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COMTACT: Razrmig B18-5%90-28214

HOMENMEN

PREEEMTS

oiG el LVOT

January 13-15, 2007

HOMENMEN is hosting it's annual Big Bear Winter Trip. Bring your family and friends

along and join the fun from Saturday January 13 to Monday January 15
(Martin Luther King Holiday)

212 5/Adult
85/Child

Includes:
Room/Board
Food

Games

Live Music




EQ 6 - CUPU@, MGUSEULEN 30, 2006

u2qus3bu

15/ AUANE sNUu.abM UUSGUL UL
«uNaNu ohuuruuuucsns»

M14S. 2U.REY U.. RLU8.
UrLNrUu.vbly

'l,n[1 Ul;pnl_iul_ I]‘zwl[nl_[;w![li:
U, [lnl_ﬂliwi: wmbiuuuilim Bwpnl_ /fr'[u.i:

Skp PunpfFbutsy iy spunlpurisf
St pluts Swghpbt bnwgfip 8y

qnﬂ nL”nLlyilul”[lpbl”L lull[’[JE nmL=-
Surlifip8 Ulpmpugpulptp hpogpbd,
«Undbnl U frumpui-Uwyinng », pu-
Lp np qpppt uhhgpl ne fbpfp §9bp
wiyrg Swufile; Profwbigulyng [d i $fi-
Swils ffpoug b np lyuwiahbigf b=
phb nfrungrun [Fhip (P

e dp bpp hp g gf bposfugf
Sy l.uluupnllnl_ﬂlnuil 1”;2 «ﬂll[_'
Swlniwl ngquigf» wmwngp, pnnpn-

ff fiu bnpuguign ke Uhpalishs qpne-
[Pl dp puptfls, Snl pulbijmps o
qupnbnckp  mgncl Swlnowl «f
g fd Swppop boftuwlimuncl [Frcw-
hwtifils, b SwSwpny wid p np wigh
nl_/¢7 ll.lLlil[lil» Lnblllillnl_[;[u_ila, wyr=
nki fpuly hp qugpniinckp twke d6-
nwgppl gpn [Fhwl [Fncwlpulip pom
41”({411141”2! l.nnlfulp[l‘ 870+8=878,
npncl fpuyg 561 gnidwpbynd hp
wnwgnef Bphunnufi Procwlpuifi
1429 wnwp frla:

Uwinbwip hp  podwiguhk
Nunslyfr, [PrurpSots, QpopSuk pfr, [k~
nowgf b fpwgopSuk pfy i wilig byt
hupgbpp, hupbinpn [Fhudp Uy b=
i ke np whinlp fpbuyg pupily ne
busfubinsgngls pligpphibpnd o bbp-
Ly Uwzmngbbpa: Qbnwgfpp wii-
g gf il wndbnls grnpéwéne [Fhul
wfnf pypmp Spomnkp puiSutigf
le 4Lu1fl.ul1:

Bwhp L9 E, niip 172 [Fhpfd,
wuiljuis [Fhp[Fhpn® ulfigpll b
fbpQuwnpn [FEULL, bppbdi wy [Jhp-
[Phpne wiincd fi Sbinbicwt pryf wilintp
dbnmgph dp ypuwlp ko Ubpgp-
e b mppbp gpfish dp Rbnpnll'
(% sbmmquigf bpbghbpbt dfu fp
qpwé hwd qnwé U‘Luzmngtil wrih=-
lnl[ zlbmblltuér £ wiyu Klin_l.uq.p[ﬂl 1)‘!;2:
Yngdl Swlbun £ &bn_mq_ﬁpu gl
fpusst gy frusnfips [Freglungfipbipp puspd-
prpuwly U be owwlpugly StwdEuf
prypp ey qpfioenp L9kpnch:
FpnefFhihip prpnpapp b, ghguem-
whniiiibpp $hwl: Voo [dp [Foog[d £
/73 ZLUI{IE‘ 15x10 uif; Fnlnpnl{[lil ey
wlig plibipne ff puy gpnowé Bu, flig-
ui!;u «W[ﬁl, ]l]l.uZLuanp Fl.url» (llJ.Ll-
uwplnuil) npnlip wpdbp s 5 ubplju-
[uuq,z.u!ﬁil, &bn_uul.pﬁir ﬁ'[:“:[uuilﬁ J;—g
Yy prapduils bplne « flgpsbpp, d i
«Yuuly [Fugdwl UuPbglngy», b
Sheup' «flgp  [Fugdwl wngugh,

npni:g Zbil Luilgw& muiuu}pluul Cﬁil
l[uu? i:np I]‘l.llzlﬂﬂgilban J;—g |78
whéuwliofF ki dhgf: Quiintp Swpl
4— uu)’FangnL[fr'liuufF l.uiuy.m?nl_luil JE
41.u1)’1u[1 prmwpwl[lil [1 :Hlunnl_[;[u_i:
F:uiuuul‘[:i:l;pnl_ /73 LHuul[luiu.uq_;-Ln-
illipnl_, mpnuu& Ell‘"l”‘l Luilnilg
qbptlzyu!nl_il n8l no Fnl[wiul_l.ul[nl_-
[hetp, mulibtofply qpuspup (bqmend
LH-lnLluér: u[um.u:}pl;lnll qu.lilﬂil# lli[l-
m[l nl_lll.up[[lihg b[lﬂLlll.lllZ;‘ly nLp
«U[Inil» w:fqup[lil 17!;2 ZnLu’lnl[
[y l[ﬂ wnbiutibir; ]'lul[ Snu ll/ll.l[llﬂl.llll,-
plnf mnrlbp L?l‘uu!i:, e 41.u1?1.ul1
iuu[ul.uﬁwzlullﬁ Iy q.npr lzwiuuu-
mlnl SnL /fr'lnui:g:

«Nnp PwniwhG Snwjh»

Upwphg0 wpwpwéng dtiq pwp-
JuguL.

pwngpp pGniphtl wunniwéw-
JhG dbkq nwnGwgwt.

untppb hptinkG wyuop jtpyGhg
nmwpwdébguwt.

hniplG h wGEG wuwnnLwéw)hG

pnppnpbtigwt:

Gnnty nt Jwjy hwqwup ptGpwa

uuunhu

T =

b e B R

et i e e oAl S g T By
H bt WS S et
i-!.ll-‘\-:,- i g g -.-..:l-'i-ﬁ-nr...:-\. resial
s gy -:..',.,._._,.:-_:,_.g-‘.'._".,_'_:f. il

_n'-"::"..-'—\-:;-\.;';": :'-I:-.-.'i.-_,ﬂ!-.,ﬂ-\.-u.-'_n.l': _r‘F\-"_. o
F 3

Pt fah B G s ek
el v e e i wa? e s ]
L Y - r_ﬁ.:'{..-;-....,_,:..._?.-
'!.'F—.-n:u:-mwfu'ﬂvauq:-:-l'-%ﬁ"—h o - -l |
i i m;ai-;';'r.-l'_.—w.ﬁ-w-im;
S R R SR e W e

et T Ry R AT e S

e 4 e -ﬂ:.:...-'..:'.r_ﬁ:...-..-a.'.. Lmn |
Y 1'._._.-.r,-mlm'.._'-'_,_;|-' B
_.-....-5.."“-._5_‘.._';_.._{_.. §gh T Ll s gy |
el fape bl o gk Ly
|

» [y

e —

i T T P R e )

B 2 .I‘-_'_In.f-l.f,.u.. [ SR IR

i i S Sl e i Libas M
et b g ot o
e T gl e s ;_\_.._,I-\..J_'..-'J'I__J o

oo e N g L £ sl Sl
gt 57 el Ay

Lrd s -|-u:-\.t‘.ﬁ.: u.r'_._.-"_h'.\_.!_.. "'"‘l"'l.": oy
L S N T
yreiani o M ] o —_."";'1'5"?
&a#..m’.f;#m.fet'ﬂmﬂf"
*_:.-.,,-!;_:;.,.; eorasrat e shefess_ru e
g it 6T Al bl
g ) b et s s T PRI
bl i _.-_._'-:_-...I___.-:___,'_?.._'ﬁl, £F
e bl g B iy A L
Epuplafplt: ;.Z.".q-'.-'.-.-.'.u,-.-s,-'-:-,_,-.f-::-:',c-{_ﬂ"-'-i:::l
L B Y T - i 8

'1.__.._.1;__|._.l: R .

e '|

R e,

qhls qnpdtigwt.

Gnpwwuwy hwpul nt thGuwh
pwdwhbtguwLt.

pwbh dwhniy dnpdnpwih hhnn
nwnpauwt.

GL pt pwOh dwyp npnGdkn dnp-
unpbtigwt:

uaatn mpnwypb h hptunwyka
fungtiw| |hGhG.

GL pwiwihG jwnebL 6GnnhG
nnnpdwaqha.

wnhnnnpd h ghpypu donh Gniw-
ntha.

npwtu dwnhy quplulwjhG
pwnwikha:

«Nnp dwul Pwniwb LOpLghL-

Gup.p kp 15

Homenwen Ladles Sociefy

New Year s Eve Dinwer Dance
Quﬂdag. Decenher 3lst 2006

Starting at 8O0pm
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NicholasBurns: BushAdministration Never Denied
Murdersof 1.5MillionArmenians

Under Secretary of State Nicholas
Burns said that the Bush administration
has never denied the murders of 1.5
millionArmenians.” Despitesomeclaims
to the contrary, neither Ambassador-
designate Hoagland nor theadministra-
tion has ever minimized or denied the
fact or the extent of theannihilationand
forced exile of asmany as 1.5. million
ethnic Armenians in the final years of
the Ottoman Empire,” Under Secretary
of State Nicholas Burns wrote.

The letter was provided to The
Associated Press by a congressional
aide, who requested anonymity because

the administration had not agreed to its
release. Early thismonth, Senator Rob-
ert Menendez and the Senate's top
Democrat, Harry Reid of Nevada, wrote
a letter to U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice asking the Bush ad-
ministration to withdraw the nomina-
tion.

“It would be a shame for the
entire Foreign Service should Ambas-
sador-designate Hoagland, an experi-
enced diplomat with a distinguished
record of service, be denied confirma-
tion due to past disagreements over
Ambassador Evans.” the letter says.

Matthew BryzaVowsM oreK ar abakh Efforts
I n 2007

International mediators will con-
tinueto pressfor apeaceful settlement of
the Nagorno-Karabakh next year despite
parliamentary elections in Armenia, a
senior U.S. administration official was
reported to say late Monday.

In an interview with the Armenian
Mediamax news agency, Deputy Assis-
tant Secretary of State Matthew Bryza
saidthefailureby Armeniaand Azerbaijan
to strikeapeace deal in 2006 did not shut
a rare “window of opportunity” in the
protracted negotiating process.

" Theco-chairs[of theOSCE Minsk
Group] will continue to work with the
two sides, even as campaign season
begins for the 2007 parliamentary elec-
tionsin Armenia,” Bryzawas quoted as
saying. “We will work together quietly,
but we hopeto continue making progress
on the details of the basic principles that
the two sides still need to agree upon.”

Bryza, who co-chairs the Minsk
Group together with senior French and
Russian diplomats, insisted last July that
the 2007 pollsaswell presidential ballots
due in both Armenia and Azerbaijan in
2008 are not an insurmountabl e obstacle
to peace. He argued that the ruling re-
gimesin Yerevan and Baku could actu-
ally win votes if they find a mutually
acceptable solution to the dispute.

US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
MatthewBryza

“1 would arguethat the electionsin
Armenia and Azerbaijan don’t pose an
obstacletoreachinganagreement,” Bryza
told RFE/RL inaninterview. “They just
posean additional complicatingfactor ...
If the presidents succeed, with our help
asmediators, infinalizingand eliminating
the final differences with regard to this
framework agreement, and if they come
up with an agreement that's mutually
acceptable, that should be a plus in an
election.

"That's a huge achievement that
should actually help political leadersand
their parties to win votes.”

President Bush SignsExport-Import BillintoLaw
Blocking FundsFor Railroad BypassingArmenia

Washington, DC - The US Gov-
ernment hasenacted alegislation prohib-
iting funding for arailroad linking Tur-
key, Azerbaijan and Georgia while by-
passing Armenia. The bill was signed
into law as part of a comprehensive
measure known as the Export-lmport
Bank Reauthorization Act of 2006.

Thelegislationincluded anamend-
ment by Senators Robert Menendez
(D-NJ) and Rick Santorum (R-PA)
ensuring that no Export-Import fund-
ingisusedfor arail linewhich seeksto
isolate Armenia from economic and
regional transportation corridors. The
provision mirrors the South Caucasus
Integration and Open Railroads Act,
which was introduced in both Houses

with the support of the Armenian As-
sembly.

In a statement to the Armenian
Assembly, the Co-Chairs of the Con-
gressional Caucus on Armenian Issues
welcomed the adoption of the Export-
Import bill.

“Weare pleased that thisimportant
amendment was included in the final
overal legidation,” said Reps. Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) and Joe Knollenberg
(R-MI). “U.S. policy in the South
Caucasus seeks to foster regional coop-
eration and normalization of relations,
not isolation. We urge Turkey to review
itspolicy of dienating Armenia, endits13
year blockade and take steps to cooper-
ate with its neighbors.”

Thursday.

Nakhichevan.

rich nation.

AlievAgain Rg ectsK arabakh I ndependence

Azerbaijan will never agree to any peaceful settlement that would fail to
restoreits control over Nagorno-Karabakh, President IlTham Aliev reiterated on

“Nagorno-Karabakh will never be granted independence,” Azerbaijani
news agencies quoted him as saying during avisit to the Azerbaijani exclave of

Aliev said the Karabakh Armenians should settle for a status of autonomy
within Azerbaijan now or risk being offered no self-rule at all in the future. He
again claimedthat Armeniawill finditincreasingly hard to competewith hisoil -

“Azerbaijan’s state budget is seven times bigger than Armenia’s, and its
military budget equals that country’s entire budget,” he said.

Writingin “TheWall Street Journal” Serzh Sarkisian Says
Turkey’sEU Entry Good For Armenia

Turkey’ s membership in the Euro-
pean Unionwould strengthen Armenia’s
national security and bring the South
Caucasusnation “geopolitically closer to
Europe,” Defense Minister Serzh
Sarkisian said in a newspaper article
published on Friday.

Writing in “The Wall Street Jour-
nal,” Sarkisian said Ankara's ongoing
accession talks with the EU represent a
new “long-awaited opportunity” to nor-
malize Turkish-Armenianrelations.

“In addition to building diplomatic
ties between our two countries, we be-
lieve that in negotiating for membership
— and perhaps as a future EU member
state — Turkey will contribute to an
economically stronger and more stable
neighborhood,” he said. “Thisis in the
interest of both Turkey and Armenia.

" EU membership would also make
Turkey much more predictable. It is
always easier to deal with a predictable
neighbor.”

Thecommentshighlightedthedif-
fering positions on the issue of official
Y erevan and the Armenian Diaspora.
Theinfluential Armenian community in
Franceisparticularly vocal in opposing
Turkish entry to the EU, saying that the
bloc should not even consider Ankara’'s
membership bid as long as the latter
refuses to acknowledge the 1915 Ar-

menian genocide.

The accession talks will put Tur-
key under growing Western pressure to
normalize relations with Armenia and
reconsider its long-running policy of
genocidedenial. Sarkisianwhilefaulting
Turkey for itscontinuing economicblock-
ade of Armenia and sanctions against
countries recognizing the genocide.
“Whilethese policies contradict contem-
porary principles of internationa rela-
tions and world order, Armenia does not
regard Turkey’ spotential membershipin
theEU asathreat to national security,” he
wrote. “Quite the contrary. We hope it
will meanthat Turkey will change, andbe
inabetter positionto facebothitshistory
and future.”

“The entry negotiations hold seeds
of hopethat theimpasse between Turkey
and Armeniacan eventually bebroken. If
Turkey lifts the blockade of its border
with Armenia, my small country be-
comes geopolitically closer to Europe,”
he added.

Sarkisianalsostressedthat Y erevan
stands for an unconditional normaliza-
tion of ties between the two neighboring
states. “ That includesnot tying the estab-
lishment of diplomaticrelationstorecog-
nition of the genocide,” he said.

Continued on page4

Armenian Chemical Giant Nairit Hit By Fire

YEREVAN -- Rescue
workers were trying to put
out amassive fire at a big
chemical plantin Yerevan
that raged for asecond con-
secutive day on Monday,
emitting large amounts of ||
toxic gas.

Some 600 tons of in-
flammableindustrial waste
stored in two reservoirs
belonging to the recently (e
privatized Nairit plant
caught fire in still uncer-
tain circumstanceson Sun-
day morning.

Scores of firefighters were im-
mediately rushed to the scene. They
said that although the blaze was under
control by next morning, they will take
several more daysto extinguishit com-
pletely. Massivefireballswerestill bil-
lowing skywards from the reservoirs

of ethinol varnish, a by-product of
synthetic rubber, as of Monday after-
noon.

Thisis the second incident of its
kindregisteredat Nairitinlessthantwo

Continued on page4
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Armenian Army ConscriptsAcquitted After Three Years|n Jail
Will Push For the Prosecution of Law-Enforcement Officials and Judges

The saga of three Armenian army
conscriptsjailed for life on what human
rights groups consider trumped-up
charges had a dramatic finale on Friday
asthey walked free after being unexpect-
edly acquitted by Armenia stop appeals
court.

In an unprecedented blow to mili-
tary prosecutors, the Court of Cassation
ruled that Razmik Sargsian, Musa
Serobian and Araik Zalian were unjustly
convicted by two lower courts of mur-
dering two fellow soldiers in Nagorno-
Karabakh three years ago. The panel of
five judges declared the extremely con-
troversial guilty verdicts null and void
and ordered the prosecutors to re-inves-
tigate the crime.

The three young men were not
present in the courtroom and were set
free two hours after the announcement
of the sensational verdict. Looking wan
and bemused, they were mobbed by
parents and other relatives outside
Y erevan's Nubarashen prison.

“It was totally unexpected. | feel
like | was born again.” said Sargsian.
“Are we free? | can't believe it,” he
added, giggling.

The acquittal, which followed a
brief court hearing, took thefamily mem-
bers and defense lawyers by surprise.
The latter had already been preparing to
appeal to the European Court of Human
Rights in Strasbourg. Armenian courts
rarely make decisions going against the
will of law-enforcement authorities, es-
pecially on crimina cases handled by
military prosecutors.

The verdict sparked scenes of joy
and disbelief in the court, with the defen-
dants' mothers dashing to the judges to
kisstheir hands. Sargsian’ smother Julietta
briefly passed out as she heard the pre-
siding judge, Mher Khachatrian, declare
that her son, who nearly died of ahunger
strike last year, is innocent.

“1 didn’t expect justice,” she told
RFE/RL afterwards, weeping and breath-
ingheavily.“| fearedtherewill beanother
life sentence.”

“We had little hope and it became
reality,” cried MarineSeropian. “May the
kids of the judge who's has read this
verdict havelong lives.”

“Thisis not just our victory,” said
Zaruhi Postanjian, one of the attorneys.
“This is a victory for the non-govern-
ment organizations and individual s that
have campaigned for these boys.”

The extraordinary case stemsfrom
themysteriousmurder in December 2003
of two soldiers from a military unit sta-
tionedin Karabakh’' snorthern Mardakert
district. Military prosecutorshaveclaimed
all along that that Sargsian, Serobian and
Zalian brutally murdered their comrades
following abrawl over afood parcel that
was delivered to one of the servicemen.

The accusations are essentially
based on Sargsian’s pre-trial testimony
in which he admitted to this version of
events. He subsequently retracted the
testimony, saying that he incriminated
himself and his comrades under brutal
torture. The21-year-oldisnow said to be
in poor health, reportedly suffering from
a brain tumor and tuberculosis.

This did not prevent a court in
Stepanakert from sentencing all three
soldiers to 15 years in prison in April
2005. They protested their innocence
throughout the trial and appealed the

verdict only to havethe Court of Appeals
in Yerevan toughen it to life imprison-
ment in May this year.

Both trialshave been denounced as
atravesty of justice by local and interna-
tional human rights organizations. In a
September 12 open letter, theNew Y ork-
based Human Rights Watch found the
torture allegations “credible” and urged
the Court of Cassation to givethe men a
fair trial. A similar statement was issued
by theVienna-based | nternational Hel sinki
Federation for Human Rights three days
later.

The three defense attorneys sus-
pect that both murders were committed
by Captain Ivan Grigorian, the Karabakh
Armenian commander of the army unit
where the dead soldiers served. Accord-
ing to their version of events, he beat one
of the soldiers to death and killed the
other after thelatter refused to “ confess’
to the crime.

The commander of the Karabakh
army, Lieutenant-General Seyran
Ohanian, only lent more credence to
these suspicions in early 2004 when he
wrote to Armenia s then chief military
prosecutor, Gagik Jahangirian, and asked
him not to bring charges against the* war
hero.” Ohanian argued that the officer
had greatly contributed to the Armenian
military victory over Azerbaijan. Grigorian
was never questioned during the ensued
high-profiletrials.

Jahangirian, who now holds an-
other senior position in the Office of the
Prosecutor-General, was also present in
the courtroom, calmly enduring, at times
withasmile, insultsshouted at him by the
defendants’ relatives. “Nothing has
changed in my beliefs,” hetold RFE/RL
moments before the men were cleared of
the grave accusations. “The murders
were committed by those threeindividu-
as.”

But GretaM natsakanian, themother
of one of the slain soldiers, Hovsep
Mkrtumian, strongly disagreed, saying
that she believes the real perpetrators of
thegruesomekillingswerenever brought
tojustice. “Why did my boy meet such a
fate?’ she angrily asked Jahangirian.
“What did he do? Why is nobody pun-
ished for such crimes?’

For Acquitted Armenian Soldiers

Justice Not Quite Done

The three Armenian soldiers will
push for the prosecution of law-enforce-
ment officials and judges that nearly
condemned them to alife behind bars, it
emerged on Monday. Zaruhi Postanjian
said that her clients will seek “material
and moral compensation” for spending
about three years in jail. She said the

botched criminal investigation has been
accompanied by torture and other gross
violations of due process.

“Military police officers, military
prosecutors and judges carried out ac-
tionsthat arepunishableby criminal law,”
she told RFE/RL. “We will strive to
ensurethat they get afair punishment for
what they did to these innocent men.”

Several soldiers from their battal-
ion were promptly arrested by military
prosecutors on suspicion of involvement
in the crime. One of them effectively
testified that thekillingswere committed
by Captainlvan Grigorian, thebattalion’s
Karabakh Armenian commander.

The investigators, however, dis-
missed the testimony, releasing the sus-
pects and arresting Sargsian, Seropian
and Zalian instead. They claim that the
three servicemen brutally murdered their
comrades following a brawl over afood
parcel that was delivered to one of them.

Armenid s Office of the Prosecu-
tor-General on Monday refused to com-
ment on the unprecedented acquittal.
“Wewill not react until weget afull copy
of the Court of Cassation verdict,” a
spokeswoman told RFE/RL.

Deputy  Prosecutor-General
Jahangirian, who was Armenia s chief
military and oversaw thetroubledinquiry
until recently, also declined comment.
Jahangirian said he continues to believe
that thethree soldiersareguilty moments
before they were cleared of the charges.

Postanjian, who screamed in dis-
belief as she heard the ruling on Friday,
admitted that the development took her
and the two other defense attorneys by
surprise. But shesaidthey do not feel that
their mission has been fulfilled and will
demand punishment for those who have
handled the high-profile case.

“Y es, thethree young men are now
free,” said Postanjian. “But their nearly

three-year imprisonment must be com-
pensated not only materially but morally
so that individuals working as military
police officers, prosecutors or judges do
not commit such illegalities in the fu-
ture.”

That, according to her, means
launching criminal proceedings against
fivemilitary prosecutorsand other inves-
tigators that arrested and interrogated
Sargsian, allegedly without awarrant, as
well asthejudgesthat convicted thethree
soldiers. Postanjianwarnedthat failureto
do so would forcethe defense lawyersto
file civil lawsuits and take their case to
the European Court of Human Rightsin
Strasbourg.

“If Armenian courts do not com-
pensate Razmik Sargsian, M usaSeropian
and Arayik Zalian for the material and
moral damage inflicted on them and if
they fail to punish individuals who have
committed those crimes, then the Euro-
pean Court will certainly address the
matter,” she said.

Postanjian and the two other de-
fensecounsels, Ashot Atoyan and Stepan
Voskanian, arethemselvesfacingacrimi-
nal investigation for alegedly showing
contempt for three judges of the Arme-
nian Court of Appeals that jailed the
conscripts for life. The Office of the
Prosecutor-General opened a criminal
case against the lawyers on October 10,
the day after the Court of Cassation,
Armenia s highest body of criminal jus-
tice, agreed to consider their appeal
against the extremely controversial sen-
tences.

Postanjian rejected the allegations
asa“fabrication” aimed at discouraging
herself and her colleaguesfrom challeng-
ing the law-enforcement agency. She
also repeated their suggestions that the
killings were the work of Captain
Grigorian, the Karabakh Armenian of-
ficer. “Thereare numerous cluesleading
to the commander of the battalion,” she
said.

Another Azeri Soldier ‘Surrenders ToArmenian Troops

The Armenian military repatriated
one Azerbaijani soldier and took another
asprisoner over theweekend, officialsin
Y erevan said on Monday.

A spokesman for the Defense Min-
istry said an army conscript who identi-
fied himself as Samed Mamedov will-
ingly crossed the westernmost section of
theArmenian-Azerbaijani border and sur-
rendered to Armenian forces deployed
there on Sunday. The official, Colonel
Seyran Shahsuvarian, said the 19-year-
old claimed to have been systematically
mistreated and humiliated by his
Azerbaijani commanders.

“An investigation is underway,”
Shahsuvarian added in a statement.

The Azerbaijani military did not
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immediately comment on the informa-
tion.

The reported incident occurred one
day after another Azerbaijani soldier, who
reportedly crossed into Armenian-con-
trolledterritory east of Nagorno-K arabakh
earlier thismonth, washanded back tothe
Azerbaijani sidewiththehelp of thelnter-
national Committee of the Red Cross.

According to officials in
Stepanakert, VVusal Garachayev, 19, will-
ingly crossed the heavily fortified front-
line to escape systematic hazing at the
hands of other Azerbaijani servicemen.
Karabakh President Arkady Ghukasian
said on December 18 that Garachaev is
reluctant to return home for fear of retri-
bution.
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The Paranoia of Armenian Politics

By Richard Giragosian

Much of the recent political de-
velopmentsin Armeniahavebeendomi-
nated by two main themes— the ongo-
ing mediation of the unresolved
Nagorno-Karabakh and the approach-
ing electoral cycle. Neither of these
two themes represents anything new
for Armenian politics.

The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
remains locked in a seemingly endless
series of talks and meetings between
Armenianand Azerbaijani officials, fu-
eled by an occasional outburst of en-
thusiasm, only to be followed by yet
another diplomatic setback or lost op-
portunity. And just as predictably, a
series of tactical maneuvers, most of-
ten obscured by the opaque and murky
nature of Armenian politics, routinely
define the months leading up to elec-
tionsin Armenia.

From a broader perspective, and
for much of the past 15 years of
Armenia’ sindependence, politicshave
been largely confined to an ever nar-
rowing set of issues, with little debate
and even morelimited discourse. Within
theincreasingly restricted political pa-
rameters, democratization has become
disabled. This too is nothing new for
Armenia.

Y et there has been an interesting
shift in Armenian politics in recent
weeks, marked by a convergence be-
tween the politics of Armenian nation-
alism and the paranoia of Armenian
politicians.

This shift first emerged with the
arrest and subsequent deportation of a
prominent veteran of the Karabakhwar.
Theauthoritiescharged L ebanese-born
Zhirair Sefilian, and hisassociateVartan
Malkasian, with plotting the violent
overthrow of the Armenian leadership.
Theincident sparked immediate suspi-
cion and apprehension, with some
charging a conspiracy, linking the ar-
rest to rumors of a possible break-
through peacedeal with Azerbaijan over
Nagorno-K arabakh.

According to this line of reason-
ing, the motivation for the arrest was
driven by the politics of nationalism,
compounded by the paranoia of politi-

cians. But this presupposes one essen-
tial, and specific, variable— alooming
peace deal. Only in such a case could
the arrest be seen asapreemptive move
to deflect dissent and overcome oppo-
sition. The key question, however, re-
mains: is there really such a pending
deal on Nagorno-Karabakh?

The more realistic understanding
of thearrest liesin abroader context. It
is the broader perspective that reveals
amore general paranoia of politicians,
unrelated to any sense of nationalist
politics. In this way, the arrest and
deportation of Sefilian was actually
preceded by a similar incident, only
weeks before.

In early December, the Armenian
authorities deported an ethnic Arme-
nian activist from the predominantly
Armenian-popul ated southern Georgian
region of Djavakheti to Georgia. The
activist, Vahagn Chakhalian, aleader of
theUnited Djavakhk organization cam-
paigning for regional autonomy, was
first arrested in October, just hours
after he, his parents, brother, and fel-
low activist Gurgen Shirinian were re-
portedly stopped and attacked as they
arrived in Y erevan.

The linkage between the arrests
and later deportations of both men is
based on more than tactics or tech-
niques, however. Both cases demon-
strate that it is the paranoia of the
political elite that is driving the most
recent political developmentsin Arme-
nia. Both men posed a threat, not in
termsof the politicsof nationalism, but
more as a perceived threat to paranoid
politicians.

Yet what is most ironic is the
pronounced and misplaced paranoia
amongthepolitical elite. Thereal threat
to their power comes not from any-
thing that these people could or would
do prior to elections. The real threat
stems from the elections themselves,
asthepolitical elitestill seemsunableto
realize that the May 2007 and 2008
election arethetruechallenges, tothem
and to the country. And until the ruling
elite recognizes the necessity for im-
proved elections, arrests and deporta-
tionswill dolittleto ensurestability and
security in Armenia.

parliamentary elections.

all the best in 2007.

New Year s M essage From
U.S.EmbassyinArmenia

On this first day of the New Year, | would like to thank the people of
Armeniafor continuing to support the strong friendship and close cooperation
that exists between our two countries. This has been an important year for U.S.
- Armenian relations. Through U.S. assistance programs, which have totaled
over 1.6 billion dollars since 1992, the United States is working to strengthen
democratic institutions, provide for a more stable and secure South Caucasus,
and build the economies of all three countries of the region.

As we look forward to 2007, it is my hope that Armenia and the United
States can work together to create a brighter future for the people of Armenia.
2007 will be particularly significant, and my government is committed to
supporting Armenia as it works to establish itself as a thriving democracy and
a country where the benefits of economic growth are shared broadly. The
coming year will be especially important and exciting since Armenia has the
opportunity to display its commitment to democracy by holding free and fair

Aswelook forward to 2007, | would like to express my admiration for the
Armenian people and thank you for the warm welcome you have continued to
show my family and me during our stay in your country. The American people,
the Embassy staff and | wish you a Merry Christmas, a Happy New Y ear, and

Shnorhavor amanor yev surb ts' unund.

Charge D'affaires Anthony Godfrey

Changeln U.S. CongressBoosts Prospects For
Armenian GenocideResolution

With Democrats taking control of
the U.S. Congress, prospects have in-
creased that lawmakers will approve a
resol ution recognizing the World War |-
era killings of Armenians as genocide -
despitetheobjectionsof President George
W. Bush.

Theshiftin Congressalso dimsthe
likelihood that the Bush administration
can break adeadl ock over thepresident’s
nominee for ambassador to Armenia,
Richard Hoagland. Senate Democrats
havebl ocked Hoagland' snomination be-
cause of hisrefusal to call the killings a
genocide.

The matters before Congress high-
light how the deaths of the 1.5 million
Armenians amost a century ago remain
asensitiveinternational issuetoday. The
Bushadministrationhaswarnedthat even
congressional debate on the genocide
guestion could damage relations with
Turkey, amoderateMuslim nationthatis
aNATO member and an important stra-
tegically.

Turkey hasadamantly deniedclaims
by scholarsthat its predecessor state, the
Ottoman government, caused the Arme-
nian deaths in a planned genocide. The
Turkish government has said the toll is
wildly inflated and that Armenians were
killed or displaced in civil unrest during
the empire’ s collapse. After French law-
makers voted in October to make it a
crime to deny that the killings were a
genocide, Turkey said it would suspend

Vox Populi Survey:

military relations with France.

In Washington, Armenian-Ameri-
can groups have been pressing for years
for a resolution on the genocide issue.
The House of Representatives Interna
tional Relations Committee last year en-
dorsed two resolutions classifying the
killingsasgenocide. But the Houselead-
ership, controlled by Bush’'s Republican
Party, prevented avote by thefull cham-
ber.

With Democrats taking over the
House, the top leader will be Nancy
Pelosi, who has supported the genocide
legidation. A spokesmanfor Pelosi, Drew
Hamill, says she'll continue to support
the resolutions.

"1 think we have the best chance
probably in adecadeto get an Armenian
genocideresolution passed,” said Demo-
cratic Congressman Adam Schiff, a top
advocate of the resolutions.

The genocide question was the key
issue asthe Senate considered the ambas-
sadorial nomination of Hoagland to re-
place John Evans, who reportedly had his
tour of duty cut short because, in asocial
setting, hereferred to thekillingsasgeno-
cide. Senator Robert Menendez, a New
Jersey Democrat, blocked the nomination
over Hoagland's refusal to use the word
genocide at his confirmation hearing in
June. With Democrats taking over the
Senate, it will be even more difficult now
for the Bush administration to circumvent
Menendez' s objections.

JacquesChirac'sVisitand CharlesAznavour's
Concert M ost Important Event in Armeniain 2006

Visit of Jacques Chirac to Arme-
nia and Charles Aznavour’s concert,
held in Yerevan, are considered to be
most important events for Armeniain
2006, according to telephone survey,
held by V ox Populi Public Opinion Study
Center among 593 citizens of Y erevan
from December 17n to 22.

Survey shows that 21,4% sur-
veyed find Jacques Chirac’s visit to
Armeniaand Charles Aznavour’s con-
cert most important events of 2006,
11,3% - participation of singer Andre
in Eurovision, 9,6% - victory of Arme-
nian chess playersin Turin, 7,8% - 15th
anniversary of Independence of Arme-
nia, 7,8% - air crash of A-320 air pane,

7,6% - death of singer Varduhi
Vardanyan, 5,56% surveyed gave dif-
ferent answers, and 26,64% found it
difficult to answer tothat question at all.

At that 15,8% surveyed find rec-
ognition of Armenian Genocide by the
Parliament of France most important
event in the world. 15% surveyed con-
sider conflictsin the Middle East to be
the most important event of this year,
and 7,5% - aggravation of Russian-
Georgian relations, 7,5% - gave differ-
ent answers, 56,3% - found it difficult
to answer.

Eighteen years old and elder in-
habitants of the capital of Armeniatook
part in the survey.

TurksAim to Prevent SalloneFrom Screening" 40
Daysof Musa Dagh"

ISTANBUL --Turkishdaily Milliyet
said a number of Turkish organizations
intend to send letters of protest to the
famous American movie star Sylvester
Stallone in abid to discourage him from
makingafilmbased onan Austrianwriter
Franz Werfel’ s The Forty Days of Musa
Dagh,” anovel detailingtheTurkishgeno-
cideof itsArmenian community in 1915.
In a recent interview with The Denver
Post Stallone said he wanted to create an
epic, and the book that intrigued him was
Franz Werfel’s‘ The Forty Days of Musa
Dagh.’

" The movie would be an epic about
thecompletedestructionof acivilization,’
Stallone said, adding that the Turks have
been killing that subject for 85 years.””

Milliyet said a so-called Associa-
tion Against Armenian GenocideAllega

tion called for swift measures to prevent
Stallonefrom materializing hisideas.

The Forty Days of Musa Dagh was
written by an Austrian-Jewish author
Franz Werfel in 1934. It was based on an
event that took place on Musa Dagh in
1915 during the Armenian Genocide in
Turkey.

The Forty Days of Musa Dagh
achieved great international success and
has been credited with awakening the
world to the evidence of the persecution
of the Armenians in Turkey.
Inlate1930s, Turkey pressuredtheUnited
States State department to prevent MGM
Studios to produce a film based on the
novel.

A low-profilefilmed version of the
story waseventually madeindependently
and was released in 1982.
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Armenian American Nur sesAssociation Holds
FluClinic

By John Krikorian

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
American NursesAssociation (AANA)
joined forces with the Glendale
Adventist Medical Center and held a
“free” flu clinic with the assistance of
energetic student volunteersfrom Glen-
dale High School.

The Armenian American Nurses
Association has been coordinating this
event since 1998. The nurses will
successfully administer over 300 doses

of youth from Glendal e High School that
helped fill out forms, translations and
other logistic work that was needed to
accomplish our mission in serving the
Glendalecommunity. They gaveuptheir
leisuretime as did the Armenian Ameri-
can Nurses Association to servethecom-
munity,” noted John Krikorian, consult-
ant, Krikorian Marketing Group.

“It's Not Flu As Usual” brochures
weredistributed by Krikorian Marketing
Group at the Flu Clinic supporting the
County of Los Angeles Public Health

JohnKrikorianreceivingthefirst fluvaccineadministered by RosineDer-Tavitian
RN, BSN, PHN, and flu clinic coordinator at the Flu Clinic held at St. Mary’s
ApostolicArmenian Church surrounded by theHealth Team for theevent

of flu shots to community members.

Thefluclinicswereheld in Glen-
dale, located at St. Mary’s Apostolic
Armenian Church and also at various
Adult Day CareCenters. Thevolunteer
nurses that helped at St. Mary’s Arme-
nian ChurchwereRosineDer-Tavitian,
the Flu clinic coordinator, along with
other nurses from the AANA and em-
ployees of the centers. The nurses that
assisted the event were Mary Konyalian
RN, MSN, and current president of the
AANA, Sossi Mikaelian RN, Ani
Iskenderian RN, CRAC-C, and Aghavni
Khachadourian RN.

“Once again, Glendale can take
deep pridein having theexcellent caliber

campaign that targets families and indi-
viduals, the medical community, busi-
nesses, and community organizations.
The brochures that will be distributed
throughout the community will be sup-
ported by a media advertising campaign
that will emphasize the importance of
“Clean Hands” as the best form of pre-
ventive care to avoid the Pandemic Flu.
Thecampaignwill bein Armenian, Rus-
sian, Arabic and Farsi languages.

The Flu Clinic itself was under the
direction of Mary Konyalian RN, MSN,
current president of theAANA and Rosine
Der-Tavitian RN, BSN, PHN, flu clinic
coordinator, along with Krikorian Mar-
keting Group.

Armenian Chemical Giant Nairit Hit By Fire

Continued from pagel

months. Some 150 tons of the sub-
stance, which is subject to disposal
through combustion, wereburned there
in asimilar fire on November 12.

Nikolay Grigorian, deputy direc-
tor of the Armenian government’ s Res-
cue Service, said he suspects the plant
management of deliberately settingfire
to its stockpiles of ethinol in order to
avoid extra costs and time needed for
their destruction. “I would like to take
therisk and say that a deliberate intent
isevident here,” he told RFE/RL.

But the Nairit director, Ruben
Saghatelian, strongly deniedthis. “This
substance is prone to self-immolation,
especialy if itisstored for manyears,”
he said.

Under official safety regulations,
the ethinol varnish can not be stored for
more than ayear for that reason. Nairit
has not disposed of the wastefor nearly
a decade.

State prosecutors did not imme-
diately launch criminal proceedingsin
connection with the latest fire. They
are currently investigating a Septem-
ber gas explosion at Nairit that injured
four residents of a nearby Yerevan
suburb and damaged a number of |ocal
houses. A spokeswoman for the Pros-
ecutor-General’ sOfficesaidthreeNairit
employees have already been charged
with negligence.

The oncethriving chemical giant
has gone through difficult times since
the Soviet collapse and is still strug-
gling to remain afloat despite repeated
changes of ownership and manage-
ment. |ts most recent privatization was
announced last August when the Ar-
menian government approved a com-
plex deal with anobscureBritish-regis-
tered firm. Energy Minister Armen
Movsisian said last week that the new
owner, Rhinoville Property Limited,
has pledged to invest $120 million in
Nairit in the next few years.

Groundbreakingl nter national Confer enceto
ExploreEconomic and Social Consequences of
OpeningtheArmenia-Turkey Border

The border between Armeniaand
Turkey that was closed in 1993 has
imposed economic and social costs on
both countries, while possibly provid-
ing benefits to particular segments of
each society. The closed border is be-
coming more significant from ageopo-
litical perspectiveinlight of the Repub-
lic of Turkey’s ongoing campaign to
join the European Union and increased
attention to developmentsin the trans-
portation network of the south
Caucasus region.

To explore the important issue of
the closed border and the economic
and social costs and benefitsthat it has
imposed, the Armenian International
Policy Research Group (AIPRG) has
organized a conference entitled “The
Economic and Social Consequences of
Opening the Armenia-Turkey Border,”
to be held on January 13-14, 2007, in
Yerevan, Armenia. Co-sponsored by
USAID, the Eurasia Foundation, and
the UK Embassy in Armenia, the con-
ference will present findings from six
commissioned studies and nine other
papersthat aimto providepolicymakers
with an understanding of the costs of
the current situation and the economic
and social changes that border opening
might bring, as well as ways that ben-
efits could be maximized and costs be
minimized once the border is opened.
An international group of researchers,
policymakers, and other stakeholders
will participate in the event as both
presentersand audience members, hail -
ingfromArgentina, Armenia, Belgium,
Cyprus, Georgia, Romania, Turkey,
the United Kingdom, and the United
States. A robust discussion of this re-
gionally and globally important topicis
expected.

The conference papers evaluate a
range of economic and social impacts.
Several studiesexplorethe effect of the
closed border on transport costs and
trade flows. One of these studies pro-
poses a phased strategy for opening the
border that is economically beneficial
and also preserves or enhances secu-
rity for the two countries, as well as
other countriesintheregionthat will be
impacted (Georgia, Iran, and Russia).

Another study evaluates the potential
for trade between Armeniaand various
Turkish provinces and makes a sur-
prising yet plausible finding.

Additional findingsrelateto:

- The impact of the lack of nor-
malized relationsbetween Armeniaand
its neighbors on foreign direct invest-
ment and military spending. Anendto
theregional “cold war” wouldleadto a
reduction in the level of external con-
flict risk, increase the level of foreign
direct investment in Armenia by 50%,
and result in a significant reduction in
military spending that could be spent
on other important social needs.

- The effect that border opening
and relationship normalization could
have on regional migration and expan-
sion of labor market opportunities.

- The sectors of the Armenian
economy which might win or losefrom
border opening.

- The challengesfacing the public
and private sectorsin managing border
opening.

- The factors affecting Armenian
public attitudes towards border open-
ing, particularly in the northwestern
Armenian community of Gyumri.

- The dynamics and outcomes of
border opening, with a case study of the
opening of the internal Cyprus border.

Serving as distinguished keynote
speaker of the conference is Dr. Gary
Hufbauer, Reginald Jones Senior Fel-
low at the Institute of International
Economics. Prior to his appointment
at IlE, Dr. Hufbauer served as the
Marcus Wallenberg Professor of Inter-
national Finance Diplomacy at
Georgetown University as well as
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Inter-
national Trade and Investment Policy
of the U.S. Treasury. He has written
extensively on international trade, in-
vestment, and tax issues. The confer-
encewill also present aroundtable dis-
cussion on border opening that will
bring together private-sector
businesspeoplefrom both Armeniaand
Turkey.

Additional information about the
conference and AIPRG is available at
www.aiprg.net

“Genocide Sudies and Prevention" Periodical Published

The second volume of the Genocide Studies and Prevention periodical jas
been published, wholly dedicated to the Armenian Genocide. A number of
scientific researches are included in the volume - “The Importance of the
Armenian Genocide after 90 years’” by Roger Smith, “The Awful Curse” by
William A. Shabas, and other works by Vahagn N. Tatrian, Taner Akcam, Simon
Payasalian, Ugur Umit Ungor and Mattias Bjornlund. The“ Genocide Studiesand
Prevention” is the official periodical of the Genocide Experts International
Company and is published thrice ayear by the journal department of the Toronto

University.

Turkey’sEU Entry Good For Armenia

Continued from pagel

EU leadershaverepeatedly madeit
clear that genocide recognition and the
lifting of the blockade are not among the
preconditions for Turkey’s accession to
the 25-nation bloc. Still, the government
of at least one EU country, France, seems
to think otherwise.

" Should Turkey recogni zethegeno-
cide of Armenia to join the European
Union? Honestly, | believe so,” French

Jacques Chirac said during arecent visit
to Yerevan.

Sarkisian was more vague on that
score, saying that the genocideissue and
broader Turkish-Armenian relations
should be“important factorsthat need to
be considered during Turkey’s negotia-
tions for EU membership.” “We look
forwardtothe EU becomingincreasingly
involved in finding a way to a break-
through for relations between Turkey
and Armenia,” he said.
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Fhndbwenn Ubgbwy, Lncuwznn Uwpwquy:
Proud Past, Exciting Future.

NEW YEAR'S EVE DINNER-DANCE

ORGANIZED BY AGBU - AYA GLENDALE-PASADENA CHAPTER

illlli LT & SURPRISES

SUNDAY, DEéB R 31,2006 - 8:00prM

AGBU ALE OGIAN CENTER
2495 E. MOUNTAIN 5TREET, PASADENA, CA 91104

Music by D] Heartbeat *

by La Fogata

@ Scparate Hall

Special Program and Menu for Child

Adults £75 | Children |2 and under $35 /| Childre der Free

RSVP - LIMITED SEATING
Call the AGBU Alex Manoogian Center (626) 794-7942

AGBU 2007 SUMMER INTERN PROGRAMS

T
Z .
l.._'t.‘-\..-..-\.

g =

SUMMER INTERNSHIP APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED NOW.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, EMAIL NYSIP@AGBU.ORG

AGEBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

Bank of Orange Cownty is a full service bank prepared to

meet the needs of bath small and large businesses. Contact:
 —— Gus Ghusaynl
(=) BANK of ORANGE COUNTY 0 orciol Real Extate S@nior Vice Prasident

J L]
: ) [' l l'ﬂ ) _ : . W Central Avenue
i l ; ;’m‘w "_; Igi,gl e C w.ﬁ m Terrm Loans and Lirnes 4 I,_-Ill_,n:ilhl i

OTELS & RESORTSH Free Business Chacking — .

. . Y bankoforangecounty.con

6131 E Telegraph Rd.+ Commence, Ci, 50040 « 323,721 2100+ 714.879.2100 « commercecasino.com [ i | High Rate Money Markat . ;"_!1b| -1-:=..£
i a1 AONEY Marka LE > Farail




