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INSURANCE COVERAGE CAN IIEI.I' TOI.I FINANCIALLY

11. | am a declaration of financial independence,
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141 am your insurance policy. M A R @ N M

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

TEL: 818 Eﬂﬂ 5535 - E fT'IrIl
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G8L eadersUrgeArmenia,Azerbaijan ToCut
K arabakh Deal

ST. PETERS- [
BURG -- The lead-
ers of the Group of |
Eight (G8) wealthi- |
est nations on Mon- |
day threw their =
weight behind inter-
national efforts to
resolvetheNagorno- [==1
Karabakh conflict [§
and urged Armenia
andAzerbaijantocut
a framework peace
deal thisyear.

“Wecdl onAr-
meniaand A zerbaijan to demonstratethe
political will, reach agreement and pre-
pare their publics for peace and not for
war,” they saidin ajoint statement i ssued
at theend of their two-day meetinginthe
Russian city of Saint Petersburg.

The statement, as cited by the Rus-
sian Itar-Tass news agency, said the
Karabakh conflict was on the agenda of
the G8 summit. “We confirmed that the
Group of Eight supports the mediation
efforts of the co-chairs of the OSCE
Minsk Group and stressed the need for
agreeing on the basic principles of a
peaceful settlement of the conflict as
early asin 2006,” it said.

However, theunresolved K arabakh
dispute appears to have been overshad-
owed by other, more pressing interna-
tional issues. Reports from Saint Peters-
burg indicated that the G8 leaders con-
centrated on mounting tensions in the
Middle East, Iran’s nuclear program,
North Korea' s missile tests and global
trade.

Three of the G8 powers— France,
Russia and the United States — have
spearheaded international efforts to end
the Karabakh conflict over the past de-
cade, and are believed to have been very
close to fulfilling their mission at the

ClosingM estingof G8mmit

beginning of thisyear.

The American, French and Rus-
sian mediators stated earlier this month
that further Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
talks will be pointless unless Aliev and
Kocharian display enough commitment
to mutual compromise. The move sug-
gested that both Russiaand the West are
unlikely to step up pressure on the con-
flicting parties.

Speaking in Saint Petersburg on
Sunday, RussianPresident Vladimir Putin
said Moscow will not seek to impose any
solutionson either party. “Wewouldlike
Armeniaand Azerbaijan to find a mutu-
aly acceptable solution,” he said, ac-
cording to the Regnum news agency. “I
can confirm our position: Russiawill not
beimposing a solution neither on Arme-
nia, nor on Azerbaijan. Compromise has
to be reached by the peoples of these
countries.”

The Minsk Group’s U.S. co-chair,
Matthew Bryza, likewisetold RFE/RL on
June 27 that Washington hasnointention
to “force people to agree.” “You can't
have ajust and lasting settlement if it's
juststrongU.S. leverageforcinganagree-
ment,” said Bryza. “The sides have to
decide that they’ve reached an agree-
ment that they truly can embrace.”

Editors, CivicGroupsDecry Increased PressureOn
JournalistsByArmenianAuthorities

YEREVAN -- The editors of
Armenia seight leading newspapersand
leaders of several civic organizations ex-
pressed on Tuesday serious concern at
what they see as growing pressure on
journalists critical of the government.

Inajoint statement, they pointed to
the recent arrest and prosecution on
charges of draft evasion of the editor of
the“Zhamanak Y erevan” newspaper, the
reported beating of a correspondent for
another independent publication and
threateninge-mailsallegedly received by
aprominentinvestigativejournalist. They
linked these cases with unfolding prepa-
rations by Armenia’s main governing
factions for next year's parliamentary
elections.

“All of thisis being done by those
individualsandforcesthat havereasonto
beware criticism and revelation of some
aspects of their activities,” the statement
said without naming anyone. It warned
that failure by the Armenian government

to protect press freedom would have
negative implications for the freedom
and fairness of the 2007 polls.

One of the statement’s signato-
ries, Boris Navasardian of the Y erevan
Press Club, said the government has so
far failed to respond adequately to in-
stances of violence against local report-
ers. “This problem must have prompted
a reaction from all government struc-
tures,” Navasardian told RFE/RL. “Un-
fortunately, we haven't seen such reac-
tion.”

Another signatory, Avetik
Ishkhanian of the Armenian Helsinki
Committee, complained that ordinary
Armenians have also beenindifferent to
attackson theindependent press. “ After
each incident there is hope that the
public will react and become more ac-
tivein defending its rights and freedom
of speech in particular,” he said. “But
public reaction has been rather weak
until now.”

LA TimesEditorial

Armenian Genocide: Speak NoEvil?

The White House's cowardly and secre-
tive refusal to call Turkey’s genocide of
Armenians by its proper name.

July 16, 2006

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU
refer to Turkey’ s 1915-1923 genocide of
Armenians, accurately, as “genocide”’?
In Turkey, you face apossiblethree-year
jail term, eveniif it wasn’t you using the
term but acharacter in your novel. Inthe
United States, you just lose your job as
ambassador to Armenia.

The novelist is Elif Shafak, who
learned last week she will go on trial for
defamation of the Turkish Republic. The
former ambassador is John M. Evans,
who was recalled from Y erevan in May
after referring to the “Armenian geno-
cide” in a speech before a group of
Armenian Americans in February 2005.
As one State Department bigwig told an
Armenian newspaper: “Ambassadors
serve the president, and they are obliged

to follow his policy. President Bush's
policy as regards the mass killings of
Armeniansis precise.”

Precisely what purpose this policy
serves is clear: avoid using the most
truthful word in the English language to
describe an eight-decade-old atrocity for
fear of offendingacrucial NATOadlly. As
Bush'’ s proposed replacement for Evans,
Richard Hoagland, put it last month dur-
ing his confirmation hearing, “Instead of
getting stuck in the past and vocabulary,
| would like to see what we can do to
bring different sides together.”

Vocabulary may not be the
president’ s best subject — Bush himself
has poked fun at his frequent malaprop-
isms — but he's shown he knows the
meaning of the word “genocide.” Cam-
paigning for the White House in 2000,
Bush told Armenian American groups
that “the 20th century was marred by

Continued on page4

departure are simply untrue.

US Sate Department Responds To Inquiries From
Congress Regarding Ambassador Evans
Premature Departure

Washington, DC — In response to aletter spearheaded by Representative
Edward Markey (D-MA), and signed by 59 of his colleagues, expressing
concern that Ambassador John M. Evans was being “
position early for properly characterizing the Armenian Genocide,” the State
Department has revealed that allegations that Turkey played arole in Evans

The State Department letter also confirmed that “Ambassador Evans
recently tendered hisresignation as Ambassador to the Republic of Armenia, but
currently remains in charge of the U.S. Embassy in Y erevan.”

In addition, the letter stated that “the United States has never denied the
tragiceventsof 1915,” explaining that theevents*” should be determined through
heartfelt dialogue, not through diplomatic or political proclamations.”

“The Bush Administration has once again fail ed to answer the question of

required to vacate his

whether or not the early departure of U.S. Ambassador to Armenia John Evans
isrelated to comments he made about the Armenian Genocide,” Representative
Markey said. “Moreover, the Bush Administration is continuing to duck when

given the opportunity to properly recognize the Armenian Genocide.”

L ebanon EvacueesArrivelnArmenia
ArmeniaCondemnsl sradiAttack On L ebanon

BEIRUT/
YEREVAN -- Some
200 Armenian nation-
alsand dozens of other
residents of Lebanon
havebeenevacuatedto
Armeniasincethestart [Fo
of Israel’s devastating |
strikesagainst thewar-
tornnation, officialsin ¢
Y erevan said on Tues-
day.

According to the e ;
ArmenianForeignMin- |

istry, just over a hun- UN PeacekwpersmSouth Lebanonremovmgmutllated
dred of them were air- bodiesof innocent civilianvictimsof | sradli air assault

lifted to Y erevan from

the Syrian city of Aleppo on board an
Armenian passenger jet early in the
morning.

“The Armenian consulate in
Aleppo was directly involved in the
effort, accompanying this group of
people from the Lebanese border to

Aleppo yesterday,” a ministry spokes-
man, Vladimir Karapetian, told RFE/
RL. “Then the group headed to Arme-
nia by air.”

Karapetian said most of these
evacuees are L ebanese citizens, many

Continued on page4
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Opposition L eader sUnvell'Pro-Democr acy
M ovement'

YEREVAN --
Two prominent opposi-
tion leaders have an-
nounced thelaunch of a
broad-based* apolitical”
movement which they
say will strive for the
democratization of "
Armenia spolitical sys- |
tem and try to boost the
civic consciousness of
its population.

Theinitiativewas
unveiled on Tuesday by
Vazgen Manukian, a
veteran oppositionist
who headed the
country’s first post-Communist govern-
ment in 1990-91. Manukian said he and
former ForeignMinister Raffi Hovannisian
hel ped to organizethe* civic movement”
inthehopeof “ returning power topeople.”

A senior member of Hovannisian's
Zharangutyun (Heritage) party, Vartan
Khachatrian, divulged more details on
Wednesday, saying that the movement
waslaunched on Saturday during ameet-
ing in Yerevan of some 200 opposition
activists, civil society representativesand
even representatives of unspecified pro-
government forces. He would not say
whether there were other prominent op-
positionists among the participants.

“Thisisnotan[opposition] aliance
that will aggressively campaign for re-
gime change,” he told RFE/RL. “Its
agenda is much broader.”

Khachatrian said the purpose of the
movement is to “form and reinforce a
civic base” that will allow for the protec-
tion of human and civil rights, judicial
independence, freedom of speech and
other ingredients of democracy. “The
ideais to make courts as independent as
possible by means of public pressure, to

J
Raffi Hovannisianand Vazgen M anukian

acquire media outlets or airtime which
will allow ustotrigger public reaction to
the existing problems,” he said.

Theinitiativeseekstoaddresswide-
spread popular apathy towards politi-
ciansand politicsingenera which Arme-
nianoppositionleaderssay seriously ham-
pers democratic change in Armenia
Manukian has repeatedly stated that the
exi sting mainstream oppositionlack popu-
lar support and must therefore widen its
agenda, largely confined to regime
change, that would attract other public
actors.

According to Khachatrian, the pur-
ported pro-democracy movement will
not be directly involved in next year's
parliamentary elections. Opposition and
especially pro-government forces have
already begun preparationsfor the polls.
Hovannisian, in particular, is reportedly
looking to team up with other libera
opposition groups. Among his potential
allies are Manukian's National Demo-
cratic Union, Aram Sarkisian’'s
Hanrapetutyun (Republic) party as well
as former parliament speaker Artur
Baghdasarian’s Orinats Y erkir.

Turkish Professor Elif Shafak FacingTrial Over
Genocide-Related Book

ISTANBUL -- Elif Shafak, A Uni-
versity of Arizona assistant professor
has been charged in Turkey with “insult-
ing Turkishness” and could face aprison
sentence.

Shafak, who is a Turkish citizen,
said she will stand trial because of the
wordsuttered by fictional Armenianchar-
acters in her novel “The Bastard of
Istanbul” — a book she wrote while she
was living in Tucson. In the book, an
Armenian character refers to “Turkish
butchers.”

Shafak, 35, is on a one-year leave
from her teaching post in the UA’s de-
partment of Near Eastern studies. She
said her book wasreleased in Turkey on
March 8 and aready has sold more than
50,000 copies.

The charges against Shafak were
filedunder thecontroversial Article301 of
theTurkish Criminal Code. TheEuropean
Union has frequently warned Turkey that
its efforts to join the bloc could be ham-
pered by Article 301, which sets out
penaltiesfor insulting the Turkish Repub-
lic,itsofficias, or “ Turkishness,” and has
been used to bring charges against dozens
of journdlists, publishers and scholars.

Notria datehasbeensetyet, Shafak
said. Her case has been reported in the
Turkish media but has not been con-
firmed by prosecutors or court officials.

Elif Shafak

Shafak said her book “questions
two big taboos, one of them a political
taboo —the Armenian Question - and the
other a sexual taboo - incest. So it was
not easy to digest for some people and it
caused alot of stir.”

On asimilar case, a Turkish pros-
ecutor haslaunched an investigationinto
Armenian-Turkishjournalist Hrant Dink
for calling the World War | massacres of
Armenians agenocide.

The probe may or may not lead to
Hrant Dink being prosecuted for insult-
ing “Turkishness,” the Dogan News
Agency reported.

M etsamor Nuclear Plant Briefly Sopped In
‘Safety Precaution’

YEREVAN -- The nuclear power
station at Metsamor was reactivated on
Saturday after aone-day emergency stop-
pagewhich official sattributed to danger-
ous voltage fluctuations on its internal
power supply network.

Itsdirector, Gagik Markosian, told
RFE/RL that theplant’ sautomated saf ety
system cut off supplies of nuclear-gen-
erated energy to the national power grid
and stopped its sole operating reactor on
Friday morning. He said this occurred
moments after the system detected vola-
tility in an incoming transmission line
supplying el ectricity tovariousM etsamor
services.

“We can now say that our normal
work regimehasbeenrestored,” Markosian
said, adding that Metsamor resumed sup-
plies to the national power distribution
network on Saturday afternoon.

Markosian also downplayed the
accident’s implications for the plant’s
safety, saying that it is the first emer-
gency of its kind registered in the last
threeyears. Metsamor’ s Soviet-designed
light-water reactor was most recently
brought to a halt and promptly reacti-

M etsamor nuclear power station

vated in similar circumstances in April
2003. Armenian officials blamed that on
unstable electricity suppliesfrom neigh-
boring Iran which allegedly caused volt-
age fluctuations on a power line con-
nected to Metsamor.

Although Metsamor accounts for
nearly 40 percent of electricity generated
inArmenia, itsbrief stoppagedidnot lead
to nationwide power shortages. Officials
at the Armenian Energy Ministry say
other major power plantsmade up for the
shortfall by boosting their el ectricity sup-
plieslessthan 30 minutesafter M etsamor
was disconnected from the distribution
network.

ment.

Armenia Ratifies Nuclear Test Ban Treaty

Armenia has ratified the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,
bringing to 133 the total number of countries who have endorsed the pact, the
Vienna-based organization that administers the accord said Monday.

Armeniaformally notified the United Nationson July 12 that it had thrown
itsfull support behind the pact, which banstest explosions or any other nuclear
explosions, the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organization said in a state-

In order to take effect, the treaty hasto be signed and ratified by 44 states
- listed in an annex — who participated in a 1996 disarmament conference and
who at the time possessed nuclear power or research reactors. To date, only
34 have done so, the organization said. The holdoutsinclude the United States,
China, India, Pakistan, Israel and North Korea.

OSCE Offices In Yerevan Co-organize Study Tour For
Armenian Group On Fighting Human Trafficking

YEREVAN -- Representatives of
Armenian non-governmental organiza-
tions Hope and Help and Democracy
Today, theMinistry of Labour and Social
Issues and the police participated in a
study tour to Odessa, organized by the
OSCE Officein Y erevan and the OSCE
Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine.

The purpose of the trip was to
exchangeexperiencewithNGOsprovid-
ing assistance to trafficked victims and
state units dealing with combating traf-
fickingin Ukraine.

"In recent years, Ukrainian anti-

trafficking actors have acquired alot of
experience which can be useful for the
Armenian side,” said Blanka Hancilova,
Democratization ProgrammeManager at
the OSCE Officein Y erevan.

"This study tour was a unigque op-
portunity for the representatives of the
two Armenian NGOs and government
representatives to learn about the work
of their Ukrainian colleagues. We hope
that this knowledge will help further
improve the conceptual and practical
approaches of Armenian anti-trafficking
units.”
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The official opening of the Baku-
Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline took
place on July 13, 2006 at the Turkish
Mediterranean port of Ceyhan. The cer-
emony was attended by the presidents of
Turkey, Azerbaijan, and Georgiaaswell
as by dignitaries from over thirty coun-
tries. “BTCisone of thegreatest projects
of the 21 st century,” John Brown, CEO
of British Petroleum —the main operator
of the pipeline - said in hisremarks. The
Ceyhan ceremony was the most expen-
sive such undertaking in the history of
Turkey, at acost of some$4 million. The
pipeline construction was also very ex-
pensive, at of total of $4 billion. A mes-
sage from the US president addressed to
his Turkish counterpart Ahmet Sezer
was read at the ceremony. George W.
BushcalledtheBTC projectimplementa
tion a“historic event”.

Theideato build the BTC pipeline
originated in the 1990s. On September
20, 1994, after three years of negotia-
tions, the “ Contract of the Century” was
signed to exploit Azerbaijan’s Chirag,
Azeri,and Guneshli cilfieldsfor 30years,
at an estimated capacity of 4 billion bar-
rels (511 million tons). Three transport
routes were discussed at theinitial stage
—the Georgian Baku-Supsaroute (Supsa
is a Georgian Black Sea port), the Rus-
sian route to the Black Sea port of
Novorossiysk, and the Turkish route to
the Ceyhan port.

However, the BCT was first of all
apolitical project, and Britishand Ameri-
can companies backed by their govern-
ments hoped to transport the Caspian oil
to Western markets bypassing the terri-
tories of Russiaand Iran. It would have
been possible, meanwhile, to transport
theCaspianoil totheinternational market
through the Baku-Novorossiysk pipe-
line, without buildingtheBTC pipeline. It
is no accident that, as experts note,
politicswill flow along with oil through
theBTC pipeline. Itwould al sohavebeen
possible to transport the oil through the
shortest route — via Armenia — if the
Nagorno Karabakh conflict had been
settled. In that case, the total construc-
tion expenses would have amounted to
$3hillion.

On November 18, 1999, the presi-
dentsof Turkey, Azerbaijan and Georgia
signed in Istanbul a package of agree-
ments related to the pipeline construc-
tion. In October 2000, the companies
involved in the project led by British
Petroleum signed a contract with the
governments of Turkey, Azerbaijan,
and Georgiaon financing the construc-
tion of the pipeline. The construction
began in September of 2002 and was
just recently completed. The length of
the pipelineis 1,767 km (1,096 miles),
with 443 km passing through the terri-
tory of Azerbaijan, 248 km through
Georgia, and 1,076 through the terri-
tory of Turkey.

Even according to the most opti-
mistic calculations, Azerbaijan will be
unable to fill the BTC pipeline on its
own, and it will be necessary to per-
suade Kazakhstan to direct some of its
oil to the BTC pipeline. On June 16,
2006, Kazakhstan officially joined the
BTC project — Nursultan Nazarbayev
and Ilham Aliyev signed an agreement
on cooperation in transporting Kazakh
oil to the West through the BTC pipe-
line via the Caspian Sea and the terri-
tory of Azerbaijan. The agreement pro-
videsfor thecreation of an Aktau-Baku
infrastructure for transporting Kazakh

Armenia’'s Internal Resources And

The Diaspora
Weighed Against TheBaku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline

By Tatul Hakobyan
(HetgOnline)
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The leaders of Turkey, Azerbaijan, Georgia and British Petroleum Chairman
inauguratingthenew oil pipelinein front of amap depictingitsroute.
Careful study of the map shows that Armenia's Meghri region is attached to

Azerbajian.

oil through the Caspian Seain tankers
andpouringitintotheBTC pipeline. At
the initial stage, it is planned to trans-
port 7.5 million tons of Kazakh oil,
eventually increasing the volumeto 25
milliontons. Washington haswel comed
the decision of Kazakhstan to join the
BTC project.

Azerbaijani President IlhamAliyev
has great expectations from the pipe-
line and, evidently, isnot in ahurry to
settle the Karabakh conflict, consider-
ing that the exploitation of the pipeline
will bring billions of oil-dollars,
strengthening Azerbaijan’s economy
and its Army. In other words, it will
force Armenia to its knees, if neces-
sary - with anew war. It isalso evident
that in the coming two decades,
Azerbaijan will be able to get between
$100 and $150 billion dollars from the
oil sales. But the question arises as to
whether the Western companies who
haveinvested billionsof dollarsintothe
Azerbaijani oil sector will allow Aliyev
to embark on such adventurism. Even
if they do, will Azerbaijan be able to
force Armeniato its knees? These are
guestions that may have differing an-
swers and interpretations. One thing is
clear, however—Armeniais being left
out of regional projects, is being iso-
lated economically and politically, and
is becoming an unattractive country.

Especially now, when the Baku-
Thilisi-Ceyhan pipelineisbeing exploited
and Armeniais facing the challenge of
not lagging behind A zerbaijan economi-
cally. What does Armeniahaveto offer
instead, what does it have to set off
against the pipeline? Most likely, inthe
comingyears, theBaku-Thilisi-Erzrum
gas pipeline and the Kars-Akhalkal ak-
Thilisi-Baku railroad bypassing Arme-
nia will be called into existence. This
means that our country is no longer a
factor. Add to this the contradictions
we have with our neighbors (it doesn’t
matter who is to blame). To the west,
Armenia sborder with Turkey isclosed;
to the east, the border with Azerbaijan
is mine-strewn. Although the relations
with the two other neighbors are nor-

mal, the southern neighbor, Iran has
serious problemswith theinternational
community (besides, geo-politically, the
Islamic republic cannot serve asareli-
ablelink with the outsideworld), andto
thenorth, theroadsand the (Abkhazian)
railway linking Armenia to the world
come to an end in the territory of
Georgia.

What does the Armenian govern-
ment think about this? Last Friday |
posed this question to the foreign min-
ister. Vartan Oskanian believes that
Armenia has great resources, and he
mentioned three kinds: internal,
Diasporan, andinternational . By noting
theinternal resources, theforeign min-
ister meant economic and political re-
forms, the democratization processes
in Armenia. “Second, the resource of
theDiaspora. Today weonly utilizeone
or two percent of this resource. Why?
Because there are some problems with
the trust toward the country, the ille-
galities and so on,” Oskanian said. If
the Armenian government succeedsin
using the internal resources and the
resources of the Diaspora correctly
and in the best way, then the third, the
international resource, will mount up.
“In such an event, Armenia will be-
come amore reliable partner and there
will be a greater flow of investments.
Of course, alot has been done over the
past years, but if you link your question

with Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan, with
Azerbaijan’s great opportunities, we
have no other resources than the ones
| havementioned,” theforeign minister
stressed.

However, if theresourcesthefor-
eign minister describes are correctly
utilized, it will only be possible to
achieve some results, since though the
human factor is important, it is not
crucial. There exist deeper causes, as
was noted above — complicated rela-
tions with our neighbors, geographical
location, etc. If among our main re-
sources are economic and political re-
forms, the democratization processes,
why then has Armenia, instead of de-
mocracy, chosen a direct path to
authoritarianism?Why then hasit mort-
gaged Armenia's economy to Russia
and a few local oligarchs under the
guise of the free market? If Armenia
adheres to political reforms, why then
are elections alwaysfalsified, and why
arethefalsifications more obvious and
more horrifying with every new elec-
tion? Therewill be parliamentary elec-
tionsin 2007 and presidential election
in 2008. Do the events taking place in
the political sphere in Armenia—for
instance, the creation of new political
parties with tens of thousands of mem-
bers in the course of a few weeks
dictated from the top of the power
pyramid—attest to the adherence to
democracy?

As for the resources of the
Diaspora, in 1998, when the changein
power took place, the current officials
blamed the former administration,
among other things, for not properly
utilizing the potential of the Diaspora.
More than eight years have passed
since; has the aid from the Diaspora
increased in volumes? Eight and a half
years ago we were told that it was
possible to get $500 million a year
instead of $10 million. What has pre-
vented the current authoritiesfrom get-
ting the promised $500 million, getting
by instead with the same amounts as
before? Not to mention notorious cases
like that of the Nazarian family,
Diasporan philanthropists who were
simply swindled.

And finally, international re-
sources. If in the early 1990s Armenia
aimed to become an “oasis of democ-
racy” in the region and had surpassed
at least three out of its four immediate
neighbors — Azerbaijan, Georgia and
Iran, today when one reads the annual
reportsby variousinternational organi-
zations it becomes clear that the oasis
is disappearing from year to year. To-
day Armenia is even compared with
Azerbaijan, where a sultanate-type re-
gimeisin place.
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Armenian MissionaryAssociation Of America
A M eaningful Graduation Gift

What would you give a child
graduating Kindergarten? Fortunately,
there are many options and we are
blessed with many gifts. However, most
will not last beyond the few days after
graduation, especially when the
recipient is ayoung child.

Steven and Karen Nargizian of
Franklin Lakes, NJ surprised their son
Gregory with ameaningful and unique
gift —achild from Armenia, sponsored
in his name, through the Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA). Thepictureandtheprofileof
the child, beautifully framed, was pre-
sented to Gregory on his graduation
from the Kindergarten of Hovnanian
Armenian School of New Milford, NJ
in June 2006. Gregory’s excitement
was great. He had received a gift of a
long-lasting relationship with abrother
inArmenia.

Wecongratul atelittle Gregory for
hisachievement, and hisparents, Steven
and Karen, for their thoughtful gesture.

You can do the same. You can
help aneedy childin lieu of agift. The

antl

Gregory Nargizian

annual cost to sponsor achildin Arme-
niaisonly $250.00. Thiswill not only
save you the trouble of choosing a gift,
but will also save alife. Please contact
the AMAA at 31 W. Century Road,
Paramus, NJ07652 (Tel. 201.265.2607
—e-mail amaa@amaa.org) and make a
loving commitment. It will be a gift
with real meaning.

Armenian Genocide: Speak NoEvil?

Continued frompagel

wars of unimaginable brutality, mass
murder and genocide” and that * history
records that the Armenians were the
first people of the last century to have
endured these cruelties ... If elected
president, | would ensure that our na-
tion properly recognizesthetragic suf-
fering of the Armenian people.”

It's one of the more blatant of
Bush's broken campaign promises.
Luckily, the Senate is showing signs of
giving this rhetorical appeasement the
rebukeit deserves. Half of the senators
on the Foreign Relations Committee

have demanded that the State Depart-
ment give an official explanation for
Evans' prematurerecall, and somehave
hinted that Hoagland's appointment
could hang in the balance. They should
block the nomination altogether until
the ambassador-to-be daresto utter the
g-word.

And the Bush administration
should have the courage of its lack of
conviction and explain forthrightly —
not just to Armenian Americans but to
all Americanswhobelieveincallingevil
by its proper name — why U.S. policy
is being dictated by Ankara national-
ists.

PASADENA -- Congressman
Adam Schiff (D-CA) isinviting hiscon-
stituents in the 29" Congressional Dis-
trict to participate in a discussion that
will raiseawarenessabout the Genocide
in the Darfur region of Sudan. Con-
gressman Schiff will participate in a
local area gathering of individuals and
the congregations of neighborhood
churches where constituents will work
together to develop ideasaimed at stop-
pingtheatrocitiestaking placein Darfur.

“Putting an end to the Genocide in
Darfurisamora imperative, andl hopemy
congtituentswill comeprovidetherinsight
on we can step up our efforts to hdt the
bloodshed,” Schiff said.

Themestingisopentothepublicand
will take place a the First Presbyterian
Church, 2775 Lincoln Ave. in Altadenaon

Cogressman Adam Schiff I nvitesConstituentsTo
ParticipatelnADiscussion On
TheGenocidelnDarfur

Sunday, July 23rdat 12:30 P.M. For more
informationpleasecal Congressman Schiff
Digtrict Office at 626-304-2727.

L ebanon EvacueesArrivelnArmenia

Continued frompagel

of them of Armenian descent, as well
as other foreigners. Less than half of
themarecitizensof Armenia, headded.

The Foreign Ministry estimates
that there were approximately 1,200
Armenian nationalsresidingin Lebanon
at least before the start of the Israeli
military campaign a week ago. Prime
Minister Andranik Markarian held on
Thursday an emergency meeting with
high-ranking government officials to
discuss ways of organizing their repa-
triation. A government statement
guoted Deputy Foreign Minister
Gegham Gharibjanian as saying at the
meeting that two Armenian diplomats
have already been sent to L ebanon and
Syria to assist in the effort.

The head of the Armenian
government’ scivil aviation department,
Artyom Movsesian, suggested that the
Armavia national airline will have to
carry out additional flights to Aleppo
and Damascus to cope with a “large
number of those willing to arrive in
Armenia.” Markarian agreed, saying
that the government is ready to partly
subsidizetheextraflights, according to
the statement.

“l wouldn’t say there is a wide-
spread desire [to escape to Armenia)] at
the moment,” said Karapetian. “None-
theless, our embassy there does re-
ceive such requests.”

Markarian was also reported to
instruct relevant government agencies
to assist in the evacuation of Lebanese
citizens of Armenian descent that are
willingtotakerefugein Armenia. There
are an estimated 80,000 ethnic Arme-
niansin Lebanon, and most of themlive

in the Christian districts of Beirut that
have not been targeted by Israeli war-
planes so far.

The government in Yerevan an-
nounced on Monday that it is ready to
grant asylum to any Lebanese regard-
less of their ethnic origin. It said the
Armeniandiplomatic missionsin Leba-
non and Syria have been instructed to
issue three-month entry visas and resi-
dency permits without delay and free
of charge.

Armenia Condemns Israeli
Attack On Lebanon

Earlier, Armeniajoined Arab na-
tions and the European Union in con-
demning Israel for its military action
against Lebanon that continued for a
second week, heightening tensions in
the Middle East.

While denouncing the abduction
of two Israeli soldiersand thekilling of
eight others by the Hezbollah militia,
the Armenian Foreign Ministry said
Israel should stopitsair strikes against
civilian targetsin Lebanon.

“ Armeniacondemnsany violence
whether it beabduction or useof force,”
the ministry said in a statement. “We
particularly denounce the use of such
disproportionate force intended solely
tocollectively punishciviliansand dam-
age infrastructure. This kind of reac-
tion by Israel isparticularly difficult to
understand giventhefact that the L eba-
nese government has clearly distanced
itself from the abduction incident.”

“We hope that there will be re-
straint in theregion and also hopethere
will be an immediate ceasefire so that
the issues can be addressed by peace-
ful means,” added the statement.
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S. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church - Pasadena

Free
SA.T. & Gollege Prep Classes
4 \Week Sessions
Beginning July 17, 2006
Free
Computer Classes for Adults

For more information and sign ups, please call the
Church Office: (626) 449-1523
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PGndGwinn UGgbwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwaquiy:
Proud Past, Exciting Future.

Surr-YEARS

AGBU
A NEW ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION

TO MEET THE SCHOLASTIC, DEVELOPMENTAL
AND SOCIAL NEEDS OF OUR YOUTH IN PASADENA, GLENDALE, BURBANK
AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES IN THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

Affiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School, a College Preparatory High School
Serving the Greater Los Angeles Armenian Community for 30 Years.

CLASSES WILL BEGIN ON

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2006

Enrollment open for students in Grades 9, 10 and 11 for the first year.
® First High School Graduating Senior Class in June 2008.

e Offering a challenging college preparatory academic program
in a safe, caring and supportive environment.

e Armenian program to focus on the Armenian identity, culture,
history and rich heritage of the Armenian people.

® Experienced and dedicated faculty committed to student learning.
e Small class sizes and low teacher to student ratio.

e Professional guidance and counseling.

® Financial assistance available for qualified families.

For further information and how to register your child, please call (818) 883-5379 or (626) 794-0363

AGBU High School - Pasadena
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, California 91104
www.agbuphs.org

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSOR
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L 0 S ANGELTES HOTELS & RESORTS

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.- Commerce, CA 90040 - 323.721.2100 + 714.879.2100 - commercecasino.com




