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Armenia Resembling A Fascist State
Protests Resume In Yerevan Amid Heavy Security

The Armenian polic e
stepped up on Wednesd ‘
daily detentions of oppos j
tion supporters who haye
been gathering and strof
ing on a street in dow
town Yerevan since the lif
ing of the state of eme
gency last Friday.

The police have besg
at pains to prevent mo
opposition rallies by cirf
cling the city’s Liberty
Square and dispersirn
groups of opposition supPolice forcefully arresting citizens in Yerevan
porters gathering outside
it. Hundreds of them staged daily silent “Madam, it was a mistake,” a
walks along the newly built Northern plainclothes officers told her moments
Avenue leading to the square despitelater. “Your husband will be let go
random detentions carried out by law- now. Let us take you to him.” She
enforcement officers on the sport. refused.

The detainees are normally set free and “With such steps the authorities
fined after spending several hours infurther escalate the situation,” stated
police custody. Larisa Alaverdian, a parliament deputy

The number of detentions rose from the opposition Zharangutyun
drastically on Friday, with dozens of (Heritage) party who was also at the
people, many of them women, bundledscene.
into police vehicles and driven away Despite the end of emergency
from the pedestrian avenue. “Whererule, rallies and other street protests in
are you taking me?” yelled one elderly Yerevan remain effectively banned,
woman with a walking cane as she with the authorities citing the need to
was led away by several policemen. prevent a repeat of the March 1 violent

“Get in the car, we’ll go to the clashes in the capital. The police say
station and have a talk,” said one of any gathering of ten or more people

them. “I can’t come with you, | need amounts to a rally and can therefore be

An Open Letter to the Armenian Americans

We read with interest the joint statement of the Armenian Assembly of
America, The Armenian General Benevolent Union, the Armenian Natjonal
Committee of America, the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
(Eastern/Western) and the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Chur¢h of
America (Eastern/Western) regarding the recent events in Armenia.

We join them in expressing our heartfelt sympathies to all families gf the
victims, condemn all violent acts and expect that the perpetrators wijll be
brought to justice.

We reaffirm our commitment to strive “toward our shared aim of
strengthening an open and democratic Armenian homeland, based upgon the
rule of law, social and economic justice, freedom of expression and the media,
and equal opportunity for all”.

However, we do not understand how these noble principles could be
justly served with simultaneously "cooperating with the newly-elected Presfident
and the government”, when we have all withessed how, for the past 10 years,
the latter have trampled those same principles.

How can we expect “rule of law” from these authorities, when they
repeatedly violated the constitution by rigging the presidential and parli
tary elections, falsified the constitutional referendum and have made a
ery of the Oct. 27 legal proceedings, just to name a few.

What kind of “social and economic justice” can we expect from these
authorities when they have created a class of oligarchs by usurping the|rights
of their citizens, and monopolized the economy.

What kind of “freedom of expression and the media” can we expectffrom
these authorities, when they have banned independent TV stations frgm the
airwaves, established a public TV reminiscent of totalitarian regimes.

What kind of “equal opportunity for all” can we expect from thg¢se
authorities, when they have unjustly exploited the resources of the colntry,
leading to a deep mistrust between them and ordinary citizens.

A country, where the authorities capriciously violate the law,
trample justice, and usurp the rights and freedom of its people cannot|be an
inspiration to its citizens or to the Diaspora. Rather than using empty rhgtoric,
we should steadfastly uphold he aforementioned principles for the sakg of an
independent, democratic and prosperous Armenia.

Armenian Council of America

have
men-
ock-

to take drugs,” insisted the woman. “I broken up.

can come over to the police station The de facto ban was facilitated

tomorrow.” by amendments to Armenia’s law on
Another,

saw her husband seized by other po-Ter-Petrosian and other opposition
licemen. “Where are you taking my leaders say the amendments are un
husband,” she cried. “Don’t | have the constitutional.

right to walk with my husband? Please

respond.” Continued on page 4

Turkish Soldiers Knew Of Dink Murder Plot

ISTANBUL -- Two Turkish sol- His superiors fabricated docu-

younger, woman public gatherings that was passed bygiers admitted in court Thursday they ments after the murder to create the
screamed and burst into tears as shehe Armenian parliament last week.  new of a plot to kill ethnic Armenian

impression they had no prior knowl-

journalist Hrant Dink months before edge of the plot, he alleged. He had

the murder happened, Anatolia newscome under “psychological” pressure
agency reported.

to collude and lie to government in-
The two are the first members of spectors who probed the conduct of

the security forces to stand trial in the the security forces, he added.

SDHP Chairwoman Ludmila Sarkisian:
Russia Interfered In The Internal Affairs Of Armenia

YEREVAN, -- The chairwoman
of the Social-Democratic Hunchak
Party (SDHP) Lyudmila Sargsian be-
lieves that during the recent official [=e
meeting with the Russian president
Valdimir Putin in Moscow, Prime Min-
ister Serge Sargsian in fact establisheq
that “throughout the election and
postelection processes, Russia uncon
ditionally and one-sidedly supported
the authorities’ candidate” and thus
“permitted itself to interfere in the
internal affairs of a friendly sovereign
state”.

Black Sea city of Trabzon, where the The other defendant, identified
murder was planned, amid widespreadas V.S., agreed with the statement of
allegations that some officials con- his colleague.
doned the killing. The two soldiers risk between
The investigation is seen as a testsix months and two years in jail for
for Ankara’s resolve to eliminate the “abuse of power.” The judge decided
“deep state” — a term used to describeto ask prosecutors to launch an inves-
security forces acting outside the law tigation into the officials the defen-
to preserve what they consider dants had implicated at Thursday’s
Turkey’s best interests. The 52-year- hearing.
old Dink, whom Turkish nationalists Hayal’s uncle has already testi-
hated for calling the World War | fied that he informed the two defen-
massacres of Armenians genocide,dants of his nephew’s plans to Kkill
was shot dead in central Istanbul onDink, but the pair sought to cover up
January 19, 2007, outside the officesthe issue. The self-confessed hitman,
of Agos, the weekly newspaper he ran.17-year-old Ogun Samast, went on
One of the defendants told the trial in Istanbul last year, along with
judge Thursday he had been informedHayal and 17 suspected associates.

According to L. Sargsian, the ing an objective assessmemt of theofthe plotin August 2006 by a relative The trial is still going on.

121-year-old SDHP with its tradition- presidential election in Armenia. Oth- ofits alleged mastermind Yasin Hayal,

Lawyers for Dink's family say

ally pro-Russian position considers aserwise, the SDHP will have to recon- Anatolia reported. He passed the tip-the police also withheld and destroyed
unacceptable such interference ofsider its approach to the strategic part-off to his superiors at the local para- evidence to cover up the murder, in-
Russia in the internal political pro- ner of Armenia - Russia. We can say military force policing rural areas, but cluding footage from a bank security

cesses of Armenia.

with confidence that the Armenian no action was taken, he said.
"The SDHP expresses a hope people wants to see Russia as a friend

camera near where Dink was killed. In
"We did not do anything after- September, two policemen went on

that Vladimir Putin will officially deny — and partner and not as an instigator andvards because we were given no in-trial in the northern city of Samsun for
the accusations made against him and punitive force,” is said in the March structions or orders,” said the defen-

will make an adequate statement, giv-26 statement of the SDHP chairwoman.dant, identified only as O.S.

Continued onpage 4
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Independent MP Victor Dallakian Calls For Last Words With Hrant Dink:
Parliament Probe Of Unrest ATestimony By Taner Akgam
YEREVAN -- Aprominentinde- beginning,” parliament speaker Tigran l
pendent lawmaker called on Wednes-Torosian told RFE/RL, commenting on

day for a parliamentary investigation the initiative. “However, itis very impor-
into the bloody post-election unrest in tant to clarify, as a result of discussions
Yerevan, saying that it is vital for with parliament factions, whether this is
defusing Armenia’s most serious po- the best way to resolve the existing
litical crisis in nearly a decade. issues. If so, what concrete tasks mus
Victor Dallakian said the Armenian be set for the commission and what
parliament should form an ad hoc com-must be the mechanisms for the
mission that will investigate circum- commission’s work?”
stances of the March 1 clashes between The parliamentary inquiry is part
riot police and thousands of supportersof Dallakian’s broader package of pro-
of former President Levon Ter-Petrosian posals which he believes would resolve
who barricaded themselves in the city the political crisis. Those call, among
center. He said the commission shouldother things, for the holding of snap
consist of members of all parliament parliamentary elections next year, the
factions, two deputies not affiliated with release of all arrested opposition activ-
any party as well as Ter-Petrosian or oneists who were not involved in violent

of his representatives. acts and the reopening of two indepen

“Political process must move to dent TV stations taken off the air in
the National Assembly, and the National 2002. The anniversary of Hrant Dink’s zen.
Assembly must take on a serious role in Speaking at a news conference onassassination in the front sidewalk of This was, and still is to a great
our country’s political life,” Dallakian ~ Tuesday, Dallakian warned that the au-his beloved newspaper Agos wasextent, the central point of conflict
told RFE/RL. thorities will risk turning Armeniaintoa marked with a memorial service and awhich pits the freedom advocating

Dallakian, who used to play a key “rogue state” unless they end their post-commemorative program that followed Turkish citizens against their own gov-
role in past opposition protests in election crackdown onthe Ter-Petrosian-at St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church ernment which through a convoluted
Yerevan but now has a more neutralled opposition. He implied at the same here, in the Nation’s Capital. logic designates the Armenian and other
stance on the government, formally time that Ter-Petrosian should recog- The keynote speaker was Prof. Christians in Turkey as “Alien citi-
circulated his motion to set up the nize the legitimacy of Prime Minister Taner Akcam who is currently teach- zens” or “indigenous foreigners” an
parliamentary body on Monday. Rel- Serzh Sarkisian’s election victory. ing at the Center for Holocaust and oxymoron concept if there ever was
evant standing anmittees of the Na- Dallakianinsisted thatthe new gov- Genocide Studies at the University of one.
tional Assembly have to consider and erning coalition will not be representing Minnesota. In recent years his name Hrant dink spoke out against this
presenttheir opinion on the motion within the vast majority of Armenians. “People has appeared frequently in the Englishracist, ultra nationalist Turkishness in
30 days. Dallakian can also include thevoted for Artur Baghdasarian and Vahanlanguage Armenian press and else-the pages of his beloved Agos, said
billon the parliamentagenda by having it Hovannisian because of their oppositionwhere for his courage and intellectual Prof. Akcam. They, Taner and Hrant,
co-sponsored by at least one third ofstance,” he said. “And the fact that integrity in telling the truth of the had many dreams, plans, projects to

fellow deputies. Baghdasarian and Hovannisian have joinedArmenian Genocide as planned andbridge this gap by establishing an Insti-
“Of course, the idea has been, sothe coalition doesn’t mean that that op-perpetrated by the Ottoman govern-tute, a publishing house, etc.
to speak, on surface right from the position electorate agrees with that.” ment and its successor regimes. The threats and hostile emails

His book A Shameful Act: The had ushered an “open season” on pro-

Popular Fundraiser Keeps Independent TV OnAir  Armenian Genocide and the Questiondemocracy activists, especially Agos,
of Turkish Responsibility, has a dedi- which became a single target when it

GYUMRI -- A cash-strappedinde- from Gyumri and Shirak region but all cation in memory of one Haji Halil, “a broke the story that Sabiha Gokgen,
pendent television station looked set toover Armenia. We also get many phonedevout Muslim Turk, who saved the Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’s adopted
avoid an immediate closure on Monday calls from abroad.” members of an Armenian family from daughter, had been of Armenian ori-
thanks to an unprecedented fund-raising “I no longer feel like the owner of deportation and death” and that Prof.gin. Hrant was summoned to the
campaign that has enabled it to pay thethis TV company,” Khachatrian said. “It Akcam says as a “Courageous actlstanbul governor’'s office where he

bulk of a hefty fine imposed by the has belonged to the public for the pastcontinues to point the way toward a was warned: “We’ll make you pay.”

Armenian government. several months.” different relationship between Turks Despite urgings, Hrant Dink
The Gyumri-based GALATV, the The Gyumri-based GALA hasbeen and Armenians.” stayed in the country he loved. With

rare Armenian broadcaster defying thefacing uncertain future ever since it That statement tells a lot about him now are buried his plans that could
government, was controversially fined broke ranks to air a September speecthis own motivation and contribution have made a world of difference in
more than 25 million drams ($81,000) by former PresidentLevon Ter-Petrosiantowards a “different relationship” and bridging the gap between the two
for alleged tax evasion last Wednesday.which contained harsh criticism of understanding between two nationspeople. “ben kalbimden geleni
Its inability to immediately pay up auto- Armenia’s government. The speechwhose history has been intertwined komuCuyorum — | am talking from my
matically raised the sum to almost 27 marked the start of Ter-Petrosian’s dra-for the last thousand years for betterheart, this is me, my brother, this is

million drams. matic political comeback. and worse. me”, quoted Prof. Akcam, a friend, a
The private channel immediately Tax officials raided the offices of Thank God, there are growing soul brother of Hrant Dink.
began a non-stop telethon, asking view-the small station and inspected its booksnumber of Turkish intellectuals who, “Hrant Dink loved his own Ar-

ers and sympathizers for donations.in late October. They claimed to have at a great risk for their security, com- menian people and all the peoples of
Thousands of them have since re-found more than 25 million drams in fort, reputation and even their lives, Turkey, and he desired more than
sponded to the appeal, bringing cash taunpaid taxes, asking a local court to have manifested enough integrity andanything to bring them together. Let
its Gyumri offices and making wire force GALA’s parent company, Chap, courage to stand up for truth. us bring to fruition the task he has
transfers from Yerevan and other partsto pay the sum. Prof. Akgcam stood tall at the left to us”, concluded the good pro-
of Armenia as well as abroad. GALA “I have experienced very emo- packed hall of St. Mary to deliver his fessor.
collected a total of 23.4 million drams tional moments in the past few days,” testimony about a man a kindred spirit * ok k
as of Monday evening and announcedsaid Karine Harutiunian, GALA’s execu- with whom he had many a moments of The evening was spearheaded
on Tuesday the successful end of thetive director who personally accepts the soul-searching about human rights,and hosted by Susan and Stepan
fund-raising campaign donations. “l was moved by the solidar- Armenian concerns, freedom of speechOhanian. A short program followed
“| expected the public to react to ity and kindness of our people. It was both for outspoken Turks as well as the memorial meal-Hokejash. The in-
our appeal butnotonthis scale,” GALA's hard to watch disabled grannies comefor the Armenians. He took the audi- vocation was delivered by Pastor
owner, Vahan Khachatrian, told RFE/ here with tears in eyes, and donate partence spellbound through the fond Emeritus Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian. Read-
RL. “We are getting donations not only of their modest pensions.” memories the man Taner, had with theings in Armenian and English were
man Hrant. In all, forgetting that one made from the writings of Hrant dink
US Makes Recommendation ForAmbassadorship wasaTurkand the other an Armenian,by Mr. Garbis Muradian. Mr. Stepan

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia confirmed today that the BusleUt bOtg tErOUd being thte ci_lt_iﬁensb Otthhal?ian mhade the im(rde;]JCtiry re-
Administration has submitted to the Armenian government the name of Marieq"¢ Zrl[ tehsame Cﬁulr ry. eg t? marks as fe Pfese&ie t '(I?h T.Bynote
Yovanovitch as the next Ambassador to Armenia. Yovanovitch is currently &0 together in challenging, better speaker Prof. Taner Akcam. The Bene-
Ambassador to Kyrgyz Republic. yet demending a new definition of diction was given by Pastor Fr. Hovsep

If accepted by Armenian authorities and approved by the US Senafé!’kishness and being a Turkish citi- Karapetyan.
Yovanovitch would be posted in Armenia to replace the vacancy left sin . link.net
Ambassador John Evans was dismissed from the post in late 2006. mass1s2@earth K.ne
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Birth Riot: State Of Emergency Revealed Letter to the Editor
The Armenian Mockocracy

Presidential elections in any coun- the truth?

By John Hughes rized by government have been takentry represent the only time that a How can one have dialogue with
ArmeniaNow editor off the air. people’s voice can have atrue meaninghim? What is the premise or require-
* International television broad- or value or importance. If that vote is ments for a dialogue? | suggest that

How many times can a man turn casts — CNN and EuroNews — havenot respected by a ruling regime, oneintellectuals in Armenia and the
his head been interrupted when they began re-can not expect dialogue or National Diaspora prepare proposals for dia-
Pretending he just doesn’'t see ports about Armenia. unity. logue and urge the formation of a

Bob Dylan — Blowin’ in the Wind « Citizens were arrested for send- The present dictatorial regime in national unity government that will
ing text messages. Armenia operates behind a facade oforganize a truly democratic elections

This was worse than 1996 when  Distribution of any literature Democracy? Therefore by acceptingin Armenia.

Levon Ter-Petrosyan put Armenia un- inconsistent with government ideol- the nature of the present regime in Peaceful demonstrations cannot
der military shutdown in the aftermath ogy is punishable by imprisonment. Armenia, we are negating the essencebe a coup attempt or an attempt to
of his disputed re-election. Worse than * Internet sites have been blocked. of dialogue, national unity and national instigate civil war. The real coup at-
in 2004 when Robert Kocharyan used « Citizens have been detained be-security. tempt to keep their power was done, as
severe force against citizens attempt-cause of political persuasion and abused How can one have dialogue with usual, by the Kocharyan/Sargsyan re-
ing some version of a “colored” revo- while beingillegally held. Serge Sargsyan who on March 7 said:gime against their own people by falsi-
lution. * By order of the National Assem- “What | want to speak about is the fyingthe elections. And | side with the
Worse, even, than 1999 when bly, a new law prohibits any public elimination of the consequences of thepeople. Months ago S. Sargsyan was
madmen strewed bullets and death ingathering that is (arbitrarily) expected disaster.” declaring that he would win. In that
parliament. Those acted as terrorists.of encouraging dissent. Why isn’t S. Sargsyan trying to case why go through all this “election”
March 1 was collective anger. This Read the news out of Tibet this find the CAUSES of the disaster and facade. Oh yes, in order to give him
was mass unrest that deserved recogweek and ask yourself if this govern- the causes of the hatred first? And onelegitimacy and as a show to the world.
nition for reasons other than the vio- ment of Armenia holds up any better of the major causes is that Sargsyan The joint statement on March 18
lence dissent led to. than China in its treatment of citizens, was NOT elected by the people of bythe Armenian Assembly of America,

In these 20 days since March 1 abuse of power, and failure to imple- Armenia. And the responsibility forthe the AGBU, the ANCA (behind which
the ambitions of a government have ment common principles rightly as- consequences of that injustice remainsthe ARF stands), the Diocese and
suppressed the will of a people. sumed by calling itself a democracy. solely on the shoulders of the ruling Prelacy on the recent events in Arme-
These Armenians deserve better A defining moment occurred a regime in Armenia. How can there be nia is disappointing to say the least.
than the Mockocracy that has beencouple weeks ago when Armenia’s 2.3 million eligible voters when the Instead of accusing the Kocharyan/
stunningly and arrogantly imposed upon Ombudsman, also known as its Hu- population of Armenia does not exceed Sargsyan regime for the vast falsifica-
them and that will not end just becauseman Rights Defender — appointed ac-2 million, or say 2.5 millionifyou like? tions of the election results, they con-
a State of Emergency has been lifted.cording to Council of Europe require- The unrest started when, within the centrated on the events of March 1
They deserve better than the lead-ment to provide an avenue of citizen same day, Serge Sargsyan was deblaming the peaceful demonstrators.

ership of Robert Kocharyan-Serzh complaint — criticized the clared the “winner”. The joint statement talk about the need
Sargsyan. Better leadership than mightgovernment’s decision to use force on Prof. Balakirian, in an article pub- for the “rule of law, social and eco-

be possible had Levon Ter-PetrosyanMarch 1. lished in Massis Weekly of March 22 nomic justice, freedom of expression
realized his dreamto reinvent his legacy. When Ombudsman Armen (seetheweb site below), clearly provesand the media, and equal opportunity

These Armenians deserve aleader whddarutyunyan sympathized with the that the actual votes that Sargsyanforall”. Thatis exactly what the people
has not yet risen. Let us pray that he/families of the dead, saying that they could have gotten would not exceed of Armenia were demonstrating about
she does before 2013. died needlessly, President Robert314,000 and the actual number ofand look what were the results. By
Eight people are dead. Hundreds Kocharyan retorted by saying that he'd people voted were 1,123,000. http://taking this position, the signatories of
have wounds. Thousands have beermmade a mistake in putting Harutyunyan www.massisweekly.com/Vol28/is- this statement are encouraging the
morally shot down. More than 100 are in that post and that the advocatesue09/pg2.pdf present regime to continue on its path
jailed. Some are on the run. shouldn’t confuse Yerevan with Not only did Serge Sargsyan de- of dictatorship. Instead, these organi-
For what? Why did March 1 Strasbourg, home of the Europeanclare himself the winner the same dayzations should have refused to accept
happen? court of human rights. of the falsified “elections”, but also the the “election” results. Only through
It is a mistake to reduce this In other words: “This is Arme- Catholicos Karekin Il congratulated pressure we could have obtained posi-
crisis to a conflict of personalities. nia. We have our own rules here.”  him soon afterwards, proving that the tive change in Armenia. But it seems
This was not Serzh Sargsyan vs. Levon It appears that, again, Armenia latter is nothing but a puppet of the that another mafia exists in our midst.
Ter-Petrosyan. This was institutional- has revealed her true colors, and theyregime and not a servant of the people. Harout Sassounian’s Lincy Foun-
ized corruption vs. the frustration of are the red, white and blue the WestHow could Levon Ter-Petrosyan wel- dation was another organization that
perpetual alienation. wishes — without the white and blue. come the Catholicos in his house?  quickly congratulated Sargsyan as the
These protestors were not, in- Sadly, individuals and organiza- Armenia’s ruling regime should president elect. One wonders what
discriminately, ne'r do wells fancying tions in Diaspora who by their influ- serve the people and not the other waySassounian will get in return?
a fight. These were people fed up withence might pressure this leadershiparound. Unfortunately we are very far Turkish people demonstrated
every election season having to choosénto reassessing its iron-fisted chokefrom being civilized to reach that level peacefully in Istanbul on February 25
whether to have their votes bought oron inherently good people have notsince a mafia rules the country. Isin front of a Turkish court in support
have them stolen. These were peoplestepped up to exert the influence thattoday’s Armenia what our grandpar- of justice for the murder of Hrant
sickened by hearing international do- money wields when politics fail. ents dreamed of? AZAD ANKAKH Dink. While Armenian peaceful dem-
gooders call elections “in line” with Instead, respected individuals HAYASTAN?? Is this the country of onstrators are treated as the enemy by
democracy, when these oppressedave been publicly silentwhile power- our grandparents’ dreams? the so-called “Armenian” regime, in
voters know better. The OSCE, the ful organizations have promised “co- Alsoread what Sargsyan has saidTurkey, Armenians are being sup-
CIS, the US State Department safelyoperation”. Why? Why not draw a line on March 7. ported by the.... Turks. | can only say
and shamefully did notintervene while when “enough is enough” has become “Firstly | must underscore that that | am glad that Kocharyan or
it might still have mattered. While it way too much? most international organizations Sargsyan or anyone like them is not the
might have saved lives and not led to Why not simply say that the dol- haven’t responded negatively. TherePresident of Turkey or any other coun-
the derailing of an already wobbly lars and pounds and euros stop untilare only one, two cases of similar try for that matter.
attempted democracy. decency starts? proposals, the reason of which is ei- Levon Ter-Petrosyan also falsi-
Why did March 1 happen? Why? Because the Westno longerther lack of information or even fied the elections in his 2nd term in
Because people who thought they (if it ever did) holds the trump card disinformation. This also means the 1996 and he made many mistakes. But
could trust the democratic processthatwill decide whether Armeniacomes activity of some representatives of he had the dignity to resign. If
had a brutal slap of truth that con- up aces, or craps out on democracy.international organizationsinour coun- Kocharyan was any better, why didn’t
firmed the reality of Soviet Armenia, Leverage belongs to Mother Russia.try are far from perfect. Our authori- he correct those mistakes? On the
these 17 years after the country hagKocharyan in fact said on Thursday ties provide large-scale unbiased in-contrary, not only did he continue
dropped the first half of its truer name. that if the US should withdraw its $236 formation for all the international orga- those mistakes, but he brought them to
Since March 1: million Millennium Challenge aide, Ar- nizations acting in Armenia and have an even higher level. The October
» Government censors have beenmenia would “no doubt” find other expressed readiness to give additionall999 massacre in the Armenian parlia-
placed in printing houses, shutting avenues of funding.) information in case of necessity, re- ment was the greatest threat to the
down newspapers. After western aid built up garding the materials they are inter- Armenian national security executed in
* Television has been controlled Armenia’s crumbled infrastructure, ested in.” broad daylight. You all know how well
more than ever by government persua-authorities here used the new founda- What “facts” and “large-scale un- it was covered up. Kocharyan and
sion. biased information”is he talking about?
* Radio broadcasts not autho- Continuedonpage4 Until when will S. Sargsyan cover up Continued onpage 4
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Dr. Verjine Svazlian To Speak On Genocide William Saroyan At 100 Symposium At Fresno State
Survivor Testimonies At Ararat-Eskijian Museum L
FRESNO -- The California State
Dr. Prof. Verjine Svazlian, Lead- Akanates veraproghneri vkayutyunner University, Fresno Armenian Studies Pro-
ing Researcher, Museum-Institute of (The Armenian Genocide: Testimonies gram and William Saroyan Society
the Armenian Genocide and Institute of the Eyewitness Survivors), Kilikia: present “William Saroyan at 100,” a
of Archaeology & Ethnography of the Arevmtatayots banavor avandutyune symposium dedicated to the 100th anni-
National Academy of Sciences, Re- (Cilicia: The Oral Tradition of the versary of the birth of the author.
public of Armenia, will speak at the Western Armenians), and The symposium will take place at
Armenak Der Petrossian Hall of St. Bolsahayots banahyusutyune (Thel0:00AM on Saturday, April 5, 2008 in
Mary’s Armenian Apostolic Church, Oral Tradition of the Armenians of the University Business Center, Alice
500 S. Central Ave., Glendale, CA, on Constantinople). Peters Auditorium, Room 191, on the
Tuesday, April 8, at 7:30 p.m. The Dr. Prof. Svazlian has been hon- Fresno State campus.
lecture will be co-sponsored by the ored with the Fridtjof Nansen Memo- Dr. Dickran Kouymijian, Berberian
Ararat-Eskijian Museum and the Na- rial Medal by the Presidium of the Professor of Armenian Studies and
tional Association for Armenian Stud- National Academy of Sciences of the Barlow Der Mugrdechian are organizing
ies and Research (NAASR) and will be Republic of Armenia in 2003, the Me- the event.
held under the auspices of the Westerrmorial Medal “for meritorious services Participating in the symposium will
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic inthe field of Genocide Studies” by the be five scholars:
Church of America, His Eminence Government of the Republic of Arme- Debashis Bandyopadhyay (Presi-
Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, nia on the occasion of the 90th Anni- dency College, Kolkata, India), “Identity
Prelate. versary of the Armenian Genocide in in Abject Space: Conceptualizing Nor- Hundred Years Later: Let's Nibble at
Since the 1950s, Svazlian has 2005, and the Presidential Prize andmalcy in the Works of William Saroyan Some Sweet Saroyan”; and H. Aram
dedicated herself to collecting and re- Gold Memorial Medal of the Republic and Ruskin Bond”; Micah Jendian (San Veeser (The City College of New York)
cording and thereby saving from total of Armenia “for the valuable contribu- Diego State University), “William “Saroyan’s ‘Late Style.”
loss the popular oral tradition commu- tion in the recognition of the Armenian Saroyan’s Enduring Vision”; Harry The symposium is free and open to
nicated, in different dialects, by the Genocide”in 2006, among many other Keyishian (Fairleigh Dickinson Univer- the public. Relaxed parkingis available in
Armenians forcibly exiled from West- distinctions. sity), “William Saroyan, Icon: Samson LostJ and A, the day of the symposium.
ern Armenia, Cilicia, and Anatolia, as More information on Dr. Prof. Raphaelson’s Jason and Saroyan’s Cul- For more information please con-
well as the testimonies, memoirs, and Svazlian’s talk may be had by calling tural Significance, 1942” ; Michael tact the Armenian Studies Program at
songs of historical character narrated617-489-1610, faxing 617-484-1759, Kovacs (Gavilan College), “Saroyan One 559-278-2669.
by the eyewitness survivors of the e-mailing at hg@naasr.org, or by writ-
Armenian Genocide. ing to NAASR, 395 Concord Ave., State Of Emergency Revealed The Armenian Mockocracy
She has presented her researctBelmont, MA 02478; or by contacting -
in many conferences around the worldthe Ararat-Eskijian Museum at 818- Continuedfrompage3 property and acquisition of resources
and in many articles and books, in- 838-4862 or aem@ararat-eskijian- that would scavenge a country while
cluding Hayots tseghaspanutyun: museum.com. tion to exploit their personal connec- enhancing personal portfolios.
. _ tions with Russian comrades that has ~ That's the way capitalism should
Protests Resume In Yerevan Amid Heavy Security brought astounding wealth to a few, work, isn’tit? Having money and power
often at the expense of social welfare.guarantees the ability to create more
. .~ 'While the US was busy funding semi- money and power. Fine.
opposition. Several dozen activists 5 ¢ o ¢yl society, Russian inves- Let’s just not call Armenia a de-
The situation also remained tense Stood silently inacandlelightvigilout- ¢, represented by Armenian foot ser-mocracy. These terrible days prove
on Wednesday in the Vanatur suburbs'de_the Armenian ministries of foreign ,5nts were eyeing development of that it is far from it.
of Hrazdan, a town about 50 kilome- affairs and energy.

Continued from page 1 crackdown on the Ter-Petrosian-led

ters north of Yerevan. Dozens of local “We are mourning the deaths of i

residents gathered there for the thirdinnocent people and also want to ex- Letter to the Editor

consecutive day to demand the releaséress our discontent with what is hap- continued from page 3 yev besdig hashivnerov g’zpaghvink.
of Sasun Mikaelian, the local parlia- pening in our country,” Ani, a young Instead of bringing together the Arme-

mertarian jailed and prosecuted on university lecturer, told RFE/RL.“The Sargsyan both falsified their “elec- pign people in Armenia and Diaspora
coup charges along with more thanstate did noteven express condolencesions” creating huge financial illegal and puild a strong densely populated
100 other Ter-Petrosian loyalists. The to the victims’ families.” empires. Enoughis enough. The peoplecountry, the present regime has de-
protest continued despite similar ran- “These criminal authorities did of Armenia are human beings not stroyed the country, with emigration
dom detentions of their participants. not even call a day of national mourn- slaves. rampantin Armenia and Karabakh, and
The protesters, many of them school-ing for the victims, and so we decided Armenia is being depopulated, total lack of interest towards Javakhk
children, chanted “Sasun!” and “Free- to remember them with this action,” what is the present regime doing aboutang the destruction of Armenian cul-
dom!”. said Narek, a university student. it? Itis productive people who make a tyral and historical monuments in
Silent Vigil The 19-year-old said he took country grow and not a few individu- Nakhichevan.

Police cordoned off major squares partin the March 1 unrest and is readyals Who suck the blood of the people.  Armenians all over the world
in downtown Yerevan and used force toto attend more street protests planned ~ Social justice must prevail in Ar- should denounce the so called Presi-
stop about 2,000 opposition supportersby Ter-Petrosian. “I can't stop think- Menia if we want to survive and pros- gential “Elections” in Armenia and stop
marching through the City center fol- |ng about the events of March 1,” he per socially, economically and politi- supporting this illegal regime and ALL
lowing the lifting of a 20-day state of said. “A few bullets flew over my cally and be able to confront future thejr supporters in Armenia and

emergency on Friday. head on that day. | stayed alive rni_obs'tacles and plan for the future. Oth'Diaspora. This can be done through
The protest began spontaneouslyraculously.” erW|s§ web are dc:}omed. lati continuous political pressure and peace-
outside the city’s Liberty Square, the “You've suppressed the people milzliirn a\'/f/?t?] a?()gfg%”;gfggif ful civil disobedience.
scene of post-election rallies held by for 20 days,” one of them complained billion Wh’at is the profile for Arme. We have a lot to do for sure.
opposition leader Levon Ter-Petrosian, to Afian. “When will you stop doing nia? K.heghjalivijag Iraroo mis goodenk Regards, _
and ended in scuffles between riot po-that?” ' ' Harout Bronozian
lice and some demonstrators four hours “We have come here to light . ) ]
later. At least two of them were de- candles for the dead,” said ano?her, Turkish Soldiers Knew Of Dink Murder Plot
tained. “Why don’t they let us do that?” _
The crowd was confronted and The women chanted “Freedom!” Continuedfrompage 1 Also Thursday, a courtin Istanbul

) , ) ; ” . . sentenced a man to three years in jail
and“Shame!” as police officers wear- ., . . : . .
dispersed after silently marching past P their role in a scandal that saw securityfor sending hate mail and death threats

the site of the March 1 clashes be-ing riotgear slowly pushed them away. forces posing for pictures with the to the Agos newspaper after Dink’s

i imilar :
tween security forces and thousandsSimilar scenes could be observed ONyunman after he was captured there anurder, Anatolia reported. The man

of Ter-Petrosian supporters protest-other approaches to the square. day after the murder. This trial is also reportedly used racistinsults and wrote
ing against the official results of the Ascuffle broke outwhenseveral ;)| in progress. that “we have many other Samasts and

disputed February 19 presidential elec-police officers armed with rubber trun- Dink had impressed many in Tur- Catlis,” referring to Dink’s assassin
tion. cheons and electric-shock guns chasegey with his efforts for Turkish-Ar- and Abdullah Catli, a shadowy figure

Some protesters lit candles andand tried to arrest a young man. SeV-menijan reconciliation and more than known as a hitman of the “deep state”
held carnations in memory of the dead,eral women stood in the policemen’s 100,000 people marched at his funeral.who died in a 1996 car accident.
while others carried pictures of some way and enabled the man to escape

of more than 100 political prisonors One woman was toppled to the ground \AVAVYA maSS|Sweek|yC0m

arrested in the ongoing governmentas a result.
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MELODY INTERNATIONAL
MUSIC SCHOOL Inc.
UsLASk 6MU.d-GSULUL M3

Join Our New Music School in Pasadena
By Experineced & Educated Teachers

Piano, Keyboard, Violin, Viola, Vocals, Singing, Guital,
Bass, Flute, Duduk, Drums & Percussion lessons for
ages and levels
Professional Digital Recording studio
for all your audio recording needs

1060 N. Allen Ave. #D Pasadena, CA 91104
Phones: (626) 797-8867 & (818) 599-1606
and
334 N. Central Avenue Unit 202
Glendale, CA 91203
Phones: (818) 244-8244 & (818) 599-1606
Visit us at: www.musiclessons4u.com
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tES 20 - GUPUM@, UUMS 29, 2008

Presents
An Evening Honoring Composer, Director &

Pioneer of Armenian Television

SARKY MOURADIAN

Manuel Flora Martirosian
Kevin George Adiss Harmandyan
Chuko Vatche
Andre Danik Hovik Grigorian
Narine Shahbazian Levon Sevan
SE R EVEUED Maxim
Hovik Krikorian CEHILGUETCEUETD
Harut Hakopian Razmik Mansourian
Jenny Armen Armen Aloyan

Hosts: Anahit Martirossian, Aramayis Gharibyan, Noune Serobian

Thursday, April 10, 2008, 7:30 p.m.

| ALEX THEATER
-+ 216 North Brand Blvd., Glendale, California 91203

. (818) 913-2299
FORTICKETS CALL: {318 265-050¢

FOR INFORMATION CALL: (B18) 243-5T22




