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New Offices For Lease
IN PASADENA

On Allen Ave. + South of Washington Blvd.

ALL UTILITIES ARE INCLUDED

For More Details

Call Vartan
(626) 255-2537
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Votingin Armenia stenseparlia-
mentary elections ended on Saturday
evening amid reports of massive vote
buying by the three pro-government
parties.

Preliminary official resultsof | ast
Saturday’ slegislative electionsgavea
landslide victory to the governing Re-
publican Party of Armenia(HHK) and
showed only two opposition parties
OrinatsY erkir and Zharangutyun win-
ning a handful of seatsin parliament.

With all ballots cast counted and
tabulated by Sunday evening, the Cen-
tral Election Commission (CEC) said
the HHK won 33.8 percent of thevote.
The Prosperous ArmeniaParty (BHK)
of businessman Gagik Tsarukian came
in adistant second with 15.1 percent,
followed by the Armenian Revolution-
ary Federation (Dashnaktsutyun)
which had 13.1 percent. All three par-
ties are loyal to Robert Kocharian.

Throughout the day proxies of
opposition parties, and non-govern-
mental organizations monitoring the
el ectionsreported numerousinstances
of busloads of people transported to
polling stations across the country by

Armenia’s Tense Parliamentary Elections
Bribes And Fraudulent Official Vote Counts Win The Elections

“We are convinced that there
werefalsificationsin many polling sta-
tions,” the former parliament speaker
said. In particular, he echoed opposi-
tion allegations of unprecedented vote
buying by the Republican Party of
(HHK) and other pro-government
forces.

Baghdasariansaid OrinatsY erkir
will demand that the Constitutional
Court “revise” and, if necessary, in-
validate the official vote results. He
urged other opposition partiesto assist
in the lawsuit by providing more con-
crete evidence of fraud.

“Many parties now say that the
elections were fraudulent,” he told a
news conference. “We are now your
microphone. Gives us [evidence of
fraud] so we can submit it to the
court.”

Zharangutyun, the other opposi-
tion party that won parliament seats,
has already announced its intention to
do so. Itsleader Raffi Hovannisian has
accused theauthoritiesof stealingtwo-
thirds of votes cast for the party.

Hovannisian claimed that
Zharangutyun polled three times more

- - ]
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Armenian voter slineout tocast their ballots

members of the two main pro-estab-
lishment parties. RFE/RL correspon-
dents witnessed two such instancesin
Y erevan.

Vote bribes were being distrib-
uted on a terrible scale with reports
about widespread vote buying.

Accordingto someinformations,
the Prosperous Armenia Party was
handing out 25,000-dram bribes in
someplaces, whilethe Republican Party
was handing out 15,000 drams ($42)
all over the country.

Opposition PartiesRe ect
Official Results

On Wednesday Orinats Y erkir
Party Leader Artur Baghdasarian ac-
cused the authorities of rigging the
elections and said his party will chal-
lenge their official resultsin the Con-
stitutional Court.

votes than were shown in the CEC's
preliminary vote tally. “We saw those
250,000 votes|cast for Zharangutyun]
shrink to 80,000 through a miscount-
ing and invalidation of ballots,” he
said.

“When European observersspeak
of progress [in the conduct of Arme-
nian elections,] they probably mean
that 250,000 was not turned into
25,000,” he added sarcastically in ref-
erence to their positive assessment of
the vote.

InBaghdasarian’ swords, Orinats
Yerkir will also be seeking a nation-
wide recount of ballots, something
which the CEC has refused to do.

Recounts Show | nstances of
VotesFalsification

OrinatsY erkir did managetoforce
on Wednesday a vote recount in at

Votersbusedtoapollingstationin Y erevan

least one of Armenia's 41 electoral
districts covering much of the central
Aragatsotn region. The party’s candi-
date in the district, Razmik Terterian,
found suspicious extremely high voter
turnout registered in many local vil-
lages.

In one of them, Tutujur, turnout
was as high as 100 percent, with vir-
tually all of the 211 ballots cast for the
HHK and the Armenian Revolutionary
Federation (Dashnaktsutyun), accord-
ingtothevillage el ection commission.
A recount conducted by the higher
district commission found that quite a
few of thoseballotswereinfact marked
for opposition parties which official
results showed getting no votes at all.
Several other opposition parties had
ballots cast for them wrongly invali-

dated.

It also turned out that village
officials failed to submit registration
lists, which citizens have to sign be-
fore voting, to the district election
commission, something which is re-
quired by Armenia’'s Election Code.
This fact led the commission member
representing Orinats Yerkir, Seyran
Abgarian, to demand that the election
held in Tutujur be annulled.

The commission chairman,
Harutiun Ohanian, rejected thedemand,
insisting that the document in question
did not disappear. “Please do not im-
pede my work,” he angrily said when
pressed by Abgarian. “You're not
smarter than meto tell mewhat to do.”

Continued on page?2

Deutsche& Dresdner Bank, Defendantsin
Armenian Genocide-Related Case, RefuseTo M eet
Armenian-AmericanAttor neysWhileln Germany

BERLIN --ThreeArmenian-Ameri-
can attorneys, Brian S. Kabateck, Mark
J. Geragosand V artkes Y eghiayan, were
inBerlin, Germany seeking to meet with
officials from Deutsche Bank and
Dresdner Bank over lawsuits stemming
from the 1915 Armenian Genocide in
what is now Turkey. So far, the banks
refused to meet. The attorneys filed a
lawsuit last year against Deutsche and
Dresdner Banks charging the two banks
held Armenian families' money and as-
sets that had been deposited in their
banks before 1915 and retained assets
looted by the Turkish government.
(VaroujanDeirmenjian, et.a.v. Deutsche
Bank, A.G., Dresdner Bank, A.G., et.
a., January 13, 2006, Los Angeles Su-
perior Court).

The attorneys met with German
officialswhileinBerlinlast week. The
attorneys believe the meeting was pro-
ductive. The content of the meeting is
confidential. At a news conference
after the meeting, Kabateck, Geragos
and Y eghiayan discussed the present
status of the suit against Deutsche

Bank and Dresdner Bank and asked
that the banks be good corporate citi-
zens and sit down to discuss resolu-
tion of the claims against them.

“TheGermangovernment hasbeen
very admirable in acknowledging the
Armenian Genocide,” says Kabateck,
partner withtheL osAngeles, California-
based K abateck Brown K ellner.“ Turkey
saysit didn’t happen. It isshameful that
Deutsche Bank and Dresdner Bank are
acting more in line with Turkey and do
not feel obligated to return assets right-
fully belonging to Armenians. It just
addsto the disregard and degradation of
a group of people that have suffered
horribly.”

Deutsche Bank’ sattorneysinthe
United States state that the banks will
not meet with the plaintiff’s attorneys
until pending motionsseekingitsattor-
neys disqualification for tampering
with plaintiff’s expert consultant are
withdrawn. “ Deutsche Bank’ s precon-
dition to meet with us appears to be a

Continued on page?2
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Armenian PoliceAccused Of Deadly Torture

Y EREV AN -- Relativesof ayoung
man who died in police custody at the
weekend appealed to Prime Minister
Serzh Sarkisian on Monday to thwart
what they see as attempts by the Arme-
nian policeto cover up theextraordinary
case of brutal torture.

Levon Ghulian died in mysterious
circumstances on Saturday while being
guestioned by the police as a presumed
witness of adeadly gunfightin Yerevan
reported earlier last week. The police
claim that during the interrogation the
30-year-old father of two tried to escape
through awindow but slipped and fell to
the ground from the second floor of a
policebuildinginY erevan.

Ghulian’s close relatives strongly
deny this version of events, saying that
he wastortured to death by policeinter-
rogators. State prosecutors have
launched acriminal inquiry intotheinci-
dent which has cast a fresh spotlight on
the problem of policebrutality in Arme-
nia. Local and international watchdogs
say the practice is widespread.

“They probably hithiminthehead
with something and he died,” Ghulian's
uncle, Toros Papazian, told RFE/RL.
“They just don’t want to admit that he
died in apolice office.”

Papazian said his nephew’ s body
bore traces of violence such as abroken
rib and thigh bone and bruises on his
heels. “Levon was accidentally tortured
to death before being thrown out of the
window,” he said.

Ghulian wasthe owner of arestau-
rant in Yerevan's southern Shengavit
district near which aman was shot dead
on May 9 in areported dispute between
two groups of unknown individuals. He
was first detained and questioned at

Levon Ghulian photographedwith his
twosons

Shengavit’s police department.

“They wereforcingLevontoname
themurderer,” Papaziansaid. “Hedidn’'t
know that, but they kept beating him.”

Papazian added that Ghulian was
for days repeatedly interrogated by the
Shengavit police and prosecutors before
beingtakentothenationa PoliceService's
Directorate General of Crimind Investi-
gations on Saturday. He said the deputy
chief of thedepartment, Hovik Tamamian,
personally drove him to his office.

In ajoint letter, members of the
dead man’'s extended family asked
Sarkisiantointerfereintheinquiry.“The
prime minister was saying during the
€l ectioncampaignthat all theguilty must
be punished and that Armenia must be-
come alaw-abiding country,” explained
Papazian.

“1’veheard that my brother wasn't
the first victim [of police torture] and
that there have been such cases before,”
Ghulian’s grieving sister Marine told
RFE/RL. “I don't know want the rela-
tives[of other victims] did. | am appeal-
ing to them to join usin fighting against
such injustice.”

“Let my brother be the last vic-
tim,” she added.

BribesAnd Fraudulent VoteCountsWin
TheElections

Continued frompagel

Similar violations were exposed
during avote recount in Vartenis, an-
other Aragatsotn village where elec-
tion officials recorded a 96 percent
turnout. It emerged that the HHK tally
there included 20 votes cast for an-
other pro-presidential party, while 16
votes marked for opposition parties
wereillegally givento Dashnaktsutyun.

Also, the precinct commissionin
thenearby village of Aragatsofficially
reported that 607 local voterstook part
in Saturday’s elections. However, the
recount, which was to continue on
Thursday, found only 300 ballots cast
there. “They wrote down the figure
stupidly,” explained the embarrassed
district commission chief.

OSCE andUSGivePréiminary
PositiveEvaluations

Inapreliminary report rel eased on
Sunday, the 400-strong monitoring mis-
sionled by the Organizationfor Security
and Cooperation in Europe said the vote
was conducted “largely in accordance
with international standards for demo-
cratic elections.” It was the most posi-
tive assessment of Armenian elections
ever made by the OSCE.

The European Union rushed to
praise the Armenian authorities' con-
duct of the polls. The German govern-
ment, the current holder the EU’ s rotat-

ing presidency, said they were “on the
whole” freeand fair. In a separate state-
ment, the bloc's foreign policy chief,
Javier Solana, said Armenians * demon-
strated greater political maturity trough
these elections’ and sent a “positive
signal to other countries in the region.”

The U.S. took a more cautious
position, with Casey urging the authori-
tiesinYerevan to “aggressively investi-
gateallegationsthat arethereof el ectoral
wrongdoing and prosecute people in
accordance with Armenian law.” In a
separate statement posted on itswebsite
on Tuesday, the U.S. embassy in Arme-
nia said the alleged fraud may have
influenced the official vote results that
gavealanddlidevictory tothegoverning
Republican Party of Armenia (HHK).

“Part of the election process is a
careful consideration of all issuesraised
in connection with the election, includ-
ing several seriousallegationsof fraud or
intimidation which may have affected
the outcome of some of the races,” the
statement said. It also noted that long-
term OSCE observersarecurrently veri-
fying figures reported by the Central
Election Commission.

ToneTingsgaard, atop member of
the observer mission representing the
OSCE's Parliamentary Assembly, in-
sisted on Sunday that irregularities re-
ported by the Western monitors were
not seriousenoughto affect the el ection
outcome.

Karen Aghababyan Of ArmeniaWinsUK'sTop
ConservationAward

YEREVAN -- A 34 year old con-
servation scientist from Armenia has
won the UK’ s top conservation award
for his fight to save Armenia’s last
wetlands using the charismatic White
Stork as a flagship species. Dr. Karen
Aghababyan received The Whitley
Award donated by The Friends of the
Whitley Fund for Nature from HRH
The Princess Royal and Sir David
Attenborough at London’ sRoyal Geo-
graphical Society last night. It is the
firsttimeanyonefromthe Armeniahas
won the Award, whichisworth 30,000
pounds of sterling.

Dr Aghababyan’sresearch isfo-
cused in the Ararat Valley, home to
agriculture for thousands of years.
During the Soviet years the wetland
areas were reduced by Government
draining and although they are slowly
recovering anew threat has emerged -
Armeniahasbeengranted $200 million
forinfrastructuredevel opment, includ-
ing draining the Ararat wetlands at the
base of Mount Ararat, for conversion
to agriculture.

Armenia is of great importance
to birds. More than 350 species have
been recorded including wetland birds
such as endangered White-headed
Duck, Dalmatian Pelican, and Great
Snipe. Of particular importance are
thewetlands of the Ararat valley, only
17,000 ha of which remain, following
attempts to drain them during the So-
viet era.

For centuries the white stork has
been regarded with great affection in
Europe. Although they were once pro-
lific, the intensification of agriculture
and draining of wetlands has resulted
in adeclinein the populations. Tradi-
tionally storks like to keep their feet
wet feeding in wetlands ditches or
ponds where they catch frogs, lizards
and small rodents.

Although many Armenians feel
indifferently towards wetlands, white
storksare seen asacultural icon. They
are seldom persecuted and when storks
nest close to people, on anything from
telegraph polesto roofs, it isasign of

good luck.

Dr Aghababyan has made birds
popularin Armenia, teachingbirdiden-
tification courses in English, Russian
and Armenian. Using the White Stork
as aflagship species, Dr Aghababyan
haslaunched‘ Nest neighbours’, work-
ing with farmers and villagers, to in-
crease public understanding of storks
and their habitat. By becoming in-
volved in wetland conservation, Ar-
menians are starting to take notice of
what is being decided for natural re-
source use at local, national and inter-
national levels. Now, 500 families are
involvedin‘Nest-neighbours’ and regu-
larly monitor the Stork population.
Since 1994 the Whitley Awards have
beenawarded annually. They areworth
up to 30,000 pounds of sterling each
and are one of thelargest nature conser-
vationawardsavailabl e, recognizing out-
standing effortsby leading local conser-
vationistswhosework isbased on sound
science and which fully involves local
communities.

Edward Whitley, Founder and
Chairman of the Whitley Fund for Na-
ture said: "Using an iconic species like
the White Stork is agreat way of draw-
ing attention to the drainage of wetlands,
too often a neglected habitat. Working
under quitedifficult conditions, Karenis
getting local peopleinvolved in conser-
vation and interested in protecting
Armenia s remaining wetlands, which
are so important for birds.”

Deutsche & Dresdner Bank Refuse To M eet
Armenian-AmericanAttor neys

Continued frompagel

tacit recognition of the strength of our
expert tampering charges,” says Mark
Geragos, partner with Geragos &
Geragos. “At this point, just about all
the Armenians who lived through the
genocide have passed away. The Ger-
man banks probably think if they wait
long enough, no onewill beleft to seek
the assets that were theirs. Armenians
are a very determined people. We do
not give up. Now, it’sup to Armenian
descendants to make sure their ances-
tors are not forgotten.”

K abateck, Geragos and
Y eghiayan werein Paris earlier to an-
nounce the claim filing process for a
$17.5 million settlement in a class ac-
tion lawsuit brought against French
insurancegiant AXA for lifeinsurance
that went unpaidto heirsof thosekilled
during the 1915 Armenian Genocide.
(Kyurkjian, et. al. v. AXA, Case No:
CV 02-01750 and Ouzounian, et. al ., v.
AXA, Case No: CV 05-02596, U.S.

District Court, Central District of Cali-
fornia). The suit is the second of its
kind. AttorneysKabateck, Geragosand
Y eghiayan are internationally repre-
senting Armenian descendantsinsimi-
lar cases. InMartin Marootian, et al. v.
New York Life Insurance Company),
they reached a settlement with New
Y ork Lifeinwhich theinsurance com-
pany agreed to pay $20 million to
descendants of Armenian policyhold-
ers killed during the genocide.

“These settlements have brought
us one step closer to universal Geno-
cide recognition by forcing everyone
who ignorantly denies the Armenian
Genocide, especially those Turkish
citizens who have been blinded by
years of state sponsored propaganda,
to come to grips with reality and see
that had there not been a genocide,
thesemultinational corporationswould
not have paid millions in settlement,”
states Yeghiayan principle of Glen-
dale, California-based Yeghiayan &
Associates.
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L ebanon

Haigazian Univer sity Honor sRenowned Photo
Journalist Harry K oundakjian

On Tuesday, 8 May, 2007, on the
occasion of the Lebanese Press Mar-
tyrs' Day, and under the auspices of the
Minister of Information, H.E. Ghazi Aridi,
HaigazianUniversity inauguratedthelife
work of world renowned press photog-
rapher Harry Koundakjian, at an exhibi-
tionentitled“50Y earsof Photo Journal-
ism”,intheArthur Matossian Gallery, of
the university.

TheMugar Garden hosted acrowd
of dignitaries, media, family, and friends
whichincluded, former ministerand MP
Bahige Tabbara, Head of the Lebanese
Press Order, Melhem Karam, President
of the Press Photographers Syndicatein
Lebanon, Jamal Saidi, Ambassador of

to his home, Lebanon, amidst the
country's political instahility.

ThenPresident Haidostianand Min-
ister Aridi presented Koundakjian with
the University’’s token of recognition.

In his turn, Koundakjian, very
touched and emotionally affected by the
crowd, thanked the audience for being
faithful andfor beingthere. He promised
the pressthat soon hewill bereturningto
hisbeloved Beirut, ready to serveall the
newspapers.

After theribbon cutting ceremony,
the audience followed Koundakjian in
explaining and presenting his photo-
graphs, and the circumstances in which
he shot them. The exhibition featured

Harry K oundakjian explainingand presentinghisphotographs

the Kingdom of Belgium, H.E. Stephane
Del oecker, TheHead of theUnion of the
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the
Near East, Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian,
therepresentative of the Catholicosof the
House of Cilicia, His Holiness Aram |,
Father Krikor Chifjian, the Prelate of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of L ebanon,
Kegham Khatcherian, the Director Gen-
eral of theMinistry of Environment, Berge
Hadjian, and the Vice Governor of the
Central Bank, AlanBalian.

The program opened with a word
of welcome by Haigazian University’’'s
Public Relations Director, Mira
Y ardemian, referring to the martyrs, who
were basicaly Lebanese journalist that
sacrificed their life for independence,
liberal thoughts and freedom of speech
and expression.

University President, Rev. Dr. Paul
Haidostian welcomed the Minister of
Information, and addressed the audi-
encesaying, “thereare peoplewhomake
history, others who write history, still
others who read history. But there are
also those who open windows into that
history and shed light without discrimi-
nation onitsdarkest or brightest charac-
tersand events.” Haidostian appreciated
thehighrisk factor of journalism, andits
mission, “thejournalistspay ahigh price
for their mission. It could cost themtheir
life. Even though in present day Leba-
non, journalismissometimesmistakenly
seen as a subjective, propagandist, po-
litical and partisan activity, we need to
always remember that journalism is a
mission, and if so, then martyrdom is
one of its most painful consequences.”

Minister Aridi praised Koundakjian
for his 50-year career, and appreciated
Koundakjian'’s bold decision to return

some 75 photographs, reminding people
of the 20th century’’s most dangerous
conflicts, historical moments, aswell as
the world's famous stars and political
figures. Haigazian had the honor to in-
clude in this exhibition two world prize
winning photos: “ PrincessontheRocks”,
is the photo of Princess Lala Lamia,
daughter of the L ebanese PrimeMinister,
Riad El Solh, watching a water-skiing
competitioninJounieh, Lebanon,in 1963,
and “Please Save M€’ is the photograph
of a Lebanese taxi driver trapped in the
wreckage of his car in 1962.

Other starsinclude, BrigitteBardot
deciding on arolewith adirector, Omar
Sharif, Louis Armstrong, and of course
Lebanon’’'s famous singer Feirouz re-
hearsing with her husband, composer
Assi Rahbani.

The exhibition also featured pho-
tos from the Lebanese war, the Black
September in Sudan, the revolution at-
tempts in Yemen, the 2700th Anniver-
sary of the Persion Empire, and world
religiousleadersduring special moments.

Itisworth noting that many special
guests visited the exhibition during that
week, enjoying a private tour with
Koundakjian, including the Catholicosof
theHouseof Cilicia, HisHolinessAraml,
MP Walid Joumblat, MP and Annahar
EditorinChief, veteranjournaist, Ghassan
Tueni, Indian Ambassador, H.E. Nengcha
Lhouvum, and the genera public.

Veteran photographer, Harry L.
Koundarkjianbegan hisprofessional ca-
reer in 1952, when he joined the Beirut
French language paper, “L’’ Orient” and
its sister Arabic publication Jarida , as
thefirst press photographer in Lebanon.
Hejoined the Associated Pressin 1967,
and was appointed chief of the A.P.

Summer Armenian Festival At TheFountain

TheatreFeaturing ThreeTheatrical Events

"OnTheCouchWithNoraArmani"
" 20th Anniver sary Revival of “ Sojourn At Arar at”
“ A Celebration Of BergeZeytuntsyan”

LOS ANGELES -- The muilti-
award-winning Fountain Theatre pre-
sentsits Summer Armenian Festival fea-
turingNoraArmani’ sOne-Woman Show
On The Couch With Nora Armani per-
forming from Friday, May 18 through
Sunday, June 3; the 20th Anniversary
Revival of “Sojourn At Ararat”, per-
forming from Thursday, June 7 through
Sunday, August 12; and “ A Celebration
Of Berge Zeytuntsyan”, staged readings
of three of his plays, three nights only -
August 13 through August 15. The
Summer Armenian Festival will be pre-
sented at the Fountain Theatre, 5060
Fountain Ave. in Los Angeles.

On The Couch With Nora Armani
May 18 — June 3 -
Three Weeks Only

A co-production with PEMART
Productions.

Written and performed by Nora
Armani

Directed by Francois Kergourlay

A tour-de-force performed to
worldwide acclaim. A funny and touch-
ing world-eye view of life from this
enchanting Armenian-Egyptian-Ameri-
can actress, poet and storyteller. A
woman'’s journey of belonging and not
belonging, of being and discovering.

Nora Armani has toured with the
play internationaly in its English and
French versions winning critical acco-
lades. The play was broadcast on Radio
AligreFM, filmedfor CUNY-TV inNew
York, isupfor publicationintheUSand
will beavailableon DVD.

20" Anniversary Revival of
Sojourn At Ararat
June 7 — August 12

Created and Originally Performed
by Gerald Papasian and Nora Armani

Directed by Nora Armani

The international award-winning
sensation seen on four continents a be-
loved show, about Identity and Home
and love between He and She, bringsto
beautiful life the soul of the Armenian
people through its poetry and literature.
It is the centerpiece of the Festival.

Sojourn at Ararat hasbeen seenon
4 continentsinmorethan 25 citiesworld-
wide. It has received many accolades
and awardsandwill soonbeavailableon
CDandDVD. ltoriginaly premiered at
the Edinburgh International Festival
Fringewithitscreators, Gerald Papasian
and Nora Armani, who will be doing a
revival of the French version of the
show in France, openingon April 20th at
the La CRIEE National Theatre in
Marseilles, then performing in Paris at
the Holy Cross Cathedra in the 3rd
arrondissement, prior to this 20" Anni-

NoraArmani

versary Englishrevival. Ms. Armani will
direct the “next” generation of actorsto
take over the roles from her and Mr.
Papasian so the show can live on for
future generations.

A Celebration Of Berge
Zeytuntsyan
August 13, 14 & 15

Staged readings of three of Berge
Zeytuntsyan's plays- "Born and Died —
directed by BiancaBagatourian

"The Saddest of Sad Men" — di-
rected by Martin Bedoian

"Unfinished Monologue’ —directed
by Michael Arabian

ProducedinassociationwithADAA
(ArmenianDramatic ArtsAlliance), The
Fountain Theatre concludesits Summer
Armenian Festival with staged readings
of three plays by Berge Zeytuntsyan.
Berge Zeytuntsyan wasborn on July 18,
1938, inAlexandria, Egypt. Heserved as
secretary of the Writer's Union of Ar-
meniafrom 1975-86 and from 1990-91
as the acting Minister of Culture in
Armenia. Berge Zeytuntsyan is the au-
thor of many plays, some of which have
been trandlated into different languages
and stagedin countriesaround theworld.
Heisoneof Armenia smost belovedand
celebrated playwrights.

All showswill performat theFoun-
tain Theatre, 5060 Fountain Ave. in Los
Angeles. Performances are Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm and Sun-
days at 2pm.

Ticket pricesare$25.00for Thurs-
days at 8pm, Fridays at 8pm and Sun-
days at 2pm; $28 for Saturdays at 8pm.
Preview Ticketsare $15. Ticketsfor the
Zeytuntsyan readings are $25.00. For
tickets, pleasecall 323-663-1525, Group
Sales call 323-663-1365 or visit
www.fountai ntheatre.com.

Middle East photo staff in 1969.
Koundakjian alsoworked asafreelancer
tomany newspapersand magazineslike,
Aztag Daily,Dar Assayad Publications,
a Jamhour a Jadid, Magazine, a Ousbouh
a Arabi, and international publications
like, ParisMatch, France Soir, Life, , the
Illustrated London News, London Daily
Mail, London’’s Daily Telegraph and
London’’ sEconomist Called “Harry the

Horse” by hiscolleagues, because of his
tenacity and indefatigable energy,
Koundakjian has been in the thick of
danger many times during his over 50-
year professional career in morethan 22
countries. Throughout his career,
Koundarjian has been on a first name
basiswith many of itsleaders, including
Jordan’s King Hussein, Egypt’s Sadat,
Syria’'s Assad and Libya's Khadafi.
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Dr.MaryA. Papazian, Dean Of Montclair Sate
University, Named L ehman College’ sNew Provost

BRONX, NY -- Author and distin-
guished scholar Dr. Mary A. Papazian,
Dean of Montclair State University’s
College of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences, has been named as Provost and
Senior Vice President for Academic Af-
fairs at Lehman College . Her appoint-
ment, beginning July 16, 2007, was
approved on April 30 by the Board of
Trustees of The City University of New
York (CUNY).

Since 1988, Dr. Papazian hastaught
English literature and continued to pur-
sue her research and scholarship while
serving as an administrator. Previously,
she was Associate Dean of the College
of Artsand Sciencesat Oakland Univer-
sity in Michigan .

Dr. Papazian holds a B.A., M.A.
and Ph.D. in English Literaturefromthe
University of California, Los Angeles.
She has numerous publications in her
field of Early Modern British Literature
and continues to serve as an outside
reviewer for a number of university
presses. She presently is revising her
book, ShipwreckedIntoHealth: TheCon-
text and Experience of John Donne's
Devotions Upon Emergent Occasions,
and has a second collection of essays,
Shared Space: Reconsidering the Sacred
and Profane in English Renaissance Lit-
erature, under review at auniversity press.

“Dr. Papazian brings with her a
significant blend of experience in re-
search, teaching and administration,”
said Dr. Ricardo R. Fernandez, presi-
dent of Lehman, in announcing the ap-
pointment. “We are confident that her
commitment to scholarship and to insti-
tutional excellencewill help continuethe

Dr.MaryA.Papazian

broad-based growth that is taking place
at Lehman.”

Theonly senior CUNY collegein
theBronx, Lehmaniscurrently enjoying
its largest enrollment in 30 years (over
10,800 undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents). External fundingissimilarly at a
record level ($19.1 million), and a con-
struction program is underway that in-
cludes a new multimedia center, sched-
uled to open later this year, and a new
science facility that will house state-of -
the-art laboratories for teaching and re-
search.

Dr. Papazian succeeds Dr. An-
thony J. Garro, who served as Provost
from 2001-2006 and isnow Provost and
ViceChancellor for Academic Affairsat
the University of Massachusetts at
Dartmouth . Lehman’s Dean of Natural
and Social Sciences, Dr. William
Tramontano, has served as Acting Pro-
vost during this academic year while a
search for candidates was conducted.

Homenmen Marathon
Training Team

For more information

Call :(818)425-0836

Visit

E-mail : Homenmen@homenmen.org

s www.nyspace.com/homenmen
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AMAAMonthCeebrated AroundtheWorld

Armenian evangelicals through-
out the world designate March of each
year asArmenian Missionary Associa-
tion of America(AMAA) Month. This
tradition offers a joyous occasion for
celebrating in a special way the mis-
sion and service ministries of the
AMAA.

The AMAA was established in
1918 in Worcester, MA as the “mis-
sionary arm” of Armenian Evangelical
Churchesworldwide. The purposewas
toservethephysical and spiritual needs
of Armenians both overseas and at
home. To fulfill this worldwide mis-
sion, variousevangelistic, educational,
relief and social service programs and
projectsweremaintainedintheMiddle

Evangelical Churchof Montreal

East and at home. Over the years the
ministries were expanded to other
countries around the world and to the
newly independent Republic of
Armenia. Today AMAA supports 140
different projects in 22 countries.

The mission and service minis-
tries of the AMAA are made possible
through the grace of God, the gifts of
caring individuals, and the support of
churches and affiliated organizations.

Torenew andtofulfill their com-
mitment, during the month of March,
Armenian evangelicals praise God for
the AMAA, pray for God’s guidance
and ask that God will blessthisunique
ministry and use it to demonstrate the
reality of Hisgreat love.

InMarch of 2007 Armenian Evan-
gelical churchesin North Americapar-
ticipated inthiscelebration, with great
enthusiasm. The Board of Directors
of the AMAA at itslast meeting made
commitments for major projects in
Armenia, Middle East, Europe and
North America. AMAA Board Mem-
bers, staff, chapters and volunteers
were all geared up to update the con-
gregations on the new activities.

On Sunday, March 4 AMAA
Board Members and staff visited
churches on the West Coast. AMAA
Executive Director Andrew Torigian
participated intheworship serviceand
special program at the Immanuel Ar-
menian Congregational Church in
Downey, CA. Field Director Dikran
Y oumshakian preached at the United
Armenian Congregational Church
(UACC) of Los Angeles; Vice Presi-
dent Peter Kougasian preached at the

Mr.GregKaramanougian and theyouth otheFirst Armenian

Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church
in Pasadena, CA; AMAA Board Mem-
ber Rev. AraGuekguezian preached at
the Armenian Evangelical Church of
Hollywood and Board Member Dr.
Raffi Balabanian preached at the Ar-
menian Church of the Nazarene in
Glendale, CA.

The celebrations went on during
the rest of the month with AMAA
President Dr. H. Steven Aharonian’s
participation at the missions luncheon
at UACC on Sunday, March 11th. The
Field Director visited other churches
and fellowships including the Arme-
nian Christian Fellowship of Thousand
Oaks, CA on Tuesday, March 7; Pil-
grim Armenian Congregational Church

of Fresno on March 12; First Arme-
nian Evangelical Church of Montreal
on Sunday, March 25 and the First
Armenian Church of Belmont, MA on
Sunday, April 1.

Thisyear’ scelebrationswereen-
hanced with the participation of the
children and the youth in various
churches. Their involvement was
crucial and encouraging to assure the
continuation of AMAA services.

AMAA monthwasalso observed
in other countries around the world
including Australia, where on Sunday,
March 11, the worship service at
the Armenian Evangelical Church of
Sydney, Australia, was dedicated to
theAMAA. FollowingtheserviceAMA-
Australia organized a banquet. 90
peoplewere present. Followingavideo
presentation, Mrs. Araksi Soghomonian
made an appeal for child sponsorship.
These celebrations and the moral and
financial commitmentsmade on behal f
of AMAA members and friends will
touch the lives of many disadvantaged
peoplearoundtheworld. Throughtheir
participation and support, the Chris-
tian witness and stewardship will be
felt in areas around the world where
AMAA isactiveand supportschurches,
schooals, universities, orphanages, old
age homes, medical clinics, social ser-
vice centers, summer camps, child
education and sponsorship programs.

The gifts received during these
celebrations combined with love will
multiply and help AMAA meet itscur-
rent budget of six million dollars to
support current projects and help un-
dertake new projects.

1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA
CENUQUSLEL (626) 797-7680 (626) 398-0506
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send your letters to Massis Weekly
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O e | e
MEDITERRANEAN
LEBANESE FOOD

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASION

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
BANQUET HALL

EVERY

FRIDAY ~ & ~ SATURDAY
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INTERNATIONAL ~ ARABIC

910~E.MAIN ST ALHAMBRA,CA.
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

. CALL FOR RESERVATION

COME IN AND
ENJOY

OUR PATIO
AND THE

FINEST
SHISA
“HOOKAH”
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Surr-YEARS

Proud Past, Exciting Future.

PGnoGwenp UGgbwy, Lniuwpnn Uwwaquy:

AGBU

Affiliated with AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School

FOR YOUR CHILD’S HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION

Registration
in Progress
2007-2008
Academic Year

Grades 9-12

Experienced & Caring Faculty
College Preparatory Programs

AGBU HIGH SGHOOL - PASADENA

2485 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA, CA 91104

(CORNER OF ALTADENA DRIVE AND MOUNTAIN STREET)

For more information, campus tour
and a meeting with the Principal,
please call 626-794-0363.

DINNER DANCE

AND AWARDS CEREMONY

Organized By

AGBU PASADENA GLENDALE CHAPTER
SPORTS COMMITTEE

SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2007 - 8:00 pm

AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER

2495 E. Mountain Street
Pasadena, CA 91104

Entertainment
SOGHOMONIAN BAND

Featuring

TAVIT SAMUELIAN

Awards presented to
1st, 2nd, 3rd Place Winners

Funds Raised Will Benefit
Pasadena Glendale Chapter's
Athletic Programs

Donation: $50
Athletes and Children under 12: Free

For tickets please call
the AGBU offices at (626) 794-7942

AGBU GLENDALE / PASADENA CHAPTER

YOGA YOGA YOGA

COME JOIN US IN A FUN CLASS GUARANTEED TO CHALLENGE YOUR MIND AND BODY!

Mariette is a cerfified hatha flow yoga instructor and a registered nurse who
teaches yoga in the community and fo healthcare professionals.

Yoga is a holistic practice which utilizes your body’s own energy
powerhouse fo optimize wellness in the body and mind.
Yoga is neither a religion nor simply a “workout”.
LIMITED SPACES
For Information of reservations please call A.G.B.U. office (626) 794-7942

YOGA YOGA YOGA

AGBU CENTENNIAL SPONSORS

S

K 6%%0@ Cﬂ./‘;“/w CROWNE PLAZA

L 0 S ANGELES HOTELS & RESORTS

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.* Commerce, CA 90040 + 323.721.2100 * 714.879.2100 - commercecasino.com




