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American Red Cross

GiVC QML Help save lives.
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Blood Drive

Organized by

Gaidz Youth Organization

Location: AEBU Hall
1060 N Allen Ave
Pasadena, CA 91104

Sunday, February 14, 2021
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor code: GAIDZ to schedule an
appointment.

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by .5 s ]

visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your 3% %

pre-donation reading and health history questions on the day of
your appointment.
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Ruling Bloc Lawmakers:
Most Armenians Do Not Want Regime
Change or Pre-Term Elections

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan and lawmakers repre-
senting his My Step alliance spoke out
against holding fresh parliamentary
elections to resolve the political crisis
in Armenia when they met late on
Sunday.

In a short statement, My Step
said the participants of the meeting
saw no popular demand for the con-
duct of such elections proposed by
Pashinyan on December 25. They
also noted the proposal’s rejection by
the two opposition parties represented
in the Armenian parliament, said the
statement.

Pashinyan offered to hold snap
elections following opposition protests
sparked by the war in Nagorno-
Karabakh stopped by a Russian-
brokered ceasefire on November 10.

The ruling bloc lawmakers stated
that, most Armenians do not want
regime change or pre-term elections.

“A vast part of the population is
demanding that we do not opt for
elections and keep doing our job in-
stead,” one of them Hayk Konjoryan
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service.

“Ifthe vast majority of our people
wanted us to hold pre-term elections
... then citizens would organize them-
selves without the 17 [opposition]
forces or present their demand to us
together with other political forces,”

said Konjoryan. He said they would
specifically take to the streets.

Minister for Territorial Adminis-
tration and Infrastructures Suren
Papikian said. “We have received no
such feedback from the public, On the
contrary, we have only received [mes-
sages of] ‘do not resign.’”

“l don’t exclude that we have
had shortcomings,” he went on. “It
wouldn’t be normal if there were no
people disappointed with us. “It’s a
natural process. Some will start to
believe, others may have some expec-
tations which we do not manage to live
up to.”

Last week former president Rob-
ert Kocharyan expressed his readiness
to participate in the elections claiming he
can wincomfortably. Kocharyanis stand-
ing for trial in connection with March 1,
2008 disputed election violence that killed
10 opposition protesters.

Papikyan specifically denied any
connection between the authorities’
decision not to hold snap parliamen-
tary elections and Kocharyan’s inten-
tion to participate in it.

“We are not afraid of any compe-
tition, and it is not clear to me with
which or through which political force
Robert Kocharyan would participate in
elections,” he said, answering ques-
tions from Facebook users at the RFE/
RL studio in Yerevan.

Muradov.

reported.

unwaveringly in the future as well.

Five More Armenian POWs
Return from Azerbaijan

YEREVAN -- Five more Armenian prisoners of war have returned from
Azerbaijan. The plane transporting the prisoners landed at Erebuni Airport in
Yerevan on Tuesday, they were escorted by Commander of the Russian
peacekeeping forces in Nagorno-Karabakh, Lieutenant-General Rustam

Muradov told reporters that Russian peacekeepers have transported one
prisoner of war to Baku and returned five prisoners of war to Yerevan, TASS

Today there was another exchange of prisoners of war for the purpose
of implementing the trilateral statement signed by the leaders of Russia,
Azerbaijan and Armenia on November 9, 2020,” Muradov said, adding that the
Russian peacekeepers will continue to help implement the trilateral agreement

Three of the five Armenian POW’s are from Armenia’s Shirak Province.

Turkey Has no Right to Give

History Lessons to People
Who Survived the Genocide

YEREVAN — Spokesperson for
the Armenian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs Anna Naghdalyan has responded
to calls on cooperation for regional
peace and stability by Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevliit Cavusoglu advising
that Armenia “learn lessons,” from
recent events. Cavusoglu’s comments
were made during the provincial con-
gress of “Justice and Development
Party” in Antalya.

“As for the “advice to learn les-
sons from history”: no one has the
right to speak disrespectfully with the
language of threat and give lessons of
history to the nation who survived
genocide.

“Turkish authorities must clearly
realize that a relevant environment of
trust is needed for a dialogue, and the
destruction of Armenian historical-
cultural heritage definitely does not
contribute to the establishment of such
an environment,” Anna Naghdalyan
said.

“A state which demonstrates
such attitude towards historical-cul-
tural monuments at least cannot be
credible.” Naghdalyan stated.

“We strongly condemn the policy
of consistent destruction and misap-
propriation of Armenian cultural heri-
tage by the Turkish authorities that

gained new momentum, and urge Tur-
key to strictly adhere to its obligations
under the international agreements,”
she added.

“We are familiar with reports in
Turkish media about the sale of Arme-
nian churches in Turkey. In particular,
the Armenian Catholic Church in
Sebtash district of Bursa was put up
for sale for 6 million Turkish lira, while
another Armenian church in Bursa was
put for sale for 6,3 million Turkish lira.
Moreover, the Armenian St. Toros
Church in the western Turkish prov-
ince of Kutahya was destroyed,”
Naghdalyan said.

Armenian Tech Sector Keeps Growing
Despite Recession

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s tech-
nology sector continued to grow rap-
idly last year despite a recession pri-
marily caused by the coronavirus pan-
demic, Minister of High-Tech Indus-
try Hakob Arshakyan said on Tuesday.

“The combined turnover of [tech]
companies rose by 20.6 percent to
about 198 billion drams ($380 mil-
lion),” Arshakian told a news confer-
ence.

“Please note that this includes
only high-tech industry companies and
doesn’t include telecom operators,” he
said.

The total number of such firms
reached 1,228 in 2020, Arshakyan
went on. The number of their officially
registered employees jumped by 22
percent to 18,747, he said.

Many of them work for local
subsidiaries of U.S. tech giants like
Synopsys, National Instruments, Men-
tor Graphics and VMware. A growing
number of other information technol-
ogy (IT) engineers are employed by
Armenian startups and other home-
grown firms.

In Arshakyan’s words, 192 new
IT firms qualified last year for tax
breaks that were first introduced by
Armenia’s former government in 2015.
Local startups also attracted $50 mil-

lion in mostly foreign investments,
added the minister.

The official figures cited by him
contrast sharply with the country’s
overall macroeconomic performance.
The Armenian economy contracted
by an estimated 8 percent in 2020
mainly because ofthe COVID-19 pan-
demic. The six-week war in Nagorno-
Karabakh, which broke out in late
September, also contributed to the
significant decline in economic activ-
ity.

The Armenian tech industry
dominated by software companies ap-
pears to be the only sector of the

Continued on page 3
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Russia Lifts Travel Ban
for Armenian Citizens

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
welcomed on Friday the Russian
government’s decision to lift a
coronavirus-related entry ban for Ar-
menians, saying that it will reduce their
economic hardship.

Moscow banned the entry of visi-
tors from many foreign countries last
spring as part of its efforts to contain
the coronavirus pandemic. It subse-
quently allowed citizens of some coun-
tries, including all other members of
the Russian-led Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU) except Armenia, to visit
Russia.

The ban directly affected tens of
thousands of Armenian migrant work-
ers earning a living in Russia on a
seasonal or permanent basis. Many of
them had to return to Armenia follow-
ing lockdown restrictions imposed
across Russia last March.

After repeated appeals from the
Armenian government Moscow last
week allowed Armenian citizens test-
ing negative for COVID-19 to enter
Russia by air from February 1 to March
1. They have to use a special mobile
phone application certifying negative
results of their coronavirus tests taken
shortly before their departure from
Armenia.

Pashinyan “noted with satisfac-
tion” the lifting of the ban when he
spoke at a meeting of the prime minis-
ters of Russia and other EEU member

states held in Kazakhstan. He said
that the move is of “fairly great so-
cial and economic significance” for
Armenia.

Deputy Prime Minister Mher
Grigoryan said on Thursday that 1,423
Armenian citizens flew to Moscow
and other Russian cities from Yerevan
on February 1-3. More than 1,260
others returned to Armenia from Rus-
sia in the three-day period, Grigoryan
told Pashinyan during a cabinet meet-
ing in Yerevan.

Flights to Russia from Armenia’s
second international airport located in
Gyumri resumed last Thursday
evening. Gyumri and the surrounding
Shirak province have for decades suf-
fered from high unemployment and
poverty, forcing a large part of the
region’s population to work in Russia.

In February, Aeroflot will re-
sume regular flights from Moscow
to Yerevan (Armenia), Alma-Ata
(Kazakhstan), Baku (Azerbaijan), and
New Delhi (India), the airline said on
Tuesday.

At the same time, Aeroflot also
increased the frequency of flights to
Nur-Sultan (Kazakhstan), Minsk
(Belarus), Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan), and
Cairo (Egypt), and opened flights from
St. Petersburg to Minsk.

Russia and Armenia will resume
air communication on reciprocal basis
on February 15.

Lilit Tadevosyan Elected New Head Of
Armenian Court of Cassation

YEREVAN -- The Armenian par-
liament elected on Tuesday a 42-year-
old senior judge and former prosecu-
tor as head of the Court of Cassation,
the country’s highest body of criminal
and administrative justice.

The new court chairwoman, Lilit
Tadevosyan, was backed by 102 mem-
bers of the 132-seat National Assem-
bly, among them opposition parlia-
mentarians. Her predecessor, Yervand
Khundkaryan, became a member of
Armenia’s Constitutional Court in Sep-
tember.

Tadevosyan was nominated for
the vacant post by the Supreme Judi-
cial Council (SJC), an independent
body monitoring Armenian courts.

Tadevosyan worked as a pros-
ecutor before taking the bench in 2012.
In2016, then President Serzh Sarkisian
appointed her as a Court of Cassation
judge. She became the head of the
court’s Criminal Chamber in 2018.

Tadevosyan emphasized the im-

portance of judicial independence when
she addressed lawmakers before they
voted in secret ballot to install her as
court chairwoman.

“Independence and autonomy are
inalienable characteristics of the judi-
ciary to which all branches of govern-
ment and all strata of the society must
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California Legislators Announce Essay and
Visual Arts Scholarships to Raise Awareness
of the Armenian Genocide
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SACRAMENTO — The Califor-
nia Armenian Legislative Caucus is
holding two scholarship contests for
the 2021 commemoration of the Ar-
menian Genocide. California high
school students in 9th through 12th
grade are invited to participate in an
essay contest and/or a visual arts con-
test to increase greater awareness of
the Armenian Genocide on its anniver-
sary.

All winners will be contacted di-
rectly and announced to mainstream
and Armenian media by the California
Armenian Legislative Caucus on Fri-
day, April 16,2021. All winners will be
awarded scholarships and a trip to the
State Capitol in Sacramento to be ac-
knowledged at the California Arme-
nian Legislative Caucus’ annual Arme-
nian Advocacy Day during a press
conference on Monday, April 26,2021
and receive special recognition from
the members of the Armenian Caucus.
Original artwork will berequested from
visual arts applicants if they are se-
lected as a finalist, for possible display
in the California State Capitol.

**Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
this may not be an in-person event.
Final details will be given closer to the
event date.

Criteria for each contest are de-
tailed below. Students may enter both
contests, but submissions must be
entered separately.

Essay Scholarship Awards:

First Place: $1,000

Second Place: $750

Third Place: $500

Visual Art Scholarship Awards:

First Place: $1,000

Second Place: $750

Third Place: $500

Submission Deadline for both

: a Is _'_,.ﬂ ;

contests is Friday, April 9, 2021. Any
submissions sent after the deadline
will not be accepted.

The California Armenian Legisla-
tive Caucus is a bi-partisan, non-politi-
cal Caucus that encourages California
Armenian Americans to advocate and
participate in cultural, educational, gov-
ernmental, and community efforts in
California. Through advocacy, the
Caucus strives to ensure that Califor-
nia Armenian Americans’ voices are
heard and given a platform. The Cau-
cus serves as a forum for members
from the California Senate and Assem-
bly to identify key issues affecting
Armenian Americans and develop and
empower the Armenian American com-
munity throughout California.

Members of the California Arme-
nian Legislative Caucus are: Senator
Archuleta, Senator Borgeas, Senator
Dahle, Senator Portantino, Senator
Wilk, Assemblymember Friedman,

Assemblymebmer Gabriel,
Assemblymember Nazarian,
Assemblymember Rivas, and

Assemblymember Rubio.

All winners will be contacted di-
rectly and announced to mainstream
and Armenian media by the California
Armenian Legislative Caucus on Fri-
day, April 16,2021. All winners will be
awarded scholarships and a trip to the
State Capitol in Sacramento to be ac-
knowledged at the California Arme-
nian Legislative Caucus’ annual Arme-
nian Advocacy Day during a press
conference on Monday, April 26,2021
and receive special recognition from
the members of the Armenian Caucus.
Original artwork will berequested from
visual arts applicants if they are se-
lected as a finalist, for possible display
in the California State Capitol.

contribute,” she said.

Tadevosyan was pressed by sev-
eral pro-government lawmakers to
comment on Armenian judges’ sys-
tematic refusal to allow the pre-trial
arrests of opposition figures and other
activists trying to topple Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan’s government over
its handling of the recent war with
Azerbaijan. She pointedly declined to
criticize those judges.

“If I don’t avoid, as you put it,
answering your questions today I will
have to avoid administering justice on
those cases tomorrow,” explained
Tadevosyan. “That’s not what I am
standing here for. Justice will not be

administered here.”

Lilit Makunts, the parliamentary
leader of Pashinyan’s My Step bloc,
hailed her stance.

Tadevosianalso drew praise from
Edmon Marukyan, the leader of the
opposition Bright Armenia Party, for
not “commenting on political processes
from the number one podium.”

Vladimir Vartanyan, the chair-
man of the parliament committee on
legal affairs, stressed the fact that
Tadevosyan will be the first woman to
head an Armenian high court. “If we
want revolutionary changes we must
take this fact into account as well,” he
said.
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Armenian American Museum

Issues Construction Documents
for Historic Groundbreaking

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California has formally issued
the project’s construction documents
to the City of Glendale for plan check
following the official announcement
of the historic groundbreaking in Sum-
mer 2021.

The formal submittal represents
the culmination of a multi-year design
process for the cultural and educa-
tional center led by Alajajian Marcoosi
Architects and the museum’s design
team. The submission of construction
documents initiates the plan check pro-
cess with the City of Glendale and
begins the countdown for the start of
construction of the landmark center.

In January 2021, the Glendale City
Council approved the museum’s refined
building design, authorized priority plan
check for the project, and waived city
permit and plan check fees.

The museum anticipates the is-
suance of construction permits by the
City of Glendale in Spring 2021.

struction, design, programming, and
development for the landmark center.

The museum’s design team is led
by Alajajian Marcoosi Architects and
includes Robert Goodwin serving as
the Construction Manager, IMEG Corp.
serving as the Structural Engineer,
Rhyton Engineering serving as the Civil
Engineer, Glumac serving as the Me-
chanical, Electrical, and Plumbing En-
gineer (MEP), Courtland Studio LLC
serving as the Landscape Architect,
and A. Zahner Company serving as the
Architectural Metal Cladding Consult-
ant of the project.

The Armenian American Museum
will rise to a two-level 50,820 square
foot museum complex built on a one-
level semi-subterranean parking garage.
The first level will feature the grand
lobby, auditorium, learning center, dem-
onstration kitchen, gift shop, and admin-
istrative offices. The second level will be
dedicated to the permanent and tempo-
rary exhibition galleries as well as the
collections archives.

“The Armenian American Mu-
seum has reached an exciting mile-
stone with the submission of the
project’s construction documents to
the City of Glendale,” stated Executive
Chairman Berdj Karapetian.

“The museum’s design team has
created an iconic and inspiring design
to fulfill the vision of the landmark
center that is now one step closer to its
historic groundbreaking,” added Ex-
ecutive Vice-Chairman Zaven
Kazazian.

The Armenian American Museum
has assembled a team of experienced
museum and industry professionals to
provide guidance and expertise in con-

The cultural and educational
center’s programming plans include
producing and hosting powerful,
immersive, and thought-provoking
permanent and temporary exhibitions,
leading meaningful dialogues and dis-
cussions through engaging public pro-
grams, providing educational programs
for adults, youth, kids, and families,
preserving Armenian heritage through
the museum’s collections and archives,
and serving as an iconic venue for
memorable experiences, gatherings,
and celebrations.

The museum will be announcing
its plans for the Groundbreaking Cer-
emony in Spring 2021.
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Fresno State Armenian Series Publishes
Misak Medzarents: The Complete Lyric
Poems by Dr. James Russell

MISAK MEDZARENTS:
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FRESNO — Armenian Studies
Program Director Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian announced the publica-
tion of Dr. James Russell’s Misak
Medzarents: The Complete Lyric Po-
ems, Volume 12 in the Armenian Se-
ries of The Press at California State
University, Fresno.

Misak Medzarents,1886-1908,
was the second great lyric poet of the
Western Armenian language after
Bedros Tourian. During his tragically
short life he published several slim vol-
umes of verse. The poems are written in
a complex and allusive language that
deploys ancient Armenian, local dialect,
and the vocabulary of Symbolism.

Misak Medzarents: The Com-
plete Lyric Poems is a translation and
commentary by James Russell of
Medzarents’ complete works, the first
of its kind in any foreign language,
complementing James Russell’s pre-
vious work, Bosphorus Nights, of
Bedros Tourian. The Complete Lyric
Poems include more than 180 poems
written by Medzarents, and includes
the Armenian text of his poems.

In the commentary accompany-
ing each poem Russell has endeavored
to analyze at length and in detail the
particulars of language (reduplicative
and alliterative patterns, etymological
points, plays of intertextuality and allu-
sion, and so on) and the dense thematic
content, with its frequent echoes of
literary and mythological imagery go-
ing far back into the Armenian past.
Medzarents’ poems are gorgeous to
read and can be enjoyed without one’s

plunging into their depths.

The translation is intended to help
as a jumping off point for future schol-
arship, for new insights and different
opinions. The poems are chromatic:
Medzarents loved color, as Daniel
Varuzhan notes, and Arakelian has
computed that he uses blue, a color
favored by Symbolists but not only by
them, most often.

“Misak Medzarents: The Com-
plete Lyric Poems is an important ad-
dition to the Armenian Series,” said
Prof. Der Mugrdechian, general editor
of'the Armenian Series. “Dr. Russell’s
translation will bring Medzarents’ work
to a broader audience.”

“This book is an undisputable
contribution to world literature, as
much as it is to Armenian literature” -
author Aris Janigian

Dr. James R. Russell is Mashtots
Professor of Armenian Studies at
Harvard University, Emeritus, and now
lives in Fresno, California. Dr. Russell
is the author of a number of books
including Zoroastrianism in Armenia,
The Heroes of Kasht: An Armenian
Epic, and Bosphorous Nights: The
Complete Lyric Poems of Bedros
Tourian. He is the author of several
hundred articles and monographs.

Copies of Misak Medzarents: The
Complete Lyric Poems are available
for purchase from: Abril Bookstore,
http:///abrilbooks.com or the National
Association for Armenian Studies &
Research (NAASR) Bookstore, https:/
/naasr.org/collections/naasr-book-
store.

Ruling Bloc Lawmakers

Continued frompage 1

domestic economy practically unaf-
fected by the recession. It has been
growing at double-digit annual rates
for more than a decade.

According to Arshakyan, the
sector’s average monthly wage rose
from almost 544,000 drams in 2019 to
over 580,000 drams ($1,113) in 2020.
The nationwide average wage stood at
less than 190,000 drams.

Despite their continuing rapid
growth, local IT companies generated

less than 3 percent of the Armenian
government’s 2020 tax revenues.
Arshakyan said the total amount of
taxes paid by them exceeded 41 billion
drams. Armenia’s largest mining com-
pany, the Zangezur Copper-Molybde-
num Combine (ZCMC), contributed
roughly the same sum to the state
budget.

Arshakyan called on students
seeking to obtain higher education to
seek engineering professions, saying
that this sector is growing rapidly in
Armenia.
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Zartsants 2.0: Western Armenian Language
Immersion Program Available on Online!

Can a language immersion pro-
gram for children and young adults
take place exclusively online? This was
the question the Armenian Communi-
ties Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation had to grapple
with when Zarmanazan 2020 had to be
cancelled due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. After some hesitation, it an-
swered “yes, we must try!” It thus
entered some uncharted territory to
make it happen.

The physical gathering of an edu-
cational summer “camp” that inspired
children and young adults (10 to 24
years old) to learn and create in West-
ern Armenian had to be adapted to the
digital domain. Special care had to be
taken to transport online the sense of
familiarity, creativity and constant en-
gagement, while keeping the language
at the heart of the program. The new
initiative was called “Zartsants 2.0,”
taking the “zar” from Zarmanazan and
“tsants” from the Armenian word ????,
meaning network or web. The “2.0”
symbolized both the difficult year of
2020 and the fact that Zartsants was
building on Zarmanazan.

Intensive online brainstorming
meetings between the facilitators and
the organizers started in March 2020,
once it became clear that the physical
gathering was not going to take place.
There were many challenges that
needed to be overcome: finding the
right balance between screen time and
off-screen time, designing participa-
tive activities online, ensuring ongoing
engagement over a period of several
weeks, mixing workshop groups vir-
tually, time zones differences, and,
needless to say, making sure that
Western Armenian would “naturally”
flourish in the environment being cre-
ated. It was important from the start to
get feedback from the participants to
ensure their commitment to the new
format and to obtain parental approval.

It was essential to design a user-
friendly personalised online platform
specifically for Zartsants 2.0. Partici-
pants could update through the plat-
form their profiles, gather multimedia
information regarding the various
workshops, register for activities and
consult their personalised timetables.
All participants had to take part in at
least three workshops per day (al-
though most of the time they wanted
to take part in more). The workshops
were held via Zoom with an average
duration of 40 minutes. Depending on
the content, they were either for a

specific age group or were mixed-
aged to allow for cross-age interaction
and learning. While the workshops
were for participants only, a blog was
created to inform and involve parents.

All workshops were exclusively
created for Zartsants 2.0 and changed
every week. Activities included,
among others, cooking, music and
singing, movement expression, yoga,
origami, crafts, drawing and paint-
ing, photography, science experi-
ments, writing and reading in West-
ern Armenian (including literature and
philosophy), theatre with small ob-
jects, film making, an in-house news-
paper (“Zarmanadoon”) and radio
show (“Zarmanatsayn”). There was
even a workshop, with five regular
participants, on mathematical vocabu-
lary in Armenian!

The day in Zartsants 2.0 would
start with a daily surprise, a “Good
Morning” video created by selected
participants, and it would end with an
exciting interactive live stream show
on YouTube that included games, in-
house concerts and stories of daily
experiences at the virtual “camp.”

Since the online platform func-
tioned completely in Armenian, a range
of digital Armenian vocabulary was
made available. Everyday participants
learned “the word of the day” adding
to the searchable online dictionary with
words such as “download” (Lbppnik),
“link” (ygncd) and “to charge”
(l['ﬂ@“”‘"[’bl)‘ The dictionary grew to
100 words. In addition, 600 related terms
were translated to make the Zartsants
interface fully Armenian. In short,
Zartsants created a space in which the
Armenian language was fully integrated
into the digital sphere.

Zartsants 2.0 had 50 participants.
Of these, 33 were in the 10 to 17 age
group, and 17 were in the 18 to 24 age
group. The program was animated by
22 facilitators and supported by a very
small team of technical experts. Par-
ticipants “came” from the following
countries: Argentina, Armenia, Bel-
gium, Canada, France, Greece, Leba-
non, Portugal, Turkey, United King-
dom and the United States. In a period
of four weeks (12 July to 7 August),
1200 images and 250 videos were pro-
duced, 96 workshops were held via
670 zoom gatherings for a total of
64,000 minutes. 300 pages were de-
signed on the online platform and 25
blog posts were written for the par-
ents, 70 of whom used the platform on
a daily basis (in addition to all the
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AMAA Spreads the Good News of Christmas
to the Children of Armenia and Artsakh

“Christ is born” is not just the
Good News with which Christians
greet each other once a year, but it’s a
fact that Christ was born to save us
from sin and eternal death and recon-
cile us with God the Father. Jesus was
born so that our hope will never fade.

During the first weeks of 2021,
the Armenian Missionary Association
of America (AMAA) in cooperation
with the Evangelical Church of Arme-
nia (ECA) delivered this message of
hope to over 15,600 children, adoles-
cents and their parents during more
than 100 Christmas Programs held in
45 towns and villages throughout Ar-
menia and Artsakh. Along with the
Good News, over 12,000 children re-
ceived Christmas Joy packages filled
with stationery, educational games,
hygiene items and warm hats that were
prepared in advance by volunteers from
the AMAA and ECA.

This year, the AMAA’s and
ECA’s “Hayasa” Theatrical group, led
by Artistic Director Nune Abrahamyan,
conveyed the Good News of Christ-
mas to the children with a puppet show
based on Oscar Wilde’s “Selfish Gi-
ant” story. The icy heart of the “selfish
giant” melts, and his garden turns green
again when he hears the Gospel of
Salvation. The troupe started its tour
and performances from the AMAA’s
Shoghig Camp in Hankavan, where
over 200 women, children and elderly
from Artsakh were sheltered since the
first days of the war, and later with
families who lost their homes in Shushi
and Hadrut regions. The children who
attended school in the Pyunik village of
Hankavan, where the Artsakh children
who were staying at camp attend,
were also invited to the event.

Following the Christmas Program
in Camp Shoghig, the “Hayasa” Theat-
rical group presented their program in
Yerevan, Stepanavan and the neigh-
boring villages. Children and teenagers
from Artsakh families who had taken
refuge in these regions were also in-
vited to attend. During these 10 per-
formances the message of the best
way to become better echoed: The

birth of Jesus Christ in our hearts.

After the war, words such as
dream, rejoice and laugh might sound
strange, especially to the children of
Artsakh, where joy seemed to be hid-
den in their eyes. Many of these chil-
dren dream to return home, but for the
time being it is an unattainable dream.
“Return to Home” was the theme of
another Christmas theatrical perfor-
mance presented to the children in
Gyumri and later in Artsakh led by
Artistic Director Vazken Torosyan.

In Artsakh, from January 8-11,
the Gyumri theatrical group presented
a Christmas Program in Stepanakert,
Askeran, Martakert and other regions
of the area. During seven sessions and
from various stages, about 3,000 chil-
dren watched a musical performance
which told the story of a little girl who
always complained about her family.
She lied and wanted to get away from
home. Because of her lies no one trusted
her anymore and she lost everything.
Finally she found herself in the realm
of dreams, whose king is the King of
Kings. It is the prayer to Him that
changed the girl’s heart and helped her
understand that the most precious thing
in life is her family, and only the King
can fulfill her dreams, which are good
by His will and will come true at the
right time. The message from this
performance was a ray of hope espe-
cially for the children and their parents
who lost their homes in Shushi and
Hadrut.

Besides the major cities and towns
in Armenia, this year the AMAA’s and
ECA’s Vardenis team conveyed the
Good News of Christmas not only in
Vardenis, a border village of Armenia,
but also to 20 other nearby border
villages. In just a few days, despite the
harsh snowy weather, the team visited
these villages and presented the story
of Jesus’ Nativity and distributed
Christmas Joy packages.

The AMAA thanks all its donors
and supporters for helping spread the
Christmas message and distribute
12,000 Christmas Joy packages to the
children of Armenia and Artsakh.

participants and facilitators).
Zartsants 2.0 motivated youth
and parents to speak Western Arme-
nian daily. Many families around the
world came together to enjoy the live
stream events, read the blog, or watch
the “Good Morning” videos. Despite
the lack of a physical gathering, a

strong feeling of familiarity and empa-
thy was created through vast distances
and multiple time zones.

Zartsants 2.0 took place com-
pletely online from 12 July to 7 Au-
gust. Its participation was limited to
those who had already registered for
Zarmanazan 2020.
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