presidents Rob-
ert Kocharyan and Serzh Sarkisyan or
are affiliated with the Dashnaktsutyun
and other opposition groups, it said.

The security service added that it
is now taking “large-scale investiga-
tive measures” to ascertain “the role of
the organizers of the mass distur-
bances” and identify more people in-
volved in the violence. It did not say
whether it has already brought relevant
criminal charges against any opposi-
tion politicians.
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Letter to the Editor:

Mr. Armen Sarkissian and the ARF

“And behold, a greater than
Solomon is here” (Matt.12:42)

Dear Editors,

I have heard the broadcast and
the read the text of the Armenian Presi-
dent on the crisis in Armenia and
Artsakh, calling for the resignation of
the Prime Minister, the only elected
head of state by the people of
Armenia.While the President has
changed his tune smelling an opportu-
nity to rise the greasy pool, the ARF is
circulating a statement calling for the
resignation of the Prime Minister in the
name of the Diaspora. The Dashnak
part has no legitimate authority or vali-
dation to make infallible sounding ex
cathedra pronouncements like the Pope
of Rome. Fortunately,neither the Presi-
dent nor the Dashnak Party have been
endowed with these two dogmatic
epithets (a) to make ex cathedra
pronouncments and (b) assuming in-
fallibility. As in the case of the Presi-
dent and now the ARF by blustering
chicanery scramble to power, a party
that has had only governed a country
for two years in their 100 year old
history: Behold there is no salvation for
the Armenian people outside the ARF —
like there is no salvation for the faithful
of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox
church outside the Church of Rome
§P¢aiuCo 'adié aCu ~niadACaY!.
They lend themselves to mockery by
inflaming the situation by joining the
mob in the Freedom Square, demand-
ing the Prime Minister’s resignation .
Their jaw dropping hypocrisy and ar-
rogance beggars belief. While the coun-
try is in war ,the President traveled to
every corner of the globe seeking sup-
port from foreign institutions, and re-
turned empty handed in total disgrace.
Did he consult the Prime Minister or
the Foreign Minister for his personal
advancement. When he returned from
his tours did he meet the Prime Minis-
ter or the Foreign Minister and report
to them the results of his self seeking
importance? Did he ever think that as
President his visit to the soldiers in the
front, would have raised the moral
well-being of the fighters.

Does he consider as a seasoned
diplomat, his contribution to this con-
flict as ambassador and President a
success or a failure? For thirty years
since the inception of the independent
Armenia, he has been a central figure
in the diplomatic core of the country
and in that period he failed to secure
the support of any country, most of all
his adopted country the United King-
dom of Britain and Ireland. Like all the
others he used his position to mass
wealth, act as expert consultant on the
Caucasus for British companies, for
which he was handsomely rewarded
by obtaining British citizenship. Since
then he has traveled to the countries in
the Middle East whose source of oil
supply is Baku. Is this an attempt to
make sure that his consultation fees
are not cancelled.

He has been the most malign
figure in the present government. Ev-
ery intervention of his in the political
sphere has been negative — the gold
mines of Amulsar, his nomination of a
candidate to the Supreme Court a fig-

ure who had twice been rejected on
corruption charges. His intervention
to establish an Armenian Embassy in
Israel was the worst diplomatic deci-
sion. The Ambassador of the Indepen-
dent Republic of Armenia, who when
dismissed from his post assembled a
crowd of his supporters whom he had
convinced that he was irreplaceable,
lowers down the country’s flag and
hands it over to the Chairman of the
London Armenian Community. It is
interesting that while the whole nation
is calling for the return of the wealth
robbed by the former two Presidents,
he has remained silent. Why is that so?
Is it the case that he does not agree
with the nation or is it because he is
part of the gang? He was appointed
President by Serge Sarkissian, his pa-
tron and it is not surprising that he will
not speak against him but seek the
resignation of the Prime Minister. The
Prime Minister‘s actions will soon or
later expose his corrupt dealings. His
scurrilous bellicose polemic that the
Prime Minister had not consulted him
has now been proved to be both dishon-
est and a shameless lie. The Prime Min-
ister had informed him of his decision.
The President first called for his resigna-
tion then he changed his mind and now
he is supporting him, smelling an oppor-
tunity to gain the favor of the population,
hoping to present himself as the Savior
of the country. Rather than passing pub
strictures he should acknowledge his
miserable failure as a diplomat.

In his speeches he continues to
shamefully exploit the diaspora, have
been proved to be bluffs and fibs,
which have been condemned in the
diaspora. When in 1999 a mob invaded
the parliament building and murdered 8
parliamentarians among them the De-
fense Minister Vazgen Sarkissian (who
had sacked him as Prime Minister) he
was in Moscow. This time round,
when the mob was ransacking the
Parliament building Mr Sarkissian was
abroad. Armenia is not the 52 state of
the United States or a colony of the
diaspora. Each time he speaks, he
identifies himselfand validates his pro-
nouncement by appealing to the
diaspora, forgetting that his foremost
duty is to speak on behalf of the people
of Armenia. He is the President of the
Republic of Armenia . His posturing is
cynical, self-indulgent, insincere and
to endorse his credibility, constantly
reminds the public that he is one of
them and to prove that he once stood
outside the Presidential palace and dis-
tributed ice-cream. His parents were
from Iran but he was born in Yerevan.
In the same vein the ARF is a party that
has no right or authority to seek the
resignation of a Prime Minister. The
only authority that can demand the
resignation of the Prime Minister are
those fathers, mothers, sisters and
brothers who sent their sons and daugh-
ters to the front to fight the enemy.
Patriotism requires sacrifice.

As a priest, I am very upset that
the Catholicos who came to the throne
of St. Gregory the Illuminator on the
day, that a mob invaded the parliament
building and massacred the cream of
Armenian political figures, should give
his consent to a priest to stand in a

square and call for the resignation of
the Prime Minister. As Catholicos of
All Armenians instead of taking selfies
on every possible occasion with the
corrupt former two Presidents , he
should use his moral standing and call
upon them to return their looted wealth.

The ARF has been part of the
former governing body. Is it not hypo-
critical of them to blame the Prime
Minister for the tragedy? It is typical
of a party of 100 years history to
always side with the minority and the
Western powers rather than the na-
tion. The first Armenian Republic was
born out of chaos. The ARF commit-
tee sitting in Tiflis were given the
power to run the country. It came into
existence on 28 May 1918 and ceased
to exist in November of 1920. In 1918
the entire nation came together for the
first time at the battle of Sardarabad to
save the country from total extinction.
Their first action of the infant republic
was to make peace with Turkey by
signing the infamous treaty of Batum on
SthJune. The Dashnak party clung blindly
to the Allies, but received nothing tan-
gible in return. The Communists intro-
duced Soviet rule, an action that at least
forestalled the complete Turkish take-
over of Armenia in April 1921.

The Dashnak party members fled
the country and began sabotaging ac-
tivities in the diaspora creating two
conflicting factions WE and THEM
which continues to this day. The ten-
sion even split the only institution that
had protected and maintained the unity
of the Armenian people for centuries —
the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox
Church. In 1952 the break in relations
between the two church jurisdictions
was sealed, exacerbated by the East-
West divide of the Cold War, in which
the Dashnak party has played a leading
role. The creation of the third republic
gave hope that the two factions would
unite. Even the installment of a key
figure in the campaign of schism, in
the person of Garegin II Sarkissian
Catholicos of Cilicia [Garegin I st] to
the throne of Holy Etchmiadzin, failed
to dis-validate the schism and bring
reconciliation among the church com-
munities in the west, which is crucial
if the destiny of present newly found
independence was not to suffer the

same destiny as the first republic. For
some unknown reasons the Dashnak
Party assumes it is their God given,
autocratic or totalitarian right to gov-
ern over the Armenian people and
church.

Emperor Maurice of Byzantium
[Armenian by birth) (582-602) in a
letter to Khosrov the Persian king con-
cerning the Armenian princes and their
troops writes «They are a perverse and
disobedient race, he said; they are
between us and cause trouble. Now
come, | shall gather mine and send
them to Thrace, you gather yours and
order them to be taken to the east. If
they die, our enemies die; if they kill,
they kill our enemies; but we shall live
in Peace. For if they remain in their
own land, we shall have norest» [«UqQq
Uh funinnp L wbOhGwquwin GG, wut,
ywb h dhoph dbpnid L wynuinptka:
Pwjg GY? wuk , Gu ghdu dnnnyby
L h @pwyt gndwnpbd. L nnL gpnjn
dnnnykt L hpwiwjk jUpLbiiu nwbi:
2h btpt dbtrwOhG p2Gwdhp
OtnwOhG. L Gpt uwwlGwGbG?
gp20wihu uwywlwhbG. L Jbp
UGggnip fuwnwnnipbwdp: 2h bpk
nnpw Jtpynph hiptwbg (hGhghG,
utg hwhqsb ns |hGh» Twwndniphil
Utiptnup Ewhulnwnup h 3Gpwly G,
Phdrhu,17913,8nt
2,tp.74]..While this Machiavellian
scheme to siphon off a significant
percentage of Armenian military man-
power was adopted by the Greeks , the
Persians policy was to encourage Ar-
menian nobles and their military fol-
lowings to enlist by offering them
substantial cash inducement to fight in
their campaigns..

Time is needed to evaluate the
leadership of the Prime Minister Mr.
Pashinyan. Major world powers have
drawn small Armenia into a dirty war
of regional interests that will have long
lasting implications. We are witness-
ing the Balkanization of the
Transcaucasus. This is just the begin-
ning of a process.

«Lcuuur unrne G
musSnkULUL u2r LN?3ULUSEU
26NGFELh  BF 2ULENPEFN3(0
@cuLUUPL hUUlUULUB UEMNS b
PLUUNFEEBLEU UGNPUE»

Yours respectfully,

Revd. Nerses Vrej Nersessian

Armenian Prisoners of War

Continued frompage 1

parties to an international armed con-
flict to treat POWs humanely in all
circumstances. The third Geneva Con-
vention protects POWs “particularly
against acts of violence or intimidation
and against insults and public curios-
ity.”

While exact numbers are un-
known, Armenian officials in Yerevan
told Human Rights Watch that
Azerbaijan holds “dozens” of Arme-
nian POWs. Armenia is known to hold
a number of Azerbaijani POWs and at
least three foreign mercenaries.

Dozens of videos alleging abuse
of Armenian POWs have been posted
to social media. Human Rights Watch
closely examined 14, and spoke with
the families of five POWs whose abuse
was depicted. The videos were posted
to Telegram channels, including Kolorit
18+ and Karabah News, and to sev-
eral Instagram accounts. None of the

videos have metadata that could con-
firm the time and location where they
were recorded attached, as it was
stripped when the videos were up-
loaded to Telegram and other plat-
forms. But Human Rights Watch is
confident that none of these videos
were posted online before October-
November 2020.

Human Rights Watch also exam-
ined numerous other images and legal
documents, and spoke with two law-
yers, Artak Zeinalyan and Siranush
Sahakyan, who represent the families
of close to 40 POWs in requests filed
with the European Court of Human
Rights (ECtHR) for interim measures
(urgent measures to protect people
whose cases are pending with the court
and who are at “imminent risk of ir-
reparable harm”). The court granted
all the requests on behalf of individual
POWs to instruct the Azerbaijan gov-
ernment to provide information on the
POWs, the lawyers said.
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Armenia Artsakh Fund Delivered $15 Million

New Prosthetics Laboratory for the
Homeland Defenders’ Rehabilitation Center

YEREVAN — The Homeland
Defender’s Rehabilitation Center will
soon be equipped with a state of the art
German / Dutch gait and prosthetics
laboratory for the treatment of the
brave young men who heroically put
their lives on the line for us all.

The center currently houses 120
soldiers receiving treatment for inju-
ries sustained during the war. The new
laboratory will provide both upper and
lower limb functional prosthetics. The
360degree 3D gait analysis laboratory
will increase the functionality of the
center by providing in depth analysis
of the specific needs of patients while
the prosthetics lab will create custom-
ized state of the art prosthetics for
each patient. The project will also have
a training component where doctors
and prosthetics experts from Armenia
will take part in training programs in
Europe to ensure a higher quality of
care for the patients of the rehabilita-
tion center.

“This is the first such prosthetics
lab in Armenia and it will allow us to
provide the type of state of the art
prosthetics which will not only maxi-
mize the functionality of each patient but
more importantly avoid any additional
complications and surgeries. We are
grateful to all Armenians who supported
this crucial project through the Hayastan
All Armenian Fund.” said Haykuhi
Minasyan, Director of the Homeland
Defender’s Rehabilitation Center

This joint venture is made pos-
sible with financing of the Armenian
community in the Netherland and the
Hayastan All Armenian Fund’s partner

Vereniging Armeniéfonds Nederland
as part of the We Are Our Borders
fundraising campaign.

The treatment and care of our
injured young men is of paramount
importance to the Fund as well as the
Armenian nation and this is the first in
a long line of project developed to
ensure the sacrificed made by our
soldiers in defense of our homeland is
valued and their physical needs taken
care of. A number of initiates are
currently in development to support
both soldiers and their families.

It is our duty, as Armenians from
every corner of the world, to show our
appreciation for the incredible sacri-
fices made by these brave young men,
and we will continue to support them
and ensure their injuries do not result
in a decrease in their quality of life.

AMAA’s Artsakh Centers and Kindergartens

-‘._

During the recent Artsakh war,
hundreds of families from Artsakh
took refuge in Armenia. Along with
other organizations, the Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America took
care of these families in its multiple
facilities.

On November 15, eight employ-
ees and ministers from AMAA Arme-
nia and the Evangelical Church of Ar-
menia left for Stepanakert to restore
and prepare the AMAA’s war-torn of-
fice and the sanctuary of the Evangeli-
cal Church of Armenia. For the first
time since September 27, a Worship
Service was held in the Church.

Today, AMAA’s kindergartens
are fully operational in Stepanakert,
Askeran and Martakert. The “Shogh”

Day Center in Askeran has also opened
its doors to serve the children of
Artsakh.

Gayane Yeghiazaryan, Social
Worker of “Shogh” Day Center, and
Sarik Gasparyan, Camp Director of
Bedrosian Camp in Shushi, took care of
30 elderly people who found refuge at
these centers, feeding them and taking
care of all their basic needs until October
29, when they were evacuated.

These are difficult times for our
people of Armenia and Artsakh. We
mourn the loss of Shushi, Hadrut,
Karvajar and other regions of Artsakh.
But we also realize that we must move
forward and do everything possible to
support the restoration of our beloved
Artsakh.

December 12, 2020

of Aid to Armenia and Artsakh
in the Last Five Months

GLENDALE -- The Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) delivered $15
million of humanitarian assistance to
Armenia and Artsakh during the last
five challenging months. Of this
amount, the AAF collected $14.9 mil-
lion of medicines and other supplies
donated by Americares ($7.1 million);
Direct Relief ($4.3 million) and MAP
International ($3.4 million).

Other organizations which
contributed valuable goods during this
period were Armenian Missionary As-
sociation of America ($330,000);
Project Agape ($65,000); The Howard
Karagheusian Comm. Corp. ($57,000)
and Dr. Albert Phillips of CA ($9,500).

The medicines, medical supplies
and hygiene products donated during
this period were sent to the AGBU
Claudia Nazarian Medical Center for
Syrian Armenian Refugees in Yerevan,
Aleppo Compatriotic Charity Organi-
zation, Arabkir United Children’s Foun-
dation, Armenian Missionary Asso-
ciation of America, Avak Medical Cen-
ter, Fund for Armenian Relief, Metsn
Nerces Charitable Organization,
Muratsan Children’s Endocrinology
Center, National Hematology Center,
St. Grigor Lusavorich Medical Center,
and the health ministries of Armenia
and Artsakh.

During the eleven months of
2020 AAF delivered much needed
medicines and medical supplies for
treatment of COVID-19 patients as
well as emergency medicines and sup-
plies to treat war injuries. In the past
31 years, including the shipments un-
der its predecessor, the United Arme-
nian Fund, the AAF has delivered to
Armenia and Artsakh a grand total of
$913 million worth of relief supplies
on board 158 airlifts and 2,486 sea
containers.

The AAF shipments from June —
November included much needed medi-
cines for treatment of COVID-19 pa-
tients, war injuries, mental disorders,
oncology, cardio vascular and gas-
trointestinal cases.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund is
regularly offered free of charge mil-
lions of dollars of life-saving medi-
cines and medical supplies. All we
have to do is pay for the shipping
expenses. We welcome your generous
donations to be able to continue deliv-
ering this valuable assistance to all
medical centers in Armenia and
Artsakh,” stated Harut Sassounian, the
President of AAF.

For more information, call the
AAF office: (818) 241-8900; Email:
sassoun@pacbell.net.

Armenia Issues Stamp Dedicated to Aurora
Laureate, Yazidi Activist Mirza Dinnayi
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FOR AWAKENING HUMANITY

) AURORA PRIZE

YEREVAN — A postage stamp
dedicated to the theme “Aurora Hu-
manitarianInitiative. Laureates of “ Au-
rora” Prize. Mirza Dinnayi” has been
cancelled and put into circulation.

The postage stamp was cancelled
by the Deputy Minister of High-Tech-
nological Industry of the Republic of
Armenia Stepan Tsaturyan, the Chief
Executive Officer of Aurora Humani-
tarian Initiative Nicola Stanisch, 2019
Aurora prize laureate Mirza Dinnayi,
the Chief Executive Officer of
“HayPost” CJSC Hayk Karapetyan, the
President of Philatelists” Armenian As-
sociation Hovik Musaelyan.

The postage stamp with nominal
value of 350 AMD is printed in “Cartor”
printing house in France with print-
run of 12 000 stamps. The designer of
the stamp is Alla Mingalyova, a mem-
ber of the Aurora Humanitarian Initia-
tive team.

“HayPost” CJSC has issued a
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donation coupon for 150 AMD at-
tached to the postage stamp. “HayPost”
CJSC will transfer 150 AMD donation
value to the Aurora Humanitarian Ini-
tiative.

The postage stamp depicts the
fourth Aurora Prize Laureate, the Co-
Founder and Director of “Luftbriicke
Irak” (“Air Bridge Iraq”) humanitarian
organization, a Yazidi activist Mirza
Dinnayi who works with the victims
of ISIS. He has saved hundreds of
women and children during the Iraqi
war. Risking his own life, Mr. Dinnayi
has personally evacuated and trans-
ported people from ISIS-controlled
territories, after which his organiza-
tion “Luftbriicke Irak” provided them
with necessary treatment and sup-
port.

Mirza Dinnayi was named the
2019 Aurora Laureate on October 19,
2019, at the ceremony in Yerevan that
was held during the Aurora Forum.
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