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Waiting for Answers:

Recovery Efforts, Investigation Continue
Following Air Crash

Relatives Cast Flowers Into Sea For Armavia Plane Crash Victims

Relatives grieve aboard a ship during a mourning ceremony for victims of the Armavia

plane crash

Grieving relatives cast flowers into
the Black Sea last Friday at the spot where
an Armenian jet plunged into the waters,
killing all 113 on board.

To the sound of mournful music
and the boom of a fog horn, they scat-
tered carnations and roses over the wa-
ters six kilometers (four miles) offshore
from the Russian resort of Sochi, where
the Armenian Airbus A320 crashed last
Wednesday. A woman holding a photo-
graph of two young newly-weds who died

in the crash fainted on the deck of the
boat that took them to the site. Several
others also passed out.

Divers off the coast of Sochi are
still trying to reach the so-called “black
boxes” of Flight 967, typically seen as
crucial evidence in any airline disaster in-
vestigation.

While Prime Minister Andranik
Margaryan has urged caution against pre-
supposed conclusions, pilots and aviation
experts theorize as they wait for evidence.

Armenia Marks Soviet Victory InWWII

Thousands of people joined by se-
nior government officials and foreign dip-
lomats converged on a World War 1l me-
morial in Yerevan on Tuesday as Armenia
officially marked the 61st anniversary of
the Soviet-led defeat of Nazi Germany.
The annual ceremony also involved a small
parade of Armenian and Russian troops.

Some 600,000 citizens of Soviet
Armenia took part in the war. Nearly half
of them lost their lives - a catastrophic
death toll for what was then a republic of
less than two million inhabitants. The to-
tal Soviet death toll in World War 11 is
officially estimated at round 25 million —
far higher than that of any other country
that played any role in the war.

As always, the celebration of what
is officially called Victory and Peace Day
in Armenia had a particular significance

for the country’s dwindling ranks of the
mostly octogenarian veterans. Hundreds
of them again put on their wartime med-
als to visit Yerevan’s Victory Park and
remember their fallen comrades.

Gurgen Martirosian was an 18-year-
old Red Army conscript when Nazi Ger-
many unleashed a massive assault on the
Soviet Union on June 22, 1941. “We were
awakened at five o’clock in the morning
on that day and fought until April 28,
1945,” he recalled. “That’s when | left
Berlin and returned home.”

Gurgen Manukian also reached Ber-
lin after nearly three years of fierce fight-
ing. “I was in trenches for one thousand
days,” he said proudly.

“We hope you won’t see what he
have seen,” said another gray-haired vet-
eran. “The worst thing on earth is war.”

Armenia Deemed Unfit To Join New
UN Human Rights Body

NEW YORK -- AWestern non-gov-
ernmental organization monitoring the
United Nations has placed Armenia on a
blacklist of 28 countries which it says are
“unfit” to sit on the new UN Human
Rights Council that was due to be elected
late Tuesday.

The Geneva-based UN Watch
claimed that the Armenian government’s
human rights record does not differ mark-
edly from that of “egregious human rights
violators” like China, Cuba or Saudi

Arabia.

The UN General Assembly decided
to form the new body last March in place
of its discredited Human Rights Commis-
sion. Sixty-four countries have put for-
ward their names for the council’s 47
seats allocated by region. Armenia needs
at least 96 votes — an absolute majority
of the General Assembly’s 191 members
— to win one of the six seats reserved

Continued on page 4

S. D. Hunchakian Party
Central Board Sends
Messages of Condolence

The Central Board of the Social-
Democrat Hunchakian Party sent mes-
sages of condolence to Catholicos of
All Armenians Karekin I, RA NA
Speaker Artur Baghdasarian and Prime
Minister Andranik Margarian on the
occasion of the accident of the Armavia
airline’s A-320 plane carrying out
Yerevan-Sochi flight.

The messages in particular, read:
“We were deeply saddened to learn
about the accident of the plane belong-
ing to the Armavia airline. This unex-
pected loss shocked the relatives of the
victims and all Armenians. The Social-
Democrat Hunchakian Party’s Central
Board presents its deep condolences to
you, to the families and relatives of the
victims hoping that your people and
homeland will be sparred such catas-
trophes in the future”.

“We know for sure that at a dis-
tance of 6 kilometers from the shore the
plane vertically plunged into water at a
great speed,” veteran pilot of the USSR,
National Aviation Union Chairman Dmitri
Adbashyan told reporters May 6 at the
Azdak club.

“The force of the impact was so
great that the plane was torn into pieces.”

A deepwater complex called the
“Calmar” was to begin work at the crash
site. The naval device is equipped with a
video camera and supplied with a special
manipulator. The device is hoped to help
raise sections of the Airbus.

The Russian side will take up the

Continued on page 2

Turkey Recalls Envoys
From France and
Canada Over Armenian
Genocide Row

ANKARA -- Turkey has recalled its
ambassadors to France and Canada for
“a short time” for consultations, the For-
eign Ministry announced Monday, to pro-
test moves in both countries that recog-
nize the mass killings of Armenians as
genocide.

The diplomatic move was Turkey’s
latest salvo against increasing international
pressure on Turkey to recognize the kill-
ings of Armenians at the time of World
War | as genocide.

Turkey has recently criticized Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper for
remarks he made in support of recogniz-
ing the mass killings as genocide, and
warned that such statements threatened
Turkish-Canadian relations.

Turkey has also warned French leg-
islators not to approve a draft law which
would make the denial of the genocide a
crime. France’s parliament is set to con-
sider next week a one-article bill, pre-
sented by the opposition Socialists, which
would make it a crime to deny the Arme-
nian genocide of 1915. It is already an
offense in France to deny the Holocaust
of World War 1.

Turkey has recalled its ambassador
to Paris, Osman Korutuk, and Aydemir
Erman the ambassador in Ottawa, “for a
short time for consultations over the lat-
est developments about the baseless alle-
gations of Armenian genocide in France
and Canada,” Foreign Ministry Spokes-
man Namik Tan said. They would return
to their posts following the consultations,
he added.

Armenian Speaker Facing Collapse of
Parliament Faction

YEREVAN -- The Orinats Yerkir
Party of parliament speaker Artur
Baghdasarian has lost its status as
Armenia’s second largest parliamentary
force after the apparently government-
orchestrated defection of four of its 19
lawmakers.

The defections come as another in-
dication of Baghdasarian’s growing es-
trangement from the Armenian leadership.
Sources close to the government say the
Orinats Yerkir faction in the National Assem-
bly will shrink further in the coming days.

The four deputies, all of them
wealthy businessmen dependent on gov-
ernment connections, left the faction on
Friday and at the weekend without issu-

Parliament speaker Artur Baghdasarian

ister Andranik Markarian’s Republican
Party (HHK) predicted that the 37-year-
old speaker will be left with even fewer
parliament seats.

The looming collapse of its parlia-

ing an explanation. The
defectors have not
joined any other politi-
cal party yet. Newspa-

Will Armenian Parliament
Speaker Quit Ruling Coalition?
Page 2

ment faction is widely
linked to
Baghdasarian’s recent
interview with a lead-

per reports have said that several other
government businessmen that remain af-
filiated with Baghdasarian’s party will fol-
low their example very soon.
According to the “Haykakan
Zhamanak” daily, the Orinats Yerkir fac-
tion will number only 10 deputies by the
end of this month. A source in Prime Min-

ing German newspaper in which he said
that “Armenia’s future is the European
Union and NATO.” Both Kocharian and
leaders of the two other parties repre-
sented in his cabinet have disavowed the
remarks, saying that they do not reflect

Continued on page 4
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Recovery Efforts, Investigation Continue

Continued from page 1

decoding of records if the “black boxes”
are found, assisted by the Armenians on
hand for the investigation.

“The ‘black boxes’ are not boxes,
they are round-shaped equipment made
of very solid metal and with a diameter of
about 60 centimeters,” Adbashyan told re-
porters.

In other investigation-related news,

ment,” Levitin told reporters after a meet-
ing with Emergency Situations Minister
Sergei Shoigu. “We have looked at the
French experience at Sharm el-Sheikh,”
Levitin said.

Rescuers have so far only found 51
bodies and seven of these have not yet
been identified, Sergei Aristov, Russia’s
deputy transport minister, said. Investi-
gators from the French government’s
civil aviation department were already at

Portraits of some of the victims of the plane crash

Civic Aviation Gayane Davtyan says pre-
vious reports that the Adler airport con-
troller was being sequestered were exag-
gerated.

According to Davtyan, the control-
ler is still on the job, and Armenian offi-
cials expect to meet with him, after which
a report will be filed on the contents of
the conversation and, presumably, a tran-
script of the controller’s communication
with Flight 967.

Russia To Seek French Aid Over
Armenian Plane Crash
Moscow is to ask France for spe-
cialist help in retrieving the black box flight
recorders.
”The aeronautical safety committee
of the (12-nation) Commonwealth of In-

the scene Sunday, a standard procedure
since the crash involved a French-built
plane.

Armenia In Mourning

A first plane carrying 26 bodies ar-
rived at the airport in the Armenian capi-
tal, Yerevan, on Friday after an initial de-
lay, apparently due to a lack of coffins.
“The victims’ bodies are unrecognizable,
horribly disfigured. A mother wouldn’t
know her own son,” said one young man
who had returned from Sochi after fail-
ing to find his brother-in-law, his eyes
red from crying and fatigue.

Flags flew at half mast across Ar-
menia, radio and television channels
played sad music and memorial services
were held at churches across the coun-

Relatives of the 113 victims of the plane crash staring at coroners’ photographs of the
dead in hopes of identifying the bodies pulled from the water so far

dependent States will approach French
specialists,” said Russian Transport min-
ister Igor Levitin.

One of the Russian salvage team
Sunday revised the estimate of the depth
at which the recorders were lying to 450
meters (1,480 feet) from the previous
estimate of 680 meters (2,230 feet).

”\We need more detailed information
on where the remains of the plane are.
That’s why we need the French equip-

try. Russian officials and\ members of the
public also laid flowers at the Armenian
embassy in Moscow for the victims of
the accident. The crash has shocked the
two countries, which have long had close
ties.

On board the plane were 85 Arme-
nian citizens, 26 Russians, one Georgian
and one Ukrainian, according to a list pub-
lished at Yerevan airport. Six children
were thought to be among the dead.

Prominent Armenian Pilot Dmitri Atbashyan’s
Versions of the Crash of A320

A prominent Armenian pilot and
the chairman of the National Aviation
Association Dmitry Adbashian said all
theories about the likely cause of the
Wednesday airliner’s crash off the Black
Sea in Russian resort of Sochi would
remain theories as long until the so-called
black boxes are recovered from the sea
and deciphered. “It is in the interest of
Armvaia to take the boxes out and save
its reputation if it wants to prove that
the plane was in good technical shape
and that the crash was due to either bad weather or human factor.”

“I rely on clearly reported facts. We do not know what records the black
boxes contain, we do not know what happened. We know that the plane plunged
into the water at an extremely high speed 6 km from the shore. In addition, the fall
was so heavy that the plane broke to small pieces. The plane could break to small
pieces for two reasons. If the plane were airtight, even a light blow would make it
explode. Second, it could break into small pieces on plunging into the water at a
high speed. It is a fact that the plane was out of control when it fell into the water.
If on falling into the water the plane were controllable, the pilot would manage to
report that they were running out of fuel and he decided to land on water, etc.” and
land on water. All the pilots are trained to land on water, both theoretically and on
special equipment.

Why did the plane fall? There can be different reasons. First, they lost speed.
The plane stays in the air as long as it has the minimum speed required to stay in the
air. If the speed is below the minimum, the train falls on a spiral trajectory. Modern
planes cannot resist the fall, they need 1-1.5 km to regain control of the plane. They
did not have so much distance. In other words, if the plane is falling, the disaster is
inevitable.

When the aerodynamics of a plane is disrupted, the minimum speed may be
different for a dry, wet, frozen plane. A wet plane is dangerous. It is very difficult to
fly in the rain. Sometimes the rain does not reach the plane. Sometimes the rain
reaches the plane and increases resistance. In such cases the power of the engine
may not be enough to overcome the extra resistance.

Thunder and lightning could also affect the plane. Lightning conductors are
installed on the wings of the plane to discharge natural lightning and charges, oc-
curring between the wings of the plane. There have been cases when the examina-
tion of the fragments of crashed planes showed that one part or another was miss-
ing. For instance, there have been cases when the pipe inside the wing, which
supplies pressure equal to the atmospheric pressure, was shorter by 3 meters. The

crashed A320 was not new and had been repaired.

It is impossible to assert that the plane plunged into the water at a 60° angle.
If the visibility was 3000 m, and the plane plunged into the sea 6000 m from the
coast, who could calculate the angle of the fall?”

Analysis:

Will Armenian Parliament Speaker Quit
Ruling Coalition?

By Liz Fuller

Armenian parliament speaker Artur
Baghdasarian has publicly distanced him-
self from one of the key tenets of the
country’s foreign and security policy —
nonmembership of NATO — hinting that
his Orinats Yerkir (OY, Law-Based State)
party may even pull out of the govern-
ment over the issue. But some analysts
question whether Baghdasarian, who is
widely regarded as populist and opportu-
nistic, would risk doing so with 12
months still to go before the 2007 parlia-
mentary elections.

Inan interview published in the daily
“Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung” (FAZ)
on April 19, Baghdasarian affirmed that
while Armenia has good relations with
Russia, “Armenia’s future is the EU and
NATO,” and “Russia must not block our
way to Europe.”

The Armenian leadership is not
averse to close cooperation with either
NATO or the EU: Armenia finalized an
Individual Partnership Action Plan with
NATO in December 2005, and is a par-
ticipant in the EU’s European Neighbor-
hood Policy. But it draws the line at for-
mal membership in either organization.
President Robert Kocharian and Defense
Minister Serzh Sarkisian — currently re-
garded as the most likely successor to

Kocharian, whose second presidential
terms expires in the spring of 2008 —
have both repeatedly said that close mili-
tary cooperation with Russia is a more
reliable guarantee of national security than
NATO membership.

Baghdasarian’s statement incurred
a swift and negative response from Presi-
dent Kocharian, who told the indepen-
dent Armenian daily “Golos Armenii” that
“Armenia is not going to join NATO,” and
does not aspire to EU membership either,
Noyan Tapan reported on April 27.
Kocharian stressed that according to the
Armenian Constitution, it is the president
who determines the country’s foreign
policy, adding that he expects an “expla-
nation” from Baghdasarian.

But Baghdasarian made clear on
May 2 that he will pull Orinats Yerkir out
of the three-party government coalition
rather than retract his statement of sup-
port for eventual NATO and EU mem-
bership. At the same time, he stressed
that he sees NATO membership as a long-
term, rather than immediate, goal.

Representatives of the other two
coalition parties immediately distanced
themselves from Baghdasarian’s state-
ment. Galust Sahakian, who heads the
parliament faction of Prime Minister

Continued on page 4
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Monumental Columbia University Conference on Independent Armenia
Ten Distinguished Panelists Present Research Papers

By Florence Avakian

This is the first in a series of three
major articles focusing on the all-day con-
ference which took place at Columbia Uni-
versity on March 11, sponsored by The
Columbia University Armenian Center, and
The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
Armenian Studies Program. It tackled the
crucial topic of “State-Building and
Policy-Making in an Independent Arme-
nia 1991 to 2006”.

Part I — Foreign Policy and
Security Issues

The all-day Columbia University
conference on March 11, entitled “State-
Building and Policy-Making in an Inde-
pendent Armenia 1991 — 2006”, was
opened by Charles King, an associate pro-
fessor in the School of Foreign Service
at Georgetown University in Washington,
D.C. He provided a general overview of
the topics to be presented which included
“Foreign Policy and Security Issues”,
“Domestic and Political Policy”, and “Eco-
nomic Policy”.

Chairman of the first panel, “For-
eign Policy and Security Issues” was Pe-
ter Sinnott, an adjunct assistant profes-
sor of international affairs at Columbia Uni-
versity, and an expert on the Caucasus.
He introduced Richard Giragosian, a
Washington, D.C.-based analyst special-
izing in international relations, and mili-
tary and security issues, and a regular
contributor to Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty publications.

Armenian Security and Foreign
Policy in a Dangerous Region

Addressing the weighty topic of
“Repositioning Armenian Security and
Foreign Policy within a Region at Risk”,
Giragosian focused on three significant
trends. The first, he said, is rooted in the
“dynamic shifts in security in the wake
of 9/11 and the subsequent U.S.-led “glo-
bal war on terrorism’. The U.S. can now
be accurately defined as a Central Asian
military power, and for the first time in
history, is militarily present and engaged
in each country in the South Caucasus.”

Armenia, he said, is “underestimat-
ing” its strategic importance to Russia,
while “overestimating” Russia’s strate-
gic importance to Armenia. Secondly,
Turkey is undergoing deep internal change
that is dominated by its desire to join the
European Union (EU). Atthe same time,
there is a “sharp decline” in not only
Turkey’s military relationship to the U.S.,
but also in its influence in the South
Caucasus and Central Asia. Giragosian
predicted that a rejection of its EU mem-
bership could return Turkey to an “ag-
gressive, eastward vision of pan-Turkic
(or even pan-Islamic) power.”

Thirdly, with both Georgia and
Ukraine are being pulled closer to Europe.
Azerbaijan, in terms of energy and poli-
tics, is moving closer to Central Asia.
Thus, Armenia will become a “prisoner
to the region, and increasingly a hostage
to its over-reliance on Russia. In addi-
tion, the EU has emerged as a “major out-
of-the-region power” in the South
Caucasus, providing it is not in competi-
tion with the United States.”

The second trend, he continued, is
the “militarization” of Armenia which “has
fostered the dominance of ‘militancy over
moderation’ in Armenian politics, result-

Taline Papazian, Dr. Richard Giragosian

ing in the restriction of political dis-
course, and little tolerance for dissent,
or an independent media.” This has hin-
dered Armenian foreign policy and has
tended to “constrain national security
policy by making it hostage to the
Karabagh issue”.

As aresult of the military’s “institu-
tionalization”, the Armenian military, “more
than in most countries, has become a
foundational agent of the state.” Arme-
nian politics, he said, has been “policed
by a narrow, clan-based oligarchic elite
with rigid control” resulting in both pub-
lic policy and national security formulated
by “self-interest over national interest.”

The third trend marks the “widen-
ing divide between the rhetoric and real-
ity of Armenian national power. Armenia’s
position as the dominant military power
in the region is clearly temporary,” he de-
clared. With Armenia’s military might al-
ready in decline, outpaced by that of
Azerbaijan, even the medium-term out-
look for Armenia is “not promising.” Even
more troubling is Armenia’s failure to de-
velop national power, with serious defi-
ciencies in five areas — demographics,
resources, science and technology, glo-
balization and economics, and gover-
nance, he stated.

Armenia “largely afflicted with a dis-
abled democracy,” has resulted in the Ar-
menian citizen becoming a spectator rather
than an actor in representative democ-
racy,” he continued. This *“arbitrary rule
of law” has also “fostered an atmosphere
of corruption, crime and complicity”,
with a tendency for Armenian leaders “to
rule rather than govern.” The widening
disparities in wealth and income foster a
“growing divide” within Armenian soci-
ety, impeding the emergence of a vibrant
middle class.

Giragosian cited that because
Armenia’s trade and transport links in the
region have been disrupted due to the long-
time blockades and embargoes by
Azerbaijan and Turkey, Armenia is now
threatened with isolation from the global-
ized world economy. What is most needed
is a new sense of Armenian nationalism,
with an emphasis on patriotism. “State
graft should be replaced by statecraft,”
he declared.

In conclusion, he stated that the ur-
gent need for Armenia is “to preempt and
prevent isolation. Engagement, both ex-
ternal and internal, is key, but real stabil-
ity and security depends on legitimacy,
and on local economics and politics, not
grand geopolitics.”

Karabagh Conflictand Competing
Perspectives

Arman Grigorian, a visiting instruc-

tor of Government at Wesleyan Univer-

sity in Middletown, CT, concentrated his

Panel participants - left to right-Arman rigorian, Professor Charles King,

presentation on the crisis in the Armenian
government over the Karabagh conflict’s
resolution which President Ter-Petrossian
had endorsed provisionally, and its rejec-
tion by the Karabagh government, then
headed by Robert Kocharian. Though
much has remained the same between the
Ter-Petrossian and Kocharian administra-
tions in foreign and security policies,
“there were important ideological and
practical differences,” Grigorian said.

Ter-Petrossian’s group had argued
that there were no conflicts with Azerbaijan
except for the Karabagh issue which
would have to be settled by mutual com-
promises so that powerful forces would
not become antagonistic to Armenia.
Thus Armenia could develop peacefully
both politically and economically, espe-
cially in relation to oil-rich Azerbaijan.

The Kocharian camp countered these
arguments, saying that Armenia’s eco-
nomic problems were due to corruption
and inefficiency, rather than the blockade
and its military readiness. In addition,
Kocharian said Ter-Petrossian had alien-
ated the diaspora [specifically the Dashnak
Party], and thus lost its resources. He also
noted that Azerbaijan’s oil revenues would
be lost through corruption, and not be con-
verted to military might against Armenia.

With the escalation of the conflict,
relations with both Azerbaijan and Turkey
deteriorated. The Ter-Petrossian goals
failed, and pushed Armenia back into the
“strategic fold” of Russia whose attitude
toward the Karabagh conflict was hostile.
In addition, many people, including those
in Ter-Petrossian’s administration, thought
a compromise was not only impossible,
but also unnecessary. This eventually led
to Ter-Petrossian’s resignation.

The Kocharian presidency has con-
tinued some of his predecessor’s policies,
including normalized relations with Tur-
key, but this goal has not met with suc-
cess. Ter-Petrossian was pessimistic
about Armenia’s development without a
Karabagh settlement, but Armenia has
continued to grow economically even if
its wealth is in the hands of a small elite.
Also, predictions of a serious pressure on
Armenia have proven to be exaggerated,

Grigorian declared.

However, Armenia has been ex-
cluded from important regional projects
“which has weakened its strategic posi-
tion and its bargaining leverage” against
Azerbaijan. Due to its oil wealth that it is
converting to military muscle, Azerbaijan
has seen rapid economic growth. In ad-
dition, Armenia’s “continued and exces-
sive dependence on Russia has made Ar-
menia quite vulnerable to Russian coer-
cion” when the two countries have dis-
agreed. Perhaps most importantly,
Grigorian said in conclusion, “the suc-
cessive failure to find a negotiated settle-
ment have contributed to a significant
radicalization of Azerbaijani politics.”

Armenian Foreign Policy and
Political Elites

A PH.D candidate in Political Sci-
ence at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de
Paris, Taline Papazian centered her talk
on the continuity of foreign policy from
the Ter-Petrossian to the Kocharian presi-
dencies. There has not been much change
between the two leaders when “theory
comes into practice. The reason for such
behavior,” she said, “is lack of choice.
In spite of the hyperbolic rhetoric which
accompanied the opposition against Ter-
Petrossian during the 1997-1998 period,
particularly on the Karabagh issue, nei-
ther a new ideology nor an alternative pro-
gram was implemented.”

From 1988 to 1998, the Karabagh
issue was at the “core of political legiti-
macy.” Therefore the Armenian National
Movement (ANM) had to support the
Karabagh war. “The cause was sacred
and non-negotiable.” Although the
Karabagh conflict has “never dictated for-
eign policy choices, nonetheless it highly
interferes in Armenia’s international rela-
tions,” she related. The nomination of
Robert Kocharian for Prime Minister in
1997 demonstrated the divide in foreign
policy between “westernization” and
“karabakhization.” This crisis was partly
the result of the growing economic, then
political, influence of the power minis-
tries within the Armenian state.

In Armenia, as well as in the rest of
the former USSR, decision-making, has
become the “exclusive domain of the presi-
dent,” with “westernization of the public
aspects of foreign policy, and
karabakhization of its security and defense
issues.

She referred to Ter-Petrossian as
“coldly realistic”, not a “national roman-
tic”. Kocharian, she continued, has ad-
vanced cautiously and smoothly on deli-
cate issues. Nonetheless, the two admin-
istrations have worked “to gather the eco-
nomic and political strength of the diaspora
in order to make it work efficiently” for
Armenia, she noted.
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5th Annual Armenian Genocide Assembly Gathers
1,000 People at Glendale High Auditorium

Students performing during the Armenian Genocide gathering

GLENDALE -- more than 1,000
people, including school board and city
officials, residents and students, packed the
school’s auditorium to attend the 5™ An-
nual Armenian Genocide Assembly at Glen-
dale High School on April 21

“We’ve been seeking justice for over
90 years and demonstrating from Los An-
geles to New York to Chicago to Boston to
Paris to London and in Yerevan” We not
only want recognition of the genocide, we
demand “Mount Ararat” and our homeland

Greg Krikorian, Board of Education
Glendale

back!” Stated Greg Krikorian, Board of Edu-
cation Glendale. “The Turkish government
continues to deny the genocide of 1915
ever happened and spins their lies to the
world.”

“1 couldn’t be more proud of the stu-
dents for taking on this social responsibil-
ity, learning the history and organizing this
event,” school board member Greg
Krikorian said.

Krikorian first encouraged the idea
of a collaborative commemaoration event
among the Armenian clubs from Glendale’s
four high schools five years ago, as a way

to provide something that all students could
attend.

Celine Mackerdichian a senior at Clark
Magnet High School — like many other stu-
dents in the Glendale Unified School Dis-
trict — wants to educate her fellow Arme-
nian and non-Armenian peers on the events
of 1915 to 1918, when 1.5 million Arme-
nians died at the hands of the Ottoman Turks.

Mackerdichian was one of more than
75 students from the Armenian clubs from
all four high schools in the district who have
been planning the event since September and
have helped put on the fifth annual geno-
cide commemoration event at Glendale High
School Friday night.

Like Mackerdichian, Ateena Pirverdian
wants to spread awareness about the Ar-
menian Genocide. “Especially even in Glen-
dale, where there is a large Armenian popu-
lation, it’s important to let people know why
half of the student body is not there [on
Armenian Genocide remembrance day, April
24],” she said.

At Friday’s event, all four of the
district’s high schools put on performances,
including a poetry reading, skit and video.
Several dance groups also performed tradi-
tional Armenian dances, the singer Arax per-
formed and students from R.D. White EI-
ementary School sang traditional Armenian
songs.

“They have done an effort here to re-
activate the memory;, in fact, and to ask for
the stopping of the denial,” said Vatiter
Mandjikian, a La Crescenta resident who
attended the event.

Friday’s event was one way to recog-
nize the historical event that has affected and
continues to affect millions of lives, district
superintendent Michael Escalante said.

“The Armenian Genocide is a tragedy
in history that needs to be recognized,” he
said.

Armenia Deemed Unfit To Join New
UN Human Rights Body

Continued from page 1

for Eastern Europe.

“The Republic of Armenia is
strongly committed to the promotion and
protection of human rights and has
worked constructively and consistently
to this end at the national, regional and
international levels,” the Armenian mis-
sion at the UN headquarters in New York
said in a letter to the General Assembly
president last month.

This assertion is at odds with nega-
tive assessments of Yerevan’s human
rights records that have long been made
by Western governments and non-gov-

ernmental organizations like Human Rights
Watch and Amnesty International. They
have been particularly critical of the Ar-
menian authorities’ failure to tackle wide-
spread police brutality and other violations
of the due process of law.

In a report released last week, UN
Watch, which was founded in 1993 to
monitor UN compliance with the principles
of its Charter, examined each of the 64
countries seeking to join the Human Rights
Council and rejected the candidacies of 28
of them, including Armenia. The blacklist
also includes Azerbaijan, Russia, China,
Cuba, Iran, Iraq and Saudi Arabia.

The UN Watch executive director,

Will Armenian Parliament Speaker Quit
Ruling Coalition?

Continued from page 1

Andranik Markarian’s Republican Party
of Armenia (HHK), told journalists that
the other coalition members do not share
what he termed Baghdasarian’s “private
view,” Noyan Tapan reported. Vahan
Hovannisian of the Armenian Revolution-
ary Federation—Dashnaktsutiun (HHD)
said Baghdasarian should have con-
sulted the National Security Council, of
which he is a member, before publicly
commenting on foreign and security
policy.

Baghdasarian’s unequivocal expres-
sion of support for NATO and EU mem-
bership was not the first issue on which
he has crossed swords with the HHK.
Last month, he voted against the report
submitted by the government to parlia-
ment on the 2001-03 privatization pro-
gram. And in early 2005, he engaged in a
bitter war of words with Prime Minister
Markarian, responding to Markarian’s
criticism of his unilateral decision to cre-
ate additional parliament committees by
accusing the HHK of corruption and mis-
management (see “RFE/RL Newsline,”
February 23 and 28 and March 2, 2005
and “RFE/RL Caucasus Report,” March
11, 2005). Kocharian intervened on that
occasion, downplaying the dispute and
denying that he planned to dismiss
Markarian.

And last December, Baghdasarian
accused unspecified local officials of
stuffing ballot boxes to boost the turn-
out figures in the November 29 referen-
dum on a package of draft constitutional
amendments (see “RFE/RL Newsline,”
December 5, 2005).

Other remarks by Baghdasarian in
his “FAZ” interview may equally have
been directed against Markarian.
Baghdasarian characterized Armenian
politics as a fight between the younger
generation and an older generation that
is unable to break free from a Soviet
mind-set. A directory of Armenian par-
liament deputies published in 1996 gave
Baghdasarian’s date of birth as Decem-
ber 1965, which would make him 40;
the official biography released on his ap-
pointment in June 2003 as parliament
speaker said he was born in December
1968. Markarian is 54; it would not, how-
ever, be entirely fair to brand him as an
archetypal Soviet-era relic, given that he

joined a dissident movement in the 1960s,
for which he was sentenced to two years
in a Soviet prison camp.

Baghdasarian also told the “FAZ”
that he is in favor of “peaceful reforms,”
and that all those who oppose such re-
forms indirectly contribute to revolutions,
which are “not the right way” to bring
about change in the 21st century. He con-
tinued: “We are fighting to ensure reforms
continue, and for that to happen we need
free elections in Armenia.... The people
who still believe that they can falsify elec-
tions must realize that those times in Ar-
menia are past.” He predicted that at-
tempts to falsify the upcoming elections
as blatantly as during previous ones
would lead to “very great changes.”

It is not clear, however, whether
Baghdasarian’s criticisms of the govern-
ment to which his party belongs reflect a
personal dislike of Markarian; whether he
is simply hoping to capitalize on wide-
spread popular dissatisfaction with the
present leadership; or whether his ex-
pressed support for a pro-Western ori-
entation was intended primarily to iden-
tify him in the minds of Western
policymakers as a possible alternative to
Sarkisian in the 2008 presidential ballot.
Nor is it clear why he has risked defy-
ing Kocharian over the issue of NATO
membership at this juncture, with 12
months still to go before the next elec-
tions.

If Baghdasarian makes good on his
threat to pull out of the government, he
risks forfeiting the post of parliament
speaker, together with the influence, op-
portunities, and media visibility it pro-
vides. Moreover, doing so could split his
parliament faction, which currently num-
bers 22 deputies: the opposition daily
“Haykakan zhamanak” noted on April 14
that only seven of those deputies voted
with Baghdasarian to reject the govern-
ment report on privatization.

On May 3, the same paper reported
that the Armenian opposition has ex-
pressed support for Baghdasarian, and it
predicted that Kocharian may retaliate by
pressuring members of the OY parliament
faction to defect. If that hypothesis is
true, Baghdasarian may find himself
forced into overt opposition sooner than
he planned — assuming he really does
intend to break with the present leader-
ship.

Armenian Speaker Facing Collapse of
Parliament Faction

Continued from page 1

official’s  Yerevan’s position.
Baghdasarian, however, effectively stood
by his statements last week, threatening
to pull Orinats Yerkir out of the govern-
ing coalition.

Local observers believe that the

defections were part of retaliatory steps
taken by the Kocharian administration.
“Orinats Yerkir is being told that any
deviation from the official line is inad-
missible,” the *Azg” daily wrote on Sat-
urday. Another paper, “168 Zham,” sug-
gested that Baghdasarian also risks los-
ing the post of parliament speaker.

Hillel Neuer, reaffirmed the Geneva-based
group’s demands for their exclusion from
the new UN body in a separate statement
issued ahead of Tuesday’s General As-
sembly vote. “Some of the most egre-
gious and systematic human rights viola-
tors - including China, Cuba, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, and possibly even Holo-
caust-denying Iran - will win election to
the Council,” he said. “If so, it will be an
ominous sign that the Council is - as
some of us had worried - nothing more
than the same old Commission by another

name.”

Incidentally, Armenia was elected to
the now defunct commission in May 2001
along with several African nations de-
scribed by Human Rights Watch as a
“rogue gallery of human rights abusers.”
By contrast, the United States was con-
troversially voted off the Geneva-based
body at the time.

Armenia was reelected to the com-
mission in 2005 and even briefly served
as its vice chairman until its dissolution in
March.
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MISSION LIQUOR & TOBACCO
Mix & Match Specials

§ Imperia # Absolut § Grey Goose Skyy
| Russian Vodka |y Vodka ) Vodka Vodka
" 519.99 |m= 13.99 ... = $ 20.99 ... $9.99 ...
e = $25'gg 1.78L " $4g'gg .78 $ 1999 1.75L
Pravda I Smirnoff H Cristall laf Belvedere
Vodka ﬁ' Vodka Vodka Vodka
° ¢18.99 $8.99 .. a $10.99 | $21.99
,,,,,,, —_— o $ 14.99 e TS0mI 250mi
§ OraBlue © Moskovskaya Level H Stolichnaya
J Vodka & Vodka i Vodka £ Vodka
+ $15.99 = $5.99 $19.99 |~ $13.99 ...
B i coFrance | ream Promium Vodka Feam —m— $1g.99 1.75L
l Stﬂh{:hnaya = Ketel One B Johnnie Walker | ¥ Johnnie Walker
B it Vodka — Vodka . Black Label = Red Label
:- 44 gg | 17 99 $2Dgg T80 ' $ 1599 750m|
AT e STRIY 1M 54999 . | 528.99 ..
.| Dewar's12Yr| || HennessyCognac Courvoisier VS | f§ ~ Chivas Regal
A Scotch | ?; 2 1 gg Cognac ( 12 Yr Scotch
S 4 750m A
B3 $16.99 |7 wor ﬁ $18.99 [N ° 19.99 ...
- - $30.99 .. - ey $44.99 ..
Don Julio | # Don Julio Sauza Tres @ 1800 Tequila
- Aﬁ&jﬂ TEqUila I."' 1942 TeqUIla : Generaciones .,- ;—‘ $ 1699 o
[)$38.99 U 594.99 | T 32099 | (4899 .
T50m 750mi w Anaje Blan mﬁ:epcnsm e -
& Patron » SauzaGold | W Patriot & LouisXIX0
' Silver Tequila ".5 Tequila Vodka Brandy
1801 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 51104
o s 2 wiatmonten  Opon sboet ity o o
*Wenirmum 12 Bothe AMix & Metch = Thie s aapies om DS000E = %mw %j:is'inlﬂzqglg%arﬂu Prricsa subject 10 changs valhoul rolics = Mo checlo of el casde
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