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HOMENMEN
Glendale Chapter

Celebrates

EASTER

EGGSTRAVAGANZA
Sunday April 8, 2007 f/

2:00 pm

At The
Brandview Collection

109 E. Harvard, Glendale, California

Join us for feast, fim and Easter games

with family and fiiends

ok For more info please call (818)384-2987

Donation:

$35 Adults, $25 Children (5-12)
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SUCCEED WITH INTEGRITY

J/AMERICA'S BEST)
COLLEQES
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-~
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“Succeed with Integrity: t's more than words. It's what
distinguishes APU from other schools and what we are
most proud of. Courses combine content and character,
producing successful alumni who are industry leaders:
(EOs, entrepreneurs and change agents.”
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LL.LU. Unlimybwl YtnpnGh
Upunwiwgy @wuntipuupuh
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena

ILENE BEZJIAN, DBA
Dean, School of Business and Management

5 BACHELOR'S PROGRAMS % 2 MASTER'S PROGRAMS

X (866) 209-1559 (toll free)
B www.apu.edu/sbm
EXD» sbmgrad@apu.edu
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e Uyphy Gpuunnil 818-243-4112 = Mupd puwmmb 818-244-3830
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AR
AZUSA PACIFIC
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Armenian GenocideResolution I ntroducedinthe
US Senate

TheArmenian Council of America
welcomed theintroduction of the Arme-
nian Genocide Resolution (S.Res.106)
intheU.S. Senate by Assistant Mgjority
Leader Dick Durbin (D-IL) and Senator
John Ensign (R-NV). The resolution is
parallel to the Armenian Genocide reso-
lution (H.Res.106), introduced within
the House of Representatives by Con-
gressman Adam Schiff (D-CA), George
Radanovich (R-CA), and Congressional
Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs Frank
Pallone (D-NJ) and Joe Knollenberg (R-
MI).

Both legidations call upon the
President toensurethat theforeignpolicy
of the United States reflects appropriate
understanding and sensitivity concern-
ingissuesrelatedto humanrights, ethnic
cleansing, and genocide documented in
the United States record relating to the
Armenian Genocide.

In aletter of gratitude sent to the
co-sponsors of the Armenian Genocide
resolution, the Armenian Council of
America stated the importance of reaf-
firmation of the Armenian Genocide as
animperative stepin ending the cycle of
genocide, and combating those who
wish to distort historical truth.

TheTurkishgovernmentaongwith
the United States State Department and

thecurrent administrationhasmultiplied
its efforts to deny the Armenian Geno-
cide declared Peter Darakjian Director
of the Armenian Council of America
“These resolutions are vital stepsin the
pro-active measure that the Armenian
American community has to have the
United States reaffirm the Armenian
Genocide,” said Darakjian. “We com-
mend the strong leadership of Senators
Dick Durbin (D-IL) and Senator John
Ensign (R-NV) aswell asal thelegisla-
tors who combat the current
administration’s web of lies.”

Joining Senators Durbin and En-
signasorigina cosponsorsof the Arme-
nian Genocide resolution are Senators
Wayne Allard (R-CO), Barbara Boxer
(D-CA), Sherrod Brown (D-OH), Norm
Coleman (R-MN), Susan Coallins (R-
ME), Christopher Dodd (D-CT), Eliza-
beth Dole (R-NC), Russell Feingold (D-
WI), Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Edward
Kennedy (D-MA), JohnKerry (D-MA),
Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Frank
Lautenberg (D-NJ), Joseph Lieberman
(I-CT), BarbaraMikulski (D-M D), Rob-
ert Menendez (D-NJ), Jack Reed (D-
RI), Charles Schumer (D-NY), Olympia
Snowe (R-ME), Debbie Stabenow (D-
M), John Sununu (R-NH), and Sheldon
Whitehouse (D-RI).

Bush Presses CongressTo Block

Armenian GenocideBill
Secretary of State Rice ClaimsThat the US Should Not Belnvolved

WASHINGTON, DC -- A senior
U.S. State Department official issueda
forceful appeal last Thursday for Con-
gress to reject a proposed resolution
defining as genocide the masskillings
of Armeniansintheclosing daysof the
Ottoman Empire.

Assistant Secretary of State
Daniel Fried said Turkishofficialshave
informed the United States that ap-
proval of the resolution could lead to
shutdown of the U.S. base at Incirlik
orarestrictiononU.S. overflight rights
granted by Turkey.

Fried said the United States also
has been informed that the Turkish
Parliament would respond with “ex-
treme emotion” if the Armenian reso-
lution were approved. He added that
such a step would undercut voices in
Turkey calling for a“truthful explora-
tion of these events in pursuit of
Turkey’s reconciliation with its own
past and with Armenia.”

Friedtestified beforeahearing of
aHouseForeign Affairssubcommittee
on Europe. Hehighlighted what hesaid
were growing calls in Turkey for
changes to Article 301 of the Turkish
Constitution, which criminalizes “in-
sulting Turkishness.”

The resolution, Fried said, runs
counter to the views of the 60,000-
70,000 Turkish-Armenian community
which, he added, has been warning
that the measure would “ raise popul ar

Secr etary of StateCondoleezzaRice

emotionsso dramatically astothreaten
their personal security.” He also said
the U.S. fear is that “passage of any
such resol ution would close mindsand
harden hearts.”

In joint identical letters to the
speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and two other senior members,
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
and Defense Secretary Robert Gates
said the resolution also could inflict
significant damage on U.S. efforts to
reconcile the long-standing dispute
between the West Asian neighbors.
Theappeal swent to Democratic House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi; Rep. John
Boehner, leader of the House’ sRepub-
lican minority; and Rep. Tom Lantos,
the Democrat who chairs the House
Foreign Affairs Committee.

The Associated Press obtained a

Continued on page3

OSCE KicksOff ArmenianVoteM onitoring
Vartan Oskanian: “WeNeed Fair ElectionsLike
Bread and Water”

The Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe announced
Wednesday the start of its observation
mission for the May 12 parliamentary
elections in Armenia which it hopes
will be more democratic than the ones
held until now.

As always, the crucial mission
will beorganized andled by the OSCE’s
election-monitoring body, the Office
for Democratic Institutions and Hu-
man Rights (ODIHR). It has already
deployed 13 election experts for that
purpose. They will be joined by 29
long-term observers from various
OSCE member states later this week.

The Warsaw-based body also
plans to dispatch some 300 short-term
European and American observers to
polling stations across Armenia on
voting day. Thisis slightly more than
the number of OSCE/ODIHR observ-
erswho monitored the previous Arme-
nian parliamentary elections of May
2003. In addition, small groups of
monitorsare dueto be deployed by the
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, the
Council of Europe, and possibly the
European Parliament.
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OSCE Ambassador BorisFrlec

Ambassador Boris Frlec, a
Slovenian diplomat who will head the
OSCE/ODIHR mission, expressed hope
that the electionswill mark significant
improvement over the previous Arme-
nian pollsthat were marred by serious
fraud reported by OSCE observers.
“Regrettably, Armenia selectionshave
so far fallen short of OSCE commit-
ments for democratic elections,” he
told reporters in Yerevan. “The up-
coming elections is a chance to turn
this negative trend around.”

According to Frlec, it isthe “po-
litical will” of the Armenian govern-

Continued on page3

resources.

town on the Iranian border.

Armenia, lran Open Key GasPipeline

Robert K ocharian and Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad i naugu-
rated on Monday a long-awaited pipeline that will allow Armenia to import
natural gas from Iran and ease its strong dependence on Russian energy

Lighting a symbolic torch, they officially opened the first Armenian
section of the pipeline during a ceremony held in Agarak, a small Armenian

The ceremony was delayed by four hours because rain and fog prevented
a helicopter carrying Ahmadinejad and other Iranian officials from crossing
into Armenia. They had to arrive by car.

Work on the 40-kilometer section of the pipeline, connected to a 100-
kilometer stretch built on Iranianterritory, beganinlate 2005 and wasfinanced
by a$34 million loan provided by the Iranian government. The Armenian side
istorepay it with supplies of electricity. The two governments agreed to build
a third high-voltage transmission line connecting the power grids of the two
neighboring nations for that purpose last year.

AccusingEnvironment Minister of Corruption
U.S.MiningFirm SuesArmenian Gover nment

A U.S. company mining gold in
Armeniahasinitiated an international
arbitration of its bitter dispute with
Environment Minister Vartan Ayvazian
whom it accuses of corruption and
other violations of the law.

A lawyer for Global Gold Corpo-
ration said on Tuesday that the Con-
necticut-based company has sued the
Armeniangovernment over Ayvazian's
controversial decision last year to re-
voke some of its operating licenses.

“Global Goldisalleging that the
Armenian government, through the
actions of its minister of environment,
violated thebilateral investment treaty
between the United States and Arme-
niain multiple respects,” Ken Fleuriet
of the London-based law firm King &
Spalding told RFE/RL by phone.

The dispute will be adjudicated
by a panel of three arbiters to be
appointed by the International Center
for Settlement of Investment Disputes
(ICSID), a Washington-based body
affiliated with the World Bank. The
treaty cited by Fleuriet enables U.S.
firmsdoing businessin Armeniatofile
lawsuitsto ICSID tribunals, instead of
going to Armenian courts.

The row broke out a year ago
when Ayvazian’ sministry unilaterally
terminated Global Gold’s licenses to
carry out exploratory work at two
small gold deposits, accusing it of
failing to honor its investment com-
mitments. The company rejected the
accusations and argued that the

Continued on page2
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Glendale City Council Candidate Chahe Keuroghelian
Primary GoalslsTo CreateA Positive Environment
For TheCity’'sYouth

Chahe Keuroghelian has been a
viable voice in the Glendale commu-
nity for many years and now has his
mind set on Glendale’'s future as a
Councilman. One of Chahe
Keuroghelian’ sprimary goalsistocre-
ateapositiveenvironment for thecity’s
youth. “Investing in our youth is the
key to keeping our city on top,” he
said. “Thisisthe most pressing issue |
see facing the city and we need to
establish innovative solutions today.”

In his efforts to unite and assist
the city’ syouth, Keuroghelian said he
was able to create a youth center that
ran for several years during the early
1990s. “We need ayouth center to help
teenagersin schoolsand young people
in need of finding the right path,” he
said, aiming to pursuetheideaagainif
elected to council.

As a small business owner
Keuroghelian has worked in Glendale
since 1988 and been a resident since
1999. Keuroghelian spent 13 years
working for the Glendale Police De-
partment as an Intercultural Relations
Officer. Keuroghelian involved him-
self in several community service ac-
tivities throughout the years, such as
the Glendale Human Relations Coali-
tion and the Glendale Chapter of the
American Red Cross, among many
others. As Public Information Officer
for the Glendale Police he worked
closely with various neighborhoods
and City Departments, with an empha-
sis on neighborhood safety and secu-
rity. Keuroghelian believes, if elected
to the Council, his experiences would
be beneficial in his goals toward in-
creasing sensitivity and cultural aware-
nesswithin the Police Department and

ChaheKeuroghelian

city employees.

Creating a positive environment
where citizens feel they are part of
city’s decision-making process is an-
other goal on hisagenda. “1 want every
singleindividual wholivesor worksin
Glendale to feel he or sheisanimpor-
tant part of thiscity andislooked at by
government as part of the decision-
making process,” the council candi-
datesaid. “ Thisisachieved by improv-
ing the quality of life for all our resi-
dents while encouraging more public
participation and open dialogue in
policy-making decisions.”

Keuroghelianstatedthat if el ected
to the Council, he will devote his ten-
ureto developing downtown Glendale
with steadfast support to small busi-
nesses, establishing and maintaining
teamwork, civility, honesty, and trans-
parency in all council business, allo-
cating necessary funds for senior pro-
grams, encouraging constructive City
Council/School Board cooperation and
promoting law enforcement with ac-
tive community involvement.
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AMAA’s" LittleHands, BigHeart" RaisesOver
$250,000 For Childrenin Armeniaand K arabagh

The AMAA New Jersey Orphan
and Child Care Committee hosted its
"Little Hands, Big Heart" Luncheon on
Sunday, February 11th, at Seasons in
Washington Township, NJ. The event
featured a Children's Fashion Show,
showcasing young people modelling
clothes to be sent to needy children of
Armeniaand Karabagh.

Over 200 guests attended the
fundraiser luncheon. They, along with
the 60 children who modeled, served as
agents of outreach to those less fortu-

; [
someof thechildreninthefashion show

nate. The effect of the event was truly
multi-generational: Parents guided
youngstersaongtherunway, whilechil-
drendisplayedstylishfashionsandgrand-
parents relished in the participation of
their littleones. Guestsalsoengagedina
silent auction offering an array of do-
nateditemsincludingjewellery, artwork,
tickets to concerts and gift certificates.

After opening remarks by David
Collignon, Fashion Show Coordinator
and Master of Ceremonies, Mary Jane
Hekemian, Orphanand Child CareChair,
warmly welcomed everyone. She
thanked all the parents and the children
for their participation and willingnessto
reach out and hel p other childreninneed.
Mrs. Hekemian spoke of the tremendous
improvement already being made in the
lives of children and their families who
have been touched by the work of the
committee and its supporters, showing
photographs of these children who had
lacked the basic necessities of life, but
now recelvethe comfortsof proper cloth-
ing, nutrition and even housing through
the Orphan Child Care Program.

Mrs. Hekemiangavespecial thanks
to David and June Collignon, for arrang-
ing the donation of garments and foot-
wear valued at $100,000 from The
Children?s Place. These items will be

sent and distributed to those needy chil-
drenin Armeniaand Karabagh.

During the Fashion Show, Mr.
Collignonintroduced eachchild by name,
adding such personal detailsasfavourite
foods, hobbies and future plans. Outfits
worn ranged from warm winter active
wear, sportswear, and sleepwear to fes-
tive party fashions. Many guests were
entertained by the parade of young mod-
els, aswell astouched by the sentiments
of concern expressed for the children of
Armenia have now pledged to sponsor

children whose photographs were dis-
played on each table during the lun-
cheon.

Mr. Andrew Torigian, Executive
Director of the AMAA, thanked the
Orphan and Child Care Committee for
their tireless efforts in making this
fundraiser such a success. He also pre-
sented a plague to the committee for
their wonderful work.

In addition to the clothing mod-
eled, youngsters and their families do-
nated many more new outfits to be sent
and distributed to the needy childrenin
variousareasof Armeniaand Karabagh.

TheAMAA OrphanandChildCare
Fund has provided continuous life sav-
ingassistancetoour childrenin Armenia
and Karabagh, providing them with ne-
cessitiesof normal lifeand thushopefor
abrighter future. Thousands of children
have been cared for through provisions
of food, clothing, medical care, educa-
tion, training in arts & crafts, music and
sports. Currently, 2800 children and
theirfamiliesaresponsoredby theAMAA.
Each year 10,000 children participatein
summer camps and 25,000 children re-
ceive Christmas packages. Along with
these services, AMAA sponsors kinder-
gartens and schools, and continues to
provide help to many orphanages.

U.S.Mining Firm SuesArmenian Gover nment

Continued frompagel

ministry’s action contradicted an Ar-
menianlaw onmining. Anarticleof the
law stipulates that local and foreign
mining companies can be stripped of
their licenses only by a court.

Top Global Gold executives
claimed that Ayvazian turned on their
company inretaliationfor itsrefusal to
pay a $3 million bribe allegedly de-
manded by him. The U.S. embassy in
Y erevan expressed serious concern at
the allegations, raising the matter with
the Armenian government. Both
Ayvazianand PrimeMinister Andranik
Markarian dismissed them asbasel ess.

Although the Armenian authori-
ties seem to have refrained from en-
forcing the Environment Ministry de-
cisions, Global Gold claims to have
suffered considerable losses and is
seeking compensatory damages from

the government. “The damages or re-
lief that Global Gold will be seeking
will be determined in the course of the
proceedings,” said Fleuriet.

“One the principal facts in the
case is a request for a bribe that was
made by Mr. Ayvazian to representa-
tives of Global Gold and was refused
by Global Gold,” thelawyer said. “ That
iswhen alot of the various instances
of misconduct in relation to the com-
pany began. That includes refusals to
grant licensesand exploration permits,
seizures and expropriations of various
rights.”

“Our understanding is that some
of therights have been lost and others
are in the process of being taken and
sold to other companies,” he added.

Fleuriet also said that Armenia’ s
Ministry of Justice and embassy inthe
United States have already been noti-
fied of the lawsuit.
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USand EU Unlikely to Ostracize Yerevan,
Despite Election Warnings

By Emil Danielyan
EurasiaNet.com

The United States and the Euro-
pean Union are stepping up pressure on
the Armenian government to hold free-
and-fair parliamentary el ectionson May
12. They havewarned that if the upcom-
ing voteis deemed fraudulent, Y erevan
could forfeit hundreds of millions of
dollarsin additional development assis-
tance, and undermineits effortsto forge
closer links with the West.

However, anaysts are skeptical
that the warnings will have much influ-
enceonthebehavior of President Robert
Kocharian's administration. The out-
come of the parliamentary balloting will
go along way toward determining the
political futures of both Kocharian and
his most powerful associate, Defense
Minister Serzh Sarkisian, many Arme-
nian political observers believe. Some
say that neither the United Statesnor EU
isprepared to take thekind of action that
wouldseriously challengethepresident’ s
nearly decade-long grip on power.

Noneof thepresidential and parlia-
mentary elections held under the
K ocharianadministrationuntil now were
judged democratic by Western moni-
tors. Themost recent of thosepolls, held
in early 2003, were marred by reports of
widespread ballot box stuffing, voter
intimidation, vote buying, and other ir-
regularities.

US and EU officials say the up-
coming elections offer a unique oppor-
tunity for the South Caucasus state to
end its post-Soviet history of electoral
fraud. “People [in the West] feel that
there can be no more excuses,” said one
Western diplomat in Y erevan. “The Ar-
menian economy is growing, and there
is no active war in Nagorno-Karabakh.
Soit’ stimefor Armeniato graduateinto
anormal political life.”

Cory Wdlt, a senior Russia and
Eurasiaanalyst at the Washington-based
Center for Strategic and International
Studies, agreed, saying that aclean elec-
tion would give a “huge boost” to

Armenid sinternational reputation. “As
time goes on, there are [fewer] reasons,
not more, for Western states to promote
engagement with an Armenian govern-
ment that seeks to rule through anti-
democraticmethods,” hetold EurasiaNet.
The issue was reportedly high on
the agenda of Armenian Foreign Minis-
ter Vartan Oskanian’'s March 5 talks in
Washington with US Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice. Top State Depart-
ment officials, including Rice, have re-
peatedly warned that if the forthcoming
elections again fall short of democratic
standards, Y erevanwill risk losing $235
millioninUSeconomicassistanceprom-
ised under the Millennium Challenge
Account (MCA), aprogram designed to
spur political and economic reformsin
developingnations. Armeniawasdeemed
digibleforthescheme, unveiledby Presi-
dent George W. Bush in 2004, despite
being one of the world's leading per-
capita recipients of American aid.
Testifying beforeaforeignaid sub-
committee of the US House of Represen-
tatives on March 15, the head of a US
government agency administering the
MCA, JohnDanilovich, said he* commu-
nicated” with Kocharian earlier thisyear
to reiterate Washington’ s “ concerns that
elections be held in a correct manner.”
One of Danilovich's deputies, John
Hewko, visited Yerevan for the same
purpose earlier in March. “We expect to
see significant improvement over past
elections,” Hewko told reporters there.
For its part, the EU is tying the
proper election conduct to Armenia's
participation in the European Neighbor-
hood Policy (ENP) framework that en-
titles the country, along with neighbor-
ing Georgia and Azerbaijan, to a privi-
leged relationship with the bloc, better
accesstoitsmarket, and greater EU aid.
Each of the three regional states signed
with the EU last November itsown ENP
action plan, each of which includes
provisions designed to promote democ-
ratization.
The EU’s Brussels-based special
representative to the South Caucasus,

OSCEKicksOff Armenian VoteMonitoring

Continued frompagel

ment that will matter the most. “I
believethat therecently amended el ec-
tion code of Armenia provides a sound
framework for democratic elections,”
he said. “But the real challenge for the
authoritiesistheimplementation, ingood
faith, of the election code so that thisand
future elections will be held in accor-
dancewith [Armenia s] OSCE commit-
ments. Itisall about political will.”

Oskanian | ssues

ElectionWarning

Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian
reiterated on Wednesday his warnings
that Armeniawill face“very bad conse-
guences’ in the international arenaif it
fails to ensure that its approaching par-
liamentary elections are democratic.

“We need fair electionslike bread
and water to be able to correctly and
legally manage our next decade,” he
said.

Oskanian warned throughout last
year that fresh vote rigging would cause

the country “not only mora but also
material damage.” It was an apparent
reference to hundreds of millions of
dollars in additional aid promised to
Yerevan by the United States and the
European Union in return for a clean
ballot.

Oskanian went further on
Wednesday, warning of possiblerami-
fications for Armenia’s international
standing and its ability to secureapro-
Armenian solution to the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. “If we fail to hold
normal elections, there may be cases
where we will be stung in such a way
that we won't be able to offset the
damage,” he told a new conference.
The U.S. State Department’s recent
reference to Karabakh as an Arme-
nian-occupied territory was a clear
indication of such danger, he said.

“ Armenia continuesto occupy the
Azerbaijani territory of Nagorno-
Karabakh and seven surrounding
Azerbaijani territories,” the State De-
partment said in its latest human rights

report.

Peter Semneby, discussed preparations
for the May pollswith senior Armenian
officials during an early March visit to
Yerevan. “It is the first major election
taking placein the South Caucasus after
wefinalized theaction plans,” Semneby
told RFE/RL. “Andfor that reason it has
an importance that goes beyond the
borders of Armenia.” Failure to ensure
its freedom and fairness would mean
that Armenia has lost an opportunity to
build a“firm relationship” with the EU,
he warned.

Y et neither lossof theM CA funds,
nor exclusion from the ENP would
threaten the political survival of
Armenia s two most powerful leaders
accustomed to Western criticism.
Kocharian is believed to be planning to
hand over power to Sarkisianandremain
in government in some capacity after
completing his second and final termin
office in less than a year from now.
Continued control of the Armenian par-
liament isseen ascritical for the success
of this putative scenario.

TheUSandthe EU havesofar left
no indications that, in the event of an-
other deeply flawed el ection, they would
openly challenge the legitimacy of the
authoritiesinY erevan. 1 don’ t think the
West will take any sharp steps against
Kocharian's regime,” Aleksandr
Arzumanian, a former foreign minister
opposed to the current Armenian gov-
ernment, told EurasiaNet. Arzumanian

dismissed the Western incentives for
Armenia s democratization, saying that
they alone will not prevent fresh vote
rigging.

According to analyst Welt,
Washington's “only really significant
lever” is MCA aid and a “US stamp of
approval” whichitwouldgivetoY erevan.
“Whether such US approval really mat-
ters to Armenia’ s authorities is another
guestion,” he said. “If they believe they
have sufficient support from countries
like Russiaand Iran, then termination of
MCA aidwill meanlittle.”

Another factor that may prompt
theBushadministrationtotreadlightlyis
connected with the long-running
Nagorno-K arabakh peace process, some
observersbelieve. American, Frenchand
Russian diplomats who are trying to
broker a solution hope that Kocharian
and Azerbaijani President |lham Aliyev
will meet shortly after the Armenian
elections and finally cut a peace deal.
Diplomats privy to the peace process
say Aliyev and Kocharian have aready
essentially agreed onthebasicprinciples
of apeaceful settlement proposed by the
mediators. Washington, which haslong
held a Karabakh settlement to be a top
policy priority for the region, seems
unlikely to undercut either leader under
the current circumstances.

Emil Danielyan is a Yerevan-
based journalist and political
analyst.

Bush Presses Congress To Block
Armenian GenocideBill

Continued frompagel

copy of one of the letters Wednesday.
It was dated March 7, two days after
Armenian Foreign Minister Vartan
Oskanian was in Washington to visit
Rice and said afterward that “ Turkish
lobbying at agovernment level” threat-
ened to scuttle the resolution.

A Democratic aide said Pelosi,
who controls the House agenda, has
no planto bring the proposal beforethe
House soon. The aide spoke anony-
mously because final plans have not
been approved.

A congressional staff aide, also
speaking without attribution, said itis
understood that Lantos, whose com-
mittee would deal with the resolution,
was awaiting word from Pelosi. Both
the speaker and L antos have been sup-
porters of the legislation. The biparti-
san resol ution wasintroduced on Janu-
ary 30.

Passage of the resolution would
harm “U.S. efforts to promote recon-
ciliation between Turkey and Armenia
and to advance recognition by Turkey
of the tragic events that occurred to
ethnic Armenians under the Ottoman
Empire,” theletterssaid. They saidthe
United States is encouraging “our
friends in Turkey to re-examine their
past with honesty and to reconcile
with Armenia, as well as security and
stability inthebroader Middle East and
Europe.”

Riceand Gatesreminded thelaw-
makers of repercussions from a vote
in the French National Assembly last
October to criminalizedenial of Arme-
nian genocide. “The Turkish military
cut all contacts with the French mili-
tary and terminated defense contracts
under negotiation,” the letters said.

Similar reaction against passage
of the House resolution “could harm
Americantroopsinthefield, constrain
our ability to supply our troopsin Iraq
and Afghanistan and significantly dam-
age our efforts to promote reconcilia-
tion between Armeniaand Turkey at a
key turning point in their relations.”

Turkey hasNATO’ ssecond-larg-
est army. The U.S. Air Force has a
major base in southern Turkey near
Irag, which it has used for operations
in the Afghanistan and Irag wars. Be-
tween the Persian Gulf War in 1991
and the lraq war, warplanes from
Incirlik Air Base enforced aflight ban
in Northern Iraq against the Iragi air
force.

Rice Dodges Questions On
Armenian Genocide

Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice said Wednesday that the United
Statesshould not beinvolvedinadispute
between Turkey and Armenia over
whether the killing of up to 1.5 million
Armenians almost a century ago consti-
tuted genocide.

Under intense questioning from
Democratic Rep. Adam Schiff, thespon-
sor of a resolution that would declare
that Turkey’ sOttoman predecessor state
committed genocide, Rice repeatedly
avoided answeringwhether shebelieved
therewas any basisfor historical debate
on the matter.

"What we’'ve encouraged the
Turksandthe Armenianstodoisto have
joint historical commissions that can
look at this, to have efforts to examine
their past, and in examining their past to
get over it,” she said. “I don't think it
helps that process of reconciliation for
the United States to enter this debate at
that level.”
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UAF’'s142nd Airlift Deliver sOver $11 Million of
AidtoArmenia

GLENDALE--TheUnited Arme-
nian Fund's 142nd airlift arrived in
Yerevan on March 17, delivering over
$11 million of humanitarian assistance.

The UAF itself collected $10 mil-
lion of medicines and medical supplies
for this flight, most of which were
donated by theCatholicMedical Mission
Board ($8.7 million); AmeriCares ($1.3
million) and C.P. Medical ($50,000).

Other organizations which con-
tributed goods for this airlift were: Ar-
menian EyeCare Project ($700,000);
Hope for The City ($48,000); Vahe En-
terprises  ($48,000); Howard
Karagheusian Commemorative Corp.
($43,000); Hershey Medical Center
($40,000); Centre D’Assistance
Mondiale Armenien de Montreal of
Canada($38,000) and Anahid Y eremian
($30,000).

Also contributing to this airlift
were: Permanent Mission of Armeniato

the U.N. ($25,000); Armenian Relief
Society ($20,000); Fund for Armenian
Relief ($18,000); Dr. Samvel Malayan
($15,000); Dr. Nishan Goudsouzian
($13,000) and Dr. Hrair Hovaguimian
($12,000).

Since its inception in 1989, the
UAF hassent $469 million of humanitar-
ian assistance to Armeniaon board 142
airlifts and 1,424 sea containers.

TheUAFisthecollectiveeffort of
the Armenian Assembly of America,
Armenian General Benevolent Union,
Armenian Missionary Association of
America, ArmenianRelief Society, Dio-
ceseof theArmenian Churchof America,
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Churchof Americaand TheLincy Foun-
dation.

For more information, contact the
UAF office at 1101 North Pacific Av-
enue, Suite204, Glendale, CA 91202 or
call (818) 241-8900.

“ArshileGorky'sVan”
A Lecturein Honor of AnneEskijian

“The most rewarding aspect of my work has been helping Armenian-
Americans to learn more about the homeland of their ancestors.”
Robert Hewsen, Historian and Historical Geographer

Theillustratedlecturein English of
“ArshileGorky’sVan” will takeplaceat
the Ararat-Eskijian Museum (AEM) on
Saturday, March 24, 2007, at 4pm. The
lecture by historian and historical geog-
rapher Robert Hewsen will be held in
honor of Anne Eskijian. As co-founder
of the museum, Mrs. Eskijian has been
an inspiring source of wisdom and en-
couragement. A reception will follow
the program.

Having visited Van, Mr. Hewsen
will discusstheimpact of growingupin
Korkom villageon Arshile Gorky. Asa
demonstration of the “richness and un-
expectedness of human life,” Mr.
Hewsen will focus on the milieu that
produced Gorky by considering “what
he grew up with, what he did with his
life,andwhat heendedwithin America.”

Mr.Hewsenisaspecialistinmedi-
eval and early modern Armenian history
with emphasis on the historical geogra-
phy of Armenia and Caucasia, on the

,'tl]" --I _iﬂ__ H

ArshileGorky,HowMy M other’sEm-
broidered Apron Unfoldsin My Life
(1944)

Armenian nobiliary class, and on the
region of Nagorno Karabagh. He has
published specifically in the area of Ar-
menian history, with emphasis on the
historical geography of Armeniaandthe
Caucasus. Hispublication A Historical
Atlas of Armenia (sponsored by the
Fegjian Publications Committee of the
Armenian Center of Columbia Univer-
sity and published by The University of
Chicago Press, 2001) waswell-received
by the community. Currently, he has
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two books in progress, including The
Meliks of Eastern Armenia and The
Conversion of Armeniato Christianity.

Dr. Hewsen received hisPh.D. in
Russian history with aminor in Byzan-
tine history from Georgetown Univer-
sity. Hisdoctoral dissertation The Ge-
ography of Ananias of Shirak: Transla-
tion and Commentary waswritten under
the direction of the renowned scholar of
Caucasian history, the late Professor
Cyril Toumanoff. He has taught at
Rowan University (New Jersey) as Pro-
fessor of Russian and Byzantine History
(1967-1999), and was also the Henry S.
Khazandian Kazan Visiting Professor in
Armenian Studies at California State
University, Fresno (Fall of 2001).

The Ararat-Eskijian Museum was
founded in 1993 by Armenian Genocide
survivor, philanthropist, and art collector,
Mr. Luther Eskijian, topreserve Armenian
history and heritagefor futuregenerations.
It islocated on the grounds of the Ararat
Home of Los Angeles at 15105 Mission
HillsRoad, MissonHills, CA 91345.

VaheBerberian on M etal
Exhibition/Party FeaturingtheArtist’sNewWorks

LOS ANGELES -- Vahe
Berberian's latest paintings, a limited
series of Milagros, will be exhibited on
Saturday March 31, in Atwater Village.

A milagroisamiracleor surprise,
in Spanish. Vahe Berberian’s milagros
are alittle of both. The small, colorful,
figurative paintings on metal are an ex-
pression of the artist’swhimsical side.

“Themilagrosstarted asan experi-
ment, but | enjoyed the process so much
that 1 could not stop. As an abstract
painter, tappingintothefigurativewell of
My UNCONSCious was quite arevelation,”
saysBerberian. “ For me, theseareetudes,
visual remindersof aninner voyagel took
for a short period of time.”

Thepostcard sized, framed acrylic
onmetal pieceswill bedisplayedforonly

one night.

“Given the nature of the works,
we thought the best way to show them
was to have a huge party, with music,
dance, drinksandfood,” saystheevent’s
organizer ChristinaShirinyan, “ Thisisa
perfect opportunity for those who al-
ways wanted to own a “Vahe’ and
couldn’t afford it. | have no doubt that
they will be gone within the first two
hours. So we suggest that people come
early to have afirst look works.”

The exhibition/party will be held
on Saturday, March 31, 2007 8pm to
2am, at Casitas Studios, 3191 Casitas
Ave. Atwater Village, CA 90039. For
more information and to RSV P please
email Vahe.Berberian@gmail.comor visit
www.V aheBerberian.com

Project Discovery Donates $5,500 to the National
Ethnographic Museum of Armenia in Sardar abat

Project Discovery recently
awarded $5,500 to Dr. Lavrenti
Barseghyan, Director of the National
Ethnographic Museum of Armeniain
Sardarabat to prepare a digital cata-
logue of the Museum’s more than
7,000 archaeological artifacts. The
majority of these objects were re-
stored, treated and described by the
restoration and research staff of the
Museum in the 1980s in a manner
consistent with the practices of that
time.

A recent review of theMuseum'’s

card cataloguing system revealed that
a significant part of archaeological
collection was not properly docu-
mented. Moreover, many archaeo-
logical sites, fromwhichtheMuseum’s
collections originate, werere-dated in
1990s in accordance with more recent
information regarding archaeol ogical
sequencing of the prehistoric period.
The Museum, the second largest in
Armenia, will collaboratewith archae-
ologists from the Institute of Archae-
ology & Ethnography inimplementing
thedigital catalogue.

University of Michigan Armenian Sudies Program
I ntroductory Cour sesin Classical, Easternand
Wester nArmenian

The University of Michigan Armenian Studies Program hasannounced its

2007 Summer Language Instituteto be held in Y erevan, Armenia, from June 22
through August 20, 2007 (classes meet June 25 — August 17, 2007). This
programisopento all undergraduate, graduate and professional school students
attending any North American or European universities or colleges, who wish
tolearn Classical Armenian or Modern Eastern, or Modern Western Armenian.
L ectures on Armenian culture and history, as well as various excursions and
cultural events supplement the courses. North American undergraduate stu-
dents may take the course for credit or non-credit. U. S. graduate students may
enroll for anon-credit certificate for Eastern or Western Armenian, or may take
Classical Armenian for credit (6 credit hours). European students may take any
of the courses for a non-credit certificate only. The same academic and
program criteria will apply to credit and non-credit students.

In addition to high quality intensive language instruction, the program
offersthe opportunity to live and learn in Armenia. The program is directed by
Dr. Kevork Bardakjian, Director of the Armenian Studies Program at the
University of Michigan. Deadline for the receipt of completed applications
is Monday, April 16, 2007.

For more information and on-line application forms please visit our
website: http://www.umich.edu/~iinet/asp/

Or write to Michael Pifer: mpifer@umich.edu
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CHIROPRACTIC -

« Low back pain

MASSAGE -

Eliminate Pain Naturally

without drugs. without surgery

« Carpal Tunnel

REHAB -

NUTRITION -

WEIGHT LOS5S

« Sciatica + Arthritis

* Hip and knee pain « Stress relief

+ Mack Pain * Rehabilitation

* Headaches = Accidents and injuries

= Post-surgical

« Ve welcome most insurance plans
« Wi offer flexible payment options

CALL TODAY: 626.821.9544

DR. TSOLAG KAZANDJIAN
623 West Duarte Rd., Ste. 5, Arcadia, CA 91007
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GLENDALE

BEEVERLY HILLS

ORANGE COUNTY

J Slim-Band
Weight Loss Centers

David G. Davtyvan M.D., FACS, FICS
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“LAP-BAND”
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We offer attractive financing,
LAP-BAND is now approved by Blue Cross.
Medicare and other insurance companies

GLENDALE (818) 546-1500

www.LapBandLa.com

DAVID G. DAVTYAN
MO, FACS, FICS

We also specialize
in treatment of:
CANCER and
diseaases of

- Breast

- Colon

- Stomach

- Liver, Pancreas

- Gall Bladder
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License #0828270
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Tel.: 818/502-3233
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Pgr.: 818/608-9898
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The following letter can be faxed or used to draft your e-mail to the
followingofficials:

Mr. Ehud Olmart, Prime Minister Fax:9722) 670-5475

E-mail PMO.HEB@it.pmo.gov.il

Mrs. Zippi Livni, Minister of Foreign Affairs Fax:9722) 628-5438

Mr. Avi Dichter, Interior Security Minister Fax:9722) 542-8039

Prof. Daniel Friedman, Minister of Justice Fax: (9722) 628-7757

E-mail:mancal @justice.gov.il

Mr. M. Mazooz, Attorney General

Fax: (9722) 646-7001

Mr. R. Baron, Interior Minister Fax: (9722) 566-6376

E-mail: SAR@moin.gov.il

Sallai Meridor, Israeli Ambassador to America Fax: (202) 364-5423

E-mail Interreligious@israelemb.org

You can also locate your local Israeli Consulate by going on-line to:
www.israelemb.org

To fax to Israel, dial 011 then the number provided

Date:

TOTHE REPRESENTATIVESOF THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT:

Since 2003, there has been conflict between the Armenian Orthodox and the
Greek Orthodox Patriarchates over the Holy Fire Ceremony held in the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre on Holy Saturday of Easter Week. The Greek Patriarchate
demanded a deviation from the Status Quo procedures that gives the Armenian
Patriarch of Jerusalem or his representative the right to enter the Holy Tomb
together. Appeals to the Israeli Government since that time, including legal
recourse, the rendering of expert testimony and evidence, and negotiation with
the Greek Orthodox Church have not produced a clear decision. The Status Quo
procedures for the Holy Places have been in existence for hundreds of years and
are anchored in the Ottoman period.

Thisyear, the Holy Fire Ceremony in the Church of the Holy Sepulchreis
on April 7, 2007, | urge the Israeli Government to expeditiously restore the
centuries-old Status Quo rights of the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem as it
was prior to 2003.

Name;

Address:

Contact info:
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G.Y.0. 1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA, CA 91104

MIDDLE EAST

Wahib

910~E.MAIN ST ALHAMBRA,CA.
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641
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MEDITERRANEAN
LEBANESE FOOD

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASION

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
BANQUET HALL
EVERY
FRIDAY ~ & ~ SATURDAY
NIGHT
INTERNATIONAL ~ ARABIC

w . CALL FOR RESERVATION &, 4

BELLY~DANCING

COME IN AND
ENJOY

OUR PATIO
AND THE

FINEST
SHISA

“HOOKAH”
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PHOTO / CONCEPT- J /D - 2006 ©TEL{ 626 ) 795-4493
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Proud Past, Exciting Future.
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Affiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School

FOR YOUR CI-ﬂLD’S HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

2007-2008 ACADEMIC YEAR
Grades 9 - 12

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 28, 2007
AT 6:30PM

Parents interested in enrolling their
high school student are invited to join
us to learn about our academic pro-
grams and educational opportunities
available in an Armenian environment.

You will have a chance to meet with
the faculty and administration, tour the
campus, pick up an application, and
speak with admissions officers.

AGBU HIGH SCHOOL - PASADENA

2945 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA, CA 91104

(CORNER OF ALTADENA DRIVE AND MOUNTAIN STREET)
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For more information,

\ please contact the school office at 626-794-0363. J

AGBU GLENDALE PASADENA CHAPTER
YOGA YOGA YOGA YOGA

Come join us in a fun class guaranteed
to challenge your mind and body!

Mariette is a certified hatha flow yoga instructor
and a regisfered nurse who teaches yoga in the
community and fo healthcare professionals.

Yoga is a holistic practice which utilizes your body’s own energy
powerhouse to optimize wellness in the body and mind.
Yoga is neither a religion nor simply a “workout”.
Classes starting March 26, 2007
LIMITED SPACES
For Information of reservations please call A.G.B.U. office (626) 794-7942

AGBU Asbeds

Cordially invite you to

An Evening with Scholars
PROFESSOR VAHAKN DADRIAN

“Historical Answers to Turkish Denials”
and

PROFESSOR TANER AKCAM

“Turko-Armenian Relations After Hrant Dink”

FRIDAY, APRIL 20th, 2007 — 8:00 rM

AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School
Aghajanian Hall
6844 Oakdale Ave., Canoga Park, CA

Reception will follow
FREE ADMISSION

For more information please call (626)794-7942

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSOR
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HOTELS & RESORTS

6131 E. Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040 - 323.721.2100 + 714.879.2100 * commercecasino.com




