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US FirmToMine
UraniumInArmenia

GREENWICH, CT -- The Connecti-
cut-based Global Gold Corporation (GGC)
said last Wednesday it has acquired avast
plot of land in the northeastern
Gegharkunik region of Armeniawhich ge-
ologistsbelieveisrichinuraniumand gold
ores. The company is understood to be
primarily interested in local deposits of
theradioactive metal used asnuclear fuel.

Thedeal took the form of GGC buy-
ing 80 percent of Athelea Investments, a
Yerevan-registered company owned by
U.S. and Australian citizens. GCC holds
the exclusive rights to the 27-square-ki-
lometer property.

The area was extensively explored
by Soviet mining experts in the 1970s.
“These studies concluded that the region
is prospective for radioactive elements,
including uranium,” GGC said in a state-
ment. “A suite of radioactivemineralswere
reported inthe samples, including uraninite
(uranium oxide),” it added.

GGC sourcesin Yerevan told RFE/
RL Thursday that the U.S. company will
conduct further exploration to ascertain
the local uranium and gold reserves be-
fore starting to mine — a process that
will take up to three years. They said the
uranium ore will likely be processed in
Armenia and smelted in Europe or the

Continued on page3

OSCE Chair OptimisticAbout
Nagor no-K arabakh Talks

VIENNA -- The chairman of the
OSCE, Belgian Foreign Minister Karel De
Gucht, sayshebelievesall sidesinvolved
inthe 15-year-old Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict are showing some willingness to
reach a solution.

In statementsreleased in Vienna, De
Gucht said hisvisit to theregion thisweek
had | eft him cautiously hopeful about next
month’s meeting in Paris of the presidents
of Armeniaand Azerbaijan.

They will discuss a possible agree-
ment on genera principles for a settle-
ment. It was already reviewed by the for-

eign ministers of the two countries in
London last week.

De Gucht said therewere still many
stumbling blocks to be overcome but a
settlement would be beneficial to both
countries.

Nagorno-Karabakh is an enclave
insideAzerbaijan with amostly Armenian
population. War erupted in 1991 when it
broke away from Azerbaijan. Russia
brokered a ceasefire in May 1994 when
Armenia had captured most of the terri-
tory. The war left about 25,000 dead and
about 600,000 displaced Azerbaijanis.

Russian GasResumesFlowingInto
GeorgiaAnd Armenia

Y EREVAN -- Theresumption of gas
suppliesfrom Russiawill enableArmenia
to restore supplies of electricity to crisis-
stricken Georgiain the coming days, the
Armenian national gas company said on
Tuesday.

TheArmRosGazprom (ARG) opera-
tor confirmed that Russian gas began
flowing into Armenia via Georgia late
Monday after an almost nine-day hiatus
caused by explosions on a Russian pipe-
line running to the two South Caucasus
nations. The mysterious January 22 blasts
led ARG to suspend gas supplies to two
of the four operating units of amajor Ar-

Yerevan Prosecutor ‘Committed Suicide
The SamePistol WasUsed In The M urder-Suicide Of
Former Prosecutor-General Henrik Khachatrian

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Office of
the Prosecutor-General insisted on Mon-
day that one of its senior officials in
Yerevan who was found dead on Friday
committed suicide.

The law-enforcement agency sug-
gested at the same time that Arshak
Karakhanian, a deputy prosecutor of the
city’sMalatia-Sebastia district, may have
been forced to kill himself.

Its spokesman, Gurgen Ambarian,
told RFE/RL that acriminal investigation
into Karakhanian's death was launched
under Article 110 of the Armenian Crimi-
nal Code which deals with “carelessly or
indirectly bringing a person to suicide by
means of cruel treatment or regular de-
grading of their human dignity.” Ambarian
would not specify if theinvestigators sus-
pect anyone of involvement, saying only
that the probe is not yet over.

Kharakhanian is said to have been
killedin hisofficewith asingle shot fired
from his personal pistol. Law-enforce-
ment sources said he left two brief notes
in which he bade farewell to his family
and friends and apologized for his fatal
decision. The father of four said nothing
about his motives, the sources said.

Ambarian confirmed reportsthat the
pistol in question used to belong to Aram
Karapetian, a senior prosecutor who al-
legedly shot dead Armenia’sformer Pros-
ecutor-General Henrik Khachatrian before
taking hisown lifein 1998. Khachatrian's
murder remains a mystery to this day,
with opposition politiciansand mediastill
questioning the official theory about the
crime. Some have even pointed the fin-
ger a Aghvan Hovsepian, the current pros-
ecutor-general  who  succeeded
Khachatrian.

fired in aparking lot, police said.

Police Department.

ing.”

Three Wounded After Shoot-out Between
Two Groups Of Armenians

PASADENA - Three men were in serious condition with gunshot wounds
after a conflict with another group of men Saturday evening led to multiple shots

The shooting occurred at about 5:30 p.m. in the 1400 block of East Washing-
ton Boulevard outside Sandwichesby Connal’s, said Lt. Kevin Hall of the Pasadena

The shots were apparently fired from a group of three or four suspects. All
the suspects and victims were Armenian men in their 20s, Hall said.

“We don’t know what happened,” Hall said. “It doesn't appear to be gang
related. Some kind of conflict happened and it escalated into some kind of a shoot-

menian power plant which generate elec-
tricity for Georgian consumers.

The gas operator, which also
handles electricity exports, delivered
200,000 kilowatt/hours of power a day
to Armenia snorthwestern neighbor inthe
weeks preceding the pipeline blasts. The
volume of the Armenian exports totaled
172 million kilowatt/hours in the course
of last year, according to official figures.

Georgian Energy Minister Nika
Gilauri confirmed on Tuesday that their
resumption is imminent. The Georgian
Caucasus Press news agency quoted
Gilauri assaying that hisgovernment will
end crippling power shortages resulting
from the cut-off in Russian gas supplies.
Georgiaisalso importing Iranian gasvia
Azerbaijan in accordance with a one-
month agreement signed in Tehran last
week.

Armenia barely avoided a serious
energy crisisthistime around thanksto a
substantial amount of gas stored by ARG
in an underground facility just north of
Yerevan. The Russian-Armenianjoint ven-
ture will need at least one month to re-
plenish its reserves.

Senator Sarbanes
Cosponsors
Pan-Armenian
Genocide Resolution

WASHINGTON, DC -- Senator
Paul Sarbanes(D-MD), an outspoken sup-
porter of U.S. reaffirmation of the Arme-
nian Genocide, has agreed to cosponsor
the pan-Armenian Genocide Resolution,
S. Res. 320. Senator Susan Callins (R-
ME) also added her support the same day,
making her the 22nd lawmaker to cospon-
sor this bipartisan measure to date.

S. Res. 320, which was introduced
last November by Senator John Ensign
(R-NV) and Senate Minority Whip Rich-
ard Durbin (D-IL), calls on the President
to “ensure that the foreign policy of the
United States reflects appropriate under-
standing” of the “Armenian Genocide”
and to “accurately characterize the sys-
tematic and deliberate annihilation of
1,500,000 Armenians as genocide’ inthe
President’s annual message.

During his tenure in Congress,
Sarbanes has fought for a wide range of
issues of importance to Armenia,
Karabakh and the Armenian-American
community. He helped upgrade Armenia’s
status as a U.S. trading partner with the
passage of Armenia PNTR. Sarbanes has
also championed robust U.S. assistance
to Armenia, an end to the Turkish and
Azeri blockades and has repeatedly fought
to maintain Section 907 of the Freedom
Support Act.

Coallins, for her part, cosponsored a
previous Armenian Genocide Resolution
(S. Res. 164) and has called on the Presi-
dent to properly recognize the crime in
hisApril 24th commemorative statement.
She has also supported the extension of
PNTR status to Armenia and in 1999
voted to retain Section 907 of the Free-
dom Support Act, which restricts U.S.

Continued on page3

Defense Minister Serzh Sarkisian Elected Head Of
Top University Board

YEREVAN -- Underscoring his
growing political clout, Defense Minister
Serzh Sarkisian was overwhelmingly
elected on Friday as head of the newly
formed supervisory board of Armenia's
most prestigious university.

Members of the Governing Council
of Yerevan State University chose
Sarkisian in a secret ballot less than two
weeks after unexpectedly rejecting the
candidacy of Y SU’s outgoing rector,
Radik Martirosian.

Martirosian was previously thought
to be the Armenian government’s pre-
ferred candidate for the job. He chose to
pull out of the race after Sarkisian was
nominated by a senior member of the Ar-
menian parliament.

“This was not a surprise to me,”
Sarkisian told reporters after the election.
“1 already knew about that thismorning.”

Sarkisian earlier denied any interest
in the post of YSU board chairman.
“Sometimes circumstances do not coin-

cide with a person’s plans. | think thisis
such acase,” he explained on Friday.

The boards of Y SU and other state-
run universities were formed by the gov-
ernment recently as part of a structural
reform of Armenia’ssystem of higher edu-
cation. They are made up of government
officials, faculty membersand student rep-
resentatives, and have the exclusive au-
thority to approve university budgets and
elect rectors.

The election of YSU’s new rector
is scheduled for March 22. Sarkisian's
opinion is now expected to be decisive
for its outcome.

The51-year-old defense chief, who
graduated from Y SU’s Philology Depart-
ment in 1979 and heads the university’s
alumni association, denied any political
motives behind his decision to take over
the YSU board. Still, it will likely stoke
speculation that he is already preparing
for Armenia snext presidential €l ectiondue
in 2008.
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The Paliticization Of Sainthood: Debate In The Armenian Orthodox Apostolic Church

By Revd. Dr. Nerses Vre Nersessian

Recently, atypical headline-grabbing
communiquéfrom Holy Etchmiadzinwas
posted on the Internet, announcing that a
Church Committee had been set up to
study theproposal fromHisHolinessAram
I, recommending that the victims of the
Armenian Genocide of 1915 should be
made saints. The Committee is made up
of three clergy from each of the
catholicosates, chaired by Bishop Eznik
representing Etchmiadzin and Archbishop
Sebouh representing the Cilician
catholicosate. Before applauding this de-
cision, we should perhaps take into ac-
count that it might be nothing more than
an opportunity to outdo Etchmiadzin.

Coincidently, in a recent absorbing
radio program, there was a discussion on
the future of the notorious Maze prison
in Northern Island, where thousands of
IRA activistswere detained without trial .
It was in this prison that a number of in-
ternees starved themselves to death. It
wasin this prison that thousands of inno-
cent Irish men and women were tortured,
abused and killed. Now that peace has
emerged in the province and the military
activities have ceased, representatives
from both sides of the conflict were in
discussion as to what to do with the
physical space. Thewell-practiced option
is to turn the whole building into a mu-
seum, amonument to the strife and bloody
conflict — to remind future generations
of what their grandparents, mothers, fa-
thers, brothers and sisters did to each
other. The IRA del egation wished to con-
vert the prison into amemorial to the hun-
ger strikers — the first of whom was
Boby Sands, who starved himself to death.
The first point of disagreement was the
guestion “why him alone?’ “What of the
many others?’ Ancther suggestion was
to knock down the entire edifice and use
the rubble for the foundations of a new
sporting complex, where the children of
both sides could play together in harmony.
Wipe the memory of the sorry past to-
tally and completely. After dl, | begun ask-
ing myself, “what have the massive me-
morials built to commemorate the dead
of the two World Wars, Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Vietnam, Korea, Rwanda and
Congo done” ?*“Hasthe jogging of memo-
ries prevented Jenin, Shatila, Faukland
Island, Bosnia, Afghanistan or Iraq?’ At
the same time, when, this year, the world
was marking the end of World War 11 on
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month, hundreds of innocent men,
women and children were being killed.
More wars have been fought in Europe
sinceArmistice Day than any time before.
A prime minister in office just for seven
yearshasinitiated threewars. If you have
noticed, | have not listed the mass vic-
tims of earthquakes, tsunamis, hurri-
canes, rail or plane crashes, terrorism of
911 and 7/ 7.

If the dead of wars, conflicts, mas-
sacres and terror were given the status
of saints, then the perpetrators are being
awarded status, their self-esteem elevated
and the potency of the enemy granted tac-
tical victory. What would the perpetra-
tors of these atrocities think of their acts?
With one stroke, we would be exonerat-
ing each and every one— Sultan Hamid,
the Young Turks, Hitler, Stalin, Sadam
Hussein, and many others. Those who
died in the battle of Avarayr in 451 gave

Author’s Note: Thisis an important subject, around which a debate should be
encouraged. This is one of the primary features of the democratic nature of the
Armenian Church that should not be allowed to be manipulated by our church lead-
ers. | was of the same view when, back in 1997, the late Catholicos Karekin | signed
the Common Declaration with the late Pope John Paul |1. Such issues are too impor-
tant to be left just to the sudden fancy of church leaders.

their lives for a specific cause; they died
for the defense of their Christian faith,
like the saints who were persecuted by
pagan rulers in the early centuries of the
Christian Church before 313 AD, when
Christianity was declared one of the reli-
gions tolerated in the Roman Empire.
Theirswas aconscious and deliberate act
of defiance, sacrifice for belief. One can-
not say the same for the victims of 1915
or, for that matter, the dead of Sasun,
Zeitun, Aparan or Sardarabad. In none of
theseinstances have the victims been can-
onized. To give sainthood to such aclass
of victimswould beto count them among
martyrs, and, in the case of 1915, de-
prive and empty the event of its political
dimension. Isit not for the politicization
of the act of the 1915 Genocide that Ar-
menians have been campaigning for the
past 90 years? For ninety years, the
memory of thevictims of Ottoman atroci-
ties from 1896-1923 has been exploited
by political partiesin pursuit of cultivat-
ing a heroic revolutionary image, while
the European powers, who were partici-
pants in the act, have extended moral-
humanitarian recognition with no politi-
cal conseguences imposed on the perpe-
trators of the act.

In 1926, during the catholicate of
Georg V Sureneants, who signed hisname
as “Vshtali = Sorrowful,” (1911-1930),
the Armenian Church assigned April 24th
as a “Day of Remembrance.” In 1965,
on the 50th anniversary of the event, His
Holiness Vazgen | blessed the site in the
Cathedral compound of Holy Etchmiadzin,
where the memorial khatchkar was
erected and where, ever since 1968, on
every April 24th after Divine Liturgy, the
solemn Office of the Repose of the Souls
is conducted. L eaving aside the theol ogi-
cal argument, which does not justify this
action and to which | shall return below,
thereisalso amoral argument against the
action. A church, whose leaders do not
have even the humility to mark the occa
sion of “Remembrance” in unison with-
out duplication and competition, is not
worthy to pronounce sainthood on any
one, let alone the victims of the Geno-
cide.

Has anybody told them how abnor-
mal the situation is, when personal pride
has become afundamental obstacleto any
rational discussion about what needs to
be done in our Church. It has been obvi-
ous for some time that proposals are
trumpeted on megaphones in odd places,
meant to ramp up tension between the
two sees. They each pursue their differ-
ent agendas, unable to shape events, and
do not do much morethan trail each other.
Imagine the unmitigated hazard of claims
and counter claims if each catholicosate
began to confer sainthood. In the words
of the philosopher Proclus, “unity isonly
achievable in unanimity” (amenayn
miaworout’iwn i dzern nmanout’ ean
eghani) and this proposal fueled by the
incessant self-glorification and ferocious
publicity campaign of asingleindividua
isnot going to achieve that “unity.” Even
the celebrations of the 1600th anniver-
sary of the invention of the alphabet and

the 90th anniversary of the Genocidewere
conducted in a spirit of competition and
repetition in the same city and vicinity,
with much babble on unity.

Before we can credibly stand up to
the world as Christians and as church,
much more remains to be done on our
part. We cannot confer sainthood if we
are not prepared to admit honestly and
concretely the indubitable faults in our
church and to undertake practical mea-
sures to correct them. The ancient Ar-
menian tradition of conferring sainthood
by popular consent is too valuable an
achievement to be left to church leaders
and political activists. In the Roman
Catholic Church, the Pope, with hisclaim
to“infalibility,” conferssainthood by sol-
emn magisterial (ex cathedra) decisions,
on the basis of special support from the
Holy Spirit. Canonizing, or the making of
asaint, in the Catholic Church meansthat
a person has been declared to be reliably
in heaven by the pope, and thus worthy
of auniversal cult or devotion. A beatus,
or blessed, isalso declared to bein heaven,
but worthy of a local rather than a uni-
versal cult. In both cases, their relics,
usualy parts of their bodies, or objects
that have come in touch with their bod-
ies, are deemed to have a special healing
power. The faithful are encouraged to
pray to these individuals, asking for in-
tercessions, help in life, consolation and
miracles. The canonization practice of the
Catholic Churchisastrategy of evangeli-
zation, to demonstrate to the world the
heroic sanctity that can be achieved by
the faithful of every nation in any part of
the world (e.g. Mother Theresa of
Calcutta, St. Gregory the Illuminator of
Armenia). By themid-1990s, thelate pope
John Paul had presided over the making
of almost 1,000 saints and blesseds, more
than the number of those canonized and
beatified by al the popes put together
since Pope Urban VIII, who started the
formal process in the 1620s. The mid-
1980s had seen the speeding-up of the
system as a result of Pope John Paul’s
reform of the saint-making mechanism.

Traditionally, it took many decades, if not
centuries, for the making of a saint or
blessed. Pope John Paul shortened the
process to a few years. He abolished the
role of the Devil’s Advocate, a lawyer
charged with probing the claims of the
“servant of God” as acandidate for saint-
hood. He reduced the number of miracles
required as a testimony or sign from
heaven that the candidateisindeed asaint
or blessed. The drawn-out adversarial
methods of Devil’sAdvocates, who ques-
tioned and scrutinized every major or mi-
nor claim of holiness, had evidently
slowed down the process. This was also,
to a certain extent, a consegquence of the
fact that doctors and scientists were in-
creasingly reluctant to participate in the
process, for fear that their involvement
could damage their careers and reputa-
tions.

IntheArmenian Apostolic Orthodox
Church, neither the catholicos, nor the
episcopate, has the authority or compe-
tence to confer sainthood. The decisive
criterion for sainthood isnot in someprivi-
legeof birth, rank, race or nature of death.
The crucial factor is national popularity
and esteem. The popularity of Grigor
Narekatsi, Nerses Shnorhali, Khrimian
Hayrik (Mkrtitch |, Vanetsi, catholicos,
1892-1907), and Komitas vardapet is not
on a judicial basis, nor on evidence of
miracles, nor of their relics having heal-
ing powers. Among the dozen or so tomb-
stones of deceased catholicoi in the com-
pound of the Cathedral of Holy
Edjmiadsin, the tombstone of Khrimian
Hayrik is the most revered, and the only
one that is instantly recognizable and
adorned with carnations. The Armenian
Church calendar has feast days for three
groups of saints :

a. Biblical (David, the Prophets, the
Evangelists, the Apostles).

b. Saints of the Universal Church
up to 451 AD (St. John Chrysostom, St.
Basil of Caesarea, St. Gregory of Nyssa,
etc.)

c. Saints of the national church.
These divide into the following catego-
ries— church fathers (Mesrop Mashtots,
the Trandators, St. Grigor Tat’ evatsi); as-
cetics, monks/scholars (Yovhannes
Mandakouni, Nerses Shnorhali), kings
(Abgar, Trdat, Constantine, Theodoros),

Continued on page4
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Homenmen’'sAnnual Winter Retreat
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The weekend of January 13th
marked the beginning of the Armenian
Athletic Association’s (Homenmen) an-
nual winter retreat. Organized by
Homenmen's Glendal e chapter, the retreat
took place at the camp grounds of Big
Bear SportsRanchin Big Bear Cdifornia.
Homenmen members and supportersfrom
across Southern California took part in
theannual retreat. Activities of theretreat
were, but not limited to sports, educa-
tional and cultural in nature. The retreat
began Friday evening around 9 PM with

~ e i

Homenmen member s listing to presentation by Harout Der Tavitian

participated in these games, thus having
an extraordinary interaction between dif-
ferent generations.

The participantsin thetrip also took
part in skiing and snow boarding. Many
were already experienced, while others
were first timers; but both groups had
equal fun.

At night, the participants of the re-
treat were treated to traditional Armenian
cuisine, accompanied by singing of con-
temporary and traditiona Armenian songs,
followed by patriotic songs. These events

dinner and a chance for members and
friends from differing regions to socia-
ize, and get to know one another. This
included opening statements from
Homenmen Glendale Chapter’s Chairman
Vartan Kojababian, and treasurer Razmig
DerTavitian who welcomed fellow
Homenmen youth and veterans, as well
as Homenmen supporters to the retreat.

Saturday’s schedule began with
breakfast at 9AM, followed by a discus-
sion lead by Homenmen veteran members
concerning the importance of a healthy
mind, and body in overcoming the tribu-
lationsfacing Homenmen memberstoday.
By detailing the long history of
Homenmen, the member’s were able to
celebrate its great accomplishments and
looked forward to overcome any diffi-
culties, which they may face in the fu-
ture.

During the day, there was all kind
of activitiesto indulge in, as soccer, bas-
ketball, ping pong, foosball, and billiards,
just to mention afew. Peoplefrom all ages

Homenmen member skeepingwarm in front of fireplace

lasted deep into the night, and when the
activities concluded, the participantswere
delighted to see that it was snowing. For
some of the Homenmen youth members,
this was a first time experience.

Sunday morning, the youth gathered
to take part in a discussion of the Arme-
nian nation, being Armenian, and theim-
portance of the Armenian language. The
keynote speaker, Harout DerTavitian, re-
veaed the uniqueness and value of the
Armenian language and aphabet. There
are 6000 languages, from which 250 are
written, and there are only 25 a phabets,
and the inventor of two of those alpha-
bets (the Armenian and the Georgian) is
St. Mesrob Mashdots. Hearing this, the
participants became more adamant about
keeping the Armenian language, as well
as the Armenian spirit alive within them
and their friends. They discussed differ-
ent meansto help accomplish thisgoa as
part of the overall goas of Homenmen,
thus concluding Homenmen'sannual win-
ter retreat.

Armenian SudentsOrganization - Califor nia Sate Univer sity, Fresno

7th Annual Armenian Film Festival

FRESNO -- The Armenian Students
Organization and Armenian Studies Pro-
gram of California State University,
Fresno are co-sponsoring the 7th Arme-
nian Film Festival from 7:00-10:00 PM
on Friday, February 10, 2006 in the In-
dustrial Technology Building, Room 101,
on the Fresno State campus.

Thefeatured film for the Festival is
“My Son Shall BeArmenian,” directed by
Hagop Goudsouzian. Exploring the ques-
tion of Armenian identity, “My Son Shall
Be Armenian,” follows the first voyage
of filmmaker Hagop Goudsouzian, and
five fellow Montreal men and women of
Armenian descent, to Armeniain search
of survivors of the Armenian Genocide.

Admission to the 7th Annual Arme-
nian Film Festival is free and film-goers
will have the opportunity to discussfilms
after the screening of each short film. The
films, in English or Armenian, are al di-
rected and produced by a new generation
of Armenian film-makers.

This program is supported, in part,
by funds of the University Student Union
Diversity Awareness Program.

The7thAnnual Film Festival isopen
to the public and admission isfree. Park-
ing restrictionsin Lots K, L, and Q, will
be relaxed after 6:30 PM. For more in-
formation about the 7th Annual Armenian
Film Festival, call the Armenian Studies
Program office at 559-278-2669.

Release Of Jeghische Gevorkian’sFilm
“Ancestral Stones’

www_ ancestralstones.com

For the first time since Georgia's
independence from the Soviet Union, the
fate of the Armenian minority living in
Georgiaistold in a documentary.

Over aperiod of several monthsin
2004/2005, Jeghische Gevorkian investi-
gates the Georgian reality: appropriation
of Armenian, Russian and Catholic
Churches, destruction of Armenian reli-
gious symbols, vandalism of cemeteries,
anti-armenian hysteria, erasing of Arme-
nian traces and fal sification of history and

oppression of ethnic Armenians in
Georgia's Javakhk, mainly inhabited by
ethnic Armenians, where they are faced
with the politics of demographic change.

Without the necessity of a narrator,
Jeghische Gevorkian baseshisfilmonin-
terviewsonly, beit with Armenians, Rus-
sians and the Georgians themselves, who
do not deny the erasing of Armenian fres-
coesor removal of Armenian graves, thus
making it asearing testimony of the fight
for cultural identity.

U.S. FirmToMineUraniumInArmenia

Continued from page 1

United States.

Armeniawasamajor center of non-
ferrous metalurgy in the former Soviet
Union and still exportscopper andgoldin
large quantities. But its uranium reserves
have not been developed so far.

“Consistent with its company Code
of Business Conduct and Ethics for all
operations, the Getik property will be de-
veloped according to best practices for
safety and environmental matters,” said
the GGC statement.

The exploration program is staged
over aperiod of 3 years and is designed
to pinpoint specific targets for drilling in

the final year of the program. It expands
Globa Gold sactivitiesbeyond itsopera-
tions at Toukhmanuk, Hankavan and sur-
rounding areas in the North Central Ar-
menian belt. Global also holds joint ven-
ture interests with Iberian Resources at
the southern Armenian Marjan and
Litchkvaz projects and a twenty percent
participation right in any new exploration
undertakenin Armeniaby Sterlite Gold or
its successors.

GGC's president is Van Krikorian,
theformer chairman of theArmenian As-
sembly of America. Krikorian was also
one of the members of the former Turk-
ish-Armenian Reconciliation Commission.

Senator SarbanesCosponsorsPan-Armenian
Genocide Resolution

Continued from page 1

assistanceto thegovernment of Azerbaijan
while it continues its immoral blockades
on Armeniaand Nagorno Karabakh.

S. Res. 320 compliments House
resolution 316 which was introduced in
June 2005 by Congressmen George

Radanovich (R-CA), Adam Schiff (D-CA)
and Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs Joe
Knollenberg (R-MI) and Frank Pallone,
Jr. (D-NJ). The resolution, which has
more than 144 cosponsorsto date, passed
the House International Relations Com-
mittee by a resounding vote in Septem-
ber.
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ArmeniaTreeProject EstablishesNew Reforestation HopeFor TheCity SendsOver Half A Million Dollars
NurseryInLori Region

Mar gahovit nursery

WATERTOWN, MA -- Inlate 2005
just as Armenia Tree Project (ATP) was
putting the finishing touches on its plans
to establish a large-scale reforestation
tree nursery in the Lori region, Jill Mirak
called the Watertown office to
discuss the family’s interest in support-
ing a new program.

After ameeting with sisters Jill and
Jennifer Mirak and their father
Robert, the family agreed to support the
start-up and fund the operational
costs of the nursery for the next four years
with a pledge of $260,000 to ATP.

Several years ago, ATP decided to
initiate its reforestation programs in the
areas of Armeniathat were hardest hit by
deforestation in the 1990s. The organiza-
tion established backyard nurseriesin the
villages of the Getik River Valley and a
rented land for alarge reforestation nurs-
ery in Vanadzor. That operation is now
being transferred to a new site in
Margahovit village, owned and operated
by ATP.

The 12-acre Margahovit nursery
will havethe capacity to produce millions
of trees, which will be used to reforest
the mountains and hills in the Lori
region of northern Armenia. The nursery
was established by ATP in Fall 2005,
and already 250,000 seeds have been
planted. In 2006, ATP plans to grow
another 250,000 seedlings at the site, all
of which will make amajor contribution
toward the organization’s eventual goal
of planting one million trees ayear.

The Margahovit nursery will be
named after the late John and Artemis
Mirak, both survivors of the Armenian
Genocide from Arapkir who moved to the
United States. In the 1930s, John Mirak
established the Arlington Center Garage
and Service Corporation. Withtheinvolve-
ment of sons Robert, Charles, and
Edward, and now members of the third
generation of the family, the businesses
have expanded to include Mirak Chevrolet/
Hyundai, Mirak Properties, and Mirak
Leasing.

ThePaliticization Of Sainthood

Continued from page2

nuns (Hripsime, Gayane, Sahakadukht),
martyrs (Vardan Mamikonian and his
companions, Hrip'smeand Gayane, Vahan
Goghtnetsi, etc).

The conclusion to draw from this
categorization is asfollows:

1. The Church does not award saint-
hood to victims of wars, genocides,
atrocities, natural disasters, etc. The dead
in such circumstances are not soldiers
dying for their faith. The Jews have not
granted sainthood to the victims of the
Holocaust, nor have the Japanese con-
ferred sainthood on the dead resulting from
the bombings of Hiroshimaand Nagasaki
nor are the dead of World Wars | and I1.
Memorials have been erected to their
memory.

2. The moment you raise the status
of the dead of wars, massacres and geno-
cides to the level of saints, you deprive
theevent of itspalitical implications. The
perpetrators of such events wish to see
their sickening battle honors carried into
the church, for thiswill bring afinal clo-
sure on the event. Then thereisthe ques-
tion of history and continuity. What about
the Armenians who perished in the battle
of Sardarabad? In World War |1, between
the years 1941-1945, over a hundred
thousand Armenian soldiers fought and
perished in the battlefiel dsof Europe, fight-
ing alongside the Soviet forces against
Germany, and thousands perished in the

concentration and labor camps[“gulags’]
in Siberiaduring Stalin’s purges. In are-
cent one-day conference held in Holland,
| raised the issue of making our young
post-World-War-11 generation aware of
this costly but heroic contribution, a ong-
side Avarayr and Sardarabad. Among the
thousands who fought in defense of their
homeland [hayrenik], 99 Armenian sol-
dierswere decorated with medalsof “He-
roes of the Soviet Union”; 60 Armenian
generalscommanded battalionsand fought
decisive battles on various fronts, among
them most notable being Hovhannes
Baghramyan, Marshall of the Soviet Union
(Infantry), Armenak Khanperyan (Air
Force), Hamazasp Babadjanyan (Tank
Division), and Hovhannes Isakov,
Marshall of the Soviet fleet. It has not
passed my notice that, in the ceremonies
held to mark the end of World War I,
there has never been participation by our
clergy or representatives. No recognition
campaign for this huge sacrifice, either
by us or by others. This has been an is-
sue, which we prefer to forget collec-
tively for a very sensitive reason. What
of those Armenians who sided with the
Third Reich and fought on the side of the
enemy against the homeland? The only
reason that the dead of the battle of
Avarayr are canonized is that they “for
the sake of their faith, surrendered their
properties, possessions, and bodies’; i.e.,
‘vasn havatoy” In the immortal words of
Eghishe, “death known is immortality,

InAid TOArmenia

Hope for the City, working in col-
Iaboration with the United Armenian Fund
and the Cafesjian Family Foundation, has
delivered three, forty foot containers of
medical equipment and suppliesvalued at
over $US 500,000 to the Armenian-Aus-
trian Medical Associationin Yerevan, Ar-
menia Thecontainersarrived in Armenia
before the New Year. Transportation ex-
penses were provided by the United Ar-
menian Fund.

" This shipment was a dream come
true for our hospital,” stated Armenian-
Austrian Medical Association President,
Taron Taronyan, MD. “Theaid has broad-
ened the wingspan of our institution and
has given us the great potential to treat a
widevariety of patientsand illnesses. The
biggest struggle for our hospital was the
mere fact that we did not have adeguate
equipment and supplies to reach our pa-
tients. Thanks to Hope for the City, this
changed overnight”.

Dennisand Megan Doyle, founders
of Hope For the City and Board Members
of the Cafegjian Family Foundation, first
visited Armenia in April of 2005. The
Doylestoured several hospitalsand insti-
tutions and learned first hand of the dire

need for equipment and aid.

" Armeniaisacountry of survivors,”
said Megan Doyle during aninterview on
ArmeniaTV. “Theresilience of the people
is truly impressive. Armenia today has
many wonderful programs to ensure a
better future for its people. We hope that
Hope for the City will be a valuable re-
source for those programs and organiza-
tions doing such wonderful work in Ar-
menia.”

"The Cafesjian Family Foundation
is honored to facilitate the relationship
between Hopefor the City and the recipi-
entsin Armenia,” said Gerard Cafegjian,
President of the Cafegjian Family Foun-
dation. “Weareextremely grateful to Den-
nisand Megan Doylefor their efforts, and
wearevery appreciative of the assistance
received from the United Armenian Fund,
in particular to the funds provided to the
United Armenian Fund by Kirk Kerkorian
through the Lincy Foundation, making
this shipment possible.”

Hope For the City is already plan-
ning additional shipments of medical
equipment and supplies to Armenia, and
will soon expand its assistance to include
select organizationsin the regions.

death unknown is death.”

3.The last Armenian granted saint-
hood was the theologian and scholar
Grigor Tat’ evatsi (1340-1411). The num-
ber of saints commemorated in the Ar-
menian Church is around one hundred,
but, inthe manuscript editionsof the Lives
of Saints, the number is ailmost double.
Thisis because it also includes the lives
of individuals who could be counted
among the saints or blesseds. Catholicos
Vrt'anes | Part’ev (333-341) conferred
sainthood on Vatche Mamikonian, who
fought against the Persians but whose
feast is not celebrated any more. The last
reviser of the Armenian Calendar,
Catholicos Simeon Erevantsi (1763-
1780), includedin his Calendar (published
in 1777) the names of several saints,
among them Movses||| Tat' evatsi (1629-
1632) but which also gained no popular-
ity and is never commemorated. Clearly
one can seethe danger of alowing Arme-
nian catholicoi the privilege of declaring
saints. In avery short time, there will not
be enough days in the year to accommo-
date them. You need just to look at the
number of gongs the two catholicosates
award each year.

4. What happens to the period be-
tween Grigor Tat'evats and 1915? Did
theArmenian Churchfal into hibernation
for 500 years, without producing any
worthy witnesses to the faith? Not at all.
Infact, it experienced the darkest ages of
its existence. In 1903, Profs. Hakob
Manandyan and H. Acharyanjointly pub-
lished thework called Hayots nor vkanere
(The new witnesses of the Armenian
church), which gives the biographies of
135 witnesses/martyrs of the Armenian
Church. What happens to them? We can-
not leave them in limbo; that is, in the
region on the border of heaven and hell.
What recognition do we give to the vic-
tims of Stalin's purges — personalities
like Catholicos Khoren Mouradbekian
(1932-1938), Gevorg VI Tchorekchian
(1945-1954), the poets Vahan T’ otovents,
Eghishe Tcharents and hundreds more.
In 1988, when the world was marking
the seventieth anniversary of the end of
World War |, under the aegis of Sir Yehudi

Menuhin, the Armistice Festival Commit-
tee, among its many other programs, also
compiled an anthology exclusively con-
taining the works of composers, artists,
poets, playwrights and writers, who had
lost their livesin the many conflictswhich
made up the hostilities of 1914-1918. It
iswith humble gratification that the writer
of this piece was able to persuade the
committee to include in The Lost Voices
of World War | (An International Anthol-
ogy of Writers, Poets, and Playwrights,
London 1988, rep.2005) the works of
Grigor Zohrab, Daniel Varouzhan and
Siamanto; a token representation of the
761 victims of the Armenian Genocide
listed by Teodik in his book called
Houshardzan (In Memoriam ) published
in Constantinople in 1919, when
Constantinople was under Allied occupa-
tion. There are many ways of remember-
ing our “lost voices’ but conferring saint-
hood isthe |least of these. The suggestion
by CatholicosAram | of Ciliciato confer
sainthood on the dead of the 1915 Geno-
cide is another step to nationalize grief
and to exploit the misery of death, play-
ing upon the emotions of our people. The
profound hypocrisy of thewhole venture,
I hope, isnot lost, and that isthat the day
of commemoration assigned for the 24th
day of the year has now been moved to
the nearest Sunday to April 24th, just like
the feast days of Vardanants,
T’ argmantchats and the anniversary ser-
vice for the dead of the earthquake of
1988. Even the sanctified text in the Di-
vineLiturgy, at which point theArmenian
faithful seek the “intercession of their
saints,” has been removed from the mass
in order to speed up the celebration. What
purpose would canonization of the dead
of the 1915 Genaocide achieve? The com-
mittee set up to investigate the proposa
does not have the theol ogical and histori-
cal competence to do so, and the motiva-
tion behind the proposal has not been
scrutinized. “’ God'sHouse' hasthreefold
purpose,” wrote a French bishop. “ Some
pray init, somefight in it, some work in
it.” | leaveit to thereader to decide which
of these three activities suitsthe use made
of “God’'s House” in this instance.
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THE UCLA PROGRAM IN ARMENIAN STUDIES &
FRIENDS OF UCLA ARMENIAN
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE STUDIES

Cordially Invite You to
TWO PRESENTATIONS ON ARMENIAN MUSIC

ARMENIAN MUSICAL CULTURE
MRS. LUCINA AGBABIAN HUBBARD
and
ARMENIAN MUSICAL CULTURE IN JERUSALEM

DR. ANKICA PETROVIC

Sunday, January 15, 2006, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
UCLA, Rolfe Hall 1200

ARMENIAN MUSICAL CULTURE IN LOS ANGELES

MRS. LUCINA AGBABIAN HUBBARD
DR. ANKICA PETROVIC
PROF. TIMOTHY RICE

Sunday, February 26, 2006, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
UCLA Rolfe Hall 1200

Parking: Lot 5. Approach from Sunset Blvd. onto Royce St. (one light west of Hilgard)
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HYE INSURANCE SERVICES

1807 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Suite 202

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN
License #0828270

Glendale, CA 91201

Tel.: 818/502-3233
Fax: 818/502-3244
Pgr.: 818/608-9898
info@excelhye.com
www.excelhye.com

G
AUTO ¢ HOME o LIFE ¢ HEALTH ¢ DISABILITY « COMMERCIAL
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WAHIB’S MIDDLE EAST RESTAURANT
“Where the East Meets the West”

MEDITERRANEAN - LEBANESE FOOD

BANQUET HALL

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

NAZO,VARTAN,AMIR &
SINGER MUHAMMAD

TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

910 E. MAIN ALHAMBRA, CA

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT INTERNATIONAL & ARABIC SHOW

BELLY DANCING

PHOTO/CONCEPT-J/D-2005 TEL (6260 795-4493
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