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Armenia, India Discuss Bilateral Defense
Cooperation, Regional Security

YEREVAN — At the adminis-
trative complex of the Ministry of
Defense, the First Deputy Minister
of Defense of the Republic of Arme-
nia and Chief of the General Staff of
the Armed Forces, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Eduard Asryan, held a one-on-
one meeting with the Chief of the
Defense Staff of the Indian Armed
Forces, General Anil Chauhan. The
talks were followed by an expanded
meeting with the two delegations.

The sides discussed the current
state of defense cooperation between
Armenia and India, and reviewed the
outcomes of activities implemented
under the bilateral cooperation pro-
gram.

They also addressed a range of
issues related to the effective imple-
mentation of activities planned for

2026. Both sides underscored the im-
portance of expanding cooperation in
education, professional training, exer-
cises and drills, as well as the ex-
change of experience across various
fields, to be carried out in both Arme-
nia and India.

Lieutenant General Eduard Asryan
presented the main directions of the
transformation of the Armenian Armed
Forces, emphasizing the significance
of Armenia—India defense cooperation
within this process.

Armenia’s Minister of Defense
Suren Papikyan also received Gen-
eral Anil Chauhan. According to the
Ministry of Defense, Chauhan ex-
pressed the Indian Armed Forces’
readiness to continue developing

Continued on page 2

We Are Building an Entirely New Territorial
Defense System from Scratch, Says Pashinyan

YEREVAN — At a ceremonial
session marking the 34th anniversary
of the formation of the Armed Forces
of the Republic of Armenia, Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan delivered a
speech in which he addressed, among
other issues, the reforms being imple-
mented in the defense sector and un-
derscored their importance in a rapidly

changing world.

“When we fail to change in a
changing world, we are left behind—
and unfortunately, this is something
that has happened to us several times
throughout our history. We have de-
cided to change that approach,” the

Continued on page 2

Governor Newsom Accuses Dr. Mehmet Oz
of Targeting California’s Armenian
Community in Fraud “Investigation”

SACRAMENTO —Mehmet Oz,
the administrator of the U.S. Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services,
has been accused of targeting
California’s Armenian community af-
ter the former celebrity television doc-
tor released a video showing him con-
ducting so-called street “investiga-
tions” that appeared to focus on Arme-
nian neighborhoods in Los Angeles.

“Our office is reviewing reports
that Dr. Mehmet Oz recently targeted
the Armenian American community in
Southern California, making racially
charged claims of fraud outside Arme-
nian-owned businesses, including a
popular bakery. Given the historic sen-
sitivities involved, we are taking these
allegations seriously. Any and all acts
of hate have no place in California,”
Governor Gavin Newsom said in a
post on X.

Oz, a Turkish-American dual citi-
zen better known as “Dr. Oz” from his
years as a television presenter, shared
a video on Tuesday in which he drives
through the Van Nuys neighborhood

of Los Angeles. In the footage, he
points to medical facilities and other
businesses displaying Armenian-lan-
guage signage and accuses them of
being connected to a large-scale fraud
scheme.

“So you can see these are medi-
cal buildings. They’ve got Cyrillic
writing,” Oz says inaccurately while
pointing to businesses with signs writ-

Continued on page4

Sarafian: TRIPP Is Being Criticized by Those
Who Handed Over Factories to Russia Under
the “Assets for Debt” Deal

C
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YEREVAN — Hampik Sarafian,
Chairman of the Central Board of the
Social Democrat Hunchakian Party,
said that, as things stand today, the
peace steps taken in the Armenia—
Azerbaijan direction represent U.S.
President Donald Trump’s only tan-
gible success.

“Because his approach has al-
ways been driven not by ideology or a
system of values, but by a commer-
cial, material mindset, such an oppor-
tunity opened up. There was talk about
the Middle Corridor... it is clear that
this region is one of the key links, and
success on this issue was necessary,”
Sarafian said in an interview at
Civic.am’s studio.

According to Sarafian, the criti-
cism directed at the authorities on this
issue is aimed purely at mobilizing
opposition voters.

“Russia has held monopolies in
various sectors here for years, and that
is considered a positive phenomenon.
But suddenly, when America comes in,
they say we are giving up sovereign
territory. Praise and criticism should be
applied equally. I understand the opposi-
tion—they were hoping for failures so
they could succeed in the next elections,
but the opposite is happening. Most
importantly, practical steps are being
taken,” he noted.

Sarafian believes that Armenia
has now become a full-fledged partner
for the United States.

“Criticism is coming from the
very people who, under the ‘Assets for
Debt’ deal, handed over factories of
vital importance to the country to Rus-
sia. They fail to see the beam in their
own eye, yet point out the speck in
someone else’s,” he concluded.
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ACA Demands Accountability
Following Dr. Oz’s Racist Video

The Armenian Council of America
(ACA) adds its full support to the calls
for a federal civil-rights investigation
into Dr. Mehmet Oz’s racially charged
video targeting Armenian-owned busi-
nesses in Los Angeles.

The suggestion that Armenian-
language signage is proof of criminal-
ity isn’t just baseless, it spreads big-
otry and has real consequences for the
livelihoods and safety of law-abiding
Armenian Americans. Such divisive
rhetoric undermines the values of in-
clusion and fairness that our country
strives to uphold.

We strongly endorse Governor
Newsom’s official statement and his

decision to file a complaint under Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act. His swift
action makes clear that California will
nottolerate profiling based on ethnicity
and stands firmly with the millions of
Armenian Americans who contribute
to society.

We echo the Governor’s call for a
thorough investigation and for federal
authorities to ensure that government
officials do not abuse their platforms by
promoting racialized stereotypes.

ACA also calls on President
Trump to dismiss Dr. Oz from his
position as the Administrator of the
Administrator for the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services.

Security Council Secretary and EU
Delegation Discuss Expanding Cooperation

YEREVAN — Secretary of the
Security Council of the Republic of
Armenia Armen Grigoryan received a
delegation led by Olof Skoog, Deputy
Secretary General for Political Affairs
of the European External Action Ser-
vice.

The interlocutors expressed sat-
isfaction with the steady development
and expansion of cooperation between
Armenia and the European Union. They
also discussed a number of issues on

the Armenia—EU comprehensive
agenda, emphasizing the importance
of providing the second tranche of
support to Armenia through the Euro-
pean Peace Facility.

During the meeting, the Security
Council Secretary presented initiatives
aimed at enhancing regional connec-
tivity and developing infrastructure
within the framework of the peace
conditions established between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan.

Armenia, India Discuss Bilateral Defense

Continued from page 1

cooperation along existing lines and
to initiate new areas of mutual inter-
est.

Papikyan highly assessed the
current level of Armenia—India defense
cooperation, stressing the importance
of the regular implementation of joint

programs. The parties also discussed a
number of issues related to regional
and international security.

The meeting was attended by
India’s Ambassador to Armenia,
Nilakshi Saha Sinha.

The delegation led by General
Anil Chauhan arrived in Armenia on an
official visit on February 1.

European Integration Is a Societal Choice,
Not Just a Political Goal: Mirzoyan

BRUSSELS — Armenia’s shared
vision of European integration is not
merely a political objective, but a soci-
etal choice rooted in civic initiative,
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan said
in an address to the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe
(PACE) on January 28.

“Last spring, the National As-
sembly of the Republic of Armenia
adopted a law launching the process of
accession to the European Union. The
support of both the government and
the National Assembly underscores
that our shared vision of European
integration is not simply a political
goal, but a societal choice stemming
from civic initiative. This reflects the
democratic will ofthe Armenian people
to secure our future within the family
of European nations, as a true expres-
sion of our values and identity,”
Mirzoyan stated.

He noted that another important
milestone was reached last December,
when the Armenia—EU Strategic Part-
nership Agenda was adopted in Brus-
sels. This document complements the
Comprehensive and Enhanced Part-
nership Agreement (CEPA) between
Armenia and the European Union and
elevates bilateral cooperation to a stra-
tegic level.

According to Mirzoyan, Armenia
and the EU are now taking numerous
steps to deepen sectoral cooperation.

“Sectoral integration, visa liber-
alization, and participation in a wide
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range of programs—we hope to con-
tinue our joint efforts,” the foreign
minister said.

Mirzoyan also emphasized that
Armenia’s strong commitment to de-
mocracy, human rights, and the rule of
law defines the country’s character as
a state.

“Today, we reaffirm the choice
we made 25 years ago. We do so
knowing that our path toward peace
and democracy will still face many
trials, that external pressures will at-
tempt to divert us, and that the road
ahead will not be easy. But we also
know that we are not walking this path
alone. The citizens of Armenia know
this. The Council of Europe and this
Assembly stand by our side. We ex-
press our deep gratitude for this part-
nership, this solidarity, and the shared
belief that our common values are
worth defending,” Mirzoyan

We Are Building an Entirely New Territorial

Continued frompage 1

Prime Minister said.

Pashinyan described the most
importantachievement of today’s army
as the establishment of a mindset fo-
cused on continuously expanding its
horizons and a clear understanding of
the necessity of doing so. In this con-
text, he emphasized the importance of
developing education within the sec-
tor, noting that concrete steps are
being taken in that direction.

“Today, a sergeant system is
being introduced, which will have a
transformative impact on the logic of
our Armed Forces and the combat
readiness of our army. This is a deeply
discussed, substantive change that I
consider extremely important. We are
essentially creating a completely new
territorial defense system from scratch,
and this, too, is highly significant,”
Pashinyan stated.

The Prime Minister also touched
upon the “Defender of the Fatherland”
program, noting that it provides a strong
opportunity for young people to pur-
sue professional orientation in favor of
military service. “We have never had
such a system before—one that gradu-
ally brings young people closer to mili-
tary service and demonstrates its ad-
vantages. Today, many 19-year-old
servicemen are taking home 500,000
to 600,000 drams each month and,
when not on combat duty, are living at
home,” he said.

Within the broader scope of re-
forms, Pashinyan highlighted the im-

portance of awareness and understand-
ing among those working in the sector.
“What are we doing, and why are we
doing it? This is the most important
question, because, as you all know,
systemic resistance is one of the most
brutal challenges and is sometimes
impossible to overcome. But [ want to
emphasize that everything happening
today is the result of our collective
efforts—of all of us. I want us to value
this, because it is extremely important
and holds great worth,” the Prime
Minister concluded.

According to Pashinyan, the next
layer is interconnectedness, through
which external security must be en-
sured.

“This means creating a frame-
work of relations with the outside
world in which the country becomes
such an important part of the global
supply-chain economy that its secu-
rity and stability become important for
many others—including neighboring
countries and major powers. Con-
versely, any instability would be per-
ceived as a threat by the region and the
international community. The ‘Cross-
roads of Peace’ project and the TRRIP
project stemming from it—once imple-
mented—will allow goods to flow
through the territory of the Republic of
Armenia from east to west and from
north to south. They create such an
opportunity for our country, and we
rely, and will continue to rely, on this
strategic understanding,” Nikol
Pashinyan said, adding that this con-
stitutes a security guarantee.




Massis Weekly

TEDxLittle Armenia Debuts at USC

LOS ANGELES —On January
23, 2026, before a packed audience
at USC Bing Theatre, the USC
Dornsife Institute of Armenian Stud-
ies debuted TEDxLittle Armenia, a
transformative program that high-
lighted diverse voices and cultural
intersections.

Born ofacollaboration between
the Institute and TEDxYerevan, the
event featured talks from seven ex-
traordinary speakers of different pro-
fessional backgrounds, all united by
their Armenian heritage.

Centered on the theme of Hy-
brid Identities, the program was ex-
perimental both in content and form,
blending traditional speeches with
multimedia elements, music, and
dance.

In her introductory remarks,
Institute Director Dr. Shushan

Karapetian situated the evening within
the larger landscape of contempo-
rary Armenian Studies.

“TEDxLittleArmenia is the op-
portunity to tell our story: a space to
explore how multiple identities can
coexist within one person, and how
those layers, when embraced, be-
come a source of creativity, resil-
ience, and innovation,” Karapetian
said. “It is a celebration of a dy-
namic community whose strength
comes not from uniformity or ho-
mogeneity, but from diversity and
heterogeneity.”

Ani Adjemian, Lecturer in Law
at USC Gould School of Law, kicked
off the program with a talk about the
power of greetings. She explained
how a simple hello—in Armenian,
barev—can create a sense of inclu-
sion for those seeking belonging.

Following Adjemian’s heart-
warming message, Ashot
Arzumanyan, Partner at SmartGate
VC, offered practical tools for iden-
tifying and seizing one’s potential.

Drawing from his experience
in building and advising startups, he
presented a three-part matrix that
invited viewers to identify their su-
perpower and position it ahead of a
wave. Arzumanyan showed how this
formula of “superpower, position,
wave,” could be applied to myriad
personal and professional scenarios.

In athought-provoking talk that
considered humans’ relationship to

the natural world, Aroussiak
Gabrielian, Institute Leadership
Council Member and Director of the
Landscape Futures Lab at USC, chal-
lenged the audience to consider the
future of design.

To maintain the potency and
impact of the talks, the program
offered brief interludes from words.
In an evocative contemporary dance
performance, Ludvig Ispiryan and
Natalie Palmgreen embodied the
evening’s theme through movement.

Leaning into hybridity from all
angles, Karen Khachikyan, Founder
of Robin the Robot, brought the
emotionally intelligent invention
onstage as part of a speech about the
importance of practicing kindness.
He explained how kindness is not an
innate quality, but a skill that must
be learned and applied.

Marie Lou Papazian, founding
CEO of the TUMO Center for Cre-
ative Technologies, described the

new identities that emerge among
youth when the right conditions of
creativity and freedom are fostered.

Armen Derkevorkian, Co-
Founder and President of Signal7,
reflected on his life as a polymath,
and the pressures to choose between
his identity as an engineer and clas-
sically trained violinist. His contri-
bution showed that one need not
decide between seemingly disparate
passions—a unique power can be
unlocked from embracing multiple
disciplines.

Following  his speech,
Derkevorkian captivated the room
with a breathtaking performance of
Kreisler’s Liebeslind (Love’s Sor-
TOW).

Producer and Founder of Prox-
imity Media Sev Ohanian——the first
Armenian-American nominated for
an Academy Award for Best Picture
with Sinners—closed the show with
an inspirational tale about chasing
one’s dream. While seeking to break
into Hollywood, Ohanian initially
viewed his heritage as an Achilles’
heel, due to the lack of Armenian
representation in the industry. Years
later, he realized how wrong his
initial assessment was.

“If your community is outside
the mainstream, it isn’t a weakness
at all. It’s actually a massive
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New IJAGS Special Issue Examines Law,
Activism, and the Global Recognition of the
Armenian Genocide

YEREVAN — The International
Journal of Armenian Genocide Studies
(IJAGS), a peer-reviewed academic
journal published twice a year by the
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute
(AGMI), has released Volume 10, Is-
sue 2 (2025), a special issue titled
“Law, Activism, and the International
Recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide.” The issue is guest-edited by
Julien Zarifian (University of Poitiers)
and Edita Gzoyan, Editor-in-Chief of
IJAGS, who in this volume also serves
as Guest Editor.

Positioned at the intersection of
international law, memory politics,
activism, and education, the special
issue examines why, despite over-
whelming historical and archival evi-
dence, international recognition of the
Armenian Genocide remains uneven.
Central to this inquiry is the role of
persistent, state-sponsored denial by
the Republic of Turkey, which has
long obstructed pathways to justice,
accountability, and historical truth
while simultaneously catalyzing global
Armenian mobilization for recognition
as an act of dignity and truth-telling.

The contributors collectively
show thatrecognition is neither a single
political act nor merely a function of
geopolitical alignment. Rather, it is an
evolving process shaped by legal inter-
pretation, domestic constitutional
frameworks, civil society engagement,
educational initiatives, and the endur-
ing memory of survivors and their
descendants. The analysis examines
parliamentary resolutions, executive
declarations, judicial proceedings, and
truth-seeking initiatives as distinct yet
interconnected mechanisms through
which recognition has advanced across
different national contexts.

Beyond historical acknowledg-
ment, the issue underscores the con-
temporary relevance of recognition. In
a global environment still marked by
mass atrocities, denial and distortion
continue to undermine accountability
and weaken genocide prevention ef-
forts. The Armenian Genocide case
illustrates how unresolved historical
injustices reverberate across genera-
tions, influence foreign policy debates,
and affect regional and international
security, most starkly evident in the
forced displacement of the indigenous
Armenian population of Nagorno-
Karabakh/Artsakh in 2023. Recogni-
tion, the issue argues, must therefore
be understood not as symbolic but as
afoundational element of international
legal norms and the protection of vul-
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nerable communities.

Gzoyan and Zarifian commented
on the special issue saying: “Recogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide is not
merely a question of historical ac-
knowledgment. It is a legal, political,
and ethical process that directly af-
fects contemporary struggles against
denial, impunity, and mass violence,
while also affirming the dignity,
memory, and rights of the victims and
their descendants. This issue demon-
strates how law, activism, and memory
together shape pathways toward jus-
tice.”

The volume brings together lead-
ing scholars and practitioners from
multiple disciplines. Rosa Ana Alija
Fernandez examines the invocation and
misinterpretation of the principle of
non-retroactivity under the Genocide
Convention in recognition debates;
Thomas Hochmann analyzes the nor-
mative value of France’s Law of 29
January 2001 recognizing the Arme-
nian Genocide; Federico Gaitan
Hairabedian explores Argentina’s tran-
sitional justice mechanisms and truth-
trial experiences in the context of the
Armenian Genocide recognition pro-
cess; and Melanie O’Brien traces de-
cades of academic activism in Austra-
lia, highlighting the entanglement of
recognition politics with national
memory and civic mobilization.

Collectively, the contributions
underscore that law, activism, and
memory are inseparable in the struggle
for recognition. By situating the Arme-
nian Genocide within broader debates
on denial, justice, and prevention, this
special issue speaks not only to schol-
ars of Armenian studies but also to all
those engaged in confronting mass
atrocities and in strengthening the rule
of law.

strength,” he said. “Because you start
building with people who already
know you, trust you, and want you
to win. And if you do succeed, it’s
not just about you. Your community
succeeds with you.”

The program mirrored the
breadth of its audience, attracting a
large cross-section of guests from
across Los Angeles, including local
elected officials. Los Angeles City
Councilmember Hugo Soto-Martinez,
who represents Little Armenia, pre-

sented a certificate of recognition
honoring TEDxLittle Armenia. He
said the event’s theme encapsulated
“the diverse intersections of culture
and experience that are emblematic
of our district and city.”

Through an immersive, genre-
bending program, TEDxLittle Arme-
nia demonstrated the Institute’s po-
sition as a leader in educational events
that invite viewers to experience
Armenian stories in new and pro-
found ways.
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“displaced”: Diaspora and Diasporic Return
by Ara Oshagan

FRESNO — Ara Oshagan will
present his new book in a talk, ““dis-
placed’: Diaspora and Diasporic Re-
turn” at 7:00PM on Friday, February
13, 2026, in the Grosse Industrial
Technology Building, Room 101 (2255
E. Barstow Ave.) on the Fresno State
campus. The lecture is free and open
to the public.

Oshagan will present photo-
graphs from his recently published
photographic book ‘displaced’ —a
work about diasporic memory, multi-
generational displacement, and the
ambiguities of narrative.
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Oshagan, whose grandparents
survived the Armenian Catastro-
phe of 1915 and whose parents
were themselves born in Diaspora,
was born and grew up in the Arme-
nian diasporic community of Beirut.
He was himselfdisplaced as a child
during the Civil War and came of
age in the United States.

With displaced, Oshagan re-
turns to Beirut carrying this history
and wades into the spaces of his
community and childhood to photo-
graph neighborhoods fraught with

their own generational legacies of
displacement, war, and fierce inde-
pendence. Centered on the dense
Armenian district of Bourj
Hammoud, the work is simulta-
neously personal and collective.

displaced is the third canto in
a trilogy by Oshagan set in Los
Angeles, Artsakh/Armenia, and
Beirut. displaced is published by
Kehrer Verlag in Germany and is a
collaboration with author Krikor
Beledian whose text is translated
by Taline Voskeritchian and Chris
Millis.

Oshagan is a diasporic trans-
disciplinary artist and curator whose
practice explores collective and per-
sonal histories of displacement,
legacies of violence, identity, and
(un)imagined futures. Oshagan
works in photography, collage, in-

stallation, film, archives, book arts,
public art and monuments and has
published four books of photogra-
phy. He has had solo exhibitions
and public art installations in Los
Angeles, New York, Boston, Ar-
menia, Morocco, and South Korea.
His work has been featured on
NPR, the LA Times, Hyperallergic,
Mother Jones, and Art Papers
among others. Oshagan is an Art-
ist-in-Residence at the 18th Street
Art Center in Santa Monica and
curator at the City of Glendale.

Free parking is available in
Fresno State Lot P23, near the In-
dustrial Technology building. Park-
ing permits are not required for
Friday night lectures.

The presentation will also be
live-streamed on YouTube at: https:/
/bit.ly/armenianstudiesyoutube.

Governor Newsom Accuses Dr. Mehmet Oz

Continued frompage 1

ten in Armenian.

“Yousee Russian, Armenian writ-
ing,” he adds.

Later in the video, Oz films a
segment in front of two businesses in
a strip mall—Kilikia Art Studio and
Tigranakert Lavash—both bearing Ar-
menian signage, including text that
reads “fresh bread.”

He implies that these businesses
are linked to the alleged fraud scheme,

stating that “quite a bit of it is run by
the Russian—Armenian mafia.”

Prior to entering politics, Oz was
widely criticized for promoting
pseudoscience, alternative medicine,
and unproven medical theories. These
criticisms resurfaced repeatedly dur-
ing his unsuccessful 2022 U.S. Senate
campaign in Pennsylvania. At that time,
members of the state’s Armenian com-
munity also criticized Oz for repeat-
edly failing to explicitly condemn the
Armenian Genocide.

Plan Your Spring

and Summer Ahesc

An unforgettable journey for Armenian yo
'15-18 that strengthens their bond to Armenia,
builds lifelong friendships, and inspires purpose
through cultural immersion and community service.

Summer 1

Summer 2

25 13 28 15

BOOK YOUR SPOT!

agbu.org/discover-armenia
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OF AMERICA

INVITES YOU

VERANDA RESTAURANT
SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2026

141 Artsakh Ave,
Glendale, CA 91205
Half Past Seven in the Evening
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CALL: (818) 308-5707
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