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The Quality and Safe Choice for Your Child’s High School Education

AGBU HIGH SCHOOL — PASADENA

OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR 2008-2009
Grades 9-12

The administration will be happy to meet with you, answer your questions and give you a campus tour.
Please call (626) 794-0363
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e Curriculum

e ExtraCurricular:

services.

caring and professional.

SAHAG-MESROB ARMENIAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSES

FOR 2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR
PRE-SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 7:00PM

JR. HIGH, MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 at 7:00PM

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL *'—5"Grades

Thursday, March 13,2008 at 7:00PM
2501 N. Maiden Lane, Altadena, CA 91001 - (626) 798-5020

e Servingthe community for 29 years

e Accredited by Western Association of Schools & Colleges (WASC) and by Association of Christian
Schools International (ACSI)

e New and beautiful 3.3 acre school campus

Elementary SchoolWe offer Armenian, Art, Bible, English, Math, Science, Social Studies,
Computer, Music, Band, Physical Education, Drama, Recorder.
Middle & High Schoal We offer U.C. approved College preparatory courses, Armenian, Art, Bible,
English, American Literature, English Literature, Algebra I, Algebra Il, Pre-Calculus, Physical
Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Civics, Health, Computer, U.S. History, World History, Band,
Drama. Honors and AP courses in several core subjects.
Pasadena City College Bridge prograiVe offer PCC college level courses on our campus in English,
U.S. History, Political Science, and Spanish.

e High School counseling for 9 — 12" grade students.

e EXxciting athletic programs.

Elementary School Extensive field trips, Speech Meets, Piano Festivals, Spelling Bee contests,
Science Fairs, Concerts, Art Festivals, student programs for all festive and holiday occasions.
Middle & High Schoal Extensive field trips, 7 days to the East Coast, 15 days to Armenia, overnigh
camping and nature hikes, Speech Meets, Piano Festivals, Spelling Bee contests, Science Fairs,
Concerts, Art Festivals, student programs for all festive and holiday occasions, community

e Faculty and Staff Experienced teachers, mostly credentialed or masters degrees, ACSI certified,
e Students We are student centered. Each student is nourished mentally, physically,

spiritually, emotionally, in a family like safe and caring environment.
e Tuition: The most affordable of private schools.
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Kocharian-Sarkisian Regime Unleashes Brutal and Savage Force Against Peaceful Opposition Demonstrators

“We Will Continue Our Political Struggl

e For Democracy And Rule Of Law”

Dozens Killed or Injured - Hundreds Of Activists Arrested - Media Freedoms Curtailed - Opposition Deputies Persecuted

YEREVAN -- At
least eight people we
killed and hundreds ¢
othersinjured in the vio
lent standoff between s
curity forces and thou
sands of opposition prg
testers in Yerevan thd
ended early Sunday folss
lowing a state of eme
gency declared by t
Kocharian-Sarkisian rg
gime.

The standoff endefl=

at around 4 a.m. loca ,
time after the top Oppo'l_'anks inthe streets of Yerevan

challenger, rejects those results astrying to spread panic,” said another
fraudulent. speaker, Miasnik Malkhasian. “So
The opposition leader appealed please don’t panic.”
to his supporters in the early hours of As Pashinian and Malkhasian
the morning as Armenian army units spoke, riot police charged towards the
backed by light tanks and armored crowd but were repelled and forced to
personnel vehicles moved into the city flee the scene by groups of men wield-
center to help riot police disperse hising metal bars and sticks and throwing
supporters who occupied a major streetstones. Several police vehicles were

junction outside the Yerevan munici- set on fire in the process. Some of the

pality and the French Embassy in Ar- angry protesters went on to loot a

menia. nearby food supermarket and burned
An RFE/RL correspondent atthe down cars parked nearby.

scene did not see any demonstrators Opposition leaders who organized

carrying weapons and reported thatthe rally disavowed and condemned

security forces fired tracer bullets in these actions, blaming them on gov-

sition leader, Levon Ter-Petrosian, his supporters’ non-stop sit-in the air for more than 40 minutes in an ernment “provocateurs.” “We have
urged his supporters to go home, cit-Yerevan's Liberty Square. Thousands apparent bid to scare away more thamothing to do with that,” said Pashinian.
ing the state of emergency imposed byof people had been keeping overnight10,000 people barricaded there at thatThe authorities themselves are desta-

the regime. “I do not want any victims vigils there in protest against the offi-
and clashes between police and inno<ial results of the February 19 presi-
cent people. That is why | am asking dential election that gave victory to
you to leave,” Terj
Petrosian said in a me

mayor’s office.

time. One eyewitness said he saw twobilizing the situation.”
protesters shot dead on the spot. There were conflicting reports
Buoyed by their leaders, the dem- about the number of opposition activists
onstrators responded to the clatter ofand other protesters arrested since Sat-
automatic gunfire with “Levon! wurday morning. The Prosecutor-
Levon!” and “Victory! Victory!”  General's Office said 55 people were
chants. “Everyone must stay where detained during the unrest, while police
they are,” Nikol Pashinian, one of the claimed to have arrested more than 40
opposition leaders, told them. “Don’t participants of the looting oveight.
move.”

“We will continue
our political struggle fo
democracy and rule
law,” Ter-Petrosian’y
election campaign offic
said in a separate sta
ment.

The rally bega

“Dear people, they are simply Continuedonpage 4

World Urges End Of Emergency Rule InArmenia

The international community has ncluding through a speedy lifting of
called on Armenia’s authorities tolifta the state of emergency.”

state of emergency and the resulting "| urge the Armenian govern-

, . ‘ severe restrictions on media freedomment to lift the state of emergency
spontaneously at Saturfolice preparing to attack the demonstrators that were imposed following the Vio- geclared on March 1,” European Union
day noon after Ter- lent confrontation between security gxternal Relations Commissioner Benita
Petrosian was placed under de factoPrime Minister Serzh Sarkisian. Ter- forces and opposition supporters in Ferrero-Waldner said in a separate
house arrest following the break-up of Petrosian, who was Sarkisian’s main Yerevan. statement.

United Nations Secretary Gen- " also call on the Armenian au-
eral Ban Ki-moon said late Monday that thorities to lift any restrictions on free

he is “deeply concerned about the mgyement for former presidential can-
violent clashes” over the weekend, didate Levon Ter-Petrosian and to re-

' which left at least eight people dead, |ease any citizens detained for exercis-
What dismayed us even more was theand hopes that they will be “thor- jng their right to peaceful assembly,”

technical report of the observer mis- oughly investigated.” Accordingto AFP she said, according to AFP.
sion from the Organization for Secu- news agency, Ban appealed to Arme- The statement came as the EU’s
YEREVAN -- In Armenia’s presi-  rity and Cooperation in Europe, which nian authorities “to take all necessary
dential election last month, | stood as rubber-stamped Sarkissian’s farcical steps to ensure a return to normalcy,
the main opposition candidate againstclaim of victory.
incumbent Prime Minister Serzh The people of Armenia, unlike
Sarkissian. The election followed a the OSCE monitors, chose to see wha
sadly familiar script: The regime ha- happened at the polling stations. Natu-
rassed the opposition’s representativesfally, they discounted Sarkissian’s
bribed and intimidated voters, stuffed claim and gathered to demand annul-
ballot boxes, and systematically mis- ment of the results. They staged a
counted votes. Indeed, the rigging of continuous protest at Opera Square
the outcome did not begin on Feb. 19.that became the most wonderful cel-
For the duration of the campaign the ebration of freedom and one that should
country’s main medium of communi- be studied as an example of nonvio-
cation, television, which is tightly con- lent, lawful resistance against illegiti-
trolled by the regime, churned out mate rule.
propaganda that would have made Deeply concerned that the ranks
Brezhnev-era Soviet propagandistsof protesters were swelling by the day,
blush in shame. the regime decided early Saturday to
We in the opposition were an- resort to force. Riot police were or-
gered by all of this but not surprised. dered to disperse the crowd, detain the
What surprised and dismayed us was
the deafening silence from the West.

Levon Ter-Petrossian Article In Washington Post
Silence on Armenia

By Levon Ter-Petrossian
Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Continued onpage 4

Regime Suspends Transmission Of The Daily
Armenian-Language Broadcasts Of Radio Free Europ

11%

PRAGUE -- The only foreign radio programming in Armenia’s ndtive
language was taken off the air and its Web site blocked as part of the country’s
state of emergency, the broadcaster said Tuesday.

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty said in a statement that its two Arm
affiliates halted the broadcasts to comply with the emergency decree that
media to only report news that is sanctioned by the government.

Its Armenian-language programs have been replaced by musi
broadcaster said.

The Prague-based broadcaster, which receives funding from the
said its driver was beaten by police officers in the Armenian capital, Yer
on Saturday while the correspondent he was working with managed to €

Another journalist for the broadcaster was threatened by gover
forces in the town of Gumri, it said.

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty said it was adding Web domains
around the blocking of its Armenian language Web site in the country.

enian
allows

c, the
u.s.,
evan,
scape.
nment

to get

Continuedon page 4
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Canada Urges Armenia To Lift State Of Emergency Terry Phillips:
Violent Conflict Signals End Of Democracy

InArmenia
Author Sees ‘Direct Connection’ With Historic NYC Murder

OTTAWA -- Canada'’s foreign af-
fairs minister on Wednesday urged Ar-
menia to lift a state of emergency de-
clared on the weekend, and respect
“fundamental freedoms” of protestors.

Foreign Affairs Minister Maxime
Bernier said in a statement: “It is the

BAKERSFIELD, CA--Inthe wake “| see a direct connection between
of Armenia’s disputed presidential elec- the violence in Armenia today and the
democratic right of people everywhere tion, a clash betW(_een police ar_ld pro-murder of Archbishop Tourian,” Phillips
to gather and express their views so tester§t!eft caSLég(Ijtlfs on(;:)othh5|des, amd?; Igs the same sort of deadly

T i , , - — opposition candidate under house ar-political dispute.”
Inciggn:i”tms 's done in a peaC9fU||(\:AZQiz?r<]j§BserL<)i$|gn affairs minister rest, and'a declared state of emer- Phillips bega.n covering Armenia

“We urge the government of Ar- gency. It is anoth_er apparent case ofafter the devastating 1988 earthquake.
menia to respect these fundamentalurges Armenians of all political affilia- fallgd democracy in the fqrmer Soviet He reported conflicts throughout the
freedoms by lifting the state of emer- tions to seek solutions to their current Union. Why does the political violence USSR as well as Afghanistan, Bosnia,
gency as soon as possible,” he said. differences within the framework of

As well, Bernier added: “Canada their democratic institutions.” “The Armenian government has lost all credibility
as ademocracy”...
Human Rights Watch "Armenia is really ruled by KGB-type leaders and
Civilians Die As Police Suppress elements of organized crime "...

Demonstrations And Riots in that faraway country matter to you Somalia and Haiti. Now back in his
Authorities Should Swiftly Investigate Use of Lethal Force and your audience? Start vyith the ffactnative California, he puts events in post-
that millions of Armenians live here in Soviet Armenia into sharply focused
Human Rights Watch (HRW) a Citingwitness accounts, HRW sug- the United States. Many bring with perspective.
leading international human rights orga- gested that riot police may themselvesthem the partisan disputes from their According to Phillips, there are
nization has demanded thatthe Armeniarhave provoked violence by firing trace homeland. some other interesting similarities be-
government launch a “prompt and inde- bullets in the direction of thousands of “The Armenian government has tween the world situation in 1933 and
pendent” investigation” into the bloody people who barricaded themselves on dost all credibility as a democracy,” says that of today:
confrontation between security forces major street intersection outside the Terry Phillips, author of “Murder at the — Many impoverished countries
and opposition demonstrators in YerevanYerevan mayor's office. “Violent clashes Altar” (Hye Books, 2008). “This suspi- such as Armenia are trading democracy
that left at least eight people dead. broke out, according to eyewitnesses,cious vote and the subsequent use oaind independence for dictatorial stabil-
HRW said it is also “deeply con- when a tracer bullet apparently struckforce is history repeating itself.” ity. — Virtually every ex-Eastern Bloc
cerned” by reports from journalists and and killed a demonstrator,” it said. “An- Exactly 75 years ago, such a dis- state including Armeniais really ruled by
local observers that many other protest-gry demonstrators cried for revenge andpute led to murder and mayhem in a NewKGB-type leaders and elements of orga-
ers have gone missing. attacked the security forces.” York City church on Christmas Eve nized crime. — In the absence of bal-
“The Armenian government should “A local observer who watched a Sunday morning. Phillips is a veteran ance between two superpowers, emerg-
swiftly investigate whether the police video recording of the events told Hu- CBS News correspondent. His newly- ing global terrorists threaten the national
and army used lethal force against pro-man Rights Watch that the video showedpublished historical novel is the true security of the United States and West-
testers in accordance with international how demonstrators, demanding revengeaccount of Armenian Archbishop ern Europe.

standards,” Holly Cartner, HRW'’s Eu- placed the dead body of a man, apparGhevont Tourian’s brutal assassination Phillips also anchors the “Quality

rope and Central Asia director said in aently in his 50s, on top of a car,” added on Dec. 24, 1933. It was the lead storyof Life” interview/call-in program on

Sunday statement. “While the govern- the HRW statement. on the front page of every Manhattan Valley Public Radio, the NPR stations in

ment has a duty to maintain civic order, “Human Rights Watch is deeply daily newspaper. Today’s crisis in Ar- Central California (www.kvpr.org).

lethal force may only be used when concerned by reports from journalists menia makes that homicide very rel-

strictly necessary to protect life.” and local observers that many demon-evant. /PRNewswire/
Under a United Nations conven- strators have gone missing,” the New

tion, lethal force may only be used againstYork-based group said. “In the current Eyewitness

violent protesters only when less ex- state of emergency, with an effective
treme means are insufficient to protect media blackout, relatives have little ac-
the life of law-enforcement officers and cess to information about their missing
other citizens. family members.”

Jennifer Gurahian:

I'm in New York. My husband is a neurosurgeon in Yerevan, born
and raised there, and working there now. He reports the following:

Saturday afternoon, he was transporting a patient in an ambularnce up

Committee to Protect Journalists Mashtots street, by the “Pag Shuga”. Soldiers from the Shushi Battallipn (in
Karabagh - Vatcho’s polk) began firing without warning on a crowd of pepple.

Armenia: Media Restrictions |mp039d As President Two people were hit next to him. One died en route to the hospital. He saw the
Declares Emergency soldiers shoot out on shop windows and set fire to cars. His vehicle was burned
by the soldiers of the Shushi battallion. He was one of the few doctors in
NEW YORK -- Armenian authori-  only official sources when reporting on | Yerevan to serve in the battles of the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. He recdgnized
ties should immediately lift restrictions national politics. Severalindependentand faces, so there is no mistake about his information. He said that people were not
on independent news reporting and theopposition news Web sites that operatgreally out there supporting Levon, but rather, that they were tired of, for
censorship of independent news Webunder Armenian domain names were|example, having to pay a $5000 bribe to get a job.
sites, steps imposed when Presidentlso blocked today. They included Web Armenia should not be the private fiefdom of Serge Sarkissian and Robert
Robert Kocharian declared a state ofsites run by the pro-opposition news|Kocharian, and their cohorts.
emergency on Saturday, the Committeeagency Al+ and the independent news-
to Protect Journalists said today. papers Aravot (Morning) and Aikakan
Kocharian declared a 20-day stateZhamanak (Armenian Time), according
of emergency after clashes betweento the news agency Armenia Today.

government troops and opposition sup-Armenia Today reported that local m Hnrri‘l ll nnh
porters in the capital, Yereven, resultedInternet users received a message the v

in eight deaths and more than 100 inju-said: “Warning! As ordered by a state INVESTMENT BANKING
ries, according to international pressdecree, some informational Web sites

reports. Protesters claimed that vote-will not be accessible.” The Armenian

rigging marred the February 19 presi- Service of the U.S.-funded Radio Free JACH‘ KALANJIAN
dential election that ended in victory for Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) was Professional Financial Adwisor
Kocharian’s hand-picked successor, blocked within the country.

Serzh Sarkisian. Hundreds of troops “We're alarmed by this blatant Corporate Center Pasadens
were deployed in Yerevanto clamp down attempt to censor news of the disputed 225 50. Lake """”'3'"'["3

on the demonstrations. The state ofelection,” CPJ Executive Director Joel Pasadena, CA 91101

(626) 396-2825 Direct
(626) 3T6-4665 Fax
jack_kalanjian@ml.com

emergency also banned public gather-Simon said. “We call on Armenian au-

ings, set travel restrictions, and gavethorities to withdraw the ban on inde-

police expanded search powers, accordpendent newsgathering and dissemina

ing to international news accounts. tion, and restore access to independen
As part of the declaration, and opposition media.”

Kocharian ordered media outlets to cite WWW.cpj.org

“Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth”
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Justice In Doubt

Turkey’s "Deep State" Surfaces Again

By Toros Sarian

In June 2007 Turkish police dis-
covered large quantities of weapons in
a house in Istanbul.

As a result of investigations 40
suspects were taken into Police cus-{®
tody, all belonging to the terrorist na-
tionalist group “Ergenekon”. The Pub-
lic Prosecutor accuses the Forty of
having planned assassinations and mili
tary attacks with the aim of creating
chaos and provoking military interven-
tion. Numerous groups belong to this
network, calling themselves “national-
ists”, “Kemalists” or “Ataturkists”.
Ergenekon is also suspected of being
behind the murder of three Christians
in the city of Malatya, the murder of
the ltalian priest Santoro in Trabzon
and being involved in the murder of intellectuals. A key figure within this

Kemal Kerincsiz

silence and intimidate critical opposi-
tion intellectuals.

Shortly after Dinks murder in a
statement in Ankara he called for mass

the lawyer of Dink’s family, said later infringementsagainstParagraph301.“Our
that Dink had taken the threat very history contains an act of Genocide, a
seriously as Veli Kiiciik was already Genocide of the Armenians. For discuss-
known to be the man behind the ing this openly, Hrant Dink paid with his
numerous assassinations carried outife” said Demirer. One year after this
by paramilitary groups. The Ex-Gen- Statement Demirer was in court facing
eral has close contacts to h|gh rankingChargeS of Defamation of Turkishness.
members of the armed forces, secu-  Thedevelopments since‘l%anu-
rity forces, common criminals and ary 2007 show clearly that the AKP
Fascist groups. It is doubtful, if the Governmentisunwillingto preventthe
destruction of this terrorist organiza- restrictions to Freedom of Speech and
tions Ergenekon will have any real Freedom of the Press.

effect on the “Deep State”. Lawyer The trial against Hrant Dinks
and human rights campaigner Orhanmurderer, which began in July 2007

Kemal Cengiz described Ergenekon ascontinued in January this year. The 19
“just the Tip of the Tip of the iceberg”. accused standing before the courtwere

While the world is still waiting charged with murder, membership and
for the proclaimed reform of Para- Support of a terrorist organization and
graph 301 the publishers and writersillegal possession of weapons. The
of Agos are still being terrorized by investigations filled 8000 pages, but
prosecutions. Onthe Dctober 2007 Dinks family’s lawyers criticized the

Hrant Dink. The arrest of members of nationalistic Network is the former Arat Dink the son of Hrant Dink and investigations as important evidence
this terrorist group has been headlinedgeneral of the Gendarme and founderSarkis Seropyan the owner of Agos, Was destroyed. Members of the Secu-
as a significant blow against the “Deep of the of the Gendarmerie secret ser-both received 12 month suspended'ity Department were not interrogated
State”. Among the arrested is Kemal vice (JITEM), Veli Kiiciik. This secret prison sentences in accordance withalthough it was obvious that they were
Kerincsiz, the Chairman of an extreme organization is responsible for numer- paragraph 301. There crime was toinvolved in the murder.

right-wing lawyers association. He was ous unsolved murders, mainly Kurds, print an interview with Hrant Dink in

Moreover, every pertinent ques-

also responsible for instigating court who had been accused of supportingAgos in which he said during an inter- tion which could have led to the unveil-

proceedings for

Defamation of their liberation campaign. Veli Kiiciik view given to the Reuters press agencyind of the backers of the murder was

Turkishness which led to the prosecu-openly threatened Hrant Dink during “I say, what is certain is Genocide. avoided. Fethiye Cetin , Dinks family
tion of Hrant Dink and other critical the court proceedings. Erdal Dogan, The results themselves describe théawyer, believes that only the “small

Taner Akcam Lectures On Armenian Genocide
In New Orlkeans

Professor Taner Akgam with ACA Louisiana Chairman Vasken Kaltakjian

NEW ORLEANS, LA -- Taner a subject that is of immense impqr-
Akcam, historian and visiting professor tance to Armenians worldwide and
at the University of Minnesota, Center humanity as a whole. | applaud him for
for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, his tenacity and courage.”
presented a lecture titled “The Arme- The lecture was sponsored
nian Genocide of 1915:Relevance andthe UNO Division of International EdU
Ramifications for U.S.-Turkish Rela- cation, Bachelor of International
tions and EU Membership” at The Uni- Studies, UNO Department of Politica
versity of New Orleans on February 27. Science, UNO Office of Admissions,

In attendance were members of UNO CenterAustria and the World A
the Louisiana Armenian American com- fairs Council of New Orleans.
munity including members of the Ar- During a question and answgr

Py

chapter, individuals from the Turkish American community expressed their
community, staff and history students gratitude to Professor Ak¢cam for his
from the University. continued examination of the Arm

"I'm very happy with the turnout nian Genocide. Akgcam is a leading

D

ACA chair of Louisianna. “The diverse at the fall of the Ottoman Empire,
audience made up of both Armeniansleading up to the annihilation of the
and Turks proved that dialogue and Armenian population in Anatolia. H

change in the future. Mr. Akgam is a subject, most recently The Armenian
courageous individual for defending Matter Has Been Handled (Ermeni
the principles of human rights and MeselesiHallolunmustur) (lletisim Pulp-
justice and speaking to us today aboutlications, Turkey, 2008).

menian Council of America Louisiana session, members of the Armenipn

ofthislecture,” said Vasken Kaltakjian, scholar on the events which occurred

civildiscourse can bring about positive has published several books on the

event and classify them. You see affy” were standing in the court. There
race that for four thousand years hadare signs that the proceedings will be
lived on this soil suddenly disappear drawn out, perhaps over years and it is
from the face of the earth after this already clear that the authorities are
event”. This quote had already beennot prepared to unveil the truth sur-
used by many newspapers and also Orﬁounding the murder of Hrant Dink.
television. But only as Agos printed the Etyen Mahcupyan wrote in an article
interview did the State start the pros- Published in the newspaper “Zaman”
ecution proceedings for Defamation regarding the attitude of the Turkish
of Turkishness. In the judgement Judicial SyStem “What this stance
against Arat Dink and Sarkis Seropyanreally reveals is that the justice system
the court drew on the events of 1915.is not only invested in protecting the
The court was convinced that the Ar- bureaucracy but is also afraid of the
menians had organized and carried ouureaucracy. What this all leads to is
armed resistance against the Ottomarihe serious danger that the justice sys-
Empire between 1895 and 1915. There-tem will be perceived as being neither
fore, the government during the First heutral nor distanced when it comes to
World War decided on re|ocating the cases, and that it in fact blocks the
Armenians in Turkey to Syria. Through e€mergence and revelation of secret
the implementation of this policy many Organizations within the bureaucracy.”
people may have lost their lives, but the Within the AKP there are forces
events could not be described as Genowhich are resisting any changes to
cide. The court also pointed out that Paragraph 301 and a comprehensive
the European Court of Human Rights reform of the judicial system. The
allows the restriction of Freedom of Policies of this Government are hardly
Speech when this aids the mainte-any different from previous Turkish
nance of National Security, Territorial Governments. Up until now, the AKP
Integrity, Public Security, Rule of Law has succeeded in presenting the Party
and Prevention of Crime. Accordingto &s a democratic Islamic reforming
the court judgement, the claim that party. Unfortunately, many Armenians
during the Ottoman Empire period a voted for the AKP with the hOpe that
Genocide of Armenians took place, their promises of more Democracy in
aims “to destroy Public Order in Tur- Turkey would be kept. The AKP was
key”. Just one day after the Foreign @lso supported by Liberal Turks as a
Affairs Committee in the US Congress democratic alternative to the other more
had through a resolution recognized €xtreme nationalistic orientated par-
the Armenian Genocide, Arat Dink and ties. However, reality shows that the
Sarkis Seropyan were sentenced toAKP Government is not really inter-
prison for Defamation of Turkishness. ested in a comprehensive democrati-
Since 19 January 2007 there has zation of Turkey. Neither is it willing
been no obvious change in the judicialto prevent the growth of Turkish Na-
direction of the Turkish courts. This tionalism. Exactly the opposite trend is
can be seen in the case of journa“stidentiﬁable,TUfkiSh Nationalism within
Temel Demirer which shows clearly Turkey and Turkish foreign policy is
how the Turkish Legal system tries to becoming more and more aggressive.

NOR SEROUNT TV LIVE
CHARTER CABLE CHANNEL 26 GLENDALE - BURBANK
EVERY THURSDAY 10.00 to 11.00 PM
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“We Will Continue Our Political Struggle For Silence onArmenia
Democracy And Rule Of Law” _ -
_ Continued from page 1 Sarkissian are — and who are per-
Continued from page 1 who had held senior government and ceived domestically as hard-liners. This

parliament positions during Ter- opposition leaders and put me underis analogous to the “only Nixon could
But according to Human Rights Petrosian’s rule. According to opposi- house arrest. After several hours, citi- go to China” logic. The problem is that
Watch, the number of detainees maytion lawyers, those are former deputy zens reassembled at another site, dedespite being in power for the past 10
have exceeded 100 during the break-parliament speaker Karapet Rubinian,manding to see their leaders, but in-years, Kocharian and Sarkissian have
up of the Liberty Square sit-in alone. the former chief of the Armenian cus- stead they encountered more riot po-done little to move the negotiating pro-
The New York-based watchdog con- toms, Yerjanik Abgarian, and the |ice, later reinforced by units of the cess forward. More important, any
demned the Armenian authorities theformer deputy head of the National Armenian army, which was ordered to |eader who must make consequential
use of “excessive force” against peace-Security Service, Gurgen Yeghiazarian. crush the protest. At least eight peopleand difficult choices must have the
ful demonstrators. “My client considers himself a were killed this weekend, and emer- trust of his people. Sarkissian does not
Stepan Demirchian, a top oppo- political prisoner and has begun a hun-gency rule has been declared. have that trust. After what he and
sition leader and Ter-Petrosian ally, ger strike,” Rubinian’s lawyer, Hovik How did we come to this? Why Kocharian did on March 1, he will not
said the former president would have Arsenian, told RFE/RL. did the regime headed by outgoing be able to govern here, let alone make
averted bloodshed had the authorities Several other top Ter-Petrosian President Robert Kocharian and “presi- difficult choices.
allowed him to leave his house and allies, including former Deputy Pros- dent-elect” Sarkissian think it could So what should be done? What
address the protesters. “Things would ecutor-General Gagik Jahangirian, wereget away with using force against its do the people of Armenia expect from
not have ended like that if Levon Ter- arrested before the bloody crackdownown people? Surely the two men hadthe West, and the United States in
Petrosian had been allowed to join hison the opposition on a string of chargestheir reasons, but the West's signal, particular? Atthe very least, we expect
people,” he said. “The people would ranging from illegal arms possession even if unintentional, that they did not a strong and unequivocal condemna-
have calmed down.” to assault. All of them reject the accu- have to worry about a strong interna- tion of the violence that occurred
Many prominent allies of former sations as baseless and politically mo-tional reaction was the most important March 1 and a recognition that the
President Levon Ter-Petrosian, amongtivated. one. government, not the opposition, bears
them two parliamengs We in Armenia have been trying responsibility. This condemnation
deputies, have been ¢ to understand the roots of such indif- should accompany a stern warning
rested on charges ste ference to the rape of our democracyagainst continued persecution of the
ming from their active by the Kocharian-Sarkissian regime. opposition and its leaders — mistreat-
participation i N[ The available evidence suggests twoment that is reaching unprecedented
Saturday’s oppositiofi’ explanations: First, some influential |evels — as well as a demand to lift the
demonstration marred organizations and actors in the West,restrictions on the media and restore
deadly violence, oppos and in Europe in particular, are naively the people’s rights to free assembly
tion lawyers said o wedded to the notion of positive rein- and unbiased information. We also
Monday. forcement. They seem to think that expect a reassessment of the conduct
The reported ar praising small improvements, instead of the election. Any serious reassess-
rests raised to at les of criticizing major flaws, creates an ment will inevitably lead to the conclu-
100 the number of Te incentive for good behavior. Anyone sjon that a new election must be held.
Petrosian supportefs = = who has studied this regime closely, If these steps are not taken, Ar-
jailed in the aftermath oS E _ . however, understands the absurdity ofmenians will draw two very undesir-
Armenia’s disputed_F’Qll?e vehicles set on fire after it ran over protesters  gych an approach. able conclusions: that peaceful and
presidential election. Njuring two Second, and perhaps more im-|awful means of political struggle are
Only one of them was officially Meanwhile, Armenia’'s Human portant, is the oft-stated claim that the ineffective and pointless, and that the
confirmed by law-enforcement au- Rights Ombudsman Armen Harutiunian only people able to settle Armenia’s West cares about democracy only
thorities. Police said parliamentdeputy expressed concern about reports oflong-standing conflict over the when it is politically expedient to do
Miasnik Malkhasian was detained while mass arrests and ill-treatment of oppo-Nagorno-Karabakh region will be lead- so. The West must do everything pos-
fleeing the scene of the protest earlysition supporters which he said his ers who are themselves from Nagorno-sible to dissuade Armenia’s citizens

Sunday. A police statement said he isoffice is receiving from citizens. Karabakh — as Kocharian and from reaching those conclusions.
facing prosecution under Article 300 Harutiunian said that he conveyed his

of the Armenian Criminal Code dealing concerns to Prosecutor-General \Aorld Urges End Of Emergency Rule InArmenia

with attempts to “usurp power.” Aghvan Hovsepian and that the latter

According to opposition sources, promised to release the list of all de- Continuedfrom page 1 attempt to censor news of the disputed
law-enforcement authorities also de- tainees. election,” Joel Simon, executive direc-
tained another pro-Ter-Petrosian In a written statement, special envoy to the South Caucasustor of the Committee to Protect Jour-

deputy, Hakob Hakobian, who was Harutiunian also said Saturday’s bloody met in Yerevan with President Robert nalists, said in a statement. “We call on

part of the same criminal investigation clashes between security forces andKocharian, Prime Minister Serzh Armenian authorities to withdraw the

into what the Armenian authorities call Ter-Petrosian supporters were madeSarkisian and Ter-Petrosian to discussban on independent newsgathering and

an opposition attempt at coup d’etat. possible by the break-up earlier in theways of resolving Armenia’s most se- dissemination, and restore access to
Malkhasian and Hakobian are lead- day of the 11-day opposition sit-in in rious political crisis in nearly a decade. independent and opposition media.”

ers of Armenia’s two largest organiza- Yerevan's Liberty. Square. He ques- “We hope that full media freedoms will Also expressing concern was

tions of veterans of the Nagorno- tioned the official explanation for the be restored soon and that the state onother New York-based watchdog,

Karabakh war that supported, both use of force against peaceful demon-emergency can be lifted,” Semneby Freedom House. Paula Schriefer, Free-

officially and unofficially, Ter- strators camped there. told RFE/RL on Tuesday. dom House’s director of advocacy,

Petrosian’s candidacy in the February “It goes without saying that a said the state of emergency is “exces-

19 presidential election. The two men S Broadcasting Board Objects ~ dialogue involving society in broader sive and unnecessary” and should be

as V\}/1€” as Sasufr]l_l!vllkzehgﬂ, ifmother to Armenia Media Restrictions terms can not take place without theIlftedAas_ s_cl)on aﬁ pos&blz. "

war hero, were afiliated with the par- The U.S. Broadcasting Board of active ar_ld extrem_ely important role of similar call was made on Mon-

liament faction of the governing Re- - the media,” he said. day by a senior diplomat representing
) .~ Governors has objected to the Arme- L X

publican Party (HHK) before pledging nian government's blackout of inde- The 20-day emergency rule meansthe Organization for Security and Co-

allegiance to Ter-Petrosian. pendent news media under thethat media outlets have to cite only operation in Europe. Heikki Talvitie
Armenia’s parliament on Tues- country’s state of emergency official sources when reporting on na- also said both the Armenian authorities

day gave a green lightfor the arrestand o tional politics. Seven leading Armenian and the opposition are to blame for the

. James Glassman, the chairman i ) : .

prosecution on coup charges of four g Newspapers, which are either indepen-deadly clashes in Yerevan.

of its members loyal to former Presi- " dent or opposition-linked, have refused “It is the responsibility of both

dent Levon Ter-Petrosian. to operate in such conditions and sus-the government and the opposition to
Miasnik Malkhasian, Hakob pended their publication as aresult. Also,make sure that the society draws the

Hakobian (both already arrested), Sasu the authorities have suspended retransright lessons from this situation, that it

Mikaelian and Khachatur Sukiasian will mission of the daily Armenian-language emerges stronger from this serious

be forrna_llly charged under articles of on local affiliates in Armenia. He also broadcasts of RFE/RL. _ _ test of democracy and.that it doe; n(?'t

the Criminal Code relating to attempts —_ . ; By contrast, all major Armenian emerge as a more divided nation,
. ) noted restrictions Armenian authori- . )

to seize power and provoke riots for . TV and radio stations loyal to the agreed Semneby.

that ties had placed on the Internet, and horiti . ir Thei The EU | lled f

at purpose. said censorship and harassment of th&uthorities remain on air. Their news ) e envoy also calle ”or_an
Also reportedly arrested were at ; : coverage has been reduced to presen-independent investigation” in
. o media are contradictory to democ- - ,
least three other opposition politicians racy tation of government press releasesSaturday’s events but would not say

- and police reports. who he thinks might conduct such an
WWW'maSSISweekly'Com “We're alarmed by this blatant inquiry.

of the board which supervises U.
government-funded broadcasters in-
cluding the Voice of America and Ra-
dio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, said
"the measures forced VOA television
and RFE/RL radio programs off the air
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GENERALCONTRACTOR

BID REQUEST

Qualified “B” licensed General Building Contractors are invited to
submit a sealed bid on Project E08-03, Module 10.3 to the Burbankt
Glendale-Pasadena Airport Authority by 2:05 PM, April 3, 2008.
The Work includes, but is not limited to, the following: Installation
of new doors, new windows, air conditioning, insulation and correcH
tion of some code deficiencies for: three multi-family complexej
(10 Unit, 10 Unit, and 12 Unit) for a total of thirty (32) units. Bidders
may obtain construction documents from the Bob Hope Airport
Web Site at bobhopeairport.com under Business Opportunitie§
and are encouraged to do so prior to the mandatory pre-bid]
conference. All Bidders shall register with the Airport Engineer-
ing Department either via web site or in person. Bids submitted by
firms who have not registered with Airport Engineering will be
considered non-responsive. Two Pre-bid conferences have be
scheduled for March 13, 2008 and March 20, 2008, at 10:00 A.M.
at the Bob Hope Airport Engineering Offices, 2800 N. Clybourn
Ave., Burbank, California. Attendance at one or the other confer-
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HOMENMEN
Glendale Chapter

Celebrates

EASTER

EGGSTRAVAGANZA
Sunday March 23", 2008

2:00 PM

Jomn us for feast, fun and Easter games
with fanuly and friends

1060 N. Allen Ave
Pasadena. CA 91104

For more info please call Ani (818) 236-2655
Karine (818) 324-0574

Karinet7&sbeglobal.net
FosineDT&aol.com

Donation: $30
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network. We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
* Individual and Family Plans

* Plans for Small Businesses

* Dental Coverage

+ Medicare Supplement Plans

Authonzed Independent Agent
1807 W GLENDAKS BLVD. 7202
GLENDALE, GA 91201

(818) 502-3233
HARUTEEXCELHYE.COM
WWW_EXCELHYE.COM

CGA Insurance
License #0B2B270

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care

coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

» Life Insurance
by BC Live & Higaltty Inguvance Covmpavay

» HSA-Compatible Plans

by BC Life & Higallfs Isurdnce Compory

* Integrated Wnrkers’(umpenqa'riﬂ-n
by Empioseers Compensation fraweomce Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health carel

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

&)

BlueCross

of Califarnia

The Power of Blug!™

Bl Cross of Calitosnia (BCC) amd BC Lile & Health Insurance Cosmgany (BCLEH) ane
Indeperdant Licensess al the Blue Cross Assodation [BOAL The Power of Blus arsd the Blue
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MELODY INTERNATIONAL
MUSIC SCHOOL Inc.
UsLNSk 6MU.d-GSU.LUL HIMN3
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Join Our New Music School in Pasadena
By Experineced & Educated Teachers

Piano, Keyboard, Violin, Viola, Vocals, Singing, Guital,
Bass, Flute, Duduk, Drums & Percussion lessons for|fll
ages and levels
Professional Digital Recording studio
for all your audio recording needs

1060 N. Allen Ave. #D Pasadena, CA 91104
Phones: (626) 797-8867 & (818) 599-1606
and
334 N. Central Avenue Unit 202
Glendale, CA 91203
Phones: (818) 244-8244 & (818) 599-1606
Visit us at: www.musiclessons4u.com
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[ternational Academsy of Los Arngeles

Presents
An Evening Honoring Composer, Director &
Pioneer of Armenian Television

SARKY MOURADIAN

Kevin George

Chuko

Andre Danik
W ELERLELLEF4AEL

Flora Martirosian

Salpi Mayelian

Hovik Krikorian
Harut Hakopian
Jenny Armen

Adiss Harmandyan
Vatche
Hovik Grigorian
Levon Sevan

VIEY AT

Raffi Khardalian
Razmik Mansourian
Armen Aloyan

Hosts: Anahit Martirossian, Aramayis Gharibyan, Noune Serobian

Thursday, April 10, 2008, 7:30 p.m.

ALEX THEATER

216 North Brand Blvd., Glendale, California 91203

FOR TICKETS CALL:

(818) 913-2299
(818) 265-0506

FOR INFORMATION CALL: (010) 243-5Tx2
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The Armenian Teletime
Is Back On Channel 18

Not 1 Hour, Not 2 Hours, Not 3 Hours But 24 Hours Per Day
7 Days Per Week, Free
No Subscription Fee - Plus 40 Additional Channsl

For info call The Armenian Channel (818) 982-2400
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Nor Serount Cultural Association
proudly presents

An Evening of Enchanting Music

with two prodigies

Arik Arakelyan Daniil Trifonov
Saxophone Piano

Sunday, March 9,2008 at 6:00 pm.
First German United Methodist Church
556.W. Glenoaks Blvd., Glendale, CA 91202

For Tickets, Contact
(818) 391-7938 or (818) 502-3233




