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Pashinyan and Trump Discuss
Armenia-US Relations in Phone Call

Senators Markey and Whitehouse
Express Support for Armenia During
Baku Press Conference
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YEREVAN —Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan held a phone conversation
with U.S. President-elect Donald Trump on Saturday.

During the call, Prime Minister Pashinyan congratulated President
Trump on his election victory and shared updates regarding the development
and current state of Armenia-U.S. relations in recent years.

The two leaders also discussed issues related to the regional agenda.

Greta Thunberg Accuses the World of
Hypocrisy Over “Greenwashing” Azerbaijan’s
Crimes at AUA Climate Conference

©
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BAKU—U.S. Democratic Sena-
tors Sheldon Whitehouse and Ed
Markey expressed their support for
Armenia during a news conference at
COP29 on Saturday, November 16,
Reuters reports.

Their remarks were in response
toa question froma Baku TV journalist
who asked why the United States has
not taken steps to sanction Armenia.

“I think Senator Markey and I
support Armenia, both ofus. We deeply
regret the displacement of so many
Armenians. To put it mildly, I’'m far
from convinced that Armenians are to
blame for that. And I don’t want to
dwell, in the home of my hosts, on
human rights issues. But if that were to

Continued on page 4

PM Pashinyan Meets with Pope Francis
in the Vatican

YEREVAN — On November 14,
the American University of Armenia
(AUA)hosted internationally renowned
climate justice activist Greta Thunberg.
During her visit, Thunberg met with
AUA President Dr. Bruce Boghosian
and participated in a panel session.

Thunberg has been widely cred-
ited with raising global awareness about
the climate crisis, a movement often
referred to as “The Greta Effect.” She
has been included in Time Magazine’s
100 Most Influential People, named
the youngest Time Person of the Year,
featured in Forbes’ list of the World’s
100 Most Powerful Women, and nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace Prize.

At the conference titled “The
Impact of Azerbaijan’s Aggression on
Human Rights and Environmental Pro-
tection,” held at AUA in parallel with
the 2024 United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP29), Thunbergserved
as a featured panelist. The event re-
sponded to the UN’s decision to desig-

nate Azerbaijan as the host of COP29,
despite serious concerns over its his-
tory of aggression toward Nagorno-
Karabakh (Artsakh) and the authori-
tarian policies of President [lham Aliyev.

In her keynote speech, Thunberg
accused the world of hypocrisy for
ignoring the crimes committed by
Azerbaijan against Armenians.

“Why am I not at COP-29? Our
agenda, which adheres to the prin-
ciples of climate justice, contradicts
the agenda of COP-29 and what is
happening in Azerbaijan,” she stated
during the forum on “The Impact of
Azerbaijan’s Aggression on Human
Rights and Environmental Protection.”

According to Thunberg,
Azerbaijan is arepressive country with
plans to expand mineral extraction and
a history of ethnic cleansing in Artsakh
(Nagorno-Karabakh).

“It’s revolting that COP-29 is

Continued onpage4
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VATICAN CITY — Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan praised Armenia’s
special relationship with the Vatican
as he was received by Pope Francis on
Monday.
Pashinyan expressed gratitude for
the meeting and noted that it was a
great honor for him to be in the Apos-
tolic Palace for the first time. Accord-
ing to PM Pashinyan, the ongoing
mutual high-level visits testify to the
special interstate relations between
Armenia and the Holy See. Nikol
Pashinyan added that the appointment
of a resident Apostolic Nuncio in Ar-
menia would be a significant step for-
ward in friendly relations.
At the same time, the Prime Min-
ister emphasized Armenia’s full sup-
port for the Holy See in serving the

peace agenda on international platforms
and in jointly acting and working in this
direction.

Nikol Pashinyan informed His
Holiness about the latest developments
in the Armenia-Azerbaijan peace pro-
cess and reaffirmed the commitment
of the Government of Armenia to the
Peace Agenda. He also emphasized
that the Republic of Armenia is deter-
mined to make its contribution to peace.

The Prime Minister thanked His
Holiness for the Holy See’s continuous
efforts to release Armenian prisoners.

The audience lasted for about 30
minutes and was followed by an ex-
change of gifts. Its Armenian-language
service also noted that Pashinyan’s
trip to the Vatican “lasted for only a
few hours.”
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Armenia’s Position on Freezing Participation
in the CSTO Remains Unchanged

YEREVAN — Armenia stated on
Thursday that it has not resumed ac-
tive membership in the Collective Se-
curity Treaty Organization (CSTO)
despite attending a meeting in Moscow
with senior diplomats from ex-Soviet
states within the Russian-led military
alliance.

Gurgen Arsenian, Armenia’s
ambassador to Russia, joined his coun-
terparts from Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan in a meet-
ing with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov on Wednesday. According to a
Russian summary of the meeting, the
diplomats discussed “international and

regional security” as well as prepara-
tions for the upcoming November 28
meeting in Astana, where CSTO for-
eign and defense ministers are ex-
pected to gather.

In response to questions about
Arsenian’s presence at the meeting,
the Armenian Foreign Ministry clari-
fied that “Armenia’s position on freez-
ing participation in the work of the
CSTO has not changed.” The ministry
did not specify whether Yerevan will
participate in the Astana gathering.

Armeniainitially froze its partici-
pation in the CSTO due to the bloc’s
failure to fulfill its obligations.

BBC: Azerbaijan Using COP29
to Crack Down on Environmental Activists
and Political Opponents

BAKU — The Azerbaijani gov-
ernment is using COP29 to crack down
on environmental activists and other
political opponents, according to hu-
man rights groups, the BBC reports.

This is the third year in a row a
country hosting the climate summit
has been accused of oppression and
curtailing the legal right to protest.

Climate Action Network, a group
of nearly 2,000 climate groups, told
BBC News the protection of civil soci-
ety is crucial if countries want to see
progress on climate change.

The Azerbaijani government re-
jects the claims and says the govern-
ment holds no political prisoners.

Global leaders are currently meet-
ing in Azerbaijan to discuss solutions
to a warming planet. But rights
organisations have called for a review
of how countries are selected to host

the climate summit after what they say
is a worrying increase in the number of
environmental prisoners of conscience
in Azerbaijan.

Natalia Nozadze from Amnesty
International told BBC News that since
Azerbaijan was announced as the host
country for COP29 in November last
year it has become harder to oppose
the government.

“We’ve seen a dramatic increase
in arrests and clamp down on all issues
that the government may perceive criti-
cal or contrary to its political agenda,”
she said.

For the first time since the early
2000s the number of political prison-
ers — including journalists, environ-
mental activists and political oppo-
nents — has reached more than 300,
according to The Union “For Freedom
of Political Prisoners in Azerbaijan”.

Saturday, November 23, 2024

Armenian Prime Minister Awards Global
High-Tech Honor to Narayana Murthy

YEREVAN - On Friday, Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan conferred
the State Award of the Republic of
Armenia for Global Contribution in the
High-Tech Sphere to Narayana Murthy,
founder of Infosys Limited.

The 14th annual ceremony took
place at the government headquarters
in Yerevan, attended by prominent fig-
ures from leading tech companies,
lawmakers, and officials. Notable at-
tendees included Arayik Harutyunyan,
Chief of Staff of the Prime Minister’s
Office; Hakob Arshakyan, Deputy
Speaker of Parliament; Central Bank
Governor Martin Galstyan; Synopsys
Armenia President Yervant Zorian; and
Hovik Musaelyan, Director and Chair-
man of the Awarding Commission of
the Annual IT Educational Awards.

Prime Minister Pashinyan con-
gratulated Murthy on receiving the
honor, stating that the award recog-
nizes individuals who have made
groundbreaking contributions to the
technological sector.

“This ceremony is significant for
Armeniaas well,” Pashinyan remarked.
“It shifts not only our perspective of
the world but also the world’s percep-
tion of Armenia. Through this mean-
ingful and prestigious award, we ex-
press our appreciation and admira-
tion.”

Pashinyan emphasized that the

laureates, including Murthy, deserve
to be recognized as “tech giants,” and
their achievements serve as a testa-
ment to their transformative impact on
the industry.

Highlighting the importance of
showcasing the laureates’ life stories,
Pashinyan said, “These individuals
were not born giants; they became
giants through their dedication, educa-
tion, and perseverance. Their successes
are impossible without hard work and
overcoming failures. Sharing their life
journeys can inspire our youth, our
students, and young people world-
wide.”

He added that honoring individu-
als like Murthy not only expresses
gratitude but also provides an opportu-
nity for younger generations to draw
inspiration from their achievements.

“Distinguished Mr. Murthy, your
presence is an honor for Armenia. This
ceremony celebrates your remarkable
contributions and the global impact
you have made in the technological
field. Please accept our deepest appre-
ciation and respect,” Pashinyan con-
cluded.

In his acceptance speech,
Narayana Murthy expressed gratitude
to the Prime Minister, stating he was
honored to receive the award and ap-
preciative of the recognition from the
Republic of Armenia.

Senior Armenian Law Enforcement Officials
and Ministers Resign at Prime Minister
Pashinyan’s Request

YEREVAN - The heads of
Armenia’s judicial oversight body, two
law enforcement agencies, and three
government ministries have tendered
their resignations at the request of
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan. The
prime minister confirmed the news
today.

“Dear compatriots, considering
the widespread discussions in the press
and on social media, I find it necessary
to inform you that [ have asked several
high-ranking officials to step down
from their positions. The reasons for
this request are not personal but sys-
temic, as [ have stated publicly,”
Pashinyan wrote on Facebook, re-
fraining from naming specific indi-
viduals.

He acknowledged the contribu-
tions of the outgoing officials to

Armenia’s statehood and expressed
gratitude for their service and willing-
ness to accept his decision.

Amongthoseresigning are Karen
Andreasyan, head of the Supreme Ju-
dicial Council (SJC); Argishti
Kyaramyan, head of the Investigative
Committee; Sasun Khachatryan, chief
of the Anti-Corruption Committee
(ACC); Interior Minister Vahe
Ghazaryan; Infrastructure Minister
Gnel Sanosyan; and Rustam Badasyan,
head of the State Revenue Committee.

These resignations follow harsh
criticisms voiced by Pashinyan during
a government session on Friday. He
expressed dissatisfaction with the lack
of progress in combating corruption
and addressing systemic inefficiencies
within the judiciary and law enforce-
ment.
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Constitutional Court Cannot Nullify Declaration
of Independence, Says Chief Justice

YEREVAN —The Constitutional
Court has neither nullified nor pos-
sesses the authority to nullify Armenia’s
Declaration of Independence, stated
Chief Justice Arman Dilanyan.

In response to claims that the
Constitutional Court, through its Sep-
tember 26 decision regarding the Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan border delimitation
regulation, had effectively nullified the
Declaration of Independence, Dilanyan
dismissed these assertions during a
press briefing on November 14.

“No one can nullify the Declara-
tion of Independence. The only entity
that could do so is the people,” he
affirmed.

ChiefJustice Dilanyan expressed
disappointment that the media had not
covered the perspectives of eight jus-
tices, focusing instead on those of
only three dissenting justices. “Around
that decision, I observed almost ev-
erything except any serious legal criti-
cism or arguments. [ have yet to en-
counter a legal argument explaining
why, in their opinion, that decision is
wrong,” he remarked.

Dilanyan clarified that the
court’s ruling reflects a position held
for over thirty years. Furthermore,
he noted, several contradictions arise
when attempting to interpret the
Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence within the same legal
framework.

“The Constitution is regarded as
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Armenia’s document of supreme legal
authority, whereas the Declaration of
Independence has never been fully
incorporated into the Constitution. If
we were to place the Declaration and
the Constitution within the same level
of legal force, it would be challenging
to reconcile those contradictions,” he
explained, adding that the court had
examined the issue in detail for the first
time and confirmed the existing legal
reality.

On September 26, the Constitu-
tional Court ruled that the regulation
for the Armenia-Azerbaijan border de-
limitation commissions complies with
the Constitution. The decision included
areference to the Declaration of Inde-
pendence as a point of clarification,
which prompted criticism.

U.S. Lawmakers Report Threats
During COP29 In Baku

WHASHINGTON, DC -- Two
members of the U.S. Congress have
said they faced physical threats and
intimidation while urging Azerbaijan
to guarantee the safe return of
Nagorno-Karabakh’s displaced popu-
lation and free Armenian prisoners
during the COP29 summit in Baku.

Senator Ed Markey and Repre-
sentative Frank Pallone were among
U.S. lawmakers who attended late
last week the annual UN summit on
climate change that began on No-
vember 11. They as well as another
Democratic senator, Sheldon
Whitehouse, publicly criticized there
the Azerbaijani government’s poor
human rights record and actions in
the conflict with Armenia.

“We believe that the political
prisoners should be released. We
believe there should be a right of
return of Armenians to Nagorno-
Karabakh,” Markey told reporters in
Baku at the weekend.

“We are very regretful that the
dislocation of so many Armenians
has taken place,” Whitehouse said
for his part. “To put it mildly, I’'m
far from convinced that Armenians
are to blame for that.”

Speaking at a joint news con-
ference in Washington late on Mon-
day, Markey and Pallone said they
were hounded by pro-government
Azerbaijani journalists and protest-
ers who they believe acted on
Azerbaijani government orders.

“I thought there was going to

be an assault on me,” said Pallone,
who has for decades been one of the
most pro-Armenian U.S. congress-
men.

“If it wasn't for the fact that
the security that the [U.S.] Embassy
hired protected me, I would have
been in hospital. It was serious. |
just want to be honest. It was very
serious,” added the New Jersey law-
maker.

Azerbaijan - People walk near
the venue of the United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference (COP29)
in Baku, November 14, 2024.

Azerbaijan - People walk near
the venue of the United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference (COP29)
in Baku, November 14, 2024.

“Like Frank, I felt it, I had to
have a bodyguard with me at all
times,” said Markey. “Even in the
lobby of the hotel, even going up to

EIB Global Signs €236 Million Loan to
Finance Construction of Sisian-Kajaran Road

YEREVAN — The European In-
vestment Bank’s global arm (EIB
Global) has signed a loan of up to
€236 million with Armenia to co-
finance the construction of the
Sisian-Kajaran road, a crucial seg-
ment of the north-south transport
corridor. This project is set to be-
come a gamechanger for Armenia
and the South Caucasus region, sig-
nificantly improving transport con-
nectivity between the European
Union, Middle East and Asia.

This climate-resilient piece of
infrastructure will contribute to cli-
mate change mitigation by reducing
travel distances, vehicle operating
costs and road accidents. Enhanced
road safety is another key feature of
the project, which will offer safer
and faster routes for travellers and
goods. The project will facilitate
access to both domestic and interna-
tional markets, and contribute to the
sustainable socioeconomic develop-
ment of the less well-connected
Syunik province in the south of the
country.

“This transformative project
will become a major artery in the
region’s transport network, provid-
ing Armenia with better access to
global markets and helping to shape a
more interconnected, resilient future,”
said EIB Vice-President Teresa
Czerwinska, who is responsible for
EIB operations in Armenia. “This is
the largest ever finance contract be-
tween the EIB and Armenia. We are
pleased to be supporting this project
that will promote sustainability, boost
economic resilience and strengthen
connectivity between Europe, Asia
and the Middle East.”

Head of the EU Delegation to
Armenia Ambassador Vassilis
Maragos said, “This project is an-
other example of Team Europe sup-
port under the EU’s Economic and
Investment Plan (EIP) for Armenia.
Further mobilisation of funding un-
der the EIP for sustainable invest-
ments with due care of climate
change and road safety targets will
be key as we prepare the ambitious
new EU-Armenia Partnership
Agenda”.

Republic of Armenia Minister
of Finance Vahe Hovhannisyan said,
“Construction of the Sisian-Kajaran
road will be a major boost to
Armenia’s economic growth,
strengthen both regional and inter-
national connectivity, improve trans-
portation safety and efficiency, and
play a crucial part in the country’s
broader infrastructure development
objectives.”

Republic of Armenia Deputy
Prime Minister Mher Grigoryan ex-
pressed his “gratitude to the EIB for
its participation in the construction
ofthe Sisian-Kajaran road. This road
is an integral part of the Government
of Armenia’s Crossroads of Peace
Project, which aims to ensure sus-
tainable connectivity and, conse-
quently, cooperation and stability in
the wider region”.

As a flagship project of the EU
Global Gateway initiative and the EU
Economic and Investment Plan for the
Eastern Partnership, the construction
of the Sisian-Kajaran road will bolster
economic growth, regional security
and environmental resilience. It will
also be a key link in the Trans-Euro-
pean Transport Network corridor.

my room.”

The Azerbaijani government’s
human rights record is “unaccept-
able” and “getting worse,” the Mas-
sachusetts senator said, urging
Washington to “address” it.

Markey and Pallone were among
six dozen U.S. lawmakers who signed
an October 3 letter to Secretary of
State Antony Blinken accusing
Azerbaijan of carrying out ethnic
cleansing in Karabakh and urging the
Biden administration to impose sanc-
tions on it. Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev reacted furiously to the
letter, claiming that it was provoked
by Blinken and making fresh threats
of military action against Armenia.

Baku denies forcing the

Karabakh Armenians to flee their
homes and says they can live there
under Azerbaijani rule. Karabakh’s
leaders and ordinary residents re-
jected such an option even before
the September 2023 military offen-
sive that restored full Azerbaijani
control over the region.

Armenia agreed to the choice
of Baku as the venue of COP29 last
December as part of a deal that led to
the release of 32 Armenian soldiers
and civilians held in Azerbaijan. Ar-
menian officials were reportedly
ready to attend the two-week sum-
mit in return for the release of some
of the remaining 23 Armenian cap-
tives. None of them has been freed
so far.
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The Western Diocese Launches the Armenian
Church Theological Society (A.C.T.S.)

BURBANK — The Western Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church of North
America has established the Armenian
Church  Theological Society
(A.C.T.S.), a new initiative aimed at
fostering theological thought, dialogue,
scholarship, and collaboration among
scholars, clergy, and laity.

“One of the main purposes of the
Armenian Church Theological Society
(A.C.T.S.) is to create a bridge be-
tween the centuries-old rich ‘theologi-
cal mind’ of the Armenian Church and
contemporary theological thinking on
issues facing our communities today,”
explained Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian, Primate of the Western
Diocese.

In July, the Western Diocese
launched a visionary long-term institu-
tional innovation initiative under the
Primate’s leadership. The ultimate vi-
sion of'this project is to make Christian
faith and Armenian culture a living
experience for communities in the
western United States.

A.C.T.S. is one component of
the Institutional Innovation initiative
of the Western Diocese. The inaugural
meeting was held on October 7 at the
Diocesan headquarters, presided over
by the Primate and chaired by Dr.
Hratch Tchilingirian, a scholar and
head of the innovation project.

Initially, the theological society
invited California-based scholars and
clergy, with leading scholars from
Fresno participating virtually. These
included emeritus Prof. Abraham Terian
of St. Nersess Seminary and profes-
sors Sergio La Porta and Barlow Der
Mgrdichian from California State Uni-
versity, Fresno. Additional members,
such as Prof. Peter Cowe of UCLA
and Prof. David Zakarian of Fresno,
were unable to attend the inaugural
meeting.

The new society aims to provide
a dynamic platform for theological
reflection that resonates with contem-
porary issues while remaining deeply
rooted in the rich theological tradition
of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox
Church.

A.C.T.S. will facilitate the ex-
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change of knowledge on key subjects
such as theology, ecclesiology, lit-
urgy, and pastoral care through dis-
cussions, seminars, workshops, and
international conferences.

In the next phase, scholars and
experts from other states and interna-
tionally will be invited to join A.C.T.S.
An Executive Committee has been
formed by the inaugural assembly, in-
cluding Peter Cowe, Sergio La Porta,
Haig Madoyan, Norayr Poghosyan, Vahe
Sargsyan, Hratch Tchilingirian, and
Abraham Terian. Archbishop Hovnan
serves as President of the society.

At the inaugural meeting, basic
membership criteria were established.
For clergy members, the minimum
requirement is a Master’s degree in
Theology, Religious Studies, or Divin-
ity; for lay members, a minimum re-
quirement includes at least a few pub-
lications on Armenian theology, reli-
gious studies, or related subjects.

“We envision this new society as
a forum for theological inquiry and
discussion, one that will invigorate
both academic and pastoral efforts
across the Western Diocese and be-
yond,” said Dr. Tchilingirian, Chair of
the A.C.T.S. Executive Committee.
“Our goal is to ensure that the Arme-
nian Church’s theology and traditions
continue to enrich contemporary life,
providing a space for theological in-
sights and reflections.”

Announcements regarding sym-
posia and a major annual conference
will be made in the near future.

Osheen Keshishian Honored

as Centennial Luminary

BURBANK -- Osheen Keshishian
was honored on November 10,2024 at
the St. Leon Armenian Cathedral in
Burbank, by Archbishop Hovnan

Derderian, Primate of the Western
Diocese. On this occasion His Emi-
nence announced that Osheen
Keshishian will have the distinction of
being the first “Centennial Luminary”
for his long-standing dedication and
contributions to the Armenian Church
and Armenian Nation. The Diocese
will be celebrating its Centennial Anni-
versary in 2027 and on that occasion a
special dedication and plaque will be
installed in his honor.

On this occasion, the Primate
asked Fr. Vazken Movsesian to cel-
ebrate the Divine Liturgy and offer the
day’s sermon, and present Osheen
Keshishian to the community.

“Today we gather to honor a
messenger — one who has brought a
message of hope through his positive
outlook of the world, Osheen
Keshishian. For over seven decades
he has selflessly given himself to the
Armenian community and to the Ar-
menian Church. Born in Jerusalem,
he moved to Beirut during the Pales-
tinian war and came to the United
States in 1956. Since his arrival to the
United States he has been the second
wing to countless people, and helped
us fly.

Heis loved and respected by all.

Just like Cher and a few others, he is
known by one name! When you say
Osheen everyone knows who you are
talking about.

As a scholar of the Armenian
world, particularly the Diaspora,
Osheen Keshishian has documented
and shaped that journey. In the West-
ern Diocese he was the editor of the
first Diocesan wide newspaper, the
Californian. In 1970 Osheen
Keshishian established and published
the Armenian Observer newspaper.
For over 50 years he has chronicled
and documented the story of the Ar-
menian Diaspora on the pages of his
newspaper.

Long before the Internet or
such functions as Google to answer
your question, Osheen Keshishian
was the source for all things Arme-
nian. He is a walking encyclopedia
of knowledge about all things Ar-
menian. He is a messenger and an
educator. In 1985 he began teach-
ing at Glendale Community College,
and formally received the title of
Professor. He has been respected
on the world stage, giving lectures
and participating in the conferences
and yet, he always has time and
makes time to discuss and share his
wisdom with everyone. Particularly
the young, always concerned with
the welfare and development of the
Armenian Community".

Greta Thunberg Accuses the World

Continued frompage 1

being held in this country amidst these
atrocities. This is hypocrisy and du-
plicity. Azerbaijan not only commits
these crimes without accountability
but is also given a platform to legiti-
mize them, including ethnic cleansing.
The world remains silent and enables
this,” Thunberg noted.

She emphasized that climate con-
ferences should not be hosted in coun-
tries that repress their citizens’ rights.

“Azerbaijani activists live as if
imprisoned, stripped of their rights.
The ethnic cleansing Azerbaijan is re-
sponsible for, along with the suffering
endured by Armenians due to its mili-
tary aggression—including torture,
forced displacement, prisoners, and
hostages—are categorically unaccept-
able. The world’s silence on this, al-

lowing Azerbaijan to greenwash these
crimes, is inexcusable. It’s also unac-
ceptable that countries continue to
purchase minerals from Azerbaijan
without addressing these issues,”
Thunberg said.

The conference examined the
human rights and environmental ef-
fects of Azerbaijan’s actions in the
region, covering war crimes, block-
ades, ethnic cleansing, and damage to
cultural and environmental heritage.
The event brought together lawyers,
environmentalists, journalists, and ex-
perts to discuss these urgent issues.
Shushanik Harutyunyan of the Arme-
nian Climate Justice Initiative deliv-
ered opening remarks, introducing the
main topics. AUA President Dr. Bruce
Boghosian welcomed the audience and
expressed gratitude to Thunberg and
other distinguished speakers for their

Senators Markey and Whitehouse
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be the topic, I would not be very
complimentary,” said Senator Sheldon
Whitehouse.

Senator Markey added: “We be-
lieve that political prisoners should be
released. We believe there should be a
right of return for Armenians to
Nagorno-Karabakh. And we believe
there should be a peace treaty between
Azerbaijan and Armenia. Our hope is
that this treaty is negotiated soon so
these issues can be resolved, including
the establishment of a road through
Armenia that Azerbaijan can traverse.
But all of this must be part of a nego-
tiated treaty. Ultimately, we need to
ensure that those prisoners are re-
leased and that Armenian people have
the right to return peacefully to
Nagorno-Karabakh.”

In October, nearly 60 U.S. law-
makers, including Senators
Whitehouse and Markey, urged Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken to
press Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev to uphold human rights pro-
tections and release political prison-
ers ahead of the COP29 climate sum-
mit. The lawmakers called on Blinken
to compel Azerbaijan to take “tan-
gible measures” to free political pris-
oners and to condemn provocative
statements against Armenia, which
they warned could undermine peace
negotiations following Azerbaijan’s
retaking of full control of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

President Aliyev rejected the let-
ter, describing it as “a disgusting ap-
peal that cannot influence our will” and
accusing its authors of attempting to
“threaten and accuse us.”





















