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PM Pashinyan Denies Rumors of His
Resignation Says Will Stay in Office

MFI(IE OF THE

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan has refuted the rumors about
his resignation.

“Rumors are being constantly cir-
culated about my resignation, even
though I have made clear that I will give
up the status bestowed on me by the
people only on the basis of credible
results of an expression of the people’s
will,” Pashinyan said in a televised ad-
dress to the nation. “As long as there has
been no such expression of the will I will
continue to perform my duties.”

“I want to again emphasize that
the number one challenge now is to
stabilizethe security environment around
Armenia, and we are going to consis-
tently follow that path,” he added.

Referring to the domestic situa-
tion, PM Pashinyan pointed to “obvi-

)

ous” attempts to exclude the people,
citizens of the Republic of Armenia in
general from the processes and solve
problems behind closed doors. in
closed rooms, in high-class environ-
ments.

“Of course, this is unacceptable,
and the people of the Republic of Arme-
nia have been and will continue to be the
owners of power and the situation in
the Republic of Armenia. And I want to
say that I also consider myself the
guarantor of that reality, and the people
must be sure that their will is of decisive
and irreversible importance in the Re-
public of Armenia. And there must be
an opportunity to express the will of the
people, and all attempts to circumvent
the will of the people cannot succeed,”
the Prime Minister stated.

Israel Provided Intelligence Data to Baku
During Karabakh War
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Baku wins intelligence war thanks to Israeli
contracts

Intelligence Online has published
an article about the recent war in
Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh), stating
that Azerbaijan has won the intelli-
gence war thanks to the Israeli con-
tracts.

The article says that while the
world’s focus was on the support of
Turkey and Syrian mercenaries to
Azerbaijan, as well as the Israeli-made
UAVs, Israel was also providing intel-
ligence data to Baku.

From state-of-the-art sensors to
ultra-accurate field modelling, Tel Aviv
has made its latest intelligence-gather-
ingtechnologies available to Baku, rap-
idly changing the trajectory of the

conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Intelligence Online reports that
Israeli companies have provided
Azerbaijan with concrete data about
the geographical terrain of Nagorno
Karabakh which made it easier for the
UAVs of the Azerbaijani army to move
in the aforementioned areas. It says it
is thanks to these data that the UAVs
managed to accurately hit the targets
and cause huge losses to the Armenian
side.

The article also states that Israel
managed to test its equipment in areas
near Iran, which, according to the
author of the article, is of great impor-
tance for it.

Armenia to Hold Three Days of Mourning
for Martyrs of Artsakh War

YEREVAN — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyansaid Monday
addressing the nation in a live broad-
cast on his Facebook page that on
December 19, Armenia will announce
a three-day mourning for those killed
in the war in Artsakh.

“December 19 marks the 40th
day of the end of hostilities, and a
three-day mourning period will be de-
clared in the Republic of Armenia on
December 19. A memorial march will
also be organized from the Republic
Square to Yerablur, other commemo-
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rative events will be held,” the Prime
Minister said.

“As of that day, it is possible
that not all the bodies of our martyrs
will be found, we will have many
unrecognized bodies, but I think this
kind of state decision can no longer
be postponed,” PM Pashinyan
stated.

He assured that the efforts to
search for the bodies, their identifica-
tion, the clarification of the where-
abouts of the missing will further in-
tensify.

United States Imposes Sanctions on Turkey

Secretary of State Michael
Pompeo announced on Monday that
the United States is imposing sanc-
tions on the Republic of Turkey’s
Presidency of Defense Industries (SSB)
pursuant to Section 231 of the Coun-
tering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) for know-
ingly engaging in a significant transac-
tion with Rosoboronexport, Russia’s
main arms export entity, by procuring
the S-400 surface-to-air missile sys-
tem. The sanctions include a ban on all
U.S. export licenses and authorizations
to SSB and an asset freeze and visa
restrictions on Dr. Ismail Demir, SSB’s
president, and other SSB officers.

The United States made clear to
Turkey at the highest levels and on
numerous occasions that its purchase
of the S-400 system would endanger
the security of U.S. military technol-
ogy and personnel and provide sub-

stantial funds to Russia’s defense sec-
tor, as well as Russian access to the
Turkish armed forces and defense in-
dustry. Turkey nevertheless decided
to move ahead with the procurement
and testing of the S-400, despite the
availability of alternative, NATO-
interoperable systems to meet its de-
fense requirements. This decision re-
sulted in Turkey’s suspension and pend-
ing removal from the global F-35 Joint
Strike Fighter partnership.

“We want to thank Congress, the
Trump Administration, and Secretary
Pompeo on these historic sanctions
which are the first step in holding
Turkey’s regime accountable towards
its international and domestic policies.
These sanctions should be immedi-
ately and fully enforced, without waiver
and continued by the incoming Biden

Continued onpage 4
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Hayastan All-Armenian Fund
Issues a Statement

The Hayastan All-Armenian Fund
once again extends its sincere grati-
tude to all donors who have continued
to support the Homeland during this
difficult time.

The extraordinary wave of unity
and solidarity from Armenians around
the world was unprecedented both
during the global fundraising cam-
paign, which started on September
27" and the Thanksgiving Telethon
of November 26", which raised al-
most $23 million.

We are grateful to all organiza-
tions, groups and individuals from the
Diaspora who joined the global
fundraising efforts through alternative
individual campaigns and directed the
proceeds to the Fund’s network.

Such initiatives included
fundraisers organized by the
AGBU, OneArmenia, Armenia Aid,
and many others. The Hayastan
All Armenian Fund was not in-
volved in any way in the technical
and substantive content of any of
these initiatives.

The organizers of the fundraising
initiative which took place on October
10" were in contact with Armenia
Fund Inc. only, a US-based nonprofit
organization, and a partner of the
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund on the
West Coast. Armenia Fund Inc. re-

flected these donations of the funds
raised as they were confirmed on a
daily basis.

As for the non-cash and cash
inflows, Armenia Fund Inc. has clari-
fied these questions on its Frequently
Asked Questions section of the website,
assuring that all donations have been
officially recognized, and the donors
have received certificates and grati-
tude letters.

Additional details on this and the
November 26™ telethon are available
here: https://www.armeniafund.org/
newsroom/frequently-asked-ques-
tions/

Regarding the funds provided
to the Republic of Armenia by the
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund during
war, we reaffirm that the Fund’s
Board of Trustees voted on the issue
through online voting and all deci-
sion and details can be found here
https://www.himnadram.org/hy/
1606218447.

The bases for these transfers to
the Republic of Armenia are clearly
stated in a number of clarifications
given by the Fund in the last month
https://www.himnadram.org/en/
1606218447 as well as in the an-
nouncement made the Ministry of Fi-
nance of the Republic of Armenia on
24.11.2020 - https://bit.1y/3nkE0j2.

Azerbaijan, Turkey Launched Military
Offensive Against Artsakh With a Clear
Genocidal Intent — Armenian FM

Azerbaijan, with direct involve-
ment of Turkey and foreign terrorist
fighters and mercenaries from the
Middle East, launched a large-scale
military offensive against Nagorno-
Karabakh witha clear genocidal intent,
Armenian Foreign Minister Ara Aivazian
said in address to the virtual event
entitled “Mass Media in Genocide Pre-
vention: The Promise and Peril of the
Digital Age”

Speaking on the 72nd anniver-
sary of adoption of the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide, the Minister said it
“empowered the international com-
munity with legal framework to pre-
vent and punish what used to be a
“crime without a name” and came to
be codified as the acts committed with
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a
national, ethnical, racial or religious
group.”

Adopted a day before the land-
mark human rights document — the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
the Genocide Convention thus comes
to represent the first international
agreement on human rights, Minister
Aivaziansaid.

He noted that since 1998, Arme-
nia has been leading the international
efforts within the United Nations to
underpin the significance of the Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Genocide, as well
as to construct solid foundations for
prevention.

In 2015, the UN General Assem-
bly unanimously adopted a resolution
initiated by Armenia, which proclaimed

the 9th of December as an Interna-
tional Day of Commemoration and
Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of
Genocide and of the Prevention of that
crime.

According to Ara Aivazian, the
establishment and the regular obser-
vance of the International Day of the
9th December adds to the continued
efforts of Armenia to promote consoli-
dated international action against the
crime of genocide.

He reiterated Armenia’s firm re-
solve to continue to support the mutu-
ally reinforcing agendas of genocide
prevention and the promotion and pro-
tection of human rights.

“As a member of the UN Human
Rights Council, Armenia has declared
its strong commitment to prevention
of identity-based hate crimes. We all
know it too well, that, as an ultimate
crime, genocide is preceded by dis-
crimination, exclusion, intolerance,
persistent violation of human rights
and freedoms, incitement of hatred on
ethnic and religious grounds,” the For-
eign Minister stated.

“The frequent lack of under-
standing of the importance to timely
detect early signs, such as manifesta-
tions of hate speech and incendiary
rhetoric amplified by the modern
means of mass media, and often po-
litically motivated reluctance to ad-
dress them properly and in timely
manner has limited the collective abil-
ity to undertake early action and de-
liver adequate response to promotion
and cultivation of hatred and intoler-
ance.,” he added.

December 19, 2020

44 Armenians Return from
Azerbaijani Captivity

YEREVAN — Forty Four Ar-
menians have returned home from
Azerbaijani captivity, Deputy Prime
Minister Tigran Avinyan has in-
formed.

Those whose captivity has been
confirmed by the Azerbaijani Red
Cross are being repatriated at this
stage, he said.

The exchange of prisoners started
today through the mediation of Rus-
sian peacekeepers. Avinyan said inten-
sive work is under way to find the
missing, to return other possibly cap-
tured compatriots.

Additional information on the re-
turned captives will be provided later.

Earlier, Russian RIA Novosti
news agency reported that the process
of exchange of prisoners and other
captives began on Monday between
Baku and Yerevan with the participa-
tion of Russian peacekeepers. The sides
agreed to exchange prisoners of war
and other captives according to the
principle “all for all.”

There is no exact data on the
number of Armenians who were cap-
tured or went missing during the hos-
tilities in Artsakh. Videos appear on the
Internet showing Armenian soldiers
and civilians held captive in Azerbaijan
who are being bullied and humiliated
by Azerbaijani soldiers.

HRW: Azerbaijan Carried Out Indiscriminate
Attacks on Civilian Targets in Stepanakert

W e =

BERLIN — Azerbaijani forces
carried out indiscriminate attacks in
Stepanakert in violation of the laws of
war during the conflict in Nagorno-
Karabakh, Human Rights Watch said
today.

A Human Rights Watch on-site
investigation in Stepanakert, Nagorno-
Karabakh’s largest city, found numer-
ous incidents in which Azerbaijan’s
forces used inherently indiscriminate
cluster munitions and artillery rockets
or other weapons that did not distin-
guish between military targets and ci-
vilian objects. Evidence relating to an
attack on October 4, 2020, indicates
that multiple strikes hit residential
homes in less than a minute suggesting
possible bombardment — treating the
whole area as a military target — which
is prohibited under the laws of war.
Azerbaijani forces also attacked infra-
structure that may have an unlawfully
disproportionate impact on the civilian
population. The use by Armenian and
local Nargono-Karabakh forces of mili-
tary bases and dual-use infrastructure
in Stepanakert placed the civilian popu-
lation unnecessarily at risk.

“Azerbaijani forces carried out
apparently indiscriminate air and ground
strikes hitting civilian structures in
Nagorno-Karabakh’s largest city that
should be impartially investigated,” said
Lama Fakih, crisis and conflict direc-
tor at Human Rights Watch. “While the
hostilities may have stopped, the civil-
ian population continues to suffer from
possibly disproportionate attacks on
critical infrastructure.

On September 27, Azerbaijan
began air and ground attacks across

Nagorno-Karabakh, an escalation in
the conflict between Azerbaijan and
Armenia and the local authorities in
Nagorno-Karabakh. Fighting contin-
ued until November 10, when Arme-
nia, Azerbaijan, and Russia concluded
an agreement to end the hostilities.

From September 27 through
October 28, Azerbaijani forces con-
ducted strikes on Stepanakert, at times
using cluster munitions and Smerch
and Grad rockets, which are not ca-
pable of precision targeting. Azerbaijani
forces attacked Armenian and
Nagorno-Karabakh forces based in or
around Stepanakert, including at two
military bases, one of which is be-
lieved to be the headquarters for the
local defense forces. Several struc-
tures were also military objectives,
subject to attack. However, Human
Rights Watch found that in the attacks
investigated, Armenian and local forces
were not deployed nor had set up any
significant defensive systems or other
weaponry in the city.

By early October, most of the
over 50,000 residents had fled the city,
many to Goris and Yerevan in Arme-
nia. Some civilians remained in
Stepanakert, including older people and
servicemen’s families. Since the fight-
ing ended, tens of thousands have
reportedly returned.

Human Rights Watch visited
Nagorno-Karabakh in October and No-
vember and spoke to 19 civilian resi-
dents of Stepanakert, two officials from
the local authorities, a nongovernmental
organization worker, and four other resi-
dents who had fled to Armenia but who
were present during the fighting.
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Vazgen Manukyan and His Colorful Dream

By Hamo Tatoulian

Vazgen Manukyan in his last pub-
lic speech said that Armenia had the
strongest army in the Caucasus, and
that the army was weakened in the last
2 years.

I guess Manukyan is living in a
different dimension including all those
who are nominating him.

Yes, we did lose a battle, thatis a
reality, and we should accept it, we
should stop the blaming game. Only
losers blame others, we should be
ready for the next battles, the war is
not over yet.

The 5th generation armies, will
always have the higher ground, and
investing in drone/UAV technologies
will give those armies the advantage in
the battlefield. The last battle with
Azerbaijan proved this reality, and why
we couldn’t control the higher ground.

POLAND, RUSSIA, SLOVENIA,
SOUTH AFRICA, SOUTH KOREA,
SPAIN, SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND,
TURKEY and the UAE.

At least 12 countries—Argen-
tina, Azerbaijan, China, India, Iran,
Israel, Poland, Russia, South Korea,
Turkey, the UK, and the US — have
established test sites or operational
bases that appear to be mostly or
wholly dedicated to military drones.
These separate facilities may be cre-
ated out of a concern for the safety of
intermingling manned and unmanned
air traffic, or out of a need to meet
operational or strategic requirements.

By 2019 military drones have
been deployed around the world in a
variety of operations, including
counterterrorism and
counterinsurgency missions, peace-
keeping, border security, counter-pi-
racy, counter-narcotics, counter-

Drone Inventory
Model Make Origin Class | Intro Qty Operator
Armenia Military
Aviation |
Bazel Institute Armenia 2012
Ptero-5E AFM Servers Russia ! 2015
Krunk Armenia ! 2011 Air Force
Azerbaijan | Aerostar Aeronautics Israel 1l 2008 Army
Sky Striker | Elbit Systems Israel | 2018 100 | Coast Guard
Orbiter-1K | Aeronautics Israel | 2011 Army
Orbiter-3 Aeronautics Israel | 2016 Army
Harop5 1Al Israel | 2011 50 | Army
Heron TP 1Al Israel LI 2015 2 | Air Force
Hermes I
450 Elbit Systems Israel 2011 10 | Air Force
Hermes m
900 Elbit Systems | Israel 2018 2 | Coast Guard
Turkey Black |
Hornet FLIR USA 2018 Special Forces
Serge-12 Aselsan Turkey | 2018 | 500+ | Army, Gendarmerie
Harpy3 1Al Israel | 1999 100 | Army
Kargud STM Turkey | 2018 | 160+
Bayraktar |
MiniS Baykar Turkey 2007 | 200+ | Army,Gendarmerie
Bayraktar i Army, Navy,
182 Baykar Makina | Turkey 2015 86 | Gendarmerie
Heron1 1Al Israel 1] 2010 7 | Air Force
Air Force,
Navy,
Gendarmerie,
Anka TAI Turkey 1L} 2016 12+ | MIT
Vestel
Karayel-SU | Defence Turkey 1]

Here are some facts:

In the past decade, the number of
countries operating military drones of
any kind has increased by 60 percent.

Eighty five countries currently
operate Class I (< 150kg) UAVs, 44
countries operate Class I1 (150—600kg)
UAVs, and 31 countries operate Class
III ( > 600kg ) UAVs.

By 2019, close to 20 percent of
those countries that do not operate Class
III systems, are believed to be in the
process of acquiring Class 11 capabilities.

Countries with military drones in
2010 were 65 and in 2019 the number
rose to 95.

Close to 63 countries are be-
lieved to have an active inventory com-
prising mostly or wholly of foreign-
made unmanned aircraft systems.

Twenty countries maintain a
mixed inventory of domestic and im-
ported systems, while 12 countries
maintainan inventory comprised largely
of domestically-produced systems. By
2019, the following countries are in-
volved in UAV technology exports in
one form or another: DENMARK,
FRANCE, GERMANY, IRAN, ITALY,

smuggling, firefighting, and environ-
mental protection.

Atleast 10 countries—Azerbaijan,
Israel, Iraq, Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan, Tur-
key, UAE, the UK, and US —are believed
to have used UAVs to conduct aerial
strikes. Another 30 countries are be-
lieved to have acquired or are in the
process of acquiring drones that are
capable of conducting strikes, though
many drones that can carry weapons are
predominantly used for surveillance or
for spotting targets for manned aircraft.

Atleast 16 countries are believed
to be currently engaged in some sort of
overseas military drone deployment.
Eight countries — Iran, Italy, Iraq,
Russia, Syria, Turkey, the UK, and the
US —are believed to be operating drones
in Iraq and Syria.

Development:

At least 24 countries are cur-
rently developing new military un-
manned aircraft. These projects in-
clude 10 Class I systems, 12 Class II
systems, and 36 Class III systems.

At least 7 countries are exploring
potential designs for next-generation
drones, including stealthy aircraft (US,
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Ararat Box Connects Diaspora to Local
Businesses in Armenia While Aiding Artsakh

By Christine Aghakhanian

YEREVAN — A mission to pro-
mote and expand local businesses in
Armenia prompted the launch of the
first-ever subscription box service,
Ararat Box, which began as a startup
with the assistance of Renderforest,
the largest IT company in Armenia
with over 10 million global users.

Since its inception, Ararat Box
has expanded to serve customers from
all over the world and has engaged in
philanthropic efforts amid the recent
war in Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh).
“We have already sent 500 boxes to the
children of Artsakh. Also, we donated
5 million AMD for the assistance to
wounded soldiers who have fought
fearlessly for our home. Indeed, in
these difficult days for our country,
we must work even more and bring
more profit to Armenia,” said Anna
Khurshudyan, a Digital Marketing Spe-
cialist at Ararat Box.

The monthly subscription ser-
vice, which is available for delivery
worldwide, includes an assortment of
authentic and unique Armenian gour-
met snacks, which vary on a monthly
basis. “We buy thousands of products
from various vendors and change se-
lection every month in order to sup-
port as many businesses as possible.
The vendors are from all over Arme-
nia: Lori, Syunik, Aragatsotn, Ararat,
Kotayk, Armavir, Vayots dzor and
Yerevan, of course,” Khurshudyan
said.

Theinspiration behind Ararat Box,
Khurshudyan says, came from the
desire to connect with many friends
andrelatives living abroad, adding that
the idea of creating a platform was an
effort to unite the Diaspora and Home-

land with Armenia’s rich cultural heri-
tage and providing customers all over
the world with an opportunity to pur-
chase Armenian goods. “The inspira-
tion was everything connected with
Armenia — water, weather, forests,
mountains, people and many more as
Armenia is considered a centre of inspi-
ration and creative minds,” she added.

With plans to expand on an even
larger scale, Ararat Box customers
today derive mainly from the US,
Canada, Australia and Germany.
Khurshudyanbelieves that support from
the Armenian Diaspora, as well as their
many non-Armenian customers, gives
them the motivation to continue to
improve their business model, how-
ever, their current priority is helping
rebuild Artsakh and providing the much
needed humanitarian aid to the people
whose livelihoods were shattered by
the gruesome war.

“At this time, we are mainly con-
centrated on supporting and helping
the Armenian economy by exporting
products of hundreds of Armenian
vendors as a healthy economy requires
small  business growth and
sustainability. We believe that together
we can achieve more and make Arme-
nia a prosperous country. Our main
mission is to support Armenia and
small businesses throughout these
rough times. We also believe that we
should contribute to the development
of Armenian producers. Indeed in these
hard and burdensome days for our
motherland, we must work even harder
and bring more profit to Armenia.
Moreover we want to make people
happy by sending authentic Armenian
snacks all over the world,” she added.

For more information, visit
Araratbox.com

China, Russia, and France), high-alti-
tude pseudo-satellites (US, China, UK),
swarms (US, China, UK), and manned-
unmanned teaming systems. (Austra-
lia, Japan, UK, China, and the US)

China appears to have the most
active drone development programs of
any country, with at least 11 parallel
projects underway as of this writing.

Armenia and the Armenian mili-
tary are way behind in this race, and if
we continue this trend, there is no
doubt we will lose the war.

None of the so-called opposition,
especially those who were in power
before PM Pashinyan, have the right to
take the helm to lead the country or
should dare to return to the political

theater. The Armenian nation should
resist these so-called oppositions, who
are waiting like a pack of wolves to
attack their prey -Armenia.

To me, they are the real enemy
from within. Like termites, they weak-
ened the army internally and did noth-
ing for the past 25 years to prepare the
military.

When you live in a self-indulging
bubble of lies for 30 years, the only out-
come is what we have as a reality today.

Looks like V. Manukyan is living
in a different reality, and if he is the
representative of the opposition, [ have
one thing to say:

«dwj pbq dnnnynipn np
pwaueinpn dwlnily b»



4

Massis Weekly

Journal of the Society for Armenian Studies
Releases its First Volume through Brill

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies announces the release of Volume
27, Issue 1 (Spring 2020) of the Jour-
nal of the Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (JSAS), edited by Dr. Tamar M.
Boyadjian at Michigan State Univer-
sity. This volume of the JSAS includes
four articles, and five book reviews.

The articles in this issue address
topics in Armenian religious practice,
philology, the Armenian Genocide,
contemporary literature, and the trans-
mission of traumatic memory.

The volume begins with a study
by Anna Ohanjanyan of C'elepi
K'eomiwrcean’s Polemical Writing
against Suk'ias Prusac'i. This article
examines the reshaping of the ortho-
doxy ofthe Armenian Apostolic Church
along the lines of European confes-
sion-building and Ottoman
sunnitization, in the face of Tridentine
Catholicism. Ohanjanyan
contextualizes these polemic writings
and the ways of detecting “bad innova-
tions” versus those enforcing “pure
faith” in the doctrine and practice of
Armenian communities in the Ottoman
realms in the late seventeenth century.

Ohanjanyan’s article is followed
by Jesse S. Arlen’s micro-historical
study of an episode in Joseph Emin’s
Life and Adventures, where Emin en-
counters Armenian villagers inthe town
of Jinis. Arlenreads this episode within
the greater context of eighteenth cen-
tury “port Armenians” and Armenian
merchant culture in the early modern
world, while also reflecting on the
growing divergences between view-
points of developments in this period,
and that of rural dwellers like the local
villagers and priests of Jinis.

Maria Armoudian and Vukan
Jokic provide an in-depth study of the
portrayals of Armenia and Armenians
in the New Zealand media from 1842
up to the beginning of the 1915 Arme-
nian Genocide. Their sample includes
over 35,000 archived national and lo-
cal newspaper articles, as well as other
types of news reports in the period. In
addition to categorizing the various
representations of Armenians in these
papers—including a special discus-
sion of women, the article further
serves as a reminder of the Armenian
community of New Zealand, which is
not often considered in historical stud-
ies of Armenians, especially during
this period.

The final full-length article in this
volume is the work by Maral
Aktokmakyan devoted to Madt'eos
Mamurian’s English Letters or the
Destiny of an Armenian. Aktomakyan
argues for the role of the strange,
stranger, and uncanny in Mamurian’s
text, and its engagement with moder-
nity as a framework which hopes to

reawaken the Armenian nation and its
political voice in a late nineteenth cen-
tury Ottoman Empire.

In addition to these articles, Vol-
ume 27, Issue 1 also contains the
following book reviews: Gohar
Grigoryan Savary’s review of Heghnar
Watenpaugh’s The Missing Pages: The
Modern Life of a Medieval Manuscript,
from Genocide to Justus; Michael
Pifer’s review of Christina Maranci’s
The Art of Armenia: An Introduction;
Alison M. Vacca’s review of the edited
volume by Houri Berberian and Touraj
Daryaee entitled, Reflections of Arme-
nian Identity in History and Historiog-
raphy; Alyssa Mathias’s review of
Sylvia A. Alajaji’s Music and the Ar-
menian Diaspora: Searching for Home
in Exile; and Zaruhi Hakobyan’s re-
view of Yana Tchekhanovets’s The
Caucasian Archaeology of the Holy
Land: Armenian, Georgian and Alba-
nian Communities.

The JSAS continues to strive to
make the journal more visible in the
national and international academic
arena. The JSAS is also very excited
about this new partnership with Brill.
As the Society for Armenian Studies
President, Bedross Der Matossian (Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln) com-
mented in his message: “We look for-
ward to a fruitful collaboration with
Brill with the aim of transforming the
Journal into a global hub of dissemi-
nating knowledge about Armenian
Studies... JSAS will open new hori-
zons for developing as a cross-cultural
and interdisciplinary field...I have no
doubt that JSAS will soon become a
prestigious journal attracting scholars
from all around the globe.” The JSAS
also thanks its former Editor-in-Chief
Sergio La Porta for his decade of
dedicated service.

Tamar M. Boyadjian, Michigan
State University, continues as the Edi-
tor. The Book Review Editor for this
volume was Michael Pifer, University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

United States Imposes

Continued frompage 1

administration,” stated Sevak
Khatchadorian, Chair of the Armenian
Council of America.

The Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Trea-
sury, has selected the following sanc-
tions from CAATSA Section 235, as

Sanctions on Turkey

implemented by Executive Order (E.O.)
13849, to impose on SSB:

-a prohibition on granting spe-
cific U.S. export licenses and authori-
zations for any goods or technology
transferredto SSB (Section 235(a)(2));

-a prohibition on loans or credits
by U.S. financial institutions to SSB
totaling more than $10 million in any
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San Francisco’s Mt. Davidson Cross
Rebranding Efforts

SAN FRANCISCO — The Mt.
Davidson Cross Armenian Council also
known as the Council of Armenian
American Organizations of Northern
California, CAAONC) is closing out
2020 with positive momentum.

Along with the addition of six
new members from various Bay Area
organizations, the Council has a new
name and logo. The new logo show-
cases the Cross’ majesty and sur-
rounding landscape while also repre-
senting San Francisco.

A newly created video has been
released to highlight the Council’s mis-
sion and recent accomplishments. The
video was created by community mem-
ber and professional videographer,
Anthony Catchadoorian of San Fran-
cisco.

In November of this year, Chair-
person Sevag Kevranian announced a
donation to support Armenia Fund on
behalf of the Mt. Davidson Cross Ar-
menian Council. This donation was
publicized during the annual Thanks-
giving Day Armenia Fund Telethon.

About Mt. Davidson Cross
Over 30 local Armenian churches
and organizations came together in

MT. DAVIDSON CROSS
ARMENIAN COUNCIL

1997 to purchase and preserve the
Cross atop Mt. Davidson from demo-
lition. They dedicated the Cross to the
memory of the 1.5 million martyrs of
the Armenian Genocide of 1915. The
103-foot tall Cross sits high above the
city skyline at 928 feet, representing
the highest point in San Francisco.
The Council remains proudly
committed to the stewardship of Mt.
Davidson Cross but the challenges of
owning a historical landmark open to
the public continue. Please consider
making a financial contribution to sup-
port the preservation and maintenance
of the Cross at
www.mountdavidsoncross.org.

Lucas Zelarayan Named MLS Cup MVP

COLUMBUS - Columbus Crew
midfielder Lucas Zelarayan was named
the 2020 MLS Cup’s Most Valuable
Player (MVP) after scoring twice and
providing an assist as his side thumped
defending champions Seattle Sound-
ers 3-0 on Saturday.

The Argentine-Armenian
playmaker, who arrived from Tigres in
the offseason in a deal worth a reported
$7 million, opened the scoring in the
25th minute when he fired a low-volley
past Seattle keeper Stefan Frei.

The 28-year-old turned provider
for the second goal, finding Derrick
Etienne Jr. in space, with the Haitian
winger unleashing a curling effort past
Frei into the far corner.

Zelarayan netted his second in
the 82nd minute after neat wing play
from Luis Diaz to become the second
player in MLS Cup history to be in-

5 PREsEmEUvaJZ'. /

LUcAS
ZELARAYAN

volved in three goals in a final after the
Crew’s Guillermo Barros Schelotto in
2008.

Crew coach Caleb Porter described
Zelarayan as "unbelievably special”.

"I've coached good players be-
fore but this guy is unbelievable.

"We shared a great moment after
the game. He told me I changed his life.
And I told him he changed my life.

"I brought him here to win cham-
pionships. He seemed to be looking for
something new to stimulate him. A lot
of time I've seen guys are cutthroat,
they sell their souls a little and lose
their way. But he came here and I think
he looks like a new man." Porter said
of Zelarayan.

Born in Cérdoba, Argentina,
Zelarayan is of Armenian descent. He
received an invitation to represent the
Armenia national team in June 2018.

12-month period (Section 235(a)(3));

-a ban on U.S. Export-Import
Bank assistance for exports to SSB
(Section 235(a)(1));

-a requirement for the United
States to oppose loans benefitting SSB
by international financial institutions
(Section 235(a)(4)); and

-imposition of full blocking sanc-

tions and visa restrictions (Section
235(a)(7), (8), (9), (11), and (12)) on
Dr. Ismail Demir, president of SSB;
Faruk Yigit, SSB’s vice president;
Serhat Gencoglu, Head of SSB’s De-
partment of Air Defense and Space;
and Mustafa Alper Deniz, Program
Manager for SSB’s Regional Air De-
fense Systems Directorate.
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