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Turkey Cabinet ApprovesL ebanon Force
Armenian Community ContinuesToEXxpress
|tsOpposition

ANKARA/
BEIRUT -- Turkey’s
cabinet has decided to
send peacekeeping |’
troops to Lebanon and
will seek parliament’s
approval for thedeploy-
ment.

Cemil Cicek, af,
government spokes-
man, said on Monday
that parliamentwill con-
vene to debate the de-
ployment this week or -
next.

Cicek said: “In Riot police officers detain protesters holding a banner

principle, we’'ve de- against Turkey’spossibledeployment of troopstoL ebanon
cided to join the UN duringamilitary parademarkingthe84thanniversary of

peacekeeping mission.

“The issue was debated in detail,
considering our country’ s national inter-
ests. We will call on the parliament to
meet in the shortest time.”

The cabinet’ sdecision comesamid
mounting opposition in Turkey to a de-
ployment. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, Turkey’s
president has come out strongly against
the deployment. On Friday Sezer said it
was not Turkey’s “responsibility to pro-
tect the interests of other countries’.

Several legidatorswithintheruling
Justiceand Devel opment Party havea so
spoken out against a possible deploy-
ment.

But theUnited States, the European
Unionand I srael havebeen pressing Tur-
key, the only Muslim member of Nato
and acountry with closetiesto I srael and
Arab countries, to send peacekeepers.

Turkey ruled Lebanon for about
400 years during the Ottoman Empire
and many Turkish officials are keen for
their country to have asay in an areathat
they regard as Turkey's back yard.

Armenian Community Opposition

Victory Dayinlstanbul

Armenian Community of Lebanon
continuesto oppose participationof Turk-
ish forces in the UN peacekeeping mis-
sion. In a message to the international
mass media Armenian deputies of the
L ebanese parliament, Jean Oghasapian,
Y eghik Jeredjian, Hagop Kasardjian and
Serge Tursarkisian, have praised the ac-
tionsof the L ebanese government and its
head Fouad Siniora underscoring the
latter's ability to defend the state’s ut-
most interests in difficult conditions. In
the meantime, on behalf of the L ebanese
Armeniancommunity thedeputiescalled
onthegovernment nottoinclude Turkish
forces among the international peace-
keeping contingent bound to deploy in
the south.

They emphasized that Lebanonisa
country where different communities
coexist, and everyone has to respect
each community’s feelings. In this re-
gard, the deputies reminded that
Lebanon's Armenian community was
formed due to the Armenian Genocide

Continued on page?2

SilvaK aputikian PassesAway
ArmeniansBid Farewell To Renowned Poetess

YEREVAN --
Thousands of people
gathered near the Op- |
era House in Yerevan |
on Tuesday to attend
the funeral of famous
poetess and outstand-
ing public figure Silva
Kaputikian.

Kaputikian’s
works popular in Ar-
menia and across the
Diaspora had been
translated into differ-

ent languages.

Many of admir-
ers of her poetry,
among them thousands of ordinary
people, DiasporaArmenians, aswell as
politicians, came to bid farewell to the
women on the poetry of which genera-
tions of Armenianswere raised both in
Armenia and abroad.

The funeral was organized by a
government-appointed commissionled
by PrimeMinister Andranik Markarian.

“Itisagreat loss not only for our
literature, but also for the people. An
intellectual who left us precepts about
our fatherland, language, about national
values died,” Markarian said in his
speech at the funeral.

The poetess, who died last Fri-
day, at the age of 87, is known for her
activecivil position bothinthecommu-
nist times when she was in the fore-
front of the Karabakh movement and
also in the post-independence years
when, as her friends and colleagues
say, she was not afraid to raise avoice
of protest against what she considered
to be unjust and unfair.

Following the events of April 13,
2004, when Kocharian regime used
violence against peaceful protestorsin
Baghramian Avenue, Kaputikian re-
turned the Mesrop Mashtots Order she

SilvaK aputikian'sfuneral proccesionleavingtheOpera
House

had been decorated with as a token of
protest.

“When such peopleleaveourlives,
it is aloss for the entire nation. And
today | want to express my condo-
lences to the whole nation,” Culture
Minister Hasmik Poghosian said about
the poetess.

Head of the National Assembly’s
Standing Commission on Science, Edu-
cation and Culture Affairs Hranush
Hakobian said Kaputikianwill stay inthe
memory of Armenians as their national
poetess. “She lived a glorious life and
the state and the nation is saying good-
bye to her in a solemn way,” she said.

HisHolinessCatholicosof All Ar-
menians Karekin Il was also among
those who came to bid farewell to
Kaputikian.

Whenthecoffinwith Kaputikian’s
body was to be placed onto a cata-
falque on Abovian Street, a group of
people volunteered to carry ‘the great
daughter of the nation’ to the cemetery
on their shoulders, and they led the
procession for about two kilometersto
theK omitasPantheonwhereK aputikian
was buried next to great Armenian
composer Aram Khachatrian.

Governor Schwar zenegger AnnouncesSuppor t Of
Bill For Armenian GenocideVictimsAnd Families

SACRAMENTO-- Lawyersseek-
ing to recover millions of dollars in
bank deposits for Armenian genocide
victimsare getting some help thisweek
from state lawmakers.

A class-actionlawsuitfiled against
two German banks seeks the return of
cash, bonds, gold jewelry and other
assets that lawyers believe are owed to
an estimated 2,000 heirs of genocide
victims, including somepossibly living
in the San Joaquin Valley, home of
thousands of Armenian-Americans.

Senate Bill 1524 by Sen. Chuck
Poochigian, R-Fresno, and Sen. Jackie
Speier, D-Hillsborough - both of Arme-
nian decent - would extend the statute
of limitationsfor such claimsuntil 2016.
It passed the Assembly on Monday on
a 77-0 vote and will likely pass the
Senate before the session ends Thurs-
day.

Gov. Schwarzenegger supports

the bill, according to his office.

The lawsuit was filed earlier this
year on behalf of several Armenians
living in Southern California. Lawyers
have argued that the plaintiffs are free
to sue under current law, but attorneys
for the defendants have replied that the
statute of limitations prohibits the ac-
tion, said Vartkes Yeghiayan, a Los
Angeles-area attorney representing the
Armenians.

If the bill were to become law, it
“would certainly fortify our position,”
Y eghiayan said.

Deutsche Bank A.G., one of the
two banks sued, did not return acall for
comment. The other bank sued is
Dresdner Bank A.G.

The hill has already cleared the
Legislature once this year. But it was
tied to another bill that would have

Continued on page4

Oskanian M eetsUSCochairman M atthew Bryza

Armenian Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian held a meeting with OSCE
Minsk Group cochairman from the United States Matthew Bryza on Monday on
the sidelines of the two-day international forum “ Caspian Prospects 2008” in the
Sloveniantown of Bled, Armenian Foreign Ministry spokesman Vladimir Karapetian
told RFE/RL.

Karapetian did not report the details of the meeting. He said that Oskanian
did not meet his Azerbaijani counterpart ElImar Mamedyarov.

Karapetian also said that Oskanian's speech at the forum dealt with the
Armenia-EU relations as part of the New Neighborhood Policy.

M orethan 180 representatives of anumber of countries, including President
of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliev, are attending the forum.

Vladimir Putin OpposesSer zh Sarkisian Presidency

Iravunk” weekly suggests that the latest meeting Vladimir Putin and
Robert Kocharian, in Sochi, did not bypass the issue of the internal political
developments in Armenia, including the issue of Kocharian's successor. The
paper’ s sourcerevealsthat during that discussion Putin undiplomatically stated
to Kocharian: “Russia does not consider Serzh Sarkisian as your successor.”
The paper also cites a source close to the Armenian president’ s administration
according to which this opinion was brought to Sarkisian’s notice and,
according to the paper, “Sarkisian said that he had decided everything for
himself along time ago.”
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EU NeighboursDriftinglntoWar, BrusselsWar ns

By Andrew Rettman

EUOBSERVER / BRUSSELS -
Brussels has voiced alarm at the mount-
ing risk of open warfare in the EU’s
southeast neighbours- Georgia, Armenia
and Azerbaijan - amid European plansto
sign new cooperation pacts and build
new pipelinesin the region.

"Negative trends are coming to-
gether, the combination of which is,
frankly,alarming,” external relationscom-
missioner BenitaFerrero-Waldner said at
anexperts foruminSloveniaon Monday
(28 August), citing a recent upswing in
aggressive rhetoric and arms spending.

“Defencespendingisgoingthrough
the roof,” she stated, adding “thereis a
serious danger of the rhetoric lowering
thethreshold for war” in referenceto the
so-called “frozen conflicts’ of Abkhazia
and South Ossetia in Georgia and
Nagorno-Karabakhin Azerbaijan.

The three regions tore away from
Georgiaand Azerbaijaninthree separate
conflicts in the early 1990s which to-
gether claimed some 35,000 lives and
displaced hundreds of thousands before
the various warring parties ceased fire
after reaching tense impasses.

Local diplomats say potshots are
still exchanged “daily” on the Nagorno-
Karabakh border and “monthly” on the
borders of the Georgian territories, with
one woman shot dead in fighting be-
tween Georgian troops and Abkhazian
separatists in the Kodori Gorge in July.

The International Crisis Group's
(ICG) Europe director, Nicholas Whyte,
shared Ms Ferrero-Waldner’s anaysis,
saying “ That's an extremely reasonable
concern...they are preparing for war.”

He cited potentia Georgian military
aggression in Abkhaziaand potential Azeri
aggressioninNagorno-K arabakhasthemost
likely threats to peace in the short term.

Preparing for war Georgia's mili-
tary budget proportionally increasedfaster
than any other country’ sintheworld last
year, he stated, while Azerbaijan has
boasted that its military budget in 2007
will be the size of the total budget of
Armenia- its main aggressor in the con-
flict over theethnic-Armenian dominated
Nagorno-Karabakh region.

Georgianand Azerbaijani diplomats
in Brussels both say they are committed
to diplomatic conflict resolution under
thevariousmultinational formatsat work

in the region, but Thilisi sees Abkhazia
and South Ossetia as Russian-run mafia
enclaves while Baku makes no secret of
its growing impatience with the status
quo.

"[Displaced] Azerbaijani people
havebeenwaitingfor theliberation of the
occupied territories, to return to their
occupied lands for 15 years,” an Azeri
diplomat told EUobserver. “It’s ridicu-
lous to wait for ever, to stand and do
nothing.”

Russiaisanadded complicatingfac-
tor in the region, with between 2,000 and
3,000 Russian* peacekeeping” troopssta-
tioned in Abkhazia and South Ossetia as
well as significant numbers in Armenia,
with Moscow issuing thousands of Rus-
sian passportsto the Georgian separatists.

If fighting breaks out, the ICG's
Mr Whyte believes both Georgia and
Azerbaijan*“areunderestimating” the se-
verity of the international and Russian
reaction, with Baku al so underestimating
the tactical defensibility of Nagorno-
Karabakh by an inferior force.

EU goalsatrisk MsFerrero-Waldner
isplanningtovisittheregioninOctober to
signpolitical andeconomic* actionplans’
for closer EU integration, with the Geor-
gian and Armenian action plan texts set to
“take note that [these countries] have
expressed their European aspirations’ for
future EU membership.

Thetextsare aso set to give Geor-
gia and Armenia the option to formally
“align themselves’ with “some” future
EU statements on common foreign and
security policy topics.

But the EU commissioner warned
that sepratism could derail theintegration
process, saying on 28 August that “the
most important impediments to the
region’ sdevel opment arethefrozen con-
flicts.”

South Caucasusisstrategically im-
portant to the EU, with Azerbaijani oil
already flowing from Baku via Georgia
and Turkey to Europe through the so-
called BCT pipeline, andwith plansafoot
for mgjor gaspipelinestothe EU fromthe
Caspian Seabasin in the next fiveto ten
years.

Western anadysts agree that the en-
ergy incometosupplier tateAzerbaijanand
trangit state Georgiais helping to buy extra
arms and creating a bullish atmosphere
however. “Qil is not helping to lubricate
conflict resolution,” Mr Whyte said.

GlendaleM an sentenced InArmeniaFor M urder

YEREVAN -- A Glendalemanwho
fled to Armenia in 2005 when he came
under suspicionof strangling hisgirlfriend
was convicted by an Armenian court of
her murder, authorities said Friday.

Artur Khanzadyan, 25, was con-
victed and sentenced to 10 yearsin prison
by an Armenianjudgeinthedeath of Odet
Tsaturyan, of Glendale.

He was arrested in Armenia last
November, about two months after the
body of the23-year-oldwomanwasfound
in the trunk of his car, which was aban-
doned in Azusa

Theverdict wasdelivered Friday by
Judge Mushegh Harutunyan at a court in
Vanadzor, acity about athree-hour drive
from the capital of Yerevan and
Khanzadyan's hometown, Glendale po-
lice spokesman John Balian said.

“Based on the police report and the
evidenceprovided, Khanzadyanwasfound

guilty of murder with the act of jealousy,”
he said Friday, citing a report from two
Glendde police detectives who assisted
prosecutors and attended the trial.

“WEée |l bemonitoringtomakesurehe
does the full 10 years.” Khanzadyan has
about two months to appeal the decision.

GlendaepoliceandU.S. Rep. Adam
Schiff, D-Pasadena, had hoped to try
Khanzadyan in the United States, where
he could have been sentenced to 15 years
to life in prison for murder, compared to
the maximum 12 yearsin Armenia.

But the two nations do not have a
formal extradition treaty, and the request
was denied despite previous cooperation
from authorities.

“Under the circumstances that we
were faced with - as far as the challenge
of bringing him back over here - thiswas
the best we could do to bring him to
justice,” Baliansaid.

Satement By Armenian Political Parties
InLebanon

The Three Armenian Political Partiesin Lebanon I ssue Joint Statement on
Turkish Participation in Peace-K eeping Forces

We, the leaders of the three Armenian political parties, the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation, the Social Democratic Hunchak Party and the Liberal
Democratic Ramgavar Party, deeply appreciate the efforts of the Lebanese
government to set a ceasefire, stop the bloodshed caused by war, establish
peace and stability and restore what has been destroyed in the recent Israeli
attacks on Lebanon.

We also welcome the UN Security Council Resolution 1701 that intends
to increase the number of the peacekeepers in South Lebanon. We, however,
voice the Lebanese Armenian community’s rejection of the idea to include
Turkish troops in the peacekeeping forces because:

a. Participation of Turkish troops in the international forces breaches the
principle of impartiality for international forces and therefore would obstruct
the efforts of establishing peace and stability in Lebanon. No country partici-
pating in the international forces should be an ally of a conflict party. Turkey,
however, has a history of enmity with many countries and nations, and its
history demonstrates the bloody core of its relations with those nations. In
addition, Turkey has a military treaty with Israel which also includes the
cooperation of special services. That treaty threatens the peace process in the
region, and Turkey’s biased foreign policy makes us mistrust Turkey.

b. Turkey continues its occupation of Cyprus, blockade of Armenia and
refuses to recognize the 1915 Armenian Genocide it perpetrated and refuses to
apologize for that crime.

c. Turkey continues to violate human rights and rights of minorities
making itineligible for peacekeeping mission.

d. Thereis no doubt that any country participating in international forces
should be accepted by the Lebanese public: Turkey’s history of violence in
L ebanon does not grant it such acceptance considering that the L ebanese people
inits collective memory still endures the consequences of Turkish crimes and
tyranny.

Taking into account theserealities, we reaffirm our opposition and refusal
of theinclusion of Turkish troopsin the peacekeeping forcesto be deployed in
South Lebanon and demand that the L ebanese government reject the inclusion
of the Turkish troops in these forces in support of the Lebanese Armenian
community, which is an important element of Lebanese society.

In this letter addressed to the L ebanese government, we demand that the
Lebanese government take into consideration the Armenian position in its
agenda, given that theviewsof all communitiesin L ebanon should berespected.

Social Democratic Hnchak Party
Armenian Revolutionary Federation
Liberal Democratic Party

Turkey Cabinet ApprovesL ebanon Force

Continued frompagel

carried out by Turkey in 1915. Actionsof
the Turkish army have left cruel memo-
ries in the Armenian people and that
inspires distrust towards Turkish sol-
diers. In view of this circumstance, the
deputies demand that the government
respectsfeelings of the L ebanese-Arme-
nians and not to include Turkish forces
among the peacekeepers.
AlsoonMonday thethreeArmenian
Political Partiesof Lebanon haveissued a

joint statement stating "the Participation
of Turkishtroopsintheinternational forces
breaches the principle of impartiality for
international forces and therefore would
obstruct the efforts of establishing peace
and stability in Lebanon.”

In conclusion the statement de-
mands that "demand that the Lebanese
government take into consideration the
Armenian position in its agenda, given
that the views of al communities in
L ebanon shouldberespected.” (Readfull
text of the statement on page 2).

UUU h U CUPUMPUMEND

AUV MMUGLORIBEU Y USMOY

Yes, | wish to subscribeto

Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (oneyear) * $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Over seas.

N T = ——
Address; ------------m-m o
City: --------- Sate;--------- Zip Code:------
Country: -------------
Td (- Fax @ -------—-mmommmmoe -




(September 2, 2006

Massis weekly

3)

|srael And Azerbaijan's Furtive
Embrace

By Illya Bourtman
Middle East Quarterly
Summer 2006

The disintegration of the Soviet
Union in 1991 changed the geopoalitical
landscape of the Middle East. Within
weeks, six predominantly Muslim coun-
triesalong the southern rim of the Soviet
Uniongainedindependence. Isragl, along
with Turkey, Iran, and various Arab
states, rushed to establish embassies in
capitals ranging from Ashgabat to
Tashkent. While Jerusalem maintains
good working relationswith these newly
independent states, few could have fore-
seen how lIsrael’s relationship with
Azerbaijanwouldblossom. Thetwocoun-
triesformally establishedrelationsin April
1992, oneyear after Azerbaijan declared
itsindependence. Theideathat acountry
93 percent Muslim would cooperate
closely withlsragli intelligence, andeven
provide Israeli officials adefensive plat-
forminsuchavolatileregion, washardly
considered. Yet, Jerusalem and Baku
have quietly becomestrategic partners—
sharingintelligence, developingtradere-
lations, and together building regiona
aliances. Althoughthelsrael-Azerbaijan
partnership has had important regiona
implications, uncertainty remains how
far Azerbaijani elitesarewillingto pursue
ties.

A Convergence of Interests

Whilethe mutual relationship has
not been a priority for either Israel or
Azerbaijan, both Jerusalem and Baku
have expanded their tiesin response to
therealization that policy coordination
best protects Caspian security and
counters Iranian expansionism. Both
Israel and Azerbaijanfacechallengesto
their legitimacy if not their very exist-
ence. Both share asense of trial by fire
after winning independence only after
aterritorial war with neighbors. While
Israel had to face down five invading
Arabarmiesuponitsindependenceand
remainsin atechnical state of war with
Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq, Azerbaijan
remains embroiled in a decade-long
military conflict with Armeniaover the
mountainous enclave of Nagorno-
Karabakh, Azerbaijani territory occu-
pied by an Armenian army. Indeed,
unproven rumors persist in the Arabic-
language press and pro-Saudi journals
suggesting Israeli arms exports to
Azerbaijan may have even preceded
formal Azerbaijani independence.[1]

Insecurity complexes born of war
and siege cause both Jerusalem and
Baku to see the region through similar
prisms. Both countries grapple with
identity problems: how can Azerbaijan
be “the Azeri state” when close to 20
million Azeris—al most twiceits popu-
lation—Ilive in neighboring Iran? In-
deed, Iranian Supreme Leader ‘Ali
Khamene'i is an ethnic Azeri. Israel,
meanwhile, grapples both to define its
relationship to the Jewish diasporaand
to its own sizable Arab minority.

The lIsraeli government reached
out to Azerbaijan for a number of rea-
sons. Israeli policymakers, like their
Arab and Iranian counterparts, viewed
Azerbaijan and the Caspian littoral as
part of the “Greater Middle East.”[2]
Expanding itsinfluence into an area of
theworld heavily Muslim but not Arab
has long been a strategic Israeli objec-

tive. After all, prior totherevolutionin
1979, Israel had sold weapons to the
Iranian army and considered the shah a
friend. Similarly, sincetheearly 1990s,
Israel has reached out to Turkey. New
alies could also lead to new economic
opportunities, greater energy security,
and, it was hoped, extraU.N. votes.[ 3]
Israel aimed to exploit the region's
energy resources by lobbying for the
development of gas and oil pipelines
that would help its allies and circum-
vent its foes. Finally, Israeli officials
hoped that direct ties would facilitate
theimmigration of Azerbaijan’ s20,000-
strong Jewish community to Israel.[4]

The Azerbaijani government,
meanwhile, found itself cooperating
with Israel both out of respect for the
Jewish state[5] and because of lack of
an alternative. In 1991, Azerbaijan was
economically fragile, politically un-
stable, and militarily weak. Desperate
for outside assistance, Baku turned to
Israel to provide leverage against a
much stronger Iran and a militarily
superior Armenia. Israel promised to
improve Azerbaijan’s weak economy
by developing trade ties.[6] It pur-
chased Azerbaijani oil and gasand sent
medical, technological, and agricultural
experts. Most importantly for
Azerbaijan, Israel’s foreign ministry
vowed to lend its lobby’s weight in
Washington to improve Azeri-Ameri-
canrelations, providing acounterweight
to the influential Armenian lobby. Ac-
cording to Azerbaijan’s first president,
Abulfas Elgibey, “Israel could help
Azerbaijan in [the] Karabakh problem
by convincing the Americans to stop
the Armenians.”[7] Azerbaijani diplo-
mats recognized the need to diversify
their contacts in Washington, espe-
cialy after the U.S. Congress imposed
sanctionson Azerbaijan at the behest of
the Armenian lobby following the war
inNagorno-Karabakh. Azerbaijani mili-
tary officials also believed that Israeli
firms could better equip the ragtag
Azerbaijani army, which needed new
weapons following its defeat in
Nagorno-Karabakh. On severa occa-
sions, Heydar Aliyev, Azerbaijan’s
president between 1993 and 2003, per-
sonally requested military assistance
from Israeli prime ministers.[8]

A Maturing Relationship

With Armenian troops and their
proxies occupying 20 percent of
Azerbaijani territory, the influence of
Moscow and Tehran growing, and |s-
lamist groups gaining strength in the
region, Israel and Azerbaijan built up
their mutual defense capabilities.

Following its loss in Nagorno-
Karabakh, Baku reached out to |Israel
forhelpinrebuildingitsmilitary. Israeli
defensefirmsobliged, selling Azerbaijan
advanced aviation, antitank, artillery,
and anti-infantry weapon systems.[9]
The armstrade has continued. In 2004,
the Azerbaijani and Israeli press both
reported that an undisclosed Israeli
weapons system was being sent to
Turkey where it would be assembled
and then delivered to Azerbaijan.[10]
Whilelsraeli, Turkish, and Azerbaijani
officials denied the report—Israeli
policy prohibits confirmation of such
deals—an Azerbaijani military official
defended the purchase, saying “our
country’sinterest in Israeli weaponsis

natural as this country possesses up-
to-datetypesof weapons, military hard-
ware, and special equipment.”[11] Not
every report is true, however. Seeking
toexploit Islamist and anti-1srael senti-
ment among some segments of the
population, neighboring states on oc-
casionexaggeratethelsrael-Azerbaijan
arms trade.[12]

Weapons sales and shared-threat
perception have smoothed intelligence
and security cooperation. Israeli firms
builtand guard thefencearound Baku’ s
international airport, monitor and help
protect Azerbaijan’ senergy infrastruc-
ture, and even provide security for
Azerbaijan’s president on his foreign
visits.[13] Israeli intelligence opera-
tives help collect human intelligence
about extremist |slamist organizations
in the region and monitor the troop
deployments of Azerbaijan’s neigh-
bors—especially Iran.[14] In a Wash-
ington Institute for Near East Policy
analysis, analysts Soner Cagaptay and
Alexander Murinson alluded to reports
that Israeli intelligence maintains lis-
tening posts along the Azerbaijani bor-
der with Iran.[15]

Both the Israeli and Azerbaijani
governmentsfear the growth of radical
Islam. Following an October 2001
meeting with Israeli ambassador Eitan
Naeh, Azerbaijan’s former president
Heydar Aliyev declared their positions
inthefight against international terror-
ism to be identical.[16] While the ter-
rorist threat to Israel is well known,
Azerbaijan’ sterrorist challengeis also
significant. Azerbaijan is in the cross
hairs of both Sunni and Shi‘ite Islam-
ists. Among the Sunnis, there is the
spillover from the Chechen and
Daghestani conflicts. Since the 1994
signing of the* Genuinelslamfor Broth-
ers” agreement between regional
Wahhabi organizations, andinthewake
of a southern expansion by Wahhabi
movements in the Russian Federation,
Islamist cells have sprung up around
the country.[17] According to Axis
Information and Analysis, a watchdog
of security developmentsin Eurasia, as
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of July 2005, roughly 15,000 Wahhabi
activists were operating in Baku.[18]
Supporters of Chechen militants oper-
ate a lucrative arms trade along
Azerbaijan’ s porous 175-mile (284 ki-
lometer) border with Russia. Groups
like Hizb ut-Tahrir, which seek both
Israel’s annihilation and the replace-
ment of regional nation-states with an
I slamic caliphate, threaten both Jerusa-
lem and Baku. Hizb ut-Tahrir is sus-
pected of having several hundred mem-
bers in Azerbaijan; dozens have been
arrested.[19] Tadeusz Swietochowski,
professor emeritus of history at
Monmouth University and an expert on
Azerbaijan, worriesthat Wahhabi orga-
nizationsmay find abreeding groundin
Azerbaijan. “There is a vast potential
for disaffection among the impover-
ished masses, including the Karabakh
war refugees, to whom the benefits
from oil wealth do not filter down
through the more privileged elites, who
are perceived as corrupt unbeliev-
ers,”[20] he argued. The sheer number
of small terrorist networks setting up
shop around Azerbaijan forced the
Azerbaijan Ministry of National Secu-
rity to respond in August 2005 by
arresting suspects, placing mosques
under direct government control, and
banning extremist religious litera-
ture.[21] Israeli officials, for their part,
worry about the recent spike in vio-
lence by radical |slamists against Jew-
ish communitiesin Azerbaijan.[22]
Iran, the benefactor of numerous
terrorist organizations operating in the
region,[23] has sought to promote its
radical ideology by funding and build-
ing mosques and religious schools in
the region. Thus far, Azerbaijani offi-
cials have responded to this encroach-
ment of their space by outlawing radi-
cal imams and mosques. Indeed, while
reports of Israeli intelligence presence
remain shadowy and imprecise, failure
of Baku and Jerusalem to work to-
gether to counter Iranian ideological
expansionism would be irresponsible.

(Continued next issue - 1)
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SilvaK aputikian
1919-2006

Socia activist, oppositionist and
writer Silva Kaputikian was born in
Y erevantotherefugeefamily of Barunak
Kaputikian who escaped with hisfamily
fromthegenocideinVan. Havinglost her
father four months before her birth,
Kaputikian was raised by her accountant
mother and grandmother. She was nur-
tured by the violent turn of the century
warsand revolution. At thirteen, her first
poem appeared in “ Pioner Kanch” youth
journal, while she was attending
Krupskaya school in Y erevan. She then
went on to study and graduate from the
Yerevan State University’s Humanities
department in 1941 and took upper level
classes at the Gorky Institute of Litera-
ture in Moscow during 1949-50.

A member of the Writers' Union
since 1941 and a Comunist party mem-
ber since 1945, Kaputikian was highly
involved in social and national activism.
She was very vocal during the post-
glasnost’ era, pairing up and appealing to
Russian and foreign humanrights' activ-
ists on behalf of the refugees from
Nagorno Karabakh during the Sumgait
massacresin Azerbejan. A tirelessspokes-
person for Nagorno Karabakh, Zori
Balayan’s comrade in solidarity, and an
impassioned advocate of the oppressed
citizens of her motherland, Kaputikian
symbolizes the Armenian struggle and
the legacy of survival.

The first Russian translation of
Kaputikian's collected poems appeared
in 1947; since then her poetry has been
translated into many other languages.
Some of her famous proseworksinclude
travel essays, written of her visitsto the
Armenian communities in various for-
eign countriesduring and after the Soviet
era. Kaputikianwasan honorary member
of the Yerevan National Academy of
Sciences, and effectively used her liter-
ary name and prestige for raising such
issues as nature conservation, corrup-
tion in the leadership, silencing of the
press, and abuses of human rights in
Armenia. Shedied on August 25th, 2006.

Her son is the celebrated scul ptur
Ara Shiraz, from her former marriage to
poet Hovaness Shiraz.

Poetry Books

Oreri het [With the Days|, 1945

On the Shores of the Ganges, 1947
Im harazatnere [My Intimates], 1953

Srtabats zruits [Candid Conversation],
1955

Bari yert [Bon Voyage], 1957
Mtorumner chanaparhi kesin [Midway
Reflections], 1961

Y ot kayaranner [Seven Stations|, 1966
Im ge [My Page], 1968

Depi khorke leran [Toward the
Mountain’s Depths], 1972

Lilit[Lilith], 1981

Dzmer egalis[Winter IsArriving], 1983

Tagnap [Alarm], unpublished

Essays

Karavannere der kailum en [The Cara
vans Are Still Walking], 1964
Khchankar hogu yev kartezi guinerits[A
Mosaic Made of the Soul and Atlas Col-
org], 1976

Im zhamanake [My Epoch], 1979

Ejer pak gzrotsnerits [Pagesfrom Sealed
Manuscripts], 1997
Imkatsaneashkharhi chanaparhnerin[My
Path AlongtheWorld' sHighways], 2002

Children’s Literature

Pokrik Ara, akanj ara[LittleAra, Listen],
1950

Mer Lalike, sirunike [Our Pretty Lalik],
1955

Tane, bakum, poghotsum [At Home, In
the Yard, In the Street], 1953

Mi tarov el metsatsank [Older By One
More Year], 1958

Menk ognum enk mairikin [We' re Help-
ing Mother], 1961

Tsaghkanots [Flower Garden], 1984
Partez [Garden], 2002

Gover nor Schwar zenegger AnnouncesSupport Of
Bill For Armenian GenocideVictimsAnd Families

Continued frompagel

allowed Mexican-American victims of
a 1930s deportation campaign to seek
damages for being forcibly sent back
to Mexico. The repatriation was some-
timesviolent, asimmigrantsweretaken
across the border on trucks, buses and
trains, accordingtotheMexican Ameri-
can Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, which backed the bill.

Schwarzenegger vetoed theMexi-
can deportation bill last week, arguing
that it would have allowed “private
litigation of potentially thousands of
claims against the state, local govern-
ments and private citizens.”

The governor did not act on the
Armenian bill, allowing lawmakers to
pull it back and remove the hook to the
Mexican bill. Sen. Joe Dunn, D-Santa

Ana, who led the effort to link the two
bills, criticized Republicans for sup-
porting the Armenian bill but rejecting
the Mexican bill.

“l have been consistently con-
cerned about the hypocrisy that has
shown up on the Senate floor from my
Republican colleagues on these two
bills,” said Dunn, who supports the
Armenian bill. “The unfortunate con-
tinuinginjustice hereisthat the handful
of surviving victims of the illegal de-
portation of the 1930s still do not have
an opportunity for their day in court.”

Poochigian said the bills never
should have been linked because “ they
are completely different issues.” The
Armenian bill, he said, deals with
breaches of contract by private enti-
ties, rather than claims against the state
of California.

Yervant Kupéian KnightsOf Vartan

Bakradouny LodgeMan Of TheYear

Back Row: Past Commander (PC) AraMartaian-Committee member, PC Andy
Torigian-CommitteePresenter, HasmigK upelian-wife, PC Y er vant Kupelian-Hon-
oree,PCMarioY azedjian-CommitteeM ember

Front Row: Nyree-daughter, Ner ses-son, Ar shalous-mother

TheKnightsof Vartan Bakradouny
Lodge#38, at their last meeting, sel ected
Past Commander Y ervant Kupelianto be
the 2006 Man of the Year.

Y ervant Kupelian wasborn July 8,
1952 in Aleppo, Syria. Heisthethird of
four childrenborntoNersesand Arshalous
Kupelian. Hereceived hisearly education
inaloca Armenian school. In 1963, the
family moved to Kuwait, ayear later, in
1964, he was sent to Beirut, Lebanon to
attend the seminary of the Great House of
Ciliciain Antelias, to study for the priest-
hood of the Armenian Church. After one
hereturned to Kuwait, where he attended
the loca Armenian school, which had
just been established, becomingoneof its
first graduates.

In 1968, he came to the United
States to join his sister in Arlington,
Massachusetts. After a few months,
they both moved to Bronx, New Y ork.
By theend of that year they werereunited
with therest of thefamily, who followed
him, and together they movedto Tenafly,
New Jersey, where he attended public
highschool, graduatingin1972. Hewent
into the family auto body business, by
1977 he changed course and established
Kupelian Foods, which he owns and
operates until today.

KupdianmarriedHasmig Sanossian,
together they have three children Taar
and twins, Nerses and Nyree.

Theseminary aswell ashismother's
Armenian and religious upbringing, led
himtojointheA.C.Y.O.A. a St. Thomas
in Tenafly and serveat the Altar as Tebir.
He aso lovesthe arts, which he pursued
in the local Armenian community by
joiningtheA.G.B.U. Antranig DanceEn-
semble, for ten years, under the direction
of choreographer Sarkis Paskalian. He
sang in the Hamazakayeen choral group
under the direction of maestro Krikor
Pidedjian. He also acted in the N.Y.
Hamazakayeen Theatre Group, under the
direction of Dr. Hrant Markarian, and
with that group he went to Armenia to
partake in an International Armenian
Theatre Festival and performed on the
famous Sentoukian Theatre stage.

HejoinedtheK. of V. Brotherhood
in 1984. After serving in the tivan in
various capacities he became a Sharabed
for two yearsin 2003 and 2004. He has
beenadelegatetothe Grand Convocation
severa timesaswell astotheMid Atlan-
tic Inter Lodge Conference. Heis very
activeintheApril 24 TimesSquare Com-
memoration Committee, and attends
meetingsregularly.

The effort to recover bank de-
posits comes on the heel s of a success-
ful driveto securemillionsof dollarsin
unpaid insurance claims owed to geno-
cidevictims. New York Life Insurance
Co. and heirs of about 2,400 policy
holders agreed on a $20 million settle-
ment in 2004, followed by a$17 million
settlement between French life insur-
ance company AXA and about 5,000
people and charities, according to pub-
lished reports.

The deals were made possible as
aresult of Poochigian-authored legisla-
tion that extended the statute of limita-
tions for insurance claims until 2010.
The current bill allows genocide vic-
tims or heirs living in the state to go
beyondinsurance policiesand seek bank
deposit claims until 2016.

“It rights a terrible wrong dating
back to the beginning of the last cen-

tury,” Speier said.

There are no firm estimates on
how much money and assets could be
recovered, but “all indications are it’s
enormous,” said lead attorney Mark
Geragosinaphoneinterview last week.

Geragos has emotional tiesto the
case. His grandparents fled the geno-
cide and settled in Fresno, where they
ran a grocery store on Belmont Street,
he said.

The famed Los Angeles attorney
has handled a number of high-profile
casesand hisclient list hasincluded the
likesof Michael Jackson, Scott Petersen
and, most recently, thetrainer for Barry
Bonds.

But the Armenian case, Geragos
said, hasthe “ greatest personal signifi-
cance of any of the cases |'ve ever
been associated with.”

(Fresno Bee)

Massis Weekly on the Internet
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dUBululL RUMESNMTUULY CuRUuNh® UbNh@ehhy I ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION

CPLU

PGndGunp UGgbwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwaquwy:
Proud Past, Exciting Future.

SUrr-YEARS

AGBU

A NEW ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION

III ITS SEGOND
CENTURY.

A Centennial Symposium.
"Tribute to the Past - Pathways to the Future"

Presented by:
TO MEET THE SCHOLASTIC, DEVELOPMENTAL AGBU SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT COMMITTEE

In {:}.rapr:'r:!.r:'mf with
AND SOCIAL NEEDS OF OUR YOUTH IN PASADENA, USC INSTITUTE OF ARMENIAN STUDIES

GLENDA LE, BURBANK AND SURROUNDING Part .ryr AT (:f.rfffgr F{f..lr.ﬂﬂ'ﬂ, Arts € Sciences

COMMUNITIES IN THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY SATURDAY; OCTOBER 28, 2006

Affiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School,
9:30 anM — 3:30 rM

a College Preparatory High School Serving . . . L S .
University of Southern California, Town and Gown

the Greater Los Fkrllgeles Armenian Figueroa and Exposition - Gate 3 Entrance
Community for 30 Years. Los J'\ug::lcs, CA

Overview of Global Activities of AGBU
with a focus on United States and Armenia

OPEN HOUSE AND ORIENTATION The Seminar will Address:

AUGUST 30 & SEPTEMBER 6, at 7:30pPm * Organizational Structure
. * Cultural and Educational Activities
New students and their parents are welcome. « Sports, Youth, and Young Professionals Programs

* New Challenges and Opportunities
* Constituency Development

* Enrollment open for students in Grades 9, 10 and 11 .
P:tpt'r Prvsvnr:mnnﬁ I‘}}’:

for the first year DR. H. RICHARD DEKMEJIAN
(USC)
DR. MATTHEW JENDIAN
(CSUT Fremao)
DR. MIHRAN AGBABIAN
(President Emeritus, American University of Armenia)

DR. HARUTYUN ALEKSANYAN

(Armenian State Pedagogical University, Yerevan)

* First High School Graduating Senior Class in June 2008,

» (Offering a challenging college preparatory academic
program in a safe, caring and supportive environment.

* Armenian program to focus on the Armenian identity,

culture, history and rich heritage of the Armenian people. REV. FR K'I'RIJ DE\'FEJIAN
, : . : - . (Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin)
» Financial assistance available for qualified families. DR ANI YAZEDJIAN

(Texas State University)
DR. ANI MOUGHAMIAN
CLASSES WILL BEGIN ON (LA Unified School District)
PAMELA ABBAMONTIAN
T U ES DAY, S EPT E M B E R 1 2 y 2 00 6 (PhD Candidate, UCLA)
Special Guest Speaker:
HON. PAUL R. IGNATIUS
Former

Secretary of the Navy - Under Secretary of the Army - Assistant Secretary of Defense

For further information and how to register your child,
please call (626) 794-0363 or (818) 883-5379

(::}mphmcntar}r I.'JFL'TII{F.INI.'.. ]'I.J.I'.I.C]'.I :lI!‘.Id .‘iIl;‘tCl{.‘; WI]] I'H.' SL‘H"{_"'.].

AGBU High School - Pasadena Attendance is by reservation only — Seating is limited
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, California 91104 Please RSVP ar: AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
www.agbuphs.org (626) 794-7942 or seminar@agbuca.org

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

Bank of Orange County is a full service bank prepared to

meet the needs of both small and large businesses. Contact:
Gus Ghusayni

; = _ Gusghu
L-‘ (f?'-_‘--_,) BANK of ORANGE COUNTY  5mmercial Real Estate Senior Vice President
aﬁmmf/@ CROWNE PLAZA (m Term Loans and Lines 41{‘3::"1":1:: r;:“;’;‘é;
HOTELS & RESQORTS [ —— FreeBusinessChecking *
6131 E.Telegraph Rd.« Commerce, CA 90 mu ]_Emn 714.879.2100 * commercecasing.com Yo High ate Money Meskes bankuforantg?;:;g:g.zc?;;
A [einiem of Placer Merma Bam .
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UbLhplw - LEwGpt 4-0
Stithnpphro Lnpnilbw - NHwp Uwpwynuw 3-2
NwuhGy UwbGpwbwtp - Upitiphpo Uwwnphwn 0-1

Unwowwnwn funtdptipnt nwuwinpntdp

UGiLhpw 1 1 0 0 4-0 3
Utipwdk 1 1 0 0 2-0 3
Stithnpphro £npnibw 1 1 0 0 3-2 3
YhdGbwuphp @Qwpwynbw 1 1 0 0 1-0 3
Upltiphpo Uwwnphun 1 1 0 0 1-0 3
MuwpubinGw 1 1 0 0 3-2 3
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REALTOR®

# Prudential
California Realty
9878 Hibert Street

San Diego, CA 92131
Bus 858 653-6400 Fax 858 653-6440
Cell 619 846-7738 jessicad@prusd.com

& Anindependently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN
License #0828270

1807 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Suite 202
Clendale, CA 91201

Tel.: 818/502-3233
Fax: 818/502-3244
Pgr.: 818/608-9898
info@excelhye.com
www.excelhye.com

{x<<L

HYE INSURANCE SERVICES

AUTO ® HOME ¢ LIFE « HEALTH ¢ DISABILITY « COMMERCIAL

«UsM CU3rsLhL» OrKLGrah
C61hLUuyu3hu hueunkHatU.L KU.MrSe

OGupnilwlniwé kg 14-EG

[ G qprlom L

pdmspppt L9 by ne wgiugbu
pililbl zlw!il.'

pfmits Lp, bpp gwiilpups  5ks
Ubp Spwlpnng bpgbpne, awlpo g b p
5 wn b o p fundd pfuits bpahip fun
fpuadf iy S frougis brpitinfubip: U, ooy frufs
bpabpbt bt U pugh | Gy puiin b=
up dbp qpoc(dbwl LU [Fp Sudigfi-
uwgry «lfbp 4"'4[1H'['£>>E U‘bupnui
Punfpunbuwiigh  «Skp Yhgn P
« I]ﬁ[ﬁl[lnu»il Eo I1L[1[122Ib[1,’

Ubpughy Cmypustig bty pusgu-
nfily mpduifi pulipnf odinniwmé wird-
ZILULHFHL[J[ILZI leiJ t[1.‘

Uli, g gfsti=ghisgusfr fuslyusts
dks  qnpdfy Lp, dpnfdnplgniy

LwlFl.uilll,buliI SES 4[1Lugnll LYEfJ
drfubpnci;

(Ugrnking, ungls spulpuugémf hp
Ugronghts QuapfPophls Afioghe. fFuu-
$hin LUILEZIZ"L[J[ILZI nl_il[1 «Ifbp zw!-
pbbﬁ@))ﬂf

18150 1848 = Y bipumsncing

1848L1s 1849 - Gioseppe Garibaldi-
al_umpﬁn! 74‘1}':

sl GpObe muighigpfs fprd:

1859 - l]wpmﬁilﬁn! 73 aLllL"[1-
wpusprnfiry:

1860 - Garibaldi, fp jbquifin-

ki Uphpypougbts Sprupu: Sfufukls,
huifusprt Camillo Benso di Cavour, fips
Ltwfts Garibaldi, iy qpuwSubiph ne
[JLULI_LULHF[IZI:
[lup hp gusgmpuipnefi: = @ uigu-
Ln[n.ulll.uil wyu ”Lu:.n!bl.uil (Sa Voy)
gwb‘ 411 « 4"'4"5 ﬂ'wq_wl_np » m[1u1:ln-
ufii, np dfiushe opu Savoy ghpguu=-
LHI.UZIE l[E ull.u44' zllu!il:

LLLI[FLULII,[;UIZI q.[uuér £ bpbp
Luilnl_ililbpnl{' l][u?tnil U'Luil[lq&l.uil,
Ynidu pdSuwtincky b U puigky hud U,
LLulFLUZIIIJ;LUZI,’
yupdliyrf m shnfFrplhmf fuffuilibgf

quplhwnndt §6& Swygpbinuulpp®
Ubpwmyby Vo jputinbul,
ndpufumupp 1862-65 umupfrish i,
npwku pugu pulpls guliguisgupinf,
[hncuwlpuls prainnf nc wpunpufupf
SE9  Sbwynd, hnpulighbnd  fp
wngnu jdficlp, wgun wpdwlnck ik
wiiid frQunybu binp, 1866 Unipin 13411,

36 unupblps Sunmulfiis hp fpk pp
171.u4l[1uiuu5nl_il:

(GupniGulbh D




Guru@, UEMSEUREN 2, 2006-E2 20

ot U6MNMRYT UGULLUNREU.BH Y UbNhEhhY NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCATION
4U.8T GMhSU.UL.MULULY UPNREPRY GAIDZ YOUTH ORGANIZATION
U8 Uu.ruuvuvura2ssiv UphPbho & ARMENIAN ATHLETHIC ASSOCIATION

UNhSLL U2US - FREE ADMISSION

festival

Armenlcm Independance Day
sunday September 24,2006 IR

Verdugo Park, Glendale

2U.80.USU.VP ULVul.PNRPBLY OMNRU.B

¢ U.+0U.S0v - 2006

+61.0.rMNrGUSUL.LUY AN BU.8SU.%h

GMG
au.r
U.rNhEUSH

SNhSU.HPNhPhRhY
+hI"+GI'lI 4 U.A Ul
O ol bl o) B L 8 '_[ U _LLJ'
vUI'shh UNMNSU.GU.I'E
UUULTULU 32U D’ GI*




