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ThirdArmenia-DiasporaConferenceHeld
InYerevan

Thethree-day interna-
tional Armenia-Diasporacon-
ference that discussed ways
of bolstering Armenia’slinks
withitsworldwideDiaspora

ARMENIA-DIAS . _
CONFERENCE 11

drew to aclose on Wednes-
day. Asin the prvious two conferencesh
lack of concrete decisions made during
the forum attended by over a thousand
ethnic Armeniansfrom around theworld
was evident.

The Armenian government had
hoped to use the conference for drum-
ming up Diaspora assistance to its
stated efforts to alleviate the “huge”
development gap between Y erevan and
the rest of the country. But no dona-
tion pledges or other relevant deci-
sions were announced by its organiz-
ers. They said the issue will be dis-
cussed in greater detail by smaller
groups of participants.

Some delegates cautiously urged
the Armenian authoritiesto tackleram-
pant corruption and serious problems
with the rule of law which are believed
to hamper greater Diaspora aid to Ar-

menia. “If you don’t give us that, do
not expect more from us,” said Bedros
Terzian, a French-Armenian activist.
“Wewill remain stuck in this situation
evenif wemultiply our effortsby tenor
one hundred.”

ForeignMinister Vartan Oskanian,
who presided over the conference, ad-
mitted that the lack of trust in the
Armenian government’s integrity is a
major obstacle to its fund-raising ef-
forts. “The higher the trust in the au-
thorities, the people who get money to
spendinonthepeopleis, thelarger that
sum will be,” he said.

Some Diaspora participants also
called for the creation of an Armenian
government agency tasked with coor-
dinating relations with Armenian com-
munities abroad. But the idea was re-
jected by the ruling regime.

Armenians and non-Armenians.

display.

8th Annual Armenian Festival Dedicated To 15th
Anniversary Of ThelndependenceOf Armenia

The 8" Annual Armenian Independence Day Festival, Organized by Nor
Serount Cultural Association, Gaidz Y outh Organizationand Armenian Athletic
Association, will take place, as in the past years, at the Verdugo Park in
Glendale on Sunday, September 24, 2006 11:00am to 7:00p.m.

Thisyear’sfestivities have special significance since they coincide with
the 15" Anniversary of the independence of Armenia.

As in previous years, we expect a large number of our community
members to come together and celebrate the Independence Day and the
cultural diversity of the city. It will be afun filled day for all, young and old,

During the daylong festivities there will be performances by famous
Armenian singers and dance groups, children will enjoy fun games and older
people will be able to participate in backgammon competitions.

Walking through the booths community members will find crafts made
by Armenian artisans and enjoy the works of artists whose art will be on

Admission to the event is FREE!!!

is the text of the letter:

September 21, 2006
Armenian Independence Day

Governor Schwar zenegger Commemor atesThe
15th Anniver sary Of Armenian I ndependence

The Governor of California Arnold Scharzenegger has issued a message
on the occasion of the 15 ™ Anniversary of Armenian |ndependence. Following

| am pleased to extend my warmest greetingsto all those commemorating
the fifteenth anniversary of Armenian Independence.
It is always a special occasion when a people gather to rejoice in their

heritage, and | am privilegedtojoinwiththe Armenian-American community on
thisday of celebration. Y ou enrich our nation - and especially our state - through
your hard work, spirit of service and wonderful blend of cultural traditions.
Thank you for your contributions to California’'s unique and evergrowing
diversity.

In honoring our own ancestries, we not only come to a better understand-
ing of ourselves, but we also gain a greater appreciation for the breadth of
cultures and customs that make up our Golden State.

On behalf of all Californians, please accept my best wishes for a
meaningful celebration and every future success.

Sincerely,

Arnold Schwarzenegger

ary Federation Bureau.

flict and other issues.

member Albert Ajemian.

M eeting Between SDHP Central Committee
AndARF Bureau

On September 16 a meeting was held in Yerevan between the Social
Democrat Hunchakian Party Central Committeeand the Armenian Revolution-

During the meeting the participants discussed issues of by-partisan
cooperation, Armenia-Diaspora Conference, Armenian Cause, Karabakh con-

The Hunchakian delegation was represented by its chairman Setrak
Adjemian, Central Committee member Hrant Amirian and Dr. M atzag Pol adian.
The ARF Bureau was represented by its chairman Hrant Markarian
Armenian National Assembly Vice-president Vahan Hovanessian and Bureau

SDHP Press Office

Advocating A Radical Shift

Hrant Dink CallsFor Campaign ToEducate
Ordinary TurksAbout TheGenocide

Hrant Dink prominent Turkish-Ar-
menian intellectual advocated on Tues-
day aradical shift in the ongoing efforts
at international recognition of the 1915
Armeniangenocide, sayingthat Armenia
and itsinfluential Diaspora should edu-
cate ordinary Turks instead of seeking
Western pressure on Ankara.

Dink, editor of the Istanbul-based
Armenian newspaper “Agos,” said the
best way to get Turkey to address the
mass killings and deportations of Arme-
niansin the Ottoman Empireisto help it
become a more democratic state.

“The Turkish state may one day
recognize the genocide under pressure
from various countries,” Dink told a
news conference in Yerevan. “This is
possible. But is this the right solution? |
don’t think so.”

The Armenian campaign has al-
ready led the governments and parlia-
ments of about two dozen nations, in-
cluding France, Russia, Italy and Canada,
to officially term the slaughter of some
1.5 Ottoman Armenians a genocide.
Diaspora organizations, backed by the
authoritiesinY erevan, believethat asimi-
lar move by the United States would
dramatically heighteninternational pres-
sure on the Turkish government, which
vehemently deniesthegenocide. But their
efforts to have the U.S. Congress pass a
genocide resolution have been unsuc-
cessful so far.

AccordingtoDink, agenuine Turk-
ish recognition could only betheresult of
domestic pressure. “ The Turkish people

Gallup Pall:

Hrant Dink

know nothing about those people,” he
argued. “Turkish society needs time to
learnthings. Thereisaneed for aserious
examination of history. Armenians must
have arolein that examination.”

“Does the campaign for genocide
recognition facilitate or complicate this
process? In my view, we just give more
ammunition to Turkish nationalists,” he
added.

Calling the Armenian massacres a
genocide is still considered a crime in
Turkey. Dink himself was given a sus-
pended six-month prison sentence last
July for speaking up on the subject that
was until recently considered ataboo in
the country. He was convicted under a
controversial articleof theTurkish Crimi-
nal Code that imposes prison sentences
on those who “insult Turkishness.” The
clause, condemned by the European
Union, has been used to bring charges
against dozens of Turkish journalists,
publishers and scholars questioning the
official lineonthebloody eventsof 1915-
1918.

ArmeniansAgainst Open Border With Turkey

Most Armeniansareagainst having
an open border with Turkey as long as
the latter refuses to recognize the 1915
Armenian genocide, according to a new
U.S.-funded opinion poll.

The nationwide survey, the second
of its kind, was commissioned by the
U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment and conducted by the U.S. Interna-
tional Republican Institute, the Gallup
Organization and the Armenian Socio-
logical Associationin early August.

It found that 57 percent of some
1,200 peoplerandomly interviewed across

Armeniabelieve their government must
not agreeto the reopening of the Turkish-
Armenian border without Turkish recog-
nition of the genocide. Only 39 percent
backed Y erevan’s insistence on an un-
conditional resumption of cross-border
travel and commerce between the two
estranged nations.

Turkey closed its land border with
Armeniain 1993, at the height of thewar
in Nagorno-Karabakh, out of solidarity
with Azerbaijan, itsclosest regional ally.

Continued on page4
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Armenian PressFreedom I n SeriousDanger

G

Armen Harutiunian, the state hu-
man rights ombudsman, warned on
Thursday that violence against Arme-
nian journalists seems to be becoming
“systematic” and poses a seriousthreat
to press freedom in the country.

“Freedom of speech is really in
danger,” hesaid. “Weurgeall relevant
law-enforcement bodies to take the
problem very seriously and solve those
crimes.”

“When you have four or five such
cases in as many months, you can’t
help but see an alarming trend,” he
added.

Harutiunian joined last week Ar-
menian media associations and human
rights groups in condemning the re-
ported beating of Hovannes Galgjian,
editor of theopposition-linked“ I ravunk”
newspaper. They fear that such at-
tacks could become more frequent in
advance of next year's parliamentary
el ections because of the Armenian au-
thorities’ failure so far to punish their
perpetrators.

Galgjian and his staff suspect that
powerful government figures such as
Defense Minister Serzh Sarkisian may
have been behind the attack. Sarkisian
has angrily rejected the suspicion, say-
ing that he has no habit of fighting
against “wretched people” likeGalgjian.

Harutiunian strongly disapproved

Humanrightsombudsman
ArmenHarutiunian

of the derogatory description. “No
newspaper editor or person in general
can be wretched,” he told a news con-
ference. “And | am convinced that
there are no wretched people in our
society. If somebody is portrayed as
wretched, we are ready to stand by
them.”

The ombudsman also described
as too harsh a four-year prison sen-
tencegivenlast Friday to another news-
paper editor, Arman Babajanian, who
wasconvicted of illegally avoiding mili-
tary service. Headmitted that Babajanian
may well have received a shorter sen-
tenceif his*Zhamanak Y erevan” news-
paper was not in opposition to the
government.

“1 don’t think that his action war-
ranted afour-year imprisonment,” said
Harutiunian.

ArmeniaFund Unveallslnter national

Telethon Campaign
Telethon 2006 to Benefit Hadrut Regional Development

LOS ANGELES -- On Wednes-
day, September 13, 2006, ArmeniaFund
United States Western Region launched
the Sth annual international telethon’s
campaign with a special reception at the
Alex Theatre Forecourt. The event high-
lighted the start of the campaign with a
special telethon logo unveiling program
with the participation of all major Arme-
nian-American organizations as well as
religious and community leaders.

In the light of the 15th anniver-
sary of the Republics of Armenia and
Artsakh, the 2006 campaign is dubbed
as “I Love Armenia’ and “I Love
Artsakh”, which features a pomegran-
ate with its seeds in formation of a
heart as the telethon logo. The dual
international campaignjointly launched
from Los Angeles, New York, Paris
and Yerevan will be widely used by
Armenia Fund’s 19 international of-
fices to promote the 2006 Telethon as
well as highlight the 15 years of inde-
pendence of the republics. The Tele-
thon is set to air internationally on
Thanksgiving Day, November 23,
2006.

Los Angeles based graphic artist
Helena Gregorian designed the logo.
Gregorian drawsyearsof experiencein
the graphic design and arts industry.
Armenia Fund's Telethon 2005 was
designed by Gregorian as well.

The special reception drew hun-
dreds of Armenia Fund supporters,
community leaders and activists, as
well as special guests. Present were
also Armenia Fund’'s Board members.
The Fund’ s Board has a unique compo-
sition of the heads of all major Arme-
nian organizations, churches and po-
litical parties. Essentially, the Fund is
theonly Pan-Armenian organi zation both
within Armenia and the Diaspora at

large. Chairperson of Armenia Fund
United States Western Region Maria
Mehranian welcomed the attendees to
the event and thanked all those who
were once again at the forefront of
supporting Armenia Fund’'s nation
building projects.

Building on the merits of the
Martakert Regional Development plan,
whichisunderway, ArmeniaFund plans
on implementing a parallel programin
the southernmost borderline region —
Hadrut. Duringtheliberationwar, nearly
all regions of Nagorno Karabakh came
under heavy fire from Azeri forces.
The brutal war brought insurmount-
able damage to the infrastructure as
well as the local economy.

Armenia Fund continues imple-
menting major regional development
projects aimed at enhancing the socio-
economic standards of Nagorno
Karabakh

ArmeniaFund’ s9thinternational
telethon will air in al major U.S. mar-
kets as well as internationally in Eu-
rope, the Middle East, Asia, South
America, and Australia.

Armenia’sTigran Hamasyan Wins2006 T helonious
Monk I nter national Jazz Piano Competition

TheTheloniousMonk I nternational
Jazz Competition wrapped up thisweek-
end with finals and a gala concert on
September 17 at the Kennedy Center
celebrating the 20th anniversary of the
Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz.

Takingfirst prizein the competition,
devoted thisyear tothe piano, was 19-year-
old Tigran Hamasyan, anative of Armenia
who is currently an undergraduate at the
University of Southern California.

AmericansGerald Clayton, 22, and
Aaron Parks, 23, took second and third
place. Clayton is also a student at USC,
while Parks currently tours with trum-
peter Terence Blanchard.

While the jury — which included
Herbie Hancock, Andrew Hill, Danilo
Perez, Renee Rosnes, Billy Taylor and
Randy Weston — deliberated over the
performances of the three finalists, the
full house at the Kennedy Center was
treatedtoanall-star galafeaturingWayne
Shorter, Joshua Redman, Terence
Blanchard, Patti Austin, Jane Monheit,
Herbie Hancock, Ron Carter and
Thelonious Monk’s son T.S.

Hosting the evening were Quincy
Jones, Phylicia Rashad and Billy Dee
Williams; honorary co-chairs Madeline
Albright and Colin Powell presented a
specia award from the Monk Institute to
Stevie Wonder for his longtime support
of jazz education.

TheTheloniousMonk I nternational
Jazz Competition, presented annually by
thelnstitute, has launched the careersof,
among others, singers Jane Monheit and

TigranHamasyan

Tierney Sutton, saxophonist Joshua
Redman, and pianists Marcus Roberts,
Jacky Terrasson and Joey DeFrancesco.

About Tigran Hamasyan

Tigran Hamasyan was born in
Gyumri, Armenia and began playing pi-
ano at age 10. He currently attends the
University of Southern Californiawhere
he is studying jazz piano. Influenced by
DukeEllington, TheloniousMonk, Charlie
Parker, Art Tatum, Miles Davisand Bud
Powell, Hamasyan beganwriting hisfirst
piano compositions at a young age. He
recently won first prize at the Monaco
Jazz Soloist Competition and has per-
formed at concerts, competitions, festi-
vals throughout Europe.

AMAAAwardsScholar shipsToNeedy And
DeservingSudents

As the rising cost of education in
the United States becomes a profound
concern, many undergraduate students
who desire to secure a better future,
rely on scholarship aid. Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America
(AMAA), sharing this same concern,
established its scholarship program to
hel p needy and promising undergraduate
students. Over the past 35 years of
its existence, this scholarship program
has helped thousands of college
and university students. So far AMAA
has provided three million dollars in
direct scholarship aid.

TheChairmanof theAMAA Schol-
arship Committee, Mr. Robert Hekemian,
Jr., just recently reported the awarding
of $110,000 in direct scholarship grants
to college and university studentsfor the
2006-07 academic year. This year 72
students applied and, upon verification
of need and academic qualifications, 65
students were awarded scholarships. In

addition, $10,000.00 was awarded to
university students in Armenia and
$300,000 has been provided to various
institutionsof higher learning, and chari-
tableorganizationsfor distribution. These
ingtitutionsincludeHaigazian University
of Beirut, inLebanonand CaliforniaState
University in Fresno.

The Scholarship Committee, in co-
operation with the AMAA Publication
Committee, this year evaluated the es-
says submitted by the students with
their applications and chose the best
essays. Additional grants from the
James Jameson Essay Contest Fund
wereawarded to thefollowing students:
Aram Levon Shemassian, Charles
Kaladjian, Karine Manukyan, Jessica
Vitale and Gregory Chavoor. Their es-
says were qualified to be the best five.
The scholarships, which were granted
thisyear, wereawardedfrom70AMAA
endowment funds established for this
purpose.

ARA TCHOBANKRIKORIAN
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August 6th - Theescaatorshidden
in the concrete of the colossal Cascade
cantakeoneonly part way upthehillside.
A relatively shorthikefromthestaircase' s
unfinished terminus, however, will lead
you to Victory Park, where a bronze
statue of Mair Hairenik stands, sword in
hand, in the shape of a cross, over-
looking Yerevan. Thetrek totheview is
enjoyableintheearly eveningair. That's
where we comein, on aleisurely race to
meet a sunset that is painting the city
center gold. Seeuspointing at theMassis
in the dusk. We trace the ridge of the
snow linein the air like a sentence from
an arabic textbook. There's the spot
where we'd stood at the summit. 17
thousandfeet, amazing! Alienlightsflicker
and appear two-thirds the way up the
mountain, and we descend into the night.

Daghlar! Daghlar!

On a stuffy but modern bus from
the garrison town of Erzurum, sitting
among wool vested men and women in
black chadors, listening communally toa
rehashing of apop hit from the seventies
asthe shellsof overturned trucks passon
the wayside, Alisaand | enjoy our first
glimpse of the enormity that marks the
end of the Anatolian plateau. The upper
reachesof Ararat arefaint through ahalo
of fog, thetriple peak crown obscured by
a late afternoon accumulation of omi-
nous storm clouds. There is no other
wonder of its caliber.

Dogubeyazut isasprawling frontier
outpost, though one of the well-dressed
locals explains that the nearby borders
aren'tredly significantat all. For himthe
regionistheheartland of agreater Kurdistan,
one that includes adjacent sections of
Irag, Iran, and Syria. The Kurds and |
have something in common, ‘Historic’
Armenia, theEdenmy peoplelost andthey
inherited. They celebrateour troubledland
withexoticwordswrittentofamiliar melo-
dies. Songsof love, patriotism, and rebel -
lionarerecorded onto cassettesand packed
neatly by the score into sturdy wooden
handcarts, where they bake and warp and
fade in the summer heat, while dusty
merchants await your buying pleasure.
Apricot music permeates the air of the
rustic town at the foot of the dormant
volcano.

The Ishak Pasha has decent rooms,
and apictureperfect view of Ararat. Itson
atapestry that the night clerk pointsto on
check in. Inthelobby, we meet M ustapha,
an overworked tout who considers us
lucky to have found him. He makes his
living hawking day trips, but will provide
us with all we need for our expedition,
leaving ustimealsofor sightseeing. The 7
kilometer stretch to the newly renovated
Seljuk palace named after our hotel is a
cakewalk. The deserted Saray with its
Urartian wallswas designed in the seven-
teenth century by an Armenian architect
and built for a Kurdish prince, or so the
latest guidebook states. No one realy
knows, here history is written and re-
written to taste. On the way back to
town, we are invited to pick and sample
thespotted fruitsof aloneorchardamong
endless hayfields, as a preoccupied dust
devil whirlsabout likeadervishin search
of Nirvana. Nearby, Ataturk’s flag is
carved into a barren mound surrounded
by razor wire. Beside it is a disclaimer
that bites, “What Joy itisto bea Turk.”
Little Ararat is majestic in the distance.

TheApproach
Fettah, a protoge, takes us shop-

An Ararat Odyssey

ByHarryKalfaian

“InArmeniathereisaveryhighmountain-thehighest in existence-and
itsnameisArarat. Onthat mountain Noah’ sArk landed after theflood.
Noonecan climb themountain because of thegr eat quantity of snow on
itinwinter and summer . But at thesummit agr eat black object isalways

visible, the Ark of Noah.”

Quotefromtheeraof Marco Polo’ stravels

Topoftheworld: at mount Ararat Summitt

ping at the Hipermarket in the eve, and
returnsto pick us up at 6AM sharp. We
meet a Polish couple, Wojtek and Kasia,
who had just come from the Khatchkars,
a week of strenuous hiking in lower
altitudes near the Black Sea. The four of
us help Fettah and the driver load our
packs onto the roof of adolmush and we
all make the one hour driveto alocation
beyond Ellikoy, an abandoned village of

withtheyolsof themountain. Heleadsus
at ahurried pace along the‘classic’ trail.
Its the easiest and, therefore, the most
popular route to the summit.

Along the lower slope, teenagers
offer usayoghurt drink they call * Yurt.’
Occasionally, wild voices call from the
foothills, & sometimes these are fol-
lowed by barefoot urchins running at us
with open palm raised, chanting, “Paral

Back toDogubeyazut

cross carvings and Armenian ghosts. A
turn near the army barracks takes us off
the trunk highway, and up nine hundred
meters on a dirt road. Our minivan
stumbles and kicks up dust till we arrive
at a rubble boulevard of cooled lava,
beyondwhich only ajeep can go. Fifteen
miles from town, at 2500 meters (about
seven thousand feet) we have breakfast
tea and wait.

A tweed capped herdsman, our
weather wrinkled guide, arrives with his
grandson and alean but sturdy horse. We
wiggle our luggage into a burlap sack,
made of two tear-free Achtamar brand
grain casings sewn together. The fifty-
fiveyear old Ahmed slowly tiesthebags,
taking great care for balance, and leaves
us to follow the child. Mehmet, a spar-
row inaNew England Patriots hat, isten
years old and already well acquainted

If it were

Paral ...Hello maah-ney.”
springtime, the apine meadows would
be full of red poppies and buzzing with
thefat lazy beesthat sway intheir nectar.
The seventh month, however, is brittle.

Muhajirs

Four hours and five tranquil miles
later, we arrive at Y eshil Camp. On the
higher side of a split is a yayla where
semi-nomadic villagers annually bring
their animals to graze for the warmer
season. To the far right is amore formal
spread where we see a dozen two person
domes, bivouac showers, and a garden
hose running down from the faraway
glacier. Mehmet steers us toward the
summer pasture, where we are invited
out of the strong midday sun into the
shade of a communal tarpaulin shelter.
Half adozen children emergeto greet us.

They take our shoes, and bring us never-
ending tulip glasses of chay heated over
asmoky and pungent dung cakefire. As
sugar cubes dissolve, and the clinking
sounds of tiny metal spoons fill the
‘room’, the family members introduce
themselves with the courteousness of
the Von Trapps, the youngest one punc-
tuating her namewith atriple clap of tiny
handsand aflick of blond hair away from
her dark face.

“Green” Camp is at 3200 meters,
roughly ten thousand feet, and sitson an
angle. In the dry seabed of civilization
below, bizarrely located above the hori-
zon, is Durupinar, the site where some
claimthe Ark of Noah rests. Thistheory
iscentered upon aship shaped geological
aberration, and is backed by the discov-
ery of iron rivets. For me, the Armenian
traditionsarefar moreappealing. Legend
has it that the triple decked barge that
survived both the great flood and 4500
years of weathering is preserved today
inside three hundred feet of ice on the
‘smiling’ sideof Ararat. Itissupposedto
be in the treacherous and hard to reach
Ahora Gorge. There was a settlement
near thesite, but alandslideburiedit after
the avalanche of 1840, one that crushed
over athousand people, al Armenians|
presume. Its the site of an off-limits
Turkish transmitter station now, whose
lights can be seen from Y erevan.

Enter the Iranians... four wild eyed
climberswho hail from the Caspian Sea,
traveling under the constant watch of
two equally jovial cameramen wielding
cheap Panasonics with Farsi text in the
viewfinder. One barges into our tent at
the ungodly hour of 8:30 pm, shining a
flashlight and insisting we find him a set
of crampons. They made the crossing
from the nearby border last night. Their
arrival completes our group of ten.

Day Two

6AM andintheearly light thereare
already signsof life. A descendant of one
of the two by twos, a bearded goat on a
perch, gives me an unusual and knowing
grinas| takein thefresh autumn-like air
and search for a secluded spot, toilet
paper roll inhand. NotaMarriottinsight,
nor aporcelain footprint. A flock of koyu
are let out of a stone pen and led over a
hillock with a series of strange calls. |
make a move toward anursing foal, and
within seconds am surrounded by acrew
of snarling sheepdogs. An old woman
stops her washing and throws afew
pebbles at the hounds, keeping them at
bay. Mehmet and his sister, carrying a
large empty container, disappear over a
ledge toward a hidden sulfur spring, the
fountain of old age. The water is not
exactly toxic, but we were told not to
drink it, so prepareour morning beverage
with what we brought along.

Ahmed appears from out the bro-
ken boulders with our steed and a back-
pack of hisown, and asheloadsthethree
bags, agirl in ared dress, Rubiya, braids
the black hair on its mane. We're off
again on another three hour hike, this
time for a distance of only amile and a
half. The terrain is extremely rocky and
the switchbacks become more numer-
ous as the incline becomes more severe.
| take a few shortcuts and gain some

Continued on page4

HarryKalfaian worksasacameraman
at theFOX newschannel in New York.
Thisarticleisabout hisrecent journey
tothesummit of Mt. Ararat.
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An Ararat Odyssey
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ground. When | pause to look back from
avantagepoint, | noticethelranianshave
stopped to dance a Dabke with some
passers by on mules, while Wojtek is
nodding his noggin with disapproval,
well sheltered under a broad chapeau.

Astheatmosphere getsthinner, the
gunesh gets stronger, and sunscreen
becomes an obvious necessity. Alisais
up ahead in ashady alcovetalkingtotwo
licensed guides who are shepherding a
flock of clients down from the summit.
The topic of conversation turnsto yours
truly, the human lobster. I'm offered a
container of SPF 60, and rub my beard as
| ponder the expeditioners' descending.
They are covered from head to ankle in
bright Gore-Tex and Polar Fleece, ex-
cept for their faces, which are painted
almost a Geisha white with zinc oxide. |
am without a hat, wearing jeans and a
black cottonguineatee. My skinisredas
anur. Onelast hurdle, asteep where our
horse stumbles and kicks up dust, and
we arrive on a convex overcrowded
obsidianledge.

HighCamp

We make camp on a prize vista
blocked by two government-issue mess
tents, and discover our propane tank is
out of order. Aswe resign ourselvesto
the fact there would be no improvised
mint soup pilaf for sustenancethat evening,
agroup of four English speakersarrive at
thedining hall closest usand we pop over
for ‘Hye' tea. They are American Em-
bassy workers who'd hired a car and
come from Y erevan, no more than thirty
milesaway. Not surprisingly, it had taken
them a week to cover the short distance.
| think it is unfortunate that there is no
direct route between the two republics,
but the ambassadors say they enjoyed
their travels through Georgia.

Alisaand | walk to acascading creek
at the edge of camp to fetch water, which
runs ice cold from out a melting glacid
tongue. | cannot help but gorge myself on
gulps so big that my brain freezes and |
have to pull my hands and face away. She
refrains from doing the same and sighs at
the potential bacteriological repercussions
of what I’ djust done. I fill an empty plastic
Fatsu bottle, and study its contents. It is
cloudy with silt.

The leader of a group of twenty-
five Germans gathering at the second
messtent invitesusover for dinner. He's
acontinental Turk from Ankara Univer-
sity, who tells us how Agri is different
frommany mountainsinthat itisunregu-
lated and therefore environmentally un-
protected, pointing out that “there is
garbage everywhere.” We eat tasty
gyuvech and couscous doled out of
steaming cauldrons and leave no room
for the sweet halvadessert. “ A high carb
dietisessential,” heexplains, it will pro-
vide the energy we need for the tough
journey ahead. Sincethe next trek wasto

be an early one, we prepare a gear pack
for the 3 milereturn trip and turn in with
the sun. Outside, the temperature is be-
low freezing. With a bed of jackets as
blankets and backpacks for pillows, in-
side our tent, its warm and cozy.

Endurance

Two seventeen AM according to
my Nikon and a string of swaying
headlamp beamsareal ready windingtheir
way serpentine along an invisible path
towards adestination just west of Arctu-
rus. The Germans are off, the Poles are
boiling coffee by flashlight, and the Ira-
nians are collecting themselves noisily,
having chosentotop it without crampons
instead of waitingtill our return. I look up
and lose myself among the thousand
stars of an all-encompassing night sky
whiletrying to get thethick zipper work-
ing on my duvet coat. A shape trudges
dowly inthedark, likeascavenging bear
or a wolf on the prowl, but before |
lament the lack of guard dogs comes a
faint taint of burning tobacco. It'sKhalle
Ahmed, the ember of a fancy Chibouk
glowing in one hand and the shadow of a
walking stick in the other.

At 4200 meters (about fourteen
thousand feet), we are already closer to
the heavensthanthe Sis, and aswe move
up and along cool blue contours of dew-
frosted scree, it begins to grow twilight.
Lesser Ararat appears gradually out an
amber glow that stretches across the
Serdarbulak saddle, but I'm too busy to
enjoy the breathtaking view. | haven't
adjusted to the ultra-high altitudes very
well and it shows. With every two nor-
mal sized steps | want to rest. AMS is
rough, but | decideit won't stop mefrom
going on.

“Don’t look up don’t look down,”
Alisareminds merepeatedly, “you’ll get
a distorted sense of progress.” “Don't
sit,” the lranians insist, you may be one
of thetwo ayear that nap and never wake
up. | follow orders as best | can, but am
truly lethargic, only pushesfrom behind
keep me going. The last clear image |
have with company is of a pre-dawn
Ahmed. Heis opening his pack with the
near stillness of a heroin addict and
hand-feeding mepretzels, oneby oneon
onekneg, till thecellophaneisempty. He
givesmeacorklikewafer, an energy pill
that has no effect. Alisa pleads with me
to return to base camp. Though, | am
delirious with oxygen deprivation, | re-
lease her and the othersfrom any obliga-
tions toward me, then continue alonetill
| reach the permanent snow line, and a
stretch of level ground. It’s very windy
on the heights, but not unbearably cold.
| don't think | even put on my winter
gloves.

TheSummit
| walk in the neve field for about
an hour on a single spiked shoe, carry-
ing a short pickaxe that is of no use. |
don’'t remember putting the crampon

ArmeniansAgainst Open Border With Turkey

Continued frompagel

Successive governmentsin Ankarahave
madeitsreopening conditional on areso-
lution of the Karabakh conflict. They
have also demanded an end to the in-
creasingly successful genocide recogni-
tion campaign.
Armenianpublicopinionseemssimi-

larly apprehensiveabout Turkey, with80
percent of those polled viewing their
Westernneighbor asathreatto Armenia’s
national security. Conversely, 85 percent
referred to Russia as a strategic partner
of Armenia. It was followed by France
(53 percent) and the European Union (36
percent) as a whole. Only 16 percent
mentioned the United States.

Sis-lesser Ararat at 5:30am day three

on, and assumeitsmateis being shared
with the Iranians. I’d gladly trade the
lot for a staff or a set of poles. At the
other end of the shallow crater | pass
Wojtek. He saysthe summitisjust fifty
meters away over a ridge. He'd just
been, and is duly elated. | survey the
ridge. It looks like the crest of a
Ayvazovsky wavefrozeninmid-break.
Theglacier iscrunchy and full of worm-
holes, but compact, so | make the
gradewithout stumbling. Suddenly, I’m
surrounded by bundled people in sun-
glassesjumpingfor joy onalargewhite
dunecrisscrossed with bootprints. This
isit, then, the peak of Ararat, top of the
world! | take a snap of agroup of three
posingwithwhat lookslikeaLithuanian
flag and it clicks. Next, | turn the
camera to myself to capture the mo-
ment of a lifetime and get the red
letters, ‘ battery malfunction’. Its 8AM
give or take fifteen minutes.

Beyond the blinding ice, miles
below, isthe earth’ sfloor. Its hazy but
| can see the flat brown plains of
Haiastan on the northern side. I'm so
high up | can distinguish nothing, not
Y erevan, not Khor Virap, not even Mt
Kazbegi on the Chechen border. I'm
forced to imagine these things. In-
stead, for an unmeasurable moment, |
feel | am standing at the helm of a big
ship adrift in a sea of minnowed hu-
manity. I’ ve become Noy, the ancient
mariner. Ararat is my ark.

TheReturn

The Germans have dispensed with
order and dispersed, descending at their
leisure. Livingtrail markers, they pop up
inunexpected placesin pairs. After days
of looking always at Ararat, reaching
the summit meant facing theworld once
again, but my attention is focused pri-
marily on the ground at my feet. The
jagged earthismoving. With every slip-
pery step aminor rockslide, and acrush-
ing pain in the toes.

At one point, | hear what sounds
likegunfirecomingfromaravine. What
could certainly be a PKK training mis-
sion is only the heat of day loosening
boulders from their sober surround-
ings. Rocks the size of pyramid bricks
tumble and crack in explosive plumes
of millenium ash to the left of me. It
happens in the snow filled gully to my
right, as well. Nature’'s bowling game
breaks the monotony. Its an amuse-
ment, like watching the news.

Around noontime, | near a camp,
though it looks unfamiliar. | reach an
abode at the outskirts and inquire if

there is another nearby. “Yes,” comes
the answer with a thick accent, “But
we are tze people who fed you last
night. Y our friends, tzey areover there.”
| am relieved to be with my compan-
ionsagain. Astheir midday prayersare
wrapped up and the kilims put away,
“yalla’ comes the rallying cry, and
we're back on the track once more.

Vini, Vidi, Vici

Below fourteen thousand feet, |
am my old self, but with bruised feet
and sore muscles | quickly fall behind.
| can see now the extent of the commu-
nity that inhabitsthe habitablealtitudes.
The vast expanse of rolling baseland is
peppered with single-family shelters.
The trails are full of somber Europe-
ans, moving along with a mechanical
energy. | salute the familiar ones as
they pass, and meet a scout sent to
fetch me. He motions that | hurry. He
has ahorse for metoridetherest of the
way to prevent further delay. “Hayur,
no thanks. | can walk.” He stops for a
moment, puzzled and repeats himself,
“yes?’ “No!”

Y eshil campislively. Alisaisen-
tertaining a group of children, running
in circles around her. Little shave
headed Ogdun stands at her side, his
head moving about in all directions.
The lranians are doing monologues,
shaking hands or talking on the phone
long distance. Ahmediscaterwauling a
Kurdish folk tune, for the cameras.
Wojtek is looking at his watch and
muttering something about getting back
totownbeforedark. I'dliketo prolong
nature a spell or two longer, but he
presses the point. Tomorrow areal rain
will fall.

Seventeen hours have passed
since we left for the peak, and now
we're taking leave of our guide and
going on home, which for tonight will
be Dogbiscuit again. In the crowded
van at golden hour, listening to the
melancholy chimes of something
Googoosh that launches the Iranians
into a limb waving frenzy, which
spreads to the driver and buries the
Poles under a slightly touchy introver-
sion, | can’t help but feel acertain clear
connection with the people around me
and the land under our wheels. Ararat
brought us together to share a truly
unique experience that each one of us
will feel in the muscles of our bodies
and the sinews of our souls for days
and maybe weeks to come, and for that
I’'m grateful, grateful to be an Arme-
nian on Ararat.
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CeLU

Surk-YEARS

Proud Past, Exciting Future.

PGndGuwinp UGgbGwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwaquy:

AGBU

A NEW ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION

=
(L)
. —

SCHOOLE

TO MEET THE SCHOLASTIC, DEVELOPMENTAL

AND SOCIAL NEEDS OF OUR YOUTH IN PASADENA,
GLENDALE, BURBANK AND SURROUNDING
COMMUNITIES IN THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

Affiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School,
a College Preparatory High School Serving

the Greater Los Angeles Armenian

Community for 30 Years.

NEW STUDENTS ARE
WELCOME DURING SEPTEMBER

¢ Enrollment open for students in Grades 9, 10 and 11
for the first year.

* First High School Graduating Senior Class in June 2008.

¢ Offering a challenging college preparatory academic
program in a safe, caring and supportive environment.

* Armenian program to focus on the Armenian identity,

culture, history and rich heritage of the Armenian people.

* Financial assistance available for qualified families.

SESSIONS STARTED AS OF
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2006

For further information and how to register your child,
please call (626) 794-0363 or (818) 883-5379

AGBU High School - Pasadena
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, California 91104
www.agbuphs.org

IN ITS SEGOND
CENTURY.

A Centennial Symposium.

"Tribute to the Past - Pathways to the Future"

Presented by:
AGBU SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT COMMITTEE
In Cooperation with
USC INSTITUTE OF ARMENIAN STUDIES
Part of USC College of Letters, Arts & Sciences

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2006

9:30 AM — 3:30 PM
University of Southern California, Town and Gown
Figueroa and Exposition - Gate 3 Entrance
Los Angeles, CA

Overview of Global Activities of AGBU
with a focus on United States and Armenia

The Seminar will Address:
* Organizational Structure
¢ Cultural and Educational Activities
* Sports, Youth, and Young Professionals Programs
e New Challenges and Opportunities
* Constituency Development

Paper Presentations by:

DR. R. HRAIR DEKME]JIAN
(USC)

MS. RAMELA ABBAMONTIAN
(PhD Candidate, UCLA)

DR. MIHRAN AGBABIAN

(President Emeritus, American University of Armenia)

DR. HARUTYUN ALEXANYAN

(Armenian State Pedagogical University, Yerevan)

REV. FR. KTRIJ] DEVEJIAN
(Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin)

DR. MATTHEW JENDIAN
(CSU Fresno)

DR. SILVA KARAYAN
(California Lutheran University)

DR. ANI MOUGHAMIAN
(LA Unified School District)

DR. ANI YAZEDJIAN
(Téxas State University)

Special Guest Speaker:
HON. PAUL R. IGNATIUS

Former
Secretary of the Navy - Under Secretary of the Army - Assistant Secretary of Defense

Complimentary breakfast, lunch and snacks will be served

Attendance is by reservation only — Seating is limited
Reservation Deadline: October 18, 2006
Please RSVP at: AGBU Alex Manoogian Center
(626) 794-7942 or seminar@agbuca.org

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

3 | dmﬂW@ @5(./"*0 CROW%DPLAZA'

L DS ANGELTES HOTELS & RESORTS

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.+ Commerce, CA 90040 + 323.721.2100 - 714.879.2100 * commercecasino.com

Bank of Orange County is a full service bank prepared to

Contact:

Gus Ghusayni

Senior Vice President
. 411 N.Central Avenue

Term Loans and Lines Glendale, CA 91203
— = Free Business Checking bankoforangecounty.com
I'DIC A Division of Placer Sierra Bank High Rate Money Market (818) 548-2720

meet the needs of both small and large businesses.

BANK of ORANGE COUNTY Commercial Real Estate




S 18 - CUPUM, UGMSEURLEN 23, 2006

Uu.UhU

UuuMruuuu

bhMNUULHUTL DARFANL,

UTLHLPN8 UNULLNRE-hRL

UGqlhny dnpwynih wnwebnipbiw b hhGobpnpn hwbgopniwGh dpgnudGtinnda

wpnhtlGpltipp

Quwnippb- ®nppuinLp 0-1
2Guh - Lhdpnpthniy 1-0
tdppppl - Nihywh UpLtiphp 2-2
Nikup 3wd - Lhipkup) 6nG. 0-2
Nrwpdnpun - UupnG dhpiw 0-0

Unwowwnwn funtdpbpne nwuwinpnidp

OnppudnLp 5
UwGgtuppp GnLbGwyppun 5
Qtup 5
tdppenG 5
UupnG4dhpjw 5
NhwhGy 5

¢6rUUvrN8 UNULTNREPRY

UwGgtiuppp 6nLh. - UputiGw 0-1
Gtdhiwn GnLG. - hinhay 1-2
[@nptGhwd - dnifhwad 0-0
MnLppl-Uhwplqunpo 0-0
Mitpwpb-UwbstupppUhph  4-2

4 1 0 9-0 13
4 0 1 11-3 12
4 0 1 9-3 12
3 2 0 10-4 11
2 3 0 6-3 9
3 0 1 7-6 9

QbpdwGhny dnipwynith wnwebnipbwl snppnpn hwGqpniwGh

upgnuiGtipnuG wpnheGplbpp

dnpuwniny -3wbnypp-96 1-2
Snppdntlun -3wdwnLny 1-0
Lnpuhtu - dU4 UwjhGg 2-0
dwpwpp Mintydpa - Spniplwupp  2-3
Lhipbdwppy - 4dL Minfuncd 1-1
Unwowwnwn funtdpbpne nwuwinpnidp
3tppw Ntin hG 4
Lhipbdwtny 4
MuwjktnG UhtGhlu 4
Cwpt-04 4
Lnpwhtu 4
TMnpniuhw Snppuntlun 4

hSULPNE UNMULTLNRE-hRL

Ujbp. dpwhlpdnpp - M. Lhdptnppniqph

3-1
Upd. Mhpdkrin - Mwybpa Uhebphpu 2-1
IGppw MGG - Cwypk 2-0

Uwfupb - UkoGypay winwwifu 4-2

9-1
5-1
5-3
4-3
54
54

—

NNDNDNDNW
=) A A A N) -
A aaa00
N~NNN® o

huwhwjh $nipynih wnwebniptwb inypnpn hwGgpniwbh dpgnudGbpni

wnnhtGpltpp

NtohGw - Bwihwph 2-1
hGpktp UhpwG - Uwdwnnphw 1
tdthnih - £hbiLo 1
LhynpGo - dhnptGphGw 1
NinhGbqk - @nphGo 2-0

-1
-1
-0

Unwowwnwn funtdpbpne nwuwinpnidp

U. tu. Nndw
Ouwybipdo
Upwjwlpw
hGptn UhpwG
tdhnth
Lwpwlhw

NNNNDNDN

UhtiGw - U. Eu. Nndw 1-3
Pwpwbhw - Upwjwbpw 0-0
Quwpdw - U. UE. Uppwa 0-2
Lwgho - Qwytipvo 1-2
Uupnih - UGuhGw 1-1
2 0 0 5-1 6
2 0 0 6-4 6
1 1 0 3-1 4
1 1 0 4-3 4
1 1 0 3-2 4
1 1 0 1-0 4

USGMhU lvoue’

OupniGulniméky 7-LG

ghubpne b qpcqugpibpne f p&ulf
Flupbll.llLl))ll.lil:

3. Quiyplitify Frgnifnepyp fiisg-
uiénu, [lnilt l.n[uu:fl.ulzl.uilnl_ﬂlnuﬁp |72
Fug ufrpinn wyfunfs vpanlh, sunSup-
UL b s [Folimsid frfrls qhof vyuasgun=
llil.llilt lllJllO[l Cll.lilll_[llll.llLﬂpl.llllitll qu.lp-
me gfieqbpp, Swypbufp’pp, np Ybp-
[lllﬂLlllé’ 4‘ ll.lilllil.lllﬂl.llll[lllllilllllﬂﬂL -
Yo fbpimpuncf Sp fgdk:
U spphbghts Suypbippp, wekif
neyt pplily gufnpglbpp o fun-
guils proef wigqunngpbgits dhigdh gunfrz-
lﬂl.llllﬂLll.Ib’ a[’H"-’[l”E; ﬂpﬂllqblﬂbL l.llLb-
bL Jﬂ!llﬁ: uJuop l?ﬂ[ll[lpilb[lﬂL 4ll.lllll1
frc il sl Swgfie gough §ougn
41”Lll.llﬂ#[lil gbplyﬂL/;[lLilE, ¢{I1¢{ll[lil
(rgup: Lbpfpl wmpfubpnc fp
witiSwd bl unnbyfr swspbipiny pogSu-
nbpebpp wilmpuplfduy wpugne-
i frostog bty Dhgne i fpodf-
Qmgrpusgfils [Fflynclipp Sqopmgling e
dby opfunfuuling [Folumdfifils qhid

et pils=syghsraslyusls f bpuny prdifr fing
Sp9ngibip wprumbuncms b Guw-

Suiulfyfy & 25 puslify dpop
pb 8L9 lpupliyf §5 umunky Sbp
prd Sknwglinhyfp, funpugnekfp
ne GETmmgnpshipp  fuligppibpn
Swupls b fuoupp:

Uguputip® [y hp fbpupkpf
Lurgunmnmli=Usppenp Gppnpy Luw-
une S imufipbiip Bbp §fifuSwpgh-
¢ptmgrntibipp, pllihipugfiti= pusgu pui-
l[l.uil [l[uul[luil |78 [I[ll.llllll.lllzlﬂ -
LbPﬂLil: Ullilllllﬂlllquil ﬂﬂLlﬂLﬂblﬂzl)
Jm¢ﬁw4wi: qﬂllﬂlllﬂLlﬂ[l) qﬂLlﬂ qFo-
nqne [Fhwhs, bpwgunnbu Sk froufly
Ay [Pl upwsi £

SrUvuusr UnlU2vNhr-ph
Spwluwjh dnipwynih wnwelblniptwl ytgtinnpn hwbqnpniwGh
ungniiGtnniG wnpnhoGpGtipp

Upwnw( - Lp UwGu 1-2 Uwnutj| - Mnpwno 2-1
Lwluh - PpGL 0-0 Lophw - LhnG 1-3
JwiwOuht - Lwbp 1-0 UtGp Ephtl - Oputn 2-4
Unjo - LwGu 0-3 [@pniw - Lhu 2-0
Lhy - @nLnLg 1-3 UnGwpo - Qwphq ULG atpath  1-2
Unwowwnwn funtdptipnt nwuwtnpnidp

LhnG 6 5 1 0 15-5 16
Uwpub)t 6 5 1 0 12-2 16
LuwGuh 6 3 2 1 7-4 11
[@nLnLq 6 3 2 1 9-7 11
Lp UwGu 6 3 2 1 9-8 11
Lhy 6 3 1 2 11-6 10

Univhng UnuLvnNhe-hhv
UwwOhwyh $nipwynih wnwelniptiwG Gppnpn hwGgpniwGh dpgnudGtpnia

wpnhtGpltpp

Stith. Lnpnilw - dhquipkw 2-0 Utithp w - Nkw Mbphu 3-2
Mtwl Uwwnphwi - ffw Unuptn. 2-0 nwupGy - MwpubinGuw 0-3
dwibGGuhw - Ubpwdt 2-0 FuthwGhny - Uk pw dhyo 2-1
OuwuntGw - YhiGuuphp 2-0 Uptp. Mhiwwo - Uptp. Uwwnphwin 1-4
Ntenptwphto Intkw - LEJwGpt 0-1 Uwpwynuw - Uwynppuw 2-0
Unwowwnwn funtdptipnL nwuwtnpntdp

UGLhpw 3 3 0 0 10-3 9
MuwpubnGuw 3 3 0 0 9-2 9
Jw GGuhw 3 3 0 0 5-1 9
Ntwp Uwwnphwn 3 2 1 0 6-1 7
Stithnpphro £npnilw 3 2 1 0 5-2 7
Uwpwynuw 2 2 0 1 7-3 6

UCYGPN3M - CULAPUNFOPFL
h LMUUS GPGFULN

USPYULNFRGUL
YurpRLEPAFL

g ol by phawdip

Disuwanfbugh Twy Juwdwjbph

Muinhlywimpbwlh waphppwonn Vwpdbho (PoA.PAGC.)
Ayl g phusdp

Diwuwinpbigh Nuiahljubnpbul

Fouilg huwawpnpliwdp

Pputwpwld Uwpp Yhpwlnuh

Qyfuwsnp Pualifuou

MEplwpn UbEpbwh, Pwuunplbugh Moo

Cwpwp, 7 Anlpnbdpbn, 2006

Dipwwanhilugh fwy Ybapnlh Upwhjl UG

T40 E.WWashington Bowlevard, Pasadena, Califarnia 91104
ChOYybpughlh chwd 7-hi. Chpphe e Swjmwghp 8-hi
Uminph Laukps UGSh Swidwp 100 Sapup
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HARUT DER-TAVITIAN
License #0828270

1807 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Suite 202
Glendale, CA 91201

Tel.: 818/502-3233
Fax: 818/502-3244
Pgr.: 818/608-9898
info@excelhye.com
www.excelhye.com

{x<<L

HYE INSURANCE SERVICES

AUTO e HOME ¢ LIFE ® HEALTH * DISABILITY « COMMERCIAL
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Jessica Demirdjian

REALTOR®

# Prudential
California Realty
9878 Hibert Street

San Diego, CA 92131
Bus 858 653-6400 Fax 858 653-6440
Cell 619 846-7738 jessicad@prusd.com

& Anindependently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.
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