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Armenia, Azerbaijan AnnounceNo Progressin
Karabakh Talks

BUCHAREST -- Theforeign min-
isters of Azerbaijan and Armenia said
Tuesday that talks between Robert
Kocharian and Ilham Aliev had made no
progress toward a settlement of the dis-
pute over Nagorno-K arabakh, but that they
had instructions to continue negotiations.

Kocharian and Aliev discussed the
long-standing conflict on the sidelines of
aBlack Seasummit in Bucharest, Roma-
nia, on Sunday and Monday. Represen-
tatives of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, whichistry-
ing to broker aresolution of the 18-year-
old conflict, were al'so present.

Armenian Foreign Minister Vartan
Oskaniantold statetelevision that thetalks
had been conducted “in a normal atmo-
sphere, but they did not succeed in reg-
istering progressand giving apositiveim-
pulse to solving the problem of the
Karabakh conflict.” Still, he said that he

and Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Elmar
Mammadyarov had orders to try to find
points on which they could bring the two
countries positions closer.

Mammadyarov said that, in spite of
the lack of a breakthrough, the Aliev-
K ocharian meeting had seen a“widedis-
cussion” of the details of a settlement.
“We decided to continue the process and,
if necessary, to hold another meeting at
the level of foreign ministers,”
Mammadyarov said.

Matthew Bryza, the U.S. Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Statefor European
and Eurasian Affairs, in Baku today said
the United States was hopeful a resolu-
tion to the long-standing conflict could
be reached this year.

He described 2006 as “a very im-
portant year” and said “the political cal-
endar begins to get more complicated in
Armenia.”

U.S. KegpsArmeniaOn Human Trafficking
‘Watch List’

TheUnited States has placed Arme-
nia on its human trafficking “watch list”
for a second consecutive year, citing the
Armenian government'’s failure to take
tough action against prostitution rings and
law-enforcement officials allegedly con-
nected with them.

Initsannua Trafficking in Persons
Report released Monday, the U.S. State
Department said Armeniaremainsa“ ma-
jor source and, to a lesser extent, a tran-
sit and destination country for women and
girls trafficked for sexual exploitation
largely to the United Arab Emirates and
Turkey.”

“While the government increased
implementation of itsanti-trafficking law,
it failed toimpose significant penaltiesfor
convicted traffickers,” reads the report.
“The government failed to vigoroudly in-
vestigate and prosecute ongoing and wide-

spread allegationsof public officials com-
plicity intrafficking.”

Thereport covering theentireworld
is a further blow to the credibility of
Yerevan's assurances that it is doing its
best to tackle the problem. Armenian of-
ficials point to a toughening of punish-
ment against the practice and arisein the
number of relevant criminal cases brought
by law-enforcement bodies.

TheArmenian Prosecutor-General’s
Office estimatesthat criminal groups sent
at least 140 Armenian women abroad,
mainly to the UAE, for sexual exploita-
tion last year. It says it opened 30 traf-
ficking-related casesin the course of 2005,
resulting in 14 prosecutions and 17 con-
victions.

The State Department dismissed

Continued on page?2

Armenian Civic GroupsProtest Racist Killings
In Russa

Y EREVAN -- Several dozen people
staged a rare demonstration outside the
Russian embassy in Yerevan on Monday
to condemn and protest against the con-
tinuing racially motivated killings of Ar-
menians and other dark-skinned residents
of Russia

The protesters, most of them rep-
resentatives of several Armenian civic
groups, accused Moscow of connivance
and even complicity in the xenophobic
violence widely blamed on tens of thou-
sands of neo-Nazi skinheads operating
across Russia. They also denounced the
Armenian government’s reluctance to
bring the Kremlin to task over the kill-
ings.

The protest was sparked by the fa-
tal stabbing of aRussian citizen of Arme-
nian descent by a group of rampaging
youths on a train in a Moscow suburb.
Artur Sardarian, 19, is the sixth ethnic
Armenian reportedly killed in Russiathis

year.

Russian human rights organizations
say atotal of at least 15 people from the
Caucasus, Central Asia and Africa have
lost their livesin racist attacks since Janu-
ary. The death toll for the last year is es-
timated at 28.

Few of the perpetrators of thosekill-
ings have been arrested and brought to
justice, with Russian law-enforcement
agencies and courts notoriously lenient
towards them. A case in point was the
trial in Russia's second largest city of St.
Petersburg of seven teenagers who were
convicted of collectively stabbingto death
a9-year-old Tajik girl but were sentenced
to only between 18 monthsand five years
in prison last February.

In apetition handed to Russian em-
bassy officials, the organizers of the
Yerevan protest suggested that the neo-

Continued on page4

Armenian Men’sChessTeam WinsTurin Olympiad

TURIN/YEREVAN -- Armenia,
bronze medalist of three previous Olym-
piads, won the game’'s most important
team competition, which drew to a close
on Sunday, for the first time in its his-
tory. Its six top grandmasters, led by the
world number three Levon Aronian, were
the only undefeated team among 148 par-
ticipating nations and finished far ahead
of tournament favorite Russia.

The Armenian players and their
coach Arshak Petrosian received ahero’'s
welcome as they arrived at Yerevan's
Zvartnots airport shortly after midnight.
“We've made history,” Petrosian told re-
porters accredited for the wel coming cer-
emony. “Thisis a great achievement for
Armenian chess. We are very happy to

have achieved that result.”

“We were anxious, happy and
cheerful. It was great,” said Gabriel
Sargsian, the youngest member of the
Armenian team. The 19-year-old
grandmaster’s strong performance at
Turin— 8 winsin 13 games — proved
crucial for the overall Armenian vic-
tory.

The Olympic champions then
headed to the city’'s Freedom Square
where more than a thousand people wav-
ing national red-blue-orange flags and
chanting “Armenial Armenial” gathered
to cheer them. The celebration, featuring
speeches by senior officials and perfor-
mances by Armenian pop singers, was
broadcast live on state television.

Orhan Pamuk CallsFor Free Speech In Turkey

Turkish writer Orhan Pamuk made
a plea Thursday for freedom of expres-
sion in Turkey on the mass killings of
Armenians carried out under the Otto-
man Empire, calling on his country to
become “free and more open.”

"Whatever happened to Ottoman

Armenians, we in Turkey should be able
to talk about. It is first a Turkish issue,
an issue of freedom of speech, democ-
racy and liberal society rather than anin-
ternational political issue,” Pamuk said at

Continued on page4

Boxing

Vic Darchinyan Retains| BF Title

LASVEGAS-- Unbeaten IBF fly-
weight champion Vic Darchinyan stopped
previously unbeaten Luis Maldonado in
the eighth round Saturday night.

Elevated from the undercard,
Darchinyan retained his IBF flyweight
championship with an overwhelming
eighth-round technical knockout of Luis
Maldonado on Saturday night at the Tho-
mas & Mack Center.

Darchinyan pummeled Maldonado
with aseriesof left hands, prompting ref-
eree Joe Cortez to stop thefight with 1:38
left in the round.

Darchinyan improved to 26-0 with
his 22nd knockout.

Darchinyan floored Maldonado (33-
1-1) with aleft to the head in the sev-
enth, and opened a cut near the
challenger’s left eye in the fourth
round.

“| started using my left hand more
in the sixth,” Darchinyan said. “I didn’t
want to rush, but | knew | could knock
him out.”

Unbeaten | BF flyweight champion Vic
Darchinyan

Cortez stopped the fight with 1:38
left in the round
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Reflections on the LosAngelesWorld Affairs Council Round Table Luncheon ***

With Turkish Ambassador s Gunduz Aktan and Omer Engin Lutem
By Mark Chenian

Part |l

“Mr. Ambassador, what | just heard
from you reminds me of a Turkish word
‘bazaarlik’, trandated asbargaining inthe
bazaar. Not to repeat myself, al these
overloads of excuses and ever-changing
argumentstantamount to a* bazarlik’, with
the single-minded aim of Turkey to fight
against the label of Genocide to the Ar-
menian experience, where Genocideisde-
fined as ‘... acts committed with intent
to destroy, in whole or in part, a nation,
ethnic, racia or religious group...’, and
settlewith label slike massacresand atroci-
ties with no such implications.”

“All this* bazaarlik’ would not have
been necessary except for the fact that
the UN framed Genocidein International
Law with special determination to punish
the crime with justice and restitution. In
the Holocaust case, the crime was ex-
ecuted in Europe, and therefore punish-
ment and restitution could have been in
funds. In the Armenian Genocide case, it
was perpetrated in occupied Armenian
lands. And therefore the punishment and
therestitution haveto beinfundsand land.
This specter of some form of compensa-
tion including territorial loss is the core
of Turkish denial, hencethe‘bazaarlik’.”

“Mr. Ambassador, there are two
fundamental laws of nature, physics, that
apply. One is the law of gravity and the
other the law of irreversibility. The law
of gravity will pull the Turkish sideto the
truth, truth in history. As was mentioned
earlier, you have come along way. Even-
tualy, you will get to the truth. It is the
law of nature. And in this process, through
the second law of nature, the law of irre-
versihility, you arealready discovering that
history cannot be reversed, or re-writ-
ten.”

“Until very recently the Turkishline
of argument went like, ‘the so called Ar-
menian Genocide belongs to history and
itisfor the historiansto decide.” Well you
personally know very well that on your
own initiative, a forum of neutral lega
scholars examined the Armenian experi-
ence in the Ottoman Empire starting in
1915 and concluded that it was Geno-
cide**. Now you are out on a tour,
through ‘bazarlik’, trying to bargain for
something less than Genocide.”

“The Armenian side understands
why all this ‘bazaarlik’ is for. The 1948
UN convention clearly defines Genocide
as a STATE CRIME. The author of the
term and the inspiration behind the con-
vention, the Jewish legal scholar Raphael
Lemkin, used the Armenian experience
starting in 1915 in Ottoman Turkey to
define the State Crime of Genocide. Mr.
Ambassador, how can one dissociate the
term Genocide from its definition? So
please give up thisexercisein futility. If |
were a consultant to the government of
Turkey, | would advise, for the next fif-
teen years, to redirect all assets and ener-
giestowards meeting the requirementsfor
European membership, that is meeting the
economic standards with a ‘clean date'.
This clean date includes recognition of
theArmenian Genocide.

At this point, the Consul General of
Turkey in Los Angeles, A. Engin Ansay
came in the discussion. He stated that
Turkey’s membership to Europe is not
the standard by which Turkish policy is
conducted. He added that Turkey recog-
nizes her important rolein the region and
the importance of friendly relationship

with her neighbors. He described Arme-
nia as a poor country with her economy,
and how friendly relationship with Tur-
key can improve that situation, implying
that the resolution of the Genocide issue,
meaning the Armenian side dropping the
insistence on the word Genocide, will
open the Turkish doors to Armenia and
help the country’s economy.

“Mr. Consul General, what you just
didwasto “dangle acarrot” to the Arme-
nian sideimplying economic benefits, an-
other ‘bazaarlik’. If Turkey is genuinely
interested in the welfare of Armenia, then
her membershipin Europeisvery helpful
for theregion, including Armenia. Arme-
niaherself is destined to Europe. She can
achieve that through the short route, the
southern shores of the Black Sea that is
through Turkey, or the long route, the
northern shores of the Black Sea. So Ar-
menia has avested interest to see Turkey
join Europe. The economic prerequisites
andthe’ clean date’ mentioned earlier will
accelerate the benefits to the region.”

“As you know, the European con-
cept is based on no internal borders. In
that window of fifteen years on the way
to Europe, while Turkish leadership re-
educate the seventy million plus popula-
tion, the territorial compensation should
be put in the European context. In other
words, with the eventual Armenian mem-
bership into Europe, the new borders be-
tween Armenia and Turkey will become
internal bordersin the European Thesatre.”

Ambassador Lutem stated that tak-
ing the case to | C of Jis the way to
accel erate the resol ution and repeated that
the Armenian side is afraid and avoiding
The Hague.

“Mr. Ambassador, | am not aware
that Turkey has officially taken the Ar-
menian Genocide caseto | C of Jand |
am also unaware that the Armenian side
has not agreed. It is interesting to learn
which official entity ontheArmenian side
was officially contacted by the govern-
ment of Turkey on this issue?’

“You correctly claim that Genocide
isacriminal law concept. | am not alaw-
yer, but | know that discovery phasespre-
cede trials. As | mentioned earlier, Tur-
key reconciling with her own history will
be the most important component of that
discovery phase. Through that discovery
phase | am confident that with the help
of the laws of nature mentioned earlier,
the Turkish sidewill end up with thetruth.
And when Turkey does so, they will find
out that the Armenian side, for the last
ninety-one years have been ‘waiting for
them on the steps of the Court’. And
therefore, by definition, when both par-
ties, on the steps of the court agree on
thetruth, then therewill be nothing left to
argue inside the chambers.”

“Pardld tocrimina judicial system,
where the committed crimeis against so-
ciety/the people and by proxy the gov-
ernment takesthe criminal to court, Geno-
cide is a State Crime against Humanity,
and Humanity asaWhole take the Perpe-
trator State to court. | am not sureif it is
up to the Armenian and Turkish sides to
‘settle the case’ by themselves. Human-
ity as awhole has avested interest in the
application of justice and the punishment
that follows.”

At this point, a Turkish American
stepped in the conversation. He had ear-

lier introduced himself as a naturalized
citizen and lived in the States for about
twenty-fiveyears. He claimed that herep-
resented the Turkish Diaspora, and ob-
jected to any reconciliation between Tur-
key and Armenians. He went on to state
that two and a half million Turks were
killed, and the Turkish Diasporahad asay
at the table and will not accept any deals.
He reminded the table that severa col-
leagues of the Consul General were
gunned down by Armenian terrorists sev-
eral years ago.

“Sir, first, | am observing a typical
Diasporabehavior. Emigrants, when they
leavetheir homeland, freezein their minds
the country the way they left. Sir, what
you just describing is no more the state
of affairs and thinking in Turkey today. |
am sure the Ambassadors do not accept
your twenty-five year old discredited
characterization. Today’s Turkey has
moved forward from where you left the
country.”

“Second, | am not sure where you
got your facts and numbers. This is the
LAWAC. Wherethetwo Ambassadorsare
sitting today, world leaders and history
makers sat before them. That kind of ir-
responsible and unfounded declaration is
not acceptable in the bazaar, let alonein
this distinguished forum.”

“And third, you claimthetwoand a
half million Turkish deaths. Can you
elaboratewhen they died, wherethey died,
how they died, who killed them and how

they werekilled? When you answer these
questions to yourself, you will find out
that, Armenians had nothing to do with
that.”

“Again, you remind me of alesson
that every first year law school student
learns, namely, ‘when the law is on your
side, you argue the law; when the facts
areon your side, you argue the facts; and
when neither the law nor the facts are on
your side you try to create a confusion,
very much like* scrambled eggs'. Sir, no-
body is buying your scrambled eggs.”

Soon after, President Mack thanked
the Excellencies and the participants. The
luncheon was adjourned.

Before departing | had a chance to
have ashort chat with ambassador Aktan.
He asked meif | believed that the Arme-
nian Genocide issue could ever be re-
solved. | replied that asaperson | wasan
optimist and | believed in what | said at
the table, that it will be resolved in the
way | described. He did not believethat it
will ever happen. Inreply, | reminded him
that just a couple of decades ago no one
believed that the Soviet Unionwill bedis-
solved...

Thenext morninginthe LAX Ameri-
can Airlines terminal, on my way to De-
troit through Chicago, | saw in the dis-
tance the ambassadors with their entou-
rage checking in on their way to the next
conference in Chicago. | hoped that they
would be on my flight. Unfortunately they
must have been on a later flight.

(End)

Black SeaAssembly MeetslIn Yerevan

About a hundred parliamentarians
representing 11 nationsalignedin the Black
Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC), in-
cluding Turkey and Azerbaijan, met in
Yerevan on Wednesday to discuss ways
of reinvigorating thelargely moribund or-
ganization.

The main focus of the two-day ses-
sion of the BSEC Parliamentary Assem-
bly ishow to boost energy security across
the vast geographic areaaround the Black
Sea. Redlization of that objectiveis seri-
ously hampered by the unresolved con-
flicts in the South Caucasus and strained
relations between some of the member
states.

The BSEC's Istanbul-based secre-
tary general, L eonidas Chrysanthopoul os,
was aso in Yerevan and met with Presi-
dent Robert Kocharian and other senior
Armenian officials on Tuesday.

The BSEC meeting was an occa-
sion for a rare visit to Armenia by two
Azerbaijani lawmakers. One of them,
Musa Guliev, was born and lived in Ar-
menia until the outbreak of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict in 1988. He used the
occasion to visit his native village in the
former Sisian district in southeastern in
Armenia on Tuesday.

Speaking to reporters the next day,
Guliev said he found the village to have
changed beyond recognition. “I couldn’t
find the graves of my ancestorswho lived
there,” hesaid. “My grandmother, grand-
father, my father’s uncle were buried
there.”

He said he does not know any of its
current residents but was glad to have
found old Armenian acquaintances in a

neighboring village.

“Many AzerbaijaniswereborninAr-
menia,” said the other visiting Azerbaijani
lawmaker, Asaf Hajiev. “Thisonce again
shows that peace must be established in
this region. War won't do our countries
any good.”

Hajiev added that he believes
Azerbaijan will never accept the loss of
Nagorno-Karabakh for the sake of peace.
He also echoed his government’s view
that the unresolved K arabakh conflict will
entail grave economic consequences for
Armenia

“Let'sface, it Azerbaijanisregiond
center of energy resourcesand al big [en-
ergy] projectsbypassArmenia,” Hgjievtold
RFE/RL. “I think that in 20 years from
now the [Armenia] people will ask why.”

Gagik Minasian, asenior Armenian
parliamentarian and member of the BSEC
assembly, indicated that Yerevan is con-
cerned about being left out of the
Azerbaijani oil and gas projects. “If new
divisonlinesaredrawnintheregionwith
gasand oil pipelines, then that’s not afar-
sighted policy as we risk sowing seeds
of evil, the fruits of which will be born
by our children,” he warned.
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SergeBar seghian, Basso, PerformsiInAMAA
Benefit Recital
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Theartistswith Summer Camp Committeemembers:(l tor) Pianist Evan Solomon,

L ouisaJanbazian, Elbiz Baghdikian, Vocalist Ser géBar seghian (Basso), AMAA
ExecutiveDirector Andrew Torigian, Pianist L ucy | shkanian, |da Gueyikian, Marie
Manougian, Rose Torigian, Adrienne Talanian and Janet Avakian (Missing from photo)
CommitteemembersMarieAlberian, RosemarieAshbahian, Elizabeth Aynilian, Lily
Ann Babigian, Ann Chalemian, Helen Eberle, Rosemarie Goulian, Seta Nalbandian,
Carol Goulian Stewart and Marilyn Voskian

The Armenia Summer Camp Com-
mittee of the Armenian Missionary Asso-
ciation of America(AMAA) presented its
annual Spring Benefit Recital featuring the
sensational Basso from Yerevan, Armenia
Sergé Barseghian with renowned collabo-
rator-pianist Evan Solomon, on Sunday
May 7, 2006 at the Armenian Evangelical
Church of New York.

Elbiz Baghdikian, chair of the Sum-
mer Camp Committee warmly welcomed
the capacity audience and invited Mr.
Andrew Torigian, the Executive Director
of the AMAA to greet the audience and
give the Invocation. In his greetings, Mr.
Torigian gave a brief introduction about
AMAA'smissionin 22 countries. Heindi-
cated that each summer the AMAA
reaches out to more than 10,000 children
providing them physical and spiritual
nourishment through the summer camp
programsand Daily Vacation Bible Schools
in Armenia, Karabagh and Georgia, and
that “100% of the proceeds of this event
will support these campsand Daily Vaca
tion Bible Schools.

Sergé Barseghian’s Recital made a
tremendous impression on the capacity
audiencewith hismagnificent Basso voice
and excellent diversity of compositions
chosen for the program.

Having takeninto consideration that
the Recital was taking place in a church,
the Program appropriately began withtwo
religious compositions, “ PanisAngelicus’
by Franck and Xerxesariafrom Handel’'s
opera “Xerxes.” These selections were
followed by Lepordlo’'sariafrom Mozart's
“Don Giovanni: and King Fillipo'sariafrom
Verdi’sopera“Don Carlos,” both of which
displayed Serg€ sbeavtiful large, full, rich
and velvety voice produced with a fluid
and effortless voca technique.

The songs by Massanet and
Schumann were followed by Tanielian’'s
“Qorin” (The Willow Tree) and
Ganachian's*” Yeraz” (Dream), aptly dedi-
cated to the coming celebration of
“Mother’'sDay.” Theartistic nuancesand
soft sweetness of this huge voice, now
tempered to suit the proper volume level
necessary for these expressive songs,

conveyed to the audience the depths of
emotion felt by the artist, resulting in a
rare overwhelming musical experience,
bringing tears to many eyes.

The second half of the Recital
proved to be even more expressive and
exciting, as one selection followed the
other; they were al “highlights.”

With Tchaikovsky’'s Romance “ Not
the Only One Who Knew” and Aleko’s
ariafrom Rachmaninoff’sopera“ Aleko,”
SergéBarseghianwastruly in hiselement.
Through his expressive multi-colored
voice, the powerful tensions of
Rachmaninoff’'s words and music were
interpreted with great mastery.

And then, with equally great ease
and obvious enjoyment, he uplifted the
audience, going from the dark and moody
Russian music to the very entertaining
popular aria, Anatevka's song “If | Were
aRichMan,” from“Fiddler on the Roof.”
It was performed with such superb act-
ing ability and clear, perfect enunciation,
that the jubilant audience broke out in a
burst of resounding long applause. His
artistic versatility again was revealed in
the popular audience favorite songs,
Gershwin's“EmbraceableYou,” “ Catari”
by Cordillo and “ Granada’ by Larato the
immense pleasure of the audience, giving
asoothing balanceto an artistically diffi-
cult and serious program.

The concluding group of Armenian
songs, Komitas' “Mayr Araksi” and
Melikian’s “The Rose,” followed by a
powerful and passionate rendition of
Komitas “Hayastan,” brought the cheer-
ing audience to a rousing standing ova-
tion, placated by three encores

At the end of the Program, Elbiz
Baghdikian thanked the members of the
Summer Camp Committee who worked
so hard for several months to organize
this Concert and the lovely reception that
followed. She specially thanked Pianist
Lucy Ishkanian, who was instrumental
inintroducing the artiststo theAMAA and
at the same time sponsoring the whole
program with her husband, Hagop
Tankian. A truly memorabl e afternoon, one
of the mgjor musical events of the year.
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Elizabeth Agbabian ReceivesEllisldand M edal
Of Honor

The annual event of the celebration
of the awards of the Ellis|sland Medal is
significant news in the Armenian com-
munity of the United States. Among the
close to 100 recipients with various eth-
nic backgrounds the two to six awards
are generally given to persons of Arme-
nian descent. The citation mentions that
“each of the recipientsrepresentsthevery
essence of the American way of life, hav-
ing greatly contributed to our national iden-
tity while preserving the distinct values
and heritage of their ancestors’. Both the
United States House of Representatives
and Senate have officially recognized the
Ellis Island Medal which marks among
this country’s most prestigious awards.
Each year, the names of therecipientsare
listed in the Congressional Record.

This year, there were six recipients
of Armenian descent. Among them Eliza-
beth Agbabian, humanitarian and civic
worker. The award ceremonieswere held
on May 13, 2006, in a tented hall on the
grounds of Ellis Island.

Elizabeth was recognized as a vol-
unteer and humanitarian who had divided
her time during the last 40 years between
serviceto the general American milieuin
Los Angeles and to her Armenian com-
munity. In gratitude to her American
adopted heritage, Elizabeth has served as
volunteer for the Los Angeles Philhar-
monic Orchestra raising funds for Phil-
harmonic Affiliates by chairing the Pen-
sion Fund Concert, and she has served
on the Board of Club 100 of the Music
Center that supported musical education
of youth in public schools. She has aso
been a member of the Board of the Inter-
national Committee for thirty yearschair-
ing various positionsraising fundsfor the
Philharmonic.

Elizabeth’s commitment to thewel -
fare of the Armenian nation was magni-
fied after the devastating earthquake in
Armeniain 1988 when she embarked on
her multiple activities to ameliorate the
suffering and pain of the population. She
became the founding member of the Or-
phan and Child Care program of the Ar-
menian Missionary Association of
Americain the West Coast. This activity
grew to support 3000 children, finding
foster homes and orphanages, providing
food, medicine and clothing as well as

Ellisldand M edal of Honor recipient
Elizabeth Agbabaian

counseling services for emotionally dis-
turbed children. She was also the found-
ing member of the Nurses Training School
at the Erebouni hospital in Armenia. She
remainsactiveinthe Armenian Assembly
having served onitsBoard, and sheworks
onthe Board of the Devel opment Services
of Armenia whose purpose is helping
schoolsinrura centersof Armenia. Since
the American University of Armeniawas
established 15 years ago, as an affiliate of
the University of Californiaand under the
sponsorship of theArmenian General Be-
nevolent Union, she co-chaired all the
major fund raising activities of the Uni-
versity

Elizabeth hasbeen activeinwomen’s
organizations, first as a founding mem-
ber of the Ladies Auxiliary of Haigazian
University in Beirut, then at theMerdinian
Evangedlical School inLosAngeles, aswell
as at the Armenian Women's Intenational
Association (AIWA) whose purposeisto
unite Armenian women worldwideand to
promote their equal role in society. Re-
cently she has joined the Steering com-
mittee of the USC Institute of Armenian
Studies and has served as co-chair of the
fund raising banquets that led to the offi-
cial acceptance of the Ingtitute as an en-
dowed center at USC.

Elizabeth considersagreat honor for
receiving the EllisIsland Medal of Honor.
Sheismarried to Mihran Agbabian (Ellis
Island Medal recipient, 1995).

Proj ect Discovery! AwardsGrant For Publication Of
Jour nal Of Near Eastern Sudiesln Armenia

Project Discovery! awarded a
$5,000 grant to Aram Kosyan, head of
Department of Science, Ministry of Edu-
cation and Science, Republic of Armenia,
and Yervand Grekyan, lecturer, Faculty
of Oriental Studies, Yerevan State Univer-
sity, for the publication in Armenia of a
scientific journal of Near Eastern studies
entitled Ex Oriente Lux.

Scholars in Armenia are conduct-
ing valuable research in the history, cul-
ture, linguistics, archaeology and ethnog-
raphy of theArmenian Plateau. However,
because they document their discoveries
inarticlespublished in ArmeniaintheAr-
menian language, it remainslargely inac-
cessibletotheinternational scientific com-
munity. Similarly, the flow of informa-
tion from the west to Armeniais limited,
leaving Armenian scholars outside the
scientific mainstream.

Ex Oriente Lux will afford an op-

portunity for scientific dialogue and an
exchange of ideas between Armenian and
western scientists. The Journal will bethe
first scientific journal published in Arme-
niato haveaninternational editorial board
and articleswritten in the major European
languages. Inaddition, al articleswill have
summariesin Armenian. The Journal will
bedistributed to major universities, librar-
ies, research institutions, and scholarsin
the West.

The Journal’ sinternational editorial
board comprises co-editors, Aram
Kosyan and Armen Petrosyan; associate
editor, Yervand Grekyan; and Daniel
Schwemer and Andreas Fuchs, (Ger-
many), Peter Beker (Denmark), Andrew
George (United Kingdom), Bernard
Outtier (France), Manana Kvachadze
(Georgia), Raffaele Biscione (Italy),

Continued on page4
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The Armenian Genocide memorial: A Primer

Bostonist, MA

Remember that hubbub alittlewhile
ago about the use of substandard
concreteinthe Big Dig tunnels? That Big
Dig scandal was so five minutes ago. To-
day, it's all about the Rose Kennedy
Greenway - the swath of park that will
eventualy sit atop the crumbling tunnel
and brighten al of our lives. Specifically,
it's about the memorial to the victims of
the Armenian Genocide, which the state
legislature said in 2000 should be built
somewhere (they left it up to the Turn-
pike Authority to choose where, and the
Pike chose the greenway).

Yesterday, Mayor Menino joined the
chorus of public officials opposed to the
memorial on the theory that it's unfair to
have just one memorial to just one mas-
sacred ethnic group, and it would be a
nightmare if every group got a memorial
on the greenway (presumably, all that
granite would hasten the tunnel’s col-
lapse).

If you're like Bostonist, you're
wondering, What's the big deal, exactly?
There's a big Holocaust memoria by
Faneuil Hall, and there hasn’t been much
problem with that, so why all the fuss
now? The answer, it turns out, is that the
Armenian Genocide, like the Holocaust,

hasits naysayers, foremost among whom
isthe government of Turkey. Perhaps be-
cause the Armenian Genocide took place
from 1915 to 1922, its deniers have had
more success than those who would deny
the Holocaust - the matter isahot enough
topic that the Wikipedia page on the event
is closed to comments. Nevertheless, the
consensus among historians seems to be
that the Ottoman Empire realy did kill
as many as amillion Armenians just be-
cause they were Armenians. That
hasn’t stopped a loca teacher, with the
aide of a Turkish-American organization,
from suing the Massachusetts Department
of Education to require the teaching of
the Turkish version of events (i.e., no
massacre, just lots of inadvertent death,
and the Armenians aren’t nice anyway)
alongside the more historically accepted
version.

You might also ask, Why isall this
Armenian wrangling taking place herein
M assachusetts? Well, Watertown has the
third-largest Armenian population in the
United States, and Armenian roots and
political influence in the Commonwealth
are considerable.

Where is Armenia, you ask? Right
there between Turkey, Iran, Azerbaijan,
and Georgia.

U.S. KegpsArmeniaOn Human Trafficking
‘Watch List’

Continued from page 1

these figures, saying that both Armenian
prosecutors and courts remain too lenient
towards traffickers. “During the report-
ing period, only afew convictionsresulted
in actual imprisonment; the remaining of -
fenders received suspended sentences,
corrective labor and fines,” says its re-
port. “Lack of public confidence and al-
legations of official complicity continued
to hurt the credibility of the government’s
anti-trafficking efforts.”

The report specifically mentions
media reports that accused a senior pros-
ecutor of closely collaborating with Ar-
menian prostitution rings active in the
UAE. A seriesof investigative reportsthat
appeared in the Hetg.am online publica-
tionlast year quoted several unnamed Ar-
menian prostitutesin Dubai as saying that
they and their notorious pimp paid the
official, Aristakes Yeremian, thousands of
dollarsin bribes.

Yeremian strongly denied the ale-
gations in an RFE/RL interview in April
2005. He said he met Armenian pimpsin
Dubai in September 2004 only to “ques-
tion” and warn them against continuing
their illegal activities. He was cleared of
any wrongdoing inan officia inquiry con-
ducted by the Prosecutor-Genera’s of-
fice earlier thisyear.

Prosecutor-General ~ Aghvan
Hovsepian ordered the inquiry following
an embarrassing “interim assessment” of
the situation with human trafficking in
Armeniawhich was released by the State

Department on February 1. The document
noted that “a government official, who
has been frequently criticized by victims
and NGOs for trafficking complacency,
remains in his position within the Pros-
ecutor General’s anti-trafficking task
force.”

The authorities largely ignored the
problem of human trafficking until the
State Department included Armenia in
2002 intoits Tier 3 group of nationswhich
Washington believesaredoing littleto pre-
vent illegal cross-border transport of hu-
man beings and can therefore be stripped
of U.S. economic assistance. Armenia
was removed from the blacklist and up-
graded to the Tier 2 category the next
year after what the State Department de-
scribed as “significant efforts’ taken by
its government.

However, the department went on
to downgrade the country to a Tier 2
“watch list” in June 2005, citing the Ar-
menian authorities' “failure to show evi-
denceof increasing effortsto combat traf-
ficking over the past year.” Its latest re-
port draws very similar conclusions.

Furthermore, the 2006 report ex-
presses concern at a “dramatic” increase
in profits reportedly made by the Arme-
nian traffickers over the past year. It also
notes that Armenian law-enforcement
bodiesand courts are often hostiletoward
trafficking victims. “Some victims con-
tinue to receive poor treatment during
court cases, reducing the likelihood of
future victims willing to come forward
totestify against their traffickers,” it says.

Project Discovery! AwardsGrant

Continued from page 1

Natalia Kozlova (Russia), Gregory
Areshian (USA), Hrachik Martirosyan
(Holland), Arsen Bobokhyan, Tork
Dalalyan, Vardan Voskanyan, and Tigran
Mikayelyan (Republic of Armenia).

In addition to facilitating the ex-

change of information between Armenian
and western scholars, Ex Oriente Lux will
represent the achievements of Armenian
scienceto theinternational scientific com-
munity. All those involved with this
project are convinced that it will promote
the rebirth of Armenia's scientific com-
munity on anew, global level.

UAF S138th Airlift Delivers$12 Million Of Aid

ToArmenia

GLENDALE -- The United Armenian Fund’s 138th airlift arrived in Yerevan
on June 3, delivering $12 million of humanitarian assistance.

The UAF itself collected $10.8 million of medicines and medical suppliesfor
this flight, most of which were donated by AmeriCares ($9.9 million); MAP Inter-
national ($481,000); Health PartnersInternational of Canada ($298,000) and Catholic
Medical Mission Board ($150,000).

Other organizations which contributed goods for this airlift were: Pfizer Inc.
($445,000); UMAF from France ($309,000); Armenian Eyecare Project ($74,000);
Armenian International Ophthalmic Association ($50,000); Nork Marash Medical
Center ($44,000); International Academy of Telepathology ($38,000) and Howard

ciation ($20,000);

Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation ($36,000).
Also contributing to this airlift were: Foundation Semra ($28,000); Armenian
American Health Association of WA ($20,000); Armenian American Cultural Asso-

Since its inception in 1989, the UAF has sent $441 million of humanitarian
assistance to Armenia on board 138 airlifts and 1,312 sea containers.

The UAF is the collective effort of the Armenian Assembly of America, the
Armenian Genera Benevolent Union, theArmenian Missionary Association of America,
the Armenian Relief Society, the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, the
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America and the Lincy Foundation.

For more information, contact the UAF office at 1101 North Pacific Avenue,
Suite 301, Glendale, CA 91202 or call (818) 241-8900.

Orhan Pamuk Calls For Free Speech In Turkey

Continued from page 1

a press conference in Moscow.

The Turkish writer — a winner of
numerous international awards for his
writings — was in Moscow to promote
the Russian translation of his book
“Istanbul: Memories and the City”.

"l hope my country be free and
more open, that we can talk about this
issue without having any anxiety. But |
don’t know when,” he said. “There
should be no limitsto freedom of speech”
for writers, Pamuk continued.

Last year, prosecutors charged
Pamuk with“public denigration of the Turk-
ishidentity” for remarks on the massacres
of Armenians made in an interview with a
Swissnewspaper. “Onemillion Armenians
were killed in these lands and nobody but

me dares to talk about it,” Pamuk was
quoted as saying in the interview. The
charges, which could have jailed Pamuk
for up to three years, were later dropped.

Born in 1952 in Istanbul, Pamuk
became famous for works such as “The
White Castle,” “My Name is Red,” and
“Snow.” Hisworks have been translated
into 40 languages.

Armenian Civic Groups Protest Racist Killings In Russia

Continued from page 1

Nazi groups guilty of the attacks are
openly operating “with the sponsorship
of some Russian state structures.”

“There is no way such illegal acts
could have been carried out for so long
and so indiscriminately without the back-
ing of some state structures,” said Avetik
| shkhanian of theArmenian Helsinki Com-
mittee.

The protesters aso marched to the
Armenian Foreign Ministry to condemn
itsfailureto publicly criticizethe Russian
authoritiesfor their failureto stop thevio-
lence. Armenia s ambassador in M oscow
and other diplomatssay they regularly raise
the issue with Russian officials. But the
organizers of the protest insisted that
Yerevan is scared of openly challenging

its ex-Soviet master and closest aly.

“1 am convinced that if the Arme-
nian authoritiestook atougher linethesitu-
ation would not be so grave,” said
Ishkhanian.

“The Armenian authorities are not
doing anything to stop the killings,”
charged another protester, Arsen
Kharatian. “ Their failureto speak out isa
crimein itself.”

Sardarian’sviolent desth cameinthe
wake of an uproar caused by the killing
of another young Armenian. The 17-year-
old Vigen Abramiantswas stabbed to death
on a Moscow subway platform on April
22. The crime, which has still not been
solved, prompted an outburst of anti-Rus-
sianrhetoricin the Armenian mediawhich
dedlt a further blow to the traditionally
strong pro-Russian sentiment in Armenia.
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WAHIB’S MIDDLE EAST RESTAURANT
“Where the East Meets the West”

MEDITERRANEAN - LEBANESE FOOD

BANQUET HALL

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

NAZO,VARTAN,AMIR &
SINGER MUHAMMAD

Ll CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
. TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
-, = FAX 626-281-3641

910 E. MAIN ALHAMBRA, CA

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT INTERNATIONAL & ARABIC SHOW

BELLY DANCING

PHOTO/CONCEPT-J/D-2005 TEL (6260 795-4493
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Jacob Pemirdlian
Art Photography
YOUR ONE STOP INTERNATTONAL ART DEALER &
POWER OF THE CAMERA ~ Running WOLF
1960 East Corson Street Suwite #101

Pasadena, (A 21107-3206 .
c@2006

PHOTIRERAPHY AND THE LAW

ADVERTISING PESTGN SERVICES
IS FPREOTECTEDR

THE UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT

LAWS
WITHOUT THE EXPRESS

WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE AUTHOR
ANY REPRODUCTION OR PUBLICATION OF

ANY SORT OR MEANS BY ANYONE
OR ANY ENTITY IS NOT PERMISSIBLE
BY

LAW TO OBTAIN SUCH

PERMISSION PLEASE CONTACT

PHOTOGRAPHY. BY ACOR DEMIROIAN. 2006
COPYRIGHT. 2008 R PUBLICITY.USAGE (WWLY.©D
PHOTO.CREDIT JACOR DEMIRD JTAN
No paart of this order will be delivered wntll
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PtndGwinn UGgbwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwaquiy:
Proud Past, Exciting Future.

Surrk-YEARS

AGBU

AGBU PASADENA HIGH SCHOOL
Alffiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School
REGISTRATIONS FOR
2006-2007
IN PROGRESS

High School Prep grade (8" grade equivalent)
Ninth grade

Tenth grade

Eleventh grade

First graduating senior class in June, 2008

AGBU High School in Pasadena will provide...

A challenging college preparatory program in a safe, caring and supportive environment
Honors and Advanced Placement classes for accelerated students

Qualified and experienced faculty dedicated to student learning

Instruction in Armenian language, history and culture

Small class sizes and low teacher to student ratio

Professional guidance and counseling

Affordable tuition fees

Call (818) 883-5379, (626) 794-0363, or (818) 883-2428 for immediate assistance

2495 E. Mountain Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91107
(Corner of Altadena and Mountain)

www.agbuphs.org

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSOR
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L 0S ANGETLTES HOTELS & RESORTS
6131 E.Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040 - 323.721.2100  714.879.2100 - commercecasino.com
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