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PassingA Political Verdict

Constitutional Court TurnsDown Opposition Forces
ElectionAppeals

YEREVAN -- Armenia’ s opposi-
tiononMonday brandedas’ political’ the
previous day’s verdict passed by the
Constitutional Court turning down elec-
tion appeals from four political forces.

Aram Sarkisian, the leader of the
opposition Hanrapetutyun party that had
demanded the invalidation of party-list
election results along with allies — the
New Times party and the Impeachment
aliance, said they hadn't expected any
other verdict after Robert Kocharian put
thelegitimacy of theel ectionsbeyondall
doubtsat theNational Assembly’ sopen-
ing session last Thursday.

“l am fully convinced that the
evidencethat wepresentedin parliament
was enough to invalidate ten such elec-
tions,” Sarkisian said in an RFE/RL in-
terview.

Heghine Bisharian, asenior repre-
sentative of the Orinats Yerkir party,
called the Constitutional Court’ sverdict
a‘political decision’.

“We have aready stated that the
Constitutional Court has administered
political rather than constitutional jus-
tice,” shecharged. “ This spineless court
this time again has beaten everyone's
expectations by turning the proceedings
intoafarce... It meanswedon’'t havean
independent Constitutional Court.”

Ex-parliament speaker Artur
Baghdasarian’ s party, which isthe only

of the four claimantsthat won represen-
tationin parliament in the May 12 elec-
tions, had sought a recount of ballotsin
10 percent of some 2,000 polling sta-
tions across Armenia.

Ittook Constitutional Court Chair-
man Gagik Harutiunian some80 minutes
to read out a 47-page verdict that the
Court arrived at as aresult of aten-day
proceeding.

The Court found that a number of
provisions and articles of the Electoral
Code could beinterpreted in more ways
than one. It also established that there
were violations in separate polling sta-
tions, however, it said the violations
could not impact the vote outcome.

The Court’s verdict was read out
in the absence of representatives of the
opposition who had boycotted the ses-
sions since late last week in protest of
whatthey allegedtobea“ political farce”.

The opposition push to invalidate
theCentra Election Commission’ s(CEC)
decision on the election result was also
supported by fellow oppositionists out-
side the courtroom.

“The Constitutional Court has not
changeditsface,” said Felix K hachatrian,
who represented the opposition
Artarutyun alliance at the CEC. “It re-
peated its style of work that we also
witnessed during the presidential and
parliamentary electionsin 2003.”

M éelissaBrown: Alexander Arzumanian I sArrested
AsA Political Prisoner

YEREVAN--TheAmericanwife
of arrested oppositionist Alexander
Arzumanian sayssheisstill waiting for
ameeting withtheprimeminister prom-
ised to her a week ago.

MelissaBrown told reporterson
Wednesday that she had not yet re-
ceived any response from Serzh
Sarkisian despite his staff member’s
promise on his behalf.

Last week, members of a civil
group set up in defense of the ex-
foreign minister, who was arrested on
money laundering charges last month,
held a demonstration of protest near
the government building demanding
his immediate release. A government
representative who came out to meet
the protestors said then that in the
coming days the prime minister could
receive only Arzumanian’s wife.

TheU.S. citizen, who claimsthat
her husbandisapolitical prisoner, said
that she and three other activists had
prepared formal letters to be sent out
to all foreign diplomats and interna-
tional organizationsin Armenia.

“In the letter we request a meet-
ing during which we will have a small
conversation about thisincident to try
to get them to recognize Alex
[Arzumanian] as a political prisoner
and assist us as far as they can,”

=~ b
MelissaBrown duringher press
conference
Brown said, presenting the contents of
the letter.

Arzumanian, who served as for-
eign minister under Armenia’ s former
administration, hasbeen kept at thejail
of Armenias National Security Ser-
vicesinceMay 7 onchargesofillegally
receiving a large amount of money
from a fugitive Russian businessman
of Armenian descent. His arrest came
two days after law-enforcers searched
hisY erevan apartment and confiscated
$55,4000 kept there.

Latelast month Armenia s Court
of Appeals refused to release
Arzumanian fromjail pendinginvesti-
gation, thus upholding alower court’s
decision to allow the national security
service to keep the outspoken opposi-

Continued on page4

USHouseAppropriationsCommittee PassesBill
ProvidingAssistanceFor ArmeniaAnd
NagornoK arabakh

WASHINGTON, DC -- The US
House Appropriations Committee, on
Thursday, passed the Fiscal Y ear 2008
State and Foreign Operations Appro-
priationsbill, whichincluded anumber
of provisions to assist and support
Armeniaand Nagorno Karabakh. Asa
member of the Appropriations Sub-
committee on State and Foreign Op-
erations, Rep. Schiff requested strong
funding for Armenia and Nagorno
Karabakh and pivotal language affect-
ing the region, much of which was
incorporated into themeasure. Thebill
funds the U.S. international affairs
budgets, including the U.S. Depart-
ment of State, foreign military support
programs through the Department of
Defense, and most foreignaid. Thehill
will now be sent to the floor for avote
before the full House.

“Armeniaand Nagorno Karabakh
are good friends and allies of the U.S.
and this bill represents the strength of

our close relationship,” Schiff said. “I
am pleased that they will get thisneeded
assistance, which will greatly benefit
the people of Armenia and Nagorno
Karabakh.”

"Thisbill providesimportant fund-
ing for Armenia and Karabakh and
maintains parity in military assistance
toArmeniaand Azerbaijan,” said Reps.
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) and Joe
Knollenberg (R-M1), co-chairs of the
Armenian Caucus. “Weareal so pleased
that economic aid to Armeniaexceeds
the Administration’s request and will
continue working with our colleagues
to ensure that it meets last year's
funding level of nearly $75 million.”

The Fiscal Y ear 2008 State, For-
eign Operations and Related Programs
Appropriationsbill:

-Provides$68millioninaidtothe
Republic of Armenia;

Continued on page4

No ProgressReported After Aliev-Kocharian Talks

YEREVAN/BAKU -- Azeri and
Armenian leaders failed to reach agree-
ment on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
at talksin Russia, local television chan-
nels reported.

[Tham Aliev and Robert K ocharian
met on Saturday during aClSsummitin
St Petersburg where they broached the
issue of the region’s status.

“The two sides have presented
their positions. | can’t say progress has
been made on these positions,”
Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minister Elmar
Mamediarov said in comments broad-
cast on Armenian Public Television on
Sunday.

Thechannel alsoquoted Armenian
Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian as
saying: “ A serious discussion has taken
placein St. Petersburg but no agreement
has been reached.”

Thetalkslasted about three hours,
the stations said. “The sides were of-
fered new, alternative waysof resolving
the conflict, they will be discussed,”
Bernard Fassier, a mediator from the
Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE), was quoted as
saying. “ Thenegotiationswill continue.”

“l do not know what the sub-
stance of the talks was. We hope to
receive some information later on but
| had an impression that the two |ead-
ers emerged from the talks content,” a
sourcein the Russian delegation at the
informal CIS summit of ex-Soviet
states told Reuters.

Earlier, OSCE negotiatorssaidthat
despite the lack of agreement on
Karabakh’s status there was still a pos-
sibility of step-by-step movesto easethe
crisis.

Hrant Bagratian

Wor ld ExpectsArmenianAuthoritiesTo Settle
K arabakh Conflict

YEREVAN -- Armenia sex-prime
minister seesadirect link between the
positiveevaluation of therecent Arme-
nian elections and the desire of the
international community to achieve a
Karabakh settlement under the current
authorities.

Hrant Bagratian said on Tuesday:
“If it is not [Robert] Kocharian, then
they’ ve made it clear that they would
like Kocharian' s successor to beaman
who is now within the authorities so
that he won't want to start everything
from scratch tomorrow.”

“They don’t need a change within
Armenia sauthoritiestoday. Moreover,
even economic bodies are ready to say
absurd thingsand utter liesabout Arme-

nia, only for itspeopleto calm down and
in order to forestall any problem in
Armenia s domestic politics at this mo-
ment.”

According to Bagratian, theinter-
national community perhaps* would hurry
to change the authorities once some
document [on the settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict] issigned.”

The former head of government
says Armenia' s current or next au-
thorities, or any political party will not
solve the problem while they are in
power if they have a chance not to do
s0. “Because in any case to achieve a
solution will mean agreeing to make
some unpleasant concessions,”
Bagratian concluded.
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New ‘Millennium ChallengeOfficeOpens
InArmenia

YEREVAN -- The Mil-
lennium Challenge Account — [
Armenia (MCA-Armenia), a
state non-commercial orga-
nization established by the Ar-
menian government to over-
see the implementation of a
multimillion U.S. aid pack-
age, opened its new officein
Y erevan on Monday.

Ambassador John
Danilovich, the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the U.S.
Government’s Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC) with which the
Government of Armeniasigned a$236
million Compact in March 2006, and
Armenia’s Minister of Finance and
Economy Vartan Khachatrian per-
formed aribbon-cutting ceremony that
was also attended by MCA-Armenia
CEO Ara Hovsepian and Resident
Country Director for MCC Armenia
Alex Rassin.

Danilovich said $6 million out of
the funds earmarked for Armenia as
part of the five-year economic assis-
tance package have already been dis-
bursed.

“The Compact is progressing.
We have begun training farmers to
improve their profitability with the
Water to Market Activity and design of
the first phase of the Rural Roads
Rehabilitation Project is nearing
completion,” Danilovich said at the
event. “Additionally, the early design
phase of the Irrigated Agriculture
Project is out for competitive bids,
with first construction expected to
begin this autumn.”

The Compact, which was signed
on March 27, 2006 and entered into
force later in September, aims at re-
ducing rural poverty through a sus-
tainable increase in the economic per-
formance of the agricultural sector.
Armenia plans to achieve this goal
through a five-year program of strate-
gic investments in rural roads, irriga-
tion infrastructure and technical and
financial assistance to improve the
supply of water and to support farm-
ers and agribusinesses.

Danilovich said that as with all
MCA countries, the MCC Board will
make a decision on Armenia’ s contin-
ued eligibility at its annual selection
meeting in December.

Answering RFE/RL’s question,
Minister Khachatrian clarified that the

sum Armenia has actually received so
far is $5.5 million. “But programs are
in progress,” he added.

Hecalled it possiblethat some of
the projectswill remain unrealized be-
cause of the fluctuations in the dram
exchange rate to the dollar.

“TheCorporationwill not beadd-
ing anything,” Khachatrian said, but
added that the government will take
over and carry on where the Corpora-
tion projects stop, including with “as-
sistance from foreign partners.”

“Our ‘Lifeline Road Network’ is
some 2,500 kilometers, of which only
some 900 are due to be rehabilitated
under the Compact. It is clear that we
will do the rest,” he emphasized.

According to the minister, the
conditions for Armenia’s continued
eligibility for the assistance program
remain the same.

“We have four categories, 16
indices, whichare under constant moni-
toring,” Khachatrian said. “We've al-
ways had “green” evaluations of three
of the four categories, which deal with
economy and social issues. The only
‘red” was with one index of the first
category, called “Fair Governance”,
where at |east three out of six must be
evaluated ‘red’ for the program to be
put at risk.”

In November 2006, the New
Y ork-based Freedom House urged the
George Bush administration to with-
hold promised economic assistance to
Armeniawhichitbelieved hadfailedto
meet “reasonable standards’ for de-
mocracy and civil liberties. It charged
the Armenian government had been
“backsliding on promised reforms”
since signing the MCA compact and
accused it of ignoring U.S. calls to
investigate seriousfraud reported dur-
ing the nationwidereferendum on con-
stitutional amendments held the previ-
ous year.

ArmeniaM ust ProsecuteOfficialsInvolved I n
Human Trafficking, USSateDepartment Says

YEREVAN --Itisforthethirdyear
that ArmeniahasbeenincludedintheUS
State Department’s list of the second -
medium group of countries posing dan-
ger in terms of human trafficking and
thus subject to control, Radio Liberty
reported.

According to the 2006 report of
the US State Department, Armeniadoes
not make enough effort to establish
identities of trafficking victims and to
protect them, as well as to revea pos-
sibleinvolvement of officialsin cases of
humantrafficking. Particularly, thePros-
ecutor General’s Office conducted an
inadeguateinvestigation into the case of
an employee of the body for the fight

against human trafficking, as aresult of
which he was found not guilty, and the
matter ended in his demoting and trans-
ferring to another body.

Armenia must investigate, pros-
ecute and convict the government offi-
cialsinvolved in human trafficking, the
State Department states.

According to the report, in 2006,
16 casesof trafficking wereinvestigated
in Armenia, which was more by 2 cases
than in the previous year. 13 persons
were prosecuted in connection with
human trafficking cases last year - by 3
persons fewer than in 2005. All 13
persons were sentenced, 9 of them - to
4-5 years imprisonment.

Vartan Gregorian Recognized As
“OutstandingAmerican By Choice”

NEW Y ORK --Vartan Gregorian,
president of Carnegie Corporation of
New York, is beening recognized by
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices (USCIS) as an “Outstanding
American by Choice.” USCISDirector
Emilio Gonzalez presented the award
to Gregorian for his outstanding con-
tributions to the people of the United
States as a naturalized U.S. citizen.

“By takingtheOath of Allegiance
to become a United States citizen,
Vartan Gregorian chosetheU.S. ashis
home, as his community,” said Direc-
tor Gonzalez. “ Because of that choice
and hisgiftsto our nation as an educa-
tor, author, and leader, Vartan
Gregorian has earned our gratitude.”

“We know America is not per-
fect but we see it as perfectible. For
us, Americaisnot just apast, itisalso
afuture. Itisnotjust anactuality—itis
alwaysapotentiality. America sgreat-
nessliesinthefact that all itscitizens,
both new and old, have an opportunity
to work for that potentiality, for its
unfinished agenda,” saidMr. Gregorian.

Thepledge Gregorianmadeearly
inlifeto become“aperson of learning
and consequence,” has served him
well. Born to Armenian parents in
Tabriz, Iran in 1934, Gregorian came
to the United States to attend Stanford
University in 1956 and begin a presti-
gious career in academia. In 1979,
Gregorian choseto becomeaciti zen of
the United States.

As president of the New York
Public Library from 1981 to 1989,
Gregorian is credited with changing
the direction of the institution and
bringing the library back from the
brink of bankruptcy. In1989, Gregorian
was named president of Brown Uni-
versity where he increased the promi-
nence of the university, tripling the
university’s endowment and diversi-
fying the student body. Today, in ad-
dition to his service on the boards of
the World Trade Center Memorial

Foundation, and the Museum of Mod-
ern Art, Gregorian is the president of
Carnegie Corporation.

“We the newest citizens in the
United States, like so many of our
immigrant ancestors, have come not
only to enjoy the benefits of America
but to work for its development and
welfare,” said Mr. Gregorian. “We
have come to lend a hand in reaching
out for democracy’s ideals. We have
come to share its legacy and mission
and to contribute to that ‘perfect
union.’”

The “Outstanding American by
Choice” initiative recognizes the sig-
nificant achievements of naturalized
U.S. citizens. Through civic participa-
tion, professional achievement, and
responsible citizenship, recipients of
this honor have demonstrated their
commitment to our Nation and to the
common civic values that unite us as
Americans. Since 2006, Director
Gonzal ez haspresented the* Outstand-
ing American by Choice” certificateto
naturalized citizens who have made
significant contributions to both their
community and their adopted country.
Previousrecipientsinclude: Secretary
of Commerce Carlos Gutierrez, Sena-
tor Mel Martinez, and U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Irag, Zalmay Khalilzad.

“Thel5thAnniversary of Armenia’ sl ndependence”
Exhibition KicksOff InBurge-L e-Valance

PARIS -- Armenian ambassador
to France Edward Nalbandian, mayor
of Burg-le-Valance, chairman of the
French-Armenian friendship group in
the Senate Bernard Piras opened in the
hall of the municipality “The 15th An-
niversary of Armenia slndependence”
photo exhibition.

At the opening of this big photo
exhibition present were member of the
French National Assembly Patrick
Labon, representatives of local gov-
ernmental bodies of Ron-Alp county
and Drom province as well as repre-
sentativesof French-Armenianunions.
The ambassador thanked the authori-
ties who contributed to the successful
conduction of Year of Armenia in
France.

“The 15th Anniversary of
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Armenia sIndependence” photo exhibi-
tion, which was organized by
“Armenpress’ news agency, was pre-
sented in Moscow, within the frame-
work of Y ear of Armeniain the Russian
Federation,inGreat BritainandinY erevan
as part of events dedicated to the 15th
anniversary of Armenia sindependence.
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AzeriPer spective

Karabakh Talks Grind To Halt - Again

By Rovshan |Ismayilov
EurasiaNet

It has become a familiar routine:
the international community launches
intoafigurativedrumroll of anticipation
ahead of a meeting between the presi-
dents of Azerbaijani and Armenia over
the future of Nagorno-Karabakh. Ex-
pectations continue to build over the
possibility of a breakthrough in stale-
mated negotiations. Then, following the
talks, there is nothing to celebrate.

On June 9, Azerbaijani President
ITham Aliyev and his Armenian counter-
part Robert Kocharian metin St. Peters-
burg on the sidelines of a Common-
wealth of Independent States(CI'S) sum-
mit; the pair met first with their foreign
ministers and the four chairmen of the
Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe's Minsk Group, which
overseesthe negotiations, and then téte-
a-téte— reportedly for over threehours.

No statements about any break-
through have been made, however.

At a press briefing following the
meeting, Azerbaijani Foreign Minister
Elmar Mammadyarov stated only that
the presidents had come across details
that requirecloser analysis, with partici-
pation by the OSCE Minsk Group. M ean-
while, ArmenianForeignMinister Vartan
Oskanian told reporters that the talks
were “serious,” while admitting that it
was “difficult to say” whether or not
Kocharianand Aliyev would meet again
this year, according to a report broad-
castonArmenianpublicradio. Themeet-
ing was the two presidents first en-
counter since November 2006.

Some Azerbaijani experts suggest
the negotiations are caught in afruitless
cycle, with expectations continually
dashed by geopolitical redlities. The2008
presidential elections in both countries
— and the recent May parliamentary
elections in Armenia — are not espe-
cially conducive to a settlement, the
experts suggest.

International mediators, theseana-
lysts contend, contributed to the pattern
of frustration by hypingthepossibility of
a settlement. Optimism peaked during
the weeks prior to Armenia’'s May 12
parliamentary elections after Matthew
Bryza— the US deputy assistant secre-
tary of state, aswell asMinsk Group co-
chairman — indicated that the two sides
appeared on the verge of breakthroughs
in several areas. Around the same time,
Oskanian was quoted as saying that “we
have never been as close to a settle-

”

ment.

That tone started to change during
therun-up to the St. Petersburg meeting,
withvariousOSCE representativessend-
ing mixed signals. For example, OSCE
Chairman-in-Office Miguel Angel
Moratinos told a June 5 press confer-
ence in Baku that “[n]ever before have
the parties been so close to mutual con-
sent,” while Bryza stressed the next day
that“[n]othingisclearyet.” Bryzaattrib-
uted his earlier optimism to “quality
changes” in the negotiating process it-
self, adding that “I am optimistic be-
cause | am a mediator and | work to
regulate the conflict,” the Trend news
agency reported.

Definitionsof optimism, however,
appear to vary: Bryza's French col-
league, Bernard Fassier, added that the
Minsk Group co-chairs will only be
optimistic when the Armenian and
Azerbaijani foreign ministersstart work
on a draft peace agreement.

Those not directly involved in the
OSCE peace process seem to be grow-
ing increasingly skeptical that a settle-
ment can be reached in the near future.
“The co-chairs did not bring anything
new [to the CIS meeting] and al their
statementsarea[collective] bluff,” com-
mented V afaGuluzade, aformer foreign
policy advisor to the late Azerbaijani
President Heidar Aliyev. “We are asfar
from peace now as we were at the
beginning of the processin 1994.”

llgar Mammadov, a Baku-based
independent political analyst, issimilarly
downbeat. “ The negotiation processand
[any] peace agreement have to answer
themainquestion: Whowill enjoy sover-
eignty over Nagorno-Karabakhterritory
after a settlement? It is clear that any
decision that goes beyond the territorial
integrity of Azerbaijan is unacceptable
for Baku,” commented Mammadov. “I
cannot understand what fuels so much
optimism for the OSCE Minsk Group's
co-chairs.”

Thechief sticking pointinnegotia-
tions appears to be a mechanism for
determining Karabakh's future status.
In 2006, Aliyev and Kocharian report-
edly agreedtoareferendumin Karabakh
that would determine theterritory’ s sta-
tus. Since then, the referendum idea has
stalled amid discord over its scope and
timing. It hasnow reached apoint where
Azerbaijan’s foreign minister,
Mammadyarov, maintains that such a
vote is “unacceptable” to Baku.

Rovshan Ismayilov is a
freelance journalist in Baku
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“Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth”

Election Aftermath:

Prices Of Daily Goods Increase After
Campaign

By Julia Hakobyan
ArmeniaNow reporter

While the newly elected parlia-
ment is busy with rearrangement of
political forcesordinary Armenianciti-
zens surmise how the elections will
affect their pockets.

Fromthemiddleof May theprices
for some products in Armenia have
increased, a tendency some say is
typical for the post election period.
Flour, for example, has increased by
100 dram (29 cent) per kilo and only
few stores still keep the old prices for
bread which vary depending on sort
from 80-200 dram. Dairy products,
such as Russian butter, have increased
by 10-20 drams.

The average family now will
spend monthly from 1000-2000 dram
more ($3-6) only on bread, butter,
cheeseand other basic daily commodi-
ties.

Armen Poghosyan, Chairman of
Association of Consumers of Armenia
says that the increase of prices is
conditioned by the urge of politicians
to compensate the hugefinancial costs
spent on pre-election parliamentary
campaign on office rent, posters, TV
ads and other expenses.

The manufacturers and officials
say instead that the prices have been
increased on the international market.
Presidential adviser on economical is-
sues Vahram Nersisyants refused to
give any comments whether the politi-
cal processes in the country may pro-
voke the price hike and said that the

issue of high prices should be directed
to the Central Bank.

Meanwhile economists say that
Poghosyan’s accusations are justified
taking into account that the several
sectors of economy are controlled by
people who take posts in the govern-
ment or parliament.

Economist Ashot Yeghiazaryan
saysthat themonopoliesarethescourge
of the Armenian economy.

“TheArmenian national currency
is continuing strengthening, which
officials say is the indication of eco-
nomic growth. It assumes that at least
the imported goods should become
cheaper. But the prices grow on im-
ported goods as on fuel or flour. Elec-
tionsin Armeniamay impact the prices
growth as behind the economy thereis
a political protection,” says
Y eghiazaryan, a lecturer at the
Caucasus Media Institute.

Hrant Margaryan, the head of the
economical development planning de-
partment at the Ministry of Trade and
Economic development says whether
the prices increased as aftermath of
elections or due to the tendencies in
international marketscannot beknown
now.

“We don’t have the analysis for
May economic growth,” hesays. “The
prices can not risein afew days, even
if isconditioned by elections. For now
we can only say according to state
statistic figures the prices rise for 4.7
percent for the January —April quarter
of this year comparing to the same
period of last year.”

Armenian Sandards

By Aram Abrahamyan
Aravot daily editor

| have already written that all
participants of the political process
haveadopted standard behaivor during
pre-electoral, electoral and pos elec-
toral period. Standard for Armenian
realities. One of those standardsisthat
people don't congratulate their com-
petitors after the elections. Besides,
they begin slandering addressedtotheir
rivals who are involved in the NA
accusing them of «being elected by the
authority’s proof».

Oneof the Armenian stundardsis
boycotting the NA sittings, claiming
that the lections were unfair. But boy-
cott, as a way of political struggle,
must be unpleasant for your opponent.
While if «Heritage» and «<OEP» don't
participate in any NA sitting, the au-
thority majority won't suffer from it.
Instead, those who have elected those
oppositionists will suffer instead.

The motivation of boycott, that

the results of elections are being chal -
lengedinthe Constitutional Court,isn’t
SO convin cing. But it doesn’t prevent
the parliamentary work. And more,
you may not agree with the results of
elections but congratulate your com-
petitors, as Albert Gor did in 2000. He
didn't win the the U.S. presidential
electionsand if he didn’t congratul ate
Bush , the Americans didn’t under-
stand it. Just in the same way if our
oppositionists didn’t hold demonstra-
tions after the elections, the Arme-
nians won't understand them. They
will think: «They have reconcyled to
the frauds».

Raffi Hovanisyan’s another mo-
tivation «we haven't been properly
informed”. Just in the same Tigran
Torosyan could not go to work, moti-
vating that Mr. Hovanisyan hadn’t in-
vited him. | think, the «Heritage»
leader’ sdemonstrations depend on the
U.S. bureacracy. The bureaucratic
turmoil is as developed in the U.S. as
the political culture.

Turkey CondemnsDecision Of Chili Senate
Recognizing TheArmenian Genocide

In response to the decision of the Chili Senate to recognize the Armenian
Genocide, the Foreign Ministry of Turkey spread the following release on July
11: “On June 5, 2007, we learned with regret that the Senate of chili adopted a
decision that keeps in line with the groundless claims of the Armenians.”

Besides, according to the rel ease, the Foreign ministry stated they condemn
the above mentioned decision and consider that it may make harmto therelations

between Turkey and Chili.
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AMAA ChristmasCompassionDrive

By Nancy Taraktzian

The Armenian Euphrates Evan-
gelical Church’ sMissionsCommitteein
Providence, Rl worked tirelessly
throughout the summer and winter
months to oversee an amazing project

they shared their emotional meeting with
Sister Hannato the church congregation,
and soon the Missions Committee began
what would beeight monthsof collecting
donations of sheets, towels, blankets,
adult pampers, and bandages. They had
no ideawhat an enormous outpouring of
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AMAA Board membersRobert M esserfian and CarlosTar aktzian of theArmenian

Evang'| EuphraitesChur ch of Providence, RI, presentingthecollected donationsfor
Sister HannatoAM AA Field Director Dikran Y oumshakian

come to aredlity.

Two members and Deacons of the
church, Mr. Robert Messerlian and Mr.
CarlosTaraktzian, areboth Board Mem-
bers of the Armenian Missionary

3
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Sister HannaChristentakingcaref anelderlyladyinaNursing mein

Armenia

Association of America (AMAA). At a
meeting of the AMAA in July 2006,
which took place in Paramus NJ, both
Bob and Carlos met a remarkable
saintly woman. Her nameisSister Hanna
Christen, a German Missionary, who
serves as a nurse and social worker in
Armenia. Asthey conversed with Sister
Hanna, her Christian love and devotion
as a missionary to the AMAA was un-
mistakable. Her years of service to the
nursing home in Y erevan, and her cur-
rent servicein Bert (near Dilijan, North
Armenia) continueto bethemastimpor-
tant thing in her life. Helping thelonely,
the sick, and the desperate was, and still
is, how she serves the Lord. She spoke
of the elderly and how difficult it wasto
carefor themwithout enough of thebare
essentials such as towels, bandages,
sheets, adult pampers, soap, and thelists
goes on and on.

It was at that time that Bob and
Carlos promised Sister Hanna that the
Euphrates church would rally together
and begin what was eventually called
a “Christmas Compassion Drive’. As
soon as they returned to Rhode Island,

love and giving they were to witness.
This missions outreach extended far be-
yond the church family. They received
donations from the Armenian commu-
nity, from churches, from businesses,

¥
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Yerevan,

and even from people that they did not
even know. Christmas passed and the
donationswere still coming in.

On March 9, 2007, they eagerly
loaded atruck with 116 boxes of various
items—all brand new—witharetail value
of over $18,000. Both Carlos and Bob
drove the truck to New Jersey to the
AMAA headquarters and dropped
off the" promise” for Sister Hanna. From
there, the items were shipped to
Armenia and earmarked for the elderly
through Sister Hanna.

The feeling of gratification could
not be explained, but could certainly
be seen on the faces of the members of
the Missions Committee and especially
BobandCarlos. Afterall,itwasonly eight
monthsearlier that they had that precious
conversation with awoman who contin-
uestoglorify theL ord every day with her
everlasting love and support to so many
lonely and elderly peoplein Armenia.

Those who are interested to learn
more about Sister Hannah's service or
would like to support the needy elderly in
ArmeniacancontacttheAMAA officeat 31
West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652.

USHouseAppropriationsCommitteeBill Providing
AssistanceFor ArmeniaAnd NagornoKarabakh

Continued frompagel

-Urges USAID to allocate up to
$6 million to Nagorno Karabakh in
humanitarian assistance;

-Ensures assistance parity be-
tween Armeniaand Azerbaijanismain-
tained by providing Armenia with $3
million in Foreign Military Financing
funds and $300,000 in International
Military Educationand Training assis-
tance;

-Prevents further changes to the
conditional waiver of Section 907 of
the FREEDOM Support Act, which
restricts U.S. aid to Azerbaijan until
the President determines and reports
to Congress that Azerbaijan is taking
steps to cease all blockades and other
offensive uses of force against Arme-
nia and Nagorno Karabakh; and

-Provides a confidence-building
measure to advance a peaceful resolu-

tion of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict.

Specifically, the report language
states: “The Committee continues its
strong support for confidence-building
measures among the parties to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. The Com-
mittee expects the Department of State
touseitsauthority under section498B of
the Foreign Assistance Act as necessary
to carry out such programs. The Com-
mittee continues to be concerned about
the plight of the victimsof the Nagorno-
K arabakh conflict, and recommendsthat
up to $6,000,000 should be made avail-
able to address ongoing humanitarian
needs in Nagorno-Karabakh. The Com-
mittee has included renewed authority
for the President to provide humanitar-
ian assistance to the region, notwith-
standing the restrictions of Section 907
of the FREEDOM Support Act. Thebill
language is unchanged from previous
years.”

Alexander Arzumanian | sArrested AsA
Political Prisoner

Continued frompagel

tion politician under two-month ar-
rest.

Civil rights activist Vartan
Harutiunian saysArzumanianiskeptin
custody for several reasons, including
for founding a movement of disobedi-
ence last autumn and for his position
on the Karabakh conflict settlement in
the top diplomat’s capacity, which he
isknown to haveretained sinceresign-
ing in the late 1990s.

Arzumanian has lodged a case
with the European Court of Human
Rights in which he asserts he is being
kept in custody illegally and discards
the charges leveled at him as fabri-
cated.

Arzumanian's loyalists say the
case at the European Court will be

continued even if he is released any
time soon.

Edik Baghdasarian, the head of
the Association of Investigative Jour-
nalists, expresses bewilderment that
Arzumanian hasto beproving hisinno-
cence, whileit isthe job of the inves-
tigation bodiesto find and provide the
evidence of his guilt.

Armenia Helsinki Committee
President Avetik Ishkhanian saysitis
the society rather than the state that
determines whether a person kept in
custody is a political prisoner or not.

“Any state will deny having po-
litical prisoners. Instead they call them
all criminals,” hetold RFE/RL. “It was
the case in the Soviet Union, in post-
communist countries, and now it isthe
case in Cuba and other undemocratic
countries.”
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CAMPUS

2361 FLORENCITA DRIVE MONTROSE, CA 91020
OFFICE

1650 FLOWER STREET, GLENDALE, CA 91201

Managerial Courses
1- Office Administrator

3- Administrative Assistant
4- ESL

S- Computerized Taxing

6- Medical Billing

2- Computerized Accounting

Design Courses

7- Web-Site Design

8- Video & DVD Editing
9- 3-D Modeling

10- 3-D Animation

11- Graphic Design

12- Photo Editing

13- AutoCAD

Our Dedication Is

To educate key job skills for a better workforce performance.
To give you access to the opportunities and tools of the modern

employment markets.

To support the workforce development with a sustainable education.
To improve your job performance by developing your skills.
We offer efficient course clusters for an intensive and competent training.

Technical Courses

14- PC Systems Technician
15- Network Administrator
16- Desktop Publishing

17- Visual Basic programmer

We Provide State Funded Program For
Employers and Employees (ETP)

We Accept Workers Compensation
Training Vouchers
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New Offices For Lease
IN PASADENA

On Allen Ave. - South of Washington Blvd.

Available spaces are between

ALL UTILITIES ARE INCLUDED

For More Details

Call Vartan
(626) 255-2537

Jurank UPpuXs

OUUUSPLUBPh UL
(200 KNahh SUUUN)

UULL SGUUY unk@LGrnE SUUULN
1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA

CENU.QU.3LLEL
(626) 797-7680 (626) 398-0506
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#  Exitra Curricular:

and profossional.
#  Slndents:

We are stodent centered.
emotionally, in a family like safe and caring environmen
¢ Tuifion: The most aftordable of private schools

SAHAG-MESROB ARMENIAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

2381 N, Maden Lane, Altaderna, C4 Qi1

OPEN REGISTRATION

FOR 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR
FROM NURSERY TO 12" GRADE

*  Berving the commumty for 28 vears
¢ Accredited by Western Assodation of Schools & Colleges (WABC)
#  Accredited by Assocation of Christian Schools Internatonal {ACSI)

Elementary Scheeol. We offer Armeman, Art, Bible, English, Math, Science, Social Studies, Computers,
Muesic, Band, Physical Education, Dimama, Becorders,
Middle & High School, We offer U.C, approved College preparatory courses, Armenian, Ar, Bible,
Englizh, Amencan Literature, English Litersture, Algebra I, Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, Physical Science,
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Civics, Health, Computer, U.5. History, World History, Band, Drama.
Honors and AP courses in several core subjects.
Pasadena City College Bridge program: We offer PCC college level courses on our campus in English,
.5, History, Political Science, elc.

Elementary School. Extensive field trips, Speech Meets, Piano Festivale, Spelling Bee conests, Scence
Fairs, Concerts, Art Festivals, student programes for all festive and holiday occazsions,
Middle & High Scheel, Extensive field inps, 7 davs to the East Coast, 15 days fo Armenia onveermght

camping and nature hikes, Speech Meets, Piano Festivals, Spelling Bee contests, Science Fairs, Concens,
Att Festivals, student programs for all festive and holiday occasions,

o Faculty and Stafl: Experienced teachers, mostly credentialed or masters degrees, ACSI certified, caring

For more information Call the school office at 626.798.5020

Each stodent is nounshed mentally, physically, spiritoally,
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Pour les jeunes ecrivains
armeniens autour du journal KAROUN
en leur souhaitant bonne chance,

Amicalement

Henri Troya

Paris, lIa 30 Janvier 1968
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Pndbwinp UGghuwy,
Ltuwznn Uwpiquuy:

Proud Past,
Exciting Future.

AGBU SOCIETY DINNER - OCTOBER 13, 2007

HUNTINGTON RITZ CARLTON HOTEL - PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS

AGBU Pasadena Chapter Cultural Committee

N " AGBU / AYA SCOUTS
%_ 14 Zl C/ ASSeS _ Gldﬂ J’ PasadenaChapter

Bring out the inner artist in your child.
Raffi "Bo” Boyadjian, Instructor
Ages 6 and Up
LESSONS OFFERED EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
Session One: 6:00 - 7:00pm
Session Two: 7:00 - 5:00pm
2495 . Mounain Stee, Pasocen, CA. 9110 TS SUMMER CAMP 2007

Sor mare v karnaa Biamn ST O ,rlr'l'._:l'l‘. _E; '_'E; _.}
For more informakion, please call (626) 794-794 Lake Isabella / Kern {:g“nt}r

[ E S NN N E NN RN RN RN RN RN RN RN E R RN R R R R E R NN N Allgllﬁt‘i—lz 1{]0‘?
AGBU Pasadena Chapter '

SUMMER
BASKETBALL
CLINIC

*Learn the game of baskelball
*Improve your technigue
*Muake friends & have fun

TWO SESSIONS:
Session One: July 23 - July 27
Session Two: July 30 - Aug 3

Noown - 1:30e B-10 yr. old Boys & Girls
2:00 - 3:30pem 11-12 yr. old Boys & Girls
4:00 - 6:00pm  13-14 yr. old Boys & Girls

ONLY 100 PER SESSION
Basketball T-shirt Included

AGBU Pasadena Center
2495 E. Mountain St., Pasadena, CA 91104

S5IGN UP NOW
Mon-Thurs 6-8 at the AGBU Center

For more imformation,
contact Mr Hrarch Mankerian at 626- 7052675
R R R R R R R R R R RN X S S SRR R RS S IR

u"' THE QUALITY AND SAFE ALTERNATIVE FOR YOUR CHILD'S HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION “
®AGB % 1007-2008 ACADEMIC YEAR &AGB é
GRADES 9 =12
“lﬁ“ ss For regisiration informatien, a campus tour and meeting with the prncipal, please call (626) 794-0343 “IEH sn

AGBU SPONSOR

Cubs, Webelos, Juniors & Brownies Ages 7 —
Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts Ages 12 - 17

Join us now and attend
summer camp with the troop!

“Havak™ every Saturday 3:00 — 5:00 pm

AGBU Pasadena Center
2495 E. Mounrain 5t., Pasadena, CA 91104
For more informartion, please call (626) 794-7%42

AGBU GLENDALE / PASADENA CHAPTER

YOGA YOGA YOGA
COME JOIN US IN A FUN CLASS GUARANTEED
TO CHALLENGE YOUR MIND AND BODY!

Maoriette Is @ certified hatho fiow yogo Instructar and o registerad nurse who
feaches yogo in the community and 1o healthcare professionals

¥oga is @ holistic practice which ufilizes your Dody's own energy
powernouse 1o optimize weliness in the body aond mind
Yoga is neither a religion nor simply o “workout
LIMITED SPACES
For reservation or information, coll AG.B.U. office (826) 794-7942

)
?@mmw G}’ﬁbﬂﬂ CROWNE PLAZA

HOTELS B EEEDATE

6131 E Telegraph Rd, - Commerce, CA 20040 - 323.7271.2100 - 714,879,231 00 - commercecasine.com



