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tnp pOGunpnipbiwb» Yp qnblb pwg-
Gwdwyh hbnpGwybbpp, wlwnbub-
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Gwuwh dke t ng Shwyl Jupswwbin-
wpnnhynu hwlwidwpunniptiwb
wwwindwnwt, wj| b funtdp dp pwné-
pwunhdwb hngbinpwlwbGbGpnt
ynnut ByGntginy pwptlnpnqiw
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Pashinyan:
Former Forces Will Suffer a Crushing Defeat
and Be Irreversibly Pushed Out of Politics

YEREVAN —In April 2024, we
stepped away from the status of a
nation and state placed on the altar of
history and embarked on the path of a
free, sovereign, and developing state.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
said this during a briefing with journal-
ists, noting that Armenia is advancing
along that path with greater speed and
effectiveness than expected.

“What will the June 7, 2026 clec-
tion be about? The election will be
about whether we return to the trajec-
tory of 1853-56 to 2022-23, or
whether we continue along the path of
peace, sovereignty, independence,
statehood, prosperity, development,
unblocking, and ultimately, happiness.
That is what this election is about—
nothing else.

“Youask about the nomination of
a candidate for prime minister—what
do I say about that?” he continued,
referring to Karapetyan. “All of this is

the last attempt to delegitimize the
Republic of Armenia, the final attempt
to declare the Republic of Armenia a
non-state.

“And you know what? I believe |
know what our people feel and think.
If T did not know what our people
think, feel, and want, I could not have:

a) become Prime Minister of the
Republic of Armenia;

b) remained Prime Minister after
going through all of this.”

Pashinyan expressed confidence
that all the forces he mentioned “will
together receive a crushing minority in
the upcoming parliamentary elections.”

“As aresult of these elections, all
former authorities and all oligarchs
will be definitively and irreversibly
pushed out of the political arena.

“After2026,youwillno longer see
an oligarch engaged in politics, nor will
you see, for example, a former president
involved in politics,” he concluded.

Hayrapetyan:

Local Companies Receive Export Licenses
for Military Products for the First Time

YEREVAN — Local defense in-
dustry companies have received li-
censes to export military products for
the first time, Minister of High-Tech
Industry Mkhitar Hayrapetyan an-
nounced.

According to the minister, this is
an exceptional development, as Arme-
nian companies had previously focused
exclusively on meeting the needs of
the country’s own armed forces.

Hayrapetyan noted that between
2023 and 2025, the Armenian govern-
ment allocated approximately 172 bil-
lion drams in state defense orders to
the military-industrial complex. This,
he said, enabled leading companies to
expand their production and techno-
logical capacities.

“Several companies recognized
this opportunity, conducted negotia-

tions competently, and were able to

Continued on page4

David Allen Reaffirms U.S. Readiness to
Expand Defense Cooperation with Armenia
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YEREVAN— Armenian Defense
Minister Suren Papikyanreceived David
Allen, Chargé d’Affaires of the U.S.
Embassy in Armenia. Allen expressed
the United States’ readiness to further
develop defense cooperation with Ar-
menia and reiterated U.S. support for
Armenia’s ongoing defense reform
process.

Minister Papikyan congratulated
David Allen on assuming his post and
wished him success in his mission.

During the meeting, the parties
discussed issues related to Armenia—
U.S. cooperation in the defense sector.

Papikyan emphasized the impor-
tance of bilateral cooperation at a time

A~
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when Armenia is in an active phase of
defense reforms. The sides also ad-
dressed matters related to military-
technical cooperation.

The interlocutors particularly
underscored the significance of coop-
eration in the areas of education, train-
ing, exercises, exchange of experi-
ence, and professional advisory sup-
port.

David Allenreaffirmed the United
States” willingness to expand defense
collaboration with Armenia and to sup-
port the country’s defense reform ef-
forts.

Regional and international secu-
rity issues were also discussed.

When Recognition Is Deleted

@VP

Armenian genocide.
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Vice PresidentJD Va... 2 B

Today, Vice President Vance and Second
Lady Usha Vance attended a wreath laying
ceremony at the Armenian Genocide
memorial to honor the victims of the 1915

o~

U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance
paid tribute to the victims of the Arme-
nian Genocide during a visit to the
Tsitsernakaberd Memorial Complex in
Armenia, marking a historic moment
in U.S.—Armeniarelations.

Accompanied by his wife, Usha
Vance, the Vice President laid flowers
at the memorial’s eternal flame and
observed a moment of silence in honor

Continued on page4



p

Massis Weekly

We Want the EU Mission to Continue in
Armenia, Security Council Secretary Says

YEREVAN — The European
Union Monitoring Mission has had a
positive impact on efforts to establish
peace between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
and Yerevan wants the EU civilian
mission to continue operating in Arme-
nia.

Armenia’s Security Council Sec-
retary Armen Grigoryan said this in a
conversation with journalists.

According to Grigoryan, Arme-
nia consistently emphasizes—both
publicly and in private discussions with
EU partners—that it highly values co-
operation with Brussels and positively
assesses the activities of the EU Moni-
toring Mission in Armenia.

“We are convinced that the mis-
sion has had a positive impact from the
standpoint of stability and has contrib-
uted to strengthening stability in the
region, as well as building confidence
among residents of border communi-
ties in terms of security,” the Security
Council Secretary stressed.

Grigoryan noted that the EU
Monitoring Mission has played a con-
structive and important role in advanc-
ing Armenia-Azerbaijan peace efforts.

He also emphasized that U.S.
President Donald Trump’s role has
been an important factor in the Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan settlement process.

Responding to a question about
whether there is a clear understanding
of the mission’s future work,
Grigoryan said that Armenia neverthe-
less wants the EU Monitoring Mission
to continue its activities in the country.

“One thing is clear: we want the
EU civilian mission to remain in Arme-
nia. As you know, within the frame-
work of the peace agreement we have
reached certain understandings, but
the agreement still needs to be signed
and ratified in order to enter into force.
After that, we will better understand
how to proceed in this regard. But it is

unequivocal that we want the mission
to continue its presence in Armenia,
and we will continue working in that
direction,” he emphasized.

Grigoryan added that the format
of future cooperation with the EU is
currently under discussion.

“We are discussing and assess-
ing what framework of activity we can
pursue together. We will determine
how we can proceed, but this also
depends on the ratification of the peace
agreement,” he said.

The EU Monitoring Mission in
Armenia was deployed in 2023 for a
two-year term. In January 2025, the
Council of the European Union de-
cided to extend the mission’s mandate
for another two years. The mission
conducts patrols along the Armenia-
Azerbaijan border, monitors, and re-
ports on the security situation.

The mission’s objective is to con-
tribute to the safety of people in con-
flict-affected areas of Armenia and to
help build confidence in those regions.

The peace agreement initialed in
Washington between Armenia and
Azerbaijanincludesaprovision stating that
upon signing and entry into force, the
parties commitnot to deploy third-country
forces along their interstate border.

The Presence of Prisoners in Baku Does Not
Align with the Logic of the Peace Process

YEREVAN — Naira Sultanian,
Director of the Democracy Develop-
ment Foundation and a participant in
the “Bridge of Peace” initiative, high-
lighted two key points from the meet-
ing held in Tsaghkadzor during a press
conference.

The first, she said, was that both
sides freely discussed humanitarian
issues of concern to them. For the
Armenian side, that issue is the matter
of prisoners.

“I want to emphasize again that
this group does not have the authority
to influence the processes in any way,
but it does have the opportunity to
shape public opinion. Therefore, we
once again tried to explain to our
Azerbaijani partners why the presence
of prisoners in Baku does not fit within
the logic of the current peace process.

“They, for their part, raised hu-
manitarian issues as well, including
maps of mined territories and the fate
of Azerbaijanis missing since the war
in the 1990s. As you understand, we
do not have clear answers to all of
these questions, but we are trying,

reciprocally, to understand each other
and clarify certain information.”

Sultanian added that for both so-
cieties, the process is unfolding very
rapidly, and people on both sides are
struggling to keep pace with develop-
ments.

“Both sides complain that they
cannot keep up with the political pro-
cesses. But we pointed out that histori-
cally, it is usually the opposite—when
societies are ready, but political pro-
cesses move slowly. Now we have the
opportunity to move forward at an
equal, if not faster, pace,” she said.
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Moscow and Yerevan to Begin Negotiations
on Restoring Two Railway Sections in
Armenia — Overchuk

MOSCOW —Russiaand Armenia
will begin negotiations on restoring two
railway sections in Armenia that would
connect to Azerbaijan and Turkey.

The announcement was made by
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexey
Overchuk.

“At the request of the Armenian
side and guided by fraternal and friendly
sentiments toward the people of Ar-
menia, the Russian Federation has de-
cided to begin substantive negotiations
on the restoration of two sections of
Armenia’s railways. These will ensure
their connection with the railways of
the Republic of Azerbaijan in the
Yeraskh area and with the railways of
the Republic of Turkey in the Akhurian
area,” Overchuk stated.

According to the Russian Deputy
Prime Minister, the total length of the
railway sections subject to restoration
is approximately 1.6 kilometers and
12.4 kilometers, respectively. The tech-
nical, financial, and other modalities
for implementing the project are ex-
pected to be determined during the
negotiations.

“Strengthening transport and lo-
gistics connectivity in the Caucasus is
of critical importance for the peace,
stability, and economic prosperity of
the peoples of Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Georgia, Iran, Turkey, and Russia. We
hope for constructive cooperation
among all the states of the region in
addressing this important joint task,”
Overchuk concluded.

Civil Contract Party Says
Karapetyans’ Plan Is Doomed to Fail

YEREVAN — Members of the
ruling Civil Contract party are con-
vinced that the Karapetyans’ plan to
amend Article 148 of the Constitution
and elect billionaire businessman
Samvel Karapetyan as prime minister
will not succeed.

“Samvel Karapetyan cannot be a
candidate for prime minister in Arme-
nia. Philipp Kirkorov cannot be a can-
didate for prime minister in Armenia.
Mr. Maduro cannot be a candidate for
prime minister in Armenia. [ think
everything is clear,” said National As-
sembly Vice Speaker Ruben Rubinyan,
a board member of Civil Contract.
“With the same logic, they could nomi-
nate Hovhannes Aivazovsky as a can-
didate for prime minister, because he
would be just as eligible as the re-
spected Russian businessman you
mentioned.”

Rubinyan insisted that the con-
stitutional article concerning the prime
minister cannot be amended before a
prime minister is appointed by the
president. In other words, according
to the deputy speaker, a prime minister
must first be appointed and only after-
ward can the law be amended—not the
other way around.

“After the elections and the for-
mation of a political majority, the
president immediately appoints the
prime minister nominated by that
majority,” Rubinyan said, emphasiz-
ing: “Therefore, Samvel Karapetyan
cannot be the Prime Minister of the

Republic of Armenia.”

He added that under the Na-
tional Assembly’s Rules of Proce-
dure constitutional law, the agenda
of the first session has already been
approved and includes the election
of the Speaker of Parliament, deputy
speakers, and committee chairs.
“Until these issues are discussed, no
other draft can be considered in the
National Assembly. But in order for
these matters to be discussed, there
must first be an appointed prime
minister,” he said.

Rubinyan also referenced the res-
ignation of former President Armen
Sarkissian. “Why did Armen Sarkissian

Continued on page 4
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Response to the Misleading Open Letter by “Diaspora Leaders”:
Statement by Dr. Garo Armen, Founder of the Children of Armenia Fund (COAF)

Below is the official statement by
Dr. Garo Armen, Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of Agenus Inc., and
Founder and Chairman of the Children
of Armenia Fund (COAF).

“An open letter published by
Mediamax and promoted as the voice
of “diaspora leaders” warns that Ar-
menia is risking a rupture with the
diaspora and urges Armenians abroad
to pursue “political remedies and legal
actions” through host governments in
response to the current church—state
confrontation.

That framing is misleading, and
that prescription is dangerous.

The Armenian Apostolic Church
is not a building and not a hierarchy.
The Church is the people. Armenian
history makes that plain: ordinary men
and women carried faith and identity
through genocide, exile, repression,
war, and loss. Institutions survive only
when they serve the people who sus-
tain them. When the burden flows in
only one direction—upward—tfaith
turns into weight. That is why renewal
and accountability strengthen the
Church; they do not weaken it.

It is also necessary to speak
plainly about representation. The
diaspora is not a committee. It is mil-
lions of Armenians across dozens of
countries, with different experiences,
politics, and priorities. A small circle—
however prominent—does not speak
for the whole. Many diasporans sup-
ported Armenia’s democratic trans-
formation and the long-overdue effort
to dismantle state capture and corrup-
tion. Others opposed that change from
the first day, and some have repeatedly
aligned themselves with political ele-
ments within the Mother See to stand
against the post-2018 government and
its reforms. The present letter reads

less like a national warning and more

like the continuation of that
longstanding political project.

The letter’s most inflammatory
comparison—suggesting Armenia is
approaching a rupture “not even the
Ottoman Empire or the Soviet Union
were able to do”—should never have
been written. Those regimes attempted
to erase Armenians. The Republic of
Armenia is a sovereign state with an
elected government, political plural-
ism, and a constitutional order. Drag-
ging genocide memory and Soviet
trauma into today’s political combat is
not moral clarity; itis moral vandalism.

The call for diasporans to enlist
foreign governments for “political rem-
edies and legal actions” is equally mis-
guided. Diasporans have every right—
indeed, an obligation—to advocate for
Armenia’s security and future in the
countries where they live. But interna-
tionalizing Armenia’s internal disputes
in this way turns diaspora communi-
ties into instruments of pressure against
the Armenian state. [t undermines sov-
ereignty, deepens division between
homeland and diaspora, and hands le-
verage to forces that do not wish
Armenia well. Armenia’s destiny can-

Church’s Involvement in Politics
Distances It from Its Unifying Mission —
Francgois Devedjian

French-Armenian activistand law-
yer Frangois Devedjian has issued a
statement titled, “On the Role of the
Diaspora in the Disagreement Between
the Armenian Apostolic Church and the
Government of the Republic of Arme-
nia.”

In his statement, Devedjian re-
ferred to the article “Statement on the
Current Conflict Between the Govern-
ment of Armenia and the Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church,” signed on February 12,
2026, by eight prominent representa-
tives of the Diaspora. According to him,
the statement raises questions regarding
both its bias and its objectives.

Devedjian said that the current
conflict between the Armenian Apos-
tolic Church and the Government of the
Republic of Armenia is harmful not only
to the parties directly involved butalso to
Armenians as a whole. However, he
stressed that the causes of the conflict
cannot be attributed solely to the Arme-
nian government.

“Condemning the consequences
while ignoring the causes is a common

tendency in the Diaspora,” he said, add-
ing that government interference in
Church governance is also—and espe-
cially—aresult of actions by the Church
aimed at intervening in politics and even
matters of sovereignty.

Henoted that while issues of church
governance should be resolved by the
appropriate Church bodies, the Church
must also operate within its own bound-
aries, in the sphere of spirituality and

not be negotiated in foreign capitals by
self-appointed representatives.

This moment also requires hon-
esty about the state Armenia inherited.
After independence, Armenia endured
decades of systemic corruption and
institutional decay. That legacy weak-
ened the state, hollowed out public
trust, and left the country vulnerable.
The 2018 democratic breakthrough
was a turning point: the public de-
manded a government accountable to
citizens rather than to entrenched net-
works. That work remains unfinished,
but the direction has been clear—
greater accountability, greater trans-
parency, greater public ownership of
the state.

No one forgets the devastating
war with Azerbaijan and the tragedy
that followed. The pain is national and
permanent. But the roots of that catas-
trophe extend beyond any single year
or administration: decades of strategic
neglect, complacency, and
misgovernance left Armenia and
Artsakh dangerously exposed. Arme-
nians paid the price in blood. That
history cannot be rewritten to protect
reputations.

Since then, Armenia has oper-
ated under extreme regional pressure
and hostility from Azerbaijan and Tur-
key. In that environment, the govern-
ment led by Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan has pursued a difficult, im-
perfect, but vital course: strengthen-
ing state institutions, widening
Armenia’s diplomatic and security
options, and pushing toward a frame-
work that reduces the risk of recurring

war. Armenia is now engaging with
major power centers and regional part-
ners in ways that would have seemed
unimaginable for a small, isolated state
not long ago. That does not make
challenges disappear, but it does cre-
ate space for stability and for prosper-
ity—something Armenia has rarely had
the chance to pursue since indepen-
dence.

Against that backdrop, the at-
tempt by a narrow group to present
itself as “the diaspora,” to cloak a
political agenda in religious language,
and to urge external pressure cam-
paigns against Armenia’s elected gov-
ernment is not nation-building. It is
factionalism dressed as virtue—often
entangled with personal, institutional,
or financial interests that are not dis-
closed and not neutral.

Armenia needs a strong state and
a strong Church. Both are possible—
together—when leadership is credible,
when institutions are accountable, and
when politics does not hide behind
vestments. Faith should not be used as
a weapon against democratic legiti-
macy. The Church should renew itself
through integrity and reform, and the
state must uphold the rule of law and
protect freedom of worship without
allowing any institution to become a
parallel political authority.

The diaspora’s highest duty is
not to escalate internal Armenian con-
flict. It is to strengthen Armenia—by
investing, building institutions, sup-
porting education and resilience, help-
ing displaced families, modernizing
capacity, and backing the hard work
of reform rather than sabotaging it
from afar.

Armenia is not a stage for old
power struggles. The Church is not a
throne. The diasporaisnotaleverto be
pulled against the Armenian voter. A
Church carried by its people must
carry them back. A state liberated
from corruption must be defended—
not weakened—by Armenians every-
where”.

Garo H. Armen, PhD

Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Agenus Inc.;

Founder and Chairman, Chil-
dren of Armenia Fund (COAF)

values. According to Devedjian, the
Church’s involvement in the political
arena distances it from its unifying mis-
sion and from its status as a supra-
partisan pillar of the nation.

Such intervention, particularly un-
der what he described as “suspiciously
close relations with a foreign regime
whose support for Armenian sovereignty
can be questioned,” seriously under-
mines the Church’s legitimacy.

In this context, Devedjian sug-
gested that the “well-known Russian-
Armenian philanthropist and business-
man (...) who was imprisoned for pub-
licly defending the Church’s position™is
Samvel Karapetyan, whose ties to
Vladimir Putin’s regime, he said, have
been known since at least 2018.

He also stated that Diaspora fig-
ures could play a more constructive role
by acting as independent and objective
mediators in the confrontation.

Speaking out against the state by
citing history, he added, cannot serve as
an absolute justification for future ac-
tions and does not contribute to Arme-
nianunity, the strengthening of Armenia’s
security, or the legitimacy of the Church.

Devedjian emphasized that the
Republic of Armenia has a democrati-
cally elected government and is prepar-
ing for new elections, allowing citizens
to freely determine their future.

“If the Armenian Diaspora wants
to help Armenia, strengthen it, and con-
tribute to its stability, it should support
the democracy being formed, not those
who attack it, directly or indirectly.
Whatever choice the citizens of the Re-
public of Armenia make, the right to
determine their future belongs only to
them,” he stated.

Francois Devedjian is the son of
the late French-Armenian politician
Patrick Devedjian.
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Pianist Tanya Bartevyan to Perform at
NAASR

BELMONT, MA — The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) will host a special
musical performance by acclaimed pia-
nist Tanya Bartevyan on Thursday,
March 5, 2026, at 7:30 p.m. at the
NAASR Vartan Gregorian Building,
395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA. The
program is supported in part by a grant
from the Belmont Cultural Council, a
local agency which is supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a state agency.

The event is free and open to the
public. Following the performance
there will be a reception to which all
attendees are cordially invited.

Tanya Bartevyan will offer piano
works by two great American com-
posers: Florence Price (1887/88-1953)
and Dianne Goolkasian Rahbee
(b.1938), highlighting identity and be-
longing. Both masters uniquely com-
bine the classical genre with their eth-
nic cultural backgrounds. Price’s ex-
pressive piano sonata is a neo-roman-
tic masterpiece with haunting and joy-
ful resonances of the African Ameri-
can musical idiom. Dianne Goolkasian
Rahbee’s lyrical and effervescent mu-
sic blends a neo-impressionistic style
with Armenian melodies and rhythms.

Rahbee was born in Somerville, MA,
educated at Juilliard and the Salzburg
Mozarteum.

Tanya Bartevyan was born in
Istanbul to the Armenian community.
She started musical studies at age 3. She
was educated at the Armenian Esayan
Lycee elementary school and at the
American Robert College Lycee high
school. She came to the US to study at
Harvard University and the New En-
gland Conservatory of Music and holds
Honors degrees from both institutions,
with additional experience in composi-
tion and orchestral conducting.

When Recognition Is Deleted

Continued from page 1

of the 1.5 million Armenians who per-
ished in the Ottoman Empire beginning
in 1915. He later described the events
as “horrific” and acknowledged their
profound cultural and historical sig-
nificance to the Armenian people.

In remarks to reporters, Vance
emphasized that the visit was made at
the request of Armenian authorities
and framed it as a gesture of respect
toward both the victims and the Arme-
nian government, which he described
as an important regional partner of the
United States.

“l am the first Vice President
ever to visit Armenia, and they asked
us to visit this site,” he said. “Itis clear
that this is something very horrific that
took place more than 100 years ago,
and it is something that is culturally
very, very important to them. For that
reason, as a sign of respect both to the
victims and to the Armenian govern-
ment—which is a very important part-
ner for us in the region—and out of
respect for Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, I wanted to go and visit the
memorial to pay my respects.”

Shortly after the visit, Vance
shared a post on X referencing his
tribute at the memorial. The post was
later deleted, prompting questions and
online speculation. No official expla-
nation was immediately provided for
its removal.

The visit itself drew significant
attention, as Vance became the first
sitting U.S. Vice President to travel to
Armenia and pay respects at the Geno-
cide Memorial. It occurred amid
heightened diplomatic engagement be-
tween Washington and Yerevan, in-
cluding expanded cooperation in de-
fense, technology, and economic sec-
tors.

Yet despite the Vice President’s
physical presence at the memorial, the
deletion ofan official social media post
referencing the Armenian Genocide
exposes a troubling disconnect be-
tween symbolism and sincerity. Com-
memorative gestures lose their mean-
ing when they are quietly undercut by
acts of political erasure seemingly in-
tended to avoid controversy or placate
denialist pressures. Recognition of the
Armenian Genocide cannot be condi-
tional, temporary, or selectively edited
after the fact. When acknowledgment
is removed from official channels, it
sends a clear message that historical
truth remains negotiable and that Ar-
menian memory is still treated as ex-
pendable in the calculus of geopolitics.
Such actions do not merely offend
descendants of the victims; they un-
dermine America’s moral credibility
and raise serious questions about
whether commitments to human rights
and historical justice are genuine or
merely performative.

Armenian Council of America

Civil Contract Party Says

Continued from page 2

resign? Because it became known that
he had effectively held dual citizen-
ship, and therefore, had this been
known from the beginning, he could

not have been elected president,”
Rubinyan stated.

Armen Sarkissian was elected
presidentin 2018 and resigned in Janu-
ary 2022. However, he explained his
resignation not on the grounds of dual

Saturday, February 21, 2026

Live Concert with Cellist Ani Aznavoorian &
Pianist Marta Aznavoorian March 28

WATERTOWN, MA -- Arme-
nian Museum of America presents
the first Music in Color concert of
the season featuring acclaimed duo
Ani and Marta Aznavoorian (cello
and piano) on Saturday, March 28,
at 7:00 pm in the Museum’s Adele
and Haig Der Manuelian Galleries.

This concert will feature Ar-
menian composers alongside classi-
cal repertoire, offering a reflective
and emotionally resonant opening to
the series. The program is inspired
by the Museum’s current exhibi-
tions, The Art of Disruption: The Art
and Impact of Serj Tankian and
Arshile Gorky: Redrawing Commu-
nity and Connections, creating a dia-
logue between live music and visual
art within the gallery setting.

The Music in Color program
fosters meaningful engagement with

the Museum’s exhibitions through
live performance, educational ele-
ments, and cross-cultural collabora-
tion, inviting audiences to experi-
ence the rich tapestry of Armenian
music and art. Now in its second
year and generously supported by
longtime benefactor Nancy Kolligian,
the series brings intimate perfor-
mances to the Museum’s Adele and
Haig Der Manuelian Galleries while
deepening public connection to Ar-
menian culture through music.
Through programs like Music
in Color, the Armenian Museum of
America continues to create dynamic
cultural experiences that connect au-
diences to Armenian heritage while
engaging global artistic traditions.
Event Details Music in Color:
Saturday, March 28 | 7:00 PM |
Adele and Haig Der Manuelian Gal-

Local Companies RecAeive Export Licenses

Continued from page 1

find markets for themselves,” the min-
ister stated, adding that export permits
were granted only after assessing all
political and economic risks.

He emphasized that the defense
industry is viewed as one of the most
important and export-oriented sectors
of the economy. For security reasons,
however, the minister refrained from
disclosing details about the types of
products being exported or their desti-
nations.

According to Hayrapetyan, what
became possible in ::2025 would not
have been feasible in previous years,
as the industry has only a few years of
history and is still undergoing natural
development.

Addressing Armenia’s acquisi-
tion of “V-BAT” unmanned aerial ve-
hicles from the American company
Shield Al, Hayrapetyan clarified that
Armenian companies do not yet offer
comparable technological solutions. He
stated that if local manufacturers had
competitive products meeting the re-
quired standards, imports would not
have been necessary, since his
ministry’s mandate is to promote do-

mestic production.

“We must assess ourselves real-
istically and soberly, acknowledging
that we still have a long way to go
before producing globally competitive
products,” he said.

The United States recently an-
nounced, for the first time, a major
sale of military technology to Armenia.
The deal involves the delivery of $11
million worth of vertical takeoff and
landing reconnaissance “V-BAT”
drones. The announcement was made
by U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance in
Yerevan on February 9, following talks
with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan.

According to Hayrapetyan, co-
operation with Shield Al creates new
opportunities for the Ministry of High-
Tech Industry to expand dialogue on
knowledge and technology transfer,
as well as joint research initiatives. He
noted that the decision to purchase the
American UAVs was an important step
both in strengthening the capabilities
of Armenia’s armed forces and in ad-
vancing Armenia—U.S. strategic coop-
eration, as meeting the specific techni-
cal requirements through domestic pro-
duction is currently not feasible.

citizenship or having been elected in
violation of the law, but because, as he
stated at the time, “the president does
not have the necessary tools to influ-

ence the fundamental processes of
domestic and foreign policy during
these difficult times for the country
and the nation.”
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