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Eliminate Pain Naturally
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Armenian'sParliamentary Election Campaign
Season L aunched With AssaultsAnd Violations

With official kickoff of
Parliametrery Elections campaign, ten-
sionswererising on Monday in an elec-
toral district south of Y erevan wherethe
top pro-government candidate, the re-
cently retired General Seyran Saroyan,
wasimplicatedin attacksagainst histwo
challengers reported over the weekend.

Tension in the area rose after
unknown assailants reportedly opened
fireon Hakobian’ sempty car and burned
down Harutiunian’ scampaign officein
Echmiadzin over the weekend. Both
candidates blamed the attacks on
Saroyan.

An Armenian court on Tuesday
controversially disqualifiedthetwomain
challengers of the general from standing
in next month’s elections, effectively
predetermining hisvictory inaconstitu-
ency just south of Yerevan.

The court of the first instance in
the town of Echmiadzin annulled the
decision by the local election commis-
sion to register businessman Hakob
Hakobianandal ocal opposition-leaning
activist, SusannaHarutiunian, as candi-
dates. Theruling, whichisnot subject to
appeal, came in response to a lawsuit
filed by another, pro-government candi-
date who claimed that they forged vot-
ers signatures to win registration.

The governing Republican Party
(HHK)isaimingforalandslidevictoryin
the May 12 elections that would earn it

an absolute mgjority in Armenia’ s next
parliament, one of its leading members
said on Wednesday.

The HHK’ s new chairman, Prime
Minister Serzh Sarkisian, and other se-
nior Republicanshavesaid until now that
their aim is to win at least as many
parliament seats asthey have had for the
past four years. But Galust Sahakian, the
leader of the HHK faction in the current
legislature, went farther on Wednesday,
saying that theparty islookingtosingle-
handedly control the new assembly.

“We must now talk about having
an absolute majority,” Sahakian told re-
porters. “That is not only what we but
aso the public and the politica field
believe”

“Past experience has shown that
we are the ones who bear responsibility
[for government policies] at the end of
the day,” he argued. “We don’t dodge
responsibility. Nor do we avoid the bur-
den which we have to carry.”

The comments will likely stoke
opposition allegations that the Republi-
cansand Sarkisianinparticular areintent
on winning the elections at any cost,
includingmassivevoterigging. TheHHK,
which controls most of Armenia slocal
governments and has vast financial re-
sources at its disposals, has been ac-
cused by them of forcing public sector
employeesto join and vote for the party
or risk losing their jobs.

UN GenocideExhibit Postponed Over
Turkish Objections

A U.N. exhibition on the 1994
Rwanda genocide, scheduled to be
opened Monday by Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon, has been postponed be-
cause of Turkish objections to a refer-
ence to the murder of a million Arme-
niansin Turkey during World War .

James Smith, chief executive of
the British-based Aegis Trust, which
works to prevent genocide and helped
organize the photo exhibition, said the
U.N. Department of Public Information
approved the contents and it was put up
on Thursday.

A Turkish diplomat complained
about the reference to the Armenian
murders, he said, and Armenia’s U.N.
Ambassador Armen Martirosianwent to
see the new Undersecretary for Public
Information Kiyotaka Akasakaand they
agreed to remove the words “in Tur-
key.”

Martirosian said Akasaka invited
him to the exhibition’ s opening, but late
Sunday “| was informed that the open-
ing would be postponed, or delayed, or
evencanceled.” Heblamed Turkish* cen-
sorship” and the country’s refusal “to
come to terms with their own history.”

On Monday, the exhibition in the
visitor's lobby had been turned around
so it could not be seen by the public.
Smith said he was still hoping for a
diplomatic solution to the dispute. “We

are very disappointed about it because
for us, this was meant to be about the
Rwandan genocide, andthelessonsfrom
the Rwandan genocide,” and to engage
the secretary-general on the pledge by
world leaders to protect civilians from
genocide, war crimesand ethnic cleans-
ing, which Smith said was not happen-
ing in Sudan’s conflict-wracked Darfur
region.

Smith told The Associated Press
the exhibition refers to the Armenian
murdersto help explain theword “ geno-
cide,” which was coined by Raphael
Lemkin, alawyer of Polish-Jewish de-
scent. Lemkin was inspired by what
happened to the Armenians and other
mass killings, and campaigned in the
L eague of Nations - the precursor of the
United Nations - against what he called
“barbarity” and “vandalism.”

Smithsaidasmall panel onLemkin
in the exhibit “says that during World
War | a million Armenians were mur-
dered in Turkey.” It goes on to explain
that Lemkin first used the word geno-
cide in 1943, and then focuses on the
Rwanda genocide, lessons from it, and
the responsibility of the international
community to prevent future genocides,
he said.

Smith said the panel on the origin

Continued on page2

Nobel Laureates Urge
Turkish-Armenian Dialogue

More than fifty Nobel laureates
from around the world appealed to Ar-
meniaand Turkey on Monday to uncon-
ditionally establish diplomaticrelations,
open their border, and step up contacts
between their civil societies.

In an open letter, they alsoimplic-
itly urged the Turkish government to
acknowledge that the 1915-1918 mass
killingsand deportationsof Armeniansin
the Ottoman Empire constituted ageno-
cide. They endorsed a2003 independent
study which concluded that the slaugh-
ter of an estimated 1.5 Ottoman Arme-
nians fits into the internationally ac-
cepted definition of genocide.

“An open border would greatly
improve the economic conditions for
communities on both sides of the border
and enable human interaction, which is
essential for mutual understanding,” read
the joint appeal signed by 53 prominent
academics, writers, economists, and
scientistswho havewonaNobel Prizein
their respective fields in the last three
decades. Among them is Elie Wiesel, a
world-famous Holocaust survivor, and
Frederik de Klerk, aformer South Afri-
can president who presided over the
collapse of apartheid in his country.

The signatories said the Turkish
and Armenian governments should ease
their lingering tensions “through addi-
tional treaty arrangementsandfull diplo-
maticrelations’ whichthey believewould
facilitate bilateral academic links and
student exchanges. They also called for
the abolition of an article of the Turkish
Penal Code which makes it a crime to
“denigrate Turkishness’ and has been
used against dissident intell ectual sques-
tioning the official denia of the Arme-
nian genocide.

“Armenia also should reverse its
own authoritarian course, allow freeand
fair el ections, and respect humanrights,”
the laureates added.

Their letter, addressed to “the
peoples of Turkey and Armenia,” was
initiated and drafted by David Phillips, a
U.S. scholar who runs the New Y ork-
based Elie Wiesel Foundation for Hu-
manity. Heis also known as the former
chairman of the U.S.-backed Turkish-
ArmenianReconciliationCommissionthat
operated from 2001-2004.

Speaking to RFE/RL from New
York, Phillips said the open letter was
prompted by what he sees as an anti-
Armenian nationalist backlashin Turkey
that followed the January 19 murder of
Turkish-Armenianjournalist Hrant Dink.
“Whereas initially there was an over-
whelming popular response in support
of Turkish-Armenian rapprochement,
theblowback fromultranationalistsgives
rise to really serious concern about po-
litical trendsin Turkey,” hesaid. “Sowe
thought it would beimportant for Nobel
laureatestojointheir voicesin support of
Turkish-Armenian reconciliation, to ac-
knowledge that the events [of 1915]
constitutegenocide, andto suggest steps
that the governments of Turkey and
Armeniacan taketoimprovetheir bilat-
eral relations.”

The outpouring of popular sympa-
thy in Turkey for the lain editor of the
bilingual newspaper Agos raised hopes
for a rapprochement between Ankara
and Y erevan. However, the government
of PrimeMinister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
made it clear that a normalization of
bilateral ties remains conditional on an

Continued on page?2

of the Genocide.

between Armenia and the Diaspora.

Martyrs Monument.

in this program.

it atradition.

Announcement

The upcoming April 24 isthe 92nd anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide. Asinpreviousyears, the Armenian nation will commemorate the martyrs

By commemorating, each Armenian pays tribute to his/her ancestors.
Thishas also become atradition for the new generation, so it can keep alivethe
torch of the Armenian struggle until its just and complete resolution.

Today, the Turkish government not only denies the Genocide, but also
spares nothing to revise history in an effort to confuse the world.

The more Turkey pursues this policy, the more we, as Armenians, must
demonstrate shear will and commitment.

Thus, our cause might be symbolically represented by April 24, however,
it cannot be limited to the commemorations of that day. This multi-faceted
cause demands continuous work, as well as coordination and a united spirit

To mark that united spirit, this year the Armenian Genocide United
Commemoration Body has decided to organize a pilgrimage to the Montebello

Each participant will be given achanceto place aflower in memory of the
victims, and join our brothers and sisters in the homeland, who traditionally
make the same pilgrimage to Dzidzernagapert.

Thebody will providefreetransportation to those who wish to participate

From now on, this pilgrimage will continue every year, in order to make
Our national consciousness demands that every Armenian participate in

not only commemorative activities, but also the entire Armenian Cause.
Armenian Genocide United Commemoration Body
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Gov. Schwar zenegger ProclaimsDays of
Remembranceof theAr menianGenocide

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has proclaimed the week of April 22
" through April 29" as“ Days of Remembrance of the Armenian Genocide.” In
recognizing the Genocide, he urges peopl e throughout theworld to never forget
these horrific crimes against humanity.

PROCLAMATION

by the Governor of the State of California

Between the years 1915 and 1923, during the chaos of World War |, over
one million Armenian men, women and children living within the Ottoman
Empire’s borders were killed; forcing hundreds of thousands of Armeniansto
fleeto foreign countries after being stripped of their possessions, their national
identities and their homeland.

Scores fled to the United States, and Californiawas fortunate to become
home to one of the largest populations of Armenians outside the Republic of
Armenia. Many of California’s Armenian-American families are the descen-
dents of these courageous genocide survivors, whose hope for a life indepen-
dent war and violence was realized on our soil. Like their family members
before them, the Armenian-American community bravely flourished and
contributed much to our state and nation.

Documented asthefirst instance of genocidein the twentieth century, the
Armenian Genocide remains unacknowledged to this day. | strongly echo the
sentiments that all nations must examine their own painful histories, as the
denial of genocidefurther woundsanation’ sability to heal. Though over ninety
years have passed since these mass killings took place, present day atrocities
resonate throughout the world. It is our responsibility to recognize the brutal
slayings of so many innocents, remembering their suffering and vowingto help
prevent future genocides.

| join California’ s Armenian-American communities and all Armenians
worldwide in remembering those who were killed and persecuted during the
Armenian Genocide, and urge people throughout the world to never forget
these horrific crimes against humanity.

Arnold Schwarzenegger

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor of
the State of California, do hereby proclaimtheweek of April 22nd through April
29th, 2007, as “Days of Remembrance of the Armenian Genocide.”

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have here unto set my hand and caused the
Great Seal of the State of Californiato be affixed this 6th day of April 2007.

GOVERNOROF CALIFORNIA

Nobel L aureatesUrgeTurkish-Armenian Dialogue

Continued frompagel

halt to the Armenian campaignfor geno-
cide recognition and a settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Likemany other observers, Phillips
linked the Erdogan government’s re-
fusal to drop those preconditions with
Turkey’ supcoming presidential and par-
liamentary elections.“ Thetrendsin Tur-
key right now are negative, and | hope
that after they get through this political
cycle cooler heads will prevail and that
Turkey’sleaderswill take adeep breath
and reflect carefully on what's in their
nationalist interests,” he said.

According to Phillips, Armenia's
government is also to blame for the
strained ties. “Clearly, the corruption
and incompetence of Armenia s current
political leaders makes it difficult for
Armenia to progress or for Armenian-
Turkish relations to develop construc-
tively,” he said.

The Nobel prize winners pointed
out that the biggest obstacle to Turkish-
Armenianrapprochementisa“hugegap

in perceptionsover the Armenian Geno-
cide.” They said that in order to address
this gap thetwo sides should look into a
study commissioned by TARC from
another New Y ork-based institution, the
International Center for Transitional Jus-
tice (ICTJ), in 2002.

ThelCTJconcluded in aFebruary
2003 report that the Armenian massa-
cres “include all of the elements of the
crime of genocide” asdefined by a1948
United Nationsconvention. It said at the
same time that the Armenians can not
usethe convention for makingterritorial
and other claims against Turkey.

“The analysis offers a way for-
ward, which addresses the core con-
cerns of both Armenians and Turks,”
agreed the signatories of the open | etter.

Whilestatingthat their callswill be
“noticed” inArmeniaand Turkey, Phillips
was pessimistic about prospects for a
major improvement in Turkish-Arme-
nian relations sought by Washington.
“1t’ s hard to envision dramatic progress
given the mediocrity of political |eader-
shipinYerevanandin Ankara,” hesaid.

UN Genocide Exhibit Postponed

Continued frompagel

of genocide could have been done with-
out referring to the Armenians. But once
the Armenian reference “was there and
approved, wefelt asamatter of principle
you can't just go around striking things
out. It is a form of denial, and as an
organization that deals with genocide
issues, we couldn’t do that on any geno-
cide, and we can’t do this,” he said.

"1f wecan't get thisright, it under-
minesall thevaluesof theU.N. It under-
mines everything the U.N. is meant to
stand for in terms of preventing (geno-
cide),” Smith said. “You can't learn the
lessons from history if you're going to
sweep al of that history under the car-
pet. Andwhat about accountability ?What
about endingimpunity if you' regoingto
hide part of the truth? It makes a mock-
ery of al of this.”

| nter national and Ar menian PublicChar geUN

With Responsibility toProtect Against Genocide
L arge NumbersOpen to UN Intervention in Darfur
French and AmericansReady to Contribute Troopsto Darfur
Peacekeeping Operation

The Armenian Center for National
and International Studies (ACNIS) has
convened a roundtable discussion to
present theresults of thethird in aseries
of reports based on a poll of worldwide
opinion on key global issues. The report
was devoted to the United Nations' role
in genocide prevention and possible in-
terventioninDarfur. Themeeting brought
together citizens, members of leading
think tanks, analysts, and media repre-
sentatives.

ACNISdirector of research Stepan
Safarian delivered opening remarks.
“Regrettably, peopleindifferent corners
of the world are still being annihilated,
deprived of their homeland, and sub-
jectedtogenocide,” hesaid. “ Attheturn
of the 20" century—during the reign of
the Ottoman and Young Turk govern-
ments—the Armenians, their historic
homeland suffered greatly as a conse-
guence of genocide. Since this crime
against humanity was not prevented at
thetime, and the Armenian Genocidestill
awaitsinternational recognition, thevery
same transgression now continues
against other nations and races. There-
fore, genocide prevention by means of
humanitarianinterventionisimperative.”
ACNISanayst SyuzannaBarseghianthen
presented survey results.

Publics around the world say the
United Nations has the responsihility to
protect people from genocide and other
severe human rights abuses even if this
means acting against the will of their
own government, according to a multi-
national study.

Large numbers are open to UN
interventionin Darfur, where Arab mili-
tias linked to the Sudanese government
are accused of massacring the civilian
population. But many seem to be unin-
formed about the situation in Western
Sudan and declined to answer.

Support for action to halt genocide
is consistent with the final document
endorsed by the 2005 United Nations
World Summit, which recognized that
the world body has a “responsibility to
protect” vulnerable populations from
“genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing
and crimes against humanity” should
national authoritiesfail to do so.

“There seems to be a world-wide
consensusthat the UN Security Council
has a responsibility to act to protect
populations against genocide,” said
Steven Kull, editor of
WorldPublicOpinion.org. “ It al so seems
that, to the extent that people are aware
of the situation in Darfur, most believe
that the United Nations has the right, if
nottheresponsibility tointervenethere.”

This is the third in a series of
reports based on the findings of alarger
survey, analyzing attitudes on key inter-
national issues, conducted by The Chi-
cago Council on Global Affairs and
WorldPublicOpinion.org, incooperation
with polling organizations around the
world. The larger study includes 18
countries—China, India, the United
States, Indonesia, Russia, France, Thai-
land, Ukraine, Poland, Iran, Mexico,
South Korea, the Philippines, Australia,
Argentina, Peru, Israel and Armenia—
plus the Palestinian territories. Not all

guestions were asked in all countries.

UN Security Council Action

Respondentsin 12 countries were
asked whether the UN Security council
has the “responsibility to authorize the
use of military force to protect people
from severe human rights violations,
such as genocide, even against the will”
of the government committing such
abuses. The most common responsein
al 12 countriespolled onthisquestionis
that the UN Security Council has a
responsibility to authorize the use of
military force in such cases.

TheChinesepublicshowsthehigh-
est level of support for the idea that the
United Nations has a responsibility to
intervene (76%), followed by the United
States (74%), the Palestinian territories
(69%) and lsrael (64%). The lowest
levels of support are in Ukraine (40%),
Thailand (44%), Russia (48%), and Ar-
gentina (48%). But the proportions in
these four countries that say the UN
Security Council does not have such a
responsibility ranged betweenonly 16to
31 percent. A magjority of Armenians
believethe UN Security Council hasthe
responsibility to authorize the use of
military force to stop crimes such as
genocide. Although Armenians tend to
favor action in Darfur, large numbers
are uncertain. Two-thirds of Armenians
(66%) feel that the UN Security Council
hastheresponsibility toapprovemilitary
intervention to protect people from se-
verehumanrightsviolations” evenagainst
the will of their government.” Only 16
percent think it does not and 19 percent
decline to answer.

“What isremarkableisthe degree
of international agreement—acrosscoun-
tries with very different approaches to
human rights issues—on the need for
UN-authorized military action,” said
Christopher Whitney, executivedirector
for studies at The Chicago Council on
Global Affairs.

Darfur

In the 10 countries asked specifi-
cally about international interventionin
Darfur, most of those who answer indi-
cate that they are opento U.N. action to
stop thekilling. Inal countriesthe most
common response is that the Security
Council hasat least theright to authorize
intervention in Darfur and many say it
has the responsibility to act. But large
numbers did not respond suggesting
many are uninformed about the conflict
in Sudan.

Supportfor UN actionishighestin
France where 84 percent say the Secu-
rity Council has either the “responsibil-
ity” to authorize intervention in Darfur
(55%) or the “right” (29%) to do so.
Close behind isthe United Stateswhere
83 percent say the Security Council has
either the “responsibility” (48%) or the
“right” (35%) tointervene. I sraglis(77%)
are the next most likely to favor UN
action with 46 percent saying it has the
responsibility to act and 31 percent say-
ing it has the right to do so. Forty-four
percent of Armenians believe that the

Continued on page4
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Open Forum

Political L obbying By Armenian -Americans

By Sarkis Karayan, M .D.

Lobbyingby Armenian—-American
organi zationsfor recognitionby USgov-
ernment of the Genocide by Ottoman
Turks is again in the news nowadays.

TheArmenian community of USA
has not been influentia in effecting is-
suesthat concernusasArmenian Ameri-
cans.

Let me give two examples of our
failures, that we had to face in trying to
affect our interests.

1. In 1936, the Metro-Golden
Mayer decided to produce a film based
on Franz Werfel’ s book “Forty Days of
Musa Dagh”. On theintervention of the
Turkish government, the F.Roosevelt
administration prevented MGM from
producing thisfilm. I do not know if any
Armenian organization tried to contact
the official US authorities at that time. |
do not think there was an Armenian
lobby before 1965.,

2. The failure to make the Arme-
nian Genocide part of the Holocaust
Museum. In September of 1979, the US
President’s Commission on the Holo-
caust Museum, chaired by Elie Wiesdl,
presented president J.Carter a recom-
mendation toestablishalivingmemorial
composed of three principle compo-
nents: () A National Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum, (b) An Educationa Foun-
dation and (c) A Committee of Con-
science.

In October 1980, the US Congress
unanimously decidedto establish “asan
independent Federal Establishment the
United StatesHol ocaust Memorial Coun-
cil”. The ground was granted by the
Federal Government. The Museum was
built by private contributions. The Mu-
seum was inaugurated by President
Clinton on April 22, 1993. The Official
book on Holocaust Museum in Wash-
ington states that “were it not for [Elie
Wiesdl], the Museum would not have
come into existence’. On page 164 of
thesamebook, itisstated; “ Early on, the
planning team had to wrestle with the
guestion of whether the Armenian mas-
sacres of 1915 should be presented in
theMuseum. Beforethebeginning of the
actual work onthe Exhibition, theUnited
States Holocaust Memorial Council had
adopted a resolution agreeing to such
inclusion. Once the resolution became
publicly known, the Museum found it-
self under pressure from the Turkish
lobby, which tried hard to prevent any
mention of the Armeniansin the Exhibi-
tion. According to the official version,
theanti-Armeniangenocidal event never
happened. The Israeli embassy |obbied
on Turkey’s behalf in this matter”,

Acting at Israel’ s behest (i.e com-
mand), the US Holocaust Council prac-
tically eliminated mention of the Arme-
niansin the Washington Hol ocaust Mu-
seum, and the Jewish lobbyistsin Con-
gress blocked “ A Day of Remem-
brance”. Here | should mention that the
Holocaust MuseumisaUSFederal, and
not a Jewish establishment.

Inthebook of Holocaust Museum,
mentioned above, p. 164 thefollowingis
stated about the exclusion of the Arme-
nian genocideintheHol ocaust Museum:
“Theopinionsinthe Content Committee
of the Museum were divided. The dis-
cussion was heated but did not result in

avote. Eventually it was accepted that
considering the thematic definition of
the exhibition, it should not include a
chapter onthe Armenians. Butinview of
the promise that was given to the Arme-
nian community, the Armenian massa-
cres would be mentioned in the exhibi-
tionthreetimes, strictly inthe context of
Holocaust story. The first time Arme-
nianswereto mentioned in aquotefrom
a speech by Hitler, on the eve of the
invasion of Poland, in which he said.
‘who after al speaks today of the anni-
hilation of Armenians'; the second time
in a text panel which tells that Jewish
resistance fighters in Poland were in-
spired by Franz Werfel’s book, “The
Forty Days of Mussa Dagh”, and the
third one, on the Rescuers Wall, a bio-
graphical note about the German pho-
tographer Armin Wegner, who during
the First World War took pictures of
Turkish anti-Armenian atrocities.

Until very recently, political lobby-
ing in USA was mostly limited to the
Jewish community. It iswell organized
and known asAmerican-lsraeli Political
Affairs Committee, or AIPAC for short.
Many observersagreethat AIPACisthe
most effective lobbying groupinUSA.
| tried to research the reason for there
success, and will give below what |
found out.

In a book written by a group of
Political Science Professors, titled “In-
terest Group Politics’, edited by Allan
J.Ciglar and Burdett A. Loomis, 6" edi-
tion printed by CQ Press (adivision of
Congressional Quarterly)(USA, 2000),
Professor Eric Uslaner from University
of Maryland discusses in chapter 17,
pages 355-77 the various lobbying
groups- called Interest Groups- in USA.
The ethnic groups discussed are the
Jewsor Israelis, Latinos, Cuban-Ameri-
cans, Greeks, Turksand Armenians. He
saysthat“ Armenian-Americansaremore
recent entriesinto the ethnic group mix.
For many years Armenians-Americans
did not organize because there was no
independent Armenia. When the Soviet
Union broke up in 1989, Armenia re-
gained itsindependence. Sincethen Ar-
menians community has become ener-
gized on two issues, the Karabagh prob-
lem and Genocide recognition”.

Prof. Uslaner describes, as fol-
lows, the Jewish lobby, “The Jewish-
Americanlobbyinggroupwasformedin
1951, and sinceitsinception hasrarely
lost an important battle”.

The author gives the following
special USpoliciesindealingwithlsragl.
(a) lsrael receives by far the largest
shareof USforeignaid, 3billiondollars/
year. ( $6,000 dollars per each Isragli
citizen, SK.) (b) In 1985, Israel and the
United States signed a free trade pact
[thissignifiesthat any Israeli can start a
businessin USA andany USA citizencan
do the same in Israel, SK.]. (c) Israel
benefits from large tax-exempt contri-
butionsfrom the American Jewish com-
munity. No other foreign nation is so
favored.

Udlaner adds that “AIPAC has a
staff of 15,000 and an annual budget of
$15 million, and 55,000 members. In a
moment of perceived crisis, AIPAC can
put a carefully researched, well docu-

Continued on page4

Licenceto Kill: Satute 301

The Deadly Consequences Of The Turkish Criminal
Justice Reform

By Toros Sarian

“Theresponsibility for the murder
of the Armenian journalist liesfirmly at
the door of those who created Statute
301" claimed Orphan Pamuk winner of
the Nobel Prize for Literature. These
sentiments were also expressed by the
prominent columnist Mehmet Ali Birand.

At the funera in Istanbul, many
mourners carried posters bearing the
inscription “Murder Statute 301”. This
law made the Defamation of the State as
well as any of the state apparatus and
facilities an offence.

Hrant Dink was the only critic
sentenced using thislaw. He received a
6 months suspended prison sentence, a
sentence viewed in fascist circles as a
far too mild.

After thefounding of the Republic
of Turkey, the new Turkish Criminal
Code was created based on the example
of thethen Fascist Italian Criminal Code.
Already in 2004 the EU had demanded a
reform of thealmost 80 year old criminal
justice system. In June 2005 the newly
reformed Criminal Justice Code was
passed.

Sentences for torture were in-
creased and Genocide, human smug-
gling, and crimesagainst humanity were
includedinthecriminal law code. More-
over, rapewithinthemarriageaswell as
sexual intimidation were made criminal
offences. Gunter Verheugen (SPD) the
EU Commissioner responsible for the
expansion of the EU, hailed this new
Criminal Justice System as a “Master
Work” “ Now, theRuleof Law hasbeen
strengthened and Freedom of Speech
protected.

The Turkish journalist association
held a completely different view as the
supposedly Master Work also contained
a few paragraphs resulting in further
infringements to “freedom of speech
and freedom of the press’. “The days of
Turkey being talked about asthe biggest
prison for journalists lay before us’
warned the Chairperson of the Journalist
Association, Oktay Eksi. In Brussels
these warnings were unheeded. A few
months after the introduction of this
new Criminal Code, EU entry negotia-
tions with Turkey had begun.

The hardliners in Erdogan’s gov-
ernment were as satisfied with the re-
forms as the Military establishment, as
defamation of the state and the state
apparatus and attacks on fundamental
national interestscould be punishedwith
up to 10 years imprisonment.

In the introduction to the statute
draft it was clear where and against
whom these changes could be used
against: Anyone suggesting the truth of
the Armenian Genocide or the with-
drawal of troops from Northern Cyprus
would be viewed as an offence against
“fundamental national interests’ . Shortly
after Statute 301's introduction con-
cernswere raised, as reactionary Public
Prosecutors or lawyers used the possi-
bilities given to intimidate critical intel-
lectualswiththreats of prosecution, thus
forcing their acquiesce. Hrant Dink,
Orhan Pamuk and Elif Shafak are only
the most prominent victims of Statute
301. All three were prosecuted in con-
nection with comments concerning the

existence of the Armenian Genocide.

The prosecutions were instigated
by the Nationalist lawyer Kemal
Kerincsiz, already in 2002 at a confer-
enceinthecity of Urfa, Hrant Dink had
created furore as he criticised the sing-
ing of the Turkish national anthem at the
beginning of the school day in schools
whereby theanthem emphasisespridein
belonging to this“ Heroic Race”

In addition the pupils were taught
the parole “ Happinessis being called a
Turk” . Hrant Dink justifiably criticised
this sentence as being racially discrimi-
nating. Asthecustodial sentenceagainst
Hrant Dink was confirmed by the high-
est appeals court in July 2006, the EU
Commissioner Olli Rehn registered his
disappointment. Hedemanded the Turk-
ish authorities to change Statute 301 so
asto guarantee thefreedom of the Press.
Over 400 Intellectuals, Publishers, law-
yers and Human rights activists pro-
tested through an advertising campaign
against therestrictionsinthe Freedom of
Speech. “I will not besilent” proclaimed
Hrant Dink after the decision of the
Appeals Court. A few days before his
murder he had handed inan appeal tothe
Court of Human Rights in Strasburg to
overturn the Turkish courts judgement.

The unbending nature of this Ar-
menian, so hated by Turkish national-
ists, led in the end to his cold-blooded
murder by thosewho felt responsiblefor
executing the enemies of Turkishness.

What Statute 301 did not achieve
was accomplished inthe end by ayoung
fascist killer. After hisarrest heposedin
front of the cameras with the Turkish
flag and flanked by two good-humoured
policemen. Nothing couldillustratemore
clearly the responsibility of the Turkish
state for the murder than these pictures.
Nationalisttelevisionchannel spresented
themurderer asanational hero ashehad
converted Dinks suspended sentence
into a death penalty as only this could
restore the Honour of Turkey.

In the wake of the impressive
funeral demonstration followed the Na-
tionalist response. “We are Turkey, we
are Mustafa Kemal.” is the current pa-
role circulating in Turkey. The fascist
lawyers and Public Prosecutors would
have liked to have prosecuted all of the
1000,000 demonstrators, who wanted
to be Armenian for at least one day, for
the * Defamation of Turkishness’. In
Turkey there now exists an underlying
Lynchmentality complainedthebestseller
author Elif Shafak. Shafak, born in
Strasbourg and daughter of a Turkish
diplomat, isalso avictim of Statute 301.
In Shafaks novel “Father and Bastard”
the ever alert protectors of Turkishness
found one particular sentence in her
book which was enough to start a pros-
ecution.-“1 belong to family whose total
family and relatives were massacred by
the Turksin 1915. | have learnt to deny
my roots and | was taught that there
never wasan Armeniangenocide” These
were the words of a figure in a novel.
Thejudge suspended the proceedings as
he was not able to find any evidence of
acrime.

Orhan Pamuk winner of the Peace
Prize awarded by the German Booksell-

Continued on page4
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Renowned Violist Kim Kashkashian ToPerform
InAnAll-Mansurian Series

GLENDALE -- Three concertson
three nights, organized by Lark Musical
Society in commemoration of the 92nd
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide,
will feature the music of Tigran
Mansurian. AcknowledgedasArmenia’s
greatest living composer, Mansurianwill
be present for the duration of the festi-
val.

The musical trilogy, entitled “A
Mansurian Triptych,” under the aus-
pices of the Consulate General of the
Armenian Republic in Los Angeles,
will showcase the composer’s vocal,
chamber, and orchestral works, on the
evenings of April 20, 23, and 25, re-
spectively. Thefirst two concertswill
beheldin Zipper Hall, Colburn School
of Music, 200 South Grand Avenue,
Los Angeles 90012; and the third con-
certwill takeplaceat the Alex Theater,
216 North Brand Boulevard, Glendale
91203.

Thefirst of the* Triptych” events
is a choral concert featuring
M ansurian’ smonumental ArsPoetica,
on poetic selections by Yegishe
Charents. The second concert, in the
Dilijan Seriesfinale, will bedevotedto
the composer’s chamber works, per-

formed by an ensemble of nationally
and internationally acclaimed musi-
cians, including award-winningviolist
Kim Kashkashian. The concluding
event will feature Dilijan Series Artis-
tic Director Movses Pogossian in the
U.S. Premiere of the composer’s re-
cent Concerto No. 2 for Violin and
String Orchestra “Four Serious
Songs’, as well as Mansurian's Viola
Concerto “...and then | was in time
again...”, with Kim Kashkashian as
soloist.

The Lark students and graduates
havebeeninstrumental intheir organiza-
tional efforts to present the choral, or-
chestral and chamber works of Tigran
Mansurian, whose Monodia(ECM New
Music Series) was nominated for a2005
Grammy Award. The composer’'s ex-
tensive ECM discography includes re-
cordings by such artists and ensembles
asL eonidasK avakos, KimKashkashian,
Munich Chamber Orchestra, and the
Hilliard Ensemble.

For tickets or inquires call (818)
500-9997, (818) 572-5438, or visit http:/
[dilijan.larkmusi cal society.comand http:/
[www.larkmusicalsociety.com/

index.php

Palitical L obbyingBy Armenian-Americans

Continued frompage3

mented statement of its views on the
desk of every Senator and Congress-
man and appropriate committee staff
withinfour hoursof adecisiontodo so”.

What are the reasons for the close
friendship between the USA and Isragl:

The author gives the following
points.

(8 A common biblical heritage.
[Christiansof all Denominationsaresup-
posed to believe- rather naively- that
Jesus will return some day as King of
Israel and the World, S.K,] (b) A shared
Europeanvaluesystem. (Isamissharply
critical of the West’s perceived lack of
morality).

( ¢) The democratic nature of
Israel’ spolitical system. (d) Israel’ srole
as an aly of the United states (€) The
sympathy Americans extend towards
Jews as victims ( of holocaust? S.K.)

Jews benefit from a high rate of
participation in politics. Jews are the
most generous campaign contributorsin
U.S. palitics.

Although Jewsconstitutelessthan
3 percent of U.S. population, about 10
percent of the members in both the
House and Senate are Jewish. These
legislators have sought positions where
they could help Israel. Almost 20 per-
cent of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee and the House International
RelationsCommitteeare Jewishand half
of the members of the House Subcom-
mitteeontheMiddleEast, including both
the chair and the ranking minority mem-
bers, are Jewish.

Uslaner concludes,”No foreign
policy interest group, and certainly no
ethnic group, has the reputation for
influencethat thepro-lsrael forceshave”.

As | mentioned above, Turkish
and | sragli interestscollide head on with
lobbying efforts of Armenian Ameri-
cans, neutralizing the latter’s clout.

Asto Turkish lobbying, the author
states, “ Turkish-Americans have deter-

mined enemies. For many years Turks
had to worry primarily about Greek
Americans. Now their main concern is
Armenian Americans. The American
Hellenic Institute Public Affairs Com-
mittee (ACIPAC) Is modeled after
AIPAC.... The 2 million Greek Ameri-
cansarevery activepolitically...Incon-
trast, the Turkish —American Commu-
nity of about 180,000 is not well orga-
nized. Recently (afew years ago, S.K.)
it employed a Washington DC Public
Relationstolobby thegovernment, but it
has no ethnic lobby and maintainsalow
profile’

Asto Armenian-American lobby-
ing. Uslaner mentionsthe two issues, as
mentionedabove, facing Armenians. The
K arabagh problem and condemnation of
Turkey for its genocide of 1.5 million
Armenians during World War I. He
states the Armenian American |obby,
The Armenian Assembly of America,
with 7,000 membersand abudget of 2.5
million dollars, hasfought for increased
US aid to Armenia and for blocking
assistanceto Azerbaijan.

Hedoesnot mentionthe Armenian
National Committeeof America(ANCA)
for its lobbying for Armenian interests.
Recently, Gerard Cafesjian, a U.S phi-
lanthropist of Armenian descent, hasset
up anew lobbying organization called
U.S ArmeniaPublic AffairsCommittee
(USAPAC), pledgingtobecomea* pow-
erful and effectiveadditionto the Arme-
nian-Americanlobby”.

Will the Armenian-American lob-
bying efforts be fruitfull 2. 1 hope so, if
our objectivesarerealistic, and not wishful
thinking. Anexample; theobjectionraised
by Armenian lobbying groups to the
appointment of the new US Ambassa-
dor to Armenia is not realistic. Every
body knows that an ambassador carries
thepolicy of hisgovernment, inthiscase
the policy of US government. To insist
that the new ambassador must deviate
from US government’ s policy does not
make any sense.

I nter national and Armenian PublicChar ge

Continued from page2

UN Security Council has either the re-
sponsibility to authorize intervention to
stop the killings in Darfur (29%) or the
right to do so (15%). Only 9 percent
think it does not havethisright. “Nearly
half (46%) of those polled declined to
answer, however, which suggests many
Armenians are uninformed about the
situation in western Sudan,” the report
mentions.

Respondents in seven countries
were also asked whether they thought
their country should contributetroopsto
“an international peacekeeping force to
stop thekilling in Darfur.” A very large
majority of the French (84%) support

contributing troops to a peacekeeping
force in Darfur. Among Americans 65
percent approve the idea and just 28
percent are opposed. Armenianstend to
be against sending their own troops to
joinaninternational peacekeepingforce
in Darfur. By amargin of 45 percent to
27 percent, Armenians oppose partici-
pating in such a mission (28 percent
declined to answer).

For details, please see
www.thechicagocouncil.org or
www.worldpublicopinion.org.
WorldPublicOpinion.org is a publication
of the Program on Internationa Policy
Attitudes at the University of Maryland.
For the Armenian version, visit
WwWw.acnis.am.

Licenceto Kill: Satute 301

Continued frompage3

ers Association and Nobel Prize winner
for Literature was also taken to court for
the defamation of Turkishness.

Inaninterview withaSwissnews-
paper hesaidthat “they murdered 30,000
Kurds and 1 million Armenians and al-
most no one dares to mention the fact.
The proceedings against Orhan Amuk
aroused great attention. A European par-
liamentary delegation followed the pro-
ceedings on the ground. Even members
of the delegation were not safe from the
agitated Turkish fascists. the former
British Minister for Europe, Dennis
M cShane explained that he had been hit
as he entered the court and therefore
would be lodging an official complaint.

EU Commissioner Olli Rehn ex-
plained that the Court proceedings
against Pamuk would be aLitmus Test
for Turkey. It would be suitable chance
to set a positive precedence. In fact the
proceedings were later suspended as a
prosecution would have negatively in-
fluenced the decision regarding the be-
ginning of entry negotiations between
the EU and turkey.

Shafak and Pamuk werelucky the
Armenian Hrant Dink was not.

Turkish Criminal Code contains
numerous laws which sound harmless
and are less well known as Statute 301,
whichalsoservesto criminaliseintellec-
tualsand journalists. Lawswhichforbid
incitement of the people and the protec-
tionof personal honour areformulatedin
such a way that they can serve the
criminalisation of critics. According to
the Association of Turkish Publishers
more than twenty laws must be changed
to ensure that authors and publishers
enjoy legal certainty.

The publisher, Ragip Zarakolu
has also felt the wrath of the Turkish
Justice Department.

Most  books concerning the
Armeniaand Genocide have been pub-
lished by his publishing house. After
the publishing the diary of the Arme-
nian doctor, Garabet Hatcherian,
Zarakolu was served with awrit. The
diary contained Hatcherians eye wit-
ness account of the destruction of the
Armenian and Greek quarters of the
Habour town Izmir by the troops un-
der Mustafa Paschas Kemal. The pub-
lication of the book from Armenian
author George Jerjian, whoislivingin
England, alsoresultedin chargesbeing
made. According to the Public Pros-
ecutors, the Republic and its founder
Mustafa Kemal Atatirk were in both

books defamed. Ragip Zarakolu, who
belonged to the closest circle of the
murdered Hrant Dink, isconsidered as
one of the most threatened intellectu-
als.

Callsfor the abolition of Statute
301 will certainly become louder after
the murder of Hrant Dink. Erdogan
wont giveway to this pressure coming
mostly from Brussels. As this year
thereareimportant electionsin Turkey
and the results will not be influenced
by the mere 100,000 who took part in
the Mourning demonstration for the
murdered journalist.

But even the complete abolition
of Statute 301and other minor laws
which restrict the freedom of the press
and freedom of speech, is no guaran-
tee that political assassinations will
have an end. Most of all, the racial
incitement against the 50-60,000 Ar-
menians still living in Turkey will not
be prevented. The reality is that the
bravest voice of the Armeniansin Tur-
key has been silenced for ever.

Ismet Berkan, Editor of the Left/
Liberal daily paper “ Radical” described
the murder of Hrant Dink as “aracial
crime”. “They murdered Hrant Dink,
firstly, because he was Armenian and
secondly, because he thought differ-
ently.” Also, the world-famous author
Y asar Kemal all clarity calledthe prob-
lem by its real name. “Racism is ram-
pant in the Turkey, more than any-
where elsein theworld.” Thisracism
will not be stopped by a few changes
in the Criminal Code. For this to hap-
pen radical changesin society and the
political system must be undertaken
and this must take place independent
of any EU membership negotiations.

Whether the death of an Arme-
nian is enough to begin this processis
questionable.

Many Armenians, in view of the
catastrophic prospects, prefer to leave
the country. After the murder of Hrant
Dink, hope that democracy also in
Turkey is achievable, that the Arme-
nian Genocide is recognised, that Ar-
menianscan liveasequalsand in secu-
rity in Turkey has been brutally de-
stroyed. The developments since the
murder show clearly that Turkish rac-
ismand nationalism hasgained strength
and influence. It seems that the Euro-
pean public and politics which for a
few days showed shock and outrage
have slowly forgotten the murder of
Hrant Dink.

Hamburg/Germany
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UNDER THE AUSPICRES OF THE ARMENIAN CONSULATE GENERAL

L&RK Musical Soclety prosenty

AMANSURIAN TRIPTYCH
In Commemoration of the Armenian Genoclde of 1915
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L CHORAL WOREN

Friday, Agril 20, 2007 at 500 pan.

Zipper Concert Hall st Gee Callears Schosl
200 8. Grand Avewur, Low Angeles, Californin

IL CHAMBER WOREN
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ORANGE COUNTY

Slim-Band

Weight Loss Centers
David G. Davtyan M.D., FACS, FICS
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U hpwpnjd “Fahp “Punpbwih GEunpnin
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UphwpGme purugniu dhengp:

“LAP-BAND”

2001 pnuuljuuhg dhp gnpdwmn Ge oo
wiATulpwgup oqubp £ hwphygpunnp hugbph b

witkphlpuoghuph Uhhwpi G JEponpupatb
hpbug gqnbglnupjaup, wennenuehoop
b Bpswtlmpfuin:

We offer attractive financing.,
LAP-BAND is now approved by Blue Cross.
Medicare and other insurance companies

GLENDALE (818) 546-1500

www.LapBandLa.com

DAVID G. DAVTYAN
M.D., FACS, FICS

We also specialize
in treatment of:
CAMNCER and
diseaases of

- Breast

- Colon

- Stomach

- Liver, Pancreas

- Gall Bladder
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CeCU

sSurr-YEARS

Proud Past, Exciting Future.

FtndGwinn UGgtwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwaquiy:

AGBU

AGBU Asbeds

Cordially invite you to

An Evening with Scholars

PrOFESSOR VAHAKN DADRIAN
“Historical Answers to Turkish Denials”
and
PrOFESSOR TANER AKCAM
“Turko-Armenian Relations After Hrant Dink”

FRIDAY, APRIL 20th, 2007 — 8:00rMm

AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School
Aghajanian Hall
6844 Oakda%e Ave., Canoga Park, CA

Reception will follow
FREE ADMISSION
For more information please call (626)794-7942

GENOCIDE

COMMEMORATION

Please join the AGBU-AYA San Fernando Chapter
in remembering the Armenian Genocide of 1915 /l ‘“\

SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2007
8:00 pm - 10:00 Pm
AGBU-AYA NAZARIAN CENTER
6844 Oakdale Avenue, Canoga Park, CA (818) 313-9449

-- Opening Ceremony by --
the AGBU-AYA Antranig Scouts with anthems performed
by the AGBU-AYA Hye-Herosner Marching Band

-- Performances by --

the AGBU-AYA Sardarabad Dance Group
-- Participation of --

top bands Sight of Sound and Silent Noise

-- Special Guest Appearance by --
Daniel Decker, famous vocalist

-- Inspirational words by distinguished speakers --

FREE ADMISSION

Contributions are greatly appreciated and will assist AGBU-AYA in continuing
to provide cultural, scholastic, athletic and artistic programs for the Armenian youth.

4 AGBU Hye Geen )

Forum for Armenian Cultural
and Social Studies

&

CSULA School of Social Work
Armenian Social Work Caucus

Invite You to

THE 2ND ANNUAL
INTERDISCIPLINARY CONFERENCE

“The Status of Armenian Communities
Living in the United States”

Feature Speaker:

Prof. LYUDMILA HARUTYUNIAN, Ph.D.

Dean of Sociology Department,
Yerevan State University

Saturday, April 28, 2007
9:00 am to 3:30 pm

California State University, Los Angeles
5151 State University Drive,
Los Angeles, CA 90032

Registration — $25
Student Registration — $15

Program and registration available at
WWW.AGBU.ORG/HYEGEEN

Send inquiries to:
agbuhyegeen@gmail.com

77150675

2007-2008 ACADEMIC YEAR

‘ BB = THE QUALITY AND SAFE ALTERNATIVE FOR YOUR CHILD’S HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION
g o

GRADES 9 - 12 55 =
“‘G“ sc“““"% For registration information, a campus tour and meeting with the principal, please call (626) 794-0363 “lG“ sc“““"

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSOR

™

@@ @51‘/%0 CROWNE PLAZA

L0 S ANGELTES
6131 E.Telegraph Rd.+ Commerce, CA 90040 + 323.721.2100 + 714.879.2100 * commercecasino.com

HOTELS & RESORTS
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A HIS BAND ~
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MIDDLE EAST

RESTAURANT

O e | R
MEDITERRANEAN
LEBANESE FOOD

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASION

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
BANQUET HALL

EVERY

FRIDAY ~ & ~ SATURDAY
ONAL ARABIC
INTERNATIONAL ~
.« CALL FOR RESERVATION

910~E.MAIN ST ALHAMBRA,CA.
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

COME IN AND
ENJOY

OUR PATIO
AND THE

FINEST
SHISA
“HOOKAH”
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251 South Olive Street, Los ﬂnge[es
10:30am /_goutique / Social Hour * 12:30pm Luncheon / Fashion Show

B | ga’zine 626-755-4773 gc{epoyan@;lotmai[.com
Z)zovig 626-429-8366 vcfko’zo@gahoo.com

*Donation $75.00




