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Armenians Mourn The Day In Silent Rememberence
Sarkisian Sworn In Amid Tight Security

U.S. Expects
‘Dramatic Steps’

Serzh Sarkisian was sworn in as 5 5
Armenia’s president on Wednesday '
amid unusually tight security measures
taken by the authorities.

The inauguration took place at a
special session of the Armenian parlia-
ment held in the national Opera house
in Yerevan. It was followed by a mili-
tary parade in the adjacent Liberty
Square, the scene of daily post-elec
tion demonstrations staged by
Sarkisian’s main challenger, former
President Levon Ter-Petrosian. I

Meanwhile, thousands of baton-
wielding police blocked major streets
leading to the square to keep opposi-
tion supporters from gathering there.
Hundreds of protesters managed to
rally elsewhere in the city center and
demand a re-run of the February 19
presidential election controversially
won by Sarkisian.

!

The United States expects Serzh
Sarkisian to restore civil liberties and take
other “dramatically positive steps” to re-
solve Armenia’s grave political crisis, a
senior U.S. official said on Wednesday.

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
Matthew Bryza indicated that the Arme-
nian government has so far failed to
address U.S. concerns stemming from
its crackdown on the opposition that
followed the February 19 presidential
election. He also said that Washington
has revised its initial, largely positive,
assessment of the government’s con-
duct of the vote.

“More needs to happen to restore
the confidence of the Armenian people
that thecountry is moving in the right
direction and that there is some momentum
in the development of democracy,” Bryza
told RFE/RL in an interview. “First of all,
healing has to take place,” he said. “But

As the new president was taking ith mostly female participants chant- you don’t have that right,” one of the beyond healing, dramatic steps are needed

the oath “to respect human and citi- jng “Freedom!” and “Levon!”
zens’ rights”, numerous citizens had While the new president was

gathered near the Myasnikyan monu-promising “to adopt corresponding

policemen was periodically shouting. to restore a sense of confidence that the

“Are you setting a term for mourn- country is moving in the right direction.”
ing? | have the right to have time at Bryza said those steps should in-

ment, near several foreign embassieghanges in the law on assembly in lineleast for a prayer,” one woman was clude a dialogue with the opposition, the

and international organizations, nearith international standards”, police saying crossly.
the ConStitutional Court and the Cen' near the Myasnikyan monument were

release of opposition activists arrested
“I was here on March 1,” Seda, for their political activities as well as a

tral Election Commission building, de- having quarrels with people to try to a gray-haired pensioner, told RFE/RL. “full restoration” of freedom of speech

manding that he “really respect citi- force them to vacate the area.

zens’ rights and respect the memory “Your actions are unlawful, go
of the dead.”

“The people had only stones and sticks,and assembly. He warned that failure to

but they still shot at us. | want Serzh take such steps would cause further

: . away, don’t stand here for more than and Kocharian to go and be put on trial.damage to U.S.-Armenian ties and, in
The silent remembrance quickly two minutes, lay the flowers and go
turned into an anti-government rally, away, it already becomes a rally, and

particular, call into question continued

Continuedonpage2 Y-S. economic assistance to Armenia.

Massachusetts Municipal Association Cuts Ties With
"No Place For Hate" Program Over Stance On
Armenian Genocide

Armenian Rally Ban Unacceptable To
European Watchdogs

Europe’s two leading human Yerevan by members of a more influen-

rights watchdogs have expressed setial Council of Europe body monitoring

Expressing strong disapproval the National ADL, the Associationwill rious concern about the Armenian the fulfilment of Armenia’s member-
over the Anti-Defamation League’'s no longer be a sponsor of the pro-authorities’ recently enacted legal ship commitments to the Strasbourg-
(ADL) unwillingness to unequivocally gram,” the organization explained. amendments that effectively bannedbased organization. Diplomats making
recognize the Armenian Genocide, the “The Massachusetts Municipal further anti-government rallies in the up the so-called Ago Group pressed
Massachusetts Municipal Association Association has made a just and right-country. Armenian leaders to accept the Venice
(MMA) severed ties with the “No Place ful decision,” said Massachusetts State The National Assembly hastily Commission’s and ODIHR’s recom-
for Hate” (NPFH) program, a commu- Representative Rachel Kaprielian (D- passed the controversial amendmentsnendations in addition to engaging in
nity-based program offered by the Watertown), a member of the Arme- to an Armenian law on street gather- dialogue with the opposition and releas-
human rights group. nian Assembly’s Board of Trustees ings on March 17, four days before ing political prisoners.

In a statement issued last week,who has been working on this issue.the end of a state of emergency. They In a letter sent to the National
the MMA Board of Directors expressed “As Armenians across the globe con- were closely examined by experts Assembly on March 28, the Venice
disappointment with the ADL’'s re- tinue to fightfor official recognition of from the Council of Europe’s Venice Commission and the ODIHR said this
fusal to “clarify and strengthen” its the Genocide of 1915 committed at the Commission the OSCE’s Warsaw- provision is “excessive” and must be
earlier statements concerning the Ar-hands of the Ottoman Empire— this is based Office for Democratic Institu- amended in a way that would allow
menian Genocide at the ADL’s Na- another step on the long path towardtions and Human Rights (ODIHR) Armenian courts to quash police or
tional Commission meeting in Novem- worldwide recognition of the Arme- shortly afterwards. NSS bans.
ber 2007. nian Genocide.” "On the basis of a preliminary The European watchdogs said

“The Board believes that un- “As a former member of this assessment, the Venice Commissionthis provision “greatly increases the
equivocal recognition of the Armenian board, a former municipal official and and the OSCE/ODIHR Expert Panel potential for arbitrary restrictions”
Genocide is both a matter of basic current State Representative, | amon Freedom of Assembly do not con- and enables security forces to dis-
justice to its victims, as well as essen-deeply heartened by today’s unani-sider the proposed amendments to beyerse “an assembly where the au-
tial to efforts to prevent future geno- mous decision,” Kaprielian continued. acceptable, to the extent that theythorities themselves have used exces-
cide,” stated the MMA, a nonprofit, Following repeated calls by mem- restrict further the right of assembly sive force resulting in the loss of life.”
nonpartisan association that providesbers of the Armenian, Jewish and otherin a significant fashion,” they said in “|n addition, it must be emphasized
advocacy, training, publications, re- communities in Massachusetts andajointstatementreleased late Wednesthat violence by a minority of partici-
search and other services to Massa<€lsewhere, the ADL one of the oldest day. pants should not automatically result
chusetts cities and towns. and most influential Jewish organiza- The two bodies had submitted a in the dispersal of the entire event,

“The MMA feels strongly that it tions in the US, issued a statement indetailed analysis of the amendments toand the Police and National Security
is imperative to speak with absolute August 2007 in which they catego- the leadership of the Armenian parlia- Service must always distinguish be-
clarity on the genocide and that due torized the events of 1915-1918 as “tan-ment late last week. Its findings were tween violent and non-violent partici-
the NPFH program’s association with tamount to genocide.” high on the agenda of an ensued visit topants,” they said.
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Pre-election Sociology and Post-election  sive had been continuously unleashed _ Of course, they forget fo note the

on the people attending the rallies. In following clearly self-evident pointsin

Psychology similar cases the exact wording usedtheir explanations - the government’s

speaks about “widespread memoryuse of overwhelming force on the

Hrach Bayadyan locations is banned. On the other handJoss” and “general hypnosis”. If gov- morning of March 1st in Freedom
Hetgonline it's not clear why they don’t interro- ernment officials and political and party Square and that the division of society,

gate the school kid from Gyumriwho’s operatives didn’t have the opportunity its extreme polarization into the haves
Armenia is witnessing the dawn- donated 100 drams of his milk money of expressing sociological knowledge and the have-nots, took place during
ing of a period of gloom. The indica- to the GALA TV fundraiser or why when making insights, then, the psy- Kocharyan’s term in office. It is un-
tions of this are numerous - the inces-they don't arrest the villager who walks chological factor was clearly abused derstandable that they do not speak in
sant persecution of those in any way several miles to Gyumri to donate ain the post-election answers. All this terms of a civil society, democratic
linked to the Movement, the continued portion of his meager pension to thatultimately reached ridiculously comi- principles and other such things. The
labeling of a “certain segment of the same fundraiser. For aren’t these ac<al levels and in this regard the satirical uniting factor is the nation - thus the
nation” and its leaders, the detention oftions equally subversive as the otherszomments of Matthew Bryce were terms «traitor of the nation», «national
people either strolling, reading or play- It's been evident for some time quite tame. cleavage» and «defense of the national
ing chess along Northern Avenue andnow that sociology in Armenia has | don’t know exactly how many psyche». Ethnic commonality then, in
the interrogation of schoolchildren par- become a “pre-election science”. people believe this psychological hy- and of itself, becomes the self-evident
ticipating in local protests in Vanatur. What's new is the use of psychology pothesis but let me give one exampleand absolute principle for unity. The
It particularly manifests itself in in the post-election phase, to explainof a similar type of reasoning. The term «we» is constantly bandied about
the increase in the number of thoseeverything that sociology couldn’t pre- reporter asks the following: “Most of and almost unconsciously used by
speaking on behalf of the nation and dict or foresee in the first place. Put- the protestors had rallied around themany people - «our nation», «our
those either making pleas, soundingting it another way, if Armenian soci- former president not because theypeople», «our shameful first day of
the alarm or wildly ranting in the name ology explains the “norms” then the shared the ideas of Ter-Petrosyan buspring», «our disgrace».... Again they
of the nation. Even during the days of need was felt for psychology and psy-because they were displeased with thforget to mention anything about the
the State of Emergency the pages ofchologists to interpret the dangerousregime”. Levon Melik-Shahnazaryan society. (Parenthetically, what is the
the press were open to them, as well agdeviations” or “anomalies” not ac- replies that, “Yes, those hypnotized function of sociology in all this when
the television and radio outlets. counted for. “They accept all gods people followed Levon’s rhetoric, with- there is no society to speak of, where
Suddenly, one day they (those without question. It's a form of hyp- out listening to what he was saying.” It there isn’t even a minimum of correla-
who now speak on behalf of the na- nosis which leads to destruction” would appear that here the political tion to that type of society that gave
tion) discovered that in “our nation” (Karen Nalchajyan). The victory of commentator was just as “hypnotized” birth to the science of sociology in the
there was a 21% segment of our politi- Serzh Sargsyan, in these terms, wasince he didn’t hear the question askedfirst place, to interpret that same soci-
cally active electorate that had beensociological, and that of Levon Ter- of him. ety?)
“zombified”, who were “suffering Petrosyan was psychological (with a In all these explanations the Ar- On March 19th, the reporter from
from memory loss and who were driven negative connotation). menian language is imperceptibly be-the daily newspaper «Azg» proposes
by the rage to “destroy”. This 21% It's really not important who ing cheapened. Given the very modestanother explanation. Taking into ac-
group had the potential to betray the started the whole campaign of psy-capabilities of both the current presi- count that Ter-Petrosyan’s «promise
nation and they were overwhelmed chological “explanations”, but in the dent and the president-elect regardingto destroy and demolish was sufficient
with “righteous anger” regarding this February 21st edition of “Azg”, on the literate Armenian speech, well thought to gather such a respectable portion of
fact. day after the first public rally follow- out language and the mastery of ora-the electorate around him», he asks,
Here are some examples of theing the election, there were alreadytory, diversionary means and manipu- «Where does the frenzy, either latent
language employed by those speakinghints of the psychological commen- lation are being declared. or manifest, spring from to arouse this
on behalf of the nation. “We call on all tary to follow in the questions posed Even while speaking about im- intent «to destroy?» Answering his
patriotic forces to struggle against the by reporter Susanna Margaryan to aportant social issues and the manyown question he explains, «The main
movement of Levon Ter-Petrosyan that psychologist. Here are some examplesther reasons (the corruption, injus-reason is our centuries-old lack of
is detrimental to the nation”; “We must of her questions: “Is it possible that atice and illegality that is pervasive in statehood.»
create a patriotic and a national oppo-person imbued with the qualities of athe country) that could have fueled | would like to refer to another
sition” (the words of G. Sargsyan and leader could possess more undesirabl¢his social rebellion, they refuse to excerpt from the above-mentioned in-
Hayk Babukhyan); “...Azerbaijan is (I won't say dangerous) opinions than credit the Movement with any positive terview given by Samvel Khudoyan in
overjoyed that Levon Ter-Petrosyan any other candidate possessing beneficonnotation. Here’s another quote from which he asserts that Armenians pos-
has succeeded in splitting the Arme- cial opinions but having a weaker cha-Karineh Nalchajyan, “The authorities sess «traits specific to the Asiatic men-
nian nation into pieces, of breaking its risma?”... “I propose to speak in gen- were shaken and understood that thingdality». These are «servility, provin-
backbone. This is treason. And today, eral terms, about the mass suggestiogouldn’t continue as such, that the cialism, the mind-set of the serf, toady-
| am even more concerned that theimparted to the crowd”... “Is it pos- floodwaters could rise and destroy ism». | have one important reserva-
events that have taken place can havesible to keep a large segment of theeverything.» tion. I believe that the «Asiatic mental-
much more severe consequences inelectorate inspired for a given length of If Ter-Petrosyan is completely ity» isn’t the reason. Rather, | would
terms of national preservation than we time?”. And if Albert Nalchajyan’s being demonized and equated with evil, like to substitute the euphemism «lack
can imagine today” (Levon Melik- answers didn’t clearly correspond to those around him are being stripped ofof statehood» with a term accepted
Shahnazaryan). In a word, patriotism, then expectations of the reporter, athe most basic of things, i.e., logic, the and understood by all - subjugation. It
or more correctly, love of one’s na- few days later, on February 27th at theability to resist manipulation and com- has been the Armenian people’s
tion, has again become the fashion of“Hayatsk” club, Karineh Nalchajyan, prehending what's best for the nation. longstanding colonial subjugation,
the day. another psychologist, explained ev-According to Aram G. Sargsyan, «If rather than the «frenzy to destroy»,
What has evolved is something erything that was possible to explain. they had used reason they would havethat has instilled the above-mentioned
akin to a post-socialist form of post- She particularly described the variousall together ruled out the possibility of qualities into many of our people, quali-
modernism where everything is refer- psychological devices used to influ- voting for Ter-Petrosyan.» Accord- ties that have been passed down
enced from the Soviet-era without dis- ence the consciousness of the societyngly, the entire Movement was one through the generations. Thank God,
tinction (the formula sometimes used and explained that for ten years straightbig irrational outburst, devoid of any however, these qualities are not found

is, “socialist in form, national in con- Levon Ter-Petrosyan had been work-constructive attributes. in everyone and in everybody.

tent”; a formula which has been turned ing to master those devices. . ] ; .

completely around from the original). On the other hand, psychologist Sarkisian Sworn InAmid Tlg ht Securlty

As a result, we have witnessed every-Samvel Khudoyan had the following to _

thing from widespread interrogations say in response to the same reportef-ontinuedfrompage 1 about the beating of demonstrators [in
and arrests, to people being calledfrom “Azg” - “Such manipulation can Liberty Square.] He called someone
“traitors to the nation” and extending be achieved by anyone who wishes toThey are responsible for the deaths ofand then said, ‘Dad, | have to go
to a variety of absurd reminisces like exploit another for his own ambitions. innocent people.” there.” | said, ‘Tigran, don't go, it's
“the years of stagnation”. There are of Such forms of manipulation are car- “This election must be annulled dangerous.”

course differences between what isried out during the elections of any and a new, democratic one must be Another action in memory of the

taking place now and the past. The given country. The only difference is held,” said Shushanik, a doctor. “This March 1 victims and against the new
dissidents of today have still not been that in the civilized world such crude is not about Levon. This is about our president was organized near the CEC
carted off to the psycho ward and for manipulations (ballot stuffing, psy- freedom.” building. With posters reading “Falsi-
the most part it has been sufficient to chological intimidation and physical Among the protesters were rela- fying Election Commission”, “[CEC
label them as “victims of psychologi- force) are replaced by more refinedtives of opposition supporters killed by Chairman] Azaryan is a Criminal” and
cal diversion” or “individuals who have forms. security forces. AllaHovannisian’s 23- other posters of similar content, a
been lobotomized”. During the Soviet But such sober evaluations didn’t year-old son, Tigran Khachatrian, was group of young people wearing black
era people were tracked down for correspond to the official version of one of them. “He didn’t go to rallies,” ribbons made several circles in front
reading books that were banned. To-things. The Public Prosecutor assertedshe said, holding the young man’s of the building and went away in si-
day, the reading of books at certain for example, that psychological offen- picture. “But on that day he heard lence.
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International Crisis Group Letters To The Editor
Armenia: Picking up the Pieces Genocide Denial - U.S. Policy Stamped In Blood
Armenia’s flawed presidential ernment, and increased government In April 2006, | encountered Sec- American citizen was murdered by

election, the subsequent lethal crack-censorship and control of key mediaretary of State Condoleezza Rice in anTurkish gendarmes in Gurin,
down against a peaceful protest rally, outlets. Though the economy has per-Alexandria, VA restaurant. | ap- Turkey . In 1897, the U.S. Consulate
the introduction of a state of emer- formed relatively well and poverty has proached Dr. Rice who was accompa-in Sivas completed its investigation of
gency and extensive arrests of opposi-decreased, corruption and cronyismnied by First Lady Laura Bush and a his murder and provided an official
tion supporters have brought the coun-still seriously restrict sustainable, eq- secret service cadre. As | shook herrecounting to the U.S. State Depart-
try to its deepest crisis since the war uitable growth. hand, | broached the subject of geno-ment and my great grandmother.
against Azerbaijan over Nagorno- Armenia needs to address thecide by commenting on my family’s (UCLA Professor Richard Hovannisian
Karabakh ended in 1994. The situationelectoral violence as well as more fun- support of action in Darfur. She re- obtained a microfiche copy of this
deprives Serzh Sarkisian, scheduled tadamental questions regarding theplied, “I have been there.” Moving to handwritten document and Tufts Pro-
be inaugurated as president on 9 Aprilcountry’s governance. If the incom- the topic of the Armenian Genocide, | fessor Lucy Der Manuelian assisted
2008, of badly needed legitimacy anding presidency takes the right course,told her | was in Washington to urge me in its transcription.)

handicaps prospects for much neededhe EU and U.S. need to help fostermy congressional delegation’s sup- This present-day official Geno-
democratic reform and resolution of reconciliation and deeper institutional port of a reaffirmation of the Armenian cide denial policy (i.e. use every word
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict alike. reform. Their reaction to the flawed Genocide — a horrific event every but genocide) is our community’s
Unless the U.S., EU and others with election and lethal crackdown, how- American Armenian connects to. She legacy initiated by President George
significant diplomatic leverage over ever, has been inadequate. The intersimply stared back at me - and, with- Herbert Walker Bush. The slippery
the regime in Yerevan exert pressure,national community needs to send aout further comment, departed. slope was strengthened and reaffirmed
Armenia is unlikely to make progress stronger message to ensure that Arme- This February, | was again in by President William Jefferson Clinton
on either. The Sarkisian administration nia remains a democratic state, with aWashington to promote Genocide re- who personally intervened to subvert
must urgently seek credible dialogue functional opposition thatdoes notlive affirmation. | metwith first-term Colo- passage of a House Genocide reaffir-
with the opposition, release prisonersin fear, and where basic human rights,rado Congressman, Doug Lamborn.mation resolution. President George
detained on political grounds, stop ar- including the right to freedom of as- Mr. Lamborn, a former Colorado State Walker Bush has grown genocide de-
rests and harassment of the oppositiorsembly and expression, are guaran-Representative, had cosponsored a statgial into an Administration-wide policy,
and lift all measures limiting freedom teed. resolution supporting Genocide rec- aided by the sheepish compliance of
of assembly and expression. Unless To avoid a crisis of legitimacy ognition. As CO District5 Representa- our 110th Congress. As my own expe-
steps are taken to address the politicaland the concomitant political instabil- tive, he cosponsored H. Res.106 inrience confirms, President Bush'’s de-
crisis, the U.S. and EU should suspendity, the Armenian authorities should: February 2007. However, that Octo- nial zeal has permeated into every pore

foreign aid and put on hold negotia- - release persons detained dueber, he withdrew his name. | wanted to of government — even reaching into
tions on further and closer coopera-to their political activity and cease know why! the highest levels of our traditionally
tion. arrests and threats against the opposi- During my meeting with Repre- non-partisan military command. An-

On 1 March 2008, police and tion, including againstthe runner-upin sentative Lamborn, he told me he hadother consequence of his proactive
security troops broke up a peacefulthe 19 February election, former Presi-rejected multiple State Department at-denial is the currently diminished Ad-
demonstration that had been going ondent Levon Ter-Petrosian; tempts to persuade him to withdraw ministration-proposed financial sup-
continuously in Yerevan's Liberty - authorise an independent in- from H. Res.106 because he under-port package for the blockaded Re-
Square to protest the announced offi-vestigation, with international partici- stood the historical facts of the event. public of Armenia.
cial result of the 19 February presiden- pation, into the 1 March violence and The turn came with an unsolicited call While both parties have been
tial election. Clashes with demonstra- follow through on the pledge to punish from General David Petraeus. He told complicitin denigrating the first Geno-
tors intensified later in the day, and the police officers who illegally used weap- Representative Lamborn that his sup-cide of the 20th Century, a change of
violence, involving firearms, arson and ons against civilians; port of the Armenian Genocide resolu- course could come with our 2008
looting, left seven civilians and one - revoke the amendments to thetion threatened the safety of our troopsPresidential election. Senators Clinton
police officer dead. More than 450 law on freedom of assembly adoptedin Iraq because of Turkey ‘s view of and Obama have pledged to reaffirm
people were reportedly injured, in- during the emergency rule and allow this sensitive political issue. the Armenian Genocide (Senator
cluding several dozen police and troops.peaceful protests in locations where When | heard Mr. Lamborn’s McCain would presumably maintain

Outgoing President Robert they will not cause a threat to public explanation, | was stunned. All I could the current policy of denial). | would
Kocharian reacted by declaring a order; think was how could this happen in urge every American-Armenian to re-
sweeping twenty-day state of emer- - lift remaining media restric- America — a country once viewed flect on our presidential history of
gency, which suspended many basictions and refrain from new restrictions around the world as a beacon of moralGenocide denial as they cast their vote
civil rights and temporarily banned on the media or access to the internetjustice. That America had actively and this November.
independent media reporting. The au- - investigate claims of violence officially assisted my great grand- And should our next Presidentcome
thorities used the claim that an at- and attacks against political party vote mother Haiganoosh sue the Ottomanto office with a pledged policy of Geno-
tempt, involving a vague “international monitors at polling stations and initiate Empire for its government directed cide reaffirmation, itis our community’s
conspiracy”, had been made to topplecriminal proceedings against perpetra-murder of her husband. My great duty to our history to press for that

the government as justification for ar- tors; and grandfather, Dr. Nahabed Abdalian, ancommitment to be honored.

resting over 100 opposition figures. - pursue acredible dialogue pro- American educated medical doctor, Pamela Barsam Brown

Though the state of emergency wascess with the opposition in an effort to ordained minister, and naturalized Boulder, Colorado

officially lifted on 21 March, President lower political tensions.

Kocharian signed a new law into effect To defuse tensions, the Arme- Correction

four days earlier placing new controls nian opposition should:

on political manifestations. - agree immediately and with- Editor: Foundation, as a non-profit, does not get
Sarkisian, prime minister since out preconditions to enter into dia- | was surprised to see my name injnvolved in political issues. No message

2007, is Kocharian’s hand-picked suc- logue with the government; a lengthy, rambling letter by Harout \was sent in the name of The Lincy

cessor, but questions about his elec- - impress upon supporters that Bronozian, published in the March 29 Eoundation.

tion and its violent aftermath will un- protests which aim to stir unrest, suchissue of Massis. Finally, Bronozian writes “One

dermine his authority. The 19 Febru- as blockading government buildings While I respect everyone’s rightto wonders what Sassounian will get in

ary election was marred by seriousand impeding the work of government have their own political opinion, I find it return?” | would like to state that, con-
irregularities, and the subsequent useministries, will not be condoned; and unacceptable that falsehoods and insultqrary to Bronozian’s insinuations, | have

of excessive force and wide arrests by - appeal the Constitutional are used to make a personal point. Asng interestin getting anything from any-

the authorities has caused a deep rift inCourt’s decision on the elections to the they say in Armenian, “hayhoyanke pasdigne. | resent Bronozian’s innuendo.

society. Unless opposition figures are European Court of Human Rights and sov e.” Bronozian is well advised to stick

freed, dialogue resumed and justiceconsider the same course with respect Bronozianiswrongwhenhewrites: to expressing his own opinion rather

pursued, this division will deepen. to other court decisions when all do- “Harut Sassounian’s Lincy Foundation than making false and insulting accusa-
Armenia’s democracy hasin most mestic remedies are exhausted. was another organization that quickly tions about others.

respects been in retreat for over a To facilitate a way out of the congratulated Sargsyan.” First of all, Sincerely,

decade. Some constitutional and legalimpasse, the EU and U.S. should: The Lincy Foundation is not mine. It Harut Sassounian

reforms have been undertaken, but - encourage all major Armenian does not belong to me. | am just an Publisher,

they are mostly formalistic and the political forces to engage in direct employee there. Secondly, The Lincy The California Courier

exception. The rule has been flawednegotiations to find ways to defuse
elections, concentration of power in tensions and speed reconciliation; and

the hands of the executive, an army - deliver clear messages to the WWW maSSiSWGley.COm
and security services which enjoy vir- Sarkisian administration that business )

tual impunity, a court system subser- massisZ@earthIink.net

vient to and manipulated by the gov- Continued onpage 4




(4 Massis weekly APRIL 12, 2008 )

KCET Airs ‘Armenian: A Story Of Survival’ Merdinian School 26th Anniversary

OnApril 24 Banquet Celebration
AMAA Vice President Peter Kougasian, Esq. Keynote Speaker
New High School Project Highlighted

Armenians: A Story of Survival,
a film by Emmy-Award winning pro-
ducer Andrew Goldberg, airs Thurs-
day, April 24 (8:00-9:00 p.m.) onKCET. [ _3
Filmed in 12 countries, the documen- %3
tary explores the Armenian people’s §
struggle from their humble beginnings

By Joyce Abdulian behind the school from its inception 27
years ago.” Accepting her award post-
The Universal Sheraton Hotel humously was her husband, Dr. Vahe

Roof Garden was, on March 2, 2008, Pierre Haig. The other honorees were:
to their near elimination and beyond. the celebration site of the 2@nniver- ~Zaven Khanjian, Koko Balian, Samir
Narrated by Academy Award win- sary of the Charlotte and Elise Ekmekji, Hratch Sarkis, and Dr.
ner Olympia Dukakis, Armenians: A [ b Merdinian Armenian Evangelical NazarethDarakjian,
Story of Survival includes interviews ARMENIAN School. Peter Kougasian, an Assistant ~ Dr. Steve Aharonian, AMAA
with scholars and writers, including ALAY N AN D District Attorney of New York City President, encouraged the gathering to
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Elie Wisel | was Keynote speaker. He spoke abougontinue their financial support for the
Dr. Robert J. Lifton, author of The the importance of an Armenian Evan- 9rowth of the school—pledging
Nazi Doctors, and Peter Balakin, au- gelical education such as the one of-AMAA’s support by raising  10% of
thor of Black Dog of Fate. This pro- fered at Merdinian. He shared how his the cost. A conditional-use permit for
gram also includes interviews with the [_ ancestor’'s Armenian Evangelical faith the new expansion has been granted as
Head of the Armenian Church and the (58 and education continues to influence Of this printing, adding 13,100 square

A Slawy & Swiradi

President of Armenia. him. feet on the same school site for a high

Story of Survival follows the journey empires and the near-elimination of Son of Henry Morgenthau, the US have the capacity to increase from 260
of the Armenian people starting from its people during the first Genocide Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire t0 650-_ _ o
their beginnings near the Middle East, of the 20th century. Also profiled are during World War I. He relayed a Principal Hovsep Injejikian
where they were identified only by the birth of the Armenian nation, Warm message from Mr. Morgenthau. Stressed the importance of a high school
their different language, and contin- which achieved its independence He shared how the Morgenthau family by stating; “When the students leave
ues with Armenia’s conversion to from the Soviet Union and became aare fierce partisans of the Armenian Us at the end of middle school, they are
Christianity in 301 A.D. The docu- member of the United Nations in the People in the world today stating “Ar- Still teenagers. They are not fully com-
mentary also explores some of theearly 1990s; the Armenian Diaspora; Menian blood flows through their veins mltte? to their Armenian Christian heri-
countless wars Armenians have Armenia’'s war with neighboring and whenever there is an Armeniantage. _
fought to defend their faith, Azerbaijan; and the future of the cause, they can always be counted on Master Of__ ceremonies Dr.
Armenia’s domination by numerous country and its people. to try to bring a sense of justice.” ~ Nazareth Darakjian stated how the
The evening began with the hon- school started with, “a few visionaries

Oring of Armenian history and lan- and with a lot of faith and hope." Miss

Fresno guage teacher Ashkhen Ispendjian.Elise Merdinian made the school pos-
Armenian Minister From Turkey To Keynote Board of Directors Chairman, Dr. Hrair Sible by donating her entire estate to
. . Atikian honored Mrs. Ispendjian for the AMAA.
Genocide Month Gathering her 25 years of devoted service to the ~ An architectural drawing of the

. _ ' students and school. She came toProposed new highschoolwas proudly
An Armenian pastor whose min- to serve as pastor of the Gedik Pashayerdinian after serving in Lebanon as €xhibited by the building committee

istry is based in the Republic of Turkey congregation. He is married to the 3 teacher and principal for 20 years.consisting of Samir Ekmekji, Dr. Hrair
will speak at the oldest Armenian former Maria Semerji and they have Here, she not only taught Armenian Atikian, Hratch Sarkis, and Herair
Church in the State of California. two children. language and history, but preparedMouradian. Evening co-chairpersons
Reverend Krikor Aghabaloghlu Founded in 1850, the Gedik Pa- texthooks for these courses when noHelga Sarkis and Seta Nalbandian, along
will keynote the Spring 2008 Dinner of sha church is one of the oldest Arme-gych hooks existed. Mrs. Ispendjian With their committee, were encour-
the First Armenian Presbyterian Church nian Evangelical houses of worship in expressed her appreciation for theaged by the enthusiasm shared by the
Men’s Fellowship. the Republic of Turkey and was the honor and confessed she “lied” to herévenings large crowd and some im-
The dinner event, honoring the home church of the late Hrant Dink, stydents claiming no knowledge of Promptu donations. The Lark Musical
faith and sacrifices of the Armenian founding editor of the influential Agos  English in order to encourage their useSocieties Women’s Acappella Chorus
Martyrs of 1915, will take place on Weekly .newspaper. and understanding of Armenian. provided the musical portion of the
Tuesday evening, April 29, 2008, at the In 2005, the Turkish national tele- Former students honored her. €vening under the direction of Maestro
church campus, 430 South First Streetvision channel, Flash TV, invited pyduk player Armen Kvryan, per- Vatsche Barsoumian.
at Huntington Boulevard in Fresno.  Aghabaloghlu to participate in a five- formed a musical piece and Greg From the humble beginning in
The evening will begin with eth- hour live talk show on the topic of the Martayan, stated, “Merdinian is not 1982 with only 13 students and no
nic appetizers at 6:30 p.m. and con-Armenian Genocide. The young pastorjyst a school feeding into college prep campus of their own, Merdinian has
tinue with a barbecue steak and chickenhad once been jailed for challenging schools. Merdinian is the prep school developed into this unique Armenian
dinner at 7 p.m. The event is open tothe confiscation of church property by fqr Jife.” Evangelical School shaping the lives of
the public and reservations, at $10 perthe authorities. Shocking his broad- Also honored were individuals hundreds of students as they envelop
person, may be made by calling Georgecast hosts, he told viewers there wasyho have served 15 years or more ontheir Armenian Christian heritage
Karkazian at (559) 434-9009. no doubt genocide had occurred andihe Board of Directors. The late Mrs. coupled with a first class education.
The keynote speaker was born inthat citizens of Anatolia knew the truth pjice Haig was highlighted as the Elise Merdinian’s dream was realized
1957 in Arapkir, Turkey near the about the subject. He insisted that a«gjrst chairperson and moving force beyond her expectations.
confluence of the Eastern and Westernmember of the clergy has the obliga-

branche's.of th'e Euphrates R'iver's. Af— tion to 'Fell the truth a}nd he refused to Armenia: picking up the Pieces

ter receiving his early education in his allow himself to be silenced. _ _ _

native city and Malatya Province, The host congregation in Fresno Continuedfrompage 3 pend foreign aid;

Aghabaloghlu matriculated at the Uni- has its roots in the Ottoman Empire of - the Council of Europe should

versity of Istanbul, a state institution 19"Century Turkey. On July 25, 1897, as usual will not be possible until seri- consider suspending Armenia’s mem-
dating to A.D. 1453. He majored in the 40 immigrants from Marsovan, a town ous steps are taken to reconcile thebership; and
history of Turkey as an undergraduatein the Central Black Sea region, char- Armenian polity as well as to address - the U.S., EU and EU member
and received a Bachelors of Educationtered the First Armenian Presbyterianthe root causes of the current instabil-states should consider, especially if
Degree in 1979. Church of Fresno. The boyhood ity. there is more violence, initiating a dip-
Some vyears later, Aghabaloghlu church of authors William Saroyan If the government does not take lomatic embargo on visits by President
completed graduate work at the Bitinia and A.l. Bezzerides, FAPC today has acredible steps to implement the mea-Sarkisian and senior officials of the
Bible School of Istanbul. In September multigenerational congregation drawn sures recommended above and if arSecurity services.
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network. We offer:

¢ Prescription Drug Coverage
# Individual and Family Plans
*» Plans for Small Businesses

« Dental Coverage

* Medicare Supplement Plans

Authorized Independent Agent

- |-
mE Wik
i . =

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of

Cross name and symbol ane registenad servic

affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

= Life Insurance

B B Lite & Heatth Insurance Lompay

= HSA-Compatible Plans

b &7 Life & Health nsurance Compary

= Integrated Workers’ Compensation

by Employers Comperahion (nswmance Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health care!

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

1807 W GLENCAKS BLVD. #202 @
GLENDALE, CA 91301 2

(818) 502-3233

HARUTEEXCELHYE COM B |{UE$T‘:',55
WA EXCEL HYE.COM et

CA Insurance The Power of Blue™
License #0B28270

Blige Cross of Calfomia BOC) amd BC Lige & Health Insurance Laompary (BLLEH| are
Independant Licensees of the Blue Cross Assaclaticn (BCAL The Power of Blue and the Bluse

£ marks ol the BCA SRHEG HLL CANTTE




EQ 18 - GUPUMG@, UMNMrbPL 12, 2008 uuuru

COAST TO COAST
TELETHON
FOR

ARMENIAN BONE MARROW DONOR REGISTRY’S
PAN-ARMENIAN STEM CELL HARVEST CENTER

IN YEREVAN, ARMENIA

Make Your Pledge, Call Today:
Toll Free 1-888-75-ABMDR
www.ABMDR.am

Broadcasted throughout:

WEBCAST:

The Center:

Will bring this modern day medical miracle within reach of many Armenian patients who are often denied
this life saving procedure because of prohibitive costs.

Will significantly improve the collection of stem cells from volunteer donors, & reduce the cost of the trans-
plantation by over 40%.

Will become a regional center for stem cell harvesting , bringing not only revenues from other countries,
but positioning the Center as a vital and active player among transplantation centers worldwide.
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Zemire

LARK MUSICAL SOCIETY

A New Production by

AGBU ARDAVAZT THEATER COMPANY
AND
LARK MUSICAL SOCIETY

Dikran Tchouhadjian

ZEMIRE

Opera Semiseria in Four Acts

8
S

G 11 T

Stage Director:
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

s

Music Director:
VATSCHE BARSOUMIAN

A large cast of singers, actors, chorus,
orchestra and supernumeraries.

Friday
May 30, 2008, 8:00 pm
Saturday
May 31, 2008, 8:00 pm
Sunday
June 1, 2008, 3:30 pm

Pasadena Civic Auditorivm
300 East Green Street
Pasadena, CA




