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Facing Mounting Uproar From The Opposition, Civic
Groups And International Organizations
Restrictive Foreign-Media Legislation Falls
In The Armenian Parliament

e« R

A protest march against the bill outside parliament on July 2

The Armenian parliament has watchdogs believe that RFE/RL has
failed to pass a bill that would have been the only Armenian-language
placed severe restrictions on foreignbroadcaster not controlled by the Ar-
broadcast media, particularly RFE/RL. menian authorities ever since the highly

The legislation would have banned controversial closure of the indepen-
foreign broadcasts on Armenian pub-dent TV channel Al+ five years ago.

lic television and radio and heavily The two opposition parties rep-
taxed their retransmission on private resented in the recently elected Na-
stations. tional Assembly strongly condemned

The Organization for Security the draft amendments during the de-
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) bates, saying that they are specifically
had said the proposals, which passediirected againstthe U.S.-funded broad-
its first reading on June 29, amountedcaster. They also accused the authori
to a “ban on RFE/RL” and could have ties of seeking to gain complete con-
made Armenia’s March 2008 presi- trol of the airwaves ahead of next
dential elections less free and fair.  year’s presidential elections.

Human Rights Watch, mean- “Onthe line is the standing, free-
while, had called the legislative pack- dom and future of our country,” Raffi
age a potential blow to media freedomHovannisian, the leader of the

ACA Letter To US Secretary Of State
CondoleezzaRice

Armenian Council of America has sent a letter to US Secretary of
Condoleezza Rice expressing its concern about the recent actions
government in Armenia to further suppress the free media by passing a |
will ultimately shut down Radio Liberty-Radio Free Europe.

Attached is the text of the letter to Secretary Rice.

State
of the
QW that

July 2, 2007

Secretary of State

CondoleezzaRice

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520

On behalf of the Armenian-American Community, we would liké
convey to you our deepest concern regarding the possible passage of
on broadcasting currently being discussed in the Armenian parliament
troubling is the fact that the newly formed government has selected th
in particular as its first order of business for this special session, disreg
all other and much more pressing issues facing the republic of Armenia
This leads us to believe that the sole intent of the Armenian authoritie
effectively shut down Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty, the only,
independent news outlet currently broadcasting in Armenia.

After the closure oAl PlusandNoyan Tapanthe Armenian authoritig
exercised total control on the rest of the broadcast media, except for
Liberty which, de facto, became the only alternative source of informatipn. If
the authorities succeed in passing this law, it will have a devastating effect on
the political climate of the country and will deprive the population of Armenia
of the only remaining media outlet that has consistently delivered fair, unbiased
and balanced news and opinions.

We believe that the United States along with the other western g
ments and organizations such as the OSCE, bear their share of responsi
what is transpiring today by giving their seal of approval to the highly flawed
parliamentary elections that led to a monolithic parliament where the oppgsition
is represented by less then 12 %. By doing so, western governments njot only
failed in their commitment toward a democratic Armenia, but also embolgened
the authorities to take such a drastic action.

It is in the best interest of the United States and all other countrie
there be an unfettered flow of information throughout the world, especia
a country like Armenia, where, according to Freedom House’s latest repo
media is considered “not free”” and the closure of Radio Liberty will fu
hinder the country’s democratic progress.

On behalf of the Armenian-American community, we urge you to [take
every step possible to avert this looming debacle and call on the Armpenian

(0]
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truly
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in general. Zharangutyun party, said, urging the

government to reconsider its position and refrain from passing this law.

Opposition politicians as well as
local and international press freedom

Dink Murder Trial Starts In Istanbul
Court Released 4 Of 18 Suspects Implicated In The Murder

Continued on page 2

ISTANBUL -- Eighteen suspects and public conscience.”
went on trial in Istanbul Monday for the In an emotional written statements,
January murder of ethnic Armenian jour- Dink’s widow Rakel and his brother
nalist Hrant Dink, which sparked fears Hosrof appealed to the courtto shed light
of rising nationalist and anti-minority on the involvement of officials. “Have
violence in Turkey.

After a 12-hour hearing, the court justice of God work through you so that
released four of the 18 suspects. Thg
judge also decided to postpone the|
hearing till October 1.

The trial behind closed doors be-
gan as Dink’s family said the procedure the trial may become a point of enlight-
was flawed because it excludes securityenment for Turkey,” Rakel said.
officials who knew as early as 2006 of "This trial is between those who
plans to kill Dink, but failed to act.

Police in Istanbul and the northern claim they are the law and the state,”
city of Trabzon, home to most of the Hosrof said. “It will be a turning point for
suspects, are responsible for “extremelyTurkey if the trial sheds light on the truth."
grave mistakes and almost intentional As police sealed off the street lead-

Rakel Dink Adresses The Court
page 3

Backers Of Armenian Genocide Bill Reach Majority
In US Congress

Members of the Armenian Coun- tjve action against ongoing genocides,
cil of America thank their respective |ike Darfur.”
representatives in Congress for spon- “The Affirmation of the U.S.
soring House Resolution 106, and help-Record on the Armenian Genocide”
ing the resolution garner the crucial resolution (H. Res. 106) calls on the
218 signatures. President to “ensure that the foreign
The Armenian Council of America policy of the United States reflects

the courage to challenge them... Let thehas been collaborating closely with appropriate understanding” of the “Ar-

other Armenian American organiza- menian Genocide” and to “accurately
tions as well as Congressman Adamcharacterize the systematic and delib-

Schiff (D-CA), George Radanovich erate annihilation of 1,500,000 Arme-
(R-CA), and Congressional Armenian nians as genocide.”

Caucus Co-Chairs Frank Pallone (D- “The Turkish government along
NJ) and Joe Knollenberg (R-MI), the with the United States State Depart-
initial co-authors of H.R. 106. ment and the current administration

“In gaining 218 cosponsors, wWe has multiplied its efforts to deny the

defend the legal system and those whahave demonstrated that a majority of Armenian Genocide” declared Peter

the House strongly supports recogniz-Darakjian, Executive Director of the
ing the facts of the Armenian Geno- Armenian Council of America. “Gain-
cide,” said Congressman Adam Schiff. ing 218 signatories is a vital step to-

“While there are still survivors left, we wards the recognition the Armenian

negligence,”family lawyer Ergin Cinmen ing to the courthouse, about 2,500 dem-feel a great sense of urgency in callingGenocide in the United States.”

said outside the courthouse. The defenonstrators, most of them dressed in

attention to the attempted murder of an The Armenian Council of America

dants “are just the tip of the iceberg,” he black, gathered at a nearby square an@ntire people. Our failure to acknowl- commends the strong leadership of

said. “If public servants are not put on

trial, the ruling will never satisfy justice Continued on page 3

edge these dark chapters of history

prevents us from taking more effec- Continued on page 2
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Meeting On "Darfur And Armenia" British Prime Minister Appoints AraDarziAs A
In The British House Of Commons Minister At The Department Of Health
LONDON -- Meeting on Darfur between Armenia and Darfur where the Professor Sir Ara Darzi, who is

and Denial of the Armenian Genocide Turkish model of the 20th century is Charged with improving patient care,
was held in London June 22, on Tony being successfully repeated. Ruth Barnetihas been promoted from his previous
Blair's last day as Prime Minister, Brit- spoke on the psychological effects of rgle as National Advisor on surgery.
ish-Armenian activists lobbied parlia- denial and introduced the concept of Sir Ara, chair of surgery at Impe-

rial College London, supports govern-
ment plans to reconfigure NHS ser-
vices.

When he took over as prime min-
ister, Mr Brown said he planned a
broad-based government of “all the
talents”.

Sir Ara will combine his ministe-
rial duties with his research and clini-
cal commitments, including the super- for his innovative work in the ad-
vision of students. vancement of minimal invasive sur-

Sir Ara, 47, said: “It is a great gery and inthe developmentand use of
honour and privilege to be asked by theallied technologies including surgical
Prime Minister to continue that work robots and image-guided surgery.
for patients across the country. The prime minister’'s spokesman

“I will be working closely with  said Professor Darzi would work Mon-
Alan Johnson to map out the next stepsday to Thursday as a minister - being
of the reform agenda that has achievedaid for three days - and continue to
so much in the last 10 years. But wework as an NHS surgeon, unpaid, on
_ _ _ can do better.” Fridays.
ment all day in support of Early Day reducing the present “Genocide Foot- He said he would draw on his Professor Darzi is an Armenian

Motion 357. This motion, recognizing print” by addressing the issues of pastexperience from the frontline to fulfil who was born in Baghdad, Iraq but
the Genocide, has now been signed bygenocides. The Ambassador of the Re+js new responsibilities. spent much of his childhood in Ire-

144 Members of Parliament. public ofArmenia, Dr Vahe Gabrielyan, “l am not a politician by profes- |and. In 2003 he became a British

Police took an unwarranted in- emphasized the political dimensions of sjon. My working life has, is and will citizen. He was awarded a knighthood
tolerant attitude, tearing a large “Rec- genocide recognition which could not ¢ontinue to be centred on patient care.”jn 2003 for his services to medicine
ognize the Genocide” banner and de-be addressed by any commission of Sir Arais internationally respected and surgery.
taining the director of Armenia Soli- historians however eminent. The meet-
darity for half an hour under the Pre- ing was chaired by John Bercow MP

vention of Terrorism Act for holding of the Genocide Prevention All Party

Professor Ara Darzi

| e ——

i

"Darfur and Armenia" meeting in the House of Commons

Restrictive Foreign-Media Legislation Falls

the banner too close to Parliament.Parliamentary Group, and attended by In The Armenian Parliament
The distribution of leaflets was contin- several other parliamentarians includ- o i )
ued throughout and the bannering Lord Avebury, Lord Alton of Continued frompage 1 ity Is more important than quantity,
redisplayed where it could still be no- Liverpool David Burrowes MP as well and this would be a lesson for the
ticed by those entering the Houses ofas David Drew MP, the sponsor of the majority leaders to withdraw the bill. parliamentary majority, that it should
Parliament. meeting. He said it calls into question the cred- rfespeci one of the. most important
A meeting on "Darfur and Arme- The present Armenian Genocide ibility of the governing coalition’s rights: liberty,” Dalakian told RFE/RL.
nia" was organized by Armenia Solidar- Recognition effort in the UK is an ever pledge to democratize Armenia. But it wasn't just th.e minority
ity, the British-Armenian All-Party Par- expanding coalition which is gathering “We had shut down A1+ for [the that doomed the draft legislation.
liamentary Group, Nor Serount Publica- momentum involving more and more presidential election of] 2003,” said It didn’t pass in today’s second

tions & the Armenian Genocide Trustin Armenian and UK supporters. “Geno- Armen  Martirosian,  another and final reading because opposition,
the House of Commons, in the evening, cide Recognition is a human, not merelyZharangutyun parliamentarian. “In independent, and even some pro-gov-
in conjunction with, the Genocide Pre- an Armenian, issue” said Eilian Williams, 2007, we will shutdown Radio Liberty ernmentlawmakers blocked a quorum
vention All Party Parliamentary Group a spokesman for the organizers. “Wefor [the presidential election of] 2008. by boycotting two separate votes.
and the Aegis Trust. urge all Armenians to continue lobbying What will we do for [the next election Inthe first attempt, only 64 votes

In the meeting in the House of to obtain further parliamentary support due in] 20132 Who will we shut down? were cast (63 for, none against, one
Commons, Dr James Smith of The Ae- as well as to consider joining the Aegis Will we shut down people?” abstention) in the 131-member parlia-
gis Trust, in a major speech on Ethical Trustin their Genocide Prevention Cam- “We believe that Radio Liberty ment. In the second try, 65 votes were
Foreign Policy emphasized the parallelspaigns. broadcasts are necessary for freedon¢ast (63 for, none against, two absten-
of speech and the development of de-tions). el < i

. ‘ » mocracy in Armenia,” said Hovannes Both fell short of the 66 votes

Human Rights Watch Slams ‘Press Freedom Curbs Markaﬂ’gn of the opposition Orinats necessary for a quorum.

InArmenia Yerkir Party. The votes came one day after the
“They would use the closure of U.S. State Department weighed in. On

A leading international human get RFE/RL’S Armenian service.” [Radio] Liberty to expand activities of July 2, following a question during a
rights organization has strongly criti- “By passing these laws, Armenia government-controlled media outlets press briefing, the State Department
cized controversial government- risks violating its international com- during the presidential elections [of issued a statement in which it sug-
drafted amendments to two Armenian mitments to freedom of expression 2008,]” charged Victor Dallakian, a gested the proposed legislation was
laws which it believes could “effec- and the media,” said Cartner. She speveteran opposition lawmaker not af- unlikely to further Armenia’s “stated
tively ban” future broadcasts of RFE/ cifically pointed to an article of the filiated with any party. “Because Lib- desire for continued democratization,
RL and thereby further restrict free- European Convention on Human Rightserty is the only electronic media outlet particularly in the wake of the May
dom of the media in Armenia. that guarantees the right “to receive which is not controlled by the authori- parliamentary elections that marked a

“These new laws clearly restrict and impartinformation and ideas with- tjes.” step forward even as they reflected the
access to a crucial independent newsout interference by public authority But today’s failed vote in parlia- need for further improvements toward
source for many Armenians and deal aand regardless of frontiers.” ment, where just enough lawmakersdemocratic standards.”
serious blow to RFE/RL and to free- Cartner also implied that contin- poycotted the vote to prevent a quo- "We are pleased that there will
dom of the media in general,” Holly ued RFE/RL broadcasts, which arerum, means the government must starthow be more time for civil society to
Cartner, Europe and Central Asia di- accessible to the vast majority of Ar- gver if it wants to try again to pass the €ngage with Armenian lawmakers on
rector at Human Rights Watch, said in menians thanks to their retransmissionjegislation. That involves redrafting this issue,” Tom Mittnacht, a spokes-
a weekend statement. “The parliamentby state radio, are essential for thethe proposals and resubmitting themman for the U.S. Embassy in Yerevan,
should under no circumstances passreedom and fairness of next year’s again for a new first reading. told RFE/RL after the vote today. “We
this bill in the second reading.” Armenian presidential election. “As Victor Dalakian, an independent appreciate the substantive and active

The New York-based group said Armenia prepares for presidential elec- member of parliament, was one of the dialogue we have had with the speaker
the proposed ban on retransmission oftions in 2008, the world will certainly more outspoken critics of the legisla- of the assembly. We are happy that
foreign broadcasts by Armenian statebe watching to see if the governmenttion introduced by the government. Radio Liberty will be able to continue
television and radio and heavy fees forrespects freedom of the media and “The minority proved that qual- broadcasting.”
private networks engaging in such other freedoms necessary for a free
broadcasts “appear to specifically tar- and fair vote,” she said.
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Rakel Dink Addresses The Court

| demand from honorable court which is the representative of the state
that all the criminals receive the punishment they deserve. | feel no hatred to
any of them; on the contrary | find all of them miserable and | feel pity for
them.

Rakel Dink

Your Honour the President of the
Court and the Honorable Judges,

My story begins with the Arme-
nian Varto tribe which is one of the 1915
leftovers. | was born in 1959 into the
Armenian Varto tribe which was in Mardin
borders; in Sirnak district now. Today
the town is called Yolagzi. The name
Varto omes from my grand grandfather’s
name, Vartan. The remaining of the tribe
migrated to Istanbul in 1978. Until mi-
gration, their life in the village, and then
in the city was spent by struggling at the
courts against the fraud deeds that the
landlords of the neighboring villages
manufactured. These neighbor villagesRakel Dink and daughter during
were built on our lands. Hrant's funeral

They were beaten, wounded and
miraculously survived murder attempts. Therefore, if you are not from this
My father lived an honorable life without darkness and do not approve it, do
denying hisroots and religion. He passednot agree with them be courageous

Open Letter of Protest

Dear Friends,
Arat Dink, Serkis Seropyan, Karin Karakashli, Aydin Engin, all membeg
the staff of “Agos” weekly in Istanbul , and Erdal Dogal, the Dink family lav]

rs of
yer,

are charged with “denigrating Turkishness” under Article 301 of the Turkish|jPenal

Code. Some of them may face three years of jail time if convicted. The pr
the publication of an old interview with the Reuters News Agency in which th
assassinated Hrant Dink had referred to the Genocide of the Armenians.

ptext is
e late

Renowned writers, scholars and journalists such as Orhan Pamyk, Elif

Shafak, Taner Akcam, Ragip Zarakolu and others were charged with
criminal offences over the last while. Some of them have chosen self-exile
now living in Europe, the United States and elsewhere for fear of their own liy
avoiding the destiny that the late Hrant Dink faced.

similar
hnd are
es and

Please visit http:// protest.keghart.com to voice your opinion by endorging an

open letter of protest. This letter will be delivered to International PH

N at
bn the

http://www.internationalpen.org.uk . Whether the letter will have any impact

outcome of the trials is unknown, however, it will be yet another documentin the
annals of Human Rights abuses in Turkey . As such it could help bring atteftion to
the plight of Turkish Scholars, Human Rights activist, writers, journalistp and

people at large to end a Draconian rule that prevents Turkey to explore its

n past

history without fear of persecution. Furthermore, it may highlight the timelinfss of
the application that Taner Ak¢am filed before the European Court of HumanjRights

on the 20th of June 2007.
Your endorsement, dear friend, is solicited, because on previous oc
you have supported similar initiatives. The website http://protest.keghart.

tasions
com is

privately owned, free of advertisements and is not supported by any orgatization

or third party whether financially or otherwise. Your privacy is valued; othe
your name and location no other personal information will be displayed any

than
where

and will not be used without your permission.
Sincerely,

away in Brussels three years ago, withenough to go deeper and pull down
his mind and soul worried about his land, all the barriers that was put on this case
of which the trials still continue. Be the instrument of the God’s justice; Dikran Abrahamian BA MD

His children promised him that they so that Turkey can be happy and this

would continue the struggle. He becomes the starting point of bright days Dink Murder Trial Starts In Istanbul
never acted cowardly, was never lazy,for Turkey.

never laid an evil eye on other’s work Your Honor, my husband was tried Continuedfrompage 1
and never imposed us with animosity. for he wrote, for he thought and on the Armenian killings.

I met with my beloved husband, spoke. As an innocent man, due to thisunfurled a large banner that read: “We Hayal and Tuncel traded accusa-
whom | used to call Cutag, Hrant Dink understanding of the state he was foundare all withesses. We want justice.” “We tions before the judge, lawyer Oguz
in a boarding school we grew up to- guilty. Ibelieve thatthe expressions oftheare all Hrant Dink. We are all Arme- Ugur Olca said. Tuncel rejected any
gether we got married. They stripped state bears separatism, insult, degradanians,” they chanted. involvement in the murder, saying he
up our boarding school from us. With tion;itencourages and multiplies the baby Dink, 52, a prominent member of was a simple informer who did his
the help of Jesus Christ we overcame alimurderers. In short, the source of thisTurkey’s tiny Armenian minority, was “duty” by tipping off the police about the
the obstacles, hardships. We were wor-spring is the perception and discourse. Igunned down on January 19 outside theplot.
ried at the problems of our country am compliant against this discourse andoffices of his bilingual Turkish Arme- Meanwhile, several Turkish news-
together. And now, | cry with a deep the to the ones who speak it out. nian weekly Agos, in central Istanbul. papers on Monday quoted Hayal as say-
sadness. I, as a member of the people who The suspected gunman, 17-year-ing he and his comrades murdered Dink

Until today we were treated hu- live on this soil since Noah, want to old Ogun Samast, has admitted to shooton the orders of police officers. “I do not
miliated, insulted for being Armenians; feel and see my children and myself asing Dink because he was an “enemy ofknow what this ‘deep state’ means. |
we heard people use Armenian as aArmenian Turkish citizens, as the Turks,” the indictment says. Samastdon’t know whether it’s legal or illegal,
curse. We heard it and we still hear it equal citizens. faces 18 to 24 years for the murder andout one thing is sure — there was a group
from the newspapers, TVs, birth regis- Our proverb says “One who de- a further eight-and-a-half to 18 for be- controlling us in the police,” the Radikal
tration offices; from public servants to nies his origin is a siner”. What would longing to a terrorist organisation. The daily quoted Hayal as saying in a letter to
the highest authorities. Sometimes weyou expect from the one who denies orprosecution did not seek a life sentenceprosecutors.
were treated as if we were not citizens ofhides his origin? How can you establish because he is a minor, which is also why "Although you saw this, you have
this country, but migrants from some- a strong building, a good character overthe trial is closed to the public. not protected our rights. Now | ask you,
where else. We still withess all these anda faulty base? | ask you, can you trust Samast refused to speak atif we were used in the service of the
this structuring and this understanding; him? Does it mean that we are enemiesMonday'’s hearing, Dink family lawyer state, is it not the state’s duty to protect
this darkness continues to create mur<for not denying our origin? Fethiye Cetin told reporters. our rights?”
derer from babies. My beloved husband worked hard, Two other key figures - Yasin Police have not publicly commented

Verse 21:3 says “God wishes never lied, never acted unjustly, Hayal and Erhan Tuncel, both 26 - areon the accusations.
rightfullness and justice rather than never said a word against his countryaccused of leading the ultra-nationalist The European Union and human
sacrifices. Today, we see the babieseither here or abroad. He was agroup Samast belonged to and masterrights groups have shown a strong inter-
who became murderers here; wheredefender of truth and he lived as a trueminding the murder. They could be jailed est in the Dink case, saying it is a crucial
is the darkness that created them?  son and a true citizen. In return, he forlife withoutthe possibility of paroleif test for a justice system often criticised

The darkness | point to is not received the traitors bullet. found guilty. for political bias.
anyone unknown. You can find pieces Whatever the justice you will see The indictment says Tuncel was a "We will be closely watching how
of this darkness in Governorship, in fit, it will not bring my husband back. police informer who twice told officials the court handles any evidence that may
Gendarmarie, in Armed Forces, in Na- None of the rulings will be as equal as myin 2006 that Hayal was plotting to kill implicate the security forces,” said Holly
tional Intelligence Agency, in Police, in loss of my husband. If the justice is the Dink, but deliberately concealed the fact Cartner, Europe and Central Asia direc-
Government, in Opposition Part, in par- foundation of the land, then | am in that someone else would pull the triggertor at the New York-based Human Rights
ties that do not have a seat in the parliasearch of this justice. | want Turkey to because Tuncel himself was part of thewatch, in a weekend statement.
ment, and even in the media and the nonbuild upon this base. | want to see it plot. Several officials, including the head
governmental organizations. Their notinwords, | wantto see itin daily life, Hayal had earlier served 11 months of police intelligence in Istanbul, have
names, their positions are known. Theyin discourse. Therefore, | demand thatfor the 2004 bombing in Trabzon of a been sacked over their handling of the
continuously create murderers from all the responsible ones and the authoriMcDonalds restaurant, in which six case. Shortly after Dink’s murder, video
babies and they do it to serve Turkey. ties declare: "we could not, we did not people were injured, to protest againstfootage came to light showing Samast,

We have seen them in front of want to protect your husband, our citi- the US-led invasion of Iraq. He is also his suspected killer, striking a heroic
AGOS right after the Sabiha Gokcen zen. We knowingly committed a crime, accused of threatening Turkey’s 2006 pose alongside security force members
article and in front of the court houses we apologize.” Nobel Literature laureate Orhan Pamuk,apparently commending him for his act.
where my husband was being tried. But I demand from honorable court
for some reason, justice and judiciary which is the representative of the statemercy for them with the love and justice decide in line with your responsibility.
cannot reach to them, do not want tothat all the criminals receive the punish- of Jesus Christ, one who knows all, sees With my due respect,(RD/OD/EU)
reach to them. Because, they know thatmentthey deserve. | feel no hatred to anyall. | wish that with the help of the Holy
if they dig further they will see that this ofthem; onthe contrary | find all ofthem Spirit, they can feel that they need this
darkness exists in them also. miserable and | feel pity for them. | pray mercy. And | request that you act and

who has also contested the official line

* Translated from Turkish by
Ozlem Dalkyran.
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From Heiligendamm To Kennebunkport

Backers Of Armenian Genocide Bill Reach Majority

lution.

Mr. Darakjian emphasized the ex-
events in the Azeri expert community Representative Schiff, for his stead-treme importance of members of the
is not unequivocal. On the one hand,fast dedication to the Armenian Ameri- Armenian-American community to con-

Almost three weaks ago, at the they would like to use the potential can Cause. tinue to press their legislators to do the
G8 meeting in Germany, Russian Presi-possibility of American-Russian coop- Mr. Darakjian expressed his belief right thing, and support H.Res. 106.
dent Vladimir Putin made an unex- eration in the operating of the Gabalathat the Armenian Genocide resolution The Armenian Genocide Resolu-
pected proposal to his American col- radiolocation station and, on the otherwill not pass without the support of tion (H.Res.106) within the House of
league George W. Bush about the jointhand, there are a number of fears andnembers of Congress whose districtsRepresentatives is similar to the Arme-
use of the Gabala radiolocation stationdemands: lack a substantial Armenian- American nian Genocide Resolution in the Senate
in Azerbaijan. - in case of a resumption of constituency. The Armenian struggle is (S.Res,106) introduced by Assistant

This proposal was voiced within operations between the sides of thecontinuously facing obstacles from all Senate Majority Leader Dick Durbin (D-
the framework of the discussion which Nagorno Karabakh conflict, the radi- directions. As a consequence of thesell) and Senator John Ensign (R-NV).
emerged over the issue of placing theolocation station will attentively trace obstacles, seven cosponsors of H.ResCurrently S.Res,106 has thirty cospon-
elements of the U.S.’s new anti-mis- the whole information regarding the 106 withdrew their support of the reso- sors.
sile defence system in Europe. conflicting sides;

In V. Putin’s words, the agree- - when using the station at full The discussion of the Russian Notwithstanding, most probably, they
ment affecting Azerbaijan permits such capacity they must solve the problem proposal suggesting scrapping the planswill simultaneously continue to place
cooperation. The Russian Presidentof the negative effect of Gabala radi- to place elements of anti-missile de- their anti-missile defence complexes
stated that he has consulted with Azeriolocation station’s radiation on people’s fence in Poland and the Czech Repub-in Poland the Czech Republic.
leader llham Aliyev about that issue health and the environment in six re- lic, as well as about joint use of Gabala Regarding Baku’s hopes to make
and has received his support. gions of Azerbaijan; radiolocation station, will be continued use of the arisen situation for lobbying

The Gabala radiolocation station - in case of joint operation of the on July 1-2 during the negotiations of its interests in the issue of the Nagorno
is known to be part of a system of early radiolocation station by Americans and G. Bushand V. Putinin Kennebunkport Karabakh settlement, they are, most
warnings regarding rocket launchings Russians, Azerbaijan could become an(in the state of Maine). We do not probably, exaggerated. The picture
which was created as early as duringobject of attack for Iran. Thus, make the exception that from tactical would be alittle differentif Azerbaijan
the USSR years (1985-1987). Itis able Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minister stated considerations the Americans willagree were able to exploit that strategic en-
to instantly locate the launch of ballis- that his country’s position is that Presi- to joint use of Gabala radiolocation tity on its own.
tic and winged rockets at a distance ofdent Putin’s initiative should not cause Station, as this will be very beneficial
thousands of kilometers. One of its anxiety in Iran or other countries, as for them with respect to information.
advantages is the fact that it is situated‘Azerbaijan’s foreign policy and posi-
near the borders of Iran, the countrytion are first of all based on national
which is worrying the U.S. the most. interests.”

Naturally, as a result of the pro- - all plans to modernize Gabala
posals voiced at the G8 summit in radiolocation station, about which
Heiligendamm, Baku undertook a num- Russian officials gave statements,
ber of steps to raise its status in theshould be coordinated with Baku.
region and use the situation that arose The reaction of Azerbaijan’s
to lobby its interests in the issue of the neighbors to the possibility of joint
settlement of the Nagorno Karabakh Russian-American use of Gabala radi-
conflict. olocation station is guarded. Thus, the

Novruz Mamedov, the Head of Armenian Foreign Minister, Vardan
the International Contacts DepartmentOskanian, as a result of his meeting
of the Azeri President’s Administra- with Robert Simmons, the Special
tion, said: “...Yes, Azerbaijan has its Representative of NATO to the South
expectations in this issue. However, Caucasus, declared that Yerevan i}
we must take into consideration the apprehensive and his country is most
difficulties of world politics. It is un-  of all interested in how the joint use of
realistic to expect instant results. Baku Gabala radiolocation station by the U.S.
practises a balanced foreign policy andand Russia can report on the balancg
is trying to coordinate its interests of forces and issues of security in the
with those of the great powers.” region, as well as NATO'’s position in

Most of all, in the instance that this issue.

Moscow and Washington reach an Although it is known that NATO
agreement about the joint use of Gabalacountries’ Defence Ministers have al-
radiolocation station, the Azeri experts ready made a decision to strengther
hope for a change in Russia’s “pro- the anti-missile defence of the states
Armenian” position in the issue of the on the south flank of the Alliance,
Nagorno Karabakh settlement. military experts are starting to work on

President I. Aliyev expressed plans of anti-missile defence systems
readiness to hold consultations with which are to defend Turkey, Greece,
Russia and the U.S. on the issue ofBulgaria, and part of Romania from the

Through Gabala

Continued frompage 1

By David Petrosyan

“The Noyan Tapan Highlights”

Alexandria-Gyumri Sister City Committee and the Alexandria YA
Department of Recreation and Cultural Activities have been organizipg a
festival each year to support Armenians in Gyumri. The fifteenth arEuaI
Armenia Day Festival this year was held on Saturday, June 2, 2007 gt the
Market Square on King Street. There was delicious Armenian food,|live
entertainment, arts and crafts and displays from various Armenian culturgl and
charitable organizations.
AMAA participated with a display of books, brochures, pamphlets pnd
posters describing the Child Care programs in Armenia including the ¢€hild

Sponsorship and the Milk Programs. The story of Anoushik, the miracle ¢hild,

joint use of the Gabala radiolocation potential threat of Iranian rockets. was displayed which caught much attention. Anoushik, a child spongored
station: “I am proceeding from the As for Tehran, it is “attentively |through AMAA, miraculously survived a deadly leukemia, thanks to |the
strategic relations between the U.S.examining”the Russian proposal about] support of her sponsor.

and Russiathat, no doubt, if the projectjoint operation of the Gabala radioloca- The Alexandria-Gyumri Sister City Committee sponsors five needy
of jointuse of the Gabala radiolocation tion station with the U.S. Moreover, | childrenin Gyumri through AMAA. Funding for this sponsorship comes fiom
station is fulfilled, Azerbaijan’s signifi- Iran declared that it does not consider] the sale of food. Those who are interested to learn more about the comittee

or the festival can visit the website www.alexandria-Gyumri.org or corjtact
the AMAA headquarters at 201.265.2607.
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cance will increase.” the above-mentioned proposal of Mos-
Meanwhile, the reaction to these cow as hostile.

ARMENIAN

GLENDALE

VERDUGO PARK,
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Managerial Courses
I- Diffice Administrator

3- Administrative Assistant
4- ESL

5- Computerized Taxing

6- Medieal Billing

2- Computerized Accounting

. WWW.GILIGIACOLLEGE.COM
(818) 956 9600

CAMPLUS
2361 FLORENCITA DRIVE MONTROSE, CA 21020

OFFICE.

1650 FLOWER STREET, GLENDALE, CA 91201

Design Courses

T- Web-Site Design

8- Video & DVD Editing
0. 3D Modeling

10- 3-I» Animation

11- Graphic Design

12- I'hote Editing

13- AutoCAD

Our Dedication Is

To cducate key job skills for a better workforce performance.
To give you access to the opportunities and tools of the modern

employment markets.

To support the workforce development with a sustainable education.
To improve your job performance by developing vour skills.
We offer efficient course clusters for an intensive and competent training.

We Provide State Funded Program For
Employers and Employees (ETP)

We Accept Workers Compensation
Training Vouchers

Technical Courses

14- PC Systems Technicizan
15- Network Administrator
16- Desktop Pllh|iﬁhing

17- Visual Basic programmer
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HARUT DER-TAVITIAN
License FOB28270

1807 W. Glenoaks Blvd,, Suite 202
Clendale, CA 91201
Tel.: 818/502-32313

Fax: 818/502-3244
Pgr.: 818/608-9898

infofexcelhye.com
HYE INSURANCE 5SE www.excelhye.com

ALTCY = HOME & LIFE « HEALTH = DISABILITY = COMMERCIAL
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2wpwpwpbpphl:

New Offices For Lease
IN PASADENA

On Allen Ave. - South of Washington Blvd,

Available spaces are between

290sq.it. 70 460sq.ft.
ALL UTILITIES ARE INCLUDED

For More Details

Call Vartan
(626) 255-2537

ﬁ Merrill Lynch

INVESTMENT BANKING
JACK KALANJIAN

Professional Financial Advisor

Corporate Center Pesadens
225 S0, Lake Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91101
(626) 396-2825 Direct

(626) ATE-4665 Fax
jack_kalanjiang@ml.com

“Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth”
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Yes, | wish to subscribe to

Massis Weekly

Enclosed a check for (one year) $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canad&.

* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Overseaj.
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Name: --------————--—-
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City: --------- State:
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AGBU SOCIETY DINNER - OCTOBER 13, 2

GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNIOMN

Proud Past,
Exciting Future.

007

HUNTINGTON RITZ CARLTON HOTEL - PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS

AGBU Pasadena Chapter Cultural Committee

Presents

Sart Classes

Bring out the inner artist in your child.
Raffi "Bo" Boyadjian, Instructor
Ages 6 and Up
LESSONS OFFERED EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
Session One: 6:00 - 7:00pm
Session Two: 7:00 - 8:00pm
The Art Room - AGBU Pasadena Center
2495 L. Mountain Street, Masadena, CA 91104
For maore information, please call (626) 794-7942
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AGBU Pasadena Chapter

SUMMER
BASKETBAL CLINIC

*Learn the game of haskethall
*Improve your technigue
=Muake fricnds & have fun
TWO SESSIONS:
Session One: July 23 - July 27
Session Two: July 30 - Aug 3
Noow - 1:30pm B-10 yr. ald Boys & Girls
2:00 - 3:30Prm 11-12 yr. 0ld Boys & Girls
4:00 - 6:00em  13-14 yr. old Boys & Girls

ONLY 108 PER SESSITON
Basketball T-Shirt Included

AGBU Pasadena Center
2495 E. Mountain St., Pasadena, CA 91104
SIGN UP NOW
Mon-Thurs &-8 at the AGBU Center

For more information,
contact Mr. Hratch Mankerlan at £26 705 2675

YOGA CLASSES CONTINUING
For reserwation or infarmafion, call AG.B.L. office (6285 794-7842
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AGBU / AYA SCOUTS
Hf"" I Glendale:‘ asadtnaChaptcr

SCOUTS SUMMER CAMP 2007

Lake Isabella / Kern County
August 4 — 12, 2007

Cubs, Webelos, Juniors & Brownies Ages 7 — 11
Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts Ages 12 —

Join us now and attend
summer camp with the troop!

“Havak” every Saturday 3:00 — 5:00 pm

AGBU Pasadena Cenrter
:4*)5 |.'. ..'-.-'1.Hl.LH[i3i.]I -H-".... l]i.L'-iiI.I'.'I.I'_‘['IE. ':-.:.'SI. ';'.}l. ll:}qr-
For more informarion, please call (626) 794-7942

THE QUALITY AND EAFE (HI.'IIEE.”

NEW STUDENT EHHDLLHEHT GRADES 9-12

Experienced & Coring Foculty College Preparatory Programs

For mare information, Campus tour

and a meeting with the Principal, please coll 626-794-0363

An Unprecendented Art Show in Southern California!

NINE CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS FROM ARMENIA
September 28-30, 2007 - Boyajian Hall, AGBU Center, Pasadena

AGBU SPONSOR
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