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Tens of Thousands Rally in Support of PM Nikol Pashinyan

YEREVAN — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said on March
1 that he is prepared to hold snap
parliamentary elections provided the
opposition agrees to certain condi-
tions.

“If the parliamentary opposition
agrees to early elections, we will agree
to early elections,” Pashinyan told tens
of thousands of supporters gathered in
Yerevan’s central Republic Square.

He also proposed holding a refer-
endum in October on adopting a new
constitution that would expand presi-
dential powers to avoid future crises.

“We are often accused that we
made the proposal to hold elections in
order not to hold elections, 1. e. it was

a formal offer,” Pashinyan said.

He said the offer is still in force,
and early elections will be held if par-
liamentary forces agree. “We are con-
fident that people are able to establish
legitimate power in the country through
free expression of will,” he stated.

“They [the opposition] had all
chances to demonstrate in the squares
that people demand my resignation,
but they failed to. I’'m giving a second
chance, I’'m making this challenge.
Let’s go and see whose resignation
people demand, to see what people
demand,” the Prime Minister said.

Pashinyan said they had even
thought about slogans for the cam-
paign, and one of them would be “End

Implementation of CEPA Agreement Will
Give New Impetus to Armenia-EU Relations

YEREVAN —On March 1, Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Armenia Ara Aivazian had a phone
conversation with European Commis-
sioner for Neighborhood and Enlarge-
ment Olivér Varhelyi, the Foreign Min-
istry reported.

It said the interlocutors discussed
in detail a number of issues on the
Armenia-EU partnership agenda.

Foreign Minister Ara Aivazianand
the European Commissioner for Neigh-
borhood and Enlargement Olivér
Varhelyi conveyed their congratula-
tions upon the entry into force of the
Armenia-EU Comprehensive and En-
hanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA),
expressing confidence that it will give
a new impetus to Armenia-EU rela-
tions.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Armenia and the EU
Commissioner exchanged views on
the post-2020 vision of the Eastern
Partnership, emphasizing the impor-
tance of ensuring the integrity and
inclusiveness of this initiative.

During the phone conversation
the sides also touched upon issues of
regional security and stability. Both
sides stressed the importance of pro-
viding humanitarian assistance to the

people of Artsakh on the ground.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs
specifically emphasized the imperative
for the implementation of the humani-
tarian obligations enshrined in the tri-
lateral statement of November 9, par-
ticularly, the repatriation of prisoners
of war and other people detained.
The Agreement was signed in
November 2017 and substantial parts
ofhavebeen provisionally applied since
1 June 2018. Since then, the breadth
and depth of the bilateral cooperation
between Armenia and the European
Union have advanced steadily. At the
3rd EU-Armenia Partnership Council
held on 17 December 2020, the Euro-

Continued onpage 4

to Velvet.”

“You have raised me to the ranks
of Prime Minister, and you, only you
are eligible to remove me from the
post,” the Prime Minister said, ad-
dressing the public.

“We will not be seeking our vic-
tory in those elections, we will be
seeking your victory, because you have
to win. Only one force — the people -
should be the winner in the Republic of
Armenia,” he stated.

Pashinyan also stressed the need
for new Constitution or constitutional
amendments. “Today we see that this
Constitution, unfortunately, creates

Continued on page 2

President Sarkissian
Paves Way for Army
Chief’s Sacking

YEREVAN -- President Armen
Sarkissian signaled on Tuesday his
intention to stop blocking the sacking
of Armenia’s top army general de-
manded by Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan.

Pashinyan petitioned Sarkissian
last week to sign a decree relieving
General Onik Gasparyan of his duties
shortly after the chief of the Armenian
army’s General Staff and 40 other
high-ranking officers issued a joint
statement that accused the govern-
ment of misrule and demanded its res-
ignation. Pashinyan rejected the de-
mand as a “military coup attempt.”

Sarkissian refused to sign such a
decree on Saturday, saying that it ap-
pears to be unconstitutional and would
deepen the “unprecedented” political
crisis in the country. Pashinyan criti-
cized the refusal as “unfounded” and
resent his motion to Sarkissian in an-
other attempt to have him fire
Gasparian.

Under Armenian law, the presi-
dent can now keep blocking or at least
delaying the sacking only by asking the
Constitutional Court to declare the de-
cree drafted by the prime minister
unconstitutional. Otherwise, the de-
cree will enter into force even if
Sarkissian refuses to sign it for a sec-
ond time.

Human Rights Watch Report:
Unlawful Attacks on Medical Facilities and
Personnel in Nagorno-Karabakh

NEW YORK — Three unlawful
attacks on medical facilities by
Azerbaijani forces during the six-week
armed conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh
have come to light in recent Human
Rights Watch research in the region.

Human Rights Watch docu-
mented multiple unlawful strikes on a
public hospital in Martakert in Septem-
ber through November 2020, and an

unlawful strike on a military hospital in
the town’s outskirts in October. The
hospitals were very close to the front
lines at the time.

The weapon used by Azerbaijani
forces against the military hospital — a
satellite-guided variant of an Israeli-
supplied rocket artillery system called

Continued onpage 4
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USAID Announces $2.65 Million in
Additional Funding to Expand Two Projects
in Armenia’s Agricultural Sector

YEREVAN — USAID Armenia
office has announced $2.65 million in
additional funding to expand the scope
of two projects that work to strengthen
Armenia’s agricultural sector to in-
clude more targeted support for fe-
male entrepreneurs and the formation
of cooperatives.

According to it, USAID’s Rural
Economic Development — New Eco-
nomic Opportunities (RED-NEO)
project, which launched in February
2019, received $1.15 million in addi-
tional funding, bringing the project’s
total to $5.15 million.

The project will use these addi-
tional funds to build women’s capacity
and enhance entry points for rural
entrepreneurship; as well as deepen
stakeholders’ capacity and commit-
ment to address barriers to women’s
economic leadership.

These efforts will complement
RED-NEO’s ongoing activities to
strengthen Armenia’s horticulture and
viticulture value chains. Participants
trained by the program are able to
apply for small grants to upgrade their
production capacities.

To date, the project has issued 29
in-kind grants, and over 100 grants in
total will be provided over the life of
the project. RED-NEO’s support con-
tributed over 11 percent on average to
grant recipients’ 2020 revenues.

With this additional funding,
RED-NEO will work to address the
economic gender gap, and provide
women in the agricultural sector with
business skills including management,
financing, forecasting, and marketing.
Closing the economic gender gap is an
important opportunity for Armenia —
by one estimate, the country could
annually increase its GDP by 14 percent
if women were allowed to enter the
labor market at the rate they wanted to.

The activity will establish a
mentoring program to foster new part-

nerships and reinforce existing net-
works among women entrepreneurs,
students, business associations, and
other entities.

USAID is also providing an addi-
tional $1.5 million to the Innovative
Agriculture Training & Learning Camp
(AGRI CAMP) project to strengthen
formal agricultural cooperatives and
business development; and increase
women’s access to agricultural inno-
vation. The project’s total funding is
now $1.9 million. AGRI CAMP, which
launched in May 2020, is renovating
facilities at the Armenian National
Agrarian University in Kotayk marz
where entrepreneurs from rural Arme-
nia will learn new skills to expand their
businesses and increase the sophisti-
cation of their production.

With this additional funding,
AGRI CAMP will strengthen the skills
and networks of female agripreneurs
by bringing together technical special-
ists, entrepreneurs, and engineers to
craft innovative solutions to agricul-
ture (for example, using advanced irri-
gation technologies to maximize pro-
duce with minimal use of water and
fertilizers). AGRI CAMP expects that
by April 30,2023, at least 1,000 female
farmers will be better able to use new
farming practices and technologies,
ultimately leading to higher business
revenues and household incomes.

Tens of Thousands Rally in Support of Pashinyan

Continued frompage 1

many crisis opportunities and risks.
We must work to pass a new Consti-
tution or constitutional amendments in
a referendum in October this year, and
finally, the transition to a semi-presi-
dential system of government should
be one of the possible options, the
Prime Minister said.

“We must carry out this process
in close cooperation with the National
Assembly, the Government, the Presi-
dent of the Republic, the political forces
and the civil society,” he added.

“Our biggest task should be the
creation and formation of such con-
stitutional structures that will guar-
antee stability and security in the
Republic of Armenia; will exclude
the formation of such crises,” PM
Pashinyan stated.

Pashinyan once again rejected
demands by high ranking army offic-
ers for his resignation calling it a coup
attempt and said Colonel-General Onik
Gasparyan, the chief of the Armenian

army’s General Staff, must himself
step down.

He charged that the February 25
statement by the army’s top brass was
initiated by Gasparyan at the behest of
former President Serzh Sarkisian. He
accused Sarkisian and other opposi-
tion leaders of using the military in a
bid to end “the people’s power.”

Pashinyan moved to dismiss
Gasparyan immediately after the state-
ment that accused the current govern-
ment of having put Armenia “on the
brink of collapse” after the recent war
in Nagorno-Karabakh.

President Armen Sarkissian re-
fused, however, to sign at the week-
end a decree relieving the country’s
top general of his duties. Despite the
rebuff, Pashinyan resent the draft de-
cree to Sarkissian for approval.

The prime minister urged
Sarkissian to stop blocking
Gasparyan’s dismissal. He con-
firmed that he met with the presi-
dent earlier in the day but gave no
details of their conversation.
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Armenian Foreign Ministry Statement
on the 33rd Anniversary of the Armenian
Pogroms in Sumgait

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
issued a statement in connection with
the 33rd anniversary of the Armenian
pogroms in Sumgait, Azerbaijan that
reads as follows:

'"Thirty-three years ago, on Feb-
ruary 27-29, 1988, pre-planned mas-
sacres of Armenians were carried out
in the city of Sumgait (Azerbaijan)
amid the encouragement of the
Azerbaijani authorities and the permis-
siveness of the law enforcement bod-
ies. Hundreds of Armenians were killed,
including women, children and eld-
erly, and thousands of Armenians were
forcibly displaced.

Sumgait massacre was a re-
sponse to the aspiration of the people
of Artsakh to assert their inalienable
right to a dignified and safe life in their
historical homeland and to exercise
their right to self-determination.
Azerbaijan opposed the attempts of
exercising human rights with the policy
of collective punishment, subjecting
the Armenian population ofthe Sumgait
town to severe violence and torture.

The atrocities of Sumgait insti-
gated the ethnic cleansing and massa-
cres of Armenians in other cities of
Azerbaijan, such as Bakuand Gandzak.
Moreover, the unequivocal justifica-
tion of such crime, the glorification of
the murderers for killing Armenians
were reflected in the efforts of the
Azerbaijani authorities to resolve the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict with the

use of force.

Last year, on September 27 the
full-fledged war unleashed by Azerbaijan
against Artsakh and its people was ac-
companied by similar war crimes against
the Armenian identity, with one differ-
ence - the murders of the civilians were
not carried out by controlled mobs, but
by servicemen of the Azerbaijani armed
forces and the relevant videos were up-
loaded on the Internet.

During the 44-day war, the
Azerbaijani armed forces, driven by a
sense of impunity, committed numer-
ous violations of international humani-
tarian and human rights law, which are
manifestations of mass atrocities, in-
cluding ethnic cleansing and war
crimes. Whileadhering to the behaviour
of terrorist groups, the Azerbaijani
armed forces committed violations
against prisoners of war, civilians,
barbarically destroyed historical-cul-
tural monuments and desecrated sanc-
tuaries. The executions of the Arme-
nian prisoners of war and civilians in
the Hadrut region of Artsakh and other
settlements fallen under the military
control of Azerbaijan are the results of
the past uncondemned crimes.

Today, by paying tribute to the
innocent victims of the Armenian mas-
sacres in Sumgait, we once again em-
phasize the determination of the Repub-
lic of Armenia, Republic of Artsakh and
all Armenians tolive a free, independent
and dignified life in their homeland.'

Armenia Opens Consulate General and
Cultural Center in Erbil, Iraqi Kurdistan

[ L

ERBIL — The Consulate General
of'the Republic of Armenia was opened
in Erbil, Iraqi Kurdistan, last week.

In his opening remarks Consul
General of the Republic of Armenia in
Erbil Arshak Manukyan presented the
goals of the diplomatic mission and the
upcoming programs.

The Consul General noted that in
recent months, due to active contacts
with the partners of Iraqi Kurdistan, an
agenda of mutual interest has been set
and expressed readiness to make ef-
forts to implement it.

Armenia’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Artak Apitonyan noted that the
dynamically developing relations be-
tween Armenia and Iraqi Kurdistan are
based on strong historical ties and
friendship of the two peoples.

“This is a truly significant event
in the history of Armenian-Iraqi rela-

tions. Armenia has always attached
great importance to the development
of relations with the Republic of Iraq,
the culmination of which is the open-
ing of the Consulate General of the
Republic of Armenia in Erbil. Arme-
nians have settled in this country at
different stages of history, including in
Iraqi Kurdistan, and have received ex-
ceptionally friendly treatment from the
authorities. Therefore, it is not acci-
dental today that the Armenian com-
munity of thousands continues to live
here, contributing to the development
of the country of which it is a citizen,”
said the Deputy Minister.

Safin Dizaye, Director of the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs hailed the
decision of the Armenian authorities to
establisha Consulate General in Erbil and
promised full support on behalf of the
Government of Iraqi Kurdistan.
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Evangelical Church of Armenia: Christian
Mission Rooted in the Nation’s History*

DR.HRAYRJEBEJIAN

Beginnings

The Armenian Evangelical
Church, established in Constantinople
on July 1, 1846, was the culmination
of a pietistic reform movement within
the Armenian Apostolic Church for
two main factors. The Armenian Re-
naissance of the 19" century ushered
in a more scientific outlook and hu-
manistic values as freedom, frater-
nity, and equality. The “Mother
Church”, as the Armenian Evangeli-
cal Church refers to the Apostolic
Church, needed to change. Oppres-
sion, excommunication, and silenc-
ing of the reform-minded clergy gave
birth to a new church - The Evangeli-
cal Church of Armenia.

The second factor in the devel-
opment of the Armenian Evangelical
Church was the input by the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, and Danish, German, Swiss
mission organizations. They extended
a helping hand and rendered invaluable
contributions by emphasizing the pri-
macy of faith over works, scriptures
over tradition, the importance of a
Christian lifestyle, the significance of
education for both sexes, and the es-
tablishment of schools, hospitals, or-
phanages, and the printing press. The
Armenian Evangelical Church was of-
ficially recognized by the Ottoman rule
as Protestant Millet (community).

The first ethnic cleansing of the
20™ century — the Armenian Genocide,
perpetrated by the Ottoman regime in
1915, devastated the vibrant Evangeli-
cal community which had 137
churches, 179 pastors, 13,891 com-
municant members, about 51,000 ad-
herents, hundreds of elementary
schools, 34 secondary schools, 7 col-
leges, and 3 seminaries. The Genocide
led to the creation of diaspora commu-
nities around the world that are now
fully equipped with churches, schools,
universities, cultural, charitable, and
sports organizations, newspapers, and
political parties.

The Armenian Evangelical Church
in Armenia

The root causes of the establish-
ment of the Armenian Evangelical
Church in Armenia in the 19* century
were similar to that in Constantinople.
The Russian authorities were not sym-
pathetic with the Evangelical Church’s
activities, and it was only in 1914 that
they granted it an official registration
as Armenian Evangelical Ararad Com-
munity in Yerevan. The Church ex-
panded its ministry during WWI and
after the Genocide. American, Ger-
man, and Swiss missions helped in the
development of the Church’s relief
work and humanitarian aid by estab-
lishing orphanages. The Near East
Relief, for example, continued its ser-
vices in Armenia until it was officially
terminated in 1931.

The first independence of Arme-
nia on May 28, 1918, helped the Church
to grow, counting 8 churches and
3000 parishioners in Armenia and 4000
in the Caucasus. In 1923, with a total
of 15 parishes, the Soviet regime in
Armenia — by now one of the republics

of'the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lic, officially recognized the Church as
Armenian Evangelical Ararad Commu-
nity. However, in 1930, growing re-
strictions on religious freedoms halted
all church activities, as functions and
worship services were banned. In spite
of the prevailing situation, small con-
gregations continued their activities in
Yerevan and Leninagan (now Gumri)
until 1944, when the decree on the
“freedom of conscious” was officially
endorsed throughout the Soviet repub-
lics. In 1945, the Ararad Community
was reorganized with 46 communi-
cant members and one worship center
in Yerevan.

As the Baptist Union was for-
mally endorsed by the Soviet regime,
all evangelical churches were grouped
under this Union and called the Evan-
gelical Christian and Baptist Church.
In 1946 though Soviet Armenia offi-
cially recognized the Armenian Evan-
gelical Church as the Armenian Evan-
gelical Christian Baptist Church.

The Armenian Missionary
Association of America

The ministry of the Armenian
Evangelical Church is supported by
the Armenian Missionary Association
of America (AMAA). The latter was
established in 1918 during the 17"
annual meeting of the Armenian Evan-
gelical Union in Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, to strengthen the spiritual
life of our churches and rebuild the
ruined churches of the fatherland with
a deep conviction that our martyred
Armenian nation will survive and con-
tinue to exist as a nation. As the first
Christian nation in the world, she has a
divine and noble calling to not only
confess her Savior, the Lord Jesus,
and to bear Christ’s Cross of afflic-
tions to the knowledge of the entire
world, but she also intends to become
the torch-bearer of the lofty Christian
civilization among the peoples of the
Middle East.

In 1990 when Armenia declared
its independence after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, the Evangelical
Church of Armenia restarted its mis-
sion when AMAA launched its hu-
manitarian aid program in the wake of
the devastating earthquake in Gumri in
1988.

In 1991, AMAA established its
headquarters in Yerevan, then in
Gumri, Vanatzor, Stepanavan, in the
Republic of Artakh in 1995, and in
Goris, Armenia, in 1997. The humani-
tarian programs were soon followed

by the establishment of the Evangelical
Church of Armenia, which was offi-
cially recognized by the authorities on
July 1,1994.1In 1997, Armenian Evan-
gelical Seminary was established to
provide the local pastors with theo-
logical and academic training. The same
year witnessed the publication of the
periodical Armenian Evangelical
Church.

The Armenian Evangelical
Church has always been a pioneer in
education. It firmly believes that Chris-
tian and Biblical teachings are best
provided in conjunction with daily
school curricula. On September 20,
1999, Khoren and Shoushanig
Avedissian daily high school was inau-
gurated. The school is considered to be
one of the leading schools in Armenia.

Today, 23 churches operate in
Alavert, Apovian, Ardashad, Armavir,
Ayntabi, Gaban, Gumri, Hraztan, Ichevan,
Koris, Noyemperian, Pert, Shiragamoudi,
Sisiani, Spitak, Stepanagert, Artsakh, Talin,
Tilichan, Toumanyan, Vartenis, and
Yerevan. A total of 13 ordained ministers
and 15 licensed preachers minister in
Armenia and Artsakh.

As for the AMAA, presently it is
active in 24 countries.

Mission in the Republic of Artsakh

Since its liberation in 1990, the
Republic of Artsakh has been on the
priority list of the AMAA. The latter
started its aid programs in Artsakh in
1995. The Artsakh government offi-
cially recognized AMAA in 1998. The
AMAA is the first diaspora mission
organizationto beregistered in Artsakh.
The AMAA helped in establishing an
Armenian Evangelical Church in
Stepanagert in 2003 and 4 Christian
Education centers in Askeran,
Mardagerd, Shushi (had a Swiss mis-
sion stationin 1821), and Stepanagert.
The Shogh Community is an educa-
tional day center operating in Askeran
and Shushi, where 52 mentally and
physically challenged Armenian chil-
dren aged 6-14 receive care and edu-
cation. AMAA is actively involved in
providing food and financial aid pack-
ages to more than 200 families and
organizes summer camps and daily
vacation Bible schools for thousands
of children.

The recent 44-day war, from
September 27 to November 9, 2020,
was very devastating for Artsakh and
Armenia. AMAA pledged one million
USD for humanitarian aid programs
for Artsakh and together with the
Church have been actively involved in
helping the internally displaced by pro-
viding shelter, food, and clothing.
AMAA is initiating psychiatric ses-
sions for traumatized children. The
AMAA center in Stepanagert was dam-
aged during the war but is being reno-
vated now. “We already renovated the
center to resume our mission work
and restart the church services to up-
lift the hurting souls of the Artsakh
people,” says Harout Nercessian,
AMAA director in Armenia. AMAA
lost one of its important headquarters
in Shushi to the Azeris. “We believe
that one day we will have it back,”
continues Nercessian.

AMAA was the first charitable
organization that entered the villages
of Artsakh after the ceasefire and dis-
tributed food, baby milk, and warm
clothes to the refugees who were tem-
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porarily sheltered in the villages. “We
want to continue our spiritual and so-
cial services to our homeland in Arme-
nia and Artsakh,” says Rev. Hovig
Hovsepian, Associate Pastor of the
Armenian Evangelical Church in
Yerevan. “It is important that we share
the message of hope in this post war
period. We want to do that with great
care and loyalty. We want to encour-
age our people to seek our Lord’s
guidance.”

Conclusion

Atthe 92" AMA A annual banquet
in 2011 in Los Angeles His Holiness
Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House
of Cilicia, said, “Because of historical
circumstances and this is indeed a
confession, the Armenian Orthodox
Church laid an emphasis on the na-
tional dimension of our church’s life
and witness. There was a vacuum.
And the Armenian Evangelical Church
came to fill that vacuum.”

The Armenian Evangelical
Church in Armenia follows the Re-
formed tradition in its theological and
doctrinal belief. It maintains very good
relations and cooperation with the
Armenian Orthodox and Armenian
Catholic churches. It also has good
relations with Baptist, Pentecostal,
and other non-denominational con-
gregations. The Armenian Evangeli-
cal Church believes in ecumenical
relations and is actively involved in
many inter-church and para-church
Christian organizations. The Church
is an integral part of the Armenian
nation and upholds the historical, na-
tional, and cultural legacy it has inher-
ited. It remains committed to its pri-
mary Mission: To preach the Gospel
message in Armenia through educa-
tional, social, humanitarian, relief, com-
munity development, and other minis-
try functions and opportunities.

In its 175 years, the Evangelical
Church of Armenia paved the way for
a Christian mission which has been
and still is deeply rooted in the history
of the Armenian nation. And the mis-
sion is to contribute in building this
nation’s history with the biblical prin-
ciples of the New Life offered to us by
our Savior Jesus Christ. The New life
that survives against all the odds.

* Published in German in Reli-
gion and Gesellscaft in Ost und West,
Zurich, Switzerland, February 2021
issue
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Kerop Janoyan Selected New Provost and
Vice President for Academic Affairs

LA VERNE — The University of
La Verne announced today that it has
selected Kerop Janoyan, PhD, as its
next provost and vice president for
academic affairs. He will join the lead-
ership team headed by President
Devorah Lieberman this spring.

Currently, Janoyan is dean of the
Graduate School at Clarkson Univer-
sity in New York. He is also a professor
in the Department of Civil and Environ-
mental Engineering and recently served
as interimdean of the university’s Lewis
School of Health Sciences and director
of distance learning.

As provost and vice president for
academic affairs, Janoyan will oversee
key areas of the university, including
academic affairs, student affairs, the
library, online programs, the nine re-
gional campuses, campus health and
safety, athletics, housing, institutional
research, and the office of the regis-
trar. He replaces Jonathan Reed, who
is returning to the faculty after six
years as provost and vice president for
academic affairs.

Janoyan said that what drew him
most to the university was “the people.
After I met the students, faculty, staff,
and the leadership, I had a sense of
being ‘at home.”” He is also strongly
supportive of the university’s mission
to the greater community as well as to
diversity and inclusion.

“I strongly believe that we must
continue to innovate our educational
programs to inspire a diverse, highly
trained pool of global citizens and fu-
ture leaders,” he said, “who will seize
the opportunity to tackle our region’s
and world’s challenges and solve chal-
lenges we don’t even know about yet.”

Janoyan has deep roots in South-
ern California. Born in Iraq, he’s lived
and attended school in the United King-
dom, Cyprus, and Italy before coming

to the U.S. with his family and enroll-
ing in the Glendale public schools for
his secondary education. He completed
his bachelor’s, master’s, and PhD pro-
grams in civil engineering at UCLA. He
speaks three languages.

Lieberman noted that the provost
search committee considered more
than 120 applications in a diverse pool
of candidates from across the country
and internationally. Janoyan “stood out
as a systems thinker who has the
ability to bring a community together
to achieve common outcomes and who
is thoughtful and strategic in his work,”
she said.

An important priority of the new
provost will be leading the university in
the execution of its recently approved
2025 strategic plan. He will also guide
the development of academic programs,
with a focus on expansion into health
professions.

“I look forward to the specific
opportunities at the University of La
Verne,” Janoyan said, “empowering
faculty and staff, supporting academic
excellence, deepening the student ex-
perience, and building a diverse and
inclusive community."

Implementation of CEPA Agreement

Continued frompage 1

pean Unionand Armenia reiterated their
full commitment to implementing the
CEPA.

The Agreement plays an impor-
tant role for the modernization of Ar-
menia, in particular through legislative
approximation to EU norms in many
sectors. This includes reforms in the
rule of law and respect of human
rights, particularly an independent,
efficient and accountable justice sys-
tem, as well as reforms aimed at en-
hancing the responsiveness and effec-

tiveness of public institutions and at
favoring the conditions for sustainable
and inclusive development.

From the entry into force of the
Agreement on 1 March, cooperation
will be strengthened in those areas
which to date were not subject to the
provisional application of the Agree-
ment. The European Union stands ready
and looks forward to working even
more closely with Armenia on the full
and effective implementation of the
Agreement, in our mutual interest and
to the benefit of our societies and
citizens.

MEMBER

Nationar NoTary ASSOCIATION
Norary PueLic

Garine Depoyan

626-755-4773
554 N. Chester Ave Pasadena, Ca. 91106
ghdepoyan@gmail.com
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Atamian Family Announces Fifth Major
$100,000 Donation for Reconstruction of
Border Village Housing

NERKIN KARMIRAGHBYUR -
In 2012, the family of Jean-Marie
Atamian, in working through the Paros
Foundation’s Prosperity on the Border
Project, initiated a systematic and com-
prehensive investment program to re-
build the infrastructure and housing
stock of this important border village
with a growing population of over
1,100 residents located in the Berd
area of Armenia’s Tavush Region.
Over the course of the last few de-
cades, this key strategic village has
suffered from Azeri shelling and a lack
of investment, creating both danger-
ous and difficult living conditions.

The first phases of the
Atamian family’s redevelopment
plan were to finance the complete
reconstruction of the village’s in-
frastructure including, but not lim-
ited to, its large secondary school,
expanded kindergarten, medical
center, emergency services build-
ing and water distribution system.
Several families have also benefited
from agribusiness and animal hus-
bandry projects.

Having completed the rebuild-
ing of NKA’s infrastructure, the
Atamian family is currently focused
on the large-scale reconstruction of
severely damaged houses to provide
quality and secure homes for de-
serving families. In the past two
years, seven houses were rebuilt.
Most recently, the village celebrated
the opening of two completely re-
built homes, one for the village nurse
(Emma A.) and the other house for
the family of Suren G., who repatri-
ated to the village with his wife and
their three young children and serves
in the local police force.

The eighth major house recon-
struction project will benefit the fam-
ily of Ghukas A. Ghukas is a hard-
working villager whose family of seven

includes two sons who serve in the
military defending our borders. One
of his sons has an infant. The family’s
current house is uninhabitable and re-
quires a complete reconstruction and
expansion of its existing living space to
accommodate this large and growing
family. Once completed, the house
will be provided with new furniture,
kitchen appliances and a bathroom.
The anticipated cost of the project is
$30,000. Atleast three additional fami-
lies will be the beneficiaries of this
program in the coming year.

In addition to providing families
with dramatically improved living con-
ditions, these projects have created
material benefits to the local economy
by providing numerous long-term con-
struction jobs and promoting the pur-
chase of furniture and materials manu-
factured in Armenia.

The Atamian family acknowl-
edges the generous support of the
Strauch Kulhanjian family, who un-
derwrites the administrative expenses
of the Paros Foundation, allowing
100% of donor contributions to be
allocated in their entirety to the spon-
sored projects. To help support simi-
lar  projects, please  visit:
www.parosfoundation.org or call
(310) 400-9061.

Human Rights Watch Report

Continued frompage 1

LAR-160 — suggests that the strike
was intentional. The strikes on the
public hospital, including with Grad
rockets and cluster munitions, appeared
indiscriminate.

The attacks damaged both hospi-
tals and impeded medical work, but no
one was wounded or killed in the at-
tacks.

Human Rights Watch also docu-
mented a deliberate attack on Septem-
ber 28, apparently by Azerbaijani forces,
on an Armenian military ambulance, in
which assailants shot and killed a mili-
tary doctor.

Human Rights Watch previ-
ously documented damage to two
hospitals in Stepanakert, the capital
city of Nagorno-Karabakh, due to
Azerbaijan’s indiscriminate strikes
in October.

The Human Rights Watch further
says Azerbaijani rocket artillery hit a
military hospital in Aghabekalanj, a vil-
lage just southwest of Martakert city,
along the main road, in an apparently

deliberate strike on October 14, 2020.

Before being hit, the hospital had
been providing first aid to the wounded
— as many as 130 a day, hospital staff
told Human Rights Watch — some of
whom were then transported to
Stepanakert for further treatment.

As Azerbaijani forces frequently
shelled Martakert and surrounding ar-
eas during the conflict, patients were
treated in the two-story hospital’s re-
inforced basement, where medical staff
also slept.

Human Rights Watch visited the
hospital in November and found that
the attack had caused significant dam-
age. A small structure by the gate was
largely destroyed, and the medical
workers’ housing in the back was
severely damaged. The outer walls of
the main building showed blast and
fragmentation damage, and the win-
dows were shattered.

Martakert’s public hospital, the
R. Bazyan District Medical Associa-
tion on the northern end of Sakharov
Street also suffered extensive shelling
damage during the six-week war.
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