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Ju.rnk Unus January 13-15, 2007
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PACE ToDemandsFreeElectionsInArmenia

The Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe (PACE) will
likely demand that Armeniaat last hold
elections recognized as democratic by
the international community when it
meetsfor aregular session next month,
it emerged last week.

The demand is contained in a
draft resolution that was approved by
the PACE’ sMonitoring Committeeand
iswidely expected to be dopted by the
Strasbourg-based assembly without
major amendments in late January. It
stresses the “ particular importance” of
proper conduct of the next Armenian
parliamentary and presidential elections
due in early 2007 and 2008 respec-
tively.

“Itisessential that the next ballot
should at last comply with European
standardsfor free and fair elections, as
proof of Armenia’s progress along the
road to democracy and European inte-
gration,” readsthe document posted on
thePACEwebsite. ItdeploresY erevan’'s
failure to ensure the freedom and fair-
ness of the previous elections.

The Monitoring Committee re-
port urges the Armenian authorities to
display the “political will” to prevent a
repeat of serious fraud reported by
local and Western observers in the
past. “A clear message must be con-
veyed that in the next elections fraud
will simply not be tolerated,” it says.

Still, the proposed resolution
makes alargely positive assessment of
the fulfilment of Armenia’s Council of
Europe membership obligations, sin-
gling out the passage of araft of amend-
mentsto the Armenian constitutionina
disputed November 2005 referendum.
“The revised constitution is now con-
sistent with European standards and
principles of democracy and therul e of

law and offers a new foundation for
devel oping the democratic functioning
of Armenia’ sinstitutions,” it says.

The Monitoring Committee will
specifically ask the PACE to welcome
greater powersgivento Armenia’ spar-
liament, cabinet of ministers, judiciary
andlocal governments. It will also note
the fact that Armenians are now ableto
challenge government decisions and
laws in the Constitutional Court.

Armenia smainoppositionforces
are highly skeptical about the positive
impact of the Western-backed changes,
saying that the administration of Rob-
ert Kocharian has repeatedly violated
the constitutionto cling to power. They
point to the authorities’ handling of the
constitutional referendum which was
strongly criticized by Council of Eu-
rope observers.

The draft PACE resolution ac-
knowledges that the enacted amend-
ments alone will not make Armenia a
more democratic country. “Simply
passing legislation is not enough to
implement democraticreforms,” it says.
“The Assembly calls on the Armenian
authorities to take the necessary steps
so that the law is effectively applied,
which does not always appear to be the
case at present.”

Inparticular, theresolutionvoices
concern at widespread reports of po-
lice torture and the authorities' con-
tinuing griponthe Armenian electronic
media. “The limited humber of com-
plaintslodged which resultin members
of the police being found guilty of
abuse of authority or of exceeding their
authority, aswell asthe greater number
of allegations concerning which no
complaint is lodged for fear of repris-
als, continue to fuel the feeling that
impunity prevails,” it says.

Foreign Minister Oskanian MeetslranianLeaders

TEHRAN - For- |
eign Minister Vartan |
Oskanian met with
President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejadand other [+
toplranianofficialson [
Sunday during a one- |
day visit to Tehran !
which officials said i\
focused on bilateral
relations and regional
security.

Official Armenian
and Iranian sources
reported few detail s of
the talks, citing only the two sides as
reaffirming their commitment to
strengthening political and economic
tiesbetween thetwo neighboring states.

According to the official IRNA
news agency, Ahmadinejad said those
ties* contributeto peace and security in
the region,” adding that “all available
resourcesshould beexploitedtorealize
their potential .”

Oskanian, according to the For-
eign Ministry in Y erevan, stressed the

Foreign MinistersVartan Oskanian and Manouchehr
Mottaki during joint newsconferencein Tehran

importance of the “special relation-
ship” binding Armeniaand Iran, saying
that it is based on their “centuries-old
friendship and cultural-historical simi-
larities.”

A ministry statement said he dis-
cussed a “broad range of bilateral and
regional issues,” including the unre-
solved Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, at
a separate meeting with Iranian For-

Continued on page4

TenWealthiest Peoplein Armenia
Kocharian and Ser zh SarkisanontheList

The newly published Armenian version of the U.S. “Forbes’ magazine has
named the list of Armenia's ten wealthiest men. Six of them are high-ranking
government officials: Robert Kocharian, Defense Minister Serzh Sarkisian, Trans-
port and Communications Minister Andranik Manukian, Justice Minister David
Harutiunian, customschief Armen AvetisianandY erevanMayor Y ervand Zakharian.
But it is oligarch Gagik Tsarukian who tops the list. According to the paper, heis
estimated to be worth between $400 million and $500 million. “ Serzh Sarkisian's
fortune, according to the same source, is $150 million, while David Harutiunian is
worth $75 million.”

“Solittle?’ Sarkisianjoked sarcastically when asked by journaliststo comment
on the information about his wealth.

Incidentally, the new Armenian magazineis run by atalk show host working
for a television station controlled by Tsarukian. Sarkisian pounced on this fact,
indicating that he believes Tsarukian himself drew up and publicizedthelist. Healso
implied that he shares the widely held belief that the ambitious tycoon grossly
underreports his earnings to evade taxes.

“Thelist also includes some businessmen,” Sarkisian said. “ Do you know that
those businessmen had to disclose their income? Did they really discloseit? Please
ask them, thepublishers. Itlookslikeoneof the publishershimself included hisname
[on thelist].”

“Ask him how much he declared. If his[income] declaration is credible, then
S0 is the sum attributed to me,” he added.

The scathing comments are certain to stoke talk of an unfolding rivalry
between Sarkisian’ sgoverning RepublicanParty of Armenia(HHK) and Tsarukian’'s
Prosperous Armenia, which many observers consider Kocharian's new support

base.

Survey Conducted By SDHP" SarkisTkhruni”
Union RevealsHigh L evelsof Corruptionin
ArmenianUniversities

1,821 of the 2,000 students ques-
tioned by the "Sarkis Tkhruni" youth-
student union have said that there is
high levels of corruption in Armenian
universities.

95% of the 250 questioned stu-
dents of Yerevan State Agricultural
University said that their university is
corrupt and 83% of them gave bribes
themselves. One exam there costs $20-
50. 74% of the 100 questioned students
of Mkhitar Heratsi Medical University
personally gavebribes. Oneexamthere

costs $200 and more.

Among the other corrupt univer-
sitiesare Y erevan State Economic Uni-
versity (81% of students), Yerevan
State Pedagogical University (79%),
Yerevan State University of Foreign
Languages (75%), Y erevan State Uni-
versity (42%), Y erevan State Conser-
vatory (14%).

Most of the students said that the
best way to eliminate corruption in
universities is to raise the salaries of
tutors and to toughen control.

U.S.Voices' Solidarity’ WithArmenian
RightsDefenders

YEREVAN -- A senior U.S. diplo-
mat on Wednesday heaped praise on
Armenia's leading human rights de-
fenders, saying that the United States
believes their activities are “critical”
for the country’s democratic future.

Anthony Godfrey, theU.S. charge
d affaires in Yerevan, voiced
Washington's strong backing for hu-
man rights advocacy at a special lunch
with the state Ombudsman Armen
Harutiunian and threeindependent cam-
paigners.

"In Armenia, the United States
stands in solidarity with you — the
country’s brave men and women who
are doing such essential work as sup-
porting a free press, fighting against
trafficking in persons, advocating for
freedom of religion, and supporting
women'’s rights,” Godfrey told them,
according to the U.S. embassy.

“Wethank you for your effortsto
further Armenia’sdemocratic reforms,
and for your dedication to fighting for
those people who often don’t have a

voice,” he said.

The U.S. State Department has
described the Armenian authorities’ hu-
man rights record as “poor” in its an-
nual reports released in recent years.

A statement by the U.S. embassy said
the lunch meeting, apparently the first
of its kind, was dedicated to Interna-
tional Human Rights Day that was
marked around the world on December
10. Two of its participants, Avetik
Ishkhanian and Mikael Danielian, are
outspoken critics of the Armenian gov-
ernment that have long accused it of
condoning police torture, violations of
due process and other human rights
abuses.

I shkhanian, who |leads the Arme-
nian Helsinki Committee, said theU.S.
and the West in general have done
“more than enough” to highlight these
problems and press the authorities in
Y erevan to tackle them. “The reasons
why the situation with human rightsin
Armenia is disastrdCientirelgilioelyaged
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Arrest of Government Critic on Coup
Charges Prompts Concerns

By Onnik Krikorian
eurasianet.org

Aspolitical tensionsin Armeniarise
ahead of next year’s parliamentary elec-
tions, the arrest of a former Nagorno-
Karabakh military commander critical of
the Armenian government’s talks with
Azerbaijanisraisingfresh concernsabout
how the vote will be conducted.

In a December 10 raid carried out
by masked agentsof Armenia sNational
Security Service (NSS) at a Yerevan
restaurant, Zhirayr Sefilian, an ethnic
Armenian from Lebanon, wastaken into
custody on charges of plotting agovern-
ment coup. Sefilian, aformer commander
in Armenia s war with Azerbaijan over
the predominantly ethnic Armenian
breakaway territory of Karabakh, is a
decorated, hard-line war hero. He is an
outspoken opponent of any deal with
Azerbaijan that includes the return of
territory currently under Armenian con-
trol.

The press service of the NSS, the
successor to Armenia’ s Soviet-era State
Security Committee (KGB), has alleged
that Sefilian “planned to interfere in the
upcoming political processes[2007 par-
liamentary elections] with the use of
force.” Sefilian has been accused of
“conspiring to overthrow the constitu-
tional order” under Article 301 of the
Criminal Code. On December 12, a
Y erevan court, in aclosed session, ruled
that Sefiliancouldbejailedfor twomonths
while the NSS further investigates the
case.

Pro-opposition media outlets have
reported that dozens of members of
Sefilian’ sUnionof ArmenianVolunteers,
asmall nationalist group opposed to con-
cessionswith Azerbaijan, wereal so tem-
porarily detained in separate raids.

Armenia smain opposition parties
see the arrest as a warm-up for crack-
downs against government critics prior
tothe country’ sMay 2007 parliamentary
elections, or against those who would
guestion the vote's conduct. In a De-
cember 11 statement, they accused the
government of resorting to Soviet-style
repression to stamp out political dissent.
The government has not yet responded
to the accusation.

The arrest has also set off alarm
bells in nationalist circles, which see
Sefilian’ sdetention aslinked to his posi-
tion on the Nagorno-Karabakh negotia-
tions. Recent statements from the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE), the talks' mediator,
indicatedthat the basic principles for the
resolution of the conflict are close to
beingfinalized.

A December 5 statement from the
OSCE after a meeting in Brussels be-
tweenthe Armenian and Azerbaijani for-
eign ministers urged both countries to
“double their efforts in the coming year
to finalize these basic principles as soon
as possible.”

Although possible breakthroughs
inthenegotiationsareregularly reported,
thistimeaflurry of other reports about a
possible deal suggest that certain agree-
ments are being reached, albeit behind
closed doors. Last month, for example,
the Russian newspaper Nezavisimaya
Gazeta added fuel to such speculation
when it published details of what it said

Zhirayr Sefilian

was the peace dea currently being dis-
cussed by the Armenian and A zerbaijani
sides. According to that information, as
well asperiodical leaksfrom both Arme-
nianand A zerbaijani officials, most of the
seven Azerbaijani regions currently un-
der Armenian control surrounding
Karabakh would be returned to Baku. A
40-kilometer wide “corridor” through
the strategic town of Lachin, now known
as Berdzor, would remain under Arme-
nian control, connecting Karabakh to
Armeniaproper.

Lending credibility to such specu-
lation are a series of articles published
thissummer by thelocal andinternational
media, including EurasiaNet, reporting
that the areaaround Lachin isexperienc-
ing a massive exodus of ethnic Arme-
nians. A few weeks after these reports
surfaced, Sefilian accused theauthorities
inY erevan and Stepanakert of pursuinga
deliberate policy to clear the region in
preparation for a concessionary peace
deal with Azerbaijan.

Speaking for the Protection of Lib-
erated Territories organization, Sefilian,
who holdstherank of aretired lieutenant
colonel, alleged that the population of
what isnow called the Kashatagh region
by Armenians had declined to 7,500. In
2001, the number of settlersin what are
theArmenian-controlledLachin, Zangelan
and Qubeatli regions of Azerbaijan was
around 15,000. A 2005 census, how-
ever, put the population at just under
10,000.

Official sources speaking to
EurasiaNet on condition of anonymity
put the number as low as 6,000.

In November, other groups of
Karabakhwar veteransalso madesimilar
accusations and threatened a campaign

of civil disobedience if any of these
territorieswerereturnedto Azerbaijan. A
written statement by one such group, the
Brotherhood of the Liberation Struggle,
urged all war veterans to unite “to save
Armeniaand Armenians and restore jus-
tice in all spheres. The lands that we
liberated arein danger today. Weurgeall
our compatriots. . . [to] stop our home-
land from falling into an abyss.”

The Armenian newspaper
Zhamanak Y erevan aready sees a con-
nection between Sefilian's arrest and
official fearsthat Karabakh war veterans
might involvethemselvesinpolitical life
ahead of next year’s parliamentary elec-
tions. “It was no coincidence that they
arrested Zhirayr Sefilian, arepresentative
of the defiant section of the freedom
fighters, on the same day that they ad-
vised members of the Y erkrapah Union
[of KarabakhWar V eterans] to stay away
from politics,” the paper wrote on De-
cember 12.

In March 2006, the Iravunk news-
paper reported that Sefilian had been
warned by the NSS to refrain from criti-
cism of the government’s position, and
of Defense Minister Serzh Sarkisian, at
the risk of possible expulsion from the
country. Another newspaper, Azg, simi-
larly quoted opposition politician Albert
Bazeyan as saying that “threats [...] to
deport Zhirayr Sefilian, former com-
mander of [the] Shushi battalion, is con-
ditioned by [...] recent tendenciesin the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict settlement.”

Undaunted by suchthreats, Sefilian
upped the antein July by calling a press
conference in which he declared that a
“group of former civil guardsmen” had
“already agreed upon certain stepswhich
will alow us take real and drastic mea-

suresto avert vote rigging at the coming
parliamentary and presidential elections.”
He also spoke of realizing a*“power shift
to avert the launching of a new military
conflict with Azerbaijan.”

Following Sefilian’ sarrest, theNSS
issued a written statement stating that it
had irrefutable proof that the ex-com-
mander was planning an armed uprising
to “prod the country’s opposition into
staging violent anti-government pro-
tests.” No evidence to support thisclaim
has yet been made available, however.

Few analysts believe that the Ar-
menian or Azerbaijani presidents would
risk a nationalist backlash over a deal
ahead of sensitiveparliamentary andpresi-
dential polls in both countries during
2007 and 2008. However, with the lack
of public evidence against Sefilian and a
recent assertion by Azerbaijani President
ITham Aliyev that negotiations are enter-
ingtheir final phase, suspicionsabout the
authorities' actions continue to grow.

“1 don’t excludethe possihility that
he was arrested in connection with the
liberated lands, but | don’t think that any
document connected with Karabakh will
be signed in the near future,” one of
Sefilian’s associates, Armen Aghaian,
stated on December 13. Commented
opposition parliamentarian Grigor
Harutiunian, secretary of the People's
Party: The government’ s handling of the
case against Sefilian provides “the basis
for some serious conclusions.”

Onnik Krikorian is a freelance
journalist and photographer working
for avariety of publicationsand inter-
national organizations in Armenia.
He has a blog at http://
onewor |d.blogsome.com.

Azeri POW RefusingRepatriation

STEPANAKERT -- AnAzerbaijani
soldier who was taken prisoner by
Karabakh Armenian forces earlier this
month claims to have been badly mis-
treated by his commanders and fellow
conscripts and does not want to be repa-
triated, according to the authorities in
Stepanakert.

Vusa Gargjayev reportedly crossed
intotheArmenian-controlledterritory east
of Karabakh on December 7. The Inter-
national Committee of the Red Crosshas
since been trying to negotiate his repa-
triation.

Inthewordsof Arkady Ghukasian,
president of Nagorno-Karabakh Repub-
lic, the19-year-old* consciously crossed”
the heavily fortified frontline to escape
systematic hazing at the hands of other
Azerbaijani servicemen.

“According to his accounts regis-
tered by representativesof theRed Cross,

hewasregularly and continuously beaten
by fellow soldiers,” Ghukasian told re-
portersin Yerevan.

“That soldier hasbeen placed at the
disposal of the International Committee
of the Red Cross which is holding nego-
tiations with relevant structures in
Azerbaijan,” hesaid. “Atleast until now,
he has said that he doesnot want to return
home because he does not want to again
face the people who beat him and be-
cause he fears government retribution.”

Prisoner-taking happens regularly
along the Armenian-Azerbaijan line of
contact in circumstances that are not
always trivial. In some cases, soldiers
were clearly not captured by force. In
January 2005, for example, four Arme-
nian soldiers who spent severa months
inAzerbaijani captivity werearrested and
prosecuted immediately their repatria-
tion.
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New York Times Book Review

Turkey’sKilling Fields

ASHAMEFUL ACT
The Armenian Genocide and the
Question of Turkish Responsibility.
By Taner Akcam.
Trandated by Paul Bessemer.
483 pp. Metropolitan Books/Henry
Holt & Company. $30.

In July 1915, the American am-
bassador to the Ottoman Empire sent
Washington a harrowing report about
the Turks' “systematic attempt to up-
root peaceful Armenian populations.”
He described “terrible tortures, whole-
sale expulsions and deportations from
one end of the Empire to the other
accompanied by frequent instances of
rape, pillage and murder, turning into
massacre.” A month later, the ambas-
sador, Henry Morgenthau— thegrand-
father of the Manhattan district attor-
ney, Robert M. Morgenthau — warned
of an “attempt to exterminate a race.”

The Young Turk nationalist cam-
paign against the empire’s Armenian
subjects was far too enormous to be
ignored at the time. But decades of
government-backed denial have cre-
ated what amountsto atabooin Turkey
today. Instead of admitting genocide,
Turkish officials contend the Arme-
nians were a dangerous fifth column
that colluded with Russiain World War
I; many Armeniansmay havedied, they
say, but therewas no organized slaugh-
ter. Turkish writerswho challenge this
line, like the novelists Orhan Pamuk
and Elif Shafak, have risked prosecu-
tion for insulting Turkishidentity. And
on the diplomatic front, when Turkey
should be polishing its credentials for
eventual European Union membership,
itismiredinhistorical fights; thisMay,
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for instance, it pulled out of a NATO
military exercise to protest the Cana-
dian prime minister’ sacknowledgment
of the genocide.

“A Shameful Act: The Armenian
Genocide and the Question of Turkish
Responsibility,” by Taner Akcam, isa
Turkish blast against this national de-
nial. A historian and former leftist ac-
tivist now teaching at the Center for
Holocaust and Genocide Studies at the
University of Minnesota, Akcamis of -
ten described asthefirst Turkish scholar
to call the massacres genocide, and his
impressiveachievement hereisto shine
fresh light on exactly why and how the
Ottoman Empire deported and slaugh-
tered the Armenians. He directly chal-
lenges the doubters back home, basing
his powerful book on Turkish sources
in the old Ottoman script — including
the failed Ottoman war crimes tribu-
nals held after World War I. Although
he bolsters his case with material from

the American, British and German ar-
chives, he writes that the remaining
Ottoman records are enough to show
that the ruling party’s central commit-
tee“did deliberately attempt to destroy
the Armenian population.”

Akcamclosely linksthe 1915 geno-
cide with World War |. The Unionists,
as the nationalist |eaders were known,
dreaded the partition of their empire by
the European great powers. Not only
did they suspect the Armenians of dan-
gerous disloyalty, Akcam writes, but
massacres of Muslimsin Christian re-
gions of the faltering empire before
World War | had fostered a desire for
vengeance.

While never excusing the atroci-
ties, Akcam does argue that the Turk-
ishleaderschose genocideinamood of
stark desperation. Staggered by a se-
riesof early military defeats, and by the
Allied onslaught at Gallipoli, they fully
expected their empire — driven out of
so much of its vast territories over the
past two centuries — to collapse. The
Turkish heartland of Anatolia was
threatened — as was Constantinople.

The fiercest Ottoman enemy was
Russia, which had nearly seized
Constantinople in abloody 1877-78 war
and had a storied history of trying to
foment uprisings against Ottoman rule.
The Turkish nationalist line puts great
weight on the internal menace of pro-
Russian Armenians. But Akcam argues
that there wasllittle real danger from the
Armenian uprisings, which were limited
and directed mostly against the deporta-
tions. (British officias considered the
Armenians militarily useless and thus
refused to encourage the uprisings.)
Akcam allows that the evacuation of
Armenians may have been justified by
military necessity in areas where the
Armenianrevol utionarieswerestrong—
but not throughout the empire.

The killings were a colossal un-

dertaking. Paramilitaries and Interior
Ministry gendarmes slaughtered Ar-
menians en masse, while the Interior
Ministry under Talat Pasha, who coor-
dinated the campaign, arranged for the
deportation of untold thousands more
to the blazing Syrian deserts. Many of
the deportees were massacred along
the way, and those who survived were
left without food, shelter or medicine,
in what Akcam calls “deliberate exter-
mination.” Akcam cites Ottoman Inte-
rior Ministry papersthat chillingly call
for keeping Armenianstolessthan 5 or
10 percent of the population. A post-
war Turkish investigation found that
some 800,000 Armenians perished.
After the war, Britain pressured
the defeated Ottoman government into
setting up its own war crimes tribu-
nals. Mustafa Kemal Ataturk himself,
the founder of the present Turkish
republic, once said that the Unionist
leaders “should have been brought to
account for the lives of millions of our
Christian subjects ruthlessly driven en
masse from their homes and massa-
cred.” Today, thosewho deny the geno-
cide have to dismissthese trial records
as mere victor’'s justice. Akcam uses
the records as important evidence,
though he frowns on Britain’s imperi-
alist ambitions and cultural biases.
This dense, measured and foot-
note-heavy book poses a stern chal-
lenge to modern Turkish polemicists,
and if thereisany responseto be made,
it can be done only with additional
primary research in the archival
records.In1919, aBritishgeneral hoped
the Ottoman war crimes trials would
“dispel the fog of illusions prevailing
throughout the country.” Eighty-seven
years later, the murk still lingers.
Gary J. Bass, the author of “ Stay
the Hand of VVengeance: The Politics of
War Crimes Tribunals,” is writing a
book on humanitarian intervention.

Recent announcements by
Azerbaijan and Armenia have spurred
hopes that a Nagorno-K arabakh peace
settlement is within reach. But on a
windswept Karabakh military post
northwest of the disputed territory’s
capital, Stepanakert, the struggle over
this self-declared state seems far from
over.

At this position, roughly 300 to
400 meters from the Azerbaijani lines,
exchanges of gunfire are adaily occur-
rence, soldiers said. A seven-person
unit that is refreshed every seven days
staffs the post. An Azerbaijani sniper
recently killed a Karabakhi soldier not
far from here.

In a recent tour of the frontline
organized for international journalists
by Nagorno-Karabakh’s de facto Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, officers were
reluctant to discuss their views on the
ongoing Karabakh negotiations and on
the potential impact of a settlement on
the separatist government and military
they serve.

"That's for the politicians,” said
one army representative, a veteran of
the 1988-1994 conflict with Azerbaijan
who gave his name as Artur, when
asked to comment about recent an-
nouncements of a breakthrough in the
negotiations. “ Themilitary doesn’t mix
with politics. Nor should we, right?
We'll do what we're told.”

The size of the Karabakh army is
“a state secret,” officials say, and in-
formation about the defense budget is

Nagor no-K ar abakh: OldWounds, Daily Gunfire
Journalistsget aguided look at theNagor no-K ar abakh frontline

by ZoePowell

not readily available. A 2005 report by
the International Crisis Group, how-
ever, cites an unnamed official in
Nagorno-Karabakh’sY erevan mission
who stated that the army has 20,000
soldiers. Another source cited in the
report, a U.S. military expert, put the
number at 18,500 soldiers.

Along with military hardware,
Armeniaisthought to provide some of
the troops in the Karabakh defense
force. Former Armenian conscriptsin-
terviewed by Crisis Group representa-
tivesin Y erevan reported that they had
been sent to serve in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Conscripts serving at the front-
linepost, ableak collection of trenches,
observation hut, one-room office and
one-room living quarters, asserted that
they came from Nagorno-Karabakh,
adding that they were there “to serve
the homeland.” A clock with a large
image of Jesus dominates the office
visually, standing across from a Rus-
sian-language wall poster describing
how to fight tuberculosis.

"Thisisn't the American army,”
oneDefense Ministry representativeon
hand for the tour commented with a
laugh about the stark scene. “This is
the Karabakh army. They have to be

tough.”

Y oung men in Karabakh are re-
quired to serve two years in the mili-
tary. The government says conscripts
are paid 3,000 Armenian drams per
month (about $6.83) for “extras.” Army
representatives detailed a long list of
food items, including first and second
courses, salad, and soup for dinner,
reportedly brought in to feed frontline
soldiers daily, and — indicating one
particularly bulky conscript — claimed
that they’ re fed meat each day.

An academy “with a military in-
clination” exists in Stepanakert, but
students who wish to serve as officers
intheNagorno-Karabakh army dotheir
training in Y erevan, an army represen-
tative said. Plans exist, however, to
openamoreformal military academy in
Karabakh, where students would be
taught, “asin Tsarist Russia,” foreign
languages and ballroom dancing along
with their regular course of study, he
said.

SLOW RECOVERY
Twelve years after the cease-fire
agreement that ended the 1988-1994
war over the territory, ruined houses
and other buildings still dot the land-
scape outside of Stepanakert. Themili-

tary did not allow photos to be taken,
but the images seen suggest a conflict
indelibly engraved inresidents’ minds.

The economy appears to be recovering
slowly, but independently verifiable
economic data is unavailable. At a 6
December parliamentary session, de
facto Minister of Economy and Fi-
nance Spartak Tevosian reported that
Karabakh's gross domestic product
expanded by 20.8 percent for the first
nine months of 2006, as compared
with the same period in 2005, reaching
$97.4 million, the Armenian news bul -
letin serviceDeFactoreported. Monthly
salaries average around 36,605 Arme-
nian drams, or about $83.38, the min-
ister claimed.

Primarily an agrarian society,
Karabakhis are returning to cultivating
vineyards and wheat fields. A gold
mine opened in 2002, and construction
projects, including a new parliament
building and adjoining hotel, can be
seen throughout Stepanakert, often fi-
nanced by diaspora Armenians. The
separatist leadership is also putting in-
creased emphasis on tourism: the gov-
ernment claimsthat in 2006 some 3,750
foreign tourists visited this rugged re-
gion, prized among Armenians for its
monasteries and churches, and that the
number of such visits is steadily in-
creasing.

Security concerns remain fore-

Continued on page4
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OECD UrgesArmeniaToCrack Down OnBribery

The Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development urged
Armeniato crack down on a“tradition
of bribe-giving” in areport on Monday
which passed severe judgment on the
handling of corruption.

The OECD said: “To tackle the
pervasive tradition of bribe-giving in
Armenia, the leadership of the country
needs to lead and support anti-corrup-
tion efforts through a combination of
law enforcement, further legal reform
and public education campaigns.”

Armenia had taken several steps
to improve action against corruption,
the OECD said, but “the number of
convictions for corruption is low, es-
pecially for high-ranking officials, and
more efforts must be made to investi-
gate allegations and bring cases to
court”. Agencies responsible for en-
forcing the law and for controlling

financial activitieshadtoimprovetheir
co-operation and measureswere needed
to “cut abuse of the system for declar-
ing giftsand assetsby public officials”.

However, thereport, by the OECD
anti-corruption network for Eastern
Europeand Central Asia, saidthat since
2004 Armenia had taken steps to im-
proveitscriminal laws, adopting abroad
definition of who was a public official
and making bribery a criminal act.

Controlson money laundering had
been strengthened. Procedures for the
award of public-sector contracts had
been improved.

"However, many of the above
measures are only initial steps in the
right direction and much remainsto be
done to ensure integrity in the civil
service and to reduce the burden of
corruption in various spheres of public
and business life.”

ArmeniaSeeksl nter national Condemnation Of
Monument Destruction

The Armenian g
government has [FE&=
launched a traveling [
photo exhibition of s =&
what it claims is de- =i "
struction of monu- [# =28
ments at an ethnic Ar- S
menian cemetery inthe §
Azerbaijani region of fas
Nakhichevan.

"The Armenian |:
side intends to get in- | i
ternational condemna- |
tion of the destruc- g
tion,” Foreign Minister
Vartan Oskanian said
Tuesday.

The monuments in question are
intricate stone-carved crosses in the
cemetery at Jugha - alternately known
as Djulfe - in Nakhichevan, an exclave
wedged between Armeniaand Iran and
Turkey.

Armenia claims Azerbaijani sol-
diershave systematically destroyed the
crosses. Photos aimed at supporting
the claim are currently being shown in
Strasbourg, France, and will be moved
to a new city every two months.

Foreign Minister OskanianMeetslranianLeaders

Continued frompagel

eign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki. The
two men praised the ongoing construc-
tion of apipelinethat will supply Arme-
niawith Iranian natural gas and athird
transmission line that will link the two
countries’ power grids, the statement
said.

Another Iranian news agency,
Fars, reported in that regard that
Ahmadinejad*” stressed theneed to speed
up” work on the pipeline' sfirst Arme-
nian section which is financed from a
$35million Iranian loan.

Armenianofficialssaid earlier that
it will be complete by December 20.
But speaking to journalists after talks
with Oskanian, Mottaki was reported
to say that the 40-kilometer sectionwill
not come on stream before next March.

Itisnot clear if the two ministers
discussed the Armenian government’s
plans to incorporate the pipelineinto a
Russian-controlled company that runs
Armenia’s gas distribution network.
Iranian diplomatsin Y erevan have said
that this can not happen without
Tehran’s consent.

Oskanian also met with Iranian
parliament speaker Gholamali Haddad
Adel and Ali Larijani, a top security
official in charge of the Islamic
Republic’s controversial nuclear pro-
gram criticized by the West. Larijani
was reported to brief Oskanian on “the
latest developments relating to Iran’s
nuclear program.”

“AtAli Larijani’ srequest, Minis-
ter Oskanian presented the current
phase of negotiations on the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict,” the statement said.

U.S. Voices ‘Solidarity’ With Armenian Rights Defenders

Continued frompagel

mestic,” he told RFE/RL. “We have
only ourselves to blame for that.”

But Danielian disagreed, saying
that Western powers“ could and should
have done more” to bring Yerevan to
task. “I expect tougher action from
them,” said the chairman of the Arme-

nian Helsinki Assembly.

Interestingly, the meeting at the
U.S. missionin Armeniacoincided with
the professional holiday of theemploy-
ees of the National Security Service
(NSS), the Armenian successor to the
Soviet KGB. It markstheestablishment
on December 20, 1917 of the VChK,
Bolshevik Russia’'s infamous secret

ChristmasM essage
By Andrew Torigian, Executive Director of the AMAA

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” (Luke 2:15)

The response of the shepherds to the Good News of the Angel wasto leave
their fields and travel through the night to Bethlehem to witness the
birth of Christ, bring their gifts, celebrate and share the joy of this
great event. It was that important to them.

How important is it to us? Do we, as individuals, share this great event
with others? Despite the tremendous strides taken in recent years to make
the gospel understandable to people, there are huge amounts of humanity
that have yet to hear the Good News.

We must remember that Jesus Christ is too precious for us to keep to
ourselves. We must disseminate the wonderful event that occurred 2006
years ago. Let us tell all we come in contact with that “God sent His Son
into the world in order that the world might be saved through Him.” (John

3:17).

The Kings of Kings and Lord of Lords was born to bring salvation to
mankind. We, as Armenian Christians, should propagate our faith. Let us
extend ourselves as part of God’s hands to reach those in need especially

in our homeland Armenia

Be acarrier of “good tidings of great joy to all people”.

"Krisdos dzenav yev haidnetza, tzeze, mezi

Medz Avedis.”

Christ is born and is revealed, good tidings to you and to us.

Nagor no-K ar abakh: Old Wounds, Daily Gunfire
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mostin Karabakhis minds. Interviewed
residentsroutinely cited maintaining an
adequate defense against Azerbaijan,
which formerly controlled Nagorno-
Karabakh, as their territory’s largest
problem. Many cast a doubtful eye on
the return of the seven territories sur-
rounding their region to Azerbaijani
control.

"If Armenia frees those territo-
ries, without a doubt, then, Azerbaijan
should takereciprocal steps and recog-
nize our independence or, in the worst
case, recognize our right to a free
choice,” commented Vahram Atanesian,
chairman of the Nagorno-Karabakh
parliament’s foreign affairs commit-
tee. “We went toward independence
because it was the best way to guaran-
tee our security.”

Whilewar veterans, refugeesfrom
Azerbaijan and long-term residentsin-
terviewed by EurasiaNet all spoke out
strongly against any resumption of
armed hostilitieswith Azerbaijan, feel -

ings were mixed about the return of
Azerbaijani refugees to this predomi-
nantly ethnic Armenian land. The gov-
ernment of Azerbaijan has insisted on
such a right of return as one of the
conditions for a lasting peace resolu-
tion with Armenia.

"There’'s no chance we can live
together now,” said octogenarian Areg
Oganisian, an Azeri-speaking ethnic
ArmenianrefugeefromtheAzerbaijani
town of Sumgait who returned to his
family village outside of the Karabakhi
town of Shushi after the 1988 pogrom
against Armenians in Sumgait. “But |
also can't say that all Azerbaijanis are
bad. They are civilized, too . . . . If it
hadn’t been for Sumgait, we could
have worked things out, but Sumgait
was a detonator.”

"We took Karabakh by blood,”
said aKarabakh war veteran, who gave
his name as Artur. “How will there not
be a war if Azerbaijan tries to take it
back?’

Zoe Powell is a pseudonym
for ajournalist based in Thilisi

police which historians blame for the
deaths of millions of people.

Robert Kocharian, who reinstated
the Soviet-era holiday after coming to
power in 1998, used the occasion to
award medals to the entire leadership
of the NSS. Among the 17 decorated
officers were the agency’s director,
Gorik Hakobian, and the head of a
hitherto unknown NSS directorate
tasked with protecting “constitutional
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order” and combating terrorism.
Kocharian’ s office said they were deco-
rated for their “considerable contribu-
tion” to Armenia’ s national security.
Ishkhanian scoffed at the official
explanation, saying that the ex-KGB’s
main function is to help the Kocharian
administration stifle dissent and hold on
to power. “ Thisceremony only testified
to the deplorable state of human rights
protection in Armenia,” he charged.
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Upd. Mhpdtpwn - Swpk 0-1 Itppw MGnLhGa-UjGe. dpwbpdnpp 1-0
enpwhtu-Tpniplwpp 0-0 dwpwupp Mpkpdpa - dnpuynipy - 241

SUJ Uwylg - MwytinG UhiGhtu 04
Unwowwnwp funtdptipnL nwuwenpndp

dwpwnpp Npkydph 17 11 3 3 47-22 36
Cuw|pt-04 17 11 3 3 2917 36
Muw)tnpG UhtGptu 17 10 3 4 30-19 33
GpnLplupp 17 9 5 3 28-19 32
3Gppw MEn G 17 7 6 4 28-24 27
M. Lhdptippnigpb 17 7 4 6 28-24 25
Lhiptdwpny 17 4 11 2 21-16 23

hSULPNE UNULTLNRA-PRT
huwhwih $nipynih wnwelniptwb 16-pn hwbqpniwbh dpgnidGtpndG

wnnhtGpltpp

NLnhGbqk - Lwihwph 3-1  Uupnih-f@nphGo 0-2
DhnpkGehGu - U. UE. UhpwG 2-2  bGptp UhwG - UGuhGuw 2-0
Lwpwlhw - tdthnih 0-0  MEshlw - Uwdwnnphw 0-1
dwpdw - LhtiLo 2-2  LpynpGo - Lwgho 1-1
UhtGw - UpwwGpw 1-1 U. Eu. Nndw - Quwtipdo 4-0
Unwowwnuwn funtdpbpne nwuwinpnidp

hGpkp Uhpwa 16 13 3 0 34-14 42
U. fu. Nndw 16 11 2 3 36-14 35
Quybpdo 16 10 1 5 30-22 31
Pwpwlhw 16 6 5 4 21-26 23
Lwgho 16 7 4 5 26-14 22
Upwjwlpw 16 5 6 5 25-25 21
LhynpGo 16 5 6 5 16-19 21

SrULOU8P UMNULLNRAPRL
Spwluwih nipwynih wnwolniptiwb 18-pn hwhqpniwbh dpgnudGtpnia

wpnhtGpltipp

LwGuh - Uwnuky) 2.0  UtGp tphth-dwjwGuht 3-0
Lp UwGu - @ntiniq 2-0  Luwlp-Tnpwo 0-0
Mpak - @pnLw 1-1 Oputn - Lophw( 2-1
UpuiwG - Lhy 2.0 Lwbu-Lhnb 04
UnGuwpo - Uno 3-0 Quwphq ULG dtipdkl - Lhu 0-0
Unwowwnwn funtdptipnt nwuwtnpnidp

LhnG 18 16 1 1 39-11 49
Lw(Gu 18 9 6 3 26-19 32
UtGp EphtG 18 9 4 5 30-21 31
Lht 18 8 6 3 26-16 30
Unjo 18 8 6 5 21-21 30
Lwhuh 18 8 5 5 16-13 29
Uwinuty 18 8 3 7 23-18 27

UM0vhN8 UNULTLNRA-PRT
UwwGhwjh $nipwynih wnwelnipbiwb 15-nn hwbgpniwbh dpgnidGbpnch

wnnhtGpltpp

Uwynppw - NwuhGy 1-2  EuthwGhny - Nfwp Uwwnphwn 0-1
Uwpwynuw - YwGhuphw 0-1 3nibJw -UbLhw 1-3
Stith. LnpnLlw - UpLtip. Mhpwywo 0-2 Mtwy Unuhtw - YhdGwuphp 3-2
Jhrquntwy - OuwuntbGw 14 Upltp. Uwwnphw - Ubpwdt 1-0
Lawapk - UG pw Yhyo 1-1

Unwowwnwn funtdptipnt nwuwtnpnidp

utLhyw 15 11 1 3 31-15 34
MunubinGw 14 10 3 1 33-11 33
Ntw) Uwwnphwin 15 10 2 3 26-10 32
Up|tip. Uwwnphwn 15 8 3 4 20-11 27
Uwpwynuw 15 8 2 5 28-18 26
JwGluhw 15 7 3 5 20-14 24
Utipwdt 15 6 4 5 11-10 22
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Jessica Demirdjian
Realtar

Prudential

California Realty
2815 Mira Mesa Bled
San Diego, CA. 52131
Bus B5E 653 6400
Fax: B58 653 6440
Call: 519.845.7738
Cadl: 7B0.B22 GET3

jessicadiprusd com

Suite 100
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FhindGuwinn Ubgbwy, Lnivwznn Uwwaquy:
Proud Past, Exciting Future.

NEW YEAR'S EVE DINNER-DANCE

ORGANIZED BY AGBU - AYA GLENDALE-PASADENA CHAPTER

CNTTRIAIMMENT & SURPRISES

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2006 - 8:00pPM

AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER
2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA, CA 91104

Music by D] Heartbeat * Catering by La Fogata
Special Program and Menu for Children in a Separate Hall

Adults $75 | Children 12 and under %35 / Children 5 and under Free

RSVP - LIMITED SEATING
Call the AGBU Alex Manoogian Center (6206) 794-7942

AGBU 2007 SUMMER INTERN PROGRAMS

iE et R EE
-\.P. T

i Iy -: x __.-r'. -... e =
SUMMER INTERNSHIP APP"LITIDNS BEING ACCEPTED NOW.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, EMAIL NYSIP@AGBU.ORG

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

Bank of Orange County is a full service bank prepared to
meet the needs of both small and large businesses. ':c""'t“t:_
Gus Ghusaynl

L..*E} BANKab ORANGE COUNTY  commarcial Real Estate Senior Vice President
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