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Pashinyan: Armenia Is Living in Peace
for the First Time in Its History

REPUBLI™ OR ARMENIA PRAYER BREA™™*"™

YEREVAN - PrimeMinister Nikol
Pashinyan stated during Armenia sfirst
National Prayer Breakfast that 2025isa
very important year, because for the
firsttimeinits34yearsof independence,
“we can say that peace has been estab-
lished.”

Armeniais living in peace for
the first timein its history, he said,
adding that this has been a long
journey—one we have often trav-
eled without fully seeing or hearing
the path that God has prepared for
our people and state.

Pashinyan argued that what ap-
pliestotheindividual also appliesto the
state, emphasizing the importance of
recognizing, seeing, and building the
state's relationship with God. He high-
lighted the need to incorporate biblical

principlesinto political activity and pub-
licadministration.

Speaking about the integrity of
public officias, he said: “Integrity is a
matter of reform, of regulation, of checks
and balances, but trueintegrity isimpos-
sible without God's presence, impos-
sible without God's word.”

Referring to the U.S. National
Prayer Breakfast, Pashinyan said the
peace process is an event that has taken
place “ between two prayer breakfasts,”
which he believes may carry spiritual
meaning.

He concluded his speech with
Psalm 31, saying that the hours spent in
this prayer-breakfast format provide
spiritual strength to continue or reaffirm
the path that, in hisview, God has set for
the Armenian people.

Civil Contract Party Wins
Vagharshapat Local Elections

YEREVAN — Accordingtothe
November 16 local self-government
elections in Vagharshapat, Civil
Contract party candidate Argishti
Mehakyan won 15,298 votes and
will become the head of the commu-
nity.

The opposition failed to repeat
its success in Gyumri. Civil Con-
tract will assume sole control in
V agharshapat.
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Argishti Mehakyan thanked his
teammates and all who voted for
him.

Political forces approached the
Vagharshapat elections as a prelude
to the 2026 parliamentary elections.
Arayik Harutyunyan also noted this,
calling the opposition’s defeat
“crushing.”

Continued on page4

Armenian-American Working Groups Begin
Implementation the Washington Agreements

YEREVAN - Armenian-American
working groups have begun operating to
implement the Washington agreements
and advance the “Trump Track.” The
Armenian Government stated regarding
themeeting between U.S. Deputy Assis-
tant Secretary of State Alison Hooker
and Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

OntheAmericanside, theworking
group will be led by Deputy Assistant
Secretary Sonata Coulter, who oversees
U.S. policy toward Russia and Central
Europe.

Coulter previously served as
Deputy Political Counselor at the U.S.
Embassy in Moscow.

Back in October, the State Depart-
ment announced that the U.S. govern-
ment intended to establishitsfirst work-
inggroupswith Armeniaand Azerbaijan
by the end of this year. It remains
unclear whether a U.S.—Azerbaijani
working group has also been formed.

Duringher conversationwithNikol
Pashinyan, Alison Hooker stressed that
continued cooperationbetweentheUnited
States and Armenia—combined with
progress toward acomprehensive peace
agreement between Armenia and
Azerbaijanand normalizationof relations
with Turkey—promisestoopenthe South
Caucasus as a vital trade corridor.

Alison Hooker also met Armenian
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan on
Monday.

The sides discussed the develop-
ment of Armenia-U.S. strategic partner-
ship and reaffirmed readiness to deepen
cooperation in mutually relevant fields,
including energy, infrastructure, artifi-
cial intelligence, and investment promo-
tion.

“1 am pleased to note the dynamic
political dialogueaimed at expandingthe

Continued on page4

PSRC Revokes Electric Networks of
Armenia’s Distribution License

YEREVAN — Armenia’s Pub-
lic ServicesRegulatory Commission
(PSRC) has revoked the electricity
distribution license of the Electric
Networks of Armenia (ENA).

Today, the PSRC resumed the
discussion—launched on November
13—onrevoking ENA’ sdistribution
license.

ENA’'s temporary manager,
Romanos Petrosyan, had sent letters
tothe PSRC informingitthat ENA’s
automated metering system malfunc-
tioned in January 2025, and that
since 2018 data from the automated
metering systems had been deleted.
This was considered grounds for
revoking the company’s license.

Other groundsincluded ENA’s
under-collection and over-billing
practices, as well as the company’s
provision of financial guarantees to
other firms within the Tashir Group
for obtaining bank loans. Theseloans
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were taken from Armenian commer-
cial banks.

According to the temporary
manager, large quantities of inaccu-
rate data were previously submitted
to the PSRC, resulting in incorrect
assessments of the distribution
network’s condition, the true num-
ber of outages, and the scale of losses.
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Ex-Karabakh Leaders Face Life Sentences,
Lengthy Prison Terms In Baku Trial

BAKU —ProsecutorsinAzerbaijan
have requested prison terms ranging
from 16 yearsto life for former politi-
cal and military leaders of Nagorno-
Karabakh, as well as other Armenian
detainees, during an ongoing trial in
Baku.

Azerbaijani authorities captured
a number of former Karabakh offi-
cials, including three former presi-
dents of the republic, following
Azerbaijan’s 2023 capture of the re-
gion. Themilitary operation conducted
by Azerbaijan forced all ethnic Arme-
nians of Nagorno-Karabakh to flee to
Armenia, ending nearly three decades
of their push for independence from
Baku.

Defendants in the trial, which
began in January, are accused of start-
ing and conducting war, genocide,
terrorism, theviolent seizure of power,
and other serious crimes.

According to Azerbaijan’ s state-
run Azertac news agency, the pros-
ecution on Thursday asked the court

to sentenceformer Nagorno-Karabakh
President Arayik Harutiunian, former
Defense Army commander Levon
Mnatsakanian, former Defense Army
deputy commander Davit Manukian,
former Parliament Speaker Davit
I shkhanian, and former Foreign Min-
ister Davit Babayan to life imprison-
ment.

Azertac reported that prosecu-
tors sought 20-year sentences for
former Artsakh presidents Arkady
Ghukasyan and Bako Sahakyan, citing
Azerbaijani law that barslife sentences
for individuals aged 65 or older.

Prosecutors also asked for 20-
year terms for Madat Babayan and
Melikset Pashayan. They requested a
19-year sentencefor Garik Martirosian,
an 18-year sentence for Davit
Alaverdian, a 17-year sentence for
Levon Balayan, and 16-year sentences
forVasiliy Beglarian, Gurgen Stepanian,
and Erik Ghazarian.

The next hearing in the trial is
scheduled for November 27.

Gevorg Kostanyan and Vahagn Harutyunyan
Still Wanted in March 1 Case

Former Prosecutor General
Gevorg Kostanyan and former head of
theinvestigativegroupfortheMarch 1
case, Vahagn Harutyunyan, remain
wanted, the chairman of the Anti-
Corruption Committee, Artur
Nahapetyan, stated during public hear-
ingsin Parliament.

According to Nahapetyan,
Harutyunyan has been charged for or-
ganizing aprocessin whichinvestiga-
tors and police officers replaced car-
tridge cases of various calibers found
during the scene examination and sub-

mitted to experts. The charges also
state that Harutyunyan falsified infor-
mation regarding the involvement of
thearmedforcesintheMarch 1 events,
thereby helping Gevorg K ostanyan—
who represented the Armenian gov-
ernment before the European Court of
Human Rights—conceal aparticularly
grave crime and commit official falsi-
fications.

Hetq had previously reported that
Kostanyan, who has been wanted by
law enforcement since 2019, obtained
Russian citizenship and has been reg-

Defense Minister Suren Babikyan Attends
Opening Ceremony of “Dubai Airshow 2025

DUBAI -- ArmenianDefenseMin-
ister Suren Papikyan attended the offi-
cial opening ceremony of the Dubai
Airshow 2025 international exhibition

and watched the aerial demonstrations.

Papikyan then toured the exhibi-
tionhallsand familiarized himself with
the displays.

Yerevan Ranked Among World’s

Y erevan has been listed among
the world's top cities with the best
nightlife, according toapublication by
Condé Nast Traveller, reported by
Armenia’s Tourism Committee.

The ranking was compiled by JB
Digital Entertainment, which exam-
ined safety levels, venue density,
affordability, and visitor ratings.

Barcelona ranked first, with 304
bars and clubs—636 nightlife venues
in total—per 100 km2. The average
drink costs about $4.65, and clubs
often stay open until 6 a.m.

Pariscamesecond, withthehigh-
est venuedensity andthepriciest drinks
($8.15), followed by Tokyo and
Prague.

Thilisi completed the top five,
standing out for itshigh safety and low
prices. Bali earned the highest average

nightlife rating (4.64), despite having
fewer venues.

The cheapest drinks were in
Budapest, averaging $2.99.

Y erevan ranked seventh, with 33
bars/clubs per 100 kmz2, 48 nightlife
venues overall, and an average drink
cost of $3.40. Thecity isknown for its
rooftop parties, Wine Street, andlively
atmosphere.

Top Nightlife Cities of 2025:

1. Barcelona
2. Paris
3. Tokyo
4. Prague
5. Thilis
6. Seoul
7. Yerevan
8. Bangkok
9. Bdi
10. Budapest

isteredin Moscow since January 2022.

The chairman of the Anti-Cor-
ruption Committeenoted that thecrimi-
nal case materials for the March 1
investigation comprise 600 volumes.
Dueto itsscale, since 2025 the inves-

tigation has been assigned to a joint
investigative team that includes 24 in-
vestigators from the Anti-Corruption
Committeeandthelnvestigative Com-
mittee. The preliminary investigation
isongoing.
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Harutyun Marutyan’s New Book Published
“Commemorating the Armenian Genocide”

Commemorating the
' Armenian Genocide

Binratiiin L i

LONDON/NEW YORK—I. B.
Tauris, animprint of Bloomsbury Pub-
lishing, has announced the publication
of Prof. Harutyun Marutyan's Com-
memorating the Armenian Genocide.
The book is part of the series Arme-
niansintheModern and Early Modern
World edited by BedrossDer Matossian
(University of Nebraska, Lincoln).

Commemorated annually on April
24, Armenian Genocide Remembrance
Day isavital part of national identity in
both Armenia and the diaspora. This
book offers a historical and anthropo-
logical perspective on how Armenians
commemorate the genocide and how
itssignificance has evolved over time.
It begins with the first demonstrations
by survivors in Allied-occupied
Constantinople in 1919 and traces the
fluctuationsin the politics of the geno-
cideanditsofficial and popular memory
duringthe Stalinist ban, theK hrushchev
thaw, and beyond. The book also de-
tails the rituals of the annual march to
the Armenian Genocide Memorial in
Y erevan and other memorial sites, ana-
lyzing how the collective memory of
this foundational event is embodied
and continues to influence Armenian
identity today.

Marutyan commented: “ Sincemy
school years, for more than half a
century, | have visited the Armenian
Genocide Memorial on April 24 every
year to pay tribute to the memory of
the innocent victims. Due to my pro-
fession, | eventually began to pay at-
tention to people’s behavior, speech,
and attire. | became interested in the
guestion of when Armenianshave been
celebrating April 24, as well as the
developments it has had in Armenia
and the Diaspora over the course of a
century. | have always been interested
inthesymbolism of thememorial com-
plex asawhole, aswell asitsdifferent
parts. Existing research did not an-
swer all the questions that interested
me. And since | was already specializ-
ingin memory issues, | began to study
these issues as well. As a result, |
participatedinseveral conferenceswith
reports, articleswereborn, and, gradu-
aly, the idea of a monograph ma-
tured.”

According to Marutyan April 24
isnot just a Remembrance Day for the
victims of the Armenian Genocide. It
is one of the most important and dis-
tinctiveelementsof Armenianidentity,
invisibly connecting and uniting all
Armenians. The Remembrance Day

has been shaped by many political
twists and turns, and even a century
later, itsvariousinterpretationsarestill
widely discussed by social and profes-
sional circles. Commemorating the
Genocidewith anannual one-day event
reflectsand embodiesthe current state
of society, serving as a summary of
the realities, concepts, policies, and
propaganda at a given moment. At the
same time, honoring the victims of the
Genocide does not depend solely on
whether this day is observed.

For Marutyan, the memory of
the Medz Yeghern has been subtly
present in many formsin the survivors
and their descendants, in the hearts of
those who are aware of the Genocide.
It isreflected in their speech, conver-
sations, behaviors, attitudes, and ac-
tions throughout their lives. Discuss-
ing the significance of Remembrance
Day involves examining the full range
of ways in which the memory of the
Genocide manifests. Sincetheissueis
too broad for just one chapter, only a
selection of topics are addressed here.
However, the questions discussed aim
to shed some light on the problem.

“This groundbreaking study on
the commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide, authored by one of
Armenid sleadinganthropol ogists, rep-
resents alandmark contribution to the
field,” said Der Matossian, editor of
the series. “Marutyan’s book is the
first comprehensive work to trace the
evolution of genocide remembrance
over the past century. Through an
incisive analysis of the rituals, sym-
bols, and commemorativelanguagethat
have shaped public memory, the study
offers innovative perspectives and
opens new avenues for understanding
how a nation constructs and trans-
formsits collective remembrance,” he
concluded.

Reviews

“Memory keeps a nation alive,
Evenif you cut off itsheads, an Arme-
nian poet wrote, the nation is like a
hydrathat will grow back many more.
Anthropologist Harutyun Marutyan
gives us a forgotten history of how
Armeniansaroundtheworld, and even-
tually in Soviet Armenia, remembered
their martyrs in the Armenian Geno-
cide of 1915. Commemoration is fun-
damental to the passing on of memory.
Even the young architects who de-
signed the Tsitsernakabert Monument
to the Genocide did not know what the
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AGMI Researchers Expose for the First Time
the Hidden Role of Female Perpetrators in
the Armenian Genocide

YEREVAN — The Armenian
Genocide Museumlnstitute (AGMI) is
proud to announce the publication of a
pioneering article, “In the Shadow of
Genocide: Female Perpetrators of the
Armenian Genocide,” in the interna-
tionally recognized journal Women's
History Review.

Authored by Dr. Edita Gzoyan,
Dr. ElinaMirzoyan, and Dr. Regina
Galustyan, the study explores a
largely overlooked aspect of the Ar-
menian Genocide—the role of
women as active participants and
perpetrators. Drawing on rare archi-
val materials, survivor testimonies,
and contemporary accounts, the re-
search reveals how gender, ideol-
ogy, and power intersected in pro-
cesses of violence and complicity
during the genocide.

Twentieth-century genocides
challenge the notion that women are
inherently “peaceful,” showing that
women, too, could engage in incite-
ment, propaganda, and direct acts of
violence. This study addresses a sig-
nificant gap in Armenian Genocide
scholarship by examining theinvolve-
ment of Turkish women. Using oral
and written testimonies, memoirs, and
other sources, the research demon-
strates that women participated in a
spectrum of actions—from incitement

and propagandato direct killings—and
highlights forms of institutional par-
ticipation that warrant further investi-
gation.

By foregrounding women’s in-
volvement, the study contributes to
more holistic approaches in genocide
research and underscores the impor-
tance of including female perpetrators
in comprehensive analyses of the Ar-
menian Genocide.

Dr. Edita Gzoyan, Director of
AGMI, commented: “ Thisstudy sheds
light on a profoundly underexplored
dimension of the Armenian Genocide.
Examining women as perpetrators
broadensthehistorical record and chal-
lenges simplified perceptions of
victimhood, complicity, and agency.”
She continued: “It offers a more nu-
anced understanding of the complex
roles, motivations, and dynamics that
shaped the genocide.”

This publication reinforces
AGMI’'s growing role as a leading
international research hub dedicatedto
uncovering new perspectives and fos-
tering academic dialogueonthe Arme-
nian Genocide and comparative geno-
cide studies. AGMI continues to en-
courageinterdisciplinary research that
deepens knowledge of the past and
contributesto the global field of geno-
cide studies.

Y eghern (Genocide) was when they
took up the task. In this beautifully
written history, we learn how memory
was transmitted for the last one hun-
dred years, astory that has not hitherto
been told. Like monuments and com-
memorations, this book is one of the
transmittersthat keepsthepast alivein
the present.” ~Ronald Grigor Suny,
author of “They Can Liveinthe Desert
But Nowhere Else”: A History of the
Armenian Genocide

“The monograph by the Arme-
nian historian and former director of
the Armenian Genocide Museum-In-
stitute, Harutyun Marutyan, traces the
changing course of Armenian remem-
brance cultureand history politicswith
exceptional knowledge and from his
own experience. It also explains the
special features of Armenian com-
memorativerituals. Under Sovietrule,
the (Eastern) Armenian settlement area
that remained after the Ottoman geno-
cide had to fight for decades for the
right to self-determined remembrance.
It was not until 1965 that Moscow

allowed a memorial to be erected in
Armenia’s capital, Yerevan. Since
1967, the impressive memorial has
been the second pan-national place of
remembrance in Armenia, alongside
the Armenian Apostolic Catholicatein
Echmiadzin. Andit wasnot until 1988,
almost at the end of Soviet rule, that
the Soviet Armenian government dared
to make April 24 (1915) anational day
of remembrance and mourning. To-
day, recalling the darkest periods of
Modern Armenian history constitutes
an essential part of Armenianidentity.
Asadescendant of Western Armenian
genocide survivors, the author
Harutyun Marutyan played a signifi-
cant rolein shaping thisdevelopment.”
“Tessa Hofmann, author; scholar of
Armenianand genocidestudies; Berlin

“Every group victimized by mass
extermination expresses its pain and
the trauma endured by the survivors
and their descendants. When, more-
over, this supreme crime has gone

Continued on page4
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The Knights of Vartan’s
Tabibian Family Scholarship Empowers
STEM Education in Armenia

By GOHARPALYAN

YEREVAN —The Knights of
Vartan's Tabibian Family Scholarship
has supported a total of 16 students
since2023, providing full one-year schol-
arships to students at Yerevan State
University and the National Polytechnic
University of Armenia Thescholarships
focus on students pursuing degrees in
Science, Technology, and Engineering,
with recipients including youth from
across Armenia and refugees from
Artsakh.

Sincethe1990s, Knightsof Vartan
Inc. has partnered with these universi-
ties to provide scholarships to talented
students based on both academic excel-
lence and financial need. Over the de-
cades, more than 340 students have
benefited fromthispartnership. Building
onthislegacy, the Tabibianfamily Schol-
arship was launched in 2023 to further
expand educational opportunities for
Armenia snext generation of innovators
and engineers.

Dr. Tabibian’ svisionwasnot only
to enabl e students to pursue higher edu-
cationinscienceandtechnology but also
to strengthen Armenia s future in these
essential fields. Hisfamily has commit-
ted $1 million over a five-year period,
beginning in 2022, to the Knights of
Vartan Inc. The annual yield from this
fund provides scholarships to students
inSTEM fieldsat bothuniversities. Pref-
erence is given to students who demon-
strate strong academic performance and
a commitment to remain and work in
Armeniaafter graduation.

Growing up in Lebanon, Dr.
Tabibian developed adesireto help tal-
ented youth who might otherwise aban-
don their education in favor of early
employment. His lifelong commitment
has now become a meaningful opportu-
nity for many young Armenians to pur-
sue their dreams.

Each spring, scholarshipannounce-
ments are distributed, with selections
finalized by September. Duringthe” Back
totheHomeland” annual trip, theKnights
of Vartan delegation personally meets
with scholarship recipients and presents
their certificates. This year, al five
Y erevan State University recipients ex-
pressed their gratitudein fluent English,
highlighting their appreciation for the
organizationand thedonor’ sgenerosity.

Onerecipient Gevorg Nersisyan,
astudent at the Y erevan State Univer-
sity, shared: “| express my profound
gratitude to the Knights of Vardan
organization and Dr. Tabibyan and his
family for their support. Y our financial
sponsorship enabled me to continue
my master’ s studies and acquire new,
deeper knowledge. Y our support also
represents a responsibility for me. |
aspireto becomeaskilled professional
sothat | may contributetothestrength-
ening and prosperity of my country,
especially the flourishing of my place
of birth.”

Knights of Vartan Inc. remains
deeply committed to continuing and ex-
panding the scholarship program in the
years ahead, ensuring that more stu-
dents have access to the education and
opportunities they deserve.

Armenian-American Working Groups Begin

Continued from page 1

bilateral agenda, enriching our strategic
partnership with new content and con-
crete initiatives, as well as the U.S.’s
continued engagement in strengthening
the peace that has been established,”
Mirzoyan said.

They aso reviewed progress on
implementing the agreements reached
on August 8 in Washington. With the
symbolic 100th day of the Washington

Peace Summit approaching, Mirzoyan
and Hooker noted the progress achieved
so far and discussed theremaining steps.

They exchanged views on prepa-
ratory work for the “Trump Track for
International Peace and Prosperity,”
emphasizing its significance for devel-
oping transportation corridors and other
connectivity networks across a wider
geography.

Mirzoyan and Hooker also dis-
cussed other regional issues.

Harutyun Marutyan’s New Book Published

Continued frompage3

unpunished, as is the case in Turkey,

the demand for justice becomes a cen-
tral element of society. In thisrespect,
Harutyun Marutyan’s study offers a

Philanthropist Saad Kassis-Mohamed
Commits 120,000 Dollars for Early Childhood
Support in Armenia

Y EREV AN — Philanthropist Saad
K assis-M ohamed, chairman of WeCare
Foundation, has announced new sup-
port for early childhood development
in Armenia Theinitiative will deliver
practical help that families and teach-
erswill feel immediately: early learning
kits and classroom materials for kin-
dergartens and community centers;
caregiver workshops; basic health
screening for young children; winter
readiness for classrooms, including
heating support; and simple water and
sanitation upgrades sized for small
children.

Phase one will run with local
partners in Yerevan, Gyumri and
Vanadzor, with disbursements begin-
ning in December. Theinitial targetis
to reach up to 1,200 children ages
three to eight and train 150 teachers
and caregivers. Priority sites will re-
ceive new handwashing stations and
child-friendly toilets, alongwithteach-

Delivery will follow a simple,
transparent model. Partner educators
will use a common checklist to select
classrooms and centers, prioritizing
siteswith crowded rooms, limited heat-
ing and gapsinbasic supplies. Teacher
training will cover play-based learn-
ing, early numeracy andliteracy, class-

W Foundatlon

ing aids and take-home materials so
parents can continuelearning at home.

“Thiswork is about small things
that change a day for a child,” said
Saad K assis-Mohamed. “ A warm class-
room, a safe tap, asimple set of learn-
ingtoolsand atrained adult who knows
what to look for. We will keep it
practical, publishwhat isdelivered and
where and listen to partners on the
ground.”

WeCare Foundation will issue a
short public summary after the first
phase, showing locations served,
people reached and the services pro-
vided. The initiative will be coordi-
nated with municipal education teams
and community organizationsto avoid
duplicationandtomakeaccessstraight-
forward for schools and families.

room warmth and safety and how to
spot developmental or vision concerns
for referral. Community sessions for
parents and caregivers will runin Ar-
menian and Russian, with materials
that can be taken home. Wherever
possible, supplies and minor works
will be sourced locally to support jobs
and speed up installation before the
coldest weeks.

Monitoring will track atten-
dance, classroom warmth and safety
checks, the number of screenings
completed and caregiver participa-
tion. A feedback channel for teach-
ersand parentswill be open through-
out the term, so that adjustments
can be made quickly and the public
summary will be publishedin Arme-
nian and English.

Civil Contract Party Wins

Continued frompagel

The Prime Minister congratu-
lated Mehakyéan on his victory.

In the morning, Nikol
Pashinyan also addressed histeam’s
victory in Vagharshapat on his
Facebook page—first congratul at-
ing all residents of Vagharshapat on
the democratic elections. He then
made several remarks and apolo-

gized for all the mistakes Civil Con-
tract had made in the community.

According to the published re-
sults, the Sunday local electionswere
won by Civil Contract with 15,298
votes. The Victory bloc received
10,051 votes; Pan-Armenian Front—
295; Republic—1,241; Mother Ar-
menia—1,692; Free Democrats—
1,177; Heritage—440; and the Home-
land party—1,193 votes.

comprehensive overview of the vari-
ous forms of expression in Armenian
society, which is still dominated by
this legacy. His anthropological ap-
proach is masterly and will undoubt-
edly contributeto further reflection on
the consequences of genocide.”
“Raymond Kévorkian, Director of

Research Emeritus, Université Paris
VI, Saint-Denis, France

Copies of Commemorating the
Armenian Genocide are available for
purchase on the Bloomsbury Press
website. Enter code GLR AT8 at the
checkout on bloomsbury.com for 35%
off.
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