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Mirzoyan: Peace Is a Process Requiring Care,
Caution, and Reciprocity

YEREVAN — “Peace has been
established, but we are still at the very
beginning of the road. Peace is a long
process—it requires care and atten-
tion, and it demands caution in every
word spoken and in every document
circulated,” said Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan during a National As-
sembly—Government Q&A session, ad-
dressing the Washington agreements
and the various speculations surround-
ing them.

He emphasized that one cannot
ignore the long history of hostility and
bloodshed between the two nations.
“Even if we sign a peace treaty in the
near future, we cannot yet say that
peace has been fully secured. Put sim-
ply, for now, the sides are not firing at
each other, the risk of escalation is
close to zero, and the risk of open
conflict is near zero as well. However,
challenges remain—including the is-
sue of prisoners of war,” Mirzoyan
noted.

Speaking in the same session,
Mirzoyan also highlighted that Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan are currently work-
ing on the process of unblocking re-
gional communications. He noted that
upcoming discussions will intensify
with American partners to assess the
technical conditions of Armenia’s rail-
way system and other infrastructure.

“We have stated that nothing has
been agreed upon beyond what is writ-
ten and published. Therefore, many
technical issues remain to be nego-

tiated. It is in our interest to imple-
ment the process as quickly as pos-
sible and to reach unblocking with-
out delay. People often talk about
Azerbaijan’s passage through Ar-
menia to Nakhichevan, but in ex-
actly the same way, under the same
conditions, Armenia itself will also
be unblocked,” Mirzoyan said.

The foreign minister reiterated
that unblocking will take place in ac-
cordance with the principles already
signed with Azerbaijan—respect for
territorial integrity, the inviolability of
borders, sovereignty, jurisdiction, and
reciprocity. “We are working with
the American side, again with the
Azerbaijani side, on the unblocking
process... and there may be updates
regarding border delimitation as well,”
he added.

Rubinyan. Armenia Sees No Reason for
Delay in Opening Armenian-Turkish Borders

YEREVAN — Armenia sees no
reason why Turkey should delay the
opening of borders and the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations with Ar-
menia, stated Ruben Rubinyan,
Armenia’s Special Representative in the
normalization process with Turkey and
Deputy Speaker of the National Assem-
bly, during a briefing with journalists.

Rubinyan is scheduled to meet
his Turkish counterpart, Serdar Kilig,
in Armenia in the coming days. While
he did not disclose the exact date or
location of the talks, he stressed that
the agenda would cover the full spec-
trum of normalization issues.

“l see no reason why Turkey
should delay this issue. At least on the
Armenian side, there is no obstacle or
hesitation. We are ready to have open
borders and established diplomatic re-
lations as early as tomorrow. By the
way, we recently established diplo-
matic relations with Pakistan, which
was also a very significant event. I
hope we will take a similar step with
Turkey,” Rubinyan emphasized.

According to him, if there is po-
litical will, the process can be imple-

mented very quickly.

“On our side, that will definitely
exists, and I am convinced that great
results can be achieved in a short
time,” Rubinyan added.

He underscored that Armenia con-
tinues the normalization process with
Turkey without preconditions and dis-
missed suggestions that Turkey had raised
new conditions in recent rounds of talks.

Continued onpage3

Japan Stresses Importance of Joint Initiatives
with Armenia and Deepening Mutually
Beneficial Cooperation — Shigeru Ishiba

TOKYO —InTokyo, Prime Min-
ister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan met
with Prime Minister of Japan Shigeru
Ishiba.

Prime Minister Ishiba welcomed
Pashinyan’s visit to Japan, stressing
that it provides an excellent opportu-
nity to further develop Armenia—Japan
relations and deepen mutually benefi-
cial cooperation. He noted that Japan
highly values strengthening friendly
ties with Armenia and implementing
joint initiatives across various fields.
Ishiba also welcomed the fact that
Armenia and Azerbaijan have reached
peace, expressing hope that the region
will enjoy lasting and stable peace.

Prime Minister Pashinyan ex-
pressed gratitude for the warm hospi-
tality, emphasizing Armenia’s readi-
ness to give new momentum to Arme-
nia—Japan cooperation. He highlighted
that Armenia attaches great impor-

tance to expanding cooperation with
Japan, particularly in the economic
sphere.

Pashinyan announced that a bi-
lateral business forum is planned in the
near future, which will significantly
contribute to expanding trade and eco-
nomic relations. He expressed confi-
dence that this will lead to a substantial
increase in Japanese commercial in-
vestments in Armenia.

The Armenian leader also under-
lined the cooperation established in re-
cent years between Armenia and Japan
in disaster prevention, human resource
development, infrastructure, and the
promotion of small and medium-sized
enterprises, among other areas. He
praised Japan’s consistent engagement
in Armenia through development and
technical assistance programs.

Continued on page4

Armenia Forfeign Ministry
Issue of Armenian Prisoners of War and
Hostages Raised in Contacts with Azerbaijan

YEREVAN— Theissue of Arme-
nian prisoners of war and hostages ille-
gally held in Azerbaijan remains a priority
for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Armenia, the ministry told Radar Arme-
nia in response to an inquiry.

According to the MFA, this mat-
ter and possible solutions continue to
be discussed not only during contacts
with the Azerbaijani side, where a posi-
tive resolution is expected, but also in
meetings with international partners
on both bilateral and multilateral plat-
forms. In addition, regular meetings
are held with the families of prisoners,
missing persons, and victims of en-
forced disappearances, as well as with
a number of international organiza-
tions, including the delegation of the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC).

Radar Armenia also asked how
communication with Armenian cap-
tives in Baku will be maintained fol-
lowing the suspension of the ICRC
delegation’s activities in Azerbaijan.
The MFA responded that ICRC repre-
sentatives have publicly stated they
will continue cooperating with
Azerbaijan to provide assistance to
persons protected under international
humanitarian law.

The ministry’s reply further em-
phasized that Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
consistently raises the issue of the
release of Armenian prisoners of war
in meetings with international part-
ners. The MFA added that the initial-
ing, and later the signing, of a “Peace
Agreement” would create a favorable
environment for addressing humani-
tarian issues more effectively.
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Million Visitors Have Attended

OSAKA — Armenia’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Ararat Mirzoyan,
addressed the ongoing Expo 2025
World Exhibition in Japan via the X
platform.

“More than one million people
have already visited Armenia’s pavil-
ion at Expo 2025. Our history, culture,
innovation, technology, and overall
prosperity are not only the vision of
Armenia’s development, but also the
key principles underpinning our ef-
forts to deepen cooperation with Ja-
pan. Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s
visit to Japan marked an exceptional
moment in our bilateral relations and
laid new foundations for future part-
nership,” Mirzoyan wrote.

The Armenian pavilion at Expo
2025 will remain open until October
13.

On Friday, Prime Minister
Pashinyan visited the Expo 2025 World
Exhibition, where events dedicated to
Armenia’s National Day were held.
Accompanied by the exhibition orga-
nizers, the Prime Minister toured the

Armenia’s Pavilion at Expo 2025 Osaka

.

various pavilions and left a note in the
guest book of honored visitors. After-
wards, a traditional Japanese tea cer-
emony took place, attended by Prime
Minister Pashinyan, members of the
Armenian delegation, and Japan’s Par-
liamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Hisashi Matsumoto. The Prime
Minister also visited the Armenian pa-
vilion.

Titled “Pillars of Today and To-
morrow,” the Armenian pavilion show-
cases Armenia’s leading innovative
projects, cultural heritage, investment
opportunities, and advanced educa-
tional initiatives. Organizers reported
that since the exhibition’s opening, the
Armenian pavilion has already received
more than one million visitors.

Following this, the opening cer-
emony dedicated to Armenia’s Na-
tional Day was held. The national an-
thems of Armenia and Japan were
performed, after which Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan and Shigetoshi
Ikeyama, Deputy Commissioner Gen-
eral of Expo 2025, delivered speeches.

Armenian National Philharmonic Orchestra

Performs in Persepolis
Armenia—Iran Cultural Ties Rooted in Centuries of History

PERSEPOLIS — As part of the
official visit of Armenia’s Minister of
Education, Science, Culture, and
Sports, Zhanna Andreasyan, to the
Islamic Republic of Iran, an open-air
concert by the Armenian National Phil-
harmonic Orchestra was held today at
the historic Persepolis archaeological
complex.

The unique event was attended
by Minister Zhanna Andreasyan, Iran’s
Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism, and Handicrafts Seyed Reza Salehi

Amiri, Governor of Fars Province
Hossein Ali Amiri, Armenia’s Ambas-
sador to Iran Grigor Hovhannisyan,
and other high-ranking officials.
Before the concert, Minister
Andreasyan, Deputy Minister Artur
Martirosyan, and members of the Ar-
menian delegation toured the Persepolis
site and learned about its history. In
the Hall of Tribute, the Armenian del-
egation was shown the oldest known

Continued on page3
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No Mention of a “Corridor” in the

Washington Declaration, Says Iran’s
Ambassador to Armenia

YEREVAN — Iran’s Ambassa-
dor to Armenia, Mehdi Sobhani, who
is concluding his diplomatic mission in
Yerevan, commented on the document
signed between Armenia and Azerbaijan
in Washington on August 8.

In aninterview with ISCA News,
the ambassador noted that Iran’s five
desired principles—respect for sover-
eignty, respect for territorial integrity,
authority, reciprocity, and the inviola-
bility of borders—were included in the
agreement signed between Yerevan and
Baku.

According to the ambassador,
many experts and members of the
public in Iran have expressed concern
that the creation of a so-called “corri-
dor” could limit Iran’s direct access to
Armenia and the South Caucasus,
which is of great strategic and eco-
nomic importance to the country. Fur-
thermore, the growing presence and
influence of the United States near
Iran’s borders presents yet another
threat to Iran’s interests and national
security, he said.

Sobhani also spoke about the
results of Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian’s recent visit to Arme-
nia:

“Given the escalation of regional
developments, the president’s visit took
place at exactly the right time. It dem-
onstrated that the Caucasus has spe-
cial significance for the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, and that our country is
extremely sensitive when it comes to
its ‘red lines.””

He emphasized that Iran seeks to
continue strengthening relations with

Armenia, and that both Tehran and
Yerevan, with full mutual understand-
ing, are committed to maintaining good
and constructive ties. During the visit,
Iran’s president held very productive
talks with Armenia’s prime minister.
Although the meeting was initially
scheduled for thirty minutes, it lasted
for more than two hours.

The ambassador stated that the
two sides agreed to deepen coopera-
tion atall levels and to maintain mutual
understanding between the two coun-
tries. A total of 12 cooperation agree-
ments were signed.

According to Sobhani, neither
the peace agreement document nor the
Washington declaration signed be-
tween the two countries contains any
reference to a “corridor.” The only
subject discussed was the opening of
transport links that would allow
Azerbaijan access to Nakhichevan,
while in return Armenia would be con-
nected by rail to Julfa in Iran.

Heads of Security of Armenia and France
Meet in Paris, Discuss Cooperation in the

Security Sphere

PARIS — On September 5, dur-
ing a working visit to Paris, Secretary
of Armenia’s Security Council Armen
Grigoryan met with Nicolas Roche,
Secretary General for Defense and
National Security under the Prime Min-
ister of France.

The two officials discussed the
agenda of Armenia—France bilateral
relations, focusing particularly on co-
operation in the field of security. They
addressed areas of collaboration in
cybersecurity and challenges related

to disinformation in the information
environment.

Armen Grigoryan presented the
agreements reached on August 8 re-
garding the unblocking of regional
communications, emphasizing that this
will create broad economic opportuni-
ties for both the region and countries
beyond it.

During the meeting, the sides
also agreed to institutionalize existing
ties between the offices of the two
countries.
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Humanity as the Standard: Ushering in a New Wave of Global Policy and Response to Gaza

TORONTO — The world is
watching in anguish. Humanity, re-
gardless of identity or religion, is tor-
mented watching the live aerial bom-
bardment, the mass killing of thou-
sands, the widespread destruction of
homes and civilian infrastructure, and
the starvation resulting from a manmade
famine imposed on the Palestinian
people. As this unabating devastation
continues to afflict the population, it
cannot be clearer that this is a major
international humanitarian crisis.

Many of us find ourselves at a
crossroads as recognized international
institutions, including the International
Court of Justice, United Nations Spe-
cial Rapporteurs and Independent Ex-
perts, the Office of the High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights (OHCHR),
and the International Association of
Genocide Scholars (IAGS), among
others, invoke a lexicon of terminol-
ogy and principles of international law
originally developed to define the Ho-
locaust in the 1940s to now assess the
current situation in Gaza.

The International Institute for
Genocide and Human Rights Studies, a
division of the Zoryan Institute (The
Institute), acknowledges that recent
criticisms of the state of Israel and its
actions are often conflated with
antisemitism. As Jewish people view
Israel as the bulwark of Zionism, any
criticism of Israel is conflated with the
self-determination of Jewish people,
fostering a rise in antisemitism. Ac-
cordingly, The Institute unequivocally
condemns the global surge in
antisemitism since 2023, and for this
purpose, makes a clear distinction be-
tween Judaism as a religion, Jews as a
people and their self-determination,
and Israel as a state.

That said, The Institute also af-
firms that Palestinian self-determina-
tion must be recognized as an equal
and inalienable human right under in-
ternational law. This right is grounded
in a strong collective identity shaped
by culture, a historical connection to
the land, and decades of displacement,
independent from other Arab govern-
ments and states. Despite this, Israel
has consistently refused to acknowl-
edge the legitimacy of Palestinian claims
to self-determination and dignity.

While The Institute does not pre-
sume to dictate the means of resolu-
tion between Israelis and Palestinians
in which both rights to self-determina-
tion are recognized, it maintains that
any meaningful resolution will require
moving beyond the binary framework
that continues to dominate discourse.
As Mai Al-Nakib writes in the Zoryan
Institute’s academic journal Diaspora:
A Journal of Transnational Studies
(Vol. 14, 2005), there exists a

“treacherous logic that presently divides
not only Palestine and Israel but the entire
global order into East/West, terrorism/
democracy, evil/good, among other fa-
miliars.” A more humane future must
emerge from this impasse. The global
community must strive for a deeper,
more empathetic understanding rooted in
imagination and guided by a prevailing
commitment to universal human rights.

Accordingly, the Institute be-
lieves this moment should usher in a
new wave of global policy and re-
sponse. Not only have certain states
failed to transcend their rhetoric into
enforceable action to end this carnage,
but some have been actively engaged
in perpetuating violence in the region.
The Institute, therefore, calls for ma-
jor powers actively supporting the Is-
raeli government’s actions in Gaza to
end their support politically, militarily
and economically, as such conduct is
complicity in the crime of genocide.
Professor William Schabas, arenowned

expert in international law on genocide
and a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the IIGHRS, was asked in a
recent interview about the support pro-
vided by third-party states to Israel,
including countries such as the United
States, Germany, and Canada. In re-
sponse, Professor Schabas stated:

“Giventhe ICJ’s clarification that
states party to the Genocide Conven-
tion have obligations both to prevent
genocide and to avoid complicity [ ...
] the Genocide Convention specifies
explicitly in Article 3 that you violate
the Genocide Convention by being
complicit, by being an accomplice to
genocide.”

The Institute asserts that failure
to uphold these obligations risks
emboldening future perpetrators and
reinforcing a dangerous cycle of im-
punity and denial, already evident in
the government of Israel’s ongoing
lack ofaccountability in its violation of
the Genocide Convention.

As an academic institute dedi-
cated to educating and raising aware-
ness of human rights, we are fully
committed to advancing global justice,
guided by the fundamental principle of
our shared humanity. In view of this
commitment, The Institute expresses
its support for the International Asso-
ciation of Genocide Scholars’ (IAGS)
recent resolution which declares the
Hamas-led attack of 7 October 2023
an international crime, and that Israel’s
policies and actions in Gaza meet the
legal definition of genocide in Article I1
of the United Nations Convention for
the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide (1948).

The International Institute for
Genocide and Human Rights Studies

(A Division of the Zoryan Institute)

Japan Stresses Importance of Joint Initiatives

Continued from page 1

Prime Minister Pashinyan con-
gratulated his counterpart on hosting
Expo 2025 and wished it great suc-
cess. At the same time, he thanked
Japan for supporting Armenia’s par-
ticipation in the exhibition. Both sides
emphasized that the expo represents a
unique opportunity to advance Arme-
nia—Japan cooperation.

During the meeting, the parties

discussed the main areas of coopera-
tion, including expanding economic
and investment relations, strengthen-
ing ties in education, science, and cul-
ture, and developing tourism. They
also exchanged views on further steps
toward ensuring peace and stability in
the region.

In honor of Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, an official dinner was hosted
by Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishiba.

Armenia Sees No Reason for Delay

Continued from page 1

“We have repeatedly stated that
the process is proceeding without
preconditions. We also have no pre-
conditions from our side and believe
it is possible to very quickly achieve
open borders and established diplo-
matic relations. We will continue
working in that direction,” Rubinyan
concluded.

Asked whether the recently
signed Washington agreements and
the Washington Declaration between
Armenia and Azerbaijan could serve
as an impetus for progress with

Turkey, Rubinyan replied: “These
are very important developments.
They will have a positive impact not
only on regional processes but also
beyond the region. In this sense, we
are optimistic that concrete steps
will follow.”

Rubinyan also confirmed that
the earlier agreement to allow third-
country nationals and holders of dip-
lomatic passports to cross the Ar-
menia—Turkey border has not yet
been implemented. “Whether it was
due to us or not, it still hasn’t been
carried out. But we hope it will be
realized,” he said.

Armenian National Philharmonic Orchestra

Continued from page 2

document of friendship between the
Armenian and Iranian peoples, dating
back more than 2,500 years.

The concert opened with the na-
tional anthems of both countries.

In her welcoming remarks, Min-
ister Andreasyan said:

“Today, against the backdrop of
Persepolis, the histories and cultures
of two ancient civilizations have come
together. This jubilee concert, dedi-
cated to the 100th anniversary of the
Armenian National Philharmonic Or-
chestra, is a symbol of friendship,
mutual respect, and cultural dialogue
between our countries.”

She stressed that Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian’s recent offi-
cial visitto Armenia was another testa-
ment to the ongoing development of
high-level political dialogue and mutual
respect between the two countries,
further strengthening bilateral relations
and opening new perspectives for co

She also recalled that from the
time of the Greek historian Xenophon,
Persepolis was called the “Gate of All
Nations,” where delegations from dif-
ferent peoples gathered with messages
of peace and respect.

Minister Andreasyan highlighted
that Armenia and Iran’s cultural ties
stretch back through the centuries,
and cultural dialogue is being renewed
in Persepolisn.

The concert was conducted by
the Artistic Director and Principal Con-
ductor of the Armenian National Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, Eduard Topchjan.

The evening featured renowned
tenor Liparit Avetisyan, who performed
Sayat-Nova’s aria “Im Kamancha”
from Alexander Harutyunyan’s opera
Sayat-Nova, Konstantin Petrosyan’s
Armenia, and Robert Amirkhanyan’s
Dream, My Homeland. The program
also included Rouhollah Khaleghi’s
patriotic song Oh Iran. The highlight
of the evening was the performance of
Aram Khachaturian’s monumental
Symphony No. 2.

The concert, dedicated to the
100th anniversary of the Armenian
National Philharmonic Orchestra, was
organized in cooperation with
Armenia’s Ministry of Education, Sci-
ence, Culture, and Sports, Armenia’s
Embassy in Iran, the Orchestra itself,
Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism, and Handicrafts, the Minis-
try of Culture and Islamic Guidance,
and the Fars Provincial Government.
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The Fresno Premiere Screening of the
Award-Winning “There Was, There Was Not”

FRESNO — The Armenian Stud-
ies Program and the Fresno State
CineCulture program are presenting
the Fresno premiere screening of the
award-winning “There Was, There Was
Not,” at 5:30PM on Friday, September
19, 2025. Director Emily Mkrtichian
will be present at the screening to
discuss her film. The screening is free
and open to the public and will be held
in the Leon S. and Pete P. Peters
Educational Center, 5010 N. Woodrow
Ave. (west end of the SaveMart Cen-
ter), on the Fresno State campus.

“There Was, There Was Not”
follows four women living in the Re-
public of Artsakh, an unrecognized
country reckoning with the aftermath
of one war while on the precipice of
another. In the midst of this uncer-
tainty, four women build a life with the
hope of making their home a better
place. When war breaks out again,
what began as an observational medi-
tation on women’s roles after conflict
becomes an urgent and intimate record
of'their lives interrupted once again by
war. From taking up arms on the front
lines to fleeing their homes as refu-
gees, each woman’s life changes irre-
vocably. Their journey becomes the
myth of a homeland lost forever, and
the power of story to keep it alive.

“I never meant to make a film
that documented war, displacement,
and ethnic cleansing,” said Mkrtichian.
“l meant to make a film about how
women create a sense of home and a
better future for their communities,
after the rupture of war, displacement,
and ethnic cleansing. But history re-
peats itself.”

“The movie began as a way to
connect the stories of my culture I
heard growing up with four women

Friday, September 19, 2025 » 5:30PM

Leon 8. and Pete P. Peters Educational Center
5010 N. Woodrow Ave, Fresno State

@ ( ) &2
THERE WAS,

THERE WAS
NOT

who were actively creating that cul-
ture, and building a future I wanted to
be a part of.”

Director Emily Mkrtichian is a
filmmaker and interdisciplinary col-
laborator whose artistic practice re-
flects her upbringing in a displaced,
diasporic family, and explores radi-
cally personal, alternative archives of
places and people, especially from the
SWANA region, and a deep commit-
ment to the healing power of relational,
ethical, collaborative storytelling. Her
films include the sci-fi short “Trans-
mission,” which premiered at the BFI
Flare Film Festival, the short docu-
mentary “Motherland,” which pre-
miered at the Full Frame Film Festival
and won Best Short Documentary at
the Copenhagen International Film Fes-
tival, and her debut feature documen-
tary “There Was, There Was Not,”
which has been supported by the
Sundance Institute, IDA, Chicken &
Egg Pictures and HotDocs.

“I Will Take Revenge Through Love —
S. Parajanov” Film to Have U.S. Premieres in
New Jersey and Seattle

\ f-' S.PARAD A OV

As part of the centennial celebra-
tions of Sergei Parajanov’s birth, the
film “I Will Take Revenge Through
Love — S. Parajanov” will be screened
for the first time in the United States in
a festival format.

Produced jointly by Armenia and
France under Boomerang Media.am,
the American premiere will take place
on September 14 at the New Jersey
International Film Festival. It will then
be shown on September 20 at the

J.i‘?q

Seattle Film Festival as part of a spe-
cial program. The film had its world
premiere at the 81st Venice Film Fes-
tival and has since been screened at
other prestigious festivals, including
Ghent (Belgium) and Mar del Plata
(Argentina).

The documentary was created
with the support of Armenia’s Minis-
try of Education, Science, Culture and
Sports, the Armenian Cinema Founda-
tion (successor of the National Cinema

Saturday, September 13, 2025

OBITUARY
Shake Balekjian 1930-2025

Shake Balekjian was an exceptional
woman. A devoted wife, mother, grand-
mother and friend, and a pilar of the
southern California Armenian-American
community for decades. Shake was born
in Aleppo, Syria, in 1930, to Artin |
Kitabjian and Beatrice Matossian, both |
survivors of the Armenian Genocide.
She received her elementary education
ata French missionary school and gradu-
ated from the American High School for
Girls. She then passed the Oxford Cam-
bridge equivalency program, which al-
lowed her to matriculate to the Beirut
College for Women. In 1954 after gradu-
ation, Shake came to the USA with her
younger brother, Dr. Greg Ketabgian, to
join her sister Arpene in Chicago. Shake
worked during the day and attended classes at Northwestern University at
night.

After visiting her uncles in Pasadena Shake decided to move to
California. In 1960, Shake met biochemist Garbis Balekjian and they married
and settled in Burbank. Coincidentally both Garbis and Shake grew up in
Aleppo, and knew many of the same people and places, but only met after
coming to Los Angeles—a real life intercontinental love story. They married
on December 4, 1960. Their daughter Arpie was born in 1961 and son Gary
in 1968. They attended St. Gregory Armenian Church in Pasadena. When St.
Gregory needed help with the Sunday school, Shake and Garbis volunteered.
Garbis became Superintendent and Shake was his chief assistant, Sunday
School teacher and helper. Every Sunday they drove from Burbank to
Pasadena with baby Arpie in tow, a real journey before construction of the 134
and 210 freeways. Together they organized many successful Christmas
luncheons and Sunday School swim parties. Shake bought many donuts over
the years for the kids to enjoy after Communion. She also taught Armenian
Saturday School classes. Shake and Arpene enjoyed preparing food for the
Ladies Salad bar and church bazaar. Shake was an incredible cook, and she
prepared countless meals for family, friends, and fellow churchgoers. Garbis
and Shake reprised their roles with the Sunday school over the years in the
1970s and 80s.

After retiring from her 30-year career as an Armenian interpreter for the
Los Angeles County Superior Court, Shake joined the St. Gregory’s Ladies
Society. She enjoyed the times she spent with the members of the board
planning and preparing the monthly luncheons and helping to support the
church. Shake was a member of Varteni Otyag of the Daughters of Vartan for
over fifty years and held several leadership positions. She generously sup-
ported a host of Armenian causes including the Ararat Home of Los Angeles,
the St. Nersess Armenian Theological Seminary, AGBU, AMAA and the
Western Diocese and its summer Hye Camp for kids. Shake also recorded
popular YouTube Armenian cooking videos to pass along traditional recipes to
future generations.

Shake was a devoted American-Armenian and Christian who served her
people, faith, husband and family. She was a living, breathing angel— or
saint— or both. She defeated cancer four times, but she could not defeat the
cancer that took her beloved daughter Arpie. With a helmet of hope and shield
of faith, she cared for Arpie and Arpie’s young daughter Ariel. And despite her
grief, she never lost her faith, her hope and her love of life, family, and friends.

Shake is survived by her son Gary (Janet) Balekjian, three grandchildren,
Ariel Kesterke, Albert Balekjian and Karina Balekjian, and great-grandson Ezra
Kesterke. Shake was predeceased by her husband Garbis and daughter Arpie.
Services will be at Forest Lawn, Hollywood Hills on Thursday, September 11,
2025 at noon, Old North (red) Church. In lieu of flowers, please direct any
kind acts to St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church, 2215 E. Colorado Blvd.,
Pasadena, CA 91107.

Center of Armenia), France’s National
Center for Cinema and the Moving
Image (CNC), and Cine+ France.

The producers are Ani
Voskanyan (AVA Films) and Zara
Djian (Boomerang Media.am), with
Stéphane Jourdan serving as the
French co-producer.

After six months of collabora-
tion, the festival organizers and Boo-
merang Media.am director Zara Djian
prepared an exclusive program titled
“Kino Armenia: Triad of Past and
Present” (program link). The program
features the works of three renowned
Armenian filmmakers: Sergei

Parajanov’s masterpiece “The Color
of Pomegranates”, Canadian-Armenian
director Atom Egoyan’s “Calendar”,
and Zara Djian’s documentary “I Will
Take Revenge Through Love”.

This cultural initiative serves as a
unique bridge between pastand present,
highlighting the rich layers and artistic
value of Armenian cinema.

In addition to the film screen-
ings, Seattle’s program will include
other cultural events, such as a con-
cert with Armenian musicians, an art
exhibition dedicated to Armenian cre-
ativity, and a thematic corner present-
ing Sergei Parajanov’s artistic motifs.
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AGBU

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION
L0S ANGELES SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE

AGBU LA Special Events Committee
& Tekeyan Cultural Association, LA Chapter

are honored to Invite you to a lecture by

ROUPEN AVSHARIAN, Esq.

“Syria - Post Assad Environment
& the Syrian Armenians”

Uniphw: SGwn-Uuwwnbwu
Ppwyhtwlu nL Uhphwbwniphiup

THURSDAY, SEP 25, 2025 AT 7:00PM
AGBU VATCHE & TAMAR MANOUKIAN CULTURAL CENTER
2495 E MOUNTAIN ST., PASADENA, CA 91104
Reception to follow .
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ARVIENIAN
INDEPENDENGE
DAY FESTIVAL

LIVE MUSIC . DANCING . ARTISANS MARKET . KIDS GAMES . ARMENIAN ETHNIC CUISINE

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2025

Verdugo Park 1621 Canada Blvd,, Glendale, CA, 91206

STARTINGAT 11:00 AM FREE ADMISSION UNhSLL Uaus
ORGANIZED BY NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

To reserve your vendor booth, please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
Qbp Ypwwybbpp wywhndbint hwdwp, hGnwdw)ltgkp Lnp UGpnibn Uhniphtl

For More Info:
(818) 391-7938 | www.norserount.com




