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FM Mirzoyan:
Armenian Constitution Contains No
Provisions of Concern for Azerbaijan

YEREV AN — Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan hasdismissed
viewsthat Armenia’s Constitution in-
cludes any provisions that could be of
concerntoAzerbaijan, rejectingBaku’s
demands to make constitutional
changes as a negotiation agenda.

“We do not share the perception
that thereisanythingin our Constitution
that could be troubling for Azerbaijan,”
Mirzoyan said in response to aquestion
from an Azerbaijani journalist attending
an international conference in Yerevan
focused on peacebuilding and multilat-

eral cooperation.

“Therefore, we do not accept
this as part of the negotiation agenda
and are not negotiating on thisissue,”
he continued. “ Peace has been estab-
lished; a number of agreements have
been reached, published, and signed.
But there are also issues on which the
two countries do not agree. Thisisone
of those issues.”

Mirzoyanaddedthat Armeniaand
Azerbaijan do not even have an under-

Continued on page 2

Pashinyan: Negotiation Papers to Be
Published Before Year’s End

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan announced that the
negotiation paperswill bemade public
before the end of the year, responding
to recent interviews given by former
Armenian PresidentsRobert K ocharyan
and Serzh Sargsyan.

“The recent statements by R.K.
and S.S. confirm once again that the
Karabakh issue was used by certain
forces as aleash to tie the Republic of
Armeniato a ‘nearby tree.” Concepts
such as the rights of peoples and his-
torical justice were merely smoke

screens to conceal the real objective,”
the Prime Minister wrote on his
Facebook page.

“All the proposal sto stop thewar
were, in fact, about shortening that
leash. Theultimategoal of thisprocess
was to bring an end to Armenia’s
statehood. According to that script,
the Karabakh conflict was supposed to
conclude only through the loss of Ar-
menian statehood. The Republic of
Armenia, thanks to the sacrifices of

Continued on page3

Trump Highlights the Great Economic
Importance of the “Historic” Agreement
Between Armenia and Azerbaijan

WASHINGTON, DC — U.S.
President Donald Trump described the
signing of the peace agreement be-
tween Armeniaand AzerbaijaninWash-
ington as “historic,” emphasizing the
great economic importance of the deal
and noting that the project to reopen
transport links between the two coun-
tries has been named after him.

He made these remarks during a
meeting with theleaders of five Central
Asian countries, according to a video
released by The Associated Press.

“Three months ago, my adminis-
tration also mediated a historic peace
agreement between Armenia and

Azerbaijan. That wasoneof eight wars
we managed to stop within eight
months,” said the U.S. President.

Trump also referred to the
‘Trump Route for International Peace
and Prosperity’ project.

Addressing leaders from
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan, Trump
said that the emerging road “goes
through some of the most important
places economically anywhere in the
world”, adding that it “will boost com-
mercial activity ontheother sideof the

Continued on page3

Armenia and India Prepare to Sign
Multi-Billion-Dollar Defense Agreement

India and Armenia are nearing
the signing of a multi-billion-dollar
defense agreement valued between
$3.5and $4 hillion, according to sources
cited by Republic World. The docu-
ment envisions cooperation in the de-
fense industry, focusing on the mod-
ernization of Armenia’s air defense,
missilesystems, and artillery capabili-
ties.

Thelndiansideisreportedly con-
sidering the sale of next-generation
Akash-NG surface-to-air missile sys-
tems to Armenia. This model has a
longer range and could become the
first line of defense in Armenia’s air
defense network. Previously, Armenia
had acquired short-range variants of

the Akash system.

Additionally, thetalksincludedis-
cussions on the joint production of
BrahMos missilesin Armenia, as well
as the delivery of a new batch of
Pinaka multiple rocket launcher sys-
tems. The first such delivery took
place in 2023.

It should benoted that since 2022,
India has become Armenia’ s primary
defense industry partner, supplying
anti-tank systems, howitzers, and
counter-drone technologies. Although
officia Y erevan hasrecently announced
plans to reduce military spending, the
ongoing negotiations indicate that de-
fense cooperationwith Indiaremainsa
top strategic priority.
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Armenia Appreciates Saudi Arabia’s
Supportive Stance Toward Peace Between
Armenia and Azerbaijan — Mirzoyan

YEREVAN — OnNovember 7,
Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan received the del egation of
the Armenia—Saudi Arabia Friend-
ship Group, headed by group leader
Ali bin Mohammad Al-Shahrani.

In his remarks, Minister
Mirzoyan stated: “ Exactly two years
ago, in November 2023, we estab-
lished diplomatic relations with the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It was
more than just a formal step — it
laid the foundation for a warm and
friendly partnership.”

Welcoming the visit, Minister
Mirzoyan emphasized that Armenia
attaches great importance to fully
realizing the potential of cooperation
in all areas of mutual interest.

Ali bin Mohammad Al-Shahrani
expressed hisgratitude for the warm
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hospitality extended to the delega-
tion during their first official visit
from Saudi Arabia to Armenia, ex-
pressing confidence that it will con-
tribute to strengthening cooperation
and friendship between thetwo coun-
tries.

Thesideshighlighted their mu-
tual interest in implementing joint
initiatives, including promoting
people-to-people exchanges and
tourism, fostering businessties, and
expanding cooperation in informa-
tion technologies and other sectors.

During the meeting, the parties
also exchanged views on regional
developments. Minister Mirzoyan
noted that the Armenian side highly
values Saudi Arabia’ s supportive po-
sition regarding the peace established
between Armeniaand Azerbaijan.

President Vahagn Khachaturyan Meets
with Representatives of the Armenian
Community in Doha

DOHA — During his working
visit to Doha, President of the Re-
public Vahagn Khachaturyan vis-
ited the Embassy of Armenia in
Qatar, where he met with represen-
tatives of the local Armenian com-
munity.

During the meeting, President
Khachaturyan presented recent de-
velopments in Armenia’ s domestic
political and social life and spoke
about thereformsbeing implemented
by the government—particularly in
the areas of defense, healthcare,
education, and social welfare.

The President emphasized that
the cornerstone of state policy isthe
well-being of the people and the se-
curity of the country. The programs
beingimplementedintheseareasare
aimed at ensuring long-term and sus-
tainable results.

During the discussion, the
President responded to questions
from members of the community
concerning Armenia’ s domestic and
foreign policy priorities, as well as
opportunities for strengthening Ar-
menia—Diasporarelationsand impl e-
mentingjointinitiatives.

EU Hands Over Armenia—EU Visa
Liberalization Action Plan to Armenia

YEREVAN —Duringhisvisitto
Armenia on November 5, Deputy Di-
rector-General for Migrationand Home
Affairs of the European Commission,
Johannes L uchner, presented Armenia
withthe Armenia—EU VisaLiberaliza-
tion Action Plan. The document was
handedto Armenia sMinister of Inter-
nal Affairs, Arpine Sargsyan, who is
the high-ranking official responsible
for the Armenia—EU dialogue on visa
liberalization.

The handover ceremony took
place in the presence of Deputy Prime
Minister Mher Grigoryan. Upon re-
ceiving the document, Minister
Sargsyan noted that it marksan impor-
tant stage in the partnership between
Armeniaand the European Union, one
that has already generated significant
public attention and expectations.

Both sides expressed satisfac-
tion with the progress achieved so far
and emphasized that the official trans-
fer of the Visa Liberalization Action
Plan is a testament to the genuine
efforts of both parties.

TheArmeniansidereaffirmedits
commitment toimplementing themea-
suresoutlined in the plan, the ultimate
goal of which is to ensure dignified,

safe, and convenient travel opportuni-
tiesfor Armenian citizensto the Euro-
peanUnion.

Following the ceremony, Luchner
and Sargsyan held a press conference
and answered questionsfromjournalists.

The delivery of the action plan
follows the launch of official visalib-
eralization talks between Armeniaand
the EU in September 2024. At that
time, Armenian and EU officials out-
lined a process that focuses on crucial
areas for eventual visa-free travel, in-
cluding document security, border and
migration management, the fight
against corruptionand organized crime
as well as upholding fundamental
rights. EU representatives have em-
phasized that all benchmarks must be
fully met before the Council of the EU
and the European Parliament can make
afinal decision.

In March, the Armenian parlia-
ment passed a bill calling on the gov-
ernment to begin the process of apply-
ing for European Union membership.
The bill, known as the EU Integration
Act, was signed into law by the
country’s president the following
month, making it formally part of
Armenia slegislation.

1,734,247 Tourists Visited Armenia in
January—September 2025

YEREVAN — Moretouristsvis-
ited Armenia between January and
September 2025 compared to the same
period last year, according to the Sta-
tistical Committee of Armenia.

During the reporting period, Ar-
menia welcomed 1,734,247 tourists,
upfrom 1,721,245 visitorsrecordedin
the same months of the previous year.

The largest number of tourists
camefrom Russia— 713,479 visitors.
Other major sources included Iran

(138,010), Georgia (210,247), Tur-
key (9,115), and Azerbaijan (3). From
the United States, 50,599 tourists vis-
ited Armenia, followed by China
(34,446), Germany (25,699), Ukraine
(20,171), and India (20,843).

Touristsalso arrived from sev-
eral dozen other countries, includ-
ing France, Italy, the United King-
dom, Poland, Japan, Jordan, South
Korea, Fiji, Denmark, Egypt, and
Bangladesh.

FM Mirzoyan

Continued frompagel

standing that their respective constitu-
tions should be part of the peace talks.
He also noted that, from Armenia's
perspective, Azerbaijan’s own consti-
tution contains implications or refer-
ences that could be seen as threats to
Armenia sterritorial integrity.

At the same time, the minister
recalledthat Armeniahad publicly stated
as early as 2018 that it planned to
amend its Constitution, emphasizing
that this was an internal matter. “ This
relates to the Armenian side of this
hall. First and foremost, it ispart of the
domestic agenda, and perhaps only the
domestic agenda,” he said.



By SHAHE MANKERIAN

Tonight, 1 will not give a
speech, but rather a letter seeped in
memory—imagine a newspaper un-
folding throughtimein seven sections.
Every section | read will carry an ink
stain from my past and, | hope, from
yours.

| like to start with an epigraph
from Brecht: “Hungry man, reach for
the book: it is a weapon.”

1. Controversy

Before | begin, let me address
something that might raise afew eye-
brows tonight—why I'm reading this
entire speech in English at an Arme-
nian newspaper’s forty-fifth anniver-
sary celebration.

Here's the subtext. | came to
Americain 1979, when | wastwelve—
two years before Massis Weekly was
bornin Pasadenaand fiveyearsbefore
St. Gregory Hovsepian School opened
itsdoors. When | arrived, | wasthrown
into the melting pot of assimilation—
the slow fading of my mother tongue,
replaced by the seduction of a new
language.

At home, we spoke Armenian,
but we abandoned any serious con-
tinuation of formal study. My father
washbusy making endsmeet; my mother
tried to keep the trauma of Lebanon’s
war from spilling into our new lives.
And besides, English had a way of
slipping into your veins. To master it
meant survival—to defend yourself
against middle school bullies in Pasa-
dena, and later, to turnitinto abridge.

Eventually, | pursued a master’'s
degree in English and poetry—not to
replace Armenian, but to merge into
theimmigrant narrative, to counter the
stereotypes of the xenophobes.

But I'm getting ahead of myself.
L et me take you back—to where it all
began.

2. Palimpsest

This is what | remember. The
year is 1976. My father sits on our
second-story balcony in paisley paja-
mas, slurping thick Armenian coffee
while plumes of smoke smear the sky-
line of Beirut. Bombs fall in the dis-
tancelike punctuation marks. He says,
“Son, they’re killing what’ s eft of the
Palestinians at Tel al-Zaatar.”

I”’m hanging over thebluerailing,
staring at the alley that leads to the
officesof Ararad Daily Newspaper. A
dead cat lies in the middle of the
entryway like a speed bump. From the
kitchen, Mama swats at a flying cock-
roach with her slipper—eavesdrop-
ping.

“Stoptellingyour sonyou’ rePal-
estinian,” she shouts. “We're Arme-
nians.”

Father lowers his transistor ra-
dio. “More Palestinians are massa-
cred,” he translates from the staticky
Arabic. “The dead count is rising—
over fifteen hundred.”

By then, the newspaper boy
walks down the alley, hops over the
dead cat, and crosses the street. Fa-
ther lowers a wicker basket to claim
his copy of Ararad. He lights a ciga-
rette and scans the headlines. “The
plight of the Armenians and Palestin-
ians,” he mutters, “is buried under the
same pile of dung.”
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| want to interrupt him—to say
I’ve already seen the future. Not much
will change in fifty years. Armenians
and Palestinianswill drowninthesame
sewer, choking on indifference. But
that’s cheating. I’m tapping into my
older self across oceans, beneath the
Southern California sun. And who am
| to interrupt my father’s ritual—the
quiet war of reading the morning pa-
per?

3. Crimes of War

(fromHistory of Forgetfulness*)

The albino newspaper boy stam-
mered as he read the names of the
massacred below our bedroom win-
dow. My brother taunted me to take
Father’'s bottle of urine still full be-
neath the nightstand. He pushed me
through the stained curtains of the
balcony. The albino continued to re-
cite names: “Mu-Mu-Muhammad Sa-
Saddick!” Over the railing, | gripped
theneck of thebottledirectly abovehis
head, steadied my hand, and then emp-
tiedtheurine. “ A-A-Allahdestroy your
house!” he kept screaming, but we,
doubled over with laughter, seized
thelimp skirt of thecurtainslikelepers
latching onto powdered shrouds of
shame.

4. The News in 100 Words

Fifty yearslater, | wakeat 4 am.
to my wife salarm urging her to swim
at the local pool. Half-asleep, | reach
for my phone to see if the world has
ended. | scroll haphazardly. Nothing
new. The politicsin Armeniacompete
with the theatre of the absurd. A car-
toonist sketches Netanyahu grazing on
Palestinian bones in Gaza. The U.S.
President boasts of peace between
Albania and “Aberbaijan.” My brain
insists it's fake—Al-generated hallu-
cination. “Nothing is more real than
nothing,” Beckett once wrote. I'm
back in Beirut, twelve years old, sink-
ing in the quicksand of the absurd.

5. The Blue Rooster

Do you remember the time you
were constipated and your mamamade
you drink prune juice before visiting
the Topushians? Baron Topushian, fa-
mous for his basturma-curing skills,
livedinahousesteepedin chemen—its
spicy scent clinging to the fabric of
every couch and curtain.

Soon after your arrival, your
stomach began its gurgling rebellion.
Y ou excused yourself to their closet-
sized bathroom, wheretheair felt thick
andwarm. Fromyour porcelainthrone,
you reached for toilet paper.

On the door, within arm’ sreach,
hung perfectly cut newspaper squares.
Y ou recognized An-Nahar instantly—
the blue rooster halved and pinned to
thewood by arusty nail. Y ou knew the
ink of the Arabicletterswould bleedin
this heat, but desperation overrides
dignity.

Y earslater, you’ drecall that tiny
room and realize the Shakespearean
foreshadowing you missed at twelve:
how news, once sacred, would fall
from grace—and how no glowing
screen could save you in the moment
of need.

6. ToKill or Not to Kill aMock-
ingbird

One of my favorite books as an
adult is Harper Lee's To Kill a Mock-
ingbird. Init, young Scout isacurious

In the Beginning Was the Word in Seven Sections

tomboy who learnsto read before ever
enrolling in school. Each night, she
climbs onto her father’s lap and joins
his quiet ritual of reading the newspa-
per.

When Scout finally starts school,
her teacher, Miss Caroline, is aston-
ished that she can already read. In-
stead of celebrating her curiosity, Miss
Caroline becomes frustrated and tells
Scout to stop reading at home:

“Tell your father not to teach you
anymore. It's best to begin reading
withafreshmind. Youtell himI’ [l take
over from here and try to undo the
damage—.”

That moment leads to one of
Scout’s most piercing realizations:

“Until | feared | would lose it, |
never loved to read. One does not love
breathing.”

In my own classroom, when stu-
dents ask, “Baron Shahé, why do you
like to read so much?’ | often borrow
Scout’s wisdom: “I don’t think about
that question—it’s like asking why |
loveto breathe.” | exist because | read
and breathe; without them, we might
aswell die.

7. Relics

In my classroom at St. Gregory
Hovsepian School, | keep a corner
reserved for relicsfrom my childhood:
abluetypewriter, arotary phone, plas-
tic toy soldiers, Scrabble tiles, a few
books, and a folded newspaper. | tell
my students that every one of these
objects has been replaced by the
iPhone.

| belong to that generation that
witnessed the world go from having
no internet, to buying itsfirst comput-
ers, to using flip phones, to adopting
the iPhone, and now to watching the
riseof Al. My studentslook at melike
I’'m one of the relics. One of them
says, “Baron, Al will replace writers
and teachers pretty soon. What are
you going to do?”

I’ve read that Fortune article
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about the jobs most exposed to Al.
I’ve seen “writer” and “teacher” on
the list. But | tell them to close their
eyes and listen towhat | wrote for this
evening, in celebration of Massis
Weekly’'s 45th Anniversary. | chose
not to give aspeech—speeches are too
easy for Al to mimic. Instead, | wrote
a fifteen hundred words of braided
prose: part memory, part poem, part
experiment—entirely derivative of the
heart. It moves from first person to
second, shifts into a snapshot of the
twenty-first century, slips fifty years
intothepast, findsitsrhythm, and then
breaksit again. Can Al do that? Can it
play with language like a gymnast,
sense areader’ sache or apathy, weave
heart andintell ect together onthe page?

This relic—your teacher—still
believesintheslow intimacy of ink and
paper. He wants to return to a time
when we wore gloves to read the
newspaper, to keep ink off our fin-
gers. He wants to hold a book in his
hands again, lick his fingertip before
turning the page. He wants to sharpen
apencil and pressit to paper, to write
something out of nothing—or maybe
write nothing at all.

| see my father sitting on our
second-floor balcony in his paisley
pajamas, sipping coffee, listening to
bombs, to Beethoven, to the sound of
Mama’ sslipper striking thetilesasshe
kills a cockroach. | see myself—the
son—removing the newspaper nailed
tothebathroom door, taping the pieces
together until the words return, until
Sis and Massis rise again on the hori-
zon above the headline, until the ink
thoroughly stains my fingers once
more.

Happy 45th, Massis Weekly—
and may there be many moreforty-
fifths to come.

*Mankerian, Shahé. History of
Forgetfulness. Fly on the Wall Press,
2023.

Pashinyan: Negotiation Papers

Continued frompagel

our martyrsand the historical aware-
ness of our people in Armenia and
Karabakh, managed to escape that
scenario,” Pashinyan stated.
Inrecent days, Armenia’ s sec-
ond and third presidents have given
interviews discussing the 44-day
war and the negotiation process.
In hisinterview with TV5, Robert
Kocharyan said: “To me, it was
clear that everything was being
doneto provoke awar. First of all,
this was the result of the failure of

the negotiation process, which oc-
curred at Armenia’ sinitiative—Ar-
meniarefused to negotiate. For the
first time in the entire negotiation
process, one of the sides refused
even to discussthe submitted docu-
ment. That document was presented
in the summer of 2019. At thetime,
Nikol Pashinyan said that wewould
start from a zero point and let ne-
gotiations be held with Karabakh.
By refusing to negotiate the 2019
document, he effectively erased
nearly 30 years of negotiation
progress.”

Trump Highlights the Great Economic

Continued frompagel

Caspian Sea, hel ping nations through-
out Central Asia.”

“I"m optimistic that each of the
countries here today will reap the ben-
efits of peace if they embrace the
opportunity that we’ ve unleashed with
the [Armenian-Azerbaijani] agree-
ment,” he added.

“As| said at the time, this historic
agreement includesthe construction of a
new Trump Route. It s such a beautiful
thing. They namedit after me, and | truly
appreciatethat. It meansalot. It' sanew
Trump Route— aroutefor international
peace. This road passes through some
of the most important regions of the
world, economically among the most
significant,” Trump stressed.
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Armenian Assembly Hosts Inspiring Panel
of Armenians in Media and Entertainment
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PASADENA, CA — The Arme-
nian Assembly of America(Assembly)
convened an inspiring panel discus-
sion by prominent Armeniansin media
and entertainment at the University
Club of Pasadena, California, on Sun-
day, November 2, 2025.

The panel featured several sig-
nificant figures from the media and
entertainment industry headlined by
Michael Agbabian, Award Winning
television producer and Co-President
and Co-Founder of Mission Control
Media, and Teni Melidonian, Chief
Oscars Officer of the Academy of
Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences,
both Assembly Terjenian-Thomas
Washington D.C. intern alumni. Join-
ingthemwereMichael Goorjian, Emmy
Award-Winning actor, writer, direc-
tor of Amerikatsi, and SonaM ovsesian,
Executive Assistant to Conan O’ Brien.
Armen Karaoghlanian, Co-Founder of
the Armenian Film Society, moderated
the panel discussion with thoughtful
emphasis on the power of Armenian
storytelling.

L eading off the evening, Assem-
bly Co-Chair Talin Y acoubian offered
powerful opening remarks to a capac-
ity audience centered on the impor-
tance of telling our story as Armenians
and why advocacy matters.

“For more than five decades, the
Armenian Assembly hasbeen advocat-
ing for Armenians, creating advocates
for life, because advocacy matters. It
means something when a room like
this comes together. If you've ever
thought someone should speak up,
someone should support that project,
someone should elevate that young
talent, that someone is us. It's all of
us,” Co-Chair Y acoubian emphasi zed.

“This moment in our history de-
mands more than just admiration from
afar. It demandsparti cipation. Mentoring.
Funding. Showing up. Using whatever
platformyouhave, however bigor small,”
Y acoubian concluded.

For Teni Melidonian, that jour-
ney beganinWashington, D.C., where
sheinterned withthe Assembly through
the Terjenian-Thomas internship Pro-
gram before rising to her current role
as Chief Oscars Officer. Reflecting on
her early experiences, she spoke about
how thoselessonsin coalition building
informed her career in entertainment.

“| learned alot in Washington,”
saidMelidonian. “What | learned being
a part of the advocacy world was
really theimportanceof coalition build-
ing, collaboration, and unifying people
together.”

ASDEMDBLT T

AMERICA

P RIIDLT AT

AMERICA

—)

“That was really seminal for me
when | started working with these
organizations. We were the most suc-
cessful when the organizations were
united under one single message,” she
continued.

“As | moved into entertainment,
that isthetool. Collaboration. Getting
that message together. Really having
one voice, no matter if there are fac-
tions, if you' re not agreeing on every-
thing, you have to have that onesingle
voice out externally to the public,”
concluded Melidonian.

While discussing advocacy as
cultural diplomacy, Sona Movsesian
shared her experience taking Conan
O’'Brien to Armenia more than ten
years ago, and how celebrity influ-
ences advocacy.

“Hearing a lot of Armenians say
they likethe[Conanin Armenia] episode
means alot. Hearing alot of non-Arme-
nians say they didn't know anything
about Armeniansbeforethey watchedit,
because [the episode] went everywhere,
that really means a lot more to me,”
shared Movsesian. “Definitely in my
case, celebrity was a huge part of my
advocacy,” Movsesian concluded.

On thetopic of personal identity,
and how relationships can also serve
as powerful tools for advocacy, the
panelists discussed how influence is
not defined by audience size, but by
authenticity. Reflecting on the impact
of hisfilmAmerikatsi, Michael Goorjian
spoke about how cinema can serve as
a bridge for understanding.

“Asfilmmakers, weget tousefilm
as a way to talk about who we are as
people. So that when all this important
work is happening with the Armenian
Assembly and other organi zations, people
out there know who we are, and film
obviously is one of the greatest waysto
understand a culture.”

Goorjian added, “Power isalso a
conversation. There are many people
in this room who maybe don’'t have a
seat at the table, but you can maybe
open a colleague’ s mind to something
new. So, whether you have the plat-
form or not, | think each one of us has
aroleto play.”

Michael Agbabian emphasized
that advocacy extends beyond policy
and into everyday professionalism.
“What | feel likel am, every day, isan
ambassador. If [colleagues] have a
good experiencewith meand my com-
pany, that speaks well to their experi-
ence with Armenians.” Agbabian con-
tinued that each and every Armenianis
an ambassador. “Every time | make a

Paul Ignatius, Former U.S. Navy Secretary
and Glendale Native, Dies at 104

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Paul
R. Ignatius, a management consultant
who served as Secretary of the Navy
during the height of the Vietnam War,
died on November 6 at his home in
Washington. He was 104.

Hisson, David lgnatius— ajour-
nalist and novelist for The Washington
Post — confirmed hisfather’ s passing
but did not specify a cause.

Born in Glendale, California, in
1920 to Armenian immigrant parents,
Paul Ignatius' sremarkablelifereflected
the values of hard work, service, and
civicprideinstilledinhimby hisfamily
and community. His family settled in
Glendale in 1911, where his grandfa-
ther built their first home on San
Fernando Road — the same street that
now houses the Paul Ignatius Post
Office, named in his honor through
federal legislation championed by Con-
gressman Adam Schiff in 2024.

Ignatius attended and graduated
from Herbert Hoover High School in
1938, where he was active in student
|eadership, serving asboth class presi-
dent and student body president.

On May 23, 2013, the U.S. Navy
announcedthat an Arleigh Burke—class
destroyer, the USSPaul Ignatius(DDG-
117), would be named in his honor.
The ship was commissioned at Port
Everglades, Florida, on July 27, 2019.

Asayoungman, |gnatiusworked
as a clerk at that same Glendale post
office while attending college, never
imagining that decades later it would
bear his name. He often said that his
Glendale upbringing shaped his com-
mitment to public serviceand instilled
a lifelong gratitude toward the com-
munity that gave his family its start.

During World War Il, Ignatius
served with distinction as an ordnance
officer in the U.S. Navy. His dedica-
tion and leadership eventually led him
to become the 59th U.S. Secretary of
the Navy under President Lyndon B.
Johnson — making him the highest-
ranking Armenian American in U.S.
government history. He also served in
senior positions under Presidents John
F. Kennedy and Johnson within the
Department of Defense, whereheover-
saw critical advancements in national
defense and naval modernization.

Beyond his government service,
Ignatius was a respected leader in busi-
ness, academia, and philanthropy. He
remained deeply connectedto hisArme-
nian heritage and to his hometown of
Glendale, inspiring generationsthrough
his humility, wisdom, and devotion to
both country and community.

“Paul Ignatiusembodiedthevery
best of Glendale: courage, integrity,
andalifelong commitmentto service,”
said GlendaleMayor AraNgjarian. “His
story reminds us that greatness begins
in our own neighborhoods, nurtured
by community and purpose. The City
of Glendal e extendsits deepest condo-
lences to the Ignatius family and all
who were inspired by his extraordi-
nary life.”

Mr. Ignatius's legacy endures
through the countless lives he touched
and the institutions that continue to
benefit from his leadership and ex-
ample. His name — now proudly dis-
played on the Glendale Post Office at
6444 San Fernando Road — stands as
alasting tribute to a man whose jour-
ney began in Glendale and whose im-
pact reached across the nation.

new connection, or | makethat sale, and
I’m working with new executives who
don’t know who | am, | feel that way
because I'm representing who we are.”
To close the discussion,
Karaoghlanian posed a reflective ques-
tion to the panelists. “What do you rec-
ommend that wedo to tell our Armenian
story and our message?’ Responding,
Melidonian emphasized her remarks on
the importance of unity in advocacy.
“Having one singular message—
Armenians coming together—it's are-
ally powerful tool,” said Melidonian.
“Speaking in one voice, whatever itis
that we're working towards, what-
ever challenge our community is fac-
ing, coming together and sticking to

that one message, | think it’scritical.”

Assembly Co-Chairs Talin
Y acoubian and Oscar Tatosian, in
thanking the participants, stressed the
value of holding a panel discussion
among professionals specializing in
communications, and for their sug-
gestions on properly messaging the
interests and values of the Armenian
American community asitlooksahead
to addressing the many challengesfac-
ing the Armenian people in Armenia
andinthediaspora. “Wewereinspired
to hear their valuable observations,
insightful suggestions, and urgent rec-
ommendations to assure that the Ar-
menian people speak in a clear and
consistentvoice,” addedthe Co-Chairs.
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AGBU

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION
LOS ANGELES SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE
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An Afternc}on of DinneriWinel& Musmal Artlstrg
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/ & ([ 565 per\person

" Proceeds support AQBU Camp Nairi & the Artsahh
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AGBU Manooglan Demlrdjlan School% ",L'E_‘?;rl-'l' ;

k6844 Oakdale Ave, Canoga ParthA 9130
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. Cultural program tm& __
BE&L!SARAZIAN Celebrated Tenor Yereuan Opera Selolstt |
o I NN\l Y,
HRIPS‘LK\AE RSHTUNI - Principal Pianist, Natlon\al Opera Theater Chotr _’_;"
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NORAYR I?.A\IEURYAN Author, Researcher on Medleual Armenian Poetrg
bl

GARIK SARKSYAN Violinist

LILLIT MARQOSSYAN Solo dancer
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For.more Informatmn Call 6267947942




