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Armenia Azerbaijan and Russia Sign Joint Statement
Pashinyan: Karabakh Status, Exchange of POWs Not Resolved Yet

MOSCOW — Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev announced in
Moscow on Monday the signing of a
joint statement aimed at developing the
region.

In the statement issued after the
meeting that lasted for about four
hours, they said the Russian, Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani governments will
setup a joint “working group” that will
deal with practical modalities of re-
storing transport links between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan.

According to the statement, the
group will submit by March 1 a time-
table of “measures envisaging the res-
toration and construction of new trans-
port infrastructure facilities” in line
with the November 9 ceasefire deal.
The group is to comprise teams of
experts who will calculate the cost of
these projects.

“I consider today’s meeting ex-
tremely important and useful, because

we were able to agree on and signed a
joint statement on the development of
the situation in the region. I mean
concrete steps to build economic ties,
develop infrastructure projects. For
this purpose, a working group will be
created, headed by vice-prime minis-
ters of Azerbaijan, Armenia and Rus-
sia,” Putin said at a press briefing
following the trilateral meeting.

According to him, they will set
up working expert subgroups in the
near future, present concrete plans for
the development of transport infra-
structure and the region’s economy.

“l am sure that the implementa-
tion of these agreements will benefit
both the Armenian and Azerbaijani
people, and without any doubt, will
benefit the region as a whole, and
hence the interests of the Russian Fed-
eration,” Putin said.

He noted that the Russian peace-
keeping group fully fulfills its obliga-
tions to both sides.

“As I said at the beginning of our

Armenian Government Extends

Coronavirus Restrictions
To Start Limited COVID-19 Vaccination

YEREVAN — The government
on Monday extended by six months
most of its restrictions aimed at con-
taining the spread of the coronavirus in
Armenia.

But it scrapped some rules in an
apparent response to concerns voiced
by Economy Minister Vahan Kerobyan
and Armenian businesspeople.

The government has continued
to require people wear face masks in
all public areas and kept in place social
distancing and hygiene rules set for
businesses even after lifting a
coronavirus-related state of emergency
and introducing a nationwide “quaran-
tine” regime in September.

The less stringent regime was
due to expire on Monday. The Ministry
of Health asked the government late
last month to extend it until July 11,
citing the continuing large number of

coronavirus cases in Armenia.

Kerobyan criticized the request
last week, saying that the restrictions
would hurt the Armenian economy hit
hard by the coronavirus pandemic.
Some business associations as well as
dozens of private firms echoed his
concerns.

The government sided with the
Ministry of Health while making what
appear to be concessions to the critics.
In particular, it lifted restrictions on
indoor and outdoor festive events.
Those include a ban on restaurant
parties attended by more than 60
people.

The government also allowed
foreign nationals to enter Armenia
through its land border crossings and
not just by air. But those travelers will

Continued onpage 4

meeting today, over 48 thousand dis-
placed persons and refugees have al-
ready returned to Nagorno-Karabakh.
Persistent work is underway to restore
infrastructure, energy, housing, social
infrastructure,” Putin said.

The full text of the statement
states:

“We, President of the Republic
of Azerbaijan I. H. Aliyev, Prime Min-
ister of the Republic of Armenia N. V.
Pashinyan and President of the Rus-
sian Federation V. V. Putin declare the
following:

In order to implement part of
point 9 of the Statement of November
9, 2020 regarding the unblocking of all
economic and transportation routes in
the region, we support the proposal of
the President of the Russian Federa-
tion V.V. Putin on the establishment of
a tripartite Working Group under the
joint chairmanship of the Vice-Prime
Ministers ofthe Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Republic of Armenia and
Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian
Federation.

The Working Group will hold the
first meeting until January 30, 2021,
based on the results of which it will
form a list of the main areas of work
arising from the implementation of

point 9 of the Statement, setting rail-
way and road communications as pri-
orities, and will also determine other
areas as agreed between the Republic
of Azerbaijan, the Republic Armenia
and the Russian Federation, hereinaf-
ter referred to as the Parties.

In order to implement the main
directions of activity, the co-chairs of
the Working Group will approve the
composition of the expert subgroups
in these areas made of officials of the
competent authorities and organiza-
tions of the Parties. The expert sub-
groups, within a month after the meet-
ing of the Working Group, will present
a list of projects with justification of
the necessary resources and activities
for their implementation and approval
at the highest level by the Parties.

The Working Group, by March
1,2021, will submit for approval at the
highest level by the Parties a list and a
schedule for the implementation of
measures involving the restoration and
construction of new transport infra-
structure facilities necessary for the
organization, implementation and se-
curity of international traffic carried
out through the Republic of Azerbaijan

Continued onpage 4

Senator Menendez Set to Be Chairman of
Senate Foreign Relations Committee

Longtime friend of the Armenian
American community, Senator Robert
Menendez (D-NJ) is poised to become
the new chairman of the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee following
Democratic pickups of two U.S. Sen-
ate seats in Georgia’s runoff elections,
positioning the New Jersey senator to
play a hugely influential position in
U.S. — world affairs.

In December of 2019, Senator
Menendez spearheaded the unanimous
passage of the Armenian Genocide
Resolution, S. Res. 150, in the U.S.
Senate, highlighting his decades-long
legislative track record of leading pro-
Armenian American initiatives.

A strong supporter of Artsakh
and his vigorous defense of Section

907 of the Freedom Support Act —
Senator Menendez secured a General
Accounting Office assessment of the
Trump administration’s dramatic
$120,000,000 increase in U.S. military
aid to Azerbaijan, and, in the wake of
Azerbaijan’s September 27, 2020 at-
tack on Artsakh, introduced two mea-
sures, S. Res. 754 and S. Res. 755,
scrutinizing U.S. security assistance
to Turkey and Azerbaijan in light of
their domestic abuses and acts of re-
gional aggression.

Senator Menendez has led bipar-
tisan Senate campaigns to support U.S.
aid to Armenia and Artsakh and ensure
continued U.S. AID funding for the
HALO Trust’s life-saving de-mining
operations in the region.
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Armenian, Azeri Security Chiefs
Discuss Exchange of POWs

Armenia NSS Director Armen Abazyan and chief of Azerbaijan SSS Ali Nagiyev

YEREVAN -- The heads of
Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s main se-
curity services met again on Saturday
to discuss the implementation of the
Russian-brokered agreement to stop
the war in Nagorno-Karabakh.

In a short statement, Armenia’s
National Security Service (NSS) said
the meeting took place in no-man’s-
land at a section of the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border about 70 kilometers
south of Yerevan.

The statement said NSS Director
Armen Abazyan and the chief of
Azerbaijan’s State Security Service,
Ali Nagiyev, discussed “the exchange
of prisoners and the search for miss-
ing persons.” “Contacts on these top-
ics are continuing,” it added without
elaborating.

Abazyanand Nagiyev already dis-
cussed these issues late last month at a
meeting in Moscow hosted by
Alexander Bortnikov, the head of
Russia’s Federal Security Service. The
NSS said afterwards that they reached
unspecified “understandings.”

The ceasefire deal brokered by
Russian President Vladimir Putin on

November 9 calls for the exchange of
all prisoners of war (POWs) and civil-
ians held by the conflicting sides. So
far 54 Armenians have been freed and
returned home. Dozens of others re-
main in Azerbaijani captivity.

They include 62 Armenian sol-
diers who were taken prisoner in early
December when Azerbaijani forces
seized the last two Armenian-controlled
villages in Karabakh’s Hadrut district
occupied by them during the six-week
war.

In a letter to United Nations Sec-
retary General Antonio Guterres pub-
licized earlier this week, Azerbaijan’s
Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayramov
branded the soldiers as “saboteurs”
and indicated the Azerbaijani authori-
ties’ intention to prosecute them on
relevant charges.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
on Saturday condemned Baku’s plans
as a gross violation of international law
and the Karabakh truce agreement. It
accused the Azerbaijani side of “using
Armenian prisoners of war as hos-
tages to advance its political agenda.”

President Armen Sarkissian
Infected with Coronavirus

YEREVAN — President Armen
Sarkissian has tested positive for the
coronavirus, his office said on Tues-
day.

A statement released by the of-
fice said Sarkissian, 67, took the test
after showing symptoms of COVID-
19 following foot surgery which he
underwent in London on Sunday.

“President Sarkissian has self-
isolated and will temporarily work
remotely,” added the statement. It
did not say whether he remains in

hospital.

London is experiencing a sharp
increase in COVID-19 cases as a new,
more contagious strain spreads through
the capital and southern regions of
England.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on January 4 announced an-
other lockdown for England to contain
the spread.

Sarkissian joins a long list of
world leaders and officials who have
contracted coronavirus since the out-
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Azerbaijan Angered by FM Aivazian’s
Visit to Stepanakert

Armenian Foreign Minister Ara Aivazian meeting with Artsakh President Arayik

Harutyunyanin Stepanakert

Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev has protested a visit of Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Ara Aivazian to
Nagorno-Karabakh republic, calling it
a provocation and “an attempt to incite
tension.”

Aliyev said Armenian officials
must stop visiting Karabakh without
Baku’s permission. “Let them not for-
get about the war,” he said, according
to the TASS news agency.

Ayvaziantravelled to Stepanakert
on January 5 for talks with Karabakh’s
leaders. He sign a program of consul-
tations with newly appointed Atsakh
Foreign Minister David Babayan.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman, Anna Naghdaliyan, dis-
missed Azerbaijani claimas “completely
baseless.”

In written comments to the
Interfax news agency, Naghdalyan in-
sisted that the truce agreement “does
not place any restrictions on contacts
between Armenia and Karabakhat vari-
ous levels.” Nor does it specify
Karabakh’s status, she said.

Naghdalyan said that Baku itself'is
violating a key provision of the agree-
ment by refusing to free dozens of
Armenian soldiers and civilians that were
captured during the six-week war.

Russia Probing Case of Helicopter
Downed by Azerbaijan as Murder

MOSCOW —Russian military
investigators are now treating the
Nov. 9 downing of a helicopter
over Armenia as “willful murder”,
a more serious charge than the
previous “death through negli-
gence”, Interfax news agency re-
ported on Monday, citing a
source.

The criminal case, which was
initially launched under Article 351
of the Criminal Code of the Russian
Federation (violation of the rules of
flights or preparation for them, re-
sulting in death by negligence) was
reclassified to a more serious Article
— part 2 of Article 105 (intentional
murder of two or more persons)

A Russian Mi-24 helicopter was
shot down over Armenia near the
border with Azerbaijani controlled

Nakhijevan region, killing two crew
members and injuring another, just
few hours before a Moscow-
brokered ceasefire over Nagorno-
Karabakh was reached.

Azerbaijan’s Foreign Ministry
said Azeri forces shot down the he-
licopter by accident, expressing
apologies to Moscow and a readi-
ness to pay compensation.

Interfax said on Monday, citing
the source, that a case had initially
been opened into a potential infringe-
ment of flying regulations that had
resulted in deaths through negligence.

The reported switch to a mur-
der charge, which could lead to a
sentence of life imprisonment for
those held responsible, may compli-
cate relations between Moscow and
Azerbaijan.

break of the pandemic, including
Johnson and U.S. President Donald
Trump.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan tested positive for
coronavirus last year.
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Rep. Katherine Kazarian Elected
Rode Island Assembly Majority Whip

PROVIDENCE, RI— Armenian-
American State Rep. Katherine
Kazarian, an East Providence Demo-
crat, was elected Rode Island House
Majority Whip at the recommendation
of Speaker K. Joseph Shekarchi.

Rep. Mia Ackerman of
Cumberland was tapped as deputy
whip.

Kazarian is not the first female
whip — that distinction belongs to the
late Suzanne Henseler — but now two
women are in the top four leadership
positions.

Whips play a key role in both
state legislatures and Congress. As the
U.S. Senate describes their role and
their history: “Whips are mainly re-
sponsible for counting heads and
rounding up party members for votes
and quorum calls, and they occasion-
ally stand in for the majority or minor-
ity leaders in their absence.”

The voting took place at a virtual
House Democratic caucus meeting
Monday night, which also saw the re-
election of Rep. Charlene Lima of
Cranston as deputy speaker, Brian
Kennedy of Hopkinton as speaker pro
tempore, and Grace Diaz of Provi-
dence as chairwoman of the Demo-
cratic caucus.

A House rundown of Kazarian’s
legislative history notes that she spon-
sored bills to expand the scope of
health insurance coverage for Rhode
Islanders, including a law that requires
health insurance plans to provide for a
12-month supply of birth control to all

those who are insured.

She has also sponsored legisla-
tion to reduce the burden of student
loans and successfully created a pro-
cess for the Department of Education
to collect and organize information
concerning the duties and responsibili-
ties performed by school social work-
ers.

She has worked in the tech field,
for both Upserve and Virgin Pulse, and
was previously a senior planner for the
City of Pawtucket. Engaged to Sam
Daniel, she will be attending law school
in the fall.

With eight great-grandparents
who survived the Armenian Genocide
of 1915, she and her family have been
very active in Rhode Island’s Arme-
nian community. She was the sponsor
of legislation which made Holocaust
and Genocide education mandatory in
all of the state’s middle schools and
high schools. [Ackerman] was a co-
sponsor of the law.

U.S. Department of Labor Awards
$2 Million Grant to Improve Enforcement of
Labor Laws in Armenia

The U.S. Department of Labor
today announced the award of a $2
million cooperative agreement to the
International Labor Organization to
implement a project to improve the
government’s enforcement and pro-
motion of labor laws and standards
that are consistent with international
labor standards, in one or more spe-
cific economic sectors in Armenia.

Grant activities will focus on
improving systems in appropriate gov-
ernment institutions for enforcing and
promoting Armenia’s labor laws and
standards. The project also aims to

increase access to judicial and non-
judicial remedies and increase work-
place use of tools and resources avail-
able for compliance with labor laws or
standards.

The grant is made available
through the Department’s Bureau of
International Labor Affairs, whose
mission is to promote a fair global
playing field for workers in the U.S.
and around the world by enforcing
trade commitments, strengthening la-
bor standards and combating interna-
tional child labor, forced labor and
human trafficking.

Coin Dedicated to Komitas Wins 3rd Prize at
“Coin Constellation-2020” Competition

The silver collector coin issued
by the Central Bank of Armeniain2019

and dedicated to the 150th anniversary
of the birth of the world-renowned
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UN Agencies and Partners
Provided Assistance toOver 17,000 People

Following Artsakh War

YEREVAN -- As a result of the
heaviest fighting since the early 1990’s,
approximately 90,000 people were dis-
placed from the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict zone to Armenia between 27
September and 9 November 2020, 88%
of whom being women and children,
the UN Office in Armenia said in a
news release.

The UN in Armenia quickly mo-
bilized a response and from early Oc-
tober began complementing Govern-
ment humanitarian support provided
by ten priority municipalities as well as
the Ministry of Labor and Social Af-
fairs to those displaced.

The UN together with its donor
partners has provided support across a
range of critical needs for those dis-
placed and host communities:

In particular, from 15 October
until now, the UN agencies and part-
ners have responded with the distribu-
tion of 33,330 non-food items, includ-
ing bedding items, towels, hygiene
supplies, and household items. A total
of 6,800 individual kits and 805 family
kits were distributed in various loca-
tions, including Yerevan. 500 pack-
ages of baby diapers were provided to
spontaneous arrivals from Nagorno-
Karabakh in Goris, Sisian and Kapan.
As part of the winterization response,
1,475 beddingkits, including bed linen,
pillows and winter blankets, were dis-
tributed in Dilijan, Sisian and Kapan.
Additional 21,000 winter blankets and
648 heaters were distributed across
different regions. 2,250 children in
Vardenis, Kotyak, Hrazdan and Goris
benefited from warm clothing.

In response to shelter needs,
1,000 foldable beds have been distrib-
uted to families mainly in Gegharkunik,
Tavush, Syunik and Kotyak. In addi-
tion, the payment of utilities costs for
64 facilities was covered.

A child protection hotline and
helpline for social service workforce
professionals was established, provid-

ing 24/7 response, advice and guid-
ance on child protection cases. 940
social service workforce profession-
als (social workers, teachers, school
psychologists, youth workers) were
trained and skilled to be able to provide
psychological firstaid and mental health
and psychosocial support. 355 chil-
dren, 520 adolescents, and 394 par-
ents have benefited from mental
health and psychosocial support,
including through individual and
group interventions, art and music.
1,257 people received case manage-
ment support, including referrals and
provision of care packages. 25 ado-
lescents from Nagorno-Karabakh
were trained as peer support volun-
teers for continuous provision of
mental health and psychosocial sup-
port to adolescents. 100 at-home art
kits were distributed to the most
vulnerable adolescents.

To address education needs
11,500 displaced school-age children
from Nagorno-Karabakh who are cur-
rently enrolled in secondary education
in Armenia were supported. Peer-to-
peer learning was initiated through a
network of peer educators for 100
students from Nagorno-Karabakh lo-
cated in Armavir.

To alleviate Food Security and
Nutrition issues, assistance reached
17,965 people with hundreds of metric
tons of food assistance in November
and December.

The UN and partners supported
the Ministry of Health’s efforts in
providing health services to both citi-
zens of Armenia and the spontaneous
arrivals, for example 100 Oxygen Con-
centrators and other COVID-19 sup-
plies were provided to the Ministry. A
UK Emergency medical team was de-
ployed in Armenia for case manage-
ment and on-the-job training in the
“Surb Grigor Lusarovich” medical
center and the National Center of
Infectious Diseases.

Armenian composer and musicologist
Komitas took the 3rd prize in the “Coin
of the Year” nomination at the 14th
international contest “Coin Constella-
tion-2020” (Russia).

The designers of the “Komitas-
150 coin are Vardan Vardanyan (ob-
verse) and Eduard Kurghinyan (re-
verse).

The coin is minted in the
Lithuanian Mint.

Twenty-six organizations from
17 countries applied for participation
in the “Coin Constellation-2020.” In
total, 159 collector coins of 2019 year
of issue were presented to the contest.

The winner-coins were deter-
mined by an international jury.
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MetLiveArts Presents the World Premiere of

Atom Egoyan and Mary Kouyoumdjian’s
They Will Take My Island

NEW YORK — On Tuesday,
January 26 at 7 p.m. the MetLiveArts
commission and world premiere of
They Will Take My Island, which fea-
tures unreleased scenes and highly
personal short films by Oscar-nomi-
nated filmmaker Atom Egoyan (The
Sweet Hereafter) set to original musi-
cal scores by Armenian American com-
poser Mary Kouyoumdjian, will stream
on The Met’s website, YouTube chan-
nel and Facebook.

They Will Take My Island in-
cludes footage from Egoyan’s films
Ararat and A Portrait of Arshile, and
Kouyoumdjian’s new score is per-
formed by JACK Quartet and Silvana
Quartet. Egoyan’s films and excerpts
on the life of abstract painter Arshile
Gorky are infused with themes of fam-
ily and immigration.

The performance is free and will
remain online indefinitely. It is the first
performance of the 2021 MetLiveArts
virtual season, which will be announced
in full at a later date.

The Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s Department of Live Arts com-
missions and presents new works of
performance: music, words, move-
ment, sound, and related hybrids. With
its singular, artistically rigorous body
of work, Live Arts furthers The Met’s

position as a center for shared under-
standing and an active creative center
for living artists. The department deep-
ens connections between audiences
and works of art and encourages the
discovery of untested modes of per-
formance. Commissions by the De-
partment generate new scholarship
and brings art in The Met’s collection
into conversation with contemporary
creators. Live Arts produces the most
expansive season of new and large-
scale works in any museum-based
performance series in the United
States.

Armenian Government Extends

Continued frompage 1

have to produce documents showing
that they tested negative for the
coronavirus up to three days ago or to
self-isolate and take such tests in Ar-
menia.

The Armenian authorities largely
stopped fining people and businesses
to enforce the anti-epidemic rules fol-
lowing the September 27 outbreak of
the war in Nagorno-Karabakh. The
daily number of new COVID-19 cases
reported by them grew rapidly as a
result. But it has been steadily falling
since mid-November.

The Armenian health authori-
ties are planning to vaccinate 10
percent of the country’s population
against COVID-19 according to
Gayane Sahakyan, the deputy di-
rector of the National Center for
Disease Control and Prevention, she
announced that Armenia will re-
ceive its first coronavirus vaccine
doses before the second half of
February.

“We are planning to acquire vac-
cines for 10 percent of the population
to carry out at first vaccinations of
only high risk groups,” Sahakyan told
a news conference.

“We are now holding negotia-
tions on concrete time frames for their
imports. We are confident that we will
have the first imports by the end of
January or the first half of February,”
she said.

Sahakyan said the talks center on
possible supplies of the Russian vac-
cine Sputnik V or three other certified
vaccines that have been developed by
the Western pharmaceutical compa-
nies Pfizer, Moderna and AstraZeneca.

It is still not clear which of them will
be chosen by the Armenian govern-
ment, added the official.

Sahakyan announced in early De-
cember that the government has com-
missioned 600,000 doses of
coronavirus vaccines from COVAX
Facility, a global partnership backed
by the World Health Organization. She
said Armenian medical and social work-
ers, seniors and people suffering from
chronic diseases will be the first to get
vaccine shots free of charge.

The official did not clarify on
Tuesday whether the government’s
supply contract with COVAX, worth
$6 million, remains in force. Nor did
she say if the health authorities could
vaccinate a larger proportion of the
population later this year.

Armenia has been hit hard by
the pandemic, with more than 162,000
coronavirus cases and at least 2,941
deaths caused by them reported by
the authorities so far. The real num-
ber of cases is believed to be much
higher.

The daily number of new infec-
tions has fallen significantly since the
beginning of November. The Arme-
nian Ministry of Health reported on
Tuesday morning that 355 more people
have tested positive for COVID-19 in
the past 24 hours, sharply down from
more than 2,000 cases a day routinely
recorded in late October and early
November.

Sahakyan acknowledged that
the country’s coronavirus numbers
will likely rise again after the New
Year’s and Christmas holidays and
the reopening of schools. But she
did not predict a serious resurgence
of cases.
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Zarmanazan 2021 Registration is Open!

Zarmanazan 2021, a Western
Armenian language immersion sum-
mer program, is scheduled to take
place in the French Alps, in the Haute-
Savoie, from July 12 to August 7.

This program has 3 distinct and
interconnected parts:

-A program for 10 to 17-year-
olds

-A program for young adults
from 18 to 24 years old

The youths and young adults have
various activities adapted to their age
group. These include visual arts and
audio-visual workshops, crafts, mu-
sic, theater and movement, creative
writing, literary readings, outdoor
games and nature walks.

All the activities are carried out in
Armenian, in the presence of the tal-
ented and qualified facilitator team.

It should be noted that an inter-
mediate level of Armenian is required
for the young adult group. The number
of spaces is limited.

A university section for teachers
of Western Armenian

This is an intensive program for
Diaspora-based educators, leading to-
wards a diploma from the Institut Na-
tional des Langues et Civilisations
Orientales (INALCO), Paris. It includes
theoretical instruction prepared by spe-
cialists, as well as guided practice
training. The number of participants is
limited to 15.

Zarmanazan is a place where
children, young people, teachers and
facilitators from around the Diaspora
join together in a common project.

To enroll, or for more informa-

Zarmanazan
2021

Fer apes 26 o 2%
Jinlig 22 % Awg 3, 2631

A creative and Interactive
Western Ammendan language
immersion progam in the
French Alps region, open 1o
all children and youth of the
Diaspora.

Fer ages 18 te 24
July 9 Ay & 2001

Zanmanazan also hosts an intensive
coursa for Western Armanian lan-
guage teachers or future teachers

in the Diaspora, as part of the ceri-

Applicttion deadling

Febrwdng ¥, 20631 fication program titled “Teaching
OO LT Westorm A s i O u
b offered by the Natienal Institute foe
Oviental Languages and Civilizations
(Inzco, Paris).

It o cemip s conoebod beciuso of C L L
nee vakd for the onfing Zartsants 2.1 peogram which will take place cn the

same dakes.
Thés pégeam K agproved by S Fronch Ministry of Yo and Sgora.

s v = =

G Mille g el

mehdes Sy it g
tion visit www.zarmanazan.com

If the physical camp is cancelled
because of Covid pandemic restric-
tions, enrollments are valid for the
online Zartsants 2.1 program which
will take place at the same dates.

The “Zarmanazan” educational
program was launched by the Arme-
nian Communities Department of the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundationin2017
as part of its Western Armenian revi-
talization initiatives. It is organized in
partnership with L association Mille et
un Mondes (Lyon, France) and the
Institut National des Langues et
Civilisations Orientales (INALCO,
Paris, France).

The Zarmanazan summer pro-
gram is certified by the French Minis-
try of Youth and Sports. You can
consult this information here in Arme-
nian or in French.

Armenia Azerbaijan and Russia Sign

Continued frompage 1

and the Republic of Armenia, as well
as transportations carried out by the
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Repub-
lic of Armenia, which require crossing
the territories of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Republic of Arme-
nia.

Pashinyan: Karabakh Status,
POW issues not resolved

Prime Minister Pashinyan par-
ticipated in a joint press conference
following the trilateral meeting with
Presidents Putin and Aliyev after the
meeting.

Pashinyan thanked Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin for the efforts he is
investing in restoring stability and se-
curity in the region and in resolving the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

“Unfortunately, this conflict has
not been resolved. Of course, we man-
aged to secure the ceasefire, but there
are still many issues that must be
resolved. One of these issues is the
issue of the status of Nagorno-
Karabakh, and Armenia is ready to
continue negotiations within the frame-
work of the OSCE Minsk Group co-
chairmanship,” Pashinyan said.

“Unfortunately, today we were
unable to resolve the issue of prisoners
of war, and this is the most sensitive
and painful issue, because it is a hu-
manitarian issue. We agreed that we
will continue to work in this direc-
tion,” he said.

Pashinyan noted that the 8th point
of the joint statement of November 10,
2020, is not fully implemented.

“I hope that we will be able to
come to a concrete decision in the
shortest possible time,” the Armenian
Prime Minister added.

The 8th point of the statement of
the President of Azerbaijan, the Prime
Minister of Armenia and the President
of Russia on November 10, 2020, calls
for the exchange of prisoners of war,
hostages and other detained persons
and the bodies of the dead.

According to the Armenian Prime
Minister, the statement signed on Janu-
ary 11 may change the economic ap-
pearance of the region.

“The statement we signed today
is really very important, and I will not
hide the fact that the implementation of
this statement can simply change the
economic image and appearance of
our region, and economic innovations
can also lead to more reliable security
guarantees,” Pashinyan said.

He declared his readiness to work
constructively in this direction, “but,
unfortunately, it is impossible to re-
solve all issues during one meeting.”

“I hope that we will continue to
advance. I would like to emphasize
once again that the most important
issue for us at the moment is humani-
tarian issues, issues of exchange of
prisoners of war, which are provided
for in paragraph 8 of our joint state-
ment of November 10, ” Pashinyan
said.
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