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SAHAG-MESROB ARMENIAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSES

FOR 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL

Saturday, February 10, 2007, 9:30am — 12:00
3700 E. Serra Madre Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91107

626.351.6010

NURSERY/KINDERGARTEN/ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Saturday, March 3, 2007, 9:30am — 12:00
2501 N. Maiden Lane, Altadena, CA 91001

626.798.5020

Serving the community for 28 years
Accredited by Western Association of Schools & Colleges (WASC)
Accredited by Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI)

Curriculum:

Elementary School: We offer Armenian, Art, Bible, English, Math, Science, Social Studies, Computers,
Music, Band, Physical Education, Drama, Recorders.

Middle & High School: We offer U.C. approved College preparatory courses, Armenian, Art, Bible,
English, American Literature, English Literature, Algebral, Algebrall, Pre-Calculus, Physical Science,
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Civics, Health, Computer, U.S. History, World History, Band, Drama.
Honors and AP courses in several core subjects.

Pasadena City CollegeBridge program: We offer PCC collegelevel courseson our campusin English,
U.S. History, Political Science, etc.

Extra Curricular:

Elementary School: Extensivefield trips, Speech Meets, Piano Festivals, Spelling Bee contests, Science
Fairs, Concerts, Art Festivals, student programs for all festive and holiday occasions.

Middle & High School: Extensive field trips, 7 days to the East Coast, 15 days to Armenia, overnight
camping and nature hikes, Speech Meets, Piano Festivals, Spelling Bee contests, Science Fairs, Concerts,
Art Festivals, student programs for all festive and holiday occasions.

Faculty and Staff: Experienced teachers, mostly credentialed or masters degrees, ACSI certified, caring
and professional.

Students: We are student centered. Each student is nourished mentally, physically, spiritually,
emotionally, inafamily like safe and caring environment.

Tuition: The most affordable of private schools.
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Friday,

St. Gregory’s Hovsepian
Preschool 1o 8th Grade

Open House

March 2nd, 2007
5.00 pm to 8:00 pm

Tour the campus and discover
the wondrous world of
Hovsepian School

Welcome

to an Armenian institution,
bursting with creativity,

energetic faculty,

and student-centered facility.

WASC Accredited

Preschool starts from
ages |8 months to 4 years

Limited Group Size In Classrooms
Credentialed Teachers and Administrators
Balanced Armenian & English Literacy Program

Displayed Art and Science Fair Projects

626.578.1343

A Safe & Healthy Atmosphere

2215 East Colorado Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91107
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ReportersSansFrontiers: It Just UnderlinesT hat

theAuthoritiesAreAfraid
Private TVs Set Artificially High Prices For Campaign Ads

Armenia sleading privatebroad-
casters under pressure form the re-
gime have set artificially high prices
for political advertisementsto beaired
during theunfolding el ection campaign.

Opposition leaders have claimed
the prohibitive cost of such advertsis
aimed at effectively barring opposition
parties from using the electronic me-
diaintherun-uptotheMay parliamen-
tary elections. Armenian law guaran-
tees them only 60 minutes of free
airtime on state television and 120
minutes on state radio.

“The prices were set for pro-
government parties,” said Grigor
Harutiunian, aleading member of the
People's Party of Armenia. “Only po-
litical forces with dirty money can
afford them.”

“They are driving us to the
streets,” warned Smbat Ayvazian of
the radical Hanrapetutyun party.

Some representatives of the gov-
erning coalition agreed that the cam-

paign ad rates, varying from 80,000
drams to 130,000 drams ($365) per
minute, aredisproportionately highfor
acountry like Armenia.

In another blow to the opposi-
tion, it emerged on Tuesday that 18 out
of the 29 local TV stations across
Armenia have mysteriously decided
not torun any pre-election advertising.
Opposition politiciansand somemedia
experts believe that this will not keep
them from promoting pro-government
candidates in their news programs.

Theopposition complaints, mean-
while, were echoed by atop represen-
tative of Reporters Sans Frontiers
(RSF), a Paris-based media watch-
dog. “It's a very crude way of pre-
venting an opponent from addressing
the country’ s population,” ElsaVidal,
the RSF director for Europe and the
former Soviet Union, told RFE/RL.

“It's old and useless method. It
just underlines that the authorities are
afraid,” charged Vidal.

Youth Wingsof Opposition PartiesSign
a Satement of Cooper ation

Led by the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party “ Sarkis Dkhrouni” youth
and student union, the youth wings of seven opposition political parties signed
a statement of cooperate, pledging to use all their resources to ensure a free
and fair parliamentary €election this coming May.

Theyouth wingsset aside difference of ideology in hopes of establishing

City of LosAngelesCallson the Gover nment
ToRecognizeTheArmenian Genocide

The Los Angeles City Council went on record Wednesday in support of
a proposed federal resolution asking the U.S. government to recognize the
Armenian genocide, which resulted in deaths of 1.5 million people in 1915.

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Pasadena, introduced HR 106 on Jan. 30, asking
President Bush to recognize the killings committed by Turkey’s Ottoman
Empire during World War .

" Thiscrimeagai nst humanity succeededintheelimination of 3,000 years
of cultural history in Ottoman, Turkey, and it was something (Adolf) Hitler
cited when he began the Holocaust of the Jews,” Councilman Eric Garcetti
said just before the council unanimously voted to support the resolution. “He
said, “After all, who remembers the Armenians?”’

"These atrocities occurred a long time ago, and we're still fighting for
the first condition of justice, the recognition of the gravity of the evil done,”
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosasaid during anewsconferenceinfront of City Hall.
“It is time we honored the Armenian people by taking the first step toward
justice.”

In other action, the City Council’s Arts, Parks, Health and Aging
Committee agreed that Los Angeles should adopt Y erevan as a sister city.

| talian Produced Armenian GenocideDocumentary
“TheLark Farm” Featured at the

Berlin Film Festival

A film depicting the
tragedy of arich family al-
most wiped out in the mass
killingsof Armeniansby Ot-
toman Turksin 1915 is not
meant to be anti-Turkish,
thedirectorssaidonWednes-
day.

Italy’s Taviani broth-
ers say “The Lark Farm”,
featuring at the Berlin film
festival, has a broad mes-

a truly democratic republic, represented by the people, and not oligarchical
system. “We have not gathered here to decide whether to tend to the needs of
Russia or to the USA. We have a greater problem facing our country and
Armenian Nationasawhole”, mentioned author of theinitiative, head of “ Sargis
Tkhrouni” youth union Narek Galstyan. “A transparent democratic systemis
imperative for the people of the country to address the needs and concerns of
the people.” Galstyan continued.

The statement authored by the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
“Sarkis Dkhrouni” youth union was signed by the representatives of the youth
wingsof “New Times” Party, National League of Y oung Democrats, Armenian
Pan-National Movement, “ Republic” Party, National Democratic Alliance, and
National Self-Determination Union. They expect other partiesand NGOsto al'so

sign the statement of cooperate in the near future.

Armenian Community of L ouisianaM obilized for
Passage of HR 106

Louisiana branch of the Arme-
nian Council of Americastrongly urged
members of the Congress from Loui-
sianato sponsor House Resolution 106.
House Resolution 106 calls upon the
President to ensure that the foreign
policy of the United States reflects
appropriate understanding and sensi-
tivity concerning issues related to hu-
man rights, ethnic cleansing, and geno-
cide documented in the United States
record relating to the Armenian Geno-
cide.

On February 11, the Armenian
Council of America of Louisiana in
cooperation with St. Garabed Arme-
nian Church of Louisiana organized a
signing petition advocating their re-
spective members of congress to co-
sponsor the Armenian Genocide reso-

lution H.R. 106, as well as House
Resolution 102; condemning the as-
sassination of human rights advocate
and outspoken defender of freedom of
the press, Turkish-Armenian journal-
ist Hrant Dink on January 19, 2007.

In aletter addressed to the Con-
gressional legislators of Louisianaac-
companied with the petition,
Louisiana s chapter of the Armenian
Council of America stated that the
Armenian Genocide is an irrefutable
historical fact and the Armenian Coun-
cil of America along with Armenian
Americans of Louisianaurge the Con-
gressional representativesto act insur-
ing the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide so that the cycle of genocide
and its denial are ended, and this hu-
man tragedy is never repeated.

sage about the human catas-
trophe of modern conflict.
Sparing little detail, the drama shows
Ottoman Turks decapitating, castrating
and dismembering themen of the Arme-
nian family in front of their wives and
children, who are themselves sent on a
punishing forced march towards the
desert.

"Thismovieisnot against Turks,”
director Paolo Taviani told Reutersinan
interview, pointing out aTurkishmanis
instrumental in saving some of the
family’ s children.

"Itisnot the Turkswho kill —itis
theY oung Turks—apolitical movement.
It is exactly the same as what happened
inltaly with the Fascistsandin Germany
under Nazism.”

At the end of the press screening,
the audience sat in stunned silence.

Ahead of thefilm’spublicrelease,
the Taviani brothers said they were un-
aware of any adverse reaction from
Turkey. Berlin’ sTurkishembassy saidit
had received no response to the film
from Ankara.

Although alove story between an
Armenian and Turk isamajor part of the
film and some Ottoman soldiers are

“TheLark Farm”

portrayed as being reluctant to carry out
orders to kill their friends, the focus is
firmly on the suffering of the Armenian
family.

"We wanted to comment on cur-
rent events like Kosovo, and Rwanda,”
said Paolo Taviani's brother Vittorio.
“We thought we should look at one of
the most horrifying tragedies of man-
kind becausethereisnothingworsethan
a war between people who know each
other well.”

The brothers say they are sure
Turkey shouldjointheEU. “ (But) weare
convinced ... of the necessity that it
publicly recognizes the historical truth
of the Armenian tragedy, in the same
way as Germany and Italy have cometo
termswiththeir criminal past,” they said
in a statement.

Actress Arsinee Khanjian, who
plays a mgor character in “The Lark
Farm”, says Turkey still hasaway to go.
“Turkey must changeitsapproach tothe
Armenian genocide but it also has big
human rights problemswith many other
minorities,” the actress of Armenian
descent told Reuters.

Currently only 1 out of the 7
Louisiana Congressmen have signed
on to the current legislation. Due to
outside pressure, as well as from the
administration, Representative Bobby
Jindal withdrew his co-sponsorship of

H.R. 106.

“Even though at some points it
seems to be an uphill battle, we must
continue to strife and persevere for

Continued on page3



(2

Massis weekly

FEBRUARY 17, zooa

Armenia'sHunchakian Party YouthAddress
Embassy'slnailitytoProtect Armeniansin Russia

The " Sarkis Dkhrouni” youth and
student association of the Social-Demo-
crat Hunchakian Party addressed For-
eignMinister Vartan Oskanianinanopen
letter onFeb. 12in'Y erevan accusingthe
Armenian Embassy of indifference to-
wardsthehatecrimescommitted against
local Armeniansin Russia.

Theletter isacall to action for all
representatives of the Embassy includ-
ing the Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Armen Smbatyan. A se-
ries of attacks and murders committed
against Armenians has prompted the
youth association of the Hunchaks to
ask for a more vigorous actions by the
foreign ministry to end the bloodshed
through diplomatic means. The youth
stated that the Embassy does not serve
its intended purpose of a diplomatic
office, rather it actsasa“trade organiza-
tion.” The open letter also urged the
Foreign Ministry of the Republic of
Armenia to be proactive towards the
situation rather than the reactive or in
some instances non-active approach to-
wards the situation.

Commenting on the accusations
of negligence and lack of concern,
Smbatyan responded to the “Sarkis
Dkhruni” youth branch of Huchakian
Social-Democraticparty inArmeniastat-
ingthat every ethnic hatecrimeistreated
with high importance and swift mea-
sures are taken to curtail further in-
stances of such criminal acts. Addition-
aly, he claims that all crimes are com-
muni cated withintheMinistriesof Inter-
nal and Foreign Affairs and the Plenipo-
tentiary of Russia.

Although Smbatyan agrees that
there might be some dissatisfaction
among the people with the Consul’s
services, he is assured that the Arme-
nian Embassy in Russia does every-
thing possible to protect Armenians
from the violence which has been re-
ported in the media. He added that the
causes of these attacks on Armenians
have been cases of xenophobia and
that they are not particularly geared
towards Armenians but to all people
living in Russiawho are of non-Slavic
backgrounds.

ArmeniaToGet Crucial FerryLink With Russia

Armenia will gain next month a
long-awaited second rail ferry link with
the outside world that will substantially
reduce the cost of its transport commu-
nication with Russia and possibly other
countries, officials said on Tuesday.

Transport and Communications
Minister Andranik Manukian and a top
representative of a Swiss-based com-
pany signed in Y erevan amemorandum
on the launch of aregular ferry service
between the Georgian Black Sea port of
Poti and Russia' s Port-Kavkaz.

Thecompany, ReserveCapita Cor-
poration, isto operate the link with two
heavy ferryboats that are reportedly un-
dergoing technical tests at the moment.
The Armenian side, for its part, will
agree all legal aspects of the cargo ser-
vice with the Georgian and Russian
governments.

“This ferryboats will work only
for Armenia,” said Manukian, adding
that they will accept the first Armenian

cargos in mid-March. He said Russia's
continuing transport blockade of Geor-
giawill not affect their operations.

“This service will ensure a direct
connection between the Armenian and
Russian economies, whichisvery impor-
tant,” said Arsen Ghazarian, chairman of
the Armenian Union of Industrialistsand
Entrepreneurs, abusinessassociationthat
has lobbied for its creation.

Armeniancompaniescurrently im-
port and export goodsto Europe and the
former Soviet Union through a similar
service linking Poti with the Ukrainian
port of llyichevsk. The Russian block-
adeimposed on Georgialast year stripped
them of any aternative and less costly
ways of making shipments to and from
Russia, a key export market for many
Armenian firms.

A Russian-Armenianferry link was
already launched two years ago but was
cancelled shortly afterwards after re-
portedly incurring losses.
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Vazgen M anukyanAttendsRound TableForum

The Social
Democrat Hunchakian
Party “Sarkis

Dkhrouni” youth and
student union on Feb-
ruary 10th continued
itsseriesof roundtable
forums. The panelist
of this month’s forum
was Mr. Vazgen
Manukyan. Mr.
Manukyanwasamem-
ber of the Karabakh
committeeand asare-
sult was arrested in
December 1988 along with other mem-
bers of the Karabakh committee and
spent six months in the Matrosskaya
Tishina prison in Moscow. Mr.
Manukyan has served as prime minister
and acting defense minister of the Re-
public Armenia. Currently heisamem-
ber of parliament and thechairman of the
National Democratic Union Party .

The topic of the forum was the
independence and establishment of the
Republic of Armenia, and the establish-
ment and development of the Armenian
army.

Mr. Manukyanwasableto provide
insight of theestablishment of theArme-

ol -.-,h _ & »
nian Republic and the trials and tribula-
tions associated with it to the 30 plus
youngintellectual sof al educational back-
grounds attending the forum. Using
specific examples, Mr. Manukyan aso
addressed the hardships the Republic
went through while he was Minister of
Defense in establishing a viable armed
forces while in the midst of the war of
liberation of Artsakh. He also touched
upon reasoning’s and consequences of
certain operations during the war. Mr.
Manukyan al so thanked the young orga-
nizers of the forum, which he considers
avaluabletool for thefutureintellectuals
and leaders of Armenia.

Armenian Editor'sCar Damaged I nArsonAttack

A car belonging to
Ara Saghatelian, editor of
the weekly “Im iravunk”
(My Right), burst into
flames on February 9
shortly after heparkeditin
the yard of his paper’'s
editorial office, Noyan
Tapan and RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian Service reported. &
It is not clear whether the
incident was related to
Saghatelian’s journalistic
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activities. A vehiclebelong-

ing to Suren Baghdasarian, editor of “Football Plus,” was destroyed by fire 10
days earlier (see “RFE/RL Newsline,” January 31, 2007).
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Anxiety GripsTurkishIntdlectuals
After Dink Murder

By Burak Akinci,
AFP

Hated by ultra- |
nationalist groupsfor |
their dissident views,
liberal Turkish intel- ||
lectuals have grown
even more anxious
due to increasing
threats and hate mail
following the murder
of ethnic Armenian
journalist Hrant Dink.

Speculation has |
been rife here that
Orhan Pamuk, the
winner of the 2006

at Columbia University, where heisa
fellow. Pamuk has chosen to remain
silent over his departure which came
two weeks after Dink, 52, was gunned
down outside the offices of hisweekly
newspaper in Istanbul by a 17-year-
old suspected nationalist.

The novelist’s close friends and
publishersin Turkey deny claims that
he has fled or gone into a temporary
exile after receiving threats, similar to
those sent to Dink before his killing.
“Hedid not escape from Turkey, there
was nothing extraordinary in his de-
parture and he will be back,” a close
colleague said on condition of ano-
nymity.

Dink had become a hate figure
for describing as genocide the 1915-
1917 massacres of Armenians under
the Ottoman Empire and had been
given asix-month suspended sentence
under a controversial penal code ar-
ticle which penalizes insulting
“Turkishness’. Like Dink, Pamuk had
also been tried under the same article
for contesting the official state line on
the World War | massacres which
categorically denies they constituted
genocide.

The case was dropped on atech-
nicality but turned Pamuk into a“trai-
tor” for ultra-nationalists. One of the
eight men charged over Dink’ smurder
warned Pamuk to watch out and “ come
to his senses’ while he was being
brought to court last month. Pamuk is
among more than adozen intellectuals
and journalists who were assigned
bodyguards not long after Dink’ smur-
der.

Another one is Baskin Oran, a
professor of political sciences and au-
thor of a controversial government-
sponsored report in 2004 which made
radical recommendations to the gov-
ernment to improve the rights of the
restive Kurdish community and non-
Muslim minorities. The report was
branded treasonous by nationalists,

Nobel Literatureprizelaureate Or han Pamuk (R) stands
at theentranceof the Agosofficeafter acondolencevisit
toTurkish-Armenian journalist Hrant Dink’ scolleagues

Nobel LiteraturePrize, i |stanbul January 21, 2007
has fled the country

over security concerns ever since he
left for New Y ork last month to teach

disowned by the government and led
to Oran facing charges of insulting the
Turkish judiciary of which he was
acquitted.

Oran, who has been receiving
threats since then, wrote in a recent
newspaper column that there was a
“culture of lynching” in Turkey and
argued that the state had to protect its
citizens without waiting for them to
request protection. “Did | ask for pro-
tection?No. | donotdemandit, itisthe
state’ s principal duty,” said the acade-
mician who recently filed a complaint
over the threats he received.

"The prosecutor summoned me
and asked whether it would be possible
for me to reconcile with those who
threaten me. | said no,” he wrote.

Erol Onderoglu, the representa-
tivein Istanbul of mediarightswatch-
dog Reporters Without Borders, said
that police, already under firefor their
handling of the Dink case, finally as-
signed protection to intellectual s so as
not to face any more embarrassment.
Turkish newspapers have accused
policeof receivingintelligencelast year
of aplot tokill Dink, but failing to act
onit, whileavideo |eaked to themedia
two weeks ago showed security forces
posing with Dink’s alleged assailant
for “souvenir pictures’ shortly after
his capture.

"When policeareableto put thou-
sands of officers on duty at football
matches, could they not also assign
bodyguardstotheseintellectuals,” said
Onderoglu, who described the threats
againstintellectualsnot asisolated acts
but an organized campaign.

Since Dink’s killing, a group of
10 non-governmental organizations
have presented a proposal to amend
the penal code article — under which
Dink was convicted — inorder tolimit
its scope and boost freedom of expres-
sion. Facing both presidential and gen-
eral elections this year amid a rising
wave of nationalism, the government
hasyet to giveitsview on the proposal
to change the article.
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Hrant Dink Program At UCLA, February 25

UCLA—"Hrant Dink: HisLegacy
and His Challenge” is the theme of an
afternoon

program to be held at UCLA in
tribute to Hrant Dink. The event will
include speakers from Turkey and the
United States, avideo presentation, mu-
sical interludes, and a general discus-
sion, followed by the sharing of the
traditional memorial “helva.”

The Sunday afternoon program
will beheld on February 25, at 3:30 p.m.
in 147 Dodd Hall onthe UCLA campus.
The sponsoring organizations are the
UCLA Armenian StudiesProgram, Near
Eastern Center, and Jewish Studies Cen-
ter, together with the Organization of
Istanbul Armenians(OIA) and Initiative
of Turkish Students to Commemorate
“Our Hrant.” Professor Richard
Hovannisianof UCLA will moderatethe
event. Keynote speakers are Professor
Ayse Gul Altinay of Sabanci University
in Istanbul, adear friend of Hrant Dink,
and Dr. Ruben Cetinyan, a Ph.D. in

political sciencefromUCLA. Brief com-
mentswill bemadeby Mr. SimonAcilac,
President of the OIA; Ms. Zeynep
Turkyilmaz of the Initiative of Turkish
Students; and Dr. David Myers, Direc-
tor of the Jewish Studies Center. Musi-
cal selections will be rendered by Mr.
Albert Gyunasdyan, violin, and Mr.
Mamekon Arutunyan, duduk. A video
montage of “Our Hrant” will be shown
during the program.

The program is open to the
public at no charge on a first-come
basis. Parkingmay befoundalongHilgard
Avenue or in Structure No. 2 ($8.00),
entrance from Hilgard Avenue at
WestholmeAvenue. Dodd hall islocated
one block directly north of the parking
structure.

For further information: Prof.
Richard Hovannisian:
hovannis@history.ucla.edu,

telephone 310-825-3375, office
hours, MWF, 9 am. — 12:00 noon, or
Zeynep Turkyilmaz: zeynep@ucla.edu.

ArmeniaTreeProject PlansForest
InMemory Of Hrant Dink

Soon after the tragic death of Armenian editor and journalist Hrant Dink,
a group of donors contacted Armenia Tree Project (ATP) expressing interest
in planting a special forest in his memory.

Last week, Armenians from I stanbul to Glendal e were shocked and grief-

stricken to learn of the tragic murder of Hrant Dink, the editor of the bilingual,
Istanbul-based Agos newspaper. Hrant Dink, who was convicted under
Turkey’s Article 301 for “insulting Turkishness” because of his frank discus-
sion of the Armenian Genocide, had been receiving death threats from right-
wing nationalistsin Turkey for months. On January 19, ayoung man made good
onthethreats, stalked Hrant Dink, and shot him several timesin the back of the
head.

Thekilling hasled to international outrage and expressions of sympathy.
On January 23, over 100,000 people in Turkey joined Hrant Dink’s funeral
procession. Asthey marched through the streets of Istanbul carrying signs that
said “Weareall Hrant,” they chanted “We are all Hrant, we areall Armenian.”
For more information about Hrant Dink, visit the web site www.hrantdink.org.

Hrant Dink named the newspaper he founded Agos, which in Armenian
means furrow. “ A furrow isfor planting and with the encouragement of donors
who have already come forward with initial funding, we will plant aforest as
a tribute to Hrant Dink,” said ATP Executive Committee member Nancy
Kricorian.

Armenia Tree Project (ATP), a grassroots-supported non-profit organi-
zation based in Watertown and Y erevan, conducts vitally important environ-
mental projects in Armenia’s impoverished and deforested zones and seeks
support in advancing its reforestation mission.

Since 1994, ATP has made enormous stridesin combating desertification
in the biologically diverse but threatened Caucasus region. Nearly 1.5 million
trees have been planted and restored, and hundreds of jobs have been created
for Armenians in seasonal tree-regeneration programs. For more information
or to support the forest in memory of Hrant Dink, visit www.ArmeniaTree.org.

Armenian Community of Louisiana M obilized
For Passage of HR 106

Continued frompagel

our cause.” stated Vasken Kaltakdjian,
chairman of Armenian Council of
America Louisiana chapter. He em-
phasized that the Turkish government
is also actively pursuing the legisla-
tors. “We are good friends with Con-
gressman Jindal, 