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International Court of Justice
Rejects Azerbaijan’s Preliminary Objections
to Armenia’s Claim

THE HAGUE-The International
Court of Justice (ICJ) has ruled on
Azerbaijan’s preliminary objections to
Armenia’s claim under the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination.

Azerbaijanraised two objections,
arguing that negotiations on the dis-
pute had already taken place and that
some of Armenia’s demands fell out-
side the ICJ’s jurisdiction.

The ICJ noted that the parties
had initiated communications and held
two meetings in 2021. However, the
positions of both countries remain
unchanged, with Azerbaijan rejecting
Armenia’s demands. The court ob-

served that Azerbaijan had proposed
specific initiatives to Armenia, but, given
the impasse in negotiations, found
Azerbaijan’s argument unconvincing and
concluded that Armenia had made suffi-
cient efforts to resolve the dispute.

As a result, the ICJ deemed the
negotiations unsuccessful and ruled
that Azerbaijan’s objection regarding
negotiations should be dismissed.

The second objection related to
the court’s substantive jurisdiction.
The ICJ needed to confirm whether
the alleged acts could be considered
violations of the aforementioned con-

Continued onpage 2

Armenia Fund 27th Annual International
Thanksgiving Day Telethon

LOS ANGELES — Armenia Fund
will host its 27th annual International
Thanksgiving Day Telethon, which will
take place on November 28 from 2:00
PM to 6:00 PM PST (5:00 PM to 9:00
PM EST). This year’s telethon cel-
ebrates the unwavering commitment
of Armenian communities around the
world to build a stronger, more resil-
ienthomeland.

Audiences across the globe can
tune in to the telethon via live stream
on Armenia Fund’s website at
armeniafund.org and through broad-
casts on the Armenia Fund YouTube
Channel (ArmeniaFundUS), via First
Channel America (H1) TV, Horizon,
Facebook, and Instagram. Special ap-
pearances by notable civic leaders and
television personalities, including Kev
Orkian and Ellina Abovian, will add to
the program, as both have been stead-
fast supporters of the telethon for
years.

“Armenia Fund serves as the ve-
hicle through which the Armenian-
American community demonstrates its
commitment to supporting the people
of Armenia,” said Maria Mechranian,
President of Armenia Fund. Since its
inception, Armenia Fund has raised

*

THE 27TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL
ARMENIA FUND TELETHON

over $300 million to provide humani-
tarian aid, housing, medical relief, and
infrastructure development for Arme-
nia and its people.

The telethon will also serve as an
opportunity to update the community
on Armenia Fund’s recent projects
and outline the organization’s goals for
2025, which include significant initia-
tives in arts & culture, health, educa-
tion, and athletics. Mehranian noted,
“The telethon is not only a celebration
of what we’ve achieved but a platform
to showcase the impactful projects
that Armenia Fund will focus on next
year.”

the Party.

relevant resolutions.

members:

Ruben Mughalian, Vice-Chair
Lena Manougian, Secretary
Garine Depoyan, Treasurer
Krikor Moloyan

Raffi Koroghlian

Harry Unell

Harout Balian

Krikor Khodanian

SD Hunchakian Party Western US
Elects New Executive

The 22nd Delegates Assembly of
the Western United States Social Demo-
cratic Hunchakian Party (SDHP) was
held last weekend, attended by repre-
sentatives from various branches of

The Chairman of the SDHP Cen-
tral Committee, Hampik Sarafian, was
present and delivered a message in
which he emphasized the importance
of the SDHP Western United States to the party and expressed his hopes for
increased efforts benefiting the Armenian people and the Republic of
Armenia, whose statehood the Hunchakian Party supports.

During the Assembly, key policies were discussed and adopted,
addressing the strengthening of Party structures, the implementation of
economic programs, the fostering of generational progress, the preserva-
tion of historical archives, and other organizational matters.

The Assembly also reviewed national, political, and security concerns
relating to the current situation in Armenia, resulting in the adoption of

In a closed, secret ballot, members elected the new Executive Com-
mittee of the SDHP, who will serve a two-year term. The newly elected
Executive Committee held its first session, appointing the following board

Mehran Khatchadorian, Chairman

Pashinyan, Macron Discuss
Armenia-Azerbaijan Peace Efforts

BUDAPEST — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and French
President Emmanuel Macron met in
Budapest on the sidelines of the fifth
European Political Community sum-
mit.

The leaders discussed Armenia-
France cooperation, emphasizing the
importance of regular high-level meet-
ings to address both bilateral matters
and broader issues of mutual interest.

They reviewed joint economic
and infrastructure programs, as well
as Armenia-EU cooperation, focusing
on reforms in Armenia supported by
the EU and the ongoing dialogue on

visaliberalization.

The normalization of Armenia-
Azerbaijanrelations was also discussed.
Prime Minister Pashinyan reaffirmed
Armenia’s commitment to a peace
agenda aimed at regional security and
stability. President Macron under-
scored the importance of fostering
stability in the South Caucasus and
achieving a just and lasting peace be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan.

“It is in our common interest to
contribute to the stability of the South
Caucasus. France fully supports your
efforts to facilitate discussions between
Armenia and Azerbaijan,” Macron said.
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Russia Claims U.S. Pushes Armenia
“To Commit National Suicide’

YEREVAN — Russia has ac-
cused the United States of pushing
Armenia to commit “national suicide”
by “stimulating the activity of pro-
Western structures” in the country
and “trying to accelerate its adoption
of a pro-Western foreign policy.”

Russia’s Foreign Intelligence
Service (SVR) claimed on Thursday
that in doing so Washington is “using
methods tested in Ukraine and
Moldova.”

“There is a task to give a sustain-
able anti-Russian direction to the pub-
lic and political processes in Armenia.
To this end, Washington intends to
carry out a long-term information and
propaganda campaign that, among
other things, is aimed at discrediting
Yerevan’s prospects for cooperation
with Russia, the Eurasian Economic
Union, and the Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO), and
spreading reports about “pressure” on
Armenian migrant workers in Russia,”
the SVR claimed, as quoted by Russian
media.

Relations between Armenia and
Russia have been deteriorating since
2022 when Yerevan accused Moscow
of failing to honor its commitment to
defend Armenia’s borders after a se-
ries of cross-border incursions by
Azerbaijan.

It was then that Armenia invited
a European border-monitoring mis-
sion, a move that notably angered
Moscow.

Prospects of Armenia-NATO Cooperation
Discussed in Yerevan

YEREVAN — On November 5-
6, the delegation led by Deputy Chief
of Staff of the Partnerships Director-
ate at NATO Supreme Headquarters
Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE), Vice
Admiral Gunnstein Bruésdal (Norway),
paid a working visit to Armenia.

During the visit, the delegation
met with the Deputy Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff of the Armed Forces of the
Republic of Armenia, Major General
Artur Yeroyan, and Head of the De-
partment of Defense Policy and Inter-

national Cooperation of the Armenian
Defense Ministry Levon Ayvazyan.

The meetings focused on the
progress and prospects of Armenia-
NATO cooperation. The Armenian side
presented to the NATO delegation the
ongoing defense reforms implemented
in Armenia.

As part of the visit, Vice Admiral
Bruasdal and his delegation also visited
the Vazgen Sargsyan Military Acad-
emy of the Ministry of Defense and the
Peacekeeping Brigade.

International Court of Justice

Continued frompage 1

vention. For a claim to fall within the
court’s jurisdiction, the claimant must
demonstrate that the acts are discrimi-
natory and intended to eliminate or
reduce the rights of a specific group—
in this case, ethnic Armenians.

The ICJ examined whether the
alleged actions targeted an ethnic group
based on ethnicity and whether the
crimes were motivated by this reason.
The court determined that Armenia’s
claims fell within its jurisdiction, as
they could be viewed as ethnic dis-

crimination under the Convention.
However, it noted that Armenia’s evi-
dence would be examined in a later
stage of proceedings.

Additionally, the ICJ recorded
that Azerbaijan did not dispute
Armenia’s claims regarding hate speech
within Azerbaijan.

Ultimately, the ICJ rejected
Azerbaijan’s objections. The courtdis-
missed Azerbaijan’s first objection by
a vote of 15 to 1 and the preliminary
objections by 16 to 1, affirming its
jurisdiction to examine Armenia’s claim
against Azerbaijan.
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Aliyev Again Threatens Armenia Over
Military Rearmament

BAKU - Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev has once again warned
Armenia against rearming its military
as he addressed the nation on so called
“Victory Day”, commemorating
Azerbaijan’s victory in the 2020
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

“Armenia must abandon the policy
of armament. This must come to an
end,” Aliyev stated on November 8, as
reported by Azerbaijani media. “I have
repeatedly said this, and they know
that my words must be heeded. They
must abandon this before it is too late.
They will never be able to compete
with us.”

Despite his warning, the Azerbaijani
leader emphasized that Baku does not
seek war, having “restored its territorial
integrity and state sovereignty.”

Aliyev noted, “The history of the
30-year occupation cannot be erased
from our memory,” adding that “we
must be prepared for any new provo-
cation.” He continued, “Anyone who
wants to test our strength once again
will face defeat, humiliation, and dis-
grace. Our victory in the 44-day Patri-
otic War and the anti-terrorist opera-
tion was not only a defeat for Armenia
but also a bitter and humiliating defeat
for those who stood behind it.”

Authorities in Yerevan did not
immediately respond to Aliyev’s latest

remarks. In the past, Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan has defended
Armenia’sright to build its armed forces
as a sovereign nation. He and other
Armenian officials have reiterated that
Armenia has no aggressive intentions
toward any of its neighbors, including
Azerbaijan, and is arming itself solely
for defense purposes.

In recent years, Armenia has
strengthened its military by acquiring
weapons from international partners,
including France and India, and is
reportedly planning to procure addi-
tional modern weaponry, such as artil-
lery and air defense missile systems.

Greta Thunberg: “The World Cannot Stand
By and Watch Azerbaijan Greenwash
Crimes Against Armenians”

TBILISI (Armradio.am)— Swed-
ish climate activist Greta Thunberg
has revealed plans to visit Armenia in
the near future.

“l am looking forward to go to
Armenia and meet activists and citi-
zens and to hear more about the hor-
rors that they have had to go through
in recent years,” she said in an exclu-
sive interview with Public Radio of
Armenia.

“It’s heartbreaking that the world
has for so many times forgotten about
them [Armenians] and their struggles
and in many cases has just watches,”
Thunbergsaid, speaking to Public Radio
correspondent Gita Elibekyan in Tbilisi.

“Now with the COP being held in
Azerbaijan, the Azerbaijani regime will
most likely use it and is already using
it as an opportunity to greenwash their
crimes and ethnic cleansing towards
Armenians. The world cannot just
stand by and watch that happen,” the
climate activist said.

Se noted that the repercussions
of government critics in the country
does not go hand in hand with hosting
an international climate conference,
either.

Asked about Armenian prisoners
held in Azerbaijan, Thunberg said “all
political prisoners and hostages must
be released.”

“Weneed to put international pres-
sure on countries to sanction
Azerbaijan and stop the import of

Azerbaijani fossil fuel not only for
climate reasons, but also for human
rights reasons. There is an extreme
hypocrisy of the rest of the world,
where they, for example the EU, are
still importing a lot of fossil fuel from
Azerbaijan while pretending to stand
for human rights,” the climate activist
stated.

“While they are importing that
fuel, they are also legitimizing
Azerbaijan’s crimes against its own
population and Armenians. We should
not forget that Azerbaijan is absolutely
fundamental to the Israeli war-ma-
chine and they are also complicit in the
genocide in Palestine, war crimes in
Lebanon. Azerbaijan exports 40 per-
cent of Israel’s annual oil consump-
tion, which is just one of many-many
reasons we have to put immense pres-
sure on the country,” Thunberg said.

www.massispost.com
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USC Dornsife Institute of Armenian Studies
Hosts Unprecedented Symposium on Artsakh

LOS ANGELES — More than
1,000 people gathered at USC’s Bovard
Auditorium on Saturday, November 2
for Artsakh Uprooted: Aftermaths of
Displacement, a groundbreaking sym-
posium hosted by the USC Dornsife
Institute of Armenian Studies.

The program included a vibrant
mix of academic panel discussions,
multimedia artistic presentations, and
live performances that highlighted
the Armenian experience in the glo-
bal conversation on dispossession
and cultural erasure.

Interim Dean of the USC
Dornsife College of Letters, Arts,
and Sciences Mohamed El-Naggar
opened the program with remarks
on how exile grants unique insights,
as displaced peoples often existin a
liminal space between their original
and adopted societies.

The program approached the
topic of displacement through di-
verse angles and perspectives, in-
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cluding those of people from Artsakh,
Armenian Studies experts, and USC
scholars from across disciplines.

In a panel discussion moder-
ated by Institute Associate Director
Margarita Baghdasaryan, Ashot
Gabrielyan, Shoushan Keshishian,
and Nina Shahverdyan shared unfil-
tered accounts of their displacement
from Artsakh and the challenges that
have followed.

Institute Director Shushan
Karapetian moderated a panel on the
role of the Armenian dialects of
Artsakh as witness to survival and
dispossession. The discussion fea-
tured prominent linguist Hrach
Martirosyan and Artsakh-born jour-
nalist Lika Zakaryan.

Stephan Astourian, Director of
the Turpanjian Center for Policy
Analysis at the American University
of Armenia, and former Artsakh
State Minister Artak Beglaryan de-
livered keynote lectures that traced

Armenian Teams Take Full Control of
ArmSat-1 Satellite

YEREVAN-Armenia’s ArmSat-
1 satellite is now fully operational and
actively capturing images, according
to Mkhitar Hayrapetyan, Armenia’s
Minister of High-Tech Industry.

Hayrapetyan informed reporters
that ArmSat-1 is currently in Low
Earth orbit at an altitude of 490-500
kilometers. He announced that Arme-
nian specialists assumed full control of
the satellite on November 11.

“Itis an observation satellite. For
the first time in our newly independent
history, we have the capability not
only to own a satellite but also to
control it. This achievement enables
us to develop skills that are an invest-
ment in our future. From today on-
ward, our specialized teams have com-
plete control over ArmSat-1,” he stated.

The launch of Armenia’s first
satellite in 2022 marked a significant
milestone in the country’s space en-
deavors, laying the groundwork for
further investments in space technolo-
gies. The initiative is seen as enhancing
national security and centralizing key
resources.

Minister Hayrapetyan also dis-
missed rumors questioning the
satellite’s functionality, affirming that
ArmSat-1 operates normally at an alti-
tude of 490-500 kilometers, continu-
ously capturing images.
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He emphasized that satellites have
no guaranteed lifespan, noting, “Satel-
lites from many countries often fall
earlier than expected or remain in vari-
ous orbits for extended periods.”

When ArmSat-1 was launched in
May 2022 from Cape Canaveral Space
Station in the U.S., Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan highlighted
that data collected from the satellite
would serve multiple purposes, in-
cludingborder surveillance, emergency
prevention and management, environ-
mental protection, and urban develop-
ment. A control center was subse-
quently established in Armenia, where
specialists received training to assume
control of the satellite.

the history and path forward for
Artsakh.

In a rousing conversation with
filmmaker Eric Nazarian, Pulitzer Prize-
winning author and USC Aerol Arnold
Chair of English Viet Thanh Nguyen
emphasized the importance of abolish-
ing the conditions that render certain
groups voiceless.

The day also included an array of
artistic content that allowed guests to
learn about Artsakh through different
mediums and modes of expression.

In an original performance lec-
ture, USC School of Architecture
Assistant Professor Aroussiak
Gabrielian and Hyperallergic Editor-
in-Chief Hrag Vartanian offered a
multimedia journey derived from the
ancestral wisdom of Artsakh’s Tnjri
Plane tree. The presentation featured
musical accompaniment by Raffi
Wartanian on oud and Armen
Adamian on duduk, and attendees
received seeds of the tree as living
mementos.

Investigative researcher Simon
Maghakyan delivered a dynamic vi-
sual presentation on how Armenians
can reclaim agency in response to
destruction of their ancient cultural
heritage around the world.

Filmmaker and USC Annenberg

School for Communication and Jour-
nalism graduate Balin Schneider pre-
miered his short film My Dearest
Artsakh, which centers the story of
a displaced teenager who seeks to
find her place in Armenia against the
backdrop of unimaginable longing.

USC Vice Provost for the Arts
and MacArthur Fellow Josh Kun in-
troduced Artsakh-born rapper Lyoka
with captivating remarks that under-
scored the power of sound for dis-
placed communities across the globe.
Lyoka delivered an electric perfor-
mance that captured the day’s dual
themes of loss and resilience.

Through this monumental pro-
gram, the Institute debuted a pio-
neering form of intellectual engage-
ment with Armenian Studies — com-
bining academia and the arts to touch
both the mind and soul.

Video recordings of the pro-
gram components will be available
on the Institute’s YouTube channel
in the coming weeks.

The symposium was co-spon-
sored by Massis Kabob, USC Vi-
sions and Voices, USC Divisional
Dean for the Social Sciences,
NAASR, Armenian Film Society,
and UCLA Promise Armenian In-
stitute.

New Report: Azerbaijani Regime Ethnically
Cleansed Nagorno-Karabakh According to
International Fact-finding Mission
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Lastyear’s exodus of Nagorno-
Karabakh’s ethnic Armenian popu-
lation was the result of Azerbaijan’s
systematic “policy of ethnic cleans-
ing,” U.S.-based watchdog Freedom
House and six other human rights
groups said in an extensive report
released on Monday.

The 130-page report presents
the findings of a joint fact-finding
mission launched by them after
Azerbaijan’s September 2023 mili-
tary offensive that forced more than
100,000 Karabakh Armenians to flee
to Armenia.

“The policy of ethnic cleansing
was executed through a combina-
tion of meticulously planned violent
and non-violent measures that have
been in place since 2020. Violent
actions included targeted killings,
shootings, and military offensives,”
it says, describing some of those
actions as war crimes.

“These practices culminated in
the large-scale offensive on Septem-
ber 19, [2023] which affected all
residents of Nagorno-Karabakh,”

adds the report based on interviews
conducted with 330 Karabakh Ar-
menian refugees.

Freedom House and its West-
ern and Armenian partner organiza-
tions insisted that even before the
offensive that restored its full con-
trol of Karabakh Baku sought to
drive the Karabakh Armenians out of
their homeland by “creating condi-
tions of severe insecurity, hardship,
and psychological duress.” They
singled out a nearly yearlong
Azerbaijani blockade of the region
that preceded the exodus not pre-
vented or stopped by Russian peace-
keepers.

They went on to urge the inter-
national community to impose sanc-
tions on Azerbaijan and refer it to the
International Criminal Court (ICC)
while pressuring Baku to create con-
ditions for the “safe and voluntary
return” of the Karabakh Armenians.
The release of their report was clearly
timed to coincide with the start of
the annual UN climate change sum-
mit held in the Azerbaijani capital.
























