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Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan:
Armenia Pursues a Balanced Foreign Policy

YEREVAN -- Armenia pursues a
balanced foreign policy and does not
build relationships in one direction at
the expense of others.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
assured this during a Q&A session
between the government and parlia-
ment, addressing concerns that his
May 9 visit to Moscow might damage
relations with the West.

“We have adopted a balanced and
balancing foreign policy. This policy
does notinvolve building relationships
in one direction at the expense of
others. Moreover, under this policy, it
has never been the case that we would
not visit the Russian Federation or
would not develop and deepen our
relations with Russia. I don’t quite

understand these kinds of comments,”
Pashinyan stated.

The Prime Minister emphasized
the importance of the upcoming event
in the context of the victory in World
War II. He also noted that these meet-
ings address bilateral agenda issues as
well.

When asked whether any bilat-
eral or other meetings are planned
during the visit, Pashinyan responded
that it is not a formal summit, but there
will be interactions. “But to what ex-
tent those interactions will be formal-
ized, I’m not sure, because the sched-
ule is very tight. We will be working
under these tight conditions. But that
there will be interactions, I believe, is
obvious,” the Prime Minister said.

Supporting Armenia Means Supporting a
Democratic Country That Shares Our Values
— French Ambassador

YEREVAN — French Ambassa-
dor Olivier Decottignies made a post
on his microblog on X, addressing
Armenia’s ranking in the global Press
Freedom Index.

“Armenia ranks 34th out of 180
countries in the 2025 World Press
Freedom Index published by Report-
ers Without Borders, continuing its
progress and standing as an island of
freedom in the region.

By supporting Armenia, we are
supporting a democratic country that
shares our values,” the ambassador
wrote.

Earlier it was reported that Ar-
menia holds a high position—34th
place—in the World Press Freedom
Index.

On December 20, 1993, the UN
General Assembly proclaimed May 3
as World Press Freedom Day through
a special resolution.

This decision was made during
UNESCO’s General Conference,
which, in its 1991 declaration “Pro-
moting Independent and Pluralistic
Media Worldwide,” recognized that a

free, pluralistic, and independent press
is an essential component of a demo-
cratic society.

World Press Freedom Day serves
as areminder to the international com-
munity that freedom of the press and
freedom of expression are fundamen-

Continued onpage3

Armenian, Greek Defense Ministers Discuss
Bilateral Cooperation, Regional Security
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ATHENS — As part of his work-
ing visit to the Hellenic Republic, Ar-
menian Defense Minister Suren
Papikyan met with Greek National
Defense Minister Nikos Dendias.

Armenia’s Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary to Greece,
Tigran Mkrtchyan, also attended the
meeting.

During the discussions, the two
sides addressed issues related to Ar-
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menian-Greek cooperation in the field
of defense. Both ministers expressed
satisfaction with the current high level
of collaboration and emphasized their
readiness to further develop coopera-
tion in military education, exchange of
experience across various domains,
and other areas.

The meeting also included an
exchange of views on regional and
international security issues.

Armenia Significantly Improves Its Ranking
in Reporters Without Borders’ Global Press
Freedom Index

R.T REPORTERS
WITHOUT BORDERS

EUROPE - CENTRAL ASIA

2025 Worid Press Freedom Index

Armenia
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PARIS — According to the 2025
Global Press Freedom Index published
by the international organization Re-
porters Without Borders, Armenia has
made significant progress. Compared
to last year’s 43rd place, Armenia has
climbed 9 spots, ranking 34th with a
score of 73.96 points. The index in-
cludes a total of 180 countries.

For comparison: Azerbaijan ranks
167th, having fallen 4 spots from the
previous year; Turkey isin 159th place,
down 1 spot; Georgia ranks 114th,
dropping 11 spots; Russia ranks 171st,
down 9 spots; while Iran remains in
the same position at 176th.

The report notes that in Armenia,

the primary source of information is
social media, accessed daily by two-
thirds of the population. It highlights
that since the “Velvet Revolution” of
2018, many new media outlets have
emerged. Independent news platforms
such as Civilnet.am, Hetq.am,
Factor.am, and Azatutyun.am are
“growing and playing the role of inde-
pendent watchdogs, which is vital for
democracy.” However, it also points
out that “the majority of broadcast and
print media, which are tied to major
political and commercial interests, con-
tinue to face pressure regarding their

Continued on page3
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Amulsar Mine Launch Projected to Boost
Armenia’s 2025 GDP by Up to 0.5%

YEREVAN — The launch of the
Amulsar mine this year could contrib-
ute up to 0.5% to Armenia’s GDP
growth in 2025, according to Finance
Minister Vahe Hovhannisyan.

When asked whether the
government’s GDP projections re-
main realistic if the mine fails to
launch, Hovhannisyan responded:
“Armenia’s economic growth is re-
turning to its potential, which we
estimate at 5%-5.5%,” he said at a
press conference Friday, noting that
the high growth rates of recent years
may lead to unrealistic expectations.

He emphasized that all economic
growth targets set in the 2025 state
budget remain achievable.

“Since the launch of the
Amulsar mine is scheduled for the
end of the year, its immediate impact
will be minimal. The effect depends
on when production officially be-
gins,” Hovhannisyan added.

He also stated that he was not
aware of specific discussions between
the government and Armenian banks
regarding the mine’s financing.

At its meeting on February 27,

2025, the Armenian government ap-
proved adecision to assist Lydian Arme-
nia in securing credit funding. Specifi-
cally, the government will provide a
budget guarantee allowing the company
to attractup to $150 million inloans from
Armenian banks, with a repayment pe-
riod of up to five years, to support the
launch of the Amulsar gold mine.

Armenia’s 2025 state budget
projects economic growth of 5.1%.
According to the Central Bank’s mon-
etary policy report for the first quarter
of 2025, GDP growth is expected to
range between 4.5% and 7% by year’s
end, 4.1%—4.7% in 2026, and 4.7%—
6.1% in 2027.

Other forecasts for Armenia’s
2025 GDP growth include 5.5% from
the Eurasian Development Bank (EDB),
4% from the World Bank (WB), 4.5%
from the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), 4.8% from the European Bank
for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD), and 6% from the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB). Fitch Ratings
predicts 4.9% growth, while the United
Nations forecasts 5.2% growth in
2025 and 4.7% in 2026.

European People’s Party Congress Adopts
Resolution on Armenia Welcoming Ongoing
Reforms in Democracy and Human Rights

EPP CONGRESS
* VAL ENCIA 2025
_ e

VALENCIA — The European
People’s Party (EPP) Congress, held
in Valencia, adopted a resolution titled
“The Current Political Situation in Ar-
menia,” welcoming the ongoing do-
mestic political developments in the
country. The resolution commended
the reforms implemented in the areas
of democracy, human rights, and the
rule of law, as well as Armenia’s ef-

forts to normalize relations with
Azerbaijan and Turkey. It also empha-
sized the importance of securing the
release of Armeniansillegally detained
in Baku and strengthening Armenia-
European Union relations.
Theresolution, authored by Mem-
bers ofthe European Parliament Miriam

Continued on page4

Permanent Representative of Armenia
Presents Credentials to UN Secretary-General

NEW YORK — Permanent Rep-
resentative of the Republic of Armenia
to the United Nations Paruyr
Hovhannisyan presented his creden-
tials to UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres.

Following the official ceremony,
Ambassador Hovhannisyan had a téte-
a-téte meeting with the UN Secretary-
General, highlighting the steady ex-
pansion and deepening of Armenia-UN
relations and outlined the steps imple-
mented by the Government of the Re-
public of Armenia in preparations of
hosting the 17th meeting of the Con-
ference of the Parties to the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity (COP17)
in 2026.

The interlocutors touched upon a
wide range of regional and interna-
tional issues. Ambassador
Hovhannisyan presented Armenia’s
ongoing efforts to ensure durable sta-
bility and peace in the region, empha-
sizing the importance of signing with-
out delay the already agreed-upon text
of the “Agreement on Peace and Es-
tablishment of Interstate Relations be-
tween the Republic of Armenia and the
Republic of Azerbaijan.” He also un-
derscored the significance of the
“Crossroads of Peace” project, initi-
ated by the Government of Armenia,
which aims to unlock the full connec-
tivity and infrastructure potential of
the South Caucasus.

Yerevan, Marseille Sign Declaration on
Establishment of “Fraternal Ties”

The 30-year partnership between
Yerevan and Marseille partnership is
expected to gain new momentum after
the Mayors of the two countries signed
a declaration on establishment of “fra-
ternal ties.”

“The interstate relations of Ar-
menia and France are stronger than
ever, they are based on the centuries-
old friendship and common values ??of
the Armenian and French peoples, and
therefore, Yerevan-Marseille coopera-
tion and friendship are also stronger
than ever,” Yerevan Mayor Tigran
Avinyan said as he hosted Mayor Benofit
Payan at the City Hall.

Avinyan said the new document
strengthens the partnership based on
mutual respect, historical memory and
a common vision for development.

“Our cities face the same chal-

lenges. Both in Yerevan and in
Marseille, we strive to build an effec-
tive, cohesive and people-oriented ur-
ban environment,” noted Tigran
Avinyan.

In turn, Marseille Mayor Benoit
Payan noted that Yerevan holds a spe-
cial place for Marseille, and empha-
sized that the document will provide an
opportunity to go further.

“Our cities have intertwined des-
tinies. We will continue to create hand
in hand, helping each other, and we
must be able to advance our joint
solutions that will build our bright
future. This declaration should be able
to keep Marseille and Yerevan alive.
The Armenians who survived the Geno-
cide brought them to France not only
their eternal grief, but also their eternal
culture,” the Mayor said.
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Iranian-Armenian Organizations Condemn
Incident Targeting Armenian Embassy Delegation
at Genocide Memorial Event in Tehran

TEHRAN — Several Armenian
organizations operating in Iran have
condemned an incident that took place
during a commemorative event in
Tehran marking the 110th anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide. They are
calling on other Armenian institutions
and the Armenian members of Iran’s
Parliament to also denounce the act.

The joint statement was issued
by the Armenian Sports and Cultural
Complex “Raffi,” the Iranian-Arme-
nian National and Cultural Union, the
Armenian “Ashkharhates” Centers of
the Zeytoun and Sasun districts, and
the Arax weekly newspaper. It was
addressed to the religious and na-
tional institutions of the Iranian-Ar-
menian community, their subsidiary
bodies, committees, church coun-
cils, as well as to the social, eco-
nomic, cultural, and sports unions
and all members of the Iranian-Ar-
menian community.

“As part of the events commemo-
rating the 110th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide, during the annual
wreath-laying ceremony in Tehran,
the wreath donated by the diplomatic
staff ofthe Armenian Embassy—deco-
rated with the name, flag, and coat of
arms of the Republic of Armenia—
disappeared from the Genocide Me-
morial site before the start of the cer-
emony. It was later found torn apart,
with its symbols ripped off and scat-
tered on the ground. During the wreath-
laying, as the Armenian Embassy del-
egation approached the memorial, two
or three women suddenly pushed past
security guards and lunged toward the
delegation, attempting to forcibly
snatch the flowers from the Ambassa-
dor, his wife, and accompanying offi-

cials by hitting their hands,” the state-
ment said.

It further noted that later, a group
of individuals began chanting offen-
sive slogans directed at the Armenian
authorities.

The organizations called on all
Armenian institutions in Iran and the
Armenian members of Iran’s Parlia-
ment to denounce the incident and take
action to ensure that such acts are
properly addressed.

“The Genocide commemoration
ceremonies, which are symbols of our
national unity, cannot be turned into
their opposite by the immoral actions
of ignorant individuals. Those who
committed this crime may not under-
stand the gravity of their actions—
such people are often incapable of
grasping the seriousness of such mat-
ters. But it is the serious responsibility
of every conscious Armenian to pre-
vent such ugly and ignorant acts.

We, the undersigned organiza-
tions, strongly condemn this vile and
treacherous act and call upon the
two Armenian members of Iran’s
Parliament—especially Mr. Ara
Shahverdyan, who also chairs the
Iran-Armenia Parliamentary Friend-
ship Group in the Islamic Consulta-
tive Assembly—as well as the Repre-
sentative Assembly of the Armenian
Diocese of Tehran, the Diocesan
Council, the organizing committee of
the 110th anniversary events, and all
Armenians who have a conscience
regarding the desecration of national
values, to forcefully condemn this in-
cident and to take appropriate mea-
sures to ensure itis properly addressed,
preventing such misguided actions from
continuing,” the statement concluded.

Supporting Armenia Means Supporting

Continued from page 1

tal rights enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

In Armenia, freedom of speech
and the press are guaranteed under
Article 27 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Armenia:

“Everyone has the right to freely
express their opinion. No one shall be
compelled to renounce or change their

opinion. Everyone has the right to
freedom of speech, including the free-
dom to seek, receive, and disseminate
information and ideas by any means of
information, regardless of state bor-
ders.

The freedom of the press and
other media is guaranteed. The proce-
dures for the operation and responsi-
bility of mass media shall be defined by
law.”

Saturday, May 10, 2025

Egypt, India, Armenia and More: 7 Oldest
Countries that Still Exist — WEON News

While borders and governments
change all the time, several regions
have retained cultural, political, or
societal identities for thousands of
years, Indian WEON News writes.
It lists the seven oldest countries in
the world that still exist, including
Armenia.

The other countries on the list
are Egypt, Iran, China, San Marino,
India and Japan.

“Legends date Armenia’s ori-
gins to 2492 BCE, but archaeologi-
cal finds confirm a Bronze Age pres-
ence. The Kingdom of Urartu was a
key early state. Armenia’s adoption
of Christianity in 301 CE reinforced
its identity, which survived centu-
ries of occupation until independence
in 1991,” WEON News writes.

List of some of other oldest
countries that still exist.

Egypt : Unified around 3100
BCE by King Narmer, the ancient
Egypt’s organised statehood is
marked by the Old Kingdom and its
iconic pyramids. Though later it was
ruled by Persians, Greeks, and Ar-
abs, but Egypt’s civilisational conti-
nuity remains strong.

Iran: Iran’s roots trace back to
the Elamite civilisation around 3200
BCE. It gained prominence through
the Achaemenid Empire (550-330
BCE) founded by Cyrus the Great.
One of the world’s earliest cities,
Susa, and enduring Persian culture
define Iran’s historical continuity.
The cultural and political identity of
Iran has persisted through various

dynasties, invasions, and transfor-
mations, including its modern estab-
lishment as an Islamic Republic in
1979.

China: While the debated Xia
Dynasty is dated to around 2070
BCE, the Shang Dynasty (c. 1600
BCE) is the earliest confirmed Chi-
nese state according to the records.
China’s cultural continuity—through
its language, philosophy, and its tra-
ditions—has persisted despite sev-
eral dynastic changes and invasions,
such as the Mongol conquest in the
13th century.

San Marino: Founded by Saint
Marinus in 301 CE, San Marino is
often cited as the oldest sovereign
republic. It has maintained autonomy
through diplomacy and isolation. Its
constitution, adopted in 1600, is still
in use, making it the world’s oldest
existing constitutional framework.

India: The Indus Valley
Civilisation (c. 2500 BCE) marks the
beginning of urban culture in India.
The Vedic period shaped early Hindu
traditions. Though modern India
emerged in 1947, its civilisational
heritage—spanning millennia—con-
tinues to influence the present.

Japan: Japan’s imperial line tra-
ditionally begins with Emperor
Jimmu in 660 BCE, based on ancient
chronicles. While this date lacks ar-
chaeological proof, the Kofun pe-
riod (c. 250 CE) reveals early
centralised rule. Japan’s monarchy
remains the oldest hereditary insti-
tution still in existence.

Armenia Significantly Improves Its Ranking

Continued frompage 1

editorial policies.”

At the same time, the organiza-
tion acknowledges that despite a plu-
ralistic media environment, Arme-
nian media remains polarized. In its
report, released on the eve of World
Press Freedom Day, Reporters With-
out Borders states that Armenia faces
an unprecedented level of
disinformation and hate speech,
driven by domestic political tensions,

border security challenges, and the
country’s complex geopolitical po-
sition between Russia and the Euro-
pean Union.

The state of press freedom in
the country was assessed as satis-
factory, with Armeniaranking ahead
of all its neighboring countries.
Moldova follows Armenia, though it
has worsened its position this year.
Norway has topped the index for
several years, while Estonia ranks
second this year.
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“Microhistories in Armenian Studies”
Vol. 22 Published

FRESNO — The Armenian Stud-
ies Program at Fresno State has an-
nounced the release of its latest publi-
cation, Microhistories in Armenian
Studies, volume 22 in the Armenian
Series of The Press at California State
University, Fresno.

Based on five probing papers
delivered at an international confer-
ence organized by Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian of the Armenian Studies
Program and Dr. Umit Kurt in 2023,
this volume showcases new themes
and innovative approaches in contem-
porary Armenian Studies: Armenian
refugees during the Syrian Great Re-
volt in 1925-1926 (Victoria
Abrahamyan), the life and travails of
Ottoman agronomist Ohannes Toros
Doumanian (Samuel Dolbee), the eco-
nomic destruction of Aintab Arme-
nians during WWI (Umit Kurt), the
liquidation of Armenian Community
Leaders from Sivas at Kotii Han in
1915 (Robert Sukiasyan), and a re-
ported battle in Morenig, 1915 (Ara
Sarafian).

“I was pleased with the original
conference in 2023, and even more so
with the articles which are appearing in
this publication,” said Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian of the Armenian Studies
Program and general editor of the Arme-
nian Series. “Such projects push the
boundaries of Armenian Studies.”

MICROHISTORIES
IN ARMENIAN STUDIES

Previous conferences and publi-
cations include The State of the Art of
the Early Turkish Republic: Historiog-
raphy, Sources and Future Directions,
The Committee of Union and Progress:
Founders, Ideology, and Structure,
and Armenians and Kurds in the Late
Ottoman Empire.

Microhistories in Armenian Stud-
ies is available for purchase through
Abril Bookstore: https://
www.abrilbooks.com/microhistories-
in-armenian-studies.html or NAASR
Bookstore: https://naasr.org/products/
microhistories-in-armenian-studies or
on Amazon.

Saturday, May 10, 2025

European People’s Party Congress Adopts

Continued from page 2

Lexmann (Slovakia) and Rasa
Jukneviciene (Lithuania), also wel-
comed the Armenian government’s
“Crossroads of Peace” initiative.

The EPP highly valued Armenia’s
recent adoption of a law concerning
the process of Armenia’s accession to
the European Union, which lays the
foundation for deepening Armenia’s
European integration.

“This step reaffirms the Arme-
nian people’s ongoing commitment to
strengthening democracy and the rule
of law in the country and sets a clea
path toward deeper integration with
the EU,” the resolution stated.

Additionally, the resolution un-
derscored that continuous political dia-
logue and reforms in the fields of
democracy, rule of law, and human
rights remain key tools for bringing
Armenia closer to the EU, with the
prospect of future membership.

The EPP resolution encourages
Armenia to continue its progress in
implementing the Comprehensive and
Enhanced Partnership Agreement
(CEPA), including achievements in the
field of democratic reforms, while also
seeking closer cooperation with EU
Member States. The suspension of
Armenia’s participation in the Collec-
tive Security Treaty Organization CSTO
announced in August 2024 and the
recent adoption of a bill committing to

a European path for Armenia mark a
historic shift of the country’s geopo-
litical strategy and are clear signs of
dedication to engage further in the
process of European integration.

“This turning point reflects
Armenia’s readiness to disentangle it-
self from the Kremlin’s orbit and pur-
sue a future aligned with European
values. The EPP recognizes these vi-
sionary steps, which outline a sover-
eign, secure and democratic future
independent of former imperial depen-
dencies,” the resolution reads.

“We fully support efforts to
expand our economic and trade rela-
tions in view of decreasing Armenia’s
dependency on the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EEU), and we com-
mend the prolongation of the man-
date of the EU’s civilian mission in
Armenia (EUMA) as a facilitator of
peace and s

The Party recalls the need for
remaining prisoners of war to be im-
mediately and unconditionally released,
and recalls the guaranteed right of
return of the ethnic Armenians to
Nagorno-Karabakh. “These steps re-
flect a genuine commitment to peace,
stability and cooperation in the South
Caucasus. Therelease of political pris-
oners and the creation of robust guar-
antees for cultural, religious and civil
rights across the region would be
seen as a natural next phase of the
dialogue,” the EPP says.

AGBU

the homeland.

DISCOVER ARMENIA
YOUTH PROGRAM

Who Can Join?

Armenian youth from all over the world, ages 15-18,
eager to be engaged in the community service projects
and immerse themselves in their heritage and culture in

Program Dates

Summer Session 1
JUNE 19-JULY 6

Apply by: MAY | 15 | 2025

Summer Session 2
JULY 30 - AUGUST 16

Apply by: JUN | 15 | 2025

Book Your Spot agbu.org/discover-armenia
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Homenmen Ladies Auxiliary

Of all the special joys in life,
The big ones and the small,
A mother's love and tenderness
Is the greatest of them all.

‘Mappy Mother's Day

Mother's Day Celebration

Luncheon & DJ

SATURDAY MAY 10, 2025

11 AM
Special Guest Violinist
Shant Tanielian
_ Karine 818-324-0574
JAAAAAN RESTAURANT Knarig 626-491-7899
145 N ARTSAKH AVE, GLENDALE, CA 91206 Donation $100
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ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL BENEVOLENT UNION
ZU3uuyuu urpUuUL PUrGURrUYUL UPNREPRL

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

For eligibility and to apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG

Questions? Call 626-344-7321

AEBU SCHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE
1060 N. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA 91104
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AGBU

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENE
LOS ANGELES SPECIAL EVENIS [I[]MMIITE[

Ab

AGBU LA Special Events Committee
& Tekeyan Cultural Association, LA Chapter

are honored to Invite you to
a lecture by renowned Attorney

ROUPEN AVSHARIAN

“Syria - Post Assad Environment
& the Syrian Armenians”

Uniphw: S6n-Uuwunbwi bpwyhtwl
nL Uhphwhwniphiup

©

THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2025 AT 7:00PM
AGBU VATCHE & TAMAR MANOUKIAN CULTURAL CENTER
2495 E MOUNTAIN ST., PASADENA, CA 91104

Reception to follow - Free Entry . Chipwuhpniphit - Unuinpp wquin
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