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Pan-Turkic Movements Support the
“Zangezur Corridor,” Says Top Advisor to
Iran’s Supreme Leader

TEHRAN — The “Zangezur Cor-
ridor” project is supported by certain
pan-Turkic movements, according to
Ali Akbar Velayati, the top advisor to
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Khamenei on international affairs.

“The United States and Israel aim
to harm Iran’s national security
through the so-called ‘Zangezur Cor-
ridor’ project,” Velayati declared yes-
terday.

According to the senior Iranian
official, the project hides a broader
geopolitical agenda under the guise of
the “Zangezur Corridor.” “The real
objective is to weaken the ‘Axis of
Resistance,” sever Iran’s connection
to the Caucasus, and impose a land
blockade against Iran and Russia from
the south,” he explained.

Velayati claims the project is sup-
ported not only by NATO and the
United States—seeking to shift pres-
sure from Ukraine to the Caucasus—
but also by “certain pan-Turkic move-
ments.”

Speaking about the geopolitical
goals of the corridor promoted by
Azerbaijan and Turkey, Velayati em-
phasized that Tehran has opposed these
moves from the outset, making its
position clear and firm. “Iran has de-
ployed forces to the border and con-
ducted preventive military exercises to
demonstrate that national security is a
red line for the country,” he said.

Velayati added that instead of

responding passively, Iran has adopted
an “active prevention” strategy, which
he described as a smart and calculated
approach.

Addressing the broader topic of
“expanding transportation routes,” Ira-
nian officials stated that “such plans
must not contradict national sover-
eignty and territorial integrity, nor
should they lead to any changes in the
region’s geopolitics or internationally
recognized borders.”

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
person also commented on the in-
volvement of external powers in re-
gional developments, saying Iran has
clearly stated that such foreign inter-
ference does not benefit the region’s
security or development.

Armenian Government Denies Periodista
Digital Report on Unblocking
Communications in the South Caucasus

YEREVAN — The Government
of the Republic of Armenia has denied
the publication by Periodista Digital
regarding the unblocking of communi-
cations in the South Caucasus.

According to the government,
certain media outlets have cited a July
22 publication presented as news,
which in reality is another manifesta-
tion of hybrid warfare and manipula-
tive propaganda. This disinformation
piece was published on a website called
Periodista Digital, a platform of ques-
tionable origin that has repeatedly been
criticized for using fake identities and
disseminating manipulative and unsub-
stantiated content.

“The article in question has no
connection to reality. The Republic of
Armenia’s positions on unblocking
regional transport infrastructure are
clearly outlined in the ‘Crossroads of
Peace’ project. Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan gave an extensive overview
of the matter during his July 16 press
conference.

Periodista Digital

Further clarifications were also
provided by the Prime Minister’s spokes-
person, Nazeli Baghdasaryan, in a July
21 interview with Armenpress. Any in-
formation contradicting the content of
these official statements cannot be con-
sidered accurate.

We urge media outlets and the
public to refrain from spreading such
misinformation and to rely solely on
official and trustworthy sources,” the
statement reads.

U.S. Proposal to Lease Syunik Corridor
Deemed Unacceptable by Armenian Side

o - &
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YEREVAN—The Armenian gov-
ernment has rejected a U.S. proposal
to lease a land corridor that would
connect Azerbaijan to its Nakhichevan
exclave through Armenia, according
to Arman Yeghoyan, a lawmaker from
the ruling party.

In an interview with Factor TV,
Yeghoyan stated that the idea of leas-
ing the corridor was unacceptable to
the Armenian side, as it was viewed as
a threat to the country’s sovereignty.

“We’re talking about sovereignty,
delegation of authority — but to whom,
and what exactly would we be delegat-
ing?” Yeghoyan said.

When asked whether there was
indeed a leasing proposal, the Civil
Contract party MP responded: “The

Americans did have such an idea, but
it was not acceptable to us... because
we saw a danger of compromising our
sovereignty.” Accordingto Yeghoyan,
the proposal is no longer on the nego-
tiating table.

The U.S. Ambassador to Tur-
key, Thomas Barrack, revealed on July
11 that Washington had proposed a
100-year lease of the proposed trans-
port link as part of efforts to facilitate
a peace agreement between the two
South Caucasus nations. Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan’s press secretary,
Nazeli Baghdasarian, dismissed the pos-
sibility on July 14, noting that Arme-
nian law only permits the lease of
agricultural land for farming or graz-
ing purposes.

French National Assembly Introduces
Resolution Urging Increased Pressure on Azetbaijan

PARIS — A resolution has been
introduced in the French National As-
sembly calling on the French govern-
ment and the European Union to inten-
sify pressure on Azerbaijan to acceler-
ate the signing of a peace agreement
with Armenia and to secure the release
of Armenian prisoners illegally held in
Baku.

The resolution was co-authored
by Laurent Wauquiez, President of the
“Republican Right” parliamentary

group and Chair of the France-Arme-
nia Friendship Group, along with
Alexandre Martin, Vice-Chair of the
same group.

The resolution states that France
has a historical and political role to play
in supporting Armenia’s efforts to-
ward achieving regional peace. As a
friend of Armenia, a permanent mem-
ber of the UN Security Council, and a

Continued on page3
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We Must Continue Learning and Never Fear
Innovation or Advanced Technologies —
President of Armenia

SEVAN — With the co-financing
of the Government of the Republic of
Armenia, the “Government Day” event
was held on July 20-26 within the
framework of the “Sevan Startup Sum-
mit 2025.” The event, themed “Inno-
vative Governance: Solutions for the
Future,” was organized by the Minis-
try of High-Tech Industry and at-
tended by representatives of the Arme-
nian government, as well as members
of various diplomatic missions accred-
ited in Armenia.

President of Armenia Vahagn
Khachaturyan, speaking at the event,
noted that he first had the opportu-
nity to meet the organizers of the
Sevan Startup Summit in 2021 when
he served as the Minister of High-
Tech Industry. At that time, he led
the sector and, in his own words,
could not have imagined the scale of
what he witnessed at the event this
year.

“Particularly in an open environ-
ment of discussions involving young
people, we can undoubtedly achieve
greater results. We can also explore
opportunities for cooperation in the
context of COP-17. On behalf of the
Prime Minister and government part-
ners, I can affirm that the programs
being implemented and the future we

envision are impossible without mod-
ern technological advancements. The
key question is how the state can
participate and be of help. The most
critical issue at all times in economic
development has been the role of the
state. In today’s high-tech era, espe-
cially now, it’s more important than
ever to determine where the state is
positioned. The best solution is strong
cooperation between the state and the
private sector,” said President
Khachaturyan.

“When we examine our human
and educational potential, it becomes
clear that our greatest challenge in the
coming years will be the need for
continuous learning. We should never
be afraid of any innovation. One of the
greatest challenges humanity faces
today is artificial intelligence, which
may seem intimidating because we
cannot see or touch it. However, if we
look at human history—especially since
the industrial revolution—we see that
people also struggled to adapt to
progress back then. It’s vital to under-
stand that the future development of
humanity will be impossible without
artificial intelligence. The challenges it
presents must be addressed with con-
crete solutions,” Khachaturyan con-
cluded.

Justice Minister: Armenia Not Obliged to
Comply with Stockholm Arbitration Order

YEREVAN — Armenia may not
comply with a decision by the
Stockholm arbitration tribunal that
blocks the Armenian government
from proceeding with the national-
ization of a major electricity pro-
vider owned by Russian-Armenian
businessman Samvel Karapetyan,
Justice Minister Srbuhi Galyan said
on Thursday.

According to the minister, in
disputes related to ENA, the bilateral
investment treaty applies, and there
is a clear procedure for recognizing
arbitration decisions under this
agreement.

“The party has the full right
and legal opportunity to appeal to the
Armenian national courts to have the
arbitration decision recognized, and
only then can it become subject to
mandatory enforcement. Under do-

mestic legislation, there is a possi-
bility to reject enforcement of such
a decision if it contradicts public
order,” Galyan stated.

The minister noted that the ap-
pointment of a temporary adminis-
trator to ENA served a different pur-
pose than what is described in the
opposing party’s claim.

“The aim was to prevent a po-
tential crisis that genuinely posed a
threat to us,” the minister explained.

On Tuesday, the SCC ruled
that Armenia must halt any ef-
forts to implement the new legis-
lation or confiscate the company,
warning that such actions would
impair the family’s ability to re-
cover damages if they ultimately
lose control of ENA. The ruling is
legally binding on the Armenian
government.
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Armenian Foreign Ministry Accuses Russia
Today and Radio Liberty of Spreading
Identical False Claims About Syunik Corridor

YEREVAN — Press Secretary of
the Armenian Foreign Ministry, Ani
Badalyan, accused Russia Today and
Radio Liberty of actively disseminat-
ing identical false narratives regarding
Armenia’s transport route through the
Syunik region.

Atthe same time, Badalyan ques-
tioned whether the situation bordered
on fiction.

“This synchronicity — which ini-
tially seemed incredible and reminiscent
of a fantasy novel — is evident not only
in the titles and content of the materials
published almost simultaneously by Rus-
sia Today and Radio Liberty, but also in
the identical photo collages they used.
It’s difficult to consider this a mere
coincidence,” she said.

According to Badalyan, the “in-
formation” presented in these publica-
tions has no basis in reality and is
viewed by Yerevan as part of a hybrid
war targeting the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of the Republic of
Armenia.

“Radio Liberty outdid itself yes-
terday — disregarding even basic geo-
graphic knowledge — by referencing
non-existent territories and names
within Armenia. Let us recall that the
Republic of Armenia includes aregion
called Syunik, and using alternative
toponyms calls into question respect
for Armenia’s territorial integrity,” she
added.

Badalyan also noted the troubling
pattern of such materials being pub-
lished without prior consultation or
clarification with the Armenian For-
eign Ministry.

“Another article published on
Radio Liberty‘s website that same day
stated that ‘the Foreign Ministry press
secretary was unavailable today,” de-

spite the fact that I immediately con-
tacted the coordinator of the relevant
publication, expressed official dissat-
isfaction with the Syunik report, and
demanded its removal.”

She concluded by posing a rhe-
torical question:

“Unprofessionalism, deliberate
manipulation, or a lack of journalistic
integrity? We leave it to the readers to
decide — although to us, the answer is
clear: all of the above.”

In closing, Badalyan advised that
rather than deleting posts after criti-
cism, media outlets should consider
the consequences in advance. Her
Facebook post included screenshots
of the publications in question.

Radio Liberty had posted a video
on its X (formerly Twitter) page re-
garding the so-called “Zangezur Corri-
dor.” The caption read:

“Iran fears it, Turkey dreams of
it, and the U.S. wants to be part of it.
Welcome to Zangezur.”

The video echoed Azerbaijani state
narratives. After facing backlash, the
post was deleted.

Over 160,000 People Participate in Vardavar
Festivities Across Armenia

YEREVAN — Over 160,000
people participated in Vardavar cel-
ebrations across the country, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Interior.

The data is based on calculations
from most active public areas.

The ministry said that police and
rescue service personnel were on high
alert throughout the day to ensure
safety and security. Most large-scale
celebrations took place in Yerevan and

Gyumri, as well as in the provinces of
Gegharkunik, Tavush, and Kotayk.

“The presence of 160,000 people in
public spaces, including over 50,000 just
on the shores of Lake Sevan, is no doubt
partly due to the reforms implemented by
our Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Never before has the Police had
such widespread presence across the

Continued on page4



Massis Weekly

Saturday, August 2, 2025

Economic Indicators in Armenia Show
Growth in January—June 2025
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YEREVAN — In the first half of
this year, Armenia’s economic activity
index exceeded the previous year’s
figure by 6.3%.

This information was included in
the latest summary published by the
Statistical Committee of the Republic
of Armenia.

In June, the index was 8.8%
higher than the previous month and
showed an 8.6% increase compared to
June 2024.

The volume of industrial produc-
tion for January—June 2025 was 12.1%
lower than the same period in 2024,
totaling AMD 1 trillion 257 billion 746.6
million. However, in June alone, pro-
duction rose by 2.5%, amounting to
AMD 226 billion 899.7 million. Com-
pared to June 2024, this represents a
1.2% decrease.

Gross agricultural output in the
first six months of 2025 exceeded the
same period last year by 7.3%, reach-
ing an estimated AMD 316 billion 87.7
million.

Construction volumes grew by
18.5% in January—June 2025 com-
pared to the same period last year,
totaling AMD 224 billion 871.5 million.
In June, compared to May, there was
a 21.1% increase. Compared to June
2024, growth stood at 22.6%. In June
2025, construction activities amounted
to AMD 59 billion 408.2 million.

Trade turnover from January to
June increased by 3.9% compared to

the same period last year, totaling AMD
2 trillion 953 billion 471.8 million. In
June, it grew by 6.2% compared to
May, amounting to AMD 549 billion
356.9 million. Compared to June 2024,
this reflects a 2.8% increase.

The volume of services (exclud-
ing trade) in the first half of 2025 rose
by 9.8% compared to the same period
last year, reaching AMD 1 trillion 812
billion 346.1 million. In June, this vol-
ume grew by 1.3% over May, totaling
AMD 322 billion 828 million. Com-
pared to June 2024, this represents an
8.2% increase.

The consumer price index for
January—June was 3.1% higher than
the same period in 2024. In June,
prices dropped by 1.3% compared to
May but were up by 3.9% compared to
June of the previous year.

The industrial product price in-
dex for January—June increased by
2.1% compared to the same period last
year. In June, prices rose by 0.3%
compared to May and by 2.5% com-
pared to June 2024.

Electricity production in the first
six months of this year was 0.8%
higher than in the same period of the
previous year, totaling 4 billion 325.6
million kilowatt-hours. In June, pro-
duction increased by 6.3% over May,
reaching 616.2 million kWh, which is
1.7% higher than in June 2024.

No data was provided regarding
the average monthly nominal salary.

French National Assembly Introduces

Continued from page 1

key actor in implementing the Euro-
pean Neighborhood Policy, France is
well positioned to take action. In this
context, the resolution underscores
the necessity of signing a strategic
partnership agreement between Arme-
nia and France, grounded in shared
values of democracy, human rights,
security, and development.

The resolution also demands the
immediate release of Armenian prison-
ers of war and other detainees held in
Azerbaijan, stressing that the ongoing
sham trials against them are part of a
broader, systematic Azerbaijani policy
aimed at eliminating the Armenian popu-

lation, destroying Armenian cultural
and spiritual heritage in all territories
under Azerbaijani control, and denying
Armenia’s existence.

Given these circumstances, the
French parliamentarians’ resolution
urges the French government and the
European Union to increase pressure
on Azerbaijan to expedite the peace
agreement with Armenia and to release
the Armenian prisoners. It also calls on
the French government to finalize and
promptly sign the strategic coopera-
tion agreement with Armenia and urges
the EU to expand its political, eco-
nomic, military, educational, scien-
tific, and cultural cooperation with
Armenia.

www.massispost.com

Louvre Artworks to Be Displayed in Armenia

YEREVAN — Armenian Minis-
ter of Education, Science, Culture,
and Sport Zhanna Andreasyan met with
the Ambassador of France, Olivier
Decottignies.

Praising the longstanding and
friendly relationship between Armenia
and France, the minister reaffirmed
Armenia’s commitment to strengthen-
ing cooperation in the fields of educa-
tion, science, culture, youth, and
sports, according to a press release
from the ministry.

She highlighted joint initiatives,
particularly a training program for
French language teachers. More than
240 educators have participated in the
program, which is being carried out in
collaboration with the French Embassy.

The two sides also discussed
cultural cooperation, including the
Colors and Lights of Armenian Im-
pressionism exhibition at the Barbizon
Cultural Center in France, featuring
works from the National Gallery of
Armenia’s collection.

They addressed organizational

matters related to the upcoming exhi-
bition at the History Museum of Arme-
nia, organized in partnership with the
Louvre. More than a dozen exhibits
from the Louvre will be transported to
Armenia for the event.

“We consider this cooperation
not only a significant cultural mile-
stone but also a practical step toward
capacity building and the professional
development of our museums,”
Andreasyan said.

Ambassador Decottignies praised
the dynamic, mutually beneficial, and
productive collaboration based on
mutual trust and shared values be-
tween the two nations.

He reaffirmed France’s commit-
ment to further strengthening coop-
eration, launching new initiatives, and
deepening the partnership.

The discussion also included the
activities of the French University in
Armenia, the Anatole France French
Lyceum, and the continued develop-
ment of French language programs in
public schools.

Armenian Students Win Gold and Two
Bronze Medals at the 36th International
Biology Olympiad

YEREVAN— Armenia’s student
team won one gold and two bronze
medals at the 36th International Biol-
ogy Olympiad (IBO), held from July
20 to 27 in Quezon City, Philippines,
according to the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Science, Culture, and Sport.

The Armenian delegation con-
sisted of four high school students:
Tatev Simonyan and Ara Melkonyan,
both 12th graders at Quantum College;
Areg Galstyan, an 11th grader at the A.
Shahinyan Physics and Mathematics
School; and Eva Mirzoyan, an 11th
grader at Heratsi High School.

During the Olympiad, participants
completed two theoretical and four
experimental tasks in fields such as

biomedical sciences, cellular and mo-
lecular biology, ecology and classifi-
cation, and microbiology.

Tatev Simonyan earned a gold
medal, while Ara Melkonyan and Areg
Galstyan each received bronze medals.

The team was led by Vahagn
Gevorgyan (Quantum College) and
Meri Hovsepyan (Ayb Educational
Foundation).

This year’s competition brought
together over 300 participants from 77
countries, with each country permit-
ted to send up to four students.

At last year’s 35th International
Biology Olympiad, held in
Kazakhstan’s capital, the Armenian
team earned two bronze medals.
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AMAA’s 106th Annual Meeting Banquet
“Faithful to Our Legacy” to Be Held
in Los Angeles

PARAMUS, NJ — The 106th An-
nual Meeting Banquet of the Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA) will take place on October
18, 2025, at the Jonathan Club in Los
Angeles, CA. The event will mark the
conclusion of the Association’s 106th
Annual Meeting, which will be held
earlier in the day at the Armenian
Church of the Nazarene in Glendale,
CA.

The Banquet Committee has an-
nounced the theme of the evening:
“Faithful to Our Legacy.” This year’s
Banquet will honor Dr. Nazareth E.
Darakjian, former President of the
Association’s Board of Directors.

LindaKay Abdulian, President/
CEO of the National Raisin Company
in Fresno, CA, will serve as Master of
Ceremonies. She is a current AMAA
Board member and has been actively
involved with the Association for over
25 years.

“When you give your time and
talents to the AMAA, you make a
difference in the lives of all those who

ing the AMAA in various roles.”

The AMAA was established in
1918 in response to the devastation of
the Armenian Genocide, with the mis-
sion of supporting survivors by re-
establishing Armenian Evangelical com-
munities, churches, and schools in the
Near East. For the past 107 years, it
has remained Faithful to its Legacy.

are helped through this Association,”
says Mrs. Abdulian. “The AMAA’s
generational reputation among the Ar-
menian and Christian communities is
reflected in the devotion, integrity,
accountability, and stewardship of its
leadership. We have been blessed with
many dedicated men and women serv-

The AMAA has rebuilt, built, estab-
lished, and strengthened churches,
schools, and communities around the
world. The Association stands firmly
on three foundational pillars: Evange-
lism, Education, and Humanitarianism.

Evangelism
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of service, the AMAA has followed the
call to put faith into action by serving
both the physical and spiritual needs of
people around the world.

Education

For decades, the AMAA hasbeen
a cornerstone of Armenian education,
supporting 22 educational institutions
worldwide. These schools offer a rich
educational, spiritual, and cultural en-
vironment to more than 3,000 students
each year.

The AMAA has founded, co-
founded, and supported schools and
universities across Armenia, the Middle
East, and North America including
Haigazian University in Beirut, Leba-
non—the only Armenian university in
the Diaspora which celebrates its 70th
anniversary this year.

Humanitarianism

From conflicts in the Middle East
to current challenges in Armenia, the
AMAA has provided consistent hu-
manitarian support. Inspired by Christ’s
example, it has raised funds, devel-
oped programs, and delivered medical,
social, and financial aid to thousands
of vulnerable families, individuals, and
children in need.

“With God’s grace, we will con-
tinue to be Faithful to our Legacy by
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providing financial aid to Armenian
Evangelical schools; investing in youth
and health ministries; helping churches
proclaim the eternal hope we have in
Christ; contributing to the Armenian
Children’s Milk Fund and Summer
Camps; and supporting displaced
Artsakh families as they integrate and
thrive in Armenia,” said Serge D.
Buchakjian, CEO/Executive Director
of the AMAA.

The 106th Annual Meeting Ban-
quet will take place on Saturday, Octo-
ber 18, 2025, at the Jonathan Club,
located at 545 S. Figueroa Street, Los
Angeles, CA 90071. The evening will
begin with a social hour at 6:00 p.m.,
followed by the Banquet at 7:00 p.m.
The Banquet program will feature vid-
eos highlighting the work ofthe AMAA
and a tribute to Honoree Dr. Nazareth
Darakjian. Guests can look forward to
a fun and engaging evening, including
a special musical performance.

For more information or to make
reservations, please contactthe AMAA
Headquarters in Paramus, NJ at
201.265.2607 or visitamaa.org/events.

Louisa Janbazian,
AMAA Public Relations/Com-
munications Coordinator

Over 160,000 People Participate in Vardavar

Continued from page 2

entire Republic as it does now, thanks
to the introduction of the Patrol Police.
This includes the Water Patrol Service
operating on and around Lake Sevan—
a service unprecedented in the history
of the Republic of Armenia.

Families totaling 160,000 people
went out to celebrate Vardavar in pub-
lic places, with greater confidence that
those who live by a criminal mentality
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no longer hold dominant influence in
our country and cannot disrupt the
positive atmosphere.

In this context, the invisible but
critical role of the National Security
Service (NSS) in ensuring public safety
is also worth highlighting.

And here is the result: 160,000
people, including foreign visitors, and
not a single serious violation of public
order.”. PM Nikol Pahinyan said in a
facebook post.
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