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Mediatorsin
Last-DitchBid To
Broker Karabakh Deal

YEREVAN -- International me-
diators met Armenian leaders on Tues-
day during their latest round of regional
shuttlediplomacy which they hopewill
yield a framework agreement on
Nagorno-Karabakh before Armenia's
upcoming presidential election.

The French, Russian and U.S. co-
chairsof the OSCEMinsk Grouparrived
inY erevanthepreviousnight from Baku
where they held similar talks with
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliev and
Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov.

Thegroup’ sU.S. co-chair, Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State Matthew
Bryza, said the mediators are trying to
“work out the remaining small differ-
ences’ on a framework peace accord
which they formally presented to the
conflicting parties in November. “I'm
hopeful that we will do a good job in
hel ping the presidentsfigure out theway
forward,” he told reporters.

Bryzadeclined to comment on the
mediators’ chances of brokering an Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani peace deal before
the February 19 election in Armenia.
“There is no way to predict whether
there will be an agreement before the
Armenian €lections,” he said.

“Each side hasitsviewsthat it has
to protect and wants to interpret every
word very carefully. That takes time.
We can't rush it. We need to give the
presidentstime,” added the U.S. envoy.

L evon Ter-Petrosian Confident Of Election Triumph
“I will not appeal to Russia, America, Europe or anyone else.
| don’t need power granted to me from abroad.”

YEREVAN -- Former President
Levon Ter-Petrosianon Friday referred
to himself and hisloyalists asthe only
“real” oppositionto Armenia scurrent
leadership and said he is confident
about beating Prime Minister Serzh
Sarkisian in next month’ s presidential
election.

At his first news conferences in
more than a decade, Ter-Petrosian
said he will urge supporters to take to
the streets of Yerevan if the vote is
falsified by the authorities. He also
spokefavorably about international me-
diators' existing plan to resolve the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, sayingthat
it isessentially identical with a peace
deal he had advocated while in power.

“I"m not going to comment on
Serzh Sarkisian’s scenarios,” Ter-
Petrosian said when asked about up-
beat statements made by the govern-
ment camp. “1 have my scenario and |
will realizeit.

“l am convinced that that sce-
narioisworking. And while others say
‘We will win,” | say ‘I have already
won.””

Ter-Petrosian played down
Sarkisian’ sgovernment leversandfor-
midable propaganda machine, claim-
ing that senior government and |law-
enforcement officials will start defy-
inggovernment orders“in 10-20days.”
Hesaid heisal so succeedingin getting

his anti-government
message across be-
cause he and parties
supporting him are
“the only real force
opposed to the au-
thorities.”

“I have aready
spoken to half amil-
lionpeople,” hesaid.
“The brochures and
DvDs of my
speeches have al-
ready reached them.
No other candidate
has such audience.
Even the candidate
of power who sup-
posedly talks to the
people through 15 TV stations. They
don’t watch and listen to him.”

Ter-Petrosian was repeatedly
asked by journalists what hewill do if
he concludes that the presidential bal-
lot has been rigged in Sarkisian's fa-
vor. “Being conscious of my rights,
being well aware of our constitution
andlawsandinternational legislation, |
would take all steps stemming from
that legislation: demonstrations,
marches, pickets, court actions,” he
replied. “ Thisis going to be my path.”

Still, it remained unclear if Ter-
Petrosian is ready to stage the kind of
post-election street protests that

A

Former President Levon Ter-Petrosian duringhis
pressconference
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brought down governments in neigh-
boring Georgia and other former So-
viet republics in recent years. He
stressed only that he will steer clear of
any violent actions.

The 63-year-old former scholar
also made it clear that Western moni-
tors’ opinion about the Armenian
government’s conduct of the upcom-
ing election will not serve as the “su-
preme judgment” to himself and his
political allies. Hepointedtotheirlargely
positive assessment of Armenia’ sMay
2007 parliamentary el ectionsthat con-

Continued on page3

aninternational tender.

Russian Company TakesOver Armenian Railway

Russia's state-run railway operator formally took over the long-term
management of Armenia’ srail network on Wednesday, pledging to giveit anew
lease of life with hundreds of millions of dollars in investments.

Transport and Communications Minister Andranik Manukian signed a 30-
year management contract with Vladimir Y akunin, the visiting chief executive of
the Russian Railways company, after officially declaring the latter the winner of

TheRussians, who havethe option of extending thedeal by another 20 years,
are to make a one-off payment of $5.5 million to the Armenian government and
invest at least $570 million in the Armenian railway. Of that, $220 million is
supposed to be invested in the next five years. The government will also get 2
percent of its annual operating revenues.

Under theterms of the agreement, the Russian investmentswill jumpto $1.8
billionif Armeniarestoresitsrail communicationwith Turkey and Azerbaijan. The
sumistototal about $2.2 billionintheevent of the reopening of the Abkhaz section
of Georgia s railway linking the region to Russia.

Denmar k RefusesTo RecognizeAr menian Genocide

COPENHAGEN -- Denmark does not officially recognize that Ottoman
massacres of Armenians during World War | constitute genocide, Danish Foreign

Minister Per Stig Moeller said Thursday.

" Inthe government’ sopinion, thisisahistorical question that should beleft up
to the historians,” Moeller wrote in awritten parliamentary answer, indicating that
Denmark would not follow thelead of some 20 other countries, including France, that

havelabeled thekillings genocide.

Moeller's note came in response to a question from parliamentary member

Morten Messerchmidt, of the far-right Danish People’ s Party, on whether “ Denmark
had officially recognized this genocide.”

"It isunfortunate that the Danish government refusesto join other countriesin
recognizing this genocide,” Messerschmidt told AFP. “Itisasif they fear Turkey’'s
reactions.” Copenhagen’s decision “to not recognize this genocide shows that the
government indirectly supports Turkey’s cowardly refusal to take responsibility for
its history the way the Germans did after World War I1,” he said.

OSCEKicksOff ArmeniaVoteMonitoring

YEREVAN -- The Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope officially launched last Thursday
the monitoring of Armenia’ s February
19 presidential election which will be
crucial for theinternational legitimacy
of its outcome.

As always, the observation mis-
sion deployed by the OSCE’'s War-
saw-based Office for Democratic In-
stitutionsand Human Rights (ODIHR)
will closely watchthe pre-election cam-
paign, voting and counting of ballotsto
assess the election’s conformity with
democratic standards.

“We will conduct the observa-
tion according to the OSCE/ODIHR
standard methodol ogy,” Geert-Hinrich
Ahrens, head of the mission, told a
news conference in Yerevan. “We all
come to this country with an open
mind and we all hope that after the
electionwewill beableto statefurther
progress towards meeting OSCE stan-
dards,” he said.

According to Ahrens, the mis-
sion is beginning itswork with eleven
core staff who will be joined “very
soon” by 28 long-term observersto be
deployedacrossArmenia. TheODIHR
also plans to deploy some 250 short-
term observers on election day, the
German diplomat said. In addition, the
vote is expected to be monitored by

= e, J *
Geert-Hinrich Ahrens speaking at a
newsconferencein Y erevan

several dozen members of the parlia-
mentary assemblies of the OSCE and
the Council of Europe as well as the
European Parliament, he added.
ThepreviousArmenianelections
weremonitored by asimilar number of
mainly Western observers who often
reported serious irregularities, giving
weight to allegations of vote rigging
made by the Armenian opposition.
Officials from the United States
and the European Union haveexpressed
hope that the upcoming presidential
ballot will be judged less flawed.
Ahrens has arrived in Armenia
earlier this week and has already met
with Foreign Minister Vartan Oskanian
and the chairman of the Central Elec-
tion Commission, Garegin Azarian. He

Continued on page3
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On January 19, 2007 the pub-
lisher and Editor of thebilingual weekly
Istanbul newspaper AGOS was shot
by a young Turkish nationalist. Who
was this Armenian who had over the
years continuously and persistently
displayed courage through his intel-
lectual campaign against the Turkish
state apparatus? A state which not
only denies the Armenian Genocide
but also has created through a system-
atic racial indoctrination of itscitizens
asocial and political climatein which
such murders are tolerated if not ac-
cepted by society. The Armenian Pa-
triarch of Istanbul Mesorb Mutafyan
whose relationship to Hrant was not
alwaysfreeof conflict, described Hrant
Dink withthefollowingwords"hislife
full of struggle and challenges turned
Hrant Dink into a courageous, sensi-
tive and decisive personality; becom-
ing a symbol for justice, freedom of
belief and human rights. He voiced his
opinionsand ideaswithtotal disregard
for the possible dangers. When he was
convinced of the necessity of doing
something then he acted with the same
decisiveness.”

Hrant Dink was born in Malatya
on 15th September. This city had be-
fore the Genocide a large Armenian
population. His father Sarkis, atailor,
came from Gurun and his mother
Gllvartfrom Kangal intheprovince of
Sivas.

Hrant was the eldest of three
sons. In 1960 his family moved to
Istanbul and a year later his parents
separated. Hrant and his brotherswere
sent to an Armenian orphanage in
Gedikpasa which was run by the Ar-
menian evangelical community. The
children spent the SummerintheTuzla
holiday camp on the Marmara Sea.
This place played an important rolein
his life as he met here his first love
Rakel. Together with her they later ran
this holiday camp. After attending the
local protestant Armenian community
Primary and Middle schools, Hrant
went to the Armenian Grammar school
Surp Hac Tibrevank in Uskiidar. In
these years he developed his political
awareness and became a supporter of
aradical left party. In 1972 he changed
his name and was then called Firat
Dink. Hisfriend Armenak Bakirciyan,
who came from Diyarbakir and also
involvedintheleft revol utionary move-
ment, renamed himself Orhan Bakir.

The purpose of changing their
names was not to distance themselves
from their Armenian roots but to avoid
unnecessary difficulties for innocent
Armenians due to their campaigning.
Asresult of Hrants political activities
he was expelled from the Armenian
Grammar school. In May 1980
Armenak, Hrants friend and political
ally, who was aleading member of the
Maoist TKP/ML, wasshot by the Turk-
ish security forces. Hrant Dink was
later very critical and disappointed
about the attitudes of the Turkish left
regarding the Armeniansand the ques-
tion of national identity. “I was ex-
tremely shaken that the Armenian geno-
cide was also not discussed by the
Turkish left, and that they closed their
ears especially to problems concern-
ing national and cultural identity. But|
believe that exactly this fight about
retaining ones own identity, to live
ones own tradition and being allowed
to speak ones own language is an

Hrant Dink:

Belated Victim of Armenian Genocide
By TorosSarian

extremely decisive fight.”

After his A-Levels at a Turkish
school Hrant studied Zool ogy and Phi-
losophy at Istanbul University and
founded with histwo brothers a book-
shopintheBakirkoy district whichstill
exists today. In 1984 Hrant experi-
enced the bitter realities faced by any
Armenian institution or foundation in
Turkey in the form of whimsical and
illegal dispossession.

On the basis of alaw from 1936
which regulated foundations and in-

order to be considered for EU mem-
bership, had to allow a minimum of
democratic civil liberties. From 1990
Hrant Dink began looking for waysfor
the Armenian minority toexpressitsel f
socially and politically. Together with
a few friends and with the support of
the former Patriarch Galustyan, Hrant
Dink decided to publish anew Arme-
nian newspaper. The first issue of the
Bilingual weekly AGOS appeared on
the5th April 1996. Within ashort time
it had become the most important Ar-

Archbishop Karekin Bekdjian, Rakel Dink, Hrant Dink and TorosSarian

heritance, the Tuzla Summer Camp
was confiscated. This event was a
turning point in Hrantslife.

Until the mid 70"s the Armenian
community in Turkey had led fairly
inconspicuous lives. However, after
Armenian organi zationshad begun tak-
ing military actions against Turkish
facilitiesand embassiesabroad thesitu-
ation changed dramatically for the Ar-
meniansin Turkey. The Stateincreased
its suppression and rekindled the hate
against the Armenians. In view of the
near civil war conditions prevailing at
the end of the 70"s it is not surprising
that these developments were scantly
reported by the international commu-
nity. Almost daily bloody armed at-
tacks took place between left wing
organisation and fascist groups or the
state security forces. This disparate
and divided revolutionary movement
wasintheend brutally put down by the
military putsch of 12" September 1980.
Tens of thousands of state opponents
were imprisoned and dozens of politi-
cal prisoners were tortured to death or
executed.

Although, the Armenian organi-
zationsendedtheir armed strugglefrom
the mid 80s, the repression by the
Turkish state of the Armenians in-
creased even more. One reason for
this was the success of the Armenian
Diaspora in gaining international rec-
ognition of the Armenian Genocide.
The fury of the Turkish state was felt
by Armenian minority in Turkey. At
the same time the Turkish regime in

menian newspaper in Turkey with a
circulation of more than 6000. The
idea of publishing abilingual Arme-
nian newspaper came to Hrant Dink
because he wanted to inform the Mus-
lim-Turkish majority about the his-
tory, culture and the current social and
political problems being faced by the
Armenianminority. Hewasconvinced
that only through increasing aware-
ness within Turkish society could the
existing and deep rooted prejudices
against the Armeniansbebrokendown.
In an interview about the AGOS he
said“Weview the AGOSasour instru-
ment for education and reconciliation.
This does not prevent us from holding
up amirror to the Turkish society and
saying that when we wish to join the
EU then we must accept responsibility
for our history and the forced assimi-
lation of all minorities must be ended”

The renowned Italian based Ar-
menian Language and Literature Pro-
fessor, Zekiyan, described Hrant Dink
as the man who made courageous
strides to drag the Armenian Commu-
nity in Turkey out of the ghetto exist-
ence. Hrant Dink and the AGOS broke
through the wall of silence and fear
which the remaining Armenians have
lived behind since the Genocide. The
editor of AGOS was increasingly be-
comingaNational Threat for the Turk-
ish state; a threat which had to be
silenced. Nationalists orchestrated ha-
rassment campaigns and the Judiciary
started regularly legal proceedings
against him and other workers at

AGOS. TheTurkish mediaalso played
their part in creating an atmosphere of
hatred. Hrant Dink did not give up
hope even after his prosecution and
sentence for Insulting of Turkishness
and decided to appeal against his sen-
tence at the Court for Human Rightsin
Strasbourg . He had lodged his appeal
just afew days before his murder and
had no idea that at the same time a
Turkish-Nationalist fanatic had already
planned his murder and that the State
Security forces were aware of this.

Ogtin Samast, Hrant Dinks mur-
derer, said after his arrest that the
Armenian had insulted Turkishness.
He posed proudly, between two grin-
ning Turkish policeman, before the
cameras holding athe Turkish flag in
his hand. One of the policemen even
congratulated him by saying“Well done
brother”, and was depicted in Turkish
television broadcasts as a national
hero by the state security forces.
“Ogln had carried out his national
duty and had saved the honor of Tur-
key” enthused Yasin Hayal the man
who had encouraged Oguin Samast to
commit thecrime. Celattin Cerrah, the
Head of thelstanbul policeexplainedin
astatement just after the murder that it
had not been politically motivated but
that the young perpetrator had only
beenfollowing his“ National feelings”.

On January 22, 2007 Turkey and
theworld was eye withessto amoving
eventinlstanbul. Over ahundred thou-
sand people paid their last respectsin
silencetoanintellectual inacity which
had also witnessed the arrest of hun-
dreds of Armenian intellectuals and
their expulsion and murder on 24th
April 1915. The developmentsin Tur-
key sincethe 19th January have shown
that the solidarity with the Armenian
minority was only of short duration.
The country is confronted with other
more pressing problems. The fate of
the Armenian minority is again left to
chance and many seeemigration asthe
only way out of their hopeless situa-
tion.

The Turkish government has re-
cently hinted that paragraph 301 will
bechanged. However, aninternal fight
is taking place between the coalition
parties as to how #301 should be
changed. Inprincipal, any amendments
to #301 will not result in asignificant
change to the undemocratic processes
valid in Turkey at present. The armed
forces, the bureaucracy and the allied
nationalistic political forceswithinthe
partieswill useany methodsat hand to
oppress any opposition to the ruling
state ideology. These developments
pose for us the question What can we
do about the continuing oppressive
policiesof the Turkish Government?It
isin any case important Armenians
continue informing world opinion of
the undemocratic and racist nature of
the Turkish state. The present nation-
alistic state ideology was established
by the Young Turks after their take-
over in 1908. Anyone who questions
this ideology or doubts the official
version of Turkish history isautomati-
cally an “enemy of the state.” A state
which not only denies the Armenian
Genocide but also brutally suppresses
any honest debateregarding thiscrime.

Therefore it was clear to Hrant
Dink and his friends that the achieve-

Continued on page4
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Turkey,Armenia, Genocide—Freud

By Jay Pope
Fresno Bee

It’ sno coincidencethat | think of
Sigmund Freud during the debatesover
whether our nation should recognize
Turkey’s murder of 1.5 million Arme-
nians during World War | as “geno-
cide.” Like Freud’ stheories, Turkey’s
denialshaveremarkablestaying power,
despiteoverwhel ming evidenceagainst
them.

Freud's longevity, however,
stems from his desire to reveal rather
than conceal truths about human na-
ture. Although most of his specific
theories have been questioned (if not
disproven), Freud's insights into the
way people — and nations — lie to
themselvesremain chillingly relevant.

Itisnot my intent to debatewhether
genocide technically occurred; the evi-
dence is smply overwhel ming, conclu-
siveand hasal ready been eloquently and
decisively discussed. Rather, it is my
contention that we should not placate
those who cannot seem to acknowledge
the obvious. U.S. efforts to keep diplo-
matic relations through convenient for-
getfulness, shameless ignorance of the
facts and staged friendliness make us
look weak and desperate. Therapistscall
this"enabling.”

Theprimary objection, of course,
is that if the U.S. recognizes “geno-
cide,” Turkey could disrupt what is
left of our regiona influence. This
threat is real. Christopher Hitchens
recently reminded usthat the Iraq war,
though deeply flawed, is far more
complex thanweareledto believeand
not all islost. Al-Qaida has lost cred-
ibility; Iragis are weary of the mount-
ing death toll (most casualties are not
directly caused by U.S. troops); and
Americaisstill the sole source of hope
for many. If America can manage an
organized and humanepresenceinlrag,
we may yet win over what President
Bush calls “freedom-loving people.”
Why, then, endanger this opportunity
by angering a strategic ally?

The reasons are several:

The truth. If America believes
what took place was not genocide, that
isonething. If it knows otherwise but
keeps the truth under wraps, that is
another. Thisissue cannot survive ef-
forts to silence it.

Cultural sensitivity. Werightfully
excoriatethehol ocaust denialsof Iran’s
President Ahmadinejad, but forget that
merely speaking about the Armenian
genocideisillegal in Turkey. Imagine
how our hypocrisy looks to Arme-
nians. Would we tolerate a German

state that denied the Jewish hol ocaust?
Would they be our allies?

Mutual healing. Nothing canatone
for 1.5 million deaths, but formal rec-
ognition and an apology constitute a
symbolically powerful start. Ironically,
in the long run, Turkey’s failure to
come clean hurts itself more than the
victims, who after all have a 93-year
head start in coming to terms with
their grief. Turkey, like so many in
denial, now blames the victim (some
now claim a Turkish genocide at the
hands of Armenians) as a defense
against accepting the pain of culpabil-
ity. A good measure of the extent of a
person’s (or a nation’s) denial is the
vigor it demonstrates in defending it-
self andtheaggressionit leviesagainst
those who pry. It has been 90-plus
yearssince Freud argued that the guilti-
est among us take it out on others the
strongest.

Mending relations with Chris-
tians. One could argue that the Iraq
war has been more disastrous for
Christians than for Muslims. During
thewar, more than 750,000 Christians
have become refugees in Jordan or
Syria. Their statusin these countriesis
marginal, at best. The baby step of
genocide recognition can show our
aim in Irag is not to punish global
Christianity.

Tough love. America has a sor-
did history of forging politically ad-
vantageous alliances with regimes not
aligned with Americanvalues. Turkey,
which restricts free speech, is bitterly
divided between secular and Islamist
rule, strangleholds its press and ar-
rests critics, is such a regime. The
problemwith enabling troubled friends
isthat ultimately, they don’t appreciate
our gestures. They resent them.

In truth, the U.S. has more to
gain than lose in acknowledging the
Armenian genocide. We can re-estab-
lishcredibility inthemindsof themany
nations (and 40 U.S. states) that have
already formally recognizedit. Wecan
demonstrate courage because of the
inevitable and substantial short-term
cost we would endure. We can
strengthen tieswith Christians (Arme-
nians being the most ancient) and al-
low for many to heal. We can also
hasten Turkey’ shealing, liberalization
and freedom.

Timefor anintervention: Therapy
gets more expensive the longer it gets
put off.

Jay Pope is a psychology pro-
fessor at Fresno Pacific University.
Heisalso a therapist at Link Care.
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L evon Ter-Petrosian Confident Of Election Triumph

Continued frompagel

trasted with opposition allegations of
blatant fraud.

“I may have my opinion, they
may have their opinion,” said Ter-
Petrosian. “As you know, there were
wonderful opinions about last year's
parliamentary elections. Go out to the
streets and ask people what they think
of those opinions.”

“l don’t care what international
bodies will say,” he added. “We have
to solve our problems with our laws
and within the limits, no matter how
narrow, of our freedoms.”

Downplaying the impact of for-
eign powers on the Armenian presi-
dential race, Ter-Petrosianinsisted that
he is not seeking any external support
for his bid to return to power. “I will
not appeal to Russia, America, Europe
or anyoneelse,” hesaid. “I don’t need
external support. | don't need power
granted to me from abroad.”

Ter-Petrosian also spoke about

unresolved Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict, the main theme of his previous
news conference held in September
1997 less than five months before he
resigned under pressure from his key
cabinet members, including then Prime
Minister Robert Kocharian and Inte-
rior Minister Serzh Sarkisian. Heindi-
cated that, if elected president, he will
go along with international mediators’
existing peace proposals which call
for agradual settlement of theK arabakh
dispute.

“The logic, if not the formal
agreement or that proposal, of the
current state of the negotiation pro-
cess can be the basis [for an Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani peacedeal,]” said Ter-
Petrosian. He reiterated his view that
the peace plan formally put forward by
the OSCE Minsk Group in November
is “in essence” the same as the one
which he advocated in 1997-1998 and
which Kocharian and Sarkisian re-
jected as “defeatist.”

OSCEKicksOff ArmeniaVoteMonitoring

Continued frompagel

declined to comment on allegations of
unfair play that areal ready being voiced
by opposition presidential candidates/
In particular, opposition candi-
dates, notably former President Levon
Ter-Petrosian, and their allies com-
plain about what they see as an ex-
tremely biased coverage of their ac-
tivities by the country’s main broad-
casters loyal to the government.
Terry Davis, the Council of Eu-
rope secretary general, echoed those
complaints as he received the election

favorite, PrimeMinister Serzh Sarkisian
in Strasbourg last November. “1 think
the situation, as it is analyzed today
with the media in Armenia, does not
meet the standards of the Council of
Europe to a large extent,” Davis told
RFE/RL afterwards.

Ivan Godarsky, a spokesman for
the OSCE mission, said the observers
will look into the Armenian media’'s
coverage of the election campaign as
part of their work. “We will do a stan-
dard media monitoring operation to as-
sessqualitativeand quantitativesidesof
the media performance,” he said.

UNDER THE AUSFICES OF
THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA
His EMINENCE ABP. HOVNAN DERDERIAN, PRIMATE

THE ORGANIZATION OF ISTANBUL ARMENIANS
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES AND RESEARCH
THE AEF CHAIR IN MODERN ARMENIAN HISTORY, UCLA

PRESENT

A COMMEMORATION OF THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ASSASSINATION OF HRANT DINK

Friday —January 25, 2008 —7:00 p.m.
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America
3325 North Glenoaks Blvd., Burbank, CA 91504

Stephen Kurkjian

Pulitzer Prize Winming Investigative Reporter, Boston Globe

Prof. Taner Akcam
Dept. of History, University of Mimesota

Prof. Richard G. Hovannisian
AEF Professor of Modern Avmenian History, 1ICLA

Featwred Speakers

Reflections

Reflections

Openang Remavks
Simon Acilacoglu

President, Orpalzation of Istanbul Armenians

Nancev R. Kollieian. charman. wa43r

Closing Remarks and Prayer
Abp. Hovnan Derderian

Primate, Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of

North America

Musical Performance
Salpi Kerkonian (flute) and Sosi Kerkonian (harp)
Documentary Film
“Kirlangicin Ynvasi /Swallow’s Nest” By Bulent Arinli (Istanbul)

Master of Ceremonies




(4

Massis weekly

JANUARY 19, 2008)

Hrant Dink Commemor ation ToFeature
Prominent Speakers

The first anniversary of the mur-
der of Istanbul Armenianjournalist Hrant
Dink will be marked on Friday, January
25, at 7:00 p.m., at the Western Diocese
of the Armenian Church of North
America, 3325 North Glenoaks Blvd.,
Burbank, CA 91504. Thisspecial event
will feature talks by Prof. Taner Akcam
of the University of Minnesota, Prof.
Richard G. Hovannisian of the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles, and
Stephen A. Kurkjian, formerly of the
Boston Globe.

Theevening’ sprogramisco-spon-
sored by the Organization of Istanbul
Armenians of Los Angeles, the Arme-
nian Educational Foundation Chair in
ModernArmenianHistory at UCLA, and
the National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research, and will take
place under the auspices of the Western
Diocese, His Eminence, Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian, Primate. Simon
Acilacoglu, President of the Organiza-
tion Of Istanbul Armenians, will give
opening remarks and Abp. Derderian
will offer closing remarks and a prayer.
Therewill beamusical performance by
Salpi Kerkonian (flute) and Sosi
Kerkonian (harp). Edvin E. Minassian,
Esq., VicePresident of the Organization
of Istanbul Armenians, will serve as
Master of Ceremonies.

One Y ear After: Possibilities and
Difficulties

The murder of Hrant Dink, the
Turkish-born Armenian founder and
editor of the newspaper Agos and pas-
sionate advocate of Turkish-Armenian
dialogue, stunnedand horrifiedtheworld
and prompted an unprecedented demon-
stration of hundreds of thousandstaking
to the streets of Istanbul waving signs
saying “We Are All Hrant Dink” and
“We Are All Armenian.” The brutal
slaying of the peace-loving, reconcili-
ation-oriented Dink underscored both
the possibilities and the difficulties of
Armenian-Turkish dialogue and rec-
onciliation efforts.

His prosecution under Turkey’'s
Article 301 for “insulting Turkishess
and the subsequent prosecution of his
son, Arat, for the same “crime” raise
serious questions about free speech in
Turkey and havedramatized thedifficul-
ties faced by journalists in a country
seeking entry into the European Union.

To mark the first anniversary of
hisdeath, aprogram has been organized
that will not only pay tribute to this
courageous man but also bring together
agroup of speakerswho are well quali-
fied to put both hislife and hisuntimely
and tragic death in some meaningful
perspective.

Profiles of Featured Speakers

A pioneer among scholars of
Turkishorigin, Prof. Taner Akcamisthe
author of A Shameful Act: The Arme-
nian Genocideandthe Question of Turk-
ish Responsihility, a groundbreaking
study that makes extensive, unprec-
edented use of Ottoman and other
sources largely unexamined in English-
languageworks, aswell asFrom Empire
toRepublic: TurkishNationalismandthe
Armenian Genocide, Dialogue Across
Anlnternational Divide: EssaysTowards
aTurkish-ArmenianDialogue, aswell as
numerous other books and articles in
Turkish, German, and English. Akcam,
aclosefriend of Hrant Dink, will discuss
hisfinal conversationswith Dink which
took place only two weeks before his
death.

Prof. Richard G. Hovannisianis
the holder of the Armenian Educational
Foundation Chair of Modern Armenian
History at the University of California,
Los Angeles. He is the author of the
four-volume history The Republic of
Armenia, Armeniaon the Road to I nde-
pendence, and has edited and contrib-
uted to more than twenty books includ-
ing The Armenian Genocidein Perspec-
tive; The Armenian Genocide: History,
Politics, Ethics, The Armenian People
from Ancient to Modern Times, Re-
membrance and Denial; Looking Back-
ward, Moving Forward; The Armenian
Genocide: Ethical and Cultural Legacies,
and six volumes on historic Armenian
cities and provinces. He recently co-
chaired a special session on “On Hrant
Dink and Armenian-Turkish Relations’
at the Middle Eastern Studies Associa-
tion 2007 Annual Meeting in Montreal.
He will reflect on Hrant Dink’s legacy
now and in the future

Stephen A. Kurkjian recently
retired from the Boston Globe after a
career of morethan thirty-fiveyearsat
the paper during which he won three
Pulitzer Prizes and more than twenty
other regional or national awards for
hisinvestigativereporting. TheGlobe's
Washington bureau chief from 1986-
1991, hehad previously been afounder
and the head of the Globe’ s Spotlight
investigative team. Heisamember of
NAASR’s Board of Directors and
serveson its Executive Committee. In
January 2007 hetraveled to I stanbul to
witness and cover the funeral of Hrant
Dink and its aftermath. He presented
hisinitial report in aGlobefeature and
inatalk at NAASR in February 2007,
following up with alengthy articlein
the AGBU Magazinein April. He has
continued to follow the murder inves-
tigation and related developments in
Turkey and will give an updated report
and personal view.

Hrant Dink: Belated Victim of Armenian Genocide

Continued frompage2

ment of Freedom of Speech is of
utmost importancein the battle agai nst
the Turkish system of lies and denial.
Thefight which Hrant Dink had begun
with the founding of AGOS will con-
tinue and many more courageous
people will become victims of fanati-
cal Turkish nationalists. However, in
the end this racist Turkish system,
built upon violence and suppression

will collapse asother criminal systems
and governments have done so in the
past. Hrant Dinks commitment and
courage in the fight for Freedom of
Speech and Justice will serve as an
example for all people. Like so many
other Armenian martyrs before him,
he will always be remembered by his
people.
Toros Sarian is a historian
and community activist
in Hamburg, Germany

ST.NersessOn TheRoad

Fr. StepanosDoudoukjian and M egan Jendian duringtheir discussion ontheFruit
of theSpiritatthe ACY O ConventioninY ettem

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- It has
been a fruitful fall season for Y outh and
Vocations at St. Nersess. Six parish
visitations in the month of November
yielded seven new names to add to the
growing list of prospective future semi-
narians for St. Nersess. The seminary
serves the Eastern, Western and Cana-
dian Dioceses of North America.

Making a Difference in the
Armenian Church

"There is a movement today for
young people to step forward and serve
the church,” comments Fr. Stepanos
Doudoukjian, the Director of Y outh and
Vocations. “Hopefully thiswill meet the
needs that al three dioceses in North
America must satisfy.” Fr. Stepanos
adds, “It is exciting to meet so many
young men and women who truly are
discerning a call from God to serve the
Armenian people and make a difference
in the Armenian Church. This makes St.
Nersess mission even more urgent in
the life of the Armenian Church in
America,” he said.

St. Nersess On the Road

During the month of November
aone, Fr. Doudoukjian traveled to both
the eastern and western dioceses. He
visited with youth from Holy Trinity
Armenian Church (Cambridge, MA);
Holy Translators Armenian Church

(Framingham, MA); St. Sarkis Arme-
nian Church (Dallas, TX); St. Peter
Armenian Church (Watervliet, NY); St.
Peter Armenian Y outh Ministries (Glen-
dale, CA); and St. Mary Armenian Church
(Yettem, CA).

California Here We Come!

The third weekend in November,
Fr. Stepanos preached at the St. Peter
Youth Ministries Armenian Church in
Glendale, California and met with Fr.
Vazken Movsesian and hisyoung adults.
The young Armenians had participated
in a demonstration in Los Angeles to
raise awareness about the Genocide be-
ing perpetrated in Darfur.

Over Thanksgiving weekend, Fr.
Stepanos attended the annual Western
Diocese ACY O Convention in Y ettem,
California, with over 70 youth present.
Seminarian Megan Jendian, originally
from the Fresno area, joined Fr.
Stepanos in presenting an interactive
discussion on the theme of the con-
vention, “Harvesting Faith.” The St.
Nersess delegation spoke about the
fruits of the Spirit, as presented in St.
Paul’ s Epistle to the Galatians 5:16-25.
The young people connected the fruit
of the spirit to their daily lives as
Armenian Christians.

For further
WWW.stnersess.edu.

info visit

A & M Hovsepian Middle School

Preschool Teacher’'s Assistant

tion (ECE)

& First Aid Certificates required.

For immediate employment. Minimum of 6 unitsin Early Childhood Educa-
Six months of work experiencein alicensed day care center. A valid CPR

Sendresumeby fax (626) 578-7378 e-mail: Hovsepianschool @yahoo.com
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HOFAE N EN-Gilanidaba
Prissemls

supet Bowl Party

Come Join Us on a 10 Foot Screen
at the Homenmen Center
1060 M. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA 91107

Doors Open 1 hour prior to Game Time

Sandwiches and Drinks will be served
Danation: $5
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MELODY INTERNATIONAL
MUSIC SCHOOL Inc.
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Happy New Year
Join Our New Music School in Pasadena
By Experineced & Educated Teachers

Piano, Keyboard, Violin, Viola, Vocals, Singing, Guitar,
Bass, Flute, Duduk, Drums & Percussion lessons for all
agesand levels
Professional Digital Recording studio
for all your audio recording needs

1060 N. Allen Ave. #D Pasadena, CA 91104
Phones: (626) 797-8867 & (818) 599-1606
and
334 N. Central Avenue Unit 202
Glendale, CA 91203
Phones: (818) 244-8244 & (818) 599-1606
Vigit usat: www.musiclessons4u.com
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HOMENMEN
FRETEMTS
February 15-17, 2008
HOMENMERM is hosting it's annual Big Bear Winter Trip. Bring your family and freinds
along and join the fun from Friday February 15 fo Sunday February 17
(Presidents' Day Weekend)
#"'_3"-.1"-. "-."::" IEEIAdUJT
et 85/Child
'f-\'l\.' I'l\..l' I'I".-.:" I'-.
Atk SN ey \ Includes:
i:x‘ffﬁi:u_‘h.ﬁ\h A Room/Board
VA R Food
L | R
" Games
FOR RESERVATIONS Live Music

COMTACT: Razmig BIE-590-I814
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network, We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
* Individual and Family Plans
* Plans for Small Businesses

* Dental Coverage

* Medicare Supplement Plans

Authorized Independent Agent
1607 W GLENOAKS BLVD, #202

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

# Life Insurance
ity BC Lie & Heaimh insiinmnog OOy

« H5A-Compatible Plans

e BC Lie & Heaimh insiinmngd COommmansy

+ Integrated Workers' Compensation
by Empiereens Compensation nsurance Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health care!

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

GLENDALE, CA 91201 ;
(818) 502-3233

HARLT@EXCELHYE COM BlueCross
WWW.EXCELHYE.COM of California

CA Insurance The Power of Blue>
License #0B28270

Blue Cross of California (BOD) and BC Life & Health nsurance Compary (BCLAH] are
Independant Licensees of the Bluse Cross Assodation [BLAL The Power af Blue and the Blse
Cross name and symibal are registered serdce mdarks of the BCA, ©3005 BOC CAMITG
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