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U.S. and Armenia Deepen Strategic Partnership with Drone Transfer,
Energy Cooperation, and Major Investment Plans

YEREVAN — The United States
has approved the transfer of recon-
naissance unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) to Armenia and announced
significant new investments in energy,
technology, and defense cooperation,
U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance stated
on February 9 during a joint press
conference with Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan.

Vice President Vance confirmed
that the United States has authorized
the sale of $11 million worth of recon-
naissance drone technologies to Ar-
menia, describing the move as part of
a broader effort to ensure sustainable

peace through advanced defense ca-
pabilities. He emphasized that the ini-
tiative would also generate new jobs
and attract investment.

Addressing the regional peace
process, Vance said the United States
is working alongside Armenianot only
to build peace, but also to ensure long-
term prosperity. He highlighted the
TRIPP initiative as a transformative
regional project that will enhance trade,
transit, and energy connectivity while
strengthening peace through economic
integration.

The U.S. Vice President also an-
nounced that the U.S. State Depart-

ment has approved licenses for
NVIDIA, paving the way for high-tech
investment and chip-related projects
in Armenia—developments expected
to create new markets and skilled em-
ployment opportunities.

Vice President Vance stated that
Armenia is now at a point where it can
become a major pillar of economic
development in the region. He made
the remarks during an expanded-for-
mat meeting with Prime Minister
Pashinyan in Yerevan.

At the beginning of his address,
the U.S. Vice President conveyed warm
greetings to Armenia and the Armenian

people from U.S. President Donald
Trump.

“This is a wonderful country.
Thank you for hosting me and my
family. This is one of the oldest Chris-
tian nations. I firmly believe that you
have the opportunity not only to estab-
lish a lasting and irreversible peace,
but that Armenia is now at a point
where it can become a very serious
hub for economic development in this
region—bringing prosperity to the Ar-
menian people and having a positive
impact on the people of the United

Continued on page 4

Armenia Showcases Indian-Supplied
Weapons for the First Time

YEREVAN — Armenia has, for
the first time, publicly showcased sev-
eral samples of military equipment ac-
quired from India during the official
visit of the Chief of Defence Staff of
the Indian Armed Forces, General Anil
Chauhan.

The presentation featured weap-
ons produced in both Armenia and India.
Armenian Minister of Defense Suren
Papikyan announced the development in
a post on his Facebook page, also shar-
ing a video from the event.

“Within the framework of the
visit of the Chief of Defence Staff of
the Indian Armed Forces to the Repub-

lic of Armenia, samples of military
equipment produced in Armenia and
India were presented to him,” Papikyan
wrote.

Against the backdrop of General
Anil Chauhan’s visit, this open demon-
stration clearly indicates that Arme-
nia—India defense cooperation has en-
tered a practical, visible, and long-
term phase.

The move sends a strategic mes-
sage that Armenia is transitioning to a
new level of defense capability—com-
bining missile and artillery strike forces,
air defense systems, and diversified
technological partnerships.

Firebird and the U.S. Government
Announce Launch of Phase Two of Major

Al Project in Armenia, Expanding to
$4 Billion and 50,000 GPUs by 2026

YEREVAN — Firebird, a U.S.-
based company specializing in artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) cloud technolo-
gies and infrastructure, has an-
nounced the second phase of its
large-scale Al supercomputing
project in Armenia. The announce-
ment follows approval from U.S.
export licensing and regulatory au-
thorities for the sale and delivery of
an additional 41,000 NVIDIA GB300
GPUs to Armenia.

The expanded cluster repre-
sents a major milestone, placing Ar-
menia among the world’s top five
countries in terms of Al GPU cluster
capacity. Valued at $4 billion, the
project ranks as one of the most
significant technology investments
in Armenia’s history.

The announcement was made
during a press conference held as
part of an official visit to Yerevan by
U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance. The
event was attended by Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
NVIDIA Vice President for
Omniverse and Simulation Technol-

ogy Rev Lebaredian, as well as
Firebird co-founders Razmik
Hovakimyan and Alexander Yesayan.

Prime Minister Pashinyan
stated:

“l am pleased to note that,
thanks to the memorandum signed
between Armenia and the United
States on August 8 in the fields of
semiconductors and artificial intelli-
gence, Firebird’s major project to
build an Al factory and data center in
Armenia is now being brought to
life. I hope that the cooperation
formed in the high-tech sector will
allow us to further develop and
strengthen mutually beneficial part-
nerships between Armenian and U.S.
companies.”

U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance
said:

“Today marks a new beginning
for cooperation between Armenia
and the United States. The Prime
Minister spoke about this incredible
technological deal. The United States

Continued on page4
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Moscow’s Rhetoric Is Concerning to Us:
Armenian Parliament Speaker Alen Simonyan Tells Lavrov

MOSCOW — Armenia and
Azerbaijan have made significant
progress toward normalizing relations,
and the signing of a peace agreement is
anticipated—an outcome that is cru-
cial for Armenia’s future, stated Alen
Simonyan, Speaker of the National
Assembly of Armenia, during a meet-
ing in Moscow with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov.

Simonyan noted that Armenia is
interested in maintaining relations with
Russia and does not want Moscow to
perceive Armenia as taking steps
against it. At the same time, he empha-
sized that there are issues that require
discussion.

Referring to the Collective Secu-
rity Treaty Organization (CSTO),
Simonyan said that Yerevan still has
unanswered questions. “We are also
concerned by the rhetoric we often
hear in the public sphere. This con-
cerns Armenian society as well,” he
said, adding that the public reacts very
negatively to statements coming from

Moscow, since Russia is an ally and an
important partner for Armenia.

Opening the talks with Simonyan
in Moscow, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said that Russia regu-
larly hears what he described as strange
statements about alleged “imaginary
attacks from the north” against Arme-
nia.

“It is somewhat strange for us to
repeatedly hear claims that some
mythical attacks from the north are
being prepared against Armenia, or
that there are existential threats com-
ing from the Collective Security Treaty
Organization,” Lavrov said.

Lavrov also addressed statements
from Yerevan regarding so-called hy-
brid threats. He noted that the Euro-
pean Union constantly places Armenia
before a forced choice—either with
Russia or with the EU. “Membership in
the European Union is incompatible
with membership in the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union, but Russia respects
Armenia’s choice,” he added.

TRIPP Site Assessment Phase Begins as
AECOM Team Arrives in Armenia
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YEREVAN — A team from the
U.S.-based engineering and consulting
firm AECOM has arrived in Armenia to
begin site assessment work for the
TRIPP project, under a mandate from
the U.S. Department of State’s Part-
nership for Global Infrastructure and
Investment, the U.S. Embassy in Ar-
menia reported.

“These activities will include
technical and economic feasibility as-
sessments and the development of pro-
posals related to the construction of
railways and other infrastructure,
which will help stimulate long-term

economic growth in Armenia, enhance
connectivity, and promote regional in-
tegration,” the embassy said in a state-
ment.

The “Trump Route for Interna-
tional Peace and Prosperity,” or
TRIPP, is a regional infrastructure
initiative. Its foundational Joint Decla-
ration was signed in Washington on
August 8, 2025, by Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev,
with the direct mediation of U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

The framework for the project’s

Saturday, February 14, 2026

Armen Grigoryan and Magdalena Grono
Discuss Armenia—EU Bilateral Agenda

YEREVAN — Secretary of the
Security Council of Armenia Armen
Grigoryanreceived the European Union
Special Representative for the South
Caucasus and the crisis in Georgia,
Magdalena Grono. The meeting fo-
cused on the Armenia—EU bilateral
agenda, the regional peace process,
and infrastructure development
projects.

The interlocutors discussed issues
related to the Armenia—EU bilateral

agenda and addressed prospects for the
further development of relations.

During the meeting, Grigoryan
and Grono also discussed the peace
process established between Armenia
and Azerbaijan and recent develop-
ments. In this context, Grigoryan pre-
sented ongoing initiatives aimed at en-
hancing regional connectivity and in-
frastructure development, as well as
Armenia’s efforts toward institution-
alizing peace.

Life Sentences and Long Prison Terms
Handed Down in Baku Against Artsakh’s
Military and Political Leadership

BAKU — A military courtin Baku
has sentenced former Nagorno-
Karabakh (Artsakh) President Arayik
Harutyunyan, former Defense Army
Commander Levon Mnatsakanyan,
Major General Davit Manukyan, Na-
tional Assembly Speaker Davit
Ishkhanyan, and former Foreign Min-
ister Davit Babayan to life imprison-
ment, according to Azerbaijan’s state-
run APA, following what human rights
advocates have denounced as a politi-
cally motivated mock trial.

Former presidents Arkadi
Ghukasyan and Bako Sahakyan were
sentenced to 20 years in prison.
Azerbaijani law prohibits imposing life
sentences on individuals aged 65 and
over.

Among the defendants, Madat
Babayan and Melikset Pashayan re-
ceived 19-year prison terms, while
Davit Alaverdyan was sentenced to 16
years.

Garik Martirosyan was sentenced
to 18 years; Levon Balayan to 16 years;
and Vasil Beglaryan, Gurgen Stepanyan,
and Erik Ghazaryan each to 15 years in
prison.

The final court hearing in the
criminal case against three former
Artsakh presidents and other Artsakh
figures captured in September 2023
took place on December 26 of last
year. Following that session, the pre-
siding judge retired to deliberate before
delivering the verdict.

Baku has brought dozens of
charges against Artsakh’s military and
political leadership, including allega-
tions of planning and waging war,
illegal resettlement, torture, and other
offenses. The trial of former State
Minister Ruben Vardanyan is proceed-
ing separately.

Trials of Armenians in Azerbaijan
are covered exclusively by state-con-
trolled media outlets.

practical implementation was finalized
on January 13, 2026, by Armenian

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan and
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio.
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Armenian Ambassador Narek Mkrtchyan
Highlights Commitment to Religious
Freedom at “Save Armenia 2.0 Launch”

WASHINGTON, DC—On Feb-
ruary 3, the Ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Armenia to the United States,
Narek Mkrtchyan, participated in the
“Save Armenia 2.0 Launch” event held
within the framework of the Interna-
tional Religious Freedom Summit.

During the event, Ambassador
Mkrtchyan delivered remarks outlin-
ing Armenia’s approach to protecting
the fundamental right to freedom of
religion and belief. He emphasized that
religious freedom is one of the core
human rights, enabling individuals to
shape their identity, values, and moral
choices without fear, pressure, or dis-
crimination.

In his speech, the ambassador
noted that Armenia, as the first coun-
try to adopt Christianity as a state
religion, possesses a rich historical
experience regarding the role of faith
in preserving national identity and cul-
ture. At the same time, he underlined
that modern Armenia is a secular state,
where all citizens are equal before the
law regardless of their religious be-
liefs.

Ambassador Mkrtchyan also pre-
sented Armenia’s religiously diverse
environment, stressing that alongside
the historically unique role of the Ar-
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menian Apostolic Holy Church, Yezidi,
Jewish, Muslim, Catholic, Evangeli-
cal, and other religious communities
operate freely in the country, with
their rights protected within the same
legal framework.

He highlighted that safeguarding
freedom of belief contributes to social
stability and democratic resilience,
warning that the politicization and ex-
ploitation of religion can deepen divi-
sions and threaten long-term security.

At the same time, Ambassador
Mkrtchyan expressed regret that the
respected platform of the International
Religious Freedom Summit had been
used by an oligarch-led political move-
ment to discredit Armenia’s demo-
cratic path and to attempt to influence
electoral processes.

In conclusion, Ambassador
Narek  Mkrtchyan reaffirmed
Armenia’s commitment to continuing
the protection of freedom of religion
or belief both domestically and inter-
nationally, viewing it as a fundamental
pillar of democratic stability and last-
ing peace. He concluded his remarks
by citing Proverbs 16:8:

“Better a little with righteousness
than much gain with injustice.”

Armenia Acquires V-BAT Drones
from the United States

YEREVAN — Armenia has ac-
quired V-BAT unmanned aerial ve-
hicles from the United States as part of
the Armenia—U.S. military and defense
partnership. According to Armenpress,
the announcement was made by Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
following his meeting with U.S. Vice

President J.D. Vance.

“We have recorded significant
progress in the field of Armenia—U.S.
military and defense cooperation. Build-
ing on our many years of bilateral
security collaboration and the ‘Eagle
Partner’ joint exercises that have been
ongoing for three years, Armenia has

Turkey Accelerates Preparatory Work at the
“Alican” Border Crossing — Turkish Media

ALicA GUMP‘"'

Turkey has accelerated prepara-
tory work at the “Alican” border cross-
ing along its frontier with Armenia,
according to the Turkish outlet
Yesillgdir.

The outlet reports that the gover-
nor of Igdir province, Firat Tasolar,
inspected the ongoing modernization
and infrastructure works at the cross-
ing and received briefings on the cur-
rent status of the process. During a
site visit with a technical delegation,
the governor examined border facili-
ties and transit routes, noting that the
work is expected to be completed
within a short timeframe.

According to the source, the pur-
pose of putting the crossing into op-
eration is to boost cross-border trade,
shorten logistics routes toward the
Caucasus, and facilitate tourist traffic.

The land border between Arme-
nia and Turkey was unilaterally closed
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by Ankara in 1993 during the First
Artsakh War. Since 2021, the two
countries have resumed diplomatic
contacts at the level of special envoys,
foreign ministers, and national leaders.

The Alican—Margara Bridge was
briefly opened in February 2023, when
Armeniasent humanitarian aid and res-
cue teams to Turkey following a dev-
astating earthquake.

Although both sides have an-
nounced an agreement to open the
border to citizens of third countries
and holders of diplomatic passports,
no specific timelines have been made
public. Yerevan has previously stated
that the Armenian-side “Margara”
checkpoint is already fully ready for
operation.

On January 14, Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said that developments
are expected in Armenia—Turkey rela-
tions.

Armenia National Assembly Elections
Scheduled for June 7

YEREVAN — Armenian Presi-
dent Vahagn Khachaturyan has signed
a decree scheduling the next regular
elections to the National Assembly for
June 7.

The decree was published on the
official website of the President of
Armenia and will enter into force the
day following its official publication.

Accordingto Article 91, Part 1 of
the Constitution—cited in the decree—
regular parliamentary elections are held
no earlier than 60 days and no later

than 50 days before the expiration of
the National Assembly’s term of of-
fice. Article 93 stipulates that both
regular and extraordinary parliamen-
tary elections are called by the Presi-
dent of the Republic.

In addition, Article 103, Part 2 of
the Electoral Code (a constitutional law),
also referenced in the decree, states that
“the President of the Republic shall issue
a decree calling regular elections to the
National Assembly no later than 90 days
before the voting day.”

acquired V-BAT unmanned aerial ve-
hicles from the United States. Their
effectiveness has been proven through
extensive operational experience, and
they will substantially contribute to
strengthening our defense capabilities,”

the Prime Minister said.

Pashinyan expressed hope that
the transaction, carried out under the
U.S. Foreign Military Sales program,
will serve as a foundation for further
expansion of bilateral cooperation.
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Interdisciplinary Conference at USC —
It Takes a Diaspora to Raise a Language:
Future Directions for Armenian

LOS ANGELES — The USC
Dornsife Institute of Armenian Stud-
ies, in partnership with the Armenian
Communities Department of the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, is
pleased to announce the full program
of It Takes a Diaspora to Raise a
Language: Future Directions for Ar-
menian, an interdisciplinary confer-
ence to be held February 27-March 1,
2026, at the University of Southern
California, Taper Hall of Humanities,
in Los Angeles.

At the heart of the conference
is a central, forward-looking ques-
tion: How can the Armenian lan-
guage thrive in the Diaspora? Rather
than centering narratives of loss or
decline, the conference intentionally
shifts the focus to examples of inno-
vation, creativity, and success—
highlighting initiatives, strategies,
and targeted efforts that sustain and
invigorate Armenian in its literary
standards as well as its colloquial
and dialectal forms, across genera-
tions and geographies.

The program is designed to fos-
ter dialogue between research and on-
the-ground experience, featuring a mix
of academic panels, roundtables, key-
note lectures, live conversations, and
practitioner showcases. This struc-
ture encourages exchange across dis-
ciplines and professional roles, em-

phasizing collaboration between schol-
ars and those actively engaged in lan-
guage education, cultural production,
and community work.

Over three days, participants will
address themes including language
policy and assessment, heritage lan-
guage transmission, early childhood
and university-level language educa-
tion, translanguaging and immersion
models, creative and artistic language
practices, journalism, artificial intelli-
gence, and the future of Armenian in
digital spaces. The program fore-
grounds both Western and Eastern
Armenian, featuring global perspec-
tives from Armenia, the Middle East,
Europe, North America, and Latin
America.

Keynote addresses by Dr. Ruth
Kircherand Dr. Maria Polinsky anchor
the program, alongside sessions that
spotlight innovative pedagogical ap-
proaches, creative language use in digi-
tal and artistic spaces, and emerging
models of language revitalization. By
centering diasporic agency and experi-
mentation, It Takes a Diaspora to Raise
a Language aims to chart practical and
hopeful pathways for the future of
Armenian.

The conference is free of charge
and open to the public. Its working
languages are English and Armenian.
RSVP is required.

Firebird and the U.S. Government

Continued from page 1

is proud to approve this remarkable
technical agreement involving
NVIDIA. This means new markets
and new jobs for both American
workers and companies, as well as
for Armenia. These are chips that
simply do not exist in most countries
around the world. They will now be
developed, and the data centers that
use these chips will be builtin Arme-
nia, thanks to the Prime Minister’s
leadership.”

The newly granted U.S. export
license allows the sale and import of
NVIDIA’s advanced equipment to
Armenia, reaffirming the project’s
full compliance with U.S. regulatory
frameworks and underscoring the
high level of institutional confidence
supporting the initiative.

Phase two builds on Firebird’s
previously announced first phase,
which involved a $500 million in-
vestment and laid the foundation for

Armenia’s first high-performance Al
computing cluster. Together, the two
phases represent a qualitative trans-
formation of Armenia’s technologi-
cal infrastructure, enabling advanced
research in biosciences, robotics,
space exploration, and next-genera-
tion Al applications.

Firebird co-founder and CEO
Razmik Hovakimyan added:

“Firebird is expanding U.S.
leadership in artificial intelligence on
a global scale, in line with our vision
of putting Al to work for the benefit
of all. This new cluster turns Arme-
niainto a global supercomputing hub
and demonstrates how trusted U.S.
infrastructure can empower emerg-
ing economies. We are grateful to
the governments of the United States
and Armenia for their partnership,
which has made it possible for Ameri-
can technologies to operate on a
global scale.”

Firebird’s flagship project aims
to create a sustainable, globally com-
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Presentation of Newly Released Historical
Novel “The Mayor of Enebolu” at Ararat-
Eskijian-Museum and Research Center

MISSION HILLS — The Ararat-
Eskijian-Museum and Research Cen-
ter (AEMRC) National Association of
Armenian Studies (NAASR) and the
Promise Armenian Institute at UCLA
(PAI) are pleased to present a talk on
the recently released historical novel
“The Mayor of Inebeolu” by Alice
Ketabgian and Dr. Tamara Ketabgian,
on Sunday February 15th at 4 PM , P/
T Ararat-Eskijian Museum at the Sheen
Chapel 15105 Mission Hills RD, Mis-
sion Hills CA 91345.

When Yevkine returns to Istanbul,
forty years after her departure as a
small child, she faces the chance of a
lifetime. There, she meets her cousin
and begins to uncover the dark family
secrets that remain within her ances-
tors’ homeland. Unfolding amid laugh-
ter and tears, this moving historical
novel traces the path of the Balyan
family during the deportations of 1915
and beyond, as they build new lives for
themselves. Their story begins in a
picturesque small town near the south-
ern coast of the Black Sea, continues
through Istanbul’s ancient quarters, to
Marseille and Saint-Etienne, and even-
tually ends on the shores of New Jer-
sey. Spanning both World Wars and
the Spanish Civil War.

The Mayor of Inebolu explores
complex questions surrounding inter-
marriage, religious tolerance, wartime
trauma, and the historical legacy of Ar-
menian and Turkish relations. Through-

out, the novel asks: “What does it mean
to remember the pain of the past while
still looking toward the future?’.

This is an in-person event, the
presentation will also be live-streamed
and made available in a few days after
the lecture on the Ararat-Eskijian
Museum’s YouTube channel: http://
WwWwW.youtube.com/
(@AraratEskijianMuseum.

Foradditional information, please
email Eskijian@ararat-eskijian-
museum.com, or call the museum at
(747) 500-7585

The book will be on sale during
the lecture.

U.S. and Armenia Deepen Strategic Partnership

Continued frompage 1

States as well,” Vice President Vance
said.

On the energy front, the two
governments signed a joint state-
ment marking the conclusion of ne-
gotiations on a cooperation agree-
ment for the peaceful use of nuclear
energy, commonly referred to as the
“123 Agreement.” Vice President
Vance stated that the agreement
could unlock up to $9 billion in com-
bined investments across two
phases, including the introduction
of U.S. small modular reactor tech-
nologies in Armenia.

Prime Minister Pashinyan wel-
comed the developments, underscor-
ing the importance of Armenia—Tur-
key dialogue within the TRIPP frame-
work, including the potential reopen-
ing of the Gyumri—Kars railway. He
noted that the nuclear energy agree-
ment would open a new chapter in
Armenia—U.S. energy cooperation,
strengthen energy security, and di-
versify Armenia’s energy resources
through the use of safe and innova-
tive technologies.

Pashinyan also highlighted sig-

nificant progress in Armenia—U.S.
military and defense cooperation, in-
cluding the continuation of the “Eagle
Partner” joint exercises and
Armenia’s acquisition of U.S.-made
UAVs, describing the partnership as
a key pillar of regional stability.

Prime Minister Pashinyan and
Vice President Vance signed a Joint
Statement on the Conclusion of Ne-
gotiations on an Agreement Between
the Government of the Republic of
Armenia and the Government of the
United States on Cooperation in the
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy.

“This agreement will open a
new chapter in the deepening energy
partnership between Armenia and
the United States and will contribute
to the diversification of Armenia’s
energy resources through the intro-
duction of safe and innovative tech-
nologies. I also expressed my grati-
tude for the long-standing support
provided by the United States to
Armeniain the field of nuclear safety
and reaffirmed my readiness to fur-
ther develop sectoral cooperation in
areas of critical importance to both
countries,” Prime Minister Pashinyan
said.

petitive technology ecosystem in Ar-
menia, built on secure infrastruc-
ture, international partnerships, and
long-term economic value.

As Firebird enters its second
phase, the initiative stands as a tan-

gible example of how cross-border
cooperation, aligned regulatory
frameworks, and a shared commit-
ment to innovation can translate into
transformational impact of national
significance.
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ARARAT HOME

OF LOS ANGELES, INC®

“ROOTED IN COMMUNITY,
GROWN WITH CARE,
NURTURED WITH LOVE
AND COMPASSION"

Saturday, February 28, 2026
5:00 p.m. Reception — 6:00 p.m. Dinner

Anoush Landmark

10635 Woodman Avenue
Mission Hills, CA 91345

Entertainment by Allen G. Orchestra

Keynote Speaker, Araksya Karapetyan

Black Tie Optional
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