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Armenian Media Again Branded “Not Free” by New
York-based Freedom House
Close Ties of Political and Economic Elites Give

Ground for Official Corruption

NEW YORK -- New York-based
media freedom monitoring Freedom
House released its annual report on free-
dom of mass media in the world. Accord-
ing to the report, most serious drawbacks
in media freedom in 2005 were registered
in Russia, Uzbekistan and a number of
African and Asian countries. Armenia was
once again rated in the “not free” category.

“Democracy has developed asym-
metrically within the recent 14 years in
Armenia since the proclamation of inde-
pendence. Though Armenia was the first
country among the Soviet former repub-
lics to put an end to communists’ power,
the absence of the efficient system of
checks and balances, the centralization of
the president’s liabilities and the lack of
independent civil service paved a way for
a weak governing system and spread cor-
ruption,” the 2005 review of Freedom
House states.

The organization deems the RA elec-
tion procedure is a serious obstacle for
democracy; “The public inconfidence to
the election procedure was determined by
the high - rank officials’ failure to hold
democratic elections.” According to Ann
Walker, the reporter of Freedom House
on Armenian issues, though the Constitu-
tion guarantees a number of fundamental
provisions for human rights protection,

in fact there are many obstacles hinder-
ing their efficient protection. “Judicial
system has little independence.” While
speaking of the corruption deeply rooted
in the country, Ann Walker first of all laid
the blame on official corruption. “The
close ties of the political and economic
elites and the absence of efficient law
implementation give ground for official
corruption.”

The representatives of Freedom
House maintain that the discord between
the Government and the Opposition will
still strengthen at the turn of the year; on
the eve of 2007 elections. The organiza-
tion attached importance to the role of
mass media in establishing democracy in
the country and mentioned that the Ar-
menian media turned “from half indepen-
dent” to “half dependent” in the course
of 2002 — 2003. “The main free Arme-
nian TV channel A1+ was embattled in
2002 and was unable to resume its fre-
quency license. The members of the Com-
mission on television and radio are so far
appointed by President Kocharyan.”

The representatives of Freedom
House stated at the end of their review
that they held a thorough survey taking
into consideration their meetings with the
Government, political figures, NGOs and
representatives of mass media.

Commemorating the Stabbing of an Armenian
Muscovites Lay Flowers in Silent Protest at Racism

murdered

MOSCOW -- More than 200 people
held a silent protest in central Moscow
on Saturday against rise in racism in Rus-
sia, commemorating an Armenian stabbed
to death a week ago.

One by one, young and old Musco-
vites alike filed into the Pushkin metro
station to lay red roses and carnations at
the platform where 17-year-old Vahan
Abramyants was murdered last Saturday.

Abramyants was Killed by unknown

Muscovites laying flowers at Pushkin metro station where Vahan Abramyants was

Uiy |

attackers, described by Russian media as
skinheads, who fled the scene leaving the
young Armenian dead with a knife wound
to the chest. A schoolboy was detained
on suspicion of killing Abramyants, but
he was released after police failed to
present enough evidence to charge him
with murder.

Racist assaults have become com-
mon in Russia, where young men are in-
creasingly prone to neo fascist beliefs

Armenian Passenger Jet Crashes Off the Black Sea
With 100 People Aboard

MOSCOW - An Armenian passenger jet with 100 people aboard crashed early
Wednesday off the Black Sea coast shortly before it was to land in the Russian city
of Sochi, Russian news agencies reported.

Wreckage from the plane was found not far from the shoreline, the ITAR-
Tass news agency reported, quoting Russian Emergency Situations spokesman
Viktor Beltsov. The Interfax news agency reported that rescue teams at the site
pulled the body of a woman from the sea.

The Airbus A-320, which belonged to the Armenian airline Armavia, disap-
peared from radar screens at about 2:15 a.m. local time, the RIA-Novosti agency
reported. It was flying from the Armenian capital Yerevan to Sochi, a resort city on
the Black Sea in southern Russia, and was carrying 92 passengers — including five
children — and eight crew members, ITAR-Tass reported.

Rescuers found parts of the plane nearly four miles from the shore, along
with empty lifejackets — an indication that passengers had no time to put them on,
ITAR-Tass quoted an unidentified local emergency official as saying. The rescuers
were working in a driving rain, Russian news agencies reported.

Turkish Court Overturns Hrant Dink’s Conviction

ANKARA -- A court in Ankara has
overturned on appeal the conviction of
an ethnic-Armenian journalist in Turkey
who stood accused of insulting the Turk-
ish identity.

Hrant Dink, publisher of the bilin-
gual Turkish-Armenian newspaper Agos,
was sentenced to a suspended six-month
sentence in October by a court in Istanbul
for an article published in February 2004.

The article about the massacre of
Armenians during World War | in Turkey
called on ethnic Armenians to reject any
Turkish roots.

Anatolia news agency reports that

the appeal judges in Ankara overturned
the conviction due to procedural errors.
Anatolia said the case will be referred back
to the Istanbul court for retrial.

U.S. Withholds Support For New Armenian
Nuclear Plant

YEREVAN -- The United States has
serious misgivings about the Armenian
government’s ambitious plans to build a
new nuclear power station in place of the
aging Metsamor plant, a senior State De-
partment official said on Tuesday.

Tom Adams, who coordinates U.S.
government assistance to former Soviet
republics, expressed Washington’s posi-
tion on the issue after attending a regular
session in Yerevan of the U.S.-Armenian
economic “task force.” The inter-govern-
mental body is co-chaired by Adams and
Armenian Finance and Economy Minis-
ter Vartan Khachatrian.

Armenia’s energy security was high
on the agenda of the one-day meeting,
with Khachatrian saying that the Arme-
nian side discussed with its U.S. coun-
terparts Yerevan’s intention to replace
Metsamor by a more modern and power-
ful nuclear plant. “The ideal option in our
[energy] strategy would be to launch the
new facility on the day that the existing
reactor will stop operating,” he told a joint
news conference with Adams and John
Evans, the U.S. ambassador in Yerevan.

Metsamor, which generates nearly
40 percent of Armenia’s electricity, is ex-
pected to be decommissioned by 2016.
The Armenian government has refused to
close it down much earlier despite pres-
sure from the U.S. and the European
Union which say the plant’s sole operat-
ing reactor is too old and unsafe. The gov-
ernment also insists that continued reli-
ance on atomic power is vital for
Armenia’s energy security.

But Adams noted that the mountain-
ous country is located in a seismically
active zone which poses serious safety
risks. “I think our view right now is that
there are probably better alternatives to a
second nuclear plant [in Armenia],” he
said. “Especially given the geology here,
the earthquake zone, it might be better to
come up with an alternative to a second
nuclear power plant.”

“Right now, we are leaning against
that option,” he added.

Building a new nuclear facility
would cost Armenia at least $1 billion, a
sum worth its cash-strapped
government’s budget for this year.

despite the country being proud of its role
defeating Nazi Germany.

“Many Russians feel humiliated that
the nation’s authority and economic power
plunged as a result of these faulty reforms
in the recent past,” said retired physicist
Yevgeny Petrov after laying flowers at the
spot where Abramyants was killed. “But

it’s the most dastardly thing—to give vent
to your humiliation and attack innocent
people who look non-Slavic.”

African and Asian students are fre-
quently targeted, along with darker-
skinned immigrants from Russia’s former
colonies in the South Caucasus and Cen-
tral Asia.



(2

MassIs weekly

May 6, 200%

Outside View:

Armenia Seeking a New Place in the World

By Raffi K. Hovannisian
UPI Outside View Commentator

YEREVAN -- Armenia, the great re-
gional power that extended from sea to
sea in the first century before Christ and
for ages played a central role in the his-
tory of Western Asia, has been reduced
to a land-locked rump in modern times.

Millennia of foreign conquest and
domination, occupation and genocide,
have delivered to today’s world a nation
that is long on culture and civilization, but
short in statecraft. The catastrophic dis-
possession of the Armenian homeland by
the rulers of the Ottoman Empire; the sub-
sequent Bolshevik-Turkish pact partition-
ing Armenia and effectively tendering
Karabagh, Nakhichevan and other integral
parts of the Armenian patrimony to So-
viet Azerbaijan; and Armenia’s inclusion
in the Soviet empire may form the basis
of an explanation, but they do not excuse
Armenia’s current smallness.

The nation’s historic losses and in-
termittent statelessness are only prologue.
The real story is in a failed leadership that
seeks to rationalize the steady decline of
the Armenian factor in world affairs by
reference to external adversaries and geo-
political limitations.

In fact, the major constraint is the
insecure myopia of a semi-feudal, soft-
authoritarian regime with a parochial
mindset that makes a mockery of
Armenia’s ancient values and, in the very
name of democracy, smothers human
rights, civil liberties, free speech and as-
sembly, and the rule of law. Of course,
Armenia is not alone in this demeanor.

In the 15 years of the country’s
newly rediscovered statehood, authority has
never been transferred from incumbent to
challenger by free and fair elections. They
have always been forged — unfortunately
always by the administration. The sitting
presidency is no exception to this deplor-
able rule of illegitimate government.

For Armenia to reclaim its demo-
cratic advantage in the region, to become
a competitive contributor to peace, devel-
opment and security, and to realize its stra-
tegic credentials at an increasingly criti-
cal crossing on the global map, it must
transform itself both at home and abroad.

Fresh Elections: In view of its se-
ries of falsified elections, and most recently
the constitutional referendum held last No-
vember, Armenia requires an electoral
transformation. Our American, European,
and other international partners have the
capacity to make this happen through the
empowerment of Armenian citizen and
society alike. This is the expectation of the
Armenian body public. An orchestrated
theft of votes and conscience is alien to
the long-standing Armenian quest for rights
and redemption. Armenia must satisfy the
highest possible criteria for electoral legiti-
macy and accountable governance.

Rule of Right: The supremacy of
rights with due process and an equal ap-
plication of laws needs in short order to
become the foundation of the state. From
corruption and conflicts of interest to re-
sponsibility for grave crimes and other
misconduct, all citizens must face the
same standard of justice — starting from
the very top and going all the way down
the hierarchy. The self-confidence of an
independent judiciary, elusive as it may
seem, is pivotal on this score. Raise their
salaries and strictly hold them to the law.

International Standing: Armenia’s
democratic transformation, much like
Georgia’s attempt, will find its reflection
in international affairs. The republic’s sov-
ereignty is a supreme value and the most
meaningful means for pursuit of vital na-
tional interests. Armenia must become a
bridge of balance and understanding in
the wider region, intersecting as it does
Western civilization and Eastern tradition,
the CIS and the Middle East, and the fu-
ture linkage between its southern neigh-
bors and the trans-Atlantic hemisphere.
Official Yerevan should take its rightful
place in the regional security system and,
in dialogue with NATO, the European
Union, Russia, China, and other centers,
strive within the next decade to achieve
security and energy independence — or
at least diversification.

Turkey: In all of history, no bilat-
eral agreement, concord, or treaty has
ever been negotiated or entered into force
between the sovereign republics of Ar-
menia and Turkey.

A brave new discourse and enlight-
ened statesmanship must guide the initia-
tive to normalize the Turkish-Armenian
relationship in a multi-track process that
takes into account, not escapes, the his-
torical record and hammers out solutions
to a comprehensive agenda of outstand-
ing issues, including but not limited to es-
tablishment of diplomatic ties without pre-
conditions; political, economic, and ulti-
mately security-related cooperation; the
restoration of rights of the dispossessed;
the guaranteed voluntary return of
deportees or their progeny to their places
of origin; respect for and renovation of
the Armenian cultural heritage; and de-
limitation of boundaries directly between
the parties involved.

As it stands, however, Turkey con-
tinues to enforce a blockade against Ar-
menia, an act of war and a material breach
of the pact which Turkey’s Kemalist re-
gime and Soviet Russia signed in 1921
and on which Ankara relies for assertion
of its eastern frontier. Without resolution
of this strategic connection — rather the
absence thereof — neither Turkey nor
Armenia can ever join the EU, and no en-
during settlement will ever be found in
the case of Mountainous Karabagh and
its struggle for liberty, democracy, and
self-determination.

Karabagh and Azerbaijan: There
can be no true movement on this regional
conflict as long as a) Armenia and
Azerbaijan remain in essentially undemo-
cratic hands and thus without civic man-
date; b) the republican entity of mountain-
ous Karabagh, which declared its indepen-
dence according to a plebiscite held in 1991
under the Soviet Constitution and relevant
norms of international law, is excluded
from the peace process; c) Azerbaijan re-
fuses to cease and desist from its xeno-
phobic rhetoric and its outrageous desecra-
tion of Armenian religious treasures, in-
cluding an entire cemetery of medieval
“khachkars” (cross-stones) finally and
fully destroyed in broad daylight by uni-
formed soldiers in Nakhichevan last De-
cember; and d) the Turkish-Armenian di-
vide stays intact and insurmounted.

Short of this, the consequences of
the war unleashed by Azerbaijan against
Karabagh in 1988, resulting in thousands
of casualties, hundreds of thousands of
refugees and scores of reciprocal expul-
sions on both sides, must be approached

Assemblymember Frommer’s Bill to Offer Armenian
Credential for Teachers Passes Education Committee

SACRAMENTO -- The California
Assembly Education Committee late last
Wednesday passes legislation by Assem-
bly Majority Leader Dario Frommer (D-
Glendale) that would expand the single
subject foreign language California Sub-
ject Examination for Teachers to include
the Armenian language.

“Qur state boasts the largest Arme-
nian population outside of Armenia and
yet we have no program available for
teachers who want to be credentialed in
the Armenian language,” Frommer said.
“This bill will not only better equip teach-
ers in districts with large Armenian popu-
lations, it will also allow all interested stu-
dents to study the Armenian language in
high schools, colleges and university.”

Of the 1,064,578 English learners
enrolled in California, 12,786 students said
Armenian was their native language. In
Frommer’s own district, the Glendale
Unified School District reported that it had
3,904 English language learners who
speak Armenian primarily, making up 49%
of the districts total English language
learner population. In Los Angeles, there

are 3,824 English language learners whose
primary language is Armenian.
Assembly Bill 2913’s expansion of
the CSET’s single subject teaching cre-
dential to include the Armenian language
will permit high schools, colleges and
universities to offer the Armenian language
asacourse in the curriculum and will guar-
antee that those courses will be taught by
teachers credentialed in Armenia. The first
Armenian CSET must be administered by
September 1, 2009, according to the bill.

Larry Zarian Appointed to California Transportation
Commission by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

SACRAMENTO -- Larry Zarian, 68,
of Glendale, has been appointed to the
California Transportation Commission. He
has extensive experience with transpor-
tation issues, serving as a board member
for Metrolink from 1996 to 2004, as a
member and chair of the Los Angeles
County Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority from 1993 to 1997, and a member
and vice chair of the National Highway
Safety Commission from 1986 to 1990.
Zarian was a member of the Glendale City
Council from 1983 to 1999, serving four
terms as mayor, and has served in the past
as a member of the Los Angeles County
Water Quality Control Board and the Los
Angeles County Economic Development

Authority. This position requires Senate
confirmation and the compensation is
$100 per diem. Zarian is a Republican.

California.

forum flyer.

AAREA hosts Candidate Forum for
State Assembly 43" District

GLENDALE -- Various real estate brokers, investors, architects, developers
and community members are expected to attend the Armenian American Real Es-
tate Association’s (AAREA) informative Candidate Forum for the State Assembly
43" District. The candidates will present their vision and ideas for the future of

Association President, Zaven Khanjian, will welcome the candidates and the
audience to the forum. This event will take place on the evening of Monday, May
8th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Glendale Pacific Community Center Auditorium.

The candidates that will be participating in this forum are Hon. Paul Krekorian
(D), President of the Burbank School Board; Michael Agbaba (R), Environmental
Safety Consultant; and Steve Myers (L), Computer Engineer. Please see attached

For more information on AAREA, contact Rita Aharonian at 818.550-0656.

on the humanitarian level. A pilot program
to demilitarize a local segment of the con-
flict zone, allowing for the conditional re-
turn and restitution of both Armenian and
Azerbaijani refugees, might under the cir-
cumstances be the only rational avenue for
the initial cultivation of mutual confidence
and gradual reconciliation of peoples. In
all events, for the long-term development,
prosperity, and equity of the region,
Azerbaijan, Karabagh, Armenia, and Tur-
key must abide by the same supervisory
regime and terms of engagement as they
relate to demilitarization, repatriation, open-
ing of frontiers, transportation and com-
munication, and potential peacekeeping.

An old nation with a young state, Ar-
menia does indeed face a constellation of
contemporary challenges, foreign and do-
mestic, which must be overcome creatively
and fundamentally. Neither wishful evolu-
tion nor artificial revolution will carry the
day. Only a peaceful, system-wide, citi-
zen-driven transformation — anchored in
a correlation of the national will and inter-
national imperatives — can shift the para-
digm and provide the land of Ararat with
one ultimate opportunity to close the demo-
cratic deal, to turn swords into shared in-
terests, and to redefine its identity, place,
and promise in the new era.

Freedom and justice in the world
begin at home.
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Book Review

Denying the Undeniable

By Yossi Sarid
Haaretz, Israel

“The Banality of Denial: Israel and the
Armenian Genocide” by Yair Auron,
Transaction Publishers. (The Hebrew
version has been published in Israel
by Maba: 308 pages, N1S82.)

Only after Yair Auron’s book ap-
peared in English in America and Britain
was the Hebrew version published here.
Perhaps this is no coincidence. Israel,
which officially denies the Armenian
genocide, also officially denies its docu-
mentation.

Auron extensively discusses Israel’s
attitude to genocide in general, and the
Armenian genocide in particular. The ap-
pearance of the word “denial” in the
book’s title is no happenstance. We Jews
are the first to express shock and outrage
when our Holocaust is denied, overtly or
covertly, yet we turn our backs on the
catastrophes of others. Unfortunately,
even the Israeli academic community is
not strenuously trying to increase knowl-
edge of other people’s genocides. Is this
because it does not want to augment pain
in the world?

The history of humanity’s inhuman-
ity along the path to hell is strewn with
instances of genocide. In the last century
alone, more than 140 million human be-
ings were murdered, and the thirst for
human blood has yet to be satisfied. As
these lines are being written, genocide is
being committed in Darfur, in western
Sudan, and the world goes about its busi-
ness without even a murmur of protest,
as if complicity in these atrocities para-
lyzes it. However, as in the story of Cain
and Abel, the blood that has been shed
cries out. But even here in Israel, nobody
is apparently listening. We may be Jews
but our ears are uncircumcised (meta-
phorically).

We need not compare holocausts or
genocides to understand, and identify
with, the suffering of other nations. The
Jewish Holocaust was so satanic that it
allows - even obligates - us to share the
suffering and pain of others, but it does
not allow us any monopoly on genocide.
Even if we share others’ suffering and
pain, we will still have heavy surpluses
left over.

My teacher and mentor, Prof.
Yehuda Bauer, one of the greatest con-
temporary Holocaust scholars, makes
precise distinctions and definitions in a
letter he wrote me following a recent ar-
ticle of mine that appeared in Haaretz:

"] believe there is no contradiction
between the Holocaust’s unprecedentness
and its universal implications. 1 am not
saying the Holocaust is unique because if
it were, we could not study it, because it
would be beyond the realm of human his-
tory. It would be an unrepeatable event
that occurred because of suprahuman or
subhuman forces at work in history. None-
theless, the Holocaust was unprec-
edented; that is, it can serve as a prece-
dent. That is precisely what happened,
even if only partially, in Rwanda.

"This unwieldy word
‘unprecedentness,” although nonexistent
in Hebrew or English, is a more precise
term for describing the Holocaust’s na-
ture. We can define the Holocaust as the
‘genocide committed against the Jewish
people by the Germans and their collabo-
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rators during the Second World War.” To
call another nation’s genocide a ‘Holo-
caust’ would place all instances of geno-
cide under the rubric of the Jewish ca-
tastrophe and such an act would contrib-
ute nothing to the clarification or com-
memoration of each specific genocide or
to attempts to prevent such events. | be-
lieve one universal sign of any genocide
is the targeting of a specific, unique group
for mass murder. This targeting is itself
universal in every genocide. Thus, | ob-
ject to giving one nation’s genocide the
same name as that of another’s. ‘Geno-
cide’ encompasses all instances of such
mass murder. The Holocaust is the most
extreme case of genocide so far, but there
is no guarantee that a case equally or more
extreme will never occur. As the most
extreme case, it could serve as a para-
digm for future genocides. That is the
thinking of the International Task Force
for Holocaust Education, Remembrance
and Research, jointly sponsored by 24
nations, and that is how the Holocaust is
perceived by the group | head, a team of
activists committed to preventing geno-
cide that has prioritized Darfur in its
agenda because today a horrific genocide
is taking place there.” This is the core of
Prof. Bauer’s letter, which contains many
important insights and clarifications.

More acts of genocide and politicide
were committed in the 20th century than
in any other, and it is sometimes called
“the century of genocide” or “the cen-
tury of violence.” The first known in-
stance of genocide in the previous cen-
tury was in Namibia, but it has been
largely ignored, almost forgotten. The
second was the genocide committed
against the Armenians by the Turks, and
its memory persists despite all Turkey’s
efforts to make the world forget.

One person who is among the lead-
ers in the struggle to prevent the world
from forgetting is Prof. Yair Auron. He is
also one of the few Israelis who have re-
deemed the Jewish people’s and Israel’s
name, although Israel is so fearful of of-
fending Turkey that it is willing to bend
fundamental principles in order not to dis-
please the Turks. For interests of
realpolitik, Israel is guilty of complicity in
denying the Armenian genocide. Thus,
how can we accuse other nations of de-
basing themselves by denying the Holo-
caust for reasons of realpolitik? Despite
the admitted importance of Israel’s rela-
tionship with Turkey, it is regrettable and
depressing that it forces Israel to adopt a
policy of official denial that could back-

Armenia’s Forgotten Chernobyl Heroes Fight For
Life 20 Years On

By Astghik Bedevian

It took Norayr
Manaserian two years to
realize that he is no
longer the healthy man
he was before a power-
ful explosion destroyed
one of the reactors of the |~
Chernobyl  nuclear |
power plant on April 26, |
1986. He was among ki %
hundreds of thousands [%
of Soviet citizens who (=55
were sent to the scene

of the world’s worst A rescue worker standing outside the destro

yed reactor of

nuclear disaster just theChernobylplant

days after it sent radia-
tion billowing throughout Europe.

“At first, my mouth would dry up
but I didn’t care,” recalls the 58-year-old
retired KGB officer. “One day | got really
sick and could barely breathe. Then my
stomach and eventually my kidneys be-
gan to hurt.”

Manaserian has barely been able to
work and lead a normal life since then. “I
am hospitalized three or four times a
year,” he tells RFE/RL at a Yerevan clinic
specializing in treatment of serious burns
and nuclear radiation.

His fate is typical of many of some
600,000 firefighters, servicemen and
other people from across the Soviet Union
who joined in frantic efforts to contain
the unprecedented accident. Their heroic
efforts spared Europe an even greater
calamity.

More than 3,000 of the people
known as “liquidators” in the ex-USSR
were from Armenia. Nearly 400 of them
have since died of radiation and other dis-
eases caused by it. Those who have sur-
vived seem largely neglected by the gov-
ernment and forgotten by a society that
has gone through other cataclysms since
1986.

The 20th anniversary of the
Chernobyl disaster was solemnly marked
on Wednesday, with world leaders, includ-
ing U.S. President George W. Bush and
Pope Benedict XVI, paying tribute to its
thousands of victims. The main official
ceremony took place in the Ukrainian town
of Slavutych that was built to house the
Chernobyl plant’s workers. Hundreds of
people, each bearing a candle and some
with red carnations, filed slowly through
its streets in the morning.

Ukraine as well as neighboring
Belarus and Russia together estimate that
more than five million persons currently
suffer health problems to some extent, as
aresult of Chernobyl. The accident forced
the permanent evacuation of more than
300,000 people from over 5,000 towns
and villages in the three nations.

In Armenia, a low-key commemo-
ration of the disaster anniversary was
mainly attended by members of an orga-
nization uniting Armenian “liquidators.”
Some of them were received and hon-
ored by Prime Minister Andranik

Markarian on Tuesday. Markarian admit-
ted that assistance provided by his gov-
ernment is too modest to address their
problems.

Health is by far the most serious of
those problems. According to a senior
doctor at the Yerevan radiation hospital,
Marina Mirijanian, some 2,000 local “lig-
uidators,” still fight for their lives 20 years
after the tragedy, regularly receiving treat-
ment at the specialized facility. She said
most of those who die are below the age
of 50.

“We do our best to help them, but
not all conditions are adequate,” said
Mirijanian. “Our equipment is old. We
would love to replace it but can’t afford
doing that. Also, there are some very ex-
pensive drugs which the hospital doesn’t
have and which patients themselves have
to buy.”

There were only two patients at the
clinic on Wednesday: Manaserian and a
45-year-old man who did not want to be
identified. He served as an officer at a
Soviet army detachment stationed in Kiev
when a massive fireball ripped through
the fourth reactor of the Chernobyl plant.

“Early in the morning of May 3
[1986] our entire regiment was put on
alert and taken to the reactor number
four,” he said. “All troops in the area were
sent there. It didn’t matter if you were
with interior troops, army infantry or tank
detachments.”

Like the vast majority of other res-
cuers, the officer and his soldiers were
not given any personal protective equip-
ment as they helped to evacuate residents
of nearby Ukrainian towns and villages.
The ex-officer received vast doses of ra-
diation and has been effectively disabled
since 1992.

“As a former officer, | get a mili-
tary pension of about 30,000 drams ($67)
a month,” he said. “Other guys are paid
only 9,000 drams by social security bod-
ies. Those are ridiculous sums.”

Manaserian, for his part, has to live
on 23,000 drams but shies away from
complaining about his plight. “How can a
man complain?” he said. “Some men be-
come ministers, prosecutors, presidents
or prime ministers, while others end up
like me. What can we do?”

fire on us one day, when other nations do
unto us what we are doing unto others,
and which we hate so much. Genocide
must never be denied, no matter what the
reasons or the identity of the murderers
and their victims.

One could argue that, had the world
not adopted a policy of “back to busi-
ness” in the face of the Armenian geno-

cide, turning its back and closing its eyes,
the Jewish Holocaust might never have
happened. The German National-Social-
ists derived much encouragement from
the complacency, indifference and silence
of the world’s nations, and decided that
the world would not excessively protest

Continued on page 4
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US Ambassador John Evans and ATP
Celebrate Earth Day

YEREVAN -- On
April 21, US Ambassa-
dor to Armenia John
Evans and Mrs. Donna |
Evans marked Earth [
Day and Arbor Day ina |
ceremonial tree planting [§
initiated by Armenia
Tree Project (ATP). [
Ambassador Evans and
honored guests planted &
evergreens on a spe-
cially prepared plot at
ATP’s nursery in the
refugee village of Karin.

In cooperation
with the US Embassy,
invited high ranking au-
thorities, and a number
of international and local organizations,
this event coincided with worldwide en-
vironmental celebrations and was orga-
nized to raise broader public awareness
of ecological issues in Armenia. The date
of the ceremony was chosen in obser-
vance of the traditional Earth Day and
Arbor Day festivities, marked globally on
April 21 and April 29, respectively.

Special guests in attendance in-
cluded Minster of Nature Protection
Vardan Ayvazyan and Deputy Minister of
Agriculture Samvel Galstyan. The cer-
emonial tree planting was preceded by
welcoming remarks from Ambassador
Evans and ATP Director of Operations
Vache Kirakosyan. Areception followed
in ATP’s Michael and Virginia Ohanian
Environmental Education Center.

Ambassador Evans expressed his
heartfelt gratitude to ATP for organizing
the celebration and added that, “Planting
another seedling on Armenian land is a
great pleasure.” While touring the nurs-
ery, the US Ambassador was impressed
by the condition of nursery and the work
ATP has been able to do in Armenia.

The Deputy Minister of Agricul-
ture, Samvel Galstyan, also stressed the
significant role played by ATP: “Armenia
Tree Project is reforesting Armenia, and

US Ambassador to Armenia John Evans (center) with ATP Di-
rector of Operations Vache Kirakosyan (right) during the
ceremonial tree planting in observance of Earth Day and Ar-
bor Day

their mission is extremely important. Such
an initiative not only restores Armenia’s
greenery, but helps to solve other interre-
lated ecological problems and diminish pol-
lution, which is necessary for keeping our
environment clean.”

In his remarks, the Minster of Na-
ture Protection did not expect the increase
in the price of natural gas to result in ad-
ditional tree cutting, since Armenia is de-
veloping alternative sources of renewable
energy. “This will not lead us to mass tree
cutting as before,” stated Minster
Ayvazyan. “There are real possibilities for
using renewable energy, and Armenia has
several alternative sources which can pro-
duce enough energy.”

ATP was founded in 1994 with the
vision of securing Armenia’s future by
protecting its environment and restoring its
degraded forests. ATP advances Armenia’s
socio-economic development by mobilizing
resources for large-scale reforestation,
community-based tree planting, environ-
mental education and advocacy, and rural
development through job creation. With the
establishment of the Mirak Family refor-
estation nursery and expansion of the back-
yard nursery program in the Getik River
Valley, ATP is working toward the goal of
planting over one million trees in 2006.

Denying the Undeniable

Continued from page 3

or be overly shocked or outraged if, af-
ter the Armenians, the next genocidal vic-
tim would be the Jews, whose blood is
no redder. In one famous speech, Hitler
himself referred to the Armenians’ fate
as he hinted what the Jews could expect.
Ignoring one genocide will bring on an-
other, and the murderers usually emerge
from the dark, foul-smelling cave their
predecessors inhabited. Those who have
thus far not understood that point - and
many Israeli leaders belong in that cat-
egory - will certainly understand it after
reading Auron’s book. One cannot warn
humanity of tomorrow’s genocide with-
out exposing yesterday’s and recogniz-
ing it and its atrocities.

For Armenians everywhere, Israel’s
and the Jewish people’s attitude toward
their catastrophe is crucially important.
They need our recognition because we
are genocide’s natural, historical victims
and because it is vital in their struggle to
perpetuate their genocide’s memory and

implications. They seek Jerusalem’s lead-
ership; yet that city, which envelopes it-
self in a silence that speaks volumes, is
surrounded by hills of indifference.

Perhaps today, with the world more
open to the Jews’ suffering, we ourselves
can open up more to the Armenians’. In
September 2005, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly unanimously resolved that
January 27 would be the day of interna-
tional commemoration of the Holocaust
and its victims. The world’s nations will
henceforth annually observe that date, the
anniversary of the Red Army’s liberation
of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp. |
am certain that the day is not far off when
the Armenians’ tragedy will similarly be
internationally recognized. | want to see
Israel champion that cause.

“The Banality of Denial” is not just a
fascinating, informed research document;
it also challenges all genocide-deniers. It is
acredit to its author and his colleagues who
refuse to accept the denial policy of Jerusa-
lem, whose walls are now sadly being
guarded by the blind, the deaf and the mute.

Http://www.massisweekly.com

Armenia Fund Continues Reconstruction in
Earthquake Zone

YEREVAN -- Armenia Fund con-
tinues its reconstruction projects in the
earthquake battered northern region of
Armenia. In 1988, the country was struck
with a catastrophic earthquake with a
magnitude of 6.8 on the Richter scale and
an epicenter at Gyumri-Spitak. Armenia’s
2nd largest city — Gyumri - fell to rubbles
as the earthquake struck a major blow to
its infrastructure. Residential buildings
toppled one after another forcing the
population to live in temporary shacks.

Thanks to the combined effort of
countless NGOs and Diaspora based phi-
lanthropists, the region is gradually re-
covering through large-scale, long-term
infrastructure development assistance.
Armenia Fund and the Lincy Foundation
have been at the forefront of such re-
construction projects.

Building upon years of revitalization
projects, Armenia Fund is proud to an-
nounce, yet again, that it will construct 2
new, modern residential buildings in the
“Yerankyuni” District of Spitak. The fi-
nancing of the project is generously pro-
vided by the British affiliate of Armenia
Fund. The affiliate has also undertaken
the reconstruction of the Artik Regional
Hospital of Shirak which is the only re-
gional healthcare facility catering the
republic’s northern population. The new
building will be dubbed as 7B and 8B —

completing am series of other building in
the district. Each building will consist of
three or two room apartments designed
for 8 families. Although construction of
the project had started in late 2004 and
early 2005, the British affiliate of the Fund
pledged to complete its financing.

The buildings will feature four floors,
modern windows and doors, as well as a
roof resistant to the harsh climate of Ar-
menia. The surrounding landscape of the
buildings will be rehabilitated through fi-
nancing provided by the government of
Armenia. Upon the completion of the
project, the “Yerankyuni” district will en-
joy a series of new residential buildings.
The 8A building was completed thanks to
financing provided by the German affili-
ate of Armenia Fund - Hayastan Fonds
eV Germany. The 7A building was com-
pleted by the British affiliate.

Armenia Fund continues to provide
large-scale infrastructure development
assistance in the earthquake region. The
Fund focuses on the construction of safe
and reliable housing, as well as new
schools, healthcare facilities, and cultural
centers. Armenia Fund is the single most
effective organization in carrying out such
projects in Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh thanks to the wholehearted sup-
port of the Armenian Diaspora around the
world.

9:30-10:00 Introduction

The Economic Factor: Richard G.
Hovannisian, AEF Chair, UCLA

The Contributions of Armen Alchian
to Economic Theory: Harold Demsetz,
Department of Economics, UCLA

10:00-12:30 Growth and Poverty Re-
duction in Armenia: Achievements
and Challenges-IMF Book Presenta-
tion

Moderator: Michael Intriligator, Depart-
ment of Economics, UCLA

Presenter: Enrique Gelbard, Deputy Di-
vision Chief, and former Mission Chief
to Armenia, International Monetary Fund
Discussants: William Ascher, Donald C.
McKenna Professor of Government and
Economics, Claremont McKenna Col-
lege, and AIPRG Advisory Board
Daniel A. Mazmanian, Bedrosian Chair
in Governance, and Director, Judith and
John Bedrosian Center on Governance

Armenia: Challenges of Sustainable
Development

Sponsored by the UCLA
Armenian Educational Foundation
Chair in Modern Armenian History,
Department of Economics,
Von Grunebaum Center for Near Eastern Studies,
and the
Armenian International Policy Research Group (AIPRG)

In Honor of Professor Armen Alchian

Saturday, May 6, 2006
50 Court of Sciences, UCLA
9:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AT NO CHARGE.
ONE-DAY PARKING, $8.00
STRUCTURE 2, HILGARD & WESTHOLME ENTRANCE TO UCLA

and the Public Enterprise, School of
Policy, Planning, and Development, Uni-
versity of Southern California

Ara Khanjian, Department of Econom-
ics, Ventura College and AIPRG

1:30-4:00 PM Selected Topics on
Armenia?s Economic Development
Moderator: Lee Ohanian, Department of
Economics, UCLA

Tax Potential vs. Tax Effort: Factors
behind the Stubbornly Low Tax Col-
lection in Armenia: David Grigorian,
International Monetary Fund and AIPRG
Remittances, Poverty, and Growth in
Armenia: Bryan Roberts, Department
of Homeland Security and AIPRG
Financial Sector Development in Ar-
menia: Problems and Challenges:
Nerses Yeritsyan, Central Bank of Ar-
menia and AIPRG

Discussion




uuuhu

GuPU@, UU3hU 6, 2006-E3 13

-
PLuLUsNILEND

4U.84vU.%3U.G6U.Y

ﬂ‘lil[iuuérnl_ﬁ[u_ilﬂ prr[.nl_ Jui=
rprie sty pute b pkl SELY £
'l,uiwuuul[ Cbuuuu[iul_nllill;[lnl_ b Lu[Jn-
nfp dp, wwymolify 8 fusS G gifruly
l[bwb#[l Eill[bpﬂg JE m[:[uuiuulnl_
szpr [Jbl[iuu&nl_ rrer e{mgnrlnl_-
[Phusts ulyfgpis £ pppke $frSilts
illl.l[lll.llllll.ll!lyll.lil: ﬂwxg [Jbl[iuu&nl_-
[P hiusts wy frpp oSl S5k
nr nl_il[l: u!uuitu, wiif £y [_uui:l‘l
ypmpligh £ [Fllméne ppjmy, pugh
papn le[wil ll.l[ld'll.lil[l#il[;p;‘il b lziuu-
Spiis fubi puagne [FEUES, npnig nppwh
wy [Jbl[iuu&nl_ ill;pl[w!wiuui:p ne
172111111#‘ Zl;il_g l[piuup m[l[u.uiu.ul
wilnilg:

f-'wpnyulpui: u:[:d'mb[:gi:bpt
Iinl_pl[ ‘7‘”["1'”5 4w171ul1 g ne -
[J[u_b, zle)’w[unnl_ﬁl‘u_il, Lutli:nl_nl_-
Ppiss, pulbpupipn @i, bpfa-
g fam [t be Siduws ..o [P i
illip [uhummu:lnl_p[[ Fwn_l;p 1734 Ililnhg
p SenwSnaqnefris Sfugs ppkig wh-
sfrslpsts yusSfis o e bgfe wfFr fris
quﬁb, wn_wilg ’I'”J’ii’ Zuu[:nll Serr=-
4nq_anlnL qupn({wl[wil 4wul[w5n-
e [Fheiilslippr: Ugrpuyfrufibipp gfe-
[ l[piuuil Jnn_iuul g Jﬁwﬂ:
1[[;[1n¢([rzlnul prne{w[[wil 4wul[w5n-
lZnL[J[u_i:i:pr, wyy ilﬂt{ilﬁlll[ iuu[u-
s by, npniip ki
illnl opl;pnl_il il[lL/;l.llllltll nL puipn-
!wuitu ozﬂuué' 4‘[121 ﬁpbilg: ﬂ[nulCl;-
ki, wJ:;u[ﬁu[li:banb 41u171u[1, ubi=
l[uul[mil Zw4i: n w[«?nn_a wullu4nzll;-
lti’ !bmn!, lﬁuuglnulill;pﬂ‘ i =
l[wil ul[LanLiLgilbp n prl;l[uuﬁ:l;p
oq.lﬂlull.nﬂb’blﬁ unu[1[1[7[1 In7, Jﬁwﬂ:
frbty sl Sunbib e Sw-
Supr:

Ugpeyprufibpp wgqugpt, ph-
hhpugpt ne SwdwSwpglpupls -
pupbpncfdfuiinbpne Shpfl SE9 =
b Sunyuiginng [Ffictip S ffinulpds pu-
qupwlpling Ffts hp Bhuinkl, np
pun fipbig phowiugfnn [Fhel ne
Bhyncund [Fhct iy hrgncfr: Qupuigu-
Ubprty Swdwduw gl fr of i ulyg -
pubpnc ke pupngulpuls Swuljgn-
qocfdbwl puygbp wnubp fpkiyg
wbuwhbinnd fubjpugne [dfct £ U g-
ufilipli, Swpncwmn ne ghppbpne mkp
Suwioffubpnc yngnpnp [k, fuliljp-
hbyp be whintyg uppwibpndt ful
wg.p q_ngbla lnfl_uumnl_[JﬁLil b « d'w=
Jluiu.ul[[l Shun Luy/ u[l.u4lilnL» l[l.upn-
qrcfFfte g w9, g np
bty quunndly  qpunhnc @i G
Uhunnkte: Ugu wquonkSunyu yintibprc
Swdwp Ul puls plialpls e fuls =
gh gnpé £ Up [Fulpuls ne papn -
huts pfppbp snctibgnng funf quitinip
Ynputignigué twpulfiti pupkblong-
ubpp ypbyt wibif gopwinp e
qwlwpbp Unpbpndl ynep uniou-
e Swdwp: Guilf be wfdnnfr Shunu-
S wu punnkSuyuintibpp puin
Swhigfrnn, wnwly fug8wlwpn [Fhul,
fbpuquuunpbnd fpbig pulbpo-
gt puprspbipn [Fhiibpp, fp dfo-
bwl ghppbpp qpuewé tnpbpndh,
bl ungupuly qhppbpp frpuiigne-
gqusbbpnct §E9 hp qunlin ity fpblig
pupblpudibpl ne pupbpupibpp,
npnlp winnbuncdfi ne bngifiuly $u-
Jubuiliph l[’bbﬁwpl[nl_ﬁil wilinlig fng=-

gL

aunbg Zw4l’1 /78 LLI/;HIL[I !LUL[I-
mbiuu[[wil Lullill[wlnl_/z;‘lnuﬂg winy iy
[Jbl[iuu&nl_illip b, I1[1[12I£ !Llllgl.u[ll Iy
l[E Sty [Jlil[iuué'nl_‘ Lun_l.uilg Suru=
Gk pre frphing Sgunmal s (o $b-

whe Unp qhppbpne Swuwmé wyuiyino=-
bl bpp bppbdt pucwpup §u-
thn fppunbu b gluaSunnne [Fhut
Euffwphbyne inp [F4plpuSwptibpne
qupnigué wgdncp honkjne Sw-
dwp whnly ognunli be finuup b
[3&' np#wi;nl{ Luirllbllé' ne LUlelu-
Swipuligpp bl wlhinlip;

G npuybugh inp «wyrnunkpnct
wekiyfr 4Lul§bl[1 bpbowl [FEhinubne-
Lb[’EI [uillllupl[nl_lyﬁ /73 [;JFlllu4Lu-
prcdfi fppblyg Swnwgne [Fhwl gre-
quiShn Swymbwhiph wpyme §pt wy
hp uhufils prynp wiinhg qbd, npnip
[1[1[7215 &wn_wyué’ «u[nu»l?anil zbb
pulpuphbp, huwd Ungful whinig
wmbuwhbiibpp $pudubne guligg-
Lo fdficlip l[’nl_ilbiuuil: U v ypunu=
iy wy whnbp gtk goon wpmnk pnf
mwpulpupépp bygnqubpndl Swafit
phpwlugfi « pnewmuputing ([J fr itk p
bfne i, [FEEL ng Bfipimn puungne-
[pets quntl ]

'lb[’g‘-"”[t”; [PEhumbniubpp
widbl dhfngh fp qfpdbut ppklyg
((Lllnu))banZl «LuZ@[n} I{FUJJ !oilg
l[Lu!» Eunllilbpﬂ, l[uuy Lu!llu[unq
muwppbpp nnf@hwl quinisup-
wnbyne Swdwp, wnwby qfunulghne
npr wigunn w fuuspr S SE9 lf wiypinp,

nop [Funyniibp gogne jFfich gnclifin:

FPuygyg ng Sk Swnuwgne [Ffiil
bypunmwlfils $fr hplip Swnuwghy be
spplpmprmp qbip fpnmmply, 534 winp
whinp mibbgnqubpne wpwpphibpp
wpnup ne yfunwly §64, b fuili-
caslig, EfFL wgn Swnwyn [dhciinbpp
hp Sunnnegnofn jwlwpuiigfhp b
wpunnbSuwpuyin [Fhlinnéncibpn frg-
gL

Nprf bk wyqupupibpnct
Swrnuwnc[dfhitip wu§wlhmenp £
2wSwigfrumalywts b w [Fnnund npulput
Sunpfuulibpne huwynewé:

Plhhwéniubpp Uunniéng
bplpopuaby ol Swpncnd hp G-
mwpkl whgpl wyfuuplhl FE9
wftnn fp wopmSndbyne wlhidpu o -
[Phusp...:

5'4, [1'le bpl[ilgilbly, S iy =-
pup qoep wy Swbipfiywé £p Uil
m[luil.upilban, npnilp Lutftil lnbll bil:
Vhpluy wypupSht S£9 pdncwp £
« 4iuutyliil[l» Fl.upn!wl[l.uil uqunLL#-
hprncls hwngmé  « dwilwlnulpu-
rhuy» dwpply quatiby, puigy gunn B
«Lul"}[uullmil» 4u1uﬂ’1u1ilb[1£.’

uJuLli!"'u Etr LU/J”IL[I $bri-
S, wfdnn bpugng guckpdwlpul
[PEYinuéncbpp:

Jessica Demirdjian
Realtor

Prudential

California Realty

8878 Hibert Street

Zan Diego, CA. 92131

Bus 858 653-8400 Fax 858 653-F440
Cell 519 846-T738 jessicad@prusd.com

WAHIBS MIDDLE EAST RESTAURANT
“Where the East Meets the West"

MEDITERRANEAN - LEBANESE FOOD

BANQUET HALL

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

NAZO,VARTAN,AMIR &
SINGER MUHAMMAD

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

910 E. MAIN ALHAMBRA, CA

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT INTERNATIONAL & ARABIC SHOW

BELLY DANCING

PHOTO/CONCEPT-J/D-2005 TEL (6260 795-4493
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