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Extra Curricular:

and professional.
Students:

SAHAG-MESROB ARMENIAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSES

FOR 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL

Saturday, February 10, 2007, 9:30am — 12:00
3700 E. Serra Madre Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91107

626.351.6010

NURSERY/KINDERGARTEN/ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Saturday, March 3, 2007, 9:30am — 12:00
2501 N. Maiden Lane, Altadena, CA 91001

626.798.5020

Serving the community for 28 years
Accredited by Western Association of Schools & Colleges (WASC)
Accredited by Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI)

Elementary School: We offer Armenian, Art, Bible, English, Math, Science, Social Studies, Computers,
Music, Band, Physical Education, Drama, Recorders.
Middle & High School: We offer U.C. approved College preparatory courses, Armenian, Art, Bible,
English, American Literature, English Literature, Algebral, Algebrall, Pre-Calculus, Physical Science,
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Civics, Health, Computer, U.S. History, World History, Band, Drama.
Honors and AP courses in several core subjects.
Pasadena City CollegeBridge program: We offer PCC collegelevel courseson our campusin English,
U.S. History, Political Science, etc.

Elementary School: Extensivefield trips, Speech Meets, Piano Festivals, Spelling Bee contests, Science
Fairs, Concerts, Art Festivals, student programs for all festive and holiday occasions.

Middle & High School: Extensive field trips, 7 days to the East Coast, 15 days to Armenia, overnight
camping and nature hikes, Speech Meets, Piano Festivals, Spelling Bee contests, Science Fairs, Concerts,
Art Festivals, student programs for all festive and holiday occasions.

Faculty and Staff: Experienced teachers, mostly credentialed or masters degrees, ACSI certified, caring

We are student centered. Each student is nourished mentally, physically, spiritually,
emotionally, inafamily like safe and caring environment.
Tuition: The most affordable of private schools.
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Freedom House Report

Armenia’'sL eader shipHasL imited Respect for
Political Rightsand Civil Liberties

NEW Y ORK -- Armeniaremainsa
“partly free” country because of its
leadership’ s“limited respect for political
rights and civil liberties,” a renowned
U.S. watchdog said on Wednesday.

In an annua survey of freedom
aroundtheworld, Freedom Houseranked
Armenia among 58 nations which its
believes are rife with corruption, lack
free elections and rule of law, and are
often dominated by a single political
party.

TheWashington-basedgroupagain
evaluated the state of political rightsand
civil libertiesin each of the 193 countries
surveyed on a 7-point negative scale. It
found no changesintheseareasin Arme-
nia over the past year, giving it 5 and 4
points in the two respective categories.

“Armenia s scores areright on the
border between a partly free and a not
freecountry,” Christopher Walker, Free-
dom House's director of studies, told
RFE/RL. “So it's actually one of the
weaker Partly Free countriesin the glo-
bal review.”

“This is a reflection of a weak
performance in a number of key areas,
includinginthemediaand citizens' abil-
ity to express their participation in the

political process in a meaningful way,”
Walker said. Heexpressed concern about
what he described as an ongoing
“oligarchization of palitics in the coun-
try” and increased instances of violence
against Armenian journalistsreportedin
2006.

Freedom House underlined these
concerns in a statement last November
that urged the United States to withhold
$235.6 million in promised economic
assistance to Yerevan. It accused the
administration of President Robert
Kocharian of “backsliding on promised
reforms’ and using “ multipleanti-demo-
cratic methods’ to cling to power.

The statement drew on two de-
tailed country reports that were rel eased
by Freedom House earlier in 2006 and
painted ableak picture of democracy and
rule of law in Armenia. The findings of
those reports were dismissed by the
Armenianauthorities.

U.S. officials say Washington will
takeintoaccount FreedomHouse’ sopin-
ion in deciding whether to disburse the
promised aid. But they indicated that its
release is primarily conditiona on the
freedom and fairness of the upcoming
Armenian parliamentary elections.\

UpcommingElectionsShouldMark “aTurning
Point” inArmenia’sTransitiontoDemocracy

YEREVAN -- The head of the
election-monitoring arm of the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe wound up on Tuesday a
two-day visit to Armeniathat focused
on its unfolding preparations for cru-
cial parliamentary electionsdueinMay.

Christian Strohal, director of the
OSCE’'s Warsaw-based Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights (ODIHR), discussed the issue
in meetings with Armenian officials.

Speakingto RFE/RL after ameet-
ing with the chairman of the Central
Election Commission, Strohal said Ar-
meniais “ready” to hold its first-ever
national election judged free and fair
by the international community. “But
we shall see after the elections them-
selves,” he said.

TheArmenian parliament’ spress
service quoted the Austrian diplomat
astelling Torosian later in the day that
thereare® good prerequisites’ for mak-
ing sure that the forthcoming vote
meets democratic standards. Torosian
was quoted as saying that it should
mark a “turning point” in Armenia’s
transition to democracy and European
integration.

OSCE/ODIHR observers de-
scribed as undemocratic the previous
presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions in Armenia, giving weight to
opposition all egations of massive vote
rigging. The United States and the
European Union have warned that a

repeat of serious fraud would jeopar-
dize Yerevan's efforts to build closer
ties with the West. Kocharian and
other Armenian leaders have assured
Western powersthat they will do their
best to ensure proper conduct of the
next polls.

Strohal’s talks in Yerevan spe-
cifically centered on their monitoring
by the OSCE. Visiting the Armenian
capital last fall, theU.S. ambassador at
the OSCE headquartersinVienna, Julie
Finley, expressed concern about the
Kocharian administration’s failure so
far to formally invite the ODIHR to
send long-term and short-term ob-
server missions.

Both Torosian and other |eaders
of the parliament majority assured the
ODIHR chief that such an invitation
will be extended immediately after
Kocharian setsan official el ection date.
According to the Armenian speaker, a
corresponding presidential decreewill
be signed early next month.

“Therewill beinvitationsfor both
short-term and long-term monitoring
missions,” Samvel Nikoyan, a senior
lawmaker from the governing Repub-
lican Party, told RFE/RL. He said the
OSCE will send a “needs assessment
team” to Yerevan later in February
before beginning to deploy observers.

“This means long-term monitor-
ing will last for approximately two

Continued on page4

Senator Robert MenendezAgain Blocks
Hoagland Nomination

WASHINGTON, DC -- Senator
Robert Menendez again blocked the
congressional confirmation of Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s nominee to be
the next U.S. ambassador to Armenia,
citing the latter’s failure to publicly
recognize the Armenian genocide.

In a statement posted on his
website, Menendez, a New Jersey
Democrat, said he placed a second
“hold” on the nomination of career
diplomat Richard Hoagland two days
after it was reaffirmed by Bush.

“Given the circumstances and
controversy surrounding Mr.
Hoagland’ s nomination, | believe that
the best way to move forward would
be for the president to nominate a new
candidate for this ambassadorship,”
he said.

Menendez went on to attack the
Bush administration for its refusal to
usetheterm “genocide” with regard to
the slaughter of some 1.5 million Ar-
menians during the dying years of the
Ottoman Empire. “If there is any sin-
cerity behindtheBushadministration’s
rhetoric about ‘liberty on the march’
... then American diplomacy should
consist of nothing less than unvar-
nished honesty with our friends and
enemiesalike. And wemust call geno-
cide by its name,” he said.

N \)

Senator Robert Menendez

ThepreviousU.S. ambassador in
Y erevan, John Evans, is believed to
have beenrecalled by the White House
last year over his public description of
the mass killings as genocide.
Hoagland’'s failure to do so during
confirmation hearings in the Senate
Foreign Relations Committeelast sum-
mer angered the influential Armenian
community in the United States.

Senator Diane Feinstein of Cali-
forniahas al so expressed her concerns
regarding the dismissal of former
Ambassador Evans. The Senator is
closely looking into the nomination of
Richard Hoagland .

Former USEnvoytoTurkey PredictsArmenian
GenocideResolution Will Pass

Mark Parris, former U.S. ambas-
sador to Turkey, said aresol ution clas-
sifyingthekillingsof Armeniansat the
hands of the Ottoman Empire as geno-
cideislikely to passin the U.S. Con-
gress.

“It will be brought to the agenda
100 percent. Theresolutionislikely to
pass in both the House of Representa-
tivesand the Senate. Turkey tradition-
ally relied on the support of political
actors in Washington but this support
might weaken for some reasons. ...
Democrats are sensitive about the Ar-
menian question,” Parris, director of
the 2007 Turkey program at the
Brookings Institution, said in an inter-

view published in daily newspaper
Milliyet.

In a nationwide congressional
election in November, Armenians’
Democratic allieswon alandslide vic-
tory, taking over control of both the
House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate. Both new Democratic congres-
sional |eadershipsfavor the Armenian
position.

“Will the genocide resolution
pass? Y es. Everyone sees that resolu-
tion will harden relations even more
but thisdoes not mean U.S. policy will
change. The U.S. policy is not ready

Continued on page?2

Altadena on January 9.

homeland.

Joint Announcement

Theregional executive boardsof thethree Armenian political parties—
the Armenian Revol utionary Federation, the Armenian Democratic L eague
(Ramkavar Party) and Social Democratic Hunchakian party—met in

During this consultative meeting the party representatives discussed
issues of mutual interest to the community, especially the unfolding devel-
opments surround the Armenian Genocide issue, aswell astheimportance
of presenting aunited front on effortsto garner recognition of the Genocide.

Similar meetings have occasionally taken place and have always
served asaguidefor our national aspirations and interests. We believe that
such meetings will also benefit the strengthening of our independent

ARF Western US Central Committee
ADL Western US Executive Board
SDHP Western US Executive Committee
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Armenian Town Hit By Water Poisoning

More than a hundred residents of
the central Armenian town of Aparan
havereportedly been poisoned asaresult
of what authoritiesbelievewasaserious
contamination of drinking water.

Minister for Loca Government
Hovik Abrahamian presided Friday over
an emergency meeting at the Aparan
municipality that discussed urgent mea-
sures against the disease outbreak that
was first registered there Tuesday. The
meeting wasattended by HealthMinister
Norayr Davidian, Armenia s chief sani-
tary inspector, local government offi-
cials as well as representatives of the
national water utility.

According to Hayk Shmavonian,
director of the municipal hospital, 23
people have been hospitalized and diag-
nosed with dysentery. “ The condition of
the patients is good,” he told RFE/RL.
“Thehospital hasall thenecessary equip-
ment and medicines to treat them.”

“One child was discharged today.
We will start discharging others from
Monday,” he said.

Other officialsin Aparan said the
outbreak is now under control, arguing
that no fresh poisoning cases were reg-
istered on Friday.

“My mother, daughter, grand-
daughter were all taken to hospital with
fever and diarrhea,” Larisa, a middle-
aged|ocal woman, told RFE/RL. “ There
isn’tasinglehouseholdin our apartment
block which is unaffected by this,” she
added. “It al started on January 4 or 5.”

Levon Khachatrian, apro-govern-
ment parliamentarian representing the
local constituency, blamed the disease
outbreak on a sewage leak. “It's clear
that thisisthe result of the poor state of
the water distribution system,” he said.
“Forensic tests suggest that sewage got
mixed up with drinking water.”

But Kamo Aghababian, technical
director of astate-owned utility manag-
ing the water distribution networks out-
side Y erevan, insisted that this was not
necessarily the case. “At this point it is
still difficult to tell the cause of the
accident,” he said.

Utility workerswere still trying to
locatethe source of the contamination as
of Friday evening. They assured the
population of the small town 60 kilome-
tersnorthof Y erevanthat water supplied
to their homes has already been disin-
fected by additional amounts of chlo-
rine.

Former USEnvoytoTurkey PredictsArmenian
GenocideResolution Will Pass

Continued frompagel

yet to use a certain terminology. No
matter whether a draft resolution
passes, it will not have alegal charac-
ter because [U.S. President George
W.] Bush strongly supports Turkey,”
he added.

Asked whether Washington
would voice support for Prime Minis-
ter Recep Tayyip Erdoganinthe presi-
dential electionsslated for May, Parris
said he personally believed that the
Bush administration would not give a
signal for Cankaya.

“If it does so, it would be a
surprise for me. Erdogan was at the

Oval Office a couple of months ago.
The U.S. president officially support-
ing Erdogan’s candidacy [for presi-
dency] would surprise me,” he said.

In comments on the U.S. ap-
proach in the event of a possible
cross-border operation by Turkey to
crack down on the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK)
camps in northern Iraq, Parris said:
“This is an assumption. A cross-
border operation is not an easy deci-
sion for Turkey. It will not be easy
for the Bush administration to decide
on how to approach [toward a pos-
sible Turkish decision on a cross-
border operation].”
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Turkish,Armenian BusnessesDemand
Border Opening

YEREVAN -- The border be-
tween Turkey and Armenia has been
shut for 14 years because of a dispute
rooted in the centuries-old suspicions
between Muslims and Christians in
this remote part of the world.

But the business communitiesin
both countries pay heed to a different
imperative — making money — and
they aretellingtheir political |leadersto
put the past behind them.

“I want the borders opened,”
Turkish businessman Kaan Soyak told
Reuters on the sidelines of a confer-
encein Armenia scapital at the week-
end that brought together business
leaders and officials from both coun-
tries.

“Thefirst problem is the lack of
trust. Turks don’t know Armenians
and Armenians don’t know Turks be-
cause there is no connection. ... We
need more dialogue, more visits.”

Turkey and Armeniasharea355-
km (220 mile) frontier that snakes
through the Caucasus mountains.

Ankara closed all border cross-
ingsand cut diplomatic tiesin 1993 to
protest at the seizure by Armenian
forces of territory in ex-Soviet
Azerbaijan, Turkey’ shistorical ally that
at the time was fighting a war with
Armenia

Lurking in the backdrop are Ar-
menian accusations that Turkey car-
ried out a genocide of 1.5 million Ar-
menians during the last days of the
Ottoman Empire.

Turkey denies there was a geno-
cide, a stance that has complicated its
bid to join the European Union,

These though are not the most
immediate concerns for businesses
struggling to operate in this isolated
corner.

For Turkey, the closed border
meansbuilding materialsand textilesit
exports to the booming Russian mar-
ket have to go by road via Georgia to
the north, instead of using the cheaper
but now rusting railway route through
Armenia.

Armenia, under virtual blockade
because its border with Azerbaijan to
the east is also closed, has to import
goods from Turkey by air or through
third countries. And Armenian exports
have to go around Turkey.

Mounting Pressure
“Therearetwo aspects: (opening
the border) will make trade with Tur-
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key cheaper and on the other hand it
will openuptransit routesfor Armenia
to the Mediterranean,” said Arsen
Kazaryan, an Armenian businessman.

With no sign of any diplomatic
thaw soon between Y erevan and An-
kara, business groups are trying to
ratchet up the pressure for the border
to be re-opened.

The conference, at Yerevan's
plushest hotel, was organized by a
U.S.-based think tank and attracted
several hundred entrepreneurs, econo-
mists, researchers and officials.

It was supported by the U.S.
government. All speakers werein fa-
vor of re-opening the border.

A cross-border business lobby,
the Turkish-Armenian Business De-
velopment Council, is spearheading
the campaign.

Mayors and regional bosses near
the border with Armenia in eastern
Turkey — one of the poorest parts of
the country and the area that would
gain most from free trade links — are
also pressing Ankara on the issue.

Soyak, co-chair of the Business
Development Council, said opening
the border would mean a flood of
Armeniantouristsvisiting historicsites
in eastern Turkey like Ani, once the
capital of a medieval Armenian king-
dom.

“That would mean $100 per day
(from each visitor),” he said. “The
eastern part of Turkey doesn't have
that sort of money.

“Unfortunately, the central gov-
ernment in Turkey does not take into
considerationthe problemsof the east-
ern part.”

In the meantime, people in Tur-
key and Armenia are not waiting for
thepoliticians.

Charter flightsregularly take Ar-
menian tourists to Turkish holiday re-
sorts and Turkish businessmen can be
seeing cutting dealsin hotel lobbiesin
Y erevan.
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“Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth”
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Armenia: Scientific Sector Getsa Boost

Y er evan hasanew program todemonstratethat Armenian science
and technology can still attract investors

by Haroutiun Khachatrian
EurasiaNet

With an eye toward attracting
foreigninvestment, the Armenian gov-
ernment is trying to update and over-
haul Armenia’s scientific sector for
the first time since the collapse of the
Soviet Union.

During the Soviet era, Armenia
was known for its scientific edge —
asidefrom academic pursuits, thecoun-
try excelled in applied uses of physics,
chemistry, and materials sciences. As
in other former Soviet republics,
though, the end of Kremlin subsidies
for research institutes involved in the
development of technologies for the
Soviet military left many scientific pro-
fessionals without work, prompting a
brain drain that still continues. Those
scientists|eft behind continue to work
under difficult conditions, with almost
no funding for scientific projects and
salaries barely over the minimum of
$40-$50 per month. Scientificresearch
and development accounts for less
than 1 percent of Armenia’s gross
domestic product.

The government is now trying to
correct that situation. In May 2006,
the Armenian parliament adopted alaw
for the state support of so-called “in-
novativeactivities.” Four monthslater,
the government adopted a five-year
program outlining specific measures
to encourage scientific innovation.

"Thisprogramisthefirst serious
attempt by the Armenian government
to show that Armenian scientific prod-
uctsareinterestingtoinvestors,” com-
mented Ashot Khandanian, head of the
department of science, technology,
and investment policy at the Ministry
of Trade and Economic Development.
Both theUnited NationsIndustrial De-
velopment Organi zation and theUnited
Nations Development Program have
pledged their financial and technical
support for the government’s plans.

Under the program, an analytical
center, housed in an existing scientific
institute, will evaluate promising sci-
entific projects and devel opments and
then promote the findings to outside
investors. In a complementary move,
the government intends in 2007 to
adopt legislation to establish venture
capital fundsthat would use both state
and private monies to encourage de-
velopment of privately run scientific
projects.

The lack of such financing has
already tripped up some scientific in-
stitutes from securing foreign invest-
ment. In one such institute, according
to Khandanian, aproposal from alead-
ing European consulting firm for mass
production of nano-batteries with bet-
ter performancefell flat after theinsti-
tutefailedto securethe $15,000 needed
to produce atrial run of the batteries
for testing and certification. No legal

basisexisted for thegovernment itself,
in the absence of private funds, to
back the project, Khandanian said.

Meanwhile, a draft proposal on
restructuring academic scientific re-
search was released in October 2006
for public discussion; reforms are ex-
pected to start in 2007 once a final
policy paper is adopted. As an initial
step, the monthly salary of scientific
workers in state-run institutes, which
averages about 22,000 drams, or $50
(thenational averageis 60,000 drams),
will be doubled in 2007.

The private sector is also getting
involved in developing Armenia' s re-
search potential. The privately funded
National Foundation of Science and
Advanced Technologies (NFSAT),
together with ateam of business con-
sultants, recently sent out promotional
materials on 16 peer-reviewed scien-
tific proposals to potential investors
worldwide. The Washington-based
Civilian Research and Development
Foundation — an NFSAT partner that
tries to reverse the outflow of scien-
tific specialists from former Soviet
republics — provided $36,000 for the
initiative.

The program has already had one
success. Plans are now under way for
ajoint venture between an Armenian
researchers’ group and an American
firm interested in a vibration detector
developed at Y erevan State University
that can be used in seismic devices.

"These successes are important
not only by themselves, but also as
evidencethat Armeniaisstill acountry
with a scientific sector which is inter-
esting for investors,” commented
NFSAT chairman Harutyun
Karapetyan. “ Theproblemisthat many
people, bothin Armeniaand abroad, do
not believethis. Skepticismisstill high
about the potential of Armenian sci-
ence and its ability to create viable
products.”

The government’s Khandanian
shared NFSA T’ soptimism. Having one
successful proposal out of the 48 re-
ceived by NFSAT is not a bad result
for a country like Armenia, he said.
“With start-up businesses, three, four,
or five successful results out of a
hundred are considered normal,” he
said.

Whether similar results can be
obtained el sewhereremainsto be seen,
but the government maintains that Ar-
menia has the wherewithal for other
joint ventures as well. More than a
dozen Armenian institutes of applied
science continue to work successfully
andregularly cooperatewith colleagues
in Europe, the United States, and China,
Khandanian said.

Haroutiun Khachatrian is a
Y erevan-based writer specializing
in economic and political affairs.
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Project Discovery TeamsWith Yerevan Sate
Univer sity toEstablish Archeol ogical Research and
Conservation Laboratory

ery! President, Teryl Minasian Asher

Project Discovery! contributed
$25,000 to create the Yerevan State
University Research and Conservation
Laboratory, which will be housed in
approximately 3,000 squarefeet of space
provided by the University initshistori-
cal building on Abovyan Street. The
Laboratory isamuch needed resourceto
integratetheprocessof discovery, analy-
sisand preservation of Armenian antig-
uities.  Project Discovery! and the
University expect that the Laboratory
will havealong-ranging, positiveimpact
on the future of Armenian archaeology.

Two of the most serious threats to
the preservation of Armenia’s cultural
heritage are the impending loss of valu-
able artifacts and monuments due to a
woeful lack of resourcesin the field of
conservation, and a diminished interest
inthefield of archaeology on the part of
students and young archaeol ogists who
view it as a profession with no future.

In the last three decades, analysis
and conservation of artifacts has been
sorely neglected. Today there are many
unique collections of highly valuable
artifacts which cannot be studied or
displayedtothepublicbecauseof lack of
resourcesfor scientificanalysisand con-
servation. Analysisplaysacrucial rolein
the process of archaeological investiga-
tion, serving as the basis for scholarly
conclusions regarding the development
of thehistory and civilizations of Arme-
nia from earliest times to the present.
The process of conservation cannot be
completed successfully without the sci-
entific study of the physical properties
and conditions of the artifactsin alabo-
ratory. Many artifacts have been lan-
guishing in museum storerooms for up
to 30 years, without any analysishaving
been conducted. Without proper analy-
sis, these artifacts, the embodiment of
Armenid s cultural legacy, are reduced
to mere souvenirs.

Theinability to properly analyze
and conserve artifacts uncovered in
excavations also threatens the contin-
ued cooperation of international teams
of archaeologists in Armenia. In re-
cent years there has been a tremen-
dous upswell in interest in Armenia’s
cultural past on the part of the interna-
tional community. The resulting in-
flux of foreign scholarsand fundsis of
great importance to the future of Ar-
menian archaeology. It is therefore

imperative that Armenia develop a
strong infrastructure to encourage fur-
ther collaborativeprojectsin Armenia.

An even more insidious conse-
guence of the lack of proper labora-
tory facilitiesistheseverelimitationsit
imposes on the educational process.
Today, University students are only
able to participate in archaeological
excavationsand gather material froma
site. Without a laboratory, they have
no ability to learn about the analysis
and conservation phases of archaeol-
ogy. The paucity of specialistsin the
field of conservation and the advanced
age of the existing professionals make
it of the utmost importance to create a
research and conservation laboratory
to provide Armenian students and
young archaeol ogists with all the edu-
cational tools they need to succeed.
The availability of proper training for
students will encourage them to enter
the field, which will promote the next
generation of archaeologists and con-
servationists. The Y SU Research and
Conservation Laboratory will complete
the cycle of education —from thefield
to the laboratory.

The Laboratory, which will be
developed in several stages, will be
staffed by specialists in the conserva-
tion and restoration of pottery, metal,
wood, and other artifacts. In 2006,
1,000 square feet were renovated and
equipped for the conservation of pot-
tery and metal artifacts, making the
laboratory fully functional in 2007.

Later, whenadditional fundingis
secured, the renovation of the remain-
ing 2,000 square feet will be com-
pleted, the analytical research work
expanded, and the conservation of
wood, glass and other categories of
artifacts added to the repertoire of the
Laboratory. Atthispoint, itisantici-
pated that the Laboratory will be ca-
pable of accepting orders for analysis
and conservation from other organiza-
tions, including international teams
excavating in Armenia, which will ul-
timately make the Laboratory a profit-
able, self-sustaining operation.

The Director of theLaboratory is
Hayk Avetisyan, Dean of the Faculty
of History at Y erevan State University.
Dr. Gregory Areshian, of the Cotsen
Institute at UCLA, will serve as advi-
sor to the Director.
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ARPA InstituteHostsJan 25 L ectureby
Har ut Sassounian

SHERMAN OAKS, CA -- The
ARPA Institutewill present aL ecture/
Seminar: “ Genocide Recognition, Tur-
key-ArmeniaRelationsand the Rol e of
the Diaspora,” by Harut Sassounian,
onJanuary 25, at the M erdinian School
auditorium, 13330 Riverside Dr.,
Sherman Oaks.

Sassounian’s lecture will cover
several topics, followed by an ex-
change of views with the audience:

— Genocide recognition, is it
really necessary?

— Should Armenians support or
oppose the application of Turkey for
EU Membership?

— Turkey-Armeniarelations

— Diaspora-Armeniarelations

— How best to organize the
Diaspora?

— The firing of U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Armenia John Evans

— Thehold on the nomination of
Ambassador-designate Richard
Hoagland

— UAF s assistance to Armenia
and Lebanon

— Lincy Foundation’s infra-
structure projects in Armenia and
Artsakh

Sassounian, the publisher of The
California Courier newspaper, is the

President of theUnited Armenian Fund
which has shipped $460 million worth
of humanitarian assistanceto Armenia
since 1989. Heis also the Vice Chair-
man of The Lincy Foundation which
has funded $230 million worth of in-
frastructure projects in Armenia and
Artsakh.

He worked for Procter and
Gamblein Geneva, Switzerland, asan
international marketing executivefrom
1978 to 1982. He served for 10 years
as a non-governmental delegate on
human rights at the United Nationsin
Geneva, playing a key rolein the UN
recognition of the Armenian Genocide
in 1985. He has a Master’s degree in
International Affairs from Columbia
University (NY) and an MBA from
PepperdineUniversity.

His book, "The Armenian Geno-
cide: The World Speaks Out, 1915-
2005, Documents and Declarations,’
published in 2005, was republished in
Arabictranslationin Lebanonin 2006.
He has been awarded the “Anania
Shiragatsi” medal of honor by thePresi-
dent of Armenia and has received nu-
merous other awards for his leader-
ship and community activities.

For more information, call Dr.
Hagop Panossian at (818)586-9660

AGBU LaunchesSummer I nternship Programin
Yerevan,ArmeniaApplication DeadlineMarch 15

AGBU is pleased to announce
the launch of the organization’s
Yerevan Summer Intern Program
(YSIP), which will kick off in the
summer of 2007 in Armenia’ s capital.
Joining its sister programs in New
York and Paris, YSIP is the latest
project that serves the needs of Arme-
nian college students who are eager to
learn about their heritage and develop
hands-on professional experience.

While in Armenia, students will
intern at the country’ s leading compa-
niesand organizations, and participate
in educational, cultural and social ac-
tivities. YSIP's program will include
language lessons, dance classes, his-
tory lectures and meetings with gov-
ernment officials, aswell assightseeing
throughout the country. Interns will
also have an opportunity to familiarize
themselves with AGBU’s Armenia
projects, such as the American Uni-
versity of Armenia (AUA), the Arme-
nian Philharmonic Orchestra (APO),
the three AGBU Children’s Centers,
Saint Gregory the Illuminator Church,
Saint NersessHospital, the Ultrasound
Center at Y erevan State Medical Uni-
versity, and Vaskenian Theological
Seminary.

Y SIPinternswill also enjoy vis-
iting someof Armenia smost beautiful
sites, including Lake Sevan, the an-
cient churches of Garni and Geghard,

andthecitiesof Dilijanand Gyumri. In
addition, tofamiliarizeparticipantswith
thegreat stridesAGBU programshave
made in the neighboring Republic of
Karabakh, interns will journey to the
Republic’s capital of Stepanakert, as
well as the newly built villages of the
Hadrut region. Students will have the
chance to personally experience the
Armenian homeland and get a better
understanding of their cultural identity
while gaining valuable career experi-
ence through their internships.

AGBU has aready enjoyed tre-
mendous success with its summer in-
tern programs in New York and Paris.
Together, the two programs drew 46
interns from twelve different countries
in 2006. The New Y ork Summer Intern
Program (NY SIP) will be celebrating its
20th Anniversary this year, while the
Paris program will mark itsfourth year.

For the summer of 2007, AGBU
expects to select 15-20 promising un-
dergraduateand graduate studentsfrom
around the world to participate in the
five-week internship program in Ar-
menia. The Y SIP application deadline
isMarch 15, 2007. Studentsinterested
inreceiving information or download-
ing applications can contact Y SIP by
emailingysip@agbu.org.

For more information about
AGBU anditssummer intern programs,
please visit www.agbu.org.

Upcomming Elections Should Mark “a Turning Point”

Continued frompagel

months,” said Grigor Harutiunian of
the opposition Artarutyun alliance.
“Given the political situation in the
country, thisis certainly not enough.”
OSCE monitoring should have begun

last month, he added.

Strohal insisted, however, that
European observers will have enough
time to monitor the entire electoral
process. “| understand these elections
might be in May, and it’s now Janu-
ary,” he said.

L eft Coast GalleriesPresentsAcclaimed
| nter national Artist Samvel Hambar dzumyan

STUDIOCITY, CA -- Left Coast
Gallerieswill premier international award
winning Armenian artist Samvel
Hambardzumyanin hisfirst soloshowin
three years, featuring never before seen
masterpieces, along with astunning col-
lection of oils, etchings and monotypes.
A reception for the artist will be held on
Thursday, February 8, 2007 from 6 to
9pmat 11324 VenturaBoulevard, Studio
City, CA 91607.

theYear” in Armenia, an honor which
Samvel repeatedly earned four times
throughout the 1980’s to 2000. The
late eighties began a long and distin-
guished run in 9 different Biennales
and Triennales, wheremost recently in
2005; Samvel earned the award of the
Lorenzo il Magnifico Medici medal at
the Florence Biennale.

2005 brought additional honors

With a presti-
gious career, span-
ning over 30 years,
complete with im-
pressivebiennial, tri-
ennial, and auction
records, Samvel
Hambardzumyan is
aliving master. An
Armenian treasure,
Samvel’s accom-
plished skill andtal-
ent encompass many
of the visual art
genres. He creates
both bold and inti-
mate works through
his own unique sense of irony and
romance, using integral composition
to portray characters which seem both
otherworldly and instinctively primal.
Featured in the permanent collections
of over 15 museums and galleries
worldwide, Samvel has gained the re-
spect and notice of the global art com-
munity.

From the early 1980's Samvel
was leaving hisindelible mark on the
art scene in Europe, collecting medals
and awards, among them “Best Y oung
Artist” inArmenia(1985), medalsfrom
theLithuanialnternational Art Confer-
ence (1984), and “Best Art Work of

“LoveStories#8" 8" x 11" Etching

as Samvel’s work was auctioned and
soldthrough“Bonhams& Buitterfields’.
With pieces in the permanent collec-
tions of museums like the Pushkin
Museum of Fine Arts in Moscow to
the National Art Gallery of Armenia,
and private and national collections
spanning the globe, Samvel isan artist
of enormousproportion. Despitethese
honors, the artist continues to plunge
into the depths of his heart, soul and
experience and create work which
speaks to the senses through story
woven thoughtfully and with deliber-
ate composition.
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USC Institute of Armenian Studies

Second Anniversary Gala Banquet
honoring

John Marshall Evans

US Ambassador to Armenia
(2004-2006)

For his distinguished service to the United States and the Armenian Republic
and his sacrifices for the Armenian Cause

Sunday, March 4, 2007
5:30 pm

Century Plaza Hyatt Regency Hotel
Los Angeles, CA

USC_CQL%?M

armenian@college.usc.edu — 213-821-3943

Further Details to Follow
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TheGlendalePolice Department isL ooking
for Bilingual Armenian/English

PoliceOfficers

TR T

Salary: $5,178t0 $6,764/per month

ThePolice Department pridesitself on providing thebest policeservice

tothecitizensof Glendale.

Wearelooking for dynamicindividualswho areinterestedin serving

their community and continuing theexcellenceof the Glendal e Police Department.

Thenext writtentest dateisMarch 13, 2007
Applicationsaredueby February 16, 2007

Policeofficerswith other agenciesareawaysencouraged to apply tojointhe

GlendalePoliceDepartment.

For moreinformation, please contact us:

Glendal ePolice Department —Recruitment Unit

131 North Isabel St. Glendale, CA 91206

Phone: (818) 548-3117

Email: gpdrecruiting@ci.glendal e.ca.usWebsite: www.joinGPD.com
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You can change your
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HYPNOSIS CENTER

i

* MwwnwbhbGGpne
UGpwpbpnn
dJwpniGiwybpwwjpb
thnthnfuniphtG
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Artin Sagherian
Hypnotherapy

Tel: 818-434-8118

Swugt. 1160 North Central Ave.,
# 210, Glendale

3tn. 818-434-8118
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Call for an appointment
or consultation
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«4U30»

Gphunwuwpnulwb Lniwquwfuntdpp
MEwnp NGh IwybpktG Gpqbtipne Swlop
Gphunwuwpn Bpghg LYwd Gpggnihph
ItwnwppppnennbGtpp Uptwb IGnwdw)ll
Nwquiphyht 818-590-2824
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Lrcyne (lywgbwt) bpduwiibubf dwlncwl bofdhprpny mwpkifigpi
BnLiInLLU[l, 2007—[121, U. Wbmpnu zwxg‘ un_wp, bl[b'lbﬂ’-”,{ 1?!;2, 17231
Sherman Way, Van Nuys, Juie i I], Wl.uu*uu[uuqﬁ:

Suibigregbuyple ghpunnmhp pupgrgbpbl hp fuligpo e Whiplpg
sl fry

Ui

Skp b Shiy. Upw dbpdwiibui

d frghts Qne g d8 b

SUFULUSUUUL

Nopwgbu; QQRULE LU, QURLEUT f SuwSmewts upure pr wfFrof
|73 [,‘Lu:lual.llnuil Eiluuuil[tgilb[nn_il:
Uprupbe Spift Snewp[F bgud Lp nfrugqup duyp dp, Bibgbgualp
ﬁ‘nll Uwmnnoiws ll.lill’l[1 CruHLIil ul[nhuil[l Eil[.‘ bpl[ilw!ﬁil up#mJnLﬁbwL.
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Yes, | wish to subscribeto

Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (oneyear) * $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Over seas.

N [ ——
Address; —----mmm o
City: --------- Sate: --------- Zip Code:------
Country: -------------
L R e Fax : -------m-mmmmemoeemeeeee

Su.ruusuuuu

Subigrighuy Z00E URLPUSUUEUL S Swiniwss mfuncp wnfifFnd,
Yppllsts YpfFulputs Uhn@bwl Qg prinlpwt Jwpsn Fhobp i
erpnp G hhlebgubpndh,  Lhplpgndu foe oquyg ppo penpogrog
guwlygr [Fhroibbpp i pe wgpppi Sphfs Upugpy UppwSos bubfr,

Upruwple Qpt, Znpt UppoSud bub bgus bp §pplbwbf sunnwpbp
Zpgll.lilll.lLll.lplﬂilb[l;‘il J[IL |78 J[lzm i:l‘u_/fr'uluitu |73 prn!wllitu qo[uut[[u}
l[l.uilqluu& 4‘[1 [1[1 Lll.upo"l.uluuil[lil:

Uwuinniwé 4nLH‘111 lnLuanpt )73 b‘pl[ﬁgﬁ upgw!nLﬂbwb u.:[nhuil[l
JuZT

U wnfiffmd Ypplbwt Qp ol Upo@bws bpums b fufob

Skp ke Sply. Uneupup Builyphu $100
Skp ke Sph. duprguts Guipupghub $100
Skp ke Sply. Puspuby Uikt $100
Sphfss Upyo Upuspinbuts $100
Spusps (hurgidply Uusorse yfousty $100
Spusps sy Tus &bty $100
Skp b Sph. Unpuyp UL[3sfrphuts $50
Skp ke Sph. Quipmgfu Bkl $50
Skp ke Sph. Uy Quee bt $50
Mr, & Mrs, R & Z Frank 350
Spuspy ey SEp Ugrunbuts $50
Skp ke Sply. Zpuitin lyu e b $30
Splyfits byiSusmn Qusprbobus $30

:?LuLli[lo"wgilblnL 4uuf:.u[1 [111 w:fn:.ui:nﬂ: S[uup D’n[ﬂS aF[Ill.lql.lllybl.llil[I

b gy, wyppts Sphpts Upupy UppwSwdbuts (Upuppbot) g
Swrmunnk Yfypllasts Yp Fuwlputs U Fhwl Som:

duapr e Bt puapdp hp ivSunnk Spipts Upufy UppwSud buisf
tmfums &bt [Fpoiip be 35S wgbu yinpSulpu e Pl jugbilpmf fplfs

YhLPYGUY 4/ -ULUTY UPNRE-EUT G+ NVUSUTL LU 2NRPPRY

Palm Springs
u3rsuuur8uerh NECUNMNFBEUL

Ouwd UhphGqu qbnwwtuh; G yhg GrGwjhG
2nowGhG, Jwpéant £ wpenud | pht ywhwinpniwé
uty GOapwpwG, 066 GuunwubGbwy, funhwGng
pninp jupdwpniphibGGtipnyg, dhGgke 5-6 hnqh
qh2tpbint mwpnnnipbwdp Condo: NLGh abLé
Lnnwiwqwb, swpniqh, ptiGhuh fuwnwnw)uw,
Ywlwswquwpn thhpGhph nwpwdép, hp juwnty

UpwywpwGaGtpnyg G 24-dwitiwg
wwwhnynipbwl uhuwnby:

Jwpdiwl qGbpa Ga

Nippwp, Cwpwp GL Uphpwyp $ 400
Long Weekend-Gtph hwdawp $ 500

Uty pwpwpniw) hwdwp’ $ 675

Uty wduniw) hwdwp $ 1450

Uwlnwdwulbnh hwdwn hbpwdwlGby

(818) 246-0125

Juraank UPpuXs

dUUUSPLU3P UER
(200 \NaGhh KUUUN)
UULL SGUUuU unkuLGMNE SULUUE

1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA

CENUQU3LLL
(626) 797-7680 (626) 398-0506

uchuusurnrueMnr Yyurbre

bwuwmwnhbuyh vky hwunwunniphid fp Yuphfp ndbh
upjvmnuinpnihhGbpnu cash register-h Ypuy:
Zbnwaduyl' (626) 833-2331:

Job Opportunity

Park Ranger - City of Glendale ($3,618 - $4,732/mo)
Peaceofficer position; patrol sparksand open space, conductsinterpretive
programs, search and rescueoperations, andwildlifeandresources
management.

HSGrad. Must bemin20yrsof age. XInt benefits.

Toapply, visitwww.ci.glendale.ca.usor call 818-548-2110.
Filingdeadline: February 9, 2007
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PGndGwinn UGgbwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwaquiy:
Proud Past, Exciting Future.

surr-YEARS

AGBU

GBU MANOOGIAN - DEMIRD]JIAN SCHOO

Accredited b)/ WASC
2007-2008 ACADEMICYEAR

You are invited to our

OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2007

REGISTRATION: 10:00 AM
PROGRAM AND CAMPUSTOUR: 10:30 AM

The school offers. . .

* A developmentally balanced and comprehensive preschool program for 3 and 4-year old children.
* A progressive and enriched curriculum in core and extended subjects in elementary school.

Parents are invited to join us to learn about our academic programs and educational opportunities
available to students, preschool through high school. You will have a chance to meet with school (jﬁcja]s,
tour the campus, pick up an application packet, and speak with admissions Qﬁ}cers.

RSYP OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT (818) 883-2428 EXT. 102

AGBU MANOOGIAN-DEMIRDJIAN SCHOOL
k 6844 Oakdale Avenue, Canoga Park, CA 91306

' THE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION WITH 30 YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERVICETO OUR COMMUNITY ‘

* A challenging college preparatory program, including Honors and Advanced Placement classes, in grades 6th through 12th.

A

AGBU - AYA GLENDALE-PASADENA CHAPTER
YOUNG LADIES COMMITTEE

Presents

A Romantic
Valentine Evening

Music by D] Heartbeat

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2007 — 8:00rMm

JJ’S STEAK HOUSE
88 W. COLORADO BOULEVARD, PASADENA, CA 91105

Donation $125 - Includes Admission, Drinks & Raffle
10 purchase tickets or more information, please call the AGBU Alex Manoogian Center (626) 794-7942

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

Bank of Orange County is a full service bank prepared to

meet the needs of both small and large businesses.

@ BANK of ORANGE COUNTY Commercial Real Estate

L 0S ANGELES HOTELS & RESORTS

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040 + 323.721.2100 « 714.879.2100 - commercecasino.com

Gus Ghusayni
Senior Vice President

\
4\ MUM ROWNE PLAZA > - . 411 N.Central Avenue
— - . Free Business Checking  pankoforangecounty.com
FDIC A Division of Placer Sierra Bank High Rate Money Market (818) 548-2720

Contact:




