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Ter-Petrosian Stepsin ToFreeDetained L oyalists

YEREVAN -- Former President
Levon Ter-Petrosian spent four hours
at apolicestationin Y erevan negotiat-
ing the release early on Wednesday of
a dozen loyalists who were arrested
whileurging Armeniansto take partin
his rally scheduled for Friday.

The eleven detainees, most of
them members of the Aylentrank (Al-
ternative) movement, were among
about a hundred Ter-Petrosian loyal-
ists who marched through the city
center on Tuesday evening to spread
word of the planned rally. They were
taken into custody after a scuffle with
security forces led by Colonel
Aleksandr Afian, deputy chief of the
Y erevan police.

Eyewitnesses said the violence
broke out after Afian demanded that
Aylentrank leader Nikol Pashinianhand
him a megaphone used during the
march. Pashinian, who is also the edi-
tor of Armenia's best-selling daily
newspaper, refused to obey the order,
they said.

“We told Afian that his actions
are illegal,” Tigran, a young member
of theradical opposition Hanrapetutyun
party also detained on the spot, told
RFE/RL. “He said, ‘| am the law and
you must do whatever | want.” Then
he called up [special police wearing]

Former President L evon Ter-Petrosian
wavingtothecrowd

red berets and they attacked and ar-
rested us.”

The police blamed the incident
on the demonstrators, accusing them
of disrupting public order. Colonel
Nerses Nazarian, the Yerevan police
chief said they interfered with traffic
and littered streets and building en-
trances with leaflets advertising the
Ter-Petrosian rally.

“People were complaining from
their balconiesthatitisinadmissibleto
toss those papers,” Nazarian told a

Continued on page3

U.S.ToAgainPressFor Turkish-Armenian
Rapprochement

The United States hopes to de-
fusethelatest surgein Turkish-Arme-
nian tensions and will make a fresh
attempt to help normalize Turkey's
strained relationship with Armenia, a
senior U.S. official said on Wednes-
day.

Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State Matthew Bryza said the contro-
versy surrounding the possible pas-
sage of a U.S. Congressional resolu-
tion recognizing as genocide the mass
killingsof Armeniansin Ottoman Tur-
key underscores the need for the two
neighboring states to have diplomatic
relations and an open border.

“This incident has demonstrated
in America, Armeniaand Turkey how
important it is that there be a serious
initiativetofully normalize Armenian-

Turkish relations,” he told RFE/RL in
Y erevan.

Bryza, who was visiting the Ar-
menian capital in his capacity as the
U.S. co-chair of the OSCE Minsk
Group, said hewill travel to Ankaraon
Thursday to discuss the matter with
Turkish leaders on the margins of a
Black Sea economic forum. “One of
my own main goals is to explore the
possibility of rejuvenating efforts to
bring the countries together,” he said.

“The resolution will either pass
or won't pass. Either way, thereisstill
going to be this problem out there that
he is behind the whole controversy
over theresolution. We haveto get the
two sides together,” he added.

Continued on page3

slogans.

Turkish ExtremistsDestroy and Burn
Armenian Cafein Brussels

Last Monday some 200 people, belonging to a Turkish extremist move-
ment, destroyed and set fire to the Jardin de Babylone Cafe owned by an Iraqi
Armenian in the Saint-Josse neighborhood of Brussels.

Shortly before, in the evening the hooligans pulled down and burned the
American flag which was hanging in front of the U.S. Embassy.

Mehmet Koksal, a Belgian journalist of Turkish origin, filmed the scene,
and was severely beaten by the extremists shouting hostile and insulting U.S.

This demonstration was percipitated by the Turkish-Kurdish
confrontation that hasclaimed livesof 12 Turkish soldiersare23 Kurdishrebels.

20 people were in the cafe at that moment. None of them was hurt.
However, a policeman, who was at the site, is reported to be injured.

Ahmading ad CutsShortArmeniaVisit

YEREVAN -- Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad rushed back
to Tehran on Tuesday, cutting short a
two-day official visit to Armenia for
reasons that were not immediately
clear. Armenian officials linked the
move with the political situation in
Iran.

Ahmadinejad arrivedin Y erevan
on Monday and held talks with Robert
Kocharian that focused on growing
bilateral cooperationintheenergy sec-
tor. The Iranian leader was scheduled
to beginthe second day of thetripwith
avisit to the Tsitsernakabert genocide
memorial in'Y erevan. Hewas also due
todeliver aspeechin Armenia sparlia-
ment and visit a 18th century lranian
mosque in the capital later in the day.

Althoughall of theseengagements
wereabruptly cancelled, Ahmadinejad
claimed on hisreturnto Tehran that he
did not cut short the visit. “Thetrip to
Armenia took longer than what was
scheduled before,” the Iranian state
news agency IRNA quoted him as
saying, according to AFP. “This trip
was due to last 22 hours but because
of somevisits, it became one hour and
half longer than the schedule.”

Iranian President Ahmadinejad during
apressconferenceinYerevan

A senior Armenian Foreign Min-
istry official told RFE/RL, however,
that Ahmadinejad did change his visit
itinerary which had been agreed by
both the Iranian and Armenian sides
beforehand. IRNA and other Iranian
news agencies themselves reported on
Monday he will address the National
Assembly and meet representatives of
the Iranian community in Armeniaon

Continued on page?2

HisHolinessCatholicosK arekinll HelpsToBuild
A HomeWith Habitat For Humanity
InNew Orleans

NEW ORLEANS-- HisHoliness
Karekin IlI, Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians is cur-
rently on aPontifical Visit to hisflock
in18citiesin 14 different states. Among
hispastoral visits, HisHolinessKarekin
Il was invited to New Orleans as the
special guest of Habitat for Humanity.
As part of the visit, the Catholicos
helped paint a Habitat for Humanity
home for a family made homeless by
thedevastation of HurricaneKatrinain
August, 2005.

On Tuesday evening, October
16th , Habitat for Humanity hosted a
reception in honor of the Catholicos
with Ecumenical and Civicleaders. On
Wednesday morning, His Holiness
Karekin Il helped to build a home in
Habitat for Humanity’s Musicians'
Village alongside other volunteers, in-
cluding His Eminence Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian, Primateof the Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church of
America (Eastern). Habitat for
Humanity’s Musician’s Village is the
outgrowth of New Orleans ' native
sons Winston Marsalis and Harry
Connick, Jr. who helped organize the
project to provide housing relief for
the hundreds of thousands whose
homes were destroyed by Hurricane
Katrina and the failure of 53 levies
along the Mississippi that resulted in
theflooding over 80% of New Orlean.
The storm is reported to have caused
over $81.2 billionin damage, trapping
more than 60,000 persons in the city

and killing more than 1,577 personsin
Louisianaalone.

The commitment of His Holi-
ness Karekin 11 to visit New Orleans
stemmed from his overall commit-
ment to the welfare of humanity and
his desire to thank the citizens of the
United States who came to the assis-
tance of Armeniain the aftermath of
thedevastating 1988 earthquakesthat
left 500,000 Armenians homeless.
His Holiness' hands-on work was a
demonstration of gratitude and ap-
preciation to Habitat for Humanity —
as well as a gesture of goodwill to
America.

Trading his Cavazan (scepter
depicting his authority as the head of
the Armenian Church) for apaint brush,
His Holiness Karekin Il and His Emi-
nence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian
laughed and smiled while helping the
new occupants of the home paint their
newly constructed house. In a light-
hearted conversationwithfamily mem-
bers, the Catholicosinvited the family
to visit Armenia.

The newly constructed Habitat
for Humanity home on which the
Catholicos and the Primate worked is
situated on an 8-acre parcel of land
which was selected for the construc-
tion of 70, single-family homes being
built by volunteers, donors, sponsors
and low-income families as part of a
Habitat for Humanity project. Since

Continued on page2
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Turkish Per spective

A Pyrrhic Victory

By Omer Taspinar
todayszaman.com

Thefrustration of Gunduz Aktan,
former ambassador and current Na-
tionalist M ovement Party (MHP) mem-
ber of Parliament said it all. Speaking
at a Washington think tank, the day
after the “yes” vote on the Armenian
resolution at the US House Committee
on Foreign Affairs, Aktan was upset
for morethan onereason. No doubt his
disappointment was largely dueto the
vote itself; but he was perhaps even
more irritated by Turkey’'s so-called
friends — the 21 members of Con-
gresswho opposed the Armenian reso-
[ution. Almost none of them believed
Turkey’ sversion of history about “the
events of 1915." They just believed
Turkey was geo-strategically too im-
portant an ally to offend in the middle
of awar where it was helping save the
lives of American soldiers. Some
friendship...

Aktan got the overall picture ex-
actly right. Though the tide is turning
in Turkey’s favor on the Armenian
resolution, it is too early to celebrate.
Y es, even some of the hard-core spon-
sors of the Armenian resolution are
backing off, however this has nothing
to do with their sudden discovery of
new historical factsproving Turkey is
right. Thereal reason things are going
Turkey's way is much simpler; last
week the American media picked up
the “genocide” story and humiliated
the House of Representatives. Yet it
was not a sight Aktan would have
enjoyed.

The story picked up by the na-
tional mediawas not what happened to
Armenians 90 years ago. The discus-
sion was once again about the geo-
strategic importance of Turkey and
bad timing. But there was also some-
thing quite disturbing as the story
gained national tractionon TV screens
— millions of Americans were ex-
posed to horrific pictures that they
would have never seen under normal
circumstances. For the average Joe,
these black-and-white picturesof life-
lessArmeniansprobably carried avague
sense of familiarity with picturesmen-
tally associated with the Jewish Holo-
caust. Thiswas a tragedy for Turkey.
This Armenian genocide/Jewish holo-
caust parallel is exactly what the Ar-
menian lobby wants Americansto be-
lieveand of coursewhat Ankararightly
tries to discredit. In a matter of sec-

onds the damage was done in the
subconscious of millions of average
Americans.

Of course most of the news sto-
riesdid not even dwell on such “insig-
nificant” historical details. This job
was left to the horrific pictures on the
background of the story. Instead, the
news tirelessly bashed Congress for
alienatingastrategically important“|s-
lamic” country (let theconspiracy roll!)
in a difficult part of the world. And
yes, the Turks were now very angry
— they were getting ready to invade
northern Iraq in retaliation for the Ar-
menian resolution. A niceimage of the
Turk, isn't it?

Charles Krauthammer’s Friday
columnin TheWashington Post saysit
all. Here is how Krauthammer opens
his column: “There are three relevant
guestions concerning the Armenian
genocide. (a) Didit happen?(b) Should
the House of Representatives be ex-
pressing itself on this now? (c) Was
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’ s deter-
mination to bring thisto avote, know-
ing that it risked provoking Turkey
into withdrawing crucial assistance to
American soldiersin Irag, aconscious
or unconscious attempt to sabotage
the US War effort?”’

And here is how Krauthammer
answers these questions: “(a) Yes,
unequivocally. (b) No, unequivocally.
(c) God only knows.” And here comes
his dagger: “That between 1 million
and 1.5 million Armenians were bru-
tally and systematically massacred
starting in 1915 in a deliberate geno-
cidal campaign is a matter of simple
historical record. If you really want to
deepen and broaden awareness of that
historical record, you should support
the establishment of the Armenian
Genocide Museum and Memorial in
Washington. But to pass a declarative
resolution in the House of Representa-
tives in the middle of a war in which
we areinordinately dependent on Tur-
key would be the height of irresponsi-
bility.”

Did Nancy Pelosi really want to
cause more problemsfor Bushinlrag?
“l leave the answer to psychiatry,”
answersKrauthammer. Thisisthestate
of affairs in Washington regarding
Turkey and the Armenian question.
Yes, the tide has turned against the
“genocide” resolution. We won an
important battle, but make no mistake
— wearelosing thewar. For now let’s
celebrate our pyrrhic victory.

HisHolinessHelpsToBuild AHomeln New Orleans

Continued frompagel

groundbreaking began in March 2006,
40 homes have already been com-
pleted.

HisHolinessKarekin|l and Habi-
tat for Humanity have signed an agree-
ment designed to promote the con-
struction of Habitat for Humanity
homesin Armenia. The Catholicoshas
previously participated in Habitat for
Humanity’s annual home blitz build
and the Jimmy Carter Work Project,
where he worked along side former
President Carter to build houses for
low-income families. The project led
to the Catholicos giving his blessing

for a home-building event to be cre-
ated and held in Armenia which be-
cometheHisHolinessKarekin|l Work
Project.

In April 2006, the Armenian
Churchand Habitat for Humanity signed
an agreement of long-term coopera-
tion. The agreement created the His
HolinessKarekin|l Work Project. This
wasaimed at alleviating housing prob-
lems in Armenia and throughout the
world. Thefirst “ Catholicos Karekin
Il Work Project ” was held in Gavar,
Armenia, where a building was reno-
vated in partnership with 24 families.
An additional 13 homes were built
around the country.

Why Did Iran’sAhmading ad Cut Short
Armenia Visit?

RFE/RL

Amid speculation over why Ira-
nian President Mahmud Ahmadinejad
suddenly cut short a visit to Armenia
today, senior Armenian officials have
told RFE/RL that it may havebeendueto
the “deteriorating health” of Iran’s Su-
premel eader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

AhmadingjadhadarrivedinY erevan
on October 22 for two days of talkswith
President Robert Kocharian and other
Armenian officials on joint energy and
transportation projects. But today, the
hard-line president suddenly skipped a
planned visit to amemorial for the vic-
tims of the Ottoman Turkish massacre
of Armenians some 90 years ago — an
event that Yerevan wants the world to
recognize as genocide.

Armenian officials have said
Ahmadingjad told them that he had to
leave early due to unexpected devel op-
ments in Iran. But upon his arrival in
Tehran, the president told Iranian jour-
nalists that he had stayed even longer
than planned.

Senior Armenian officials say
Ahmadingjad may have left early be-
cause the health of Khamenei, long be-
lieved to be poor, had takenaturnfor the
worse. “ There are different suggestions
that some problems have arisen inside
Iran connected to the health of
Khamenei,” leading parliamentarian Vic-
tor Dalakian told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Servicein Y erevan.

Another Armenian official, speak-
ing to RFE/RL on the condition of ano-
nymity, also cited Khamenei’ s“ deterio-
rating health” as a possible reason for
Ahmadingjad’ s sudden return home.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry in-
sisted earlier this year that the supreme
leader is doing fine, despite persisent
reports to the contrary.

Reportsin Armeniaand elsewhere
haveal so speculatedthat Ahmadingjad' s

early departure may have been con-
nected to an internal Iranian power
struggletied to the recent resignation of
Iranian nuclear negotiator Ali Larijani,
who was seen as close to Khamenei.

Hewasreplaced by Said Jalili, who
isreportedly closeto Ahmadingjad. Both
Jalili and Larijani werein Rometoday for
nuclear talkswith European Union offi-
cias.

There' s a'so has been speculation
that Ahmadinejad cut short his visit to
avoid planting a tree at a memorial to
victims of the Ottoman massacre of
Armenians— amovethat somebelieve
would have angered Turkey.

Theissue made headlines after the
Foreign Affairs Committee in the U.S.
Houseof Representativesrecently passed
anonbinding resol ution that would rec-
ognize thekillings as genocide.

“With this step, [Ahmadingjad]
showed that Turkey, and relations with
Turkey, are more important for Iran
than Armenian sensitivities,” Rasim
M usabekov, aBaku-based political ana-
lyst, told RFE/RL’ sAzerbaijani Service.
“It' sarational move, and he'sdoneitin
a smart way.”

But other have noted that Turkish-
Iranian ties suffered no obvious damage
in September 2004, after then-lIranian
President M ohammad K hatami lai dflow-
ers at the same memorial in Y erevan.

Andonhistrip, Ahmadine ad com-
mented directly on the massacre, saying
on October 22 that he was “against the
brutality” waged on Armenians during
thewaning daysof the Ottoman Empire.

He also said that Iranian Arme-
nians, who constitute one of Iran's
main ethnic groups, are free every
year to commemorate the mass kill-
ings on April 24. He did not use the
word genocide, but ethnic Armenians
in Iran have a monument in Tehran
which commemorates the tragedy as
genocide.

Ahmading ad CutsShort ArmeniaVisit

Continued frompagel

the second day of the trip.

Theabrupt end of Ahmadinejad’ s
visit coincided with the start of nego-
tiations in Rome on Iran’s controver-
sial nuclear program. Iran’s new
nuclear negotiator, Saeed Jalili, was
dueto hold hisfirst talksthere over the
atomic crisis with European Union
foreign policy chief Javier Solana.

Ahmadinejad flew back to Tehran
at around noon after a breakfast meet-
ing parliament speaker Tigran Torosian,
Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian and
Energy Minister Armen Movsisian.
Torosian said afterwards that the visit
was cut short due to unspecified “in-
ternal issues’ in Iranian.

“It is not customary to discuss
such issues [with foreign officials,]”
Torosian told reporters. “Especially
considering the fact the visit was not
initiated by the National Assembly.”

“Mr. Ahmadinejad asked me to
tell our parliamentariansthat heregrets
the need to interrupt the visit and re-
turnto Iran and that hewill not be able
to visit the parliament,” he told the
National Assembly later in the day.

Deputy Foreign Minister Gegham
Gharibjanian, who was al so present at

the meeting, said the Iranian side pre-
sented “very serious arguments’ in
favor of the change of plans but de-
clined to disclosethem. “| spoketo the
Iranian deputy foreign minister,” said
Gharibjanian. “Hesaid thereareurgent
issues and that they have to depart.”

Gharibjanian also insisted that
Ahmadingjad’'s visit was “very suc-
cessful.” “A lot of progress was made
on serious [Armenian-lranian] eco-
nomic projects,” he said.

Speaking at ajoint news confer-
ence, Ahmadinejad said Iran remains
committed to deepening ties with Ar-
menia as it believes they are “very
important” for the two nations and the
region as a whole. “Fortunately, Ar-
menian-Iranian relations are warm,
strong and developing,” he told pro-
fessors and students at Y erevan State
University later onMonday. “ Relations
that are based on friendship, justice
and mutual respect.”

Ahmadinejad stressed at the same
timethat Tehran and Y erevan are only
“at the beginning of the road” and that
their relationship hasa“ bright future.”
“1 believe we should step up effortsto
deepen our relations in the scientific,
cultural andintellectual spheresandto
develop our infrastructures,” he said.
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| mportant Developmentsin TheFight For
Armenian GenocideRecognition In TheUK

LONDON -- Two important de-
velopments in the fight for Armenian
Genocide recognition in the UK took
place last week

1- Meeting with the Minister
for Europe

For the first time in eleven years,
Armenianlobbyistswereinvited to meet
the minister responsible for the Geno-
cideissue, thanksto the help of Andrew
George MP, a long-time supporter
of genocide recognition in the House of
Commons. The minister is the newly -
promoted Mr Jim Murphy. He listened
carefully to three separate perspectives
ontheissue: Historical, Moral and Politi-
cal.

He was assured of the wide con-
sensus by impartial historiansregarding
the truth of the genocide by historian
Christopher Walker, whoalso putit that
Genocide Recognition by the UK would
help Turkey cometo termswithits past.

He was briefed on the replies
received fromhispredecessors, by Eilian
Williams and was told that the often-
repeated “neither this government, nor
previous governments have found
the evidencetobesufficiently unequivo-
cal” was disingenuous and misleading
as no historians or genocide scholars
were ever consulted by this or previous
governments. He was updated on the
Recognition of the Genocide in Wales,
andtheunveiling of the Armenian Geno-
cideMonument in Cardiff on November
392007. He showed surprisethat by this
week (until 16" October 2007) 175 fel-
low MPshaveaready signed Early Day
Motion 357 recognizing the Genocide,
making it the second most successful
foreign affairs EDM in parliament.

A description of the palitical con-
sequences of the Genocide and its
denial on Armenia s security wasgiven
by Bernard Nazarian. He described how
the Genocide had deprived Armenia of
most of its historic lands and that today
Armenianswereforced to livein astrip
of land at the eastern extremity of his-
torical Armenia blockaded and threat-
ened from the West (by Turkey) and
from the east (by Azerbaijan).

Mr Murphy (the Minister for
Europe) promised to examine the issue
with an open mind and to consult his
fellow M Ps. The meetingwasfacilitated
by Mr Andrew George MP whose state-
ment isbelow. Armenia Solidarity L ob-

byists, part of the Coalition which aso
includes theBritish-Armenian All-Party
Parliamentary Group, Nor Serount Pub-
lications and Armenian Genocide Trust
were accompanied by historian Christo-
pher Walker.
2 - Message from gover nment
minister Ed Balls

TheRtHon. EdBallsMPagovern-
ment minister and close to the Prime
Minister Gordon Brown, sent amessage
toWales-ArmeniaSolidarity wishingthe
event in Cardiff on the 3 November
2007 (unveiling of the Welsh National
Monument to the Armenian Genocide)
“every success’. No such message from
agovernment ministerintheUK hasever
been received before.

Press Statement By Andrew
George, MP House Of Commons
Historic move to encourage govern-
ment recognition of
Armenian Genocide

Andrew George MP led a small
delegation to meet Minister for Europe,
Jm Murphy MP, today (Tuesday) to
discuss proposals that the UK Govern-
ment should now recognize the massa-
creof Armeniansbetween 1915-1923 as
genocide.

This was the first meeting be-
tween campaigners for the recognition
of the Armenian Genocide and a UK
Foreign OfficeMinister sinceL abor took
power over 10 years ago. Alongside Mr
GeorgewasEilianWilliamsand Bernard
Nazarian of the ArmeniaSolidarity Soci-
ety andthehistorian Christopher Walker,
author of * Armenia: survival of anation’.

Mr George described this as the
“beginning of a conversation” to hope-
fully agreeand acknowledgethehistoric
accuracy of what happened to Arme-
nians during this period and to reflect
upon the contemporary political context
of any decisions taken.

Mr George said: “There are still
somesurvivorsof thisgenocidelivingin
Armenia. The sensitivity of what hap-
pened still runs very high. | am pleased
that the new Minister has agreed to
review the history and political context
and to continue this conversation.”

Currently 22 countries recognize
the Armenian genocide and earlier this
month members of the US Congres-
sional Foreign Relations Committee
passed aresol ution labelling thekillings
as genocide.

“DOWN IN TURKEY FAR AWAY™

HUMANRIGHTS, THEARMENIAN

MASSACRES OF 1895-96, AND

ORIENTALISM INIMPERIAL GERMANY

L ecture by
Margaret Lavinia Anderson
Department of History University of California, Berkeley

Friday, November 2, 2007, 1 p.m.
6265 Bunche Hall (History Conference Room)

Sponsored by the UCLA
Armenian Sudies Program, Department of History,
and the National Association for Armenian

Professor M .L.AndersontoDiscuss
1895-96 Armenian M assacresat UCL A

“DOWN IN TURKEY FAR
AWAY" — Human Rights, the Arme-
nian Massacres of 1895-96, and
Orientalism in Imperial Germany, is
the topic of a lecture to be given by
Professor Margaret Lavinia Anderson
on Friday, November 2, at 1 p.m. in
the History Conference Room, 6265
Bunche Hall, on the UCLA campus.
Thelectureissponsored by the UCLA
Armenian Studies Program and De-
partment of History and the
National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research.

Margaret Anderson is Professor
of History at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, and an established scholar
in Modern German and European his-
tory andin German-Ottomanrelations.
She will discuss the responses to the
Hamidian massacres, highlighting the
differences between Germany and the

rest of the West and the reasons for
those differences. This is a part of a
larger study that Anderson has under-
taken on German-Ottoman/Turkish
relations from the Armenian massa-
cres of the 1890s to the 1930s.

The lecture is free and open to
thepublic. Parkingisavailablein struc-
ture 2 (Hilgard and Westholme en-
trance) and structure 3 (Hilgard and
Wyton Entrance) for $8.00 or, if avail-
able, in metered parking areas. Eleva-
tors may be taken to the sixth floor of
Bunche Hall. The conference room is
down the corridor. For further infor-
mation, contact:

Richard Hovannisian
hovannis@history.ucla.edu

Peter
cowe@humnet.ucla.edu

Marc Mamigonian
Marc@naasr.org

Cowe

Ter-Petrosian Stepsin To Free Detained L oyalists

Continued frompagel

news conference. “That also got us
worried and we repeatedly warned
[the demonstrators.]”

“The purpose of the action was
evident: to provoke some confrontation
with the police,” Nazarian said, adding
that Afian and four other policemen
sufferedinjuriesintheensued melee. He
described Afian as the number one vic-
tim of theviolence, saying that the oppo-
sitionists pulled his shirt, threw off his
hat and scratched his hands.

Nazarian confirmed that thepolice
opened a criminal case in connection
withtheincident under thearticlesof the
Armenian Criminal Code dealing with
“hooliganism” and assault on state offi-
cias.

Pashinian and his alies dismissed
theofficial version of events, saying that
their street march did not violate
Armenia slaw on public gatheringsand
was not banned by the Y erevan munici-
pality. They accused security forces of
violatingtheir civil rightsand demanded
criminal proceedings against Afian.
“Sashik Afianbehavedlikeastreet crimi-
nal,” charged Pashinian.

Pashinian and the ten other activ-
ists, among them the female editor of
another pro-Ter-Petrosian newspaper,
were set free early in the morning after
Ter-Petrosian’s four-hour negotiations
with Afian held at the police headquar-
ters of Yerevan's central Kentron dis-
trict. Ter-Petrosian arrived at the police
building at around midnight ashundreds
of his supporters stood outside it do
demand therelease of the arrested activ-
ists. They greeted him with “Levon!
Levon!” chants.

Ter-Petrosian, accompanied by
businessman and parliament deputy
Khachatur Sukiasian, emerged from the

building several minuteslater tourgethe
crowd to “cam down.” “We are going
to clear up everything,” he said. “Enjoy
your cigarettes, exchangejokesand have
fun.”

The Kentron police headquarters
wasearlier visited by threeparliamentar-
ians representing the opposition
Zharangutyun (Heritage) party aswell as
Armenia’ s human rights ombudsman,
Armen Harutiunian. Accordingtooneof
theparliament deputies, Zaruhi Postanjian,
someof thedetaineeslookedinjured. But
Harutiunian said he found no traces of
violence on their faces and saw “beaten
police officers’ instead.

“They had no right to demand the
megaphone,” Harutiuniantold RFE/RL .
“Every citizen who wants to organize a
march has the right to propagate it by
lawful means, including a megaphone.”

The oppositionists were set free
after signingapledgenottoleaveY erevan
pending the investigation. A defiant
Pashinianheldanimprovisedrally at the
scene. “We have shown that we are not
going to bow to lawlessness,” hesaid. “I
told Sashik Afian that he will end up in
jal”

The outspoken editor also thanked
Ter-Petrosian for arranging his and his
comrades’ release. “For us, Levon Ter-
Petrosian is now not only a presidential
candidate but a comrade-in-arms,” he
said to rapturous applause.

Friday’s rally iswidely seen as a
further step towards Ter-Petrosian's
participation in the upcoming presiden-
tial vote. The62-year-old ex-presidentis
increasingly emerging asthe main chal-
lenger of the election favorite, Prime
Minister Serzh Sarkisian.

Ter-Petrosian’ spolitical alliessay
the authorities are increasingly worried
about his political comeback and are
doing everything to disrupt hisrally. .

U.S. ToPressFor Turkish-Armenian Rapprochement
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In Bryza swords, many officials
in Ankara now recognize the need to
reconsider Turkey’s policy towards
Armenia. “It is outrageous that the
[Turkish-Armenian] borderisclosed,”
the official said. “1 think that there are

alot of peoplein the upper reaches of
the Turkish government who recog-
nizethat an open border would change
the strategic map herein avery posi-
tiveway. | hope that we can convince
everybody in the region, including in
Azerbaijan, that that's indeed the
case.”
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A New School Year Begins at St. Nersess
Seminariansin Retreat at Ararat Center

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- Tradi-
tionally, Labor Day weekend is an
occasion when Americans take time
off from their busy and laboriouswork
schedules and enjoy the last lazy days
of summer relaxing. St. Nersess Semi-
nary has had along-standing tradition
that on Labor Day weekend, seminar-
ians and faculty begin the new school
year with an orientation retreat which
offered an opportunity to prepare for
the upcoming academic year.

Joining thereturning studentsfor
the 2007-2008 academic year was
Deacon Mkrtich Ksachikyan from the
Western Diocese. Deacon Mkrtich, a
recent graduate of UCLA, joinsfellow
Californianthirdyear seminariansDea-
conRyan Tellalianand Megan Jendian
(Thir).

gian Y eghishespeaksof thisas" double
hope” in his history of Vartanants. Fr
Daniel Findikyan, Dean of the Semi-
nary, spoke of faith in Jesus Christ as
a “double hope”; that in our death we
live in His hope and in our battles
against evil, we too then live in His
hope. A discussion then ensued about
how one can acquire an attitude of
“double hope’ as seminarians at St.
Nersess, studying and preparing for
the priesthood and other ministries.

On Sunday morning, the semi-
narians and faculty traveled to St. Pe-
ter Armenian Church in Watervliet,
NY, where they were invited to serve
at the Holy Altar by the pastor, Fr.
Bedros Kadehjian, an alumnus of St.
Nersess Seminary. Fr. Daniel cel-
ebrated Badarak.

Archbishop bar samianwith seminarians- (1st row, left toright) Sub-Deacon Justin

‘l-lr

Ajamian; Benjamin Rith-Najarian, newly ordained Thir: Abp. K hajagBar samian,
St. NersessBoard President & Eastern DiocesePrimate; rchpriest Fr. Karekin
Kasparian,former St. Ner sessDean; Deacon VaheHovsepian; and M egan Jendian;
(back row, left toright) Deacon Ryan Tellalian; Fr.Daniel Vartabed Findikyan,
Dean of St. Nersess; Prof. Edward Mathews; Gregory Andonian; and Deacon
Mkrtich Ksachikyan. (Seminarian Harry T chrtchenian missing from photo.)

The theme of this year’s retreat,
BestronginthelLordistaken from St.
Paul’ sletter to the Ephesians. St. Paul,
in chapter six, suggests that we “put

Megan Jendian

on the full armor of God so that you
can stand against thedevil’ sschemes.”

The opening activity of the re-
treat was to define the terms “strong”
and “weak” and understand these
words from both a worldly perspec-
tive and a spiritual one. During the
discussion, a personal inventory was
taken by the participants.

Being blessed inlifewith faithis
awonderful gift that God hasgiven us.
But to be doubly blessed is an even
more potent gift. Itis God’'s grace to
us. The Armenian historian-theolo-

Following Badarak on Sunday
afternoon, Fr. Stepanos and Y eretzgin
Paul ette Doudoukjian hosted the Semi-
nary community at their home for a
thoroughly enjoyabl e shish kebab din-
ner. However, not only was physical
food provided, but the group went on
ahiketoalocal wildlifepreserveandit
was there that Fr Stepanos led a me-
diation onthetheme, “ Jesus, theliving
water”. Fr. Stepanos, also aSt. Nersess
alumnus, hasrecently joined the Semi-
nary asitsfull time Director of Y outh
and Vocations. In this new position,
Fr. Stepanos will work primarily to
buildrel ationshipsbetween St. Nersess
and youth who are considering the
priesthood and/or other church minis-
tries as a vocation.

Back at Ararat Center, Dr.
Roberta Ervine, Professor of Arme-
nian Studies, offered astirring presen-
tation on “Putting on the Armor of
God,” based on Ephesians 6:13-17.

The final session of the retreat
focused on Jesus Beatitudes found in
Matthew 5:3-12.

Megan Jendian, athird-year semi-
narianwhowill graduatein December to
begin her ministry in the Department of
Y outh and Education at the Armenian
Diocesan Center in New Y ork, had this
to say about the weekend: “ The retreat
was of utmost importance and value for
uswho were called together to call upon
the Lord. It isessentia to set time aside
asagroup for prayerful, thoughtful, and

CSUNAIlumni and FriendsArmenian Sudies
Program Banquet a Resounding Success

NORTHRIDGE, CA -- The Ar-
menian StudiesProgram at the Califor-
nia State University, Northridge
(CSUN), has rendered an invaluable
serviceto the Armenian community in
Southern Californiaand the campus at
large for the past 24 years. Assuch, it
has exposed thousands of youths of
Armenianoriginand other nationalities
to Armenian language, literature, cul-
ture, and other related topics. Inorder
for the Program to continue its impor-
tant mission with a new zeal, recently
the Alumni and Friends of the Arme-
nian Studies Program (AFASP) was
organized as a support group and to
raise public awareness about CSUN’s
role in the promotion of Armenian
Studies.

As such, AFASP hosted a very
successful banquet on Saturday, Sep-
tember 29, 2007, at the University’'s
elegant Grand Salon. The Banquet
Committeewashonored and thrilledto
have renowned historian Prof. Rich-
ard G. Hovannisian as the keynote
speaker. His topic dealt with “Links
and Gaps in Modern Armenian His-
tory.”

Followingwelcoming remarkshby
AFASP president and MC Hasmig
Baran, Rev. Fr. Khoren Habeshian
blessed the tables, after which the
attendeesenjoyed adeliciousdinnerin
a tranquil ambiance with light back-
ground music.

CSUN College of Humanities
Dean Dr. Elizabeth Say shared her
views about the importance of the
Armenian Studies Program in this
multi-cultural society and age of glo-
balization, restating her full support to
the Program.

Director of the Armenian Studies
Program Prof. Vahram Shemmassian
furnished information regarding the
significant contingent of about 3,500
Armenian students on campus, mak-
ing it number one in terms of having
the highest number of Armenian uni-
versity students outside of Armenia
proper. The Program started in 1983
by Prof. Hermine Mahseredjian,
Shemmassian continued, highlighting

its benefits from the perspectives of
ethnic identity preservation and em-
ployment opportunities. The Program
offers fourteen courses in language,
literature, culture, and rel ated subjects
that may lead to a B.A. degree in
Languages and Cultures with Arme-
nian concentration, an Armenian Mi-
nor, an Armenian Concentration, or an
Armenian Certificate. Shemmassian
concluded his presentation by thank-
ing the members of the Banquet Com-
mittee one by one for their dedicated
work. The Committee included, in
a phabetical order, HasmigBaran, Faith
Chakerian, Gevork Gabrelian, Ara
Injgjikian, Patil Kasparian, Hermine
Mahseredjian, Gagik Melikyan, and
AdrineeTufenkjian.

Violinist Armen Mankasaryan
entertained the guests with lively Ar-
menian and international musical se-
lections, followed by vocalist Gagik
Badalyan, who captivated theaudience
through amedl ey of popular Armenian
traditional songs.

Prof. Hovannisian, holder of the
Armenian Educational FoundationChair
inModern ArmenianHistory at UCLA
and author of numerous books and
studies, delivered a passionate and
thought-provoking speech. He under-
scored thefact that there are still many
episodes and issues in modern Arme-
nian history that require investigation
and critical analysisincluding, but not
limited to, a comparison between the
First (1918-1920) and Third (current)
Armenian Republics and a probe into
the Armenian repatriation from the
Diaspora to Soviet Armenia during
1946-1947.

CSUN Chemistry Prof. Gagik
Melikyan presented Prof. Hovannisian
with atoken gift in appreciation of his
contributionsto Armenian scholarship
and efforts at raising awareness about
the Armenian Genocide.

Mrs. Baran, who ably MC'd the
evening, intermittently recognized sev-
eral distinguished guestsand concluded
the banquet by expressing her grati-
tudeto all donorsand thosefriendsand
supporters who were present.

reflectivedisciplines.” LeavingtheArarat
Center andreturninghometo St. Nersess,
M egan expressed the sentiments of oth-
ers in the seminary community when
she said, “I am eager to begin the new
seminary year revitalized and ever more
thankful for the gift of life.”

“It is fitting for the Seminary—

students, faculty and staff—as a theo-
logical institution to commence the
school year in prayer and reflection,”
reflected Fr. Daniel Findikyan, clearly
pleased with the outcome of the retreat.
“The Ararat Center always providesthe
perfect environment for an uplifting and
spiritual orientation retreat for us.”
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network, We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
* Individual and Family Plans
* Plans for Small Businesses

* Dental Coverage

* Medicare Supplement Plans

Authorized Independent Agent
1807 W GLENOAKS BLVD, #202
GLENDALE, GA 91201

(818) 502-3233
HARUT@EXCELHYE.COM
WWW.EXCELHYE.COM

CA Insurance
License #0B28270
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Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

s Life Insurancea
by BT L & Meaith insurance Compdrry

* HSA-Compatible Plans

by BC Life & Heaith insurence Comparny

+ Integrated Workers' Compensation

by Empdorpers Compensatian Insumance Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health care!

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

BlueCross

of California

The Power of Blug™

Blue Cross ol Calilornia [BOD) and BC Lile & Health nsurance Compary (BCLEH] are
Independent Licensees of the Blue Cross Associastion [BCAL The Pawer af Blue and the Bluese
Cross name and symbaol are registered service marks of the BCA. G205 BOC.
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The Second

North American tour
of the award-winning
performing arts troupe of

the Nork Children’'s Center,

the "HAYORTATS".

Present

One-of-a kind tour de force, coined as the

“Armenian Cirque Du Soleil”
Unparalleled talent, spirit and vitality,

the troupe of over 60 young and dynamic
performers will delight and entertain with a
mix of traditional Armenian and contemporary
art forms; song, dance, instrumental music,
dramatic recitation as well as skillful and thrilling gymnastics and aerobatics

“"HAYORTATS"

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

THURESDAY, NOVEMBER B, 2007

AGBU MANODOGIAMN-DEMIRDJIAN STHOOL
BHdd OAKDALE AVEMUIE,
STUDENT PERFORMARCE

CAMDGA PARE

DD PM, 51200

FRIDAY, NOVEMEBER B, 2007
AGEL MANOOGEIAM-DEMIRDJIAN SCHOOL
GH44 DARDALE AVEMUE, CANDGA PARK

800 PM, $30.00

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2007

AGBU ALEX MAMOOGIAN CENTER
24893 B
B:O0 PM, $30.00

RIOILIMTAIN STHEET, Patsis [ FEM&

COMTACT THE AGBU QFFICES

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2007

ALGBEU ALEX MAMNOOGIAN CTEMTER

2485 E. MOLINTAIN STREET, FASADEMNA
GALA PERFORMAMCE

500 PM, 5 100.00

THLURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2007

AGEU ALEX MANOOGIANM CENTER
2485 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADEMNA
STUDENT PERFORMANMLCE

400 PM, 512,00

FOR INFORMATION & TICKETS

T

AT |

FRIDAY, NOVEMEBER 16, 2007

WESTERN DIOCESE ARMEMIAN CTHURCH
3325 M. GLEMNOAKS BLYD., BURBAME
8:00 FM, $320.00

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2007

AGEL ALEX MANMOOGIAN CENTER
2485 E. MOUNTAIM STREET, PASADEMA
8200 FM, 20,00

SUMDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2007

AGEU ALEX MAMOOGIANM CEMTER
24895 E. MOUNTAIMN STREET, PASADEMA
5:00 PM, £30.00

AGEU MAMNOCOGIAN-DEMIRDJIAN SCHOOL

626.794.7942 818.883.2428
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