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Lnp SwphlO Yp hdwenpbiGp
Ugquwinp NL yhpwinnp

2020 nwpniwj uygpbwinpniptiwb dGp pwpbdwnpwbplbnp
ns Ohw)b shpwlywbwguwh, pGnhwywrwyp dwpnyniphilbp wypbgwi
whwinp 6wlOp nt lmwqbwwwih ontin, huy Iwyniphilp pninpkg
ndpwhunniphtGGtpne nt Ynpnrunbbpne tnwiph dp:

Swphlt ufuwer 2pGwuwnwbh NthwlO GwhwGqhb dkty
jwjinOwpbpniwé dwhph dp dwuhG nuptGpny, np uygplbwyw
2nowlhb whwnbunittgwe wy Gpyhpbtpne Ynndk: Cwwn swhgwé
hwiwdwpwlyp wwwnbtig wipnne wfuwphp Jwpwytiny 60 dh hnh
Gpypwanilnh pbwyhsbtin no futiny down tipynt dhhnb dwnpnywjhh
YGwhptip: Npwtu wpnhibp, wfuwphh nbwnbuniphtbp hwuwt
pwjpwjdwl GanhG nu dwpnhy dwwunlbnigwlt wnpwwnnipbiwG:
QhwnniphtlGp qnpéh wGglbind Ywpnnwgwr dnpgwbhwjhG
dwiwbwynrwy ity qunltip dwhph ntd wwwnniwuwnnp, jnyuh Gzny Gp
wnwinyd, np jwnwohlwjy wdhubbpnit Ywiwg-Ywiwg whwnh
Yupnnwbwbp yGpwnwnbw dtp pbwlywbnb YtGwbph:

Swiwdwpwyp sfubwjtig Gwbie Iwjwuwnmwbp nLdtp dnnnynipnp
Qwuwnlbnitigwr wennowwwhwlwh, nbnbuwywb no paGyGpwyha
pwqntd ndniwnniphibGbtipne, npnGp Yp zwpnibwynihb mwywehG:

Uthhinph mwpwéphb JwlOg wrwe dbp wgquwjhb YawGpp no
thwynibgwlh nt whgnpénipbwl dwwnlniigwl Yppwlw,
Owynipwjhb, dwpquywb netybnguwywlb hwuwnwwnniphlbGbipp,
ypGny Ghrpwlwb d6é yawubtin:

Wu pninpp ndniwpniphtGGbpp ujuwé thGp dGinyd dnp
jwunpwhwpnihp Gpp  Iwjnipbwl wwpwwnpnigwe Gnp
wwuwbpwquh dp wphwthppp: Unpwtjdwbh pwbwyp, dbp
nwnpwinp p20wdhh @nipphny odwlnwynipbwl [wjlwdwiw
jwupdwyntd qnpétig Upgwpubwl IwjptGGhph ninnnipbwdp: 44
onntwj nwdwlh dwpwbptld Gup, dtgh wwpuwnpnibgwi
unnpwapb| ghGwnwnwph hwdwdwjGwahp dp, np hwdwqop tn
wwnpunipbwb: 2hptigwlp Upgwfuh hnnGpne 066 dwup nu
tnwulbbwy hwgwpwenp dGp hwypGGwyhgbtin nwpdwb qunpwyw
nt whuwnnib: Unpulbgnighlp Gphinwuwpn ghlGninpGtipne wapnno
utipntln dp, npnlGp Gwhwwnwynitgwld ywonmwwbting hwjptGh
hnnp:

Mwuwbpwqih wiwpnht wiGynénibgwr Iwjwuwmwbh
GGpph0 YGwhpp nt wwrnwywnitigwr hwuwpwyniphilbnp:
Pwiniptwl OGnfuwqg nwpdwtr Gpypph nGYwdwpp, npniG
hwqgnibgwr «nwiwdwbh» wwwndntdwbp: Ipwdwpwlywhbh,
h2fuwbwhnfunitpbiwl nu prOniphibGGtipne Ynsgbip ufuwb hGsby
pninp wOnGg Ynndk, npnGp puwl wwph wlhwnbuwdé thG
pwlwlwhbnipbwl gnpép Juqbiny ubthwlwh hwpuwnniphtl
nhqbnt GnbLtl: Iwjwunwbh pwnwpwghGtpp ghwnwygtipny
wwwnbpwquh pGpwgphb Ypwéd ywpnnipbiwb it hepwpwbshiph
wwwnwufuwlwwnniniptiwlb swhwpwdhbp, plpwgp sinnLwt wjn
yngtipnch, GwpupbGuptiin uwywubip wwwbh wrhph, Gpp wrhp
YniGtlwyhtippwlwb Ywd wpwnwhtinp pGunpniphtGGtipne dhpngut
YujwgltiinL hptibg npnanidp nt wpunwjwjnbnt wquw Ywipn:

UhohG UptLtph dGp hwdwjGpGtpp nu junywwtu hpwlwlOw-
hwyniphtlp Ghpwpynitigwe dGé ghgnidbtipne: Gpyph nhdwqpuitwsé
Swip nwaqlwwbtpnit ypwy GHwe wib Gwint whwnp wywjpnid dnp,
np Ynpéwlbtg dwjpwpwnwp MNtjpnipp, OGGpwebw] hwiwywb
pwnwiwubinlt nt hwunwwnniphtGGbpp: 3wjwunmwbwdbpd dbn
qwnntplbtipp, npnGp Yp GYwwnntthG uthhierph pwpwfhunn uhpun,
wpnibwytighG Goupwlw pwlwyny nt npwyny nt uthhipph
Swlnpnipbwl YbnpnGp ufuwr thnfuwnpnihp wibh hGrwenp
GpyhpGGp, nLp dnepnedh G neéwgdwb Junnwbgp wwn webh 066 E:

Swqlbwwwh optip wwypbgwt Gwtt Uhwgbw| Lwhwbq-
GGpp, nup pGYyGpwyhb wpnwpnipbwlb wwhwbeony dh hnGwinp
Gphunwuwpnbtp thnnng nnipu GHWO wieth wpnwp hwuwpw-
wpqgh 0p wwhwOony: Iwdwwbunwwb pGinpnephibbtpnih
wwpwuniphtb Yptiny, gnpénn Gwfuwqwhp dGpdtg pnniGhi
hp wwpwniphitp nt nhatg hwwophbwywb G hwlw-
uwhdwlwnpwlwb pninp wmbGuwyh hGwppbtipny 2peotipnt
dnnnynipnh Ywdpp nt AGwint wpnehb: Udtiphywb Yynpubgnig
wqwuwuniptiwlb ntdnnnypnwywnnipbwl nunwbh hp hwdpwip:

Uhwiwuhy, wjuwyhuh wwjdwbbbpnt wnwly hpwdbn Yno
nwbp wbglnn wnwpniwl, np wnbunwptp Gnwe junuwwtu
Swynipbwlb  hwdwp: Unigp wywwnbg dGp  3wyptlbhpp no
dnnnynipnp dwinObig JneuwhuwpnepbiwG: Uwlyw)h, hGswtu nwé k
Otp wapnne ywwninptiwl pbpwgphb wlquwd dp GLu Wwpunwinn
GlGp dGp ybpptGpp nwpdwbEne nL nwpdbw) nnph G GEne:

[@nn Lnp Swphl pywy ubyhgp Iwjwuwnwbp e Upgwfup
ytpwlwbqbbnt, uthhirpp hwdwfudpbipne tiv Gwjbnt nkwh wetith
(ntuwenn nt thwyntd wwwaquy Op:

U4 YbnpnGwlwb dwpsniphibbwl
Udwlnptiw) Uwnpwlph luoupp

Up thwlytbp 2020 pnrwlwbh Eop, np hwdwjb dwpnynipbw
nL jwwnlwuwtu Iwy dnnnnipnhb hwdwp Gnwe wntwnwptp mwph
ap: Swjwuwnmwbbo nt Upgwpup Ywwphb éwbnp nu ndntwphG ontp,
huly Uthhitnph dtp hwyniphilp Yp nhdwaqpuwek GnpwGnp dwpwnwh-
nwtkpbbp:

Swiwdwpwyhb nkd ywjpwnpp swiwpnwdé, Upgwfup nupdwt
phpwup Unpwtjdwlw-pppwyuwl jupdwyiwb nt 44 optiw) (wjlw-
owiw] ywwbpwaqih ppwgphl, hwywnwy hwy ghlGninph hGpnuw-
Ywl nhdwnpnipbiwb, YnptighGp dtp wwuwndnipbwb Jtpohlt hwpht-
pwibtwyh wdbGklo dwap wwpwnniphelp, wn ppwgphlt wnwiny hw-
qwpuwtnp gnhtip nt yhpwinpltn:

Ujdd yp qunlnihbp dtip ykpptpp wdnpbnt, dnnnynipnh nL pw-
Gwyh pwpnjwywGp yGpwywbqbbint G hwyptGhph YwyniGniphilp
wuwwhnybint hpwiwjwlwbhb weebic, huy wyn Yp Ywpownh GhpphG
hwibtpwfunipbwl nt hwowhudpniwdédnipbw, npnlp ndpwhunwpwp
Up pwgwlwjihl wju optpniG:

UhGs UniphwhwyniphitlGp vmwlwehG Yp Ypt swrwpunwéd pwunuw-
pwghwwl ywuwnbpwqihhbGunbLwbpbbpp, LhpwGwOwhwyniphibp GG-
pwnynitbgwr jwonpnwywb hwpniwébbpne: Gpyph nhdwqpwiwé
nbwnbuwlwb dSwip nwqlwwbtpnil ypwy Ghwe wibOwnt dwypw-
pwnwp MEpniph Gwrwhwbghunkl GEpu Wwwunwhwé huuwy ywypnt-
ap, np wwwndwn nwpdwt dwpnyuwihb ne Ghrpwlwb swbp Ynpniuwn-
GGpne: UGS JOGwubbp Ynptghb dGp wgquwjhb ne yppwwlb hwuwnwinnt-
pheGlGGnp, npnGg yGpwywGqlnidp 4p Ywpowh Gplwpwidbw) wofuw-
wnwlph nt GhrpwlwG dhonglbpnt:

Wuwhuh nmwqbwwwih wwjdwbaEnpnt tnwy k, np Yp nhdwinpblp
Gnp wnwphl, vwlw)G 4p hwirwwnwlp, np akGp dbp Gkp nudl no
ysnwywiniphtlp whunh qunltlp junpwhwpbint dGp wnebic Swnw-
gwd pwanid dwpunwhpwetpbbpp nu dGpwubqbtine dGp yhpwenp
wpdwlwwwwniniphlp:

Unghw| Ydnypwwn I0swybwb Untuwlygniphilp, hGswku hn
134-wibw) hwpniun wwwdnipbwb pnGpwgphG, Yp zwnpnibwyt dGw
Swjwunwbh wbnwlwbnipbwb G dnnnynipnh Ynnphb nt ywwn-
pwuwn t hp dwubwygniphelbp pbpbne ypwqwppbnidh nt wgquwyha
hwdabpwfuniptiwb dplninpun untinétnt dshnntwé pninp Gwfuw-
atinGniphLGOGnnLG:

Solwywl wyu opbtipnil, wbhqwd dp Gru Yp funbGwphhGp dbp
Gwhwuwnwly ghGnunpbGbBpnt Jhowwnwyh 0 weetii, Yp dwnebbp dbp qtiph-
GGpnil G wOjbn Ynpwoébbpnih pninnwithngp Yybpwnwnpd ti wlnlGg
hwpwquwulGbpniG hwaptpniphil, nud G Ynpny:

Lnp Swpniwy G U. 8GGnGwh wmoltpnilG wrhpny Yp 2Gnphw-
tnpbbp dGp pninp hwypGOwyhgbbpnihd Go Yp jnruwbp, np 2021
pnitwuwlp Yprpwy fuwnwnnepbwb, wennoniptiwb GL pwnpbpbpne-
ptwl wnnwph dp:

U3y ybnpnlwlywha dwpgniphil
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Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s Congratulatory Message
on New Year and Christmas

and make decisions conducive to stabil-

Dear people, dear compatriots in
Armenia, Artsakh and the Diaspora,

It is even hard to believe that there
are only a few minutes left until the end
of 2020, a year of which we will keep
bitter memories for a long time ahead. A
war with severe consequences, the
COVID-19 pandemic: 2020 will be re-
membered with these milestones in our
people’s history.

On New Year’s Eve, our hearts
and minds are with the families of our
martyrs, our brothers and sisters who
fell in the war, as well as with their
children, mothers, fathers, wives, hus-
bands, brothers and sisters.

On this New Year’s Eve, our hearts and minds are with the families of
our missing soldiers - their children, mothers, fathers, wives, brothers and
sisters.

On this New Year’s Eve, our hearts and minds are with the families of
our captive compatriots, their children, mothers, fathers, wives, brothers and
sisters. During this time I had the opportunity to meet and communicate with
many of them, and I must say that this is just the case when grief brings people
closer to each other. Unfortunately, by the end of 2020 we have not yet
managed to identify and find out our missing compatriots; we have not been
able torepatriate all our captives, and I want to apologize to the families for this
situation, without talking about the reasons.

On this New Year’s Eve, our hearts and minds are with our soldiers,
officers, generals, our army, our border guards on combat duty who are making
heroic efforts to stabilize the post-war situation and reinstate the nationwide
feeling of security.

On this New Year’s Eve, our hearts and thoughts are with the police and
security officers who are enforcing security and public order in the Republic
of Armenia.

On this New Year’s Eve, our hearts and minds are with our doctors and
paramedics who have for a while now been fighting the coronavirus. The war
opened up a second front for them, and our doctors saved thousands of lives
of wounded servicemen with the same heroic drive.

On this New Year’s Eve, our hearts and thoughts are with those
servicemen and civilians who became disabled during the war, and I especially
want to tell them that life is not over and you will still make your personal
contribution to Homeland’s strengthening.

On this New Year’s Eve, our hearts and minds are with our brothers and
sisters who are back from the battlefields, but keep reliving every minute and
second that they spend on the front lines.

On this New Year’s Eve, our hearts and thoughts are with those who
lost their homes due to the war. For the same reason, I will refrain from
stating the measures that the government has already implemented, is
taking and will take to solve their problems. Everything necessary will be
done indeed.

On this New Year’s Eve, our hearts and minds are with our compatriots
in Artsakh. Our beloved Artsakh is experiencing extremely difficult days. Of
course, the presence of Russian peacekeepers provides strong security
guarantees for our compatriots in Artsakh. The status of Artsakh continues to
be an absolute priority for us, and political and diplomatic efforts must be made
in this direction.

On this New Year’s Eve, our hearts and thoughts are with our compa-
triots in the Diaspora. Your continued love and daily affection matters even
thousands of kilometers away from Artsakh and Armenia, and our unity cannot
be disrupted in any way. We all know that.

On New Year’s Eve, however, our hearts and minds are mostly with our
children, who were deprived of Christmas carols and fairy tales this year.
Children and their future are the most important motivators in our national
mentality, and [ wonder after all what we should do for our children in such a
difficult situation.

The November 9 statement called for an end to hostilities, but we still feel
the aftermath of the war. These aftershocks may have a military bias; they
sometimes have a moral-psychological aspect, sometimes - political, and our
biggest task is to defy them if we are to ensure stability in Armenia and Artsakh

ity. Our greatest duty before our chil-
dren and before the nation is to address
the problems we are facing today; we
should embark upon the cause of build-
ing the future as soon as possible.

What future do we see for our
country, our children and our people?
These issues are important not only
for tomorrow but also for today’s de-
velopments. We have to build Arme-
nia in a new way; we have to build
Artsakh in a new way, we have to
build our optimism in a new way, and
I want to start 2021 with that very
mood. The environment has changed
around Artsakh and around Armenia. We did everything to prevent such
a change in the environment.

But today there are specific realities, and we must face those realities,
because this is a necessary precondition for managing the situation. The
logic of chaos, panic, fear should be overcome minute by minute; we must
rule out any such factor as may lead to such realities. The very first minutes
of 2021 should be the “zero point” for us to usher in the outset of our new
national rise.

What do we need for this? First of all, we must build up a new security
environment, the most important component of which is the launch of army
reforms. We should further strengthen the relations with our primary security
partner — Russia, and create new security guarantees in this context.

The next key point is the establishment of a credible judiciary system.
This is a priority issue and an increasing challenge for the country, including in
terms of security.

The introduction of modern education concepts and bringing each
individual’s competitiveness up to international standards is our next major
task, which will ultimately lead to a significant increase in the competitiveness
of our society.

And finally, the people’s power, that is, the people’ power to form a
government must become ever stronger with each passing day, as this is an
indisputable reality for all time.

Dear compatriots, dear people in Armenia, Artsakh and the Diaspora,

2021 should come as a year of labor for us, not a year of ordinary work,
but a year of striving, where working hard and creating added value should be
a primary task for each of us. Our national revival should be based on the
Work-Education-Work formula; our optimism should be reinstated through
labor and learning; national happiness should be built against the background
of work and education.

In this difficult time of sorrow and anxiety we must not forget about
happiness, about the happiness of our children, of our generations,
because no other goal gives us as much strength to live as the goal of
our children’s happiness. And in order to be stronger, we must have
more and more children, a large family with 4-5 children must become
a rule in us. We must implement new state programs to promote
maternity in 2021, because birth and motherhood are the undeniable
symbol of our vitality and strength.

This day next year all the lights will be brighter in Armenia and Artsakh;
there will be Christmas trees shining everywhere, which will be the greatest
tribute of respect to our martyrs, which will be our greatest service to our
commitment to building a bright future for our children.

Welcome to 2021! On the eve of Christmas, I would like to greet you with
the following words of the New Testament, the Sermon on the Mount:

Blessed are the mourners, for they shall be comforted...

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they
shall be filled.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

Blessed are those persecuted for the sake of righteousness for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven!

Welcome to 2021, the year which should usher in a new era for us, the
year of our national revival.

Happy New Year and Merry Christmas!




2 Massis Weekly

New Mentality, New Armenia

January 9, 2021

The Recurring Story of “Hammer and Anvil”
BY HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

Armenian between “Hammer and Anvil”

“Turkish-Bolshevik relations are an unbelievably painful issue, fatal and
catastrophic for our homeland and for the Armenian people. It is no longer a
secret that Armenia was squeezed and destroyed between the Bolshevik
hammer and the Turkish anvil, becoming the innocent victim of the world
revolution. ... The Turkish-Bolshevik relations are not only a story of the past,
but an urgent issue of today and tomorrow. Every person interested in the destiny
of Armenia and the Armenian people should know this story in order to
understand everything that befell onto those. He must know in order to avoid
inaccurate judgments, baseless illusions and wrongful steps in the future.”
(Simon Vratsyan “Armenia Between the Bolshevik Hammer and the Turkish
Anvil” 1953)

This article expands on the following point raised in our previous article
(Why and is it that...): “Why did Russia get a foothold in Azerbaijan at the expense
of impoverishing Armenia?” Attempting to answer this led us to re-read the
above-mentioned book by the fourth and last Prime Minister of the First Republic
Armenia, Simon Vratsyan. To re-read it in the light of our defeat in the recent
Artsakh war and to find parallels between what happened during Vratsyan’s time
hundred years ago and today. Though our main goal is to discuss the impact of
Russian-Turkish relations on Armenia, we find it necessary to simultaneously
discuss two other major issues that are closely related to our subject: The
sovereign statehood of Armenia, and the question of Karabagh (Artsakh).

The Sovereign Statehood of Armenia, and National Orientation

Vratsyan writes at the beginning of the book: “In December 1920, Armenia
was forced to accept the Soviet regime, then to renounce independence. Why?
Didn’t the Armenian people deserve independence? Was Armenia inca-
pable of leading an independent state life?” Vratsyan, unfortunately does not
answer his questions directly and does not delve on his thoughts exhaustively and
analytically. He, however, responds indirectly by referring to the causes to the
decline of independence. He continues: “An objective study of the facts gives us
the right to claim that the reasons for the decline of Armenia’s independence
were not internal, but mostly external.”

When we review the 1958 edition of Vratsyan’s “The Republic of Armenia”
volume, there too we do not find the critical and objective analysis of the
questions whether we were worthy of independence or not, and whether our
people were capable of leading a sovereign life or not. On the internal front he
blames the Armenian Bolsheviks for the demise of our independence, and on the
external front he mainly blames Kemalist Turkey and Bolshevik Russia, followed
by England and France. He writes: “The Armenian people waited in vain for
justice by the “great allies” who had forgotten the services rendered to them by
the Armenians and the solemn promises made to the Armenians. Now everyone
was working to secure their own benefit by exploiting the Armenians.” During
our scholastic years, reading such statements naturally filled us with anger
against foreign powers, but we did not realize that such emotions did not help us
comprehend the essence of the issues and learn its lessons, and hence did not
enlighten us. To be enlightened we had to read the words of the first Prime
Minister of the First Republic of Armenia Hovhannes Kajaznuni: “We put our own
desires in others ... We overestimated our capabilities, our political and military
worth, the importance of the services we rendered to the Russians [as well as to
the West]. And by overestimating our very modest worth, naturally we also
heightened our hopes and expectations.” And, naturally, the disappointments
followed.

Vratsyan does not say a word about our inability to foresee the events or
about our short-sightedness. We feel obliged to once again quote Kajaznuni’s
words written in 1923: “If it is rightfully said that to govern means to foresee, then
we have been useless governors, because we have lacked that capability to
foresee. We kept making mistakes in our calculations and kept encountering
surprises, surprises only for us, because we did not know how to foresee.” He
continues on: “Complaining bitterly about our fortunes and seeking exter-
nal factors for the causes of our misfortunes is one of the characteristic
features of our national psychology, from which the ARF is not free, of
course. It seems we found peculiar solace in the belief that the Russians had

treated us malevolently (later it was the
turn of the French, the Americans, the
British, the Georgians, the Bolsheviks - all
the world). It seemed like it was a great =S4
virtue and a great courage that we have .-
been so naive and short-sighted, to put
ourselves (or allowed ourselves to be put)
in a position that anyone could deceive,
abandon, betray, massacre or let massa-
cre us.” The diagnoses made by Kajaznuni
were interpreted by Vratsyan as those of
“an old man’s sick, incomprehensible wan-
derings”. He would point out where “his £=
entire mistake” was and would add: “He %"' : _
believes he instinctively understands the . .b
Armenian people and the Armenian reality, £ 3 | i

while in reality, what he understands intu- .

" LT . Hovhannes Katchaznouni

itively and instinctively is very far from

the Armenian people. He is not an Armenian, he is a simple person. There is
nothing typical in him as an Armenian”. Do you see where the mistake is? Do you
realize how beneficial it would have been for our nation if instead of ridiculing the
oppositionist with personal insults we would have debated over the pros and cons
of the ideas he expressed? This is what we should have done in reality, to, as
Vratsyan states: “avoid inaccurate judgments, baseless illusions and wrongful
steps in the future.” Unfortunately we did not and we suffered badly.

In 1958 Vratsyan wrote: “Forty years have passed since the birth of the
Republic of Armenia, but the idea of independence has not yet become a
common national perception in the psyche of Armenians. Time is a decisive
factor in the assessment of historical events and, over time, for generations.
However, forty years were not enough to quell the aroused passions over the
Republic of Armenia, and for the idea of independence. Why? Because the idea
of independence was abused to advance partisan interests and create discord
and division. In the absence of a national orientation mindset, we created good
Armenia (@auva} av-) and bad Armenia (Naua} av—), spiritual homeland
and Bolshevik homeland, ARF Armenian and non-Armenian Armenian (Re-
member Vratsyan’s description of Kajaznuni as “he is not an Armenian, he is
a simple man”, from which the slogan “he who is not a Dashnak is not an
Armenian” came around), the national church and the Bolshevik church, and
so on. Among all this, how can one expect “the idea of independence to be
rightfully ingrained in the consciousness of the whole Armenian people”? And
the few who tried to do that, such as Sarkis Dekhrouni, were killed by a
fratricidal bullet.

We had to wait until the movement of the 1980s, when the Karabakh
Committee members came out with publications such as “The Time to Disembark
Fromthe Train”, “The Law of Exclusion of the Third Force”, “What is Our Way”,
and more, to revitalize petrified and stereotyped mindsets. When calls for
independence rang from inside our homeland, the three main parties of the
Diaspora, at the instigation of the ARF, contested it. It is very likely that SDHP
and ADL were unaware that Marukhyan’s ARF was already in the service of the
Russian KGB, which did not look with a keen eye at the inevitable world
developments. The Soviet Union collapsed and Armenia, not remaining under its
ruins, managed to gain independence in a constitutional way, not through the
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Karabakh Committee members

efforts of the ARF, but through Kajaznuni’s “other people with a different name,
a different psychology, a different past (or no past).” And unfortunately, the
ARF, which considered Armenia’s independence its monopoly, transferred the
destructive partisan mentality to Armenia and started a struggle against the new
ones. Why? Let’s give the floor to Kajaznuni again. “We have not been able to
differentiate the state from the party and have introduced partisan mentality into
the running of the state affairs. We did not have statehood mentality.”

Due to this destructive partisan mentality, the realities were distorted, the
traits of “anti-national” and “traitor” surfaced, as well as “sellers” of Artsakh, etc.
And under the veil of patriotic slogans resignations were forced, the October 27
massacre took place, followed by seizure of power, rigged elections, March 1,
robbery, etc. The ideas of a national orientation and sovereign statehood were
subordinated to the pursuit of partisan gains by becoming tools in the hands of

»»»
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foreign powers.

The Impact of the Karabakh Issue on Armenia

Just as Armenia seceded from the collapsing Soviet Union in a constitutional
way, so too did The Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region (NKAR) secede
from Azerbaijan. However, Azerbaijan rejected this process and resorted to
pogroms and war, which ended in its defeat. The independent Republic of
Armenia, to avoid being labeled as an aggressor against the Azerbaijani state, and
to overcome UN and international community condemnation, presented the war
as the internal conflict of Azerbaijan: a minority, NKAR, struggling for self-
determination. On the legal ground, the war was between Azerbaijan and the
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic. Armenia simply acted as a defender of the NKAR’s
rights and its security guarantor. Unfortunately, even this delicate issue was
exploited by partisan circles with statements such as Artsakh was liberated
“against Levon Ter-Petrosyan’s will.” It was thanks to this step of the Armenian
diplomacy that the Artsakh Republic became one of the signatories of the 1994
ceasefire.

We are all familiar with the developments that followed. Some internal and
external forces could not digest this exceptional national achievement and so they
managed to create a schism between the two main creators of this victory: Levon
Ter Petrosyan and Vazgen Sargsyan. Unfortunately, the ARF played a big role in
this rift by assuring Sargsyan that they will raise more than $500 million a year
from the Diaspora to support his plans. This is how the resignation of President
Levon Ter-Petrosyan was demanded and Robert Kocharyan’s candidacy for
president was advanced against Karen Demirchyan. In the 1998 presidential
elections, Kocharyan was “elected” president by constitutional violations and
electoral fraud.

Less than a year later Sargsyan realized that he had been deceived. In the
1999 parliamentary elections he allied with Karen Demirchyan and won a brilliant
victory, thus constricting Kocharyan to the status of “Queen of England”. The
same forces that created the rift in the first place could not digest this success
and carried out the October 27 massacre. Our independent statechood was
beheaded, Kocharyan took Artsakh out of the negotiation process and we had 20
years of plunder, which is why we got to where we are.

From all this, it becomes clear that some internal and external forces
diverted the Artsakh issue from its original goal of national liberation in
order to serve their sectarian interests and seize power in Armenia.

For the benefit of our readers let’s draw a parallel. The day after the
sovietization of Azerbaijan (April 28, 1920) a threatening telegram was sent to
Yerevan to clear the Armenian troops from the territory of Karabakh and
Zangezur. Vratsyan writes: “It must be said that Armenia had no “military
operations” in Azerbaijan. At that time the Karabakh incidents were taking place.
The people of Karabakh refused to recognize the government of Azerbaijan and
wanted to join Armenia. The Musavat government, with the help of Khalil Pasha,
directed its entire army against Karabakh and tried to forcibly subjugate its people,
at whose request a military unit headed by Dro was sent to help them. At the time
of Azerbaijan’s sovietization, almost all of Karabakh was in the hands of
Armenians.” We know that Karabakh found itself within the borders of Azerbaijan
because of Stalin. But did you know that the five-member body that made that
decision first voted in favor of Armenia by a margin of three to two? The next
day, under pressure from Stalin, that decision was overturned in favor of
Azerbaijan. The one who changed his position was the only Armenian member of
that five-member body.

The Impact of Russian-Turkish Relations on Armenia

Lenin-Ataturk

Vratsyan writes: “The Republic of Armenia fell under the joint blows of the
Turks and the Bolsheviks. First of all to the Bolsheviks, because if Soviet Russia
had not encouraged and helped, Kemalist Turkey would not have had the courage
to attack Armenia at that time.”

To draw parallels with today, let us note the situation at that time.

1- World War I is over. The Russian and Ottoman empires have collapsed
and Soviet Russia and Kemalist Turkey are rising from the rubble.

2- The West, mainly England and France, is repartitioning the Ottoman
Empire and establishing its zones of influence. Both are concerned about the
developments in Russia and the threat that the “working class” revolution could

have on their colonial interests.

3- The leaders of the defeated Unity and Progress party (CUP) led by Talaat
Pasha had defected to Germany and are planning anti-British programs including
the creation of a revolutionary movement in the Islamic countries of Central Asia.
Enver Pasha is active in Russia, preparing to cross into Turkey with Bolshevik
aid and seize power in the event of the defeat of Mustafa Kemal. Talaat, Enver
and Kemal are competing to lead the new Turkey in formation.

4- With the help of the British, Talaat is assassinated in Berlin by Soghomon
Tehlirian. Enver, who was sent to Bukhara by Lenin to quell a local movement,
secretly cooperates with the enemy, falls from favor and is assassinated by Hagop
Melkumyan. As for Mustafa Kemal, he becomes the target of everyone’s favor
when he collaborates with Kazim Karabekir starting in 1919 and records military
successes on the battlefield. In April 1920 he becomes the President of the
Turkish Grand National Assembly. He exploits with great success the competi-
tion between Russia and the West for the benefit of its national goals, taking
advantage of everyone.

5- The then Armenian authorities are pursuing a short-sighted policy,
dazzled by the West’s “solemn promises given to the Armenians” (Vratsyan) and
“overestimating our very modest merits, naturally, we also exaggerated our
hopes and expectations” (Kajaznuni). On the other hand, Azerbaijan, seeing the
advance of the Soviet armies, declares the sovietization of Azerbaijan on April 28,
1920, collaborating at the same time with the Kemalists. We rely on the West for
the promises of an Armenia from sea to sea, that will be given to us by the Treaty
of Sevres (August 20, 1920). This fact turns the Turks and the Russians more
against us.

6- The Armenian authorities, having exhausted all capabilities, on the one
hand agree to the transfer of power to Russia (November 29, 1920), and on the
other hand sign in Alexandropol (December 2, 1920) the humiliating treaty with
Turkey.

7-Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan were going through the same mess. The
last two come out of it profitable, while we come out losers.

Putin-Erdogan

What happened in the past thirty years?

1- The collapse of the Berlin Wall brought forth the formation of a new
world order. Germany united and the Soviet Union collapsed.

2- With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the bipolar world came under the
unipolar control of the United States. That gave rise to competition for redistri-
bution. As a result all 15 republics that constituted the Soviet Union gained
independence and turmoil in the Middle East increased. Independent Armenia
tried to lead a pro-Armenian national policy. Artsakh was liberated and its adjacent
7 districts came under its control.

3- The unipolar hegemony of the USA did not last long, as the world started
moving towards a multi-polar direction, mainly by the reappearance of China.
After the initial turmoil, Russia was on the move to re-establish its sphere of
influence in the region. One of the results for us Armenians was the massacre of
October 27, 1999 which was followed by the “pocketing” of Armenia by the
“property for debt” deal and 20 years of authoritarian rule through its agents. The
latter took advantage of the situation by filling their pockets and being
indifferent to the strengthening of the country’s defense, despite witness-
ing that the enemy was purchasing billions of dollars worth of weaponry.

4- Syria also fell under the crossfires of the return of Russian influence,
where its interests clashed with those of the Turks. Erdogan’s Turkey, which
was coldly treated by Europe, turned its attention to the East, Iraq, Syria, and even
Libya, pursuing its national interests with the tacit support of the United States.
The Russo-Turkish conflict of interests did not last long, when mutual benefits
were seen which led them to cooperate. Even the downing of a Russian military
plane (Nov. 2015) by Turkey and the assassination of the Russian Ambassador
(Dec. 2016) in Istanbul, did not hinder the expansion of this cooperation.

5- Turkey signed a $ 2.5 billion deal with Russia on September 5, 2017 to
buy the S-400 air defense system. In April 2018 Russia started the construction
of nuclear power plants in the Turkish cities of Sinob and Akkuyu at a cost of
more than $20 billion. These deals progressed despite US protests. Russian
exports to Turkey surpass $21 billion a year while it imports $4 billion worth of
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goods from Turkey.

6- US trade sanctions on Turkey and Russia brought the two closer
together. Putin and Erdogan became modern-day Lenin and Mustafa Kemal.
Putin-Lenin are attempting to create a schism between Turkey and the West,
while Erdogan-M. Kemal exploit the situation to their benefit.

7- Georgia and Azerbaijan benefited from this situation, while Armenia lost.

The ceasefire agreement signed on November 9, 2020 is similar to the
agreement of November 29, 1920 and the Treaty of December 2, 1920. At that
time, the Armenian Bolsheviks came to replace the ARF, and according to
Kajaznuni: “They secured the only degree and form of independence possible in
today’s conditions.” Today, through democratic processes, the force that
should come to power must be guided by the vision of national orientation,
to secure the development of Armenia. Neither the former regime nor the ARF
should have the ambition to lead that movement. Their activity for the last 25
years proves that they are not adept to accomplish that task. In particular, they
should not be an obstacle in the path of achieving this task, similar to what the
AREF did in the 1920s and 1990s and is trying to do today. It is interesting to note
that a hundred years ago and untill the second half of the 1970s, the ARF led a
staunch anti-Russian policy, considering the Russians, not the Turks, as our main
enemy. But after that period, they reversed course 180 degrees. Which leads us
to think whether that turnaround was necessitated by partisan or national
motives?

So, what should be done to move forward?

A- Let’s not blame foreigners for this new catastrophe that befell us. Let’s
not repeat Vratsyan’s words: “An objective study of the facts gives us the right
to claim that the reasons for the decline of Armenia’s independence were not
internal, but mostly external”. By sufficing with that and not investigating the
internal causes of our misfortunes, we will again hand over the management of
our destiny to foreigners. The saying “history repeats itself” has its logical
continuation: “only for those who do not learn from it”. Unfortunately, we have
fallen many times and are still falling in that second section.

B- Through objective and critical discussions, let us learn our lessons from
this catastrophe and work in national solidarity to eliminate its bitter effects.

Could we have avoided this catastrophe? Our answer is yes. Let our
affirmation not seem immodest, for it is based on the many articles we have
written over the past thirty years and the diagnoses we had revealed. Sure enough,
the most important of these diagnoses are best explained by Hovhannes
Kajaznuni: “You love the tool more than the work” and Levon Ter-
Petrosyan: “How long should the vice of being a toy in the hands foreign
powers be the way of life of Armenians?” Rather than “external” factors, we
have advocated the strengthening of the “inner” self as a basis for future victories.
We tried to spread that mentality through articles, such as “From Selfishness to
Patriotism”, “From Self-Deception to Self-Knowledge and Beyond”, “All and
Part”, and many other similar articles.

Can you imagine how much Armenia would have prospered if instead of
arousing fury we had conducted public discussions with sober minds and found
solutions to our problems that benefitted our nation? In such an atmosphere the
fratricide of October 27 and the beheading of our statehood would not have
happened. Just to mention the major catastrophe that befell upon us. Most
likely we would have agreed to President Levon Ter-Petrosyan’s proposal, that
as victors we should seek a permanent solution to the Karabagh problem through
mutual concessions, replacing the 1994 temporary ceasefire. In the event of such
an agreement, we would have created the possibility that the Baku-Ceyhan oil
pipeline would pass through its most convenient route, Armenia, instead of
Georgia. The same goes for the case of railways. In the event of such an
agreement, we would have strengthened the independent statehood of Armenia.
But for whom was such a solution not profitable? Primarily to Russia and its
servants, who harmed our homeland under the guise of “Defender of the
Fatherland”.

Unfortunately, the 1998 scenario is in action again today. It’s the same
awful mudslinging, distortion and misinformation. We regret that the speakers in

the square put themselves in a miserable situation when they resort to exploit
statements made by foreign powers such as Putin, Erdogan or Aliyev to settle
internal issues. Don’t they realize that those foreign powers are advancing their
own national interests and their statements are intended to destabilize our
country? As a major example, let’s mention Putin’s accusation that Armenia had
not recognized the independence of Artsakh. The fact is that Russia also had not
wanted to do that, because doing so would have encouraged the many “Karabaghs”
in its territory to declare independence. But Russia recognized the independence
of Abkhazia and Ossetia at the expense of Georgia only when its national interests
demanded it. Considering the current situation, by raising the issue of the
independence of Artsakh does Russia intend to repeat the example of Abkhazia
and Ossetia at the expense of Azerbaijan?

Those who have been looting the homeland for twenty years are now
delivering sermons about the salvation of the homeland. Those who have ignored
equipping the army with modern armament and the strengthening of the military
for twenty years are speaking today about the importance of the role of the army.
Those who falsified elections under an authoritarian regime and violated the law
for twenty years today are purporting to teach us about democracy and the rule
of law.

By doing so, as we did in 1998, we are further endangering our
independent statehood by again placing it between the “hammer and anvil”
of foreign powers. It is important to realize the necessity of pursuing a
nationally oriented policy that puts the national interest above all else. That
becomes possible when we realize that organizations and parties are just tools to
serve the nation. They are not eternal and cannot be. The eternal is the Armenian
nation which in its millennial history has seen many kingdoms, principalities,
feudal dynasties, organizations, etc., which came about and went away serving
the nation. It is necessary to objectively evaluate the work done by all such
entities, but never at the expense of discrediting one to elevate the other. Finally,
we have to realize that the Armenian nation is the whole of us all, and the
damage done to one part of it harms the welfare of the whole. As long as
we do not realize this simple reality and are not guided by it, time and again
we will find ourselves between the hammer and the anvil of foreign forces.

December 18, 2020

P.S. We were moved to write this addition upon viewing the two proces-
sions of mourning that took place on December 19 in memory of our soldiers who
sacrificed their lives in this recent war. First, we regret that there were two
processions as opposed to a unified national one. This reminds us of the separate
processions that were held in the Diaspora in memory of our victims of the
Genocide. This regretfully shows the politicization of the issue.

Second, watching the videos of both processions, it becomes evident that
the one organized by the government was far more populace than that of the
opposition. This shows that the people don’t trust the calls for “salvation of the
country” made by the opposition. But at the same time we get worried when we
hear statements made by opposition leaders that reveal their intent to agitate the
situation.

Let’s give two examples of statements made by none other than Mikayel
Minasyan, former President Serge Sargsyan’s son in law. He threatened to
“slaughter under the walls Nikol Pashinyan and his half-men”. In another
statement he said: “The Crusaders, in the name of the church, did not have many
forms of punishment. Either the victim’s ears were cut off or his legs were
smashed”. Can you believe that these statements were made by our former
ambassador to (of all places!) the Vatican? Can you imagine the terrible situation
the state of Armenia, its population and the Armenians of the Diaspora will be in
should such people come to power? What sane man can trust such people who
claim to save the homeland? Knowing who stands behind the opposition and
where they come from, we are convinced that their actions bring us closer to the
brink of civil war than to the “salvation of the homeland”. By aggravating the
situation, they clearly intend to seize power and restore authoritarian rule. This
must be avoided in order to really save our homeland.

December 20, 2020
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Expertly translated fromthe origi-
nal Armenian by Donald Abcarian and
Ara Stepan Melkonian, Raffi was a
master 19th century public intellec-
tual, storyteller and social critic. His
works foretold the emerging currents
of modern nationalism and ethnic
cleansing, and he alerted Armenians to
the dangers surrounding them in the
Ottoman Empire and the Caucasus. He
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was celebrated and persecuted for his
views, but remained steadfast and un-
defeated against all.

Rafti brings the 19th century alive
in our imagination. His works are great
literature, but also great history. He
pays attention to detail, presents his
intimate knowledge of events, and even
the terrain he describes is unmatched.
Raffi transports his readers to historic

Tajkahayk are focused on the Otto-
man Empire and the emergence of
the Armenian Question, especially
in the aftermath of the Russo-Turk-
ish war of 1877-78, while The
Golden Rooster and The Five
Melikdoms of Karabagh concern the
Caucasus. The latter volume should
be of immediate interest to readers
today in the wake of recent develop-
ments in Karabagh.

Raffi’s books have been been
called “great literature”, “gripping”,
“incisive and insightful”, “amazing eth-
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