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Follow-Up Report by OSCE ContrastsWithWester n Observer s I nitial Positive
Assessment Of Par liamentary ElectionsInArmenia
Voter Tabulation ProcessWas" Bad or Very Bad" InThird Of Election Districts

The Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe effectively com-
pleted its two-month vote monitoring in
Armenia after releasing a fresh report
that raised more questions about the
freedom and fairness of the May 12
parliamentary elections.

The content of the post-election
interim report issued by the OSCE's
observer mission in Y erevan contrasted
withitsearlier, overwhelmingly positive
assessment of the Armenian authorities
handling of the vote. It emphasized and
elaborated on Western election observ-
ers preliminary conclusion that count-
ing of ballotsinalargenumber of polling
stations and their subsequent tabulation
by district election commissions (TECs)
was deeply flawed.

“During these last stages of the
election process, the [OSCE mission]
observed certain inconsistencies with
established regulations and departures
from best el ectoral practicewhich do not
contributeto strengthening public confi-
denceintheéection process,” thereport
said. It said OSCE monitors found “dis-
crepancies, some of them significant”
between vote results reported by pre-
cinct commissions and the higher-level
TECs.

The mission head, Boris Frlec,
handed a copy of the report to Foreign
Minister Vartan Oskanianat ameetingon
Thursday. Few of the meeting’s details
were reported by the Foreign Ministry’s
press service.

“In 35 percent of the [108] polling
stations where counting was observed,
the PEC (precinct election commission)
members had difficulties completing the
results protocols,” it said, adding that
many of those protocolswere “filled out

incompletely or incorrectly.”

The mission, deployed by the
OSCE’ sWarsaw-based Officeof Demo-
cratic Institutions and Human Rights
(ODIHR), said this contributed to “dis-
organization” at higher-level TECs that
tabulated the results in their respective
electoral districts. It said Western ob-
servers found the tabulation process to
be“bad or very bad” in morethan athird
of Armenia’s 41 TECs. Fourteen of
those commissions were observed mak-
ing changesin the PEC vote protocolsin
violationof theArmenian Election Code,
the mission added.

The code stipulates that the proto-
cols must be delivered to the TECs in
specia bagssealed by precinct-level elec-
tion officials. But according to the
OSCE's post-€election report, in at least
seven district commissions ballot bags
were" unseal ed, or had clearly beenseded
and reopened.” In one of them, it said,
observers “saw unsealed bags of ballot
papers being taken downstairs to a cam-
paign office of the [governing] Republi-
can Party and then brought back up to
the TEC premises sealed.”

The OSCE mission also expressed
serious concern at a major delay in the
publication by the CEC of aprecinct-by-
precinct breakdown of electionresultsin
Y erevan, which is home to more than a
third of the country’s population. Its
report said the delay “cannot be ex-
plained by the slow rate of the counting
andtabulation” and constitutesa® signifi-
cant lapse in the promised transparency
of recording election results.” Thereport
did not specify whether these and other
reported problems could have affected
the overall election outcome.

The Armenian authorities seem

Armenian Council Of America SendsA Protest

L etter to OSCE
Final Report On Parliamentary Elections Should Be
Comprehensive And Reflective Of Facts

LOS ANGELES -- Armenian
Council of Americaissued a letter of
concern to the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperationin Europe (OSCE)
regardingtherecent Parliamentary el ec-
tionsin Armenia.

In the letter the ACA expresses
itsalarm for the lack of substance and
the favorable tone in the OSCE pre-
liminary assessment of the elections.
While OSCE’s post-election interim
assessment issued last week stressed
that counting of ballotsin alarge num-
ber of polling stations was deeply
flawed with significant amount of dis-
crepancies.

The ACA continued to state that
in order to obtain a prosperous and
democratic Armenia, elections con-
ducted by the Armenian Republic must
be held in afree and transparent man-

ner. It is the duty of international
organizations such as the OSCE to
issue a report which is substantive,
comprehensive and reflects the facts.

The text of the letter is as fol-
lows:

Re: Parliamentary Elections in
Armenia

We are writing to you to express
our disappointment with your initial
report about the May 12th parliamen-
tary electionsin Armenia.

Your initial report stated that the
elections were held in accordance to
international standards, yet, it goeson
to say that many violations were ob-
served where fake identification cards
were used or votes cast to small par-
tieswere placed on the batches of pro-

Continued on page3

worried about its possible impact on the
OSCE's final election verdict which is
expected to be delivered by the end of
next month. Prosecutor-General Aghvan
Hovsepian promptly sent aletter to Frlec
later on Thursday, asking himto provide
“concrete information about those elec-
toral precinctswherethe mentioned vio-
lations were recorded.” That informa-
tionwould enable Armenian prosecutors
to investigate the reported fraud and
“bring guilty individuals to account,”
Hovsepian saidintheletter posted onthe
website of the Prosecutor-General’s
Office.

The OSCE mission, which has
mainly consisted of long-term observ-
ers and other ODIHR experts since
polling day, wrapped up its two-month
activitiesin Armenialater intheday. A
spokesman told RFE/RL that its mem-
berswill continueto work on thetext of
their final election report at the ODIHR
headquarters and in their respective
countries.

OPIC Will Not Support
Railroad Bypass

WASHINGTON, DC -- Con-
gressman Brad Sherman (D-CA) has
secured an assurance from the Over-
sees Private Investment Corporation
(OPIC) that the agency would not
support a proposed railroad linking
Turkey, Georgiaand Azerbaijanwhile
bypassing Armenia. OPIC helps U.S.
businesses invest oversees.

“It is important that OPIC not
repeat themistakeof theBaku-Tiblisi-
Cheyan pipeline,” Sherman said in a
press statement. “Taxpayer funds
should not gofor projectsthat deliber-
ately seek to isolate a friend of the
United States, and | appreciate the
commitment not to get involvedinthe
railroad project.”

Theproposedrailway, estimated
to cost upwards of $800 million, is
intended to exclude Armenia from
regional projects and commercial op-
portunities.

Last June, the House Financia
Services Committee adopted a provi-
sionprohibitingtheExport-1mport Bank
from supporting the rail link project.

ACA AsksPresident Bush to Recognizethe
Armenian Genocide

President Bush on Darfur: “MyAdministration HasCalled These
Actionsby Their Rightful Name: Genocide"

LOS ANGELES -- In a statement
issuedtotheWhiteHouse, the Armenian
Council of America expressed its satis-
faction towards the President’ s actions
regardingtheDarfur Genocide, but asked
the President to have the same moral
concerns towards the reaffirmation of
the Armenian Genocide.

Whilethe A CA statement praised
President Bush for doing the right
thing Tuesday by increasing sanctions
against the military government in the
Sudan, which has to take responsibil-
ity for the Genocide of hundreds of
thousands of innocent civilians in
Darfur, and displacing millions more,
the ACA continuedto ask the President
and his Administration to stop advo-
cating against the reaffirmation of the
Armenian Genocide Resolution on the
Capital Hill.

“Itisthemoral responsibility of the
leader of the free world to hinder acts of
Genocides throughout the world. We
commend the President’s actions to-
wards the Darfur Genocide and ask him
to havethemoral strength to act withthe
samemanor towardsthe Armenian Geno-
cide,” read the ACA statement.

House Resolution 106 and Senate
Resolution 106 call uponthePresident to
ensure that the foreign policy of the
United Statesreflectsappropriateunder-
standing and sensitivity concerning is-
sues related to human rights, ethnic
cleansing, and genocide documented in
the United States record relating to the
Armenian Genocide.

Currently the support for H.R. 106
and S.R. 106 has reached 195 members
of within the U.S. House, and 30 mem-
bers within the U.S. Senate.

Armeniaand RussiaExaminethePr ospectsfor
BuildingNew Nuclear Power Plant

YEREVAN -- Head of the Russian Unified Energy Systems (RAO UEYS)
Anatoly Chubaissaidin Y erevan on Tuesday that the planned reorgani zation of the
Russian company will not affect the operation of companies which it owns in

Armenia

Chubais was in Armeniato chair aregular meeting of chiefs of power grids
from former Soviet republics. Speaking to local journalists, he said the Russian
company observers its investment commitments with regard to all its Armenia-

based companies.

Armenian deputy energy minister Areg Galstian said ajoint Russian-Armenian
commission was set up to make a study what technol ogies and resources could be
utilized to build a new nuclear power plant in Armenia. ”In terms of along-run
strategy and form the macroeconomic perspective the best option for us is to
replace the operating nuclear power plant with a new one,” he said.

Armeniahaspledged to closeits Soviet-erabuilt nuclear power plant in 2016.
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Aleksandr Arzumanian CondemnsHis
Political Per secution

Y EREVAN -- Former ForeignMin-
ister Aleksandr Arzumanian, a promi-
nent opposition politician charged with
money laundering, remained adamant in
denying any wrongdoing and alleging
political motives behind his controver-
sia arrest as he spoke to RFE/RL in a
maximum-security prisoninY erevanon
Tuesday.

“1 repeat that | never did anything
illicit,” hesaid.“ Thisispolitical persecu-
tion.”

Arzumanian has been kept in the
basement jail of Armenia sNational Se-
curity Service for the past three weeks
on charges of illegally receiving alarge
amount of money from Levon Markos,
a fugitive Russian businessman of Ar-
menian descent. His arrest came two
days after NSS officers of searched his
Yerevan apartment and confiscated
$55,4000 kept there.

They also confiscated a compa-
rable amount of cash from the Y erevan
apartment of Vahan Shirkhanian, an-
other prominent oppositionist. But un-
like Arzumanian, Shirkhanian was not
accused of attempting to “legalize rev-
enues obtained by criminal means.”

The two men used to held senior
positions in government and now co-
ahead the Civil Resistance Movement,
campaigning for regime change in the
country. They both deny being financed
by Markos.

Arzumanian, who had served as
Armenia s foreign minister from 1996-
1998, claimed that he was arrested be-

Former ForeignM inister
Aleksandr Arzumanian

cause Robert Kocharian and Serzh
Sarkisian wereworried about street pro-
tests staged by other opposition groups.
“The authorities were in total panic be-
forethe electionsasthewave of protests
was gai ning momentum and demonstra-
tions were growing bigger,” he said.
“During the nearly one month that
| have been here | have not faced any
guestions or [investigative] actions. |
was simply isolated. They themselves
have probably understood that they have
no facts,” added the former minister.
Arzumanian's lawyer, Hovik
Arsenian, similarly claimedthat aseven-
member team of NSSinvestigatorstasked
with the caseisessentially idle. He said
they havefailed, inparticul ar, toinvesti-
gate media reports quoting another eth-
nic Armenian citizen of Russiaas admit-
ting that he is the one who sent the
confiscated cash to Arzumanian. The
man, identified asAleksandr Aghazarian,
wasreported to haverevealed hisaddress
and offered the NSS to question him.

Four Opposition GroupsProtest Election
ResultsinHigh Court

YEREVAN -- Threepolitical par-
ties and one block in Armenia have
contested the results of the recent
parliamentary electionsin the Consti-
tutional Court, calling them falsified
and undemocratic, acourt official said
Tuesday.

“The lawsuits have been filed by
the New Times, the Republic, the
Orinats Yerkir parties and the Im-
peachment bloc,” said Ovannes

Papikyan, a spokesman for the court.

The spokesman said the Consti-
tutional Court would holditsfirst hear-
ings on the matter June 1.

The opposition questioned the
results, citing “ numerous violations of
electoral procedures’ during the May
12 elections. Three opposition mem-
bersintheCentral Election Committee
refused to sign a protocol affirming
the legitimacy of the election.

Russian Political AnalystsSaysKremlin M ust
Diversify ItsSouth Caucasian Policy

YEREVAN --A Russian politica
analyst Sergey Markedonov blamed to-
day the Kremlin for failing to conduct a
diversifiedpolicy inregardtothree South
Caucasian nations. Speaking to a con-
ferenceinY erevantitled’ The Caucasus-
2006" Sergey Markedonov said Russia
should display more realisminitsrela-
tionships with these nations.

To substantiate he cited the ex-
amplesof Georgiaand Armenia. “ Russia
can not act as successfully in Georgiaas
it doesin Armenia, but it can not ignore
itsrelationships with Georgiaat all,” he
said.

According to Markedonov, the
Kremlin hasto give up the methods that
were used under the Soviets because

‘national elitesinthe South Caucasusdo
not perceivethese methodsany longer.”

In a reference to Russian-Arme-
nian relations he said they suffered a
setback last year after Russia moved to
raise the price of natural gas it shipsto
Armenia, which prompted Armenian
mediato go asfar asto dub Russiaas‘a
traitor.”

AccordingtoMarkedonov, another
reason that accounts for cooled Rus-
sian-Armenian relations are manifesta-
tions of xenophobia in Russia that hit
also Armeniansliving there.

"Unlikein Armeniawhereamurder
of an ethnic Armenianin Russiabecomes
an issue of a national scale, in Russia it
goes actually unnoticed,” he said.

EXxpress your opinion
send your letters to Massis Weekly
massis2@earthlink.net

ArsonAttack On OppositionActivist

YEREVAN -- A defeated opposi-
tion candidate who alleged serious vote
irregularitiesin a constituency in north-
ern Armenia on Monday survived an
apparent arson attack on her homewhich
sheblamed onher pro-governmentrival.

Unknownindividualssetfiretothe
entrance door of Larisa Paremuzian's
apartmentinAlaverdi, anindustrial town
in the Lori region, in the early hours of
the morning. The fire practically de-
stroyed the door before being put out by
Paremuzian and her neighbors. They
prevented a much more severe conse-
guences by making sure it does not
reach theapartment building’ sgaspipes.

“If 1 dept well ,| would not stay
aliveand thewholebuilding would burn
down,” Paremuzian told RFE/RL.

Her neighborswerevisibly shocked
by theincident. “ Luckily, my kidsstayed
alive,” said one woman.

Paremuzian heads the Alaverdi
branch of the opposition People’s Party
of Armenia(HZhK) andisan outspoken
critic of themunicipal and regional gov-
ernments. She ran for parliament in the
local single-mandate constituency inthe
May 12 elections. Official vote results

theregavevictory to Karen Saribekian of
the governing Republican Party (HHK).

Paremuzian refused to concede
defeat, accusing Saribekian of large-
scalevoterigging. Shedetailed her alle-
gationsinaMay 18articleintheY erevan
daily “Aravot.” The article prompted
Alaverdi prosecutors to summon her
and the chairman of the local election
commission, Vram Vanian, for ques
tioning on Friday. The opposition activ-
ist claimed that the latter looked “terri-
fied” when one of the prosecutors sug-
gested that the commission recount bal-
lots.

“1 believe this attack was the con-
tinuation of that questioning,”
Paremuzian said. “1 suspect that it was
the work of Vram Vanian and my rival
Karen Saribekian.”

Artur Sakunts, head of theregional
branch of the Armenian Helsinki Citi-
zens' Assembly, also alleged political
motivesbehind the“terrorist act.” “ This
isthe result of Larisa Paremuzian’s po-
litical and publicactivities,” hetold RFE/
RL. “Law-enforcement authorities will
bear responsibility for the attack if they
fail to punish its perpetrators.”

Mediator sReport MoreProgressinKarabakh Talks

YEREVAN -- Ending
atwo-day visit to Yerevan
on Thursday, international
mediators reported further
progress towards the reso-
lution of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict and ex-
pressed hope that Armenia
and Azerbaijan will agree
on its main principles be-
fore the end of this year.

The French and Rus-
sian diplomats co-chairing
the OSCE Minsk Group met
with Robert Kocharian and
Foreign Minister Oskanian
Wednesday on the first leg of their
fresh tour of the conflict zone. They
told reporters before proceeding to
Baku the next morning that Kocharian
agreed to hold what might prove to be
decisivetalkswith Azerbaijan’ sPresi-
dent Ilham Aliev early next month.
They were hopeful that Aliev will also
consent to the talksthat are due to take
place on the sidelines of the June 10
summit of former Soviet republicsin
Saint-Petersburg, Russia.

“We think that some progress
was made and hope to be build upon it
during our negotiations in Baku,” the
Minsk Group’ sRussian co-chair, Y uri
Merzlyakov, said of hisand hisFrench
counterpart Bernard Fassier's meet-
ingsinYerevan.

“Assuming that the [Saint-Pe-
tersburg] meeting is a success, we
don’t excludethat therewill needto be
another meeting [of the two presi-
dents] for finally agreeing the basic
principles of a settlement,” he said.

Merzlyakov stressed that agree-
ment on those principles would fall
short of a comprehensive peace ac-
cord. “We are working on the basic
principles of a settlement which are
not quite an agreement,” he said. “If
they are approved by both parties, that
will only allow usto start working out
the text [of a peace accord,] which
will take a lot of time. But there will
have been created a base from which

Bernard Fassier and Yuri Merzlyakov

the parties will not retreat, as was the
case in the past.”

“What we can hope to achieve
before the end of the year is a break-
through towards a settlement, but not
a full peace accord,” agreed Fassier.

The French diplomat warned that
failureto do so would nullify substan-
tial progress made by the conflicting
parties in the last few years. “If we
don’'t have the principles agreed on
before the end of the year, it is clear
that after the upcoming pause result-
ing fromthe presidential electionsdue
in Armeniaand then in Azerbaijan ne-
gotiations will have to resume from
scratch,” he said.

The two mediators said they and
the Minsk Group’'s U.S. co-chair, Mat-
thew Bryza, will again visit Baku and
Y erevan shortly beforethe Saint-Peters-
burg summit. Bryzadid not jointhemon
their latest trip for unknown reasons.

The principles put forward by the
troikacall for agradual settlement of the
Karabakh conflict that would end in a
referendum of self-determination in the
Armenian-populated disputed territory.

InMerzlyakov’ swords, the“circle
of unresolved issues is narrowing” and
there are now * objective conditions” for
eliminatingtheremaining sticking points.
“If the Saint-Petersburg meeting is suc-
cessful, then the number of principlesthat
have not yet been fully agreed on will be
practically brought downtozero,” hesaid.
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Anoushavan Danielyan’'s office
is resplendent with the signs of his
high post. A red, blue, and orange flag
adornsacorner. A large seal depictsa
regal bird, above whose head floats a
crown. Plastic flowers sit in a vase.

Outside, in a grim corridor that
has seen better days, a sign indicates
thisisthe office of the prime minister
of the Nagorno-Karabakh republic.

Never heard of it? Don’'t worry.
That's because it doesn't officially
exist.

It's after 9 p.m., but the prime
minister isstill receivingvisitors. Most
of the staff have gone home, and his
are the only windows in the blocky,
Soviet-era structure that still twinkle
with light.

It'salong journey from the out-
side world to this putative nation.
There’'s only one way to Nagorno-
Karabakh: along, winding road from
Armenia, six hoursfromthat country’s
capital, Yerevan. High-ranking gov-
ernment officials sometimes travel by
military helicopter, but for ordinary
people there’ s just the road, built with
money from the Armenian diaspora
after the 1988 to 1994 war between
ethnic Armeniansand A zerbaijan.

The war won the ethnic Arme-
nian Karabakh de facto independence
and purged the region — which lies
wholly withinthebordersof Azerbaijan
—of itsAzeri overlords. Butitalsolaid
waste to the land and infrastructure.
Morethanamillionrefugees—800,000
Azerbaijanisand 300,000 Armenians—
still liveinexile.

As the head of government, Mr.
Danielyan is rebuilding the region,
whichisabout the size of Utah’s Great
Salt Lakewith apopulation of 100,000.
Though the guns have largely fallen
silent, the war isn't really over.
Azerbaijan still claims Nagorno-
Karabakh, and, for now, the interna-
tional community agrees. So the le-
gions of aid workers and international
investment that normally flood post-
war zones have largely stayed away.
That has left the prime minister — a
serious, professorial manwith aglossy
bald head and bushy moustache—with
all theresponsibility of running acoun-
try and few of the perks.

He's comfortable with the ar-
caneworld of budgetary mandates and
foreign direct investment: His shelves
are piled with manuals from interna-
tional organizationsand statistical com-
pilations. He pull sout aseriesof heavy
books, covered in Armenian script and
containing government statistics on
Karabakh (example: Theregion grows
wheat, grapes, potatoes, and garbanzo
beans, yet must import 55 to 60 per-
cent of its food). “We observe all
international standards,” he says pat-
ting the books with pride.

But Karabakhi officials are the
only people who ever see them. The
UN, World Bank, and other interna-
tional organizationsthat usually collect
such statistics and distribute them to
the world won't use them, no matter
how good, because — Nagorno-
Karabakh doesn't officially exist.

A Soviet-trained economist,
Danielyaniswell versedin Communist
centralized planning. But it’s to
Reaganesque, trickle-down econom-
icsthat he' sturned for salvation. Low
taxes and private investment are now
his mantra: “Within one year we de-

TheWannabe Nation of Nagor no-K arabakh
WithaFlag, Parliament,and PrimeMinister, This
‘Country’ isAll Dressed Up But HasNowhereto Go

By Nicoleltano |
(Correspondent of TheChristian ScienceM onitor)

creased the income tax from 30 per-
cent to 5 percent. The tax on business
revenue has fallen from 28 to 5 per-
cent. Property tax is now only 6 per-
cent,” he says, with growing enthusi-
asm, as the list grows longer. “For
imports, there were six different types
of taxes. Now thereisone standard tax
of not morethan 2.5 percent!” A veri-
table business paradise, except for
glitches such as sporadic lack of run-
ning water and the hostile Azeri mili-
tary massed on the border.

The next morning, it’stimefor a
tour of the capital, Stepanakert, to see
the fruits of the government’s low
taxation plan. Thefirst stop, though, is
of a historic nature: a red sandstone
monument depicting the faces of an
old woman and old man, called Tatik
Paptik (grandmother and grandfather,
inArmenian). Thissymbol of Karabakh,
explains ayoung adviser to the presi-
dent, looks toward the motherland,
Armenia

Nagorno-Karabakh'’ srelationship
to Armeniais, to say theleast, compli-
cated. Officially, even Armeniadoesn’t
recognize Karabakh’'s independence.
Inpractice, it veersbetween treating it
asasovereign nation and a constituent
part of itself.

But the relationship between the
leaders of Armenia and Karabakh is
cozy: Armenian President Robert
Kocharian was formerly the president
of Nagorno-Karabakh. Armenian prime
minister and long-time defense minis-
ter, Serzh Sarkisian, is Karabakh-born
and headed the enclave’s military ef-
fort during the war with Azerbaijan.
AndKarabaki officialscarry Armenian
passports because any issued by their
own government would be of little use
crossing any international border.

Officially, Mr. Sargsyan says,
no Armeniantroopsservein Karabakh
or the occupied territories of
Azerbaijan, also taken during the war.
But on the streets of Yerevan, stop a
young Armenian man on the street and
the odds are that he's recently done
military servicein Nagorno-Karabakh.
Indeed, Nagorno-Karabakh boasts a
standing army of 25,000 —astounding,
if true, because that’ s nearly a quarter
of its population.

In Stepanakert signs of war have
been largely erased. Streets and side-
walks are smooth and undamaged.
Laundry flutters from the windows of
nearly every building. Inthegray morn-
ing light, it isn’'t exactly cheery, but it
looks no worse than any other post-
Communist metropolis.

“Almost every building hadtraces
of war,” insists presidential adviser,
Edik Atanesian. “ Back then, almost no
buildings had glass in their windows.
All the windows were just covered in
plastic.”

Even just a few years ago,
Stepanakert suffered from massive
water and electricity shortages. But in
the capital, at least, those problems
have been largely solved. The only
ruins visible now are those of a silk-
production factory, bombed during

the war, which Mr. Atanesian says is
being rebuilt as a cultural center.

It's in the government district
though, near the president’s office,
that atrue building boomisunder way.
One new private bank already does a
bustling business; a Swiss-Armenian
banking ventureisrising nearby. Two
new hotels are also sprouting, one
being built by Russian Armenians, the
other by ethnically Armenianinvestors
from Switzerland and the US. Who
will fill the hotelsisapoint of extreme
optimism here because there’'s no air-
port (international flightscan’tlandin
the unrecognized state). Last year was
Karabakh’s most successful as a bud-
ding tourist destination: a grand total
of 4,000 visitors came, an average of
11 a day.

The most impressive new struc-
ture is the new parliament. The dome
looks like a bird cage under construc-
tion (it sactually complete) and work-
ers are installing the seats where
Karabakh's33legislatorswill soonsit.

Karabakh’s officials are all des-

perate to point out how they’ve built
the trappings of a legitimate demo-
cratic state, even in the absence of
international recognition. There's the
parliament. The flag. A national an-
them. Government ministries. On July
19, therewill bepresidential elections.

But still, thereisno peace and no
international recognition, andtheyoung
seelittle future. In adim coffee house
with a hefty, Russian-speaking wait-
ress, 16-year-old Levon Grigoryian
and hisfriends found themsel ves short
of cash — a chronic situation, he says.

“The problem is they all want to
stay here,” he says of his friends, as
they debate with the cafe owner. “But
there are no possibilities, no jobs.”

Back in Yerevan, Karabakh’s
president, Arkady Ghoukassian, isvis-
iting as a guest of the Armenian gov-
ernment, staying in an ornate former
KGB guesthouse. He says Karabakh
wants peace and recognition, but not
at any price.

“Of course we want to end this
no war/no peace situation. The sooner
we get a legal end to the war the
better,” he says. “But we understand
[that] for the time being, thisisalong
road. We will not compromise on our
principles, even if it lasts for one or
200 years.

“We paid too big a pricefor this
independence.”

ACA Sends A Protest Letter to OSCE

Continued frompagel

government parties, etc.

It has now become more evident
that the reported violations were on a
much larger scale and more frequent,
casting serious doubts on the whole
process. Your post-election interim
report even stated that “1n 35 percent
of the 108 polling stationswhere count-
ing was observed, the PEC (precinct
election commission) members had
difficulties completing theresults pro-
tocols,” and added that those proto-
cols were “filled out incompletely or
incorrectly.”

Thefavorabletoneinyour prelimi-
nary assessment is at the very least
troubling and bewilderingtonot only the
population of Armenia, but also the
Diaspora Armenians, whaose only wish
is to see a prosperous and democratic
Armeniawhere the rule of law prevails
and its citizen's basic rights are re-
spected. In that regard, your report was
an outright blow to the dignity and the
aspirations of the Armenian peoplewho
onceagainweredeprived of their rightto
elect their representatives in a free and
transparent manner. By lowering the
bar, you have given the government of
Armeniathe green light to continue fal-
sifying election results with impunity

and ignore the will of its own people.

Your initial report did not even
consider the fact that in the newly
elected Parliament the opposition will
hold lessthan 20 seats out of 131. This
by itself should have been sufficient to
rai se doubts about the outcome of the
elections. All records show that in no
country, where mgjority of the popu-
lation lives below poverty level, the
ruling parties can get such an over-
whelming mandate.

We believe that the citizens of
Armeniaare entitled to fair and trans-
parent el ectionsthat would produce an
electoral body that truly representsthe
people’ swill. Wealso believethat your
organization plays a vital role in pro-
moting democratic principles and val-
ues in countries such as Armenia .
Consequently, any assessment made
by your organization is immensely
important not only for those who are
truly striving for democracy, but also
for thosewho sincethefamously rigged
2003 parliamentary el ectionswerebusy
developing new and sophisticated
mechanisms of election fraud. It isour
sincere hopethat your final report will
not be politically driven but rather be
much more comprehensive and reflec-
tive of the facts.
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FacingHistory and Our selves&
TheGlendalePublicLibraryPresent An Evening
With Dr. Taner Akcam ToDiscussHisAcclaimed

Book A Shameful Act: TheArmenian Genocideand
theQuestion of Turkish Responsibility

Saturday, June 30th, 7:00 pm at the
Pacific Park Branch Library
501 South Pacific Ave. Glendale, CA
91204

PASADENA -- Facing History
and Ourselvesand the Glendale Public
Library are pleased to bring Taner
Akcgam to discuss his acclaimed schol -
arly book, A Shameful Act: The Arme-
nian Genocide and the Question of
Turkish Responsibility.

In 1915, under the cover of a
world war, some one million Arme-
nians were killed through starvation,
forced marches, forced exile, and mass
actsof slaughter. Although Armenians
and world opinion have held the Otto-
man powers responsible, Turkey has
consistently rejected any claim of in-
tentional genocide.

Now, in a work of excavation,
Turkish historian Taner Ak¢cam has
made extensive use of Ottoman and
other sources to produce a scrupu-
lous charge sheet against the Turkish
authorities. The first scholar of any
nationality to have mined the signifi-
cant evidence—in Turkish military
and court records, parliamentary min-
utes, letters, and eyewitness ac-
counts—Akcam follows the chain of
events leading up to the killing and
then reconstructs its systematic or-
chestration by coordinated depart-
ments of the Ottoman state, theruling
political parties, and the military. He
also probes the crucial question of
how Turkey succeeded in evading
responsibility, pointing to competing
international interests in the region,
the priorities of Turkish nationalists,
and theinternational community’sin-
adequate attempts to bring the perpe-
trators to justice.

Born in Ardahan Province, Tur-
key, in 1953, Taner Akcam is the
author of ten scholarly works of his-
tory and sociology, as well as numer-
ous articles in Turkish, German, and
English. He currently teaches at the

Dr.Taner Akcam

University of Minnesota.

Thisis Dr. Akcam’s only public
appearanceintheLosAngelesarea. At
10:30 am on June 30", he will aso
speak to teachers at Facing History
and Ourselves' national weeklong semi-
nar on the teaching of the Armenian
Genocide based on our resource book
CrimesAgainst Humanity and Civiliza-
tion: The Genocide of the Armenians.

About FacingHistoryand Our selves

Facing History and Ourselves an
international educational and profes-
sional devel opment organizationwhose
mission is to engage students of di-
verse backgrounds in an examination
of racism, prejudice, and antisemitism
inorder to promotethe devel opment of
a more humane and informed citi-
zenry. By studying the historical de-
velopment and lessons of the Holo-
caust and other examples of collective
violence and genocide, students make
the essential connection between his-
tory and the moral choices they con-
frontintheir ownlives. Facing History
reaches 1.6 million students world-
wide each year.
www.facinghistory.org

RSVP are highly recommended
by calling 626.744.1177 ext 23 or
online at www.facinghistory.org/
losangeles

You can change your
behavior and we will
help you to do that
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Dr. Ernest Bar samian Recelves
2007 Ellisl dand M edal of Honor Award

by Paul Peterson

Dr. Ernest Barsamian of West
Roxbury, Massachusetts received the
prestigious 2007 EllisIsland Medal of
Honor. The award was presented to
Dr. Barsamian and 95 ethnically di-
verserecipientsby the National Ethnic
Codlition of Organizations (NECO) at
their Medal of Honor ceremony on
Ellis Island on May 12, 2007. A gala
black tiedinnerintheGreat Hall of Ellis
Island honoring the medalistsfollowed
the presentations.

Dr. Barsamian was born in
Aleppo, Syria on May 12, 1926 and
served his residency at the American
University Hospital inBeirut, L ebanon,
where he established a burn unit and
published the first paper in the Leba-
nese Medical Journal on the treatment
of burns. Dr. Barsamian wasthe presi-
dent of the hospital’s Resident Staff
Organization.

After immigrating to the United
Statesin 1956, Dr. Barsamian entered
the Harvard Surgical Residency Pro-
gram at Boston City Hospital. Soon
after, he began doing research at the
Harvard Sears Surgical Laboratories
and became a diplomate of the Ameri-
can Board of Surgery in 1957 and the
American Board of Cardiothoracic
Surgery in 1958, when he joined the
Harvard faculty’ s Department of Sur-
gery.

Dr. Barsamian joined the MIT
faculty in the Division of Cryogenic
Engineering and the Division of Spon-
sored Research under Professor
Samuel Collins, who was the first
persontoliquefy heliumcommercially.
There Dr. Barsamian built one of the
first heart-lung machines to run with-
out an electric motor. He used oxygen
tooxygenatethebloodtoalsodrivethe
mechanical engine. He also did some
of the pioneer work in heart and bone
marrow preservation and transplanta-
tion. Usingtheprinciplein physicsthat
every liquid has a vapor pressure that
varies with temperature, he was able
to preserve organs placed under an
inverted jar at a constant temperature
of four degrees Celsius.

In 1960, Dr. Barsamian became
Associate Chief of Surgery when
Boston’s Faulkner Hospital became
affiliated with Harvard University.
There he established an emergency
room service, and within six months
he was the busiest surgeon on staff
and the first to perform an esophago-
gastrectomy. That same year he joined
thefaculty of the Department of Preven-
tiveMedicineat Harvard, wherehetaught
bi ostatistics and presented a paper at the
annual meeting of the New England
Surgical Society on the use of comput-
ersin surgical diagnosis and evaluation
of the quality of surgical care.

Dr. Barsamian became Chief of
Cardiothoracic Surgery at the West
Roxbury V.A. Medical Center in Bos-
ton in 1963 despite the fact that the
new position offered a mere fraction
of income compared to his lucrative
clinical practiceat Faulkner. Barsamian
said, “1 felt obligated to our nation’s
veterans without whom most of the
world might have been servile under
the Nazi boot.” He initiated the first

Dr.Ernest Barsamian

V.A. open-heart surgery program and
developed a new safe technique to
preserve the heart during cardiac op-
erations through continuous monitor-
ing of pressure and blood flow from
the heart-lung machine into the coro-
nary arteries. In 1971, Dr. Barsamian
became chief of all surgical services
and divisionsin the hospital.

While continuing hiswork in sur-
gery in 1978, Dr. Barsamian became
Associate Dean at Harvard Medical
School and the Chief of Staff of the
hospital overseeingall theclinical, aca-
demic, and research programs. He
merged the Brockton V.A. and the
West Roxbury V.A. into one tertiary
care hospital, one of the first such
mergersinthe Department of Veterans
Affairs.

He also persuaded the Depart-
ment of VeteransAffairstobuild a$66
million wing on the West Roxbury
campus dedicated to outpatient care
and research, thefirst of itskind in the
V.A. The spina cord injury service
there became a model for the entire
country. While Chief of Staff at the
V.A., Dr. Barsamian was promoted to
Professor of Surgery at Harvard and
also Faculty Dean at Harvard Medical
School.

He has also been active in civic
organizations. He served as president
of the West Roxbury Rotary Club, was
ontheboard of the Center of the Blind,
served the Armenian Church asastew-
ard and in the Holy Trinity Men's
Union, and isamember of the Alumni
Association of the American Univer-
sity of Beirut (President of the New
England Chapter), and also as presi-
dent of the Surgical Alumni of North
America, and as Distinguished Alum-
nus of the University.

Though having lost his wife to
pancreatic cancer five years ago, Dr.
Barsamian is the proud father of two
sons, two daughters, and 10 grand-
children.

The EllisIsland Medal of Honor
is awarded to distinguished American
citizens who exemplify the ideal of
living alife dedicated to the American
way while preserving the treasured
values of their heritage, contribute
extraordinary service enabling the
growth and preservation of the diver-
sity of American life, and also achieve
alevel of distinguished service to hu-
manity. NECO’sEllislIsland Medal of
Honor is the only award of its kind
sanctioned by both the United States
Senate and the House of Representa-
tives. Recipients’ names are listed in
the Congressional Record.
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New Offices For Lease
IN PASADENA

On Allen Ave. - South of Washington Blvd,

Available spaces are between

ALL UTILITIES ARE INCLUDED

For More Details
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(626) 255-2537
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MIDDLE EAST
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O e | R
MEDITERRANEAN
LEBANESE FOOD

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASION

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
BANQUET HALL

EVERY

FRIDAY ~ & ~ SATURDAY
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INTERNATIONAL ~ ARABIC

910~E.MAIN ST ALHAMBRA,CA.
TEL 626-281-1006 626-587-1048
FAX 626-281-3641

ap SMEM . CALL FOR RESERVATION

COME IN AND
ENJOY

OUR PATIO
AND THE

FINEST
SHISA
“HOOKAH”
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HYE INSURANCE SERVICES

1807 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Suite 202

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN
License #0828270

Glendale, CA 91201

Tel.: 818/502-3233
Fax: 818/502-3244
Pgr.: 818/608-9898
info@excelhye.com
www.excelhye.com

AUTO e HOME o LIFE ¢ HEALTH ¢ DISABILITY « COMMERCIAL
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gﬁ Merrill Lynch

INVESTMENT BANKING
JACK KALANJIAN

Professional Financial Advisor

Corporate Center Pasadena
225 So. Lake Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91101
(626) 396-2825 Direct
(626) 376-4665 Fax

jack_kalanjian@ml.com

“Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth”
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DINNER DANCE

AND AWARDS CEREMONY

Organized By

AGBU PASADENA GLENDALE CHAPTER
SPORTS COMMITTEE

FOR YOUR CHILD’S HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2007 - 8:00 PM
: - AGBU ALEX MANOOGIAN CENTER
RegIStratlon 2495 E. Mountain Street
o Pasadena, CA 91104
in Progress .
Entertainment
2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8 SOGHOMONIAN BAND

Featuring
Academic Year TAVIT SAMUELIAN
Awards presented to
G rad e s 9 - I 2 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place Winners
Experienced & Caring Faculty Funds Raised Will Benefit

Pasadena Glendale Chapter's

College Preparatory Programs Athletic Programs

AGBU HIGH SGHOOL - PASADENA

2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA, CA 91104 Donation: $50
(CORNER OF ALTADENA DRIVE AND MOUNTAIN STREET) Athletes and Children under 12: Free

For more information, campus tour ,
and a meeting with the Principal, For tickets please call
please call 626-794-0363. the AGBU offices at (626) 794-7942

AGBU SOCIETY DINNER - OCTOBER 13, 2007

HUNTINGTON RITZ CARLTON HOTEL - PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS

AGBU GLENDALE / PASADENA CHAPTER
YOGA YOGA YOGA YOGA YOGA YOGA

COME JOIN US IN A FUN CLASS GUARANTEED TO CHALLENGE YOUR MIND AND BODY!

Mariette is a certified hatha flow yoga instructor and a registered nurse who
teaches yoga in the community and to healthcare professionals.

Yoga is a holistic practice which ufilizes your body’s own energy
powerhouse fo optimize wellness in the body and mind.
Yoga is neither a religion nor simply a “workout”.
LIMITED SPACES
For Information of reservations please call A.G.B.U. office (626) 794-7942

AGBU SPONSORS

™

2 \
WF@MW/@ (F5M0  crowNE pLAZA

L 0SS AANGETLTES HOTELS & RESORTS

6131 E.Telegraph Rd.+ Commerce, CA 90040 - 323.721.2100 - 714.879.2100 * commercecasino.com




