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Council Of Europe Assembly Condemns Thousands Rally In Yerevan To Voice Support For
Armenian Crackdown Political Prisoners

STRASBOURG -
The Council of Europe Pa
liamentary Assembly
(PACE) last Thursday co
demned the Armenian a
thorities’ post-electio
crackdown on the oppos :
tion and warned that fai N L S D
ure to reverse it would p
at risk Armenia’s full
membership in th
Strasbourg-based orga
zation.

In a resolution, the
assembly demanded an “independent, _
transparent and credible inquiry” into Similar calls from the Council of
the March 1 deadly clashes in YerevanEUrope’s decision-making Committee §
between security forces and opposi—Of Ministers as well as the European [
tion supporters and “the urgent releaseUnion and the United States. Nonethe-
of the persons detained on seeminglyl€ss; their crackdown on the opposi-
artificial and politically motivated tion led by former President Ter- '
charges.” It also said that the recently Petrosian appears to have continued YEREVAN -- In what was the former President Levon Ter-Petrosian

enacted legal amendments which ef-unabated in recent weeks. first opposition rally authorized by the and his imprisoned loyalists.
fectively banned opposition rallies “The Assembly condemns the Armenianregime intwo months, thou- It was also the largest gathering
should be repealed “with immediate arrest and continuing detention of sands of people assembled in Yerevan _

effect.” scores of persons, including more thanat the weekend to voice support for Continued onpage 4

The resolution stressed that theseon€ hundred opposition supporters an

measures are necessary conditions fofhree members of parliament, on what Turkey Says Wants Dialogue With Armenia
a dialogue between the Armenian gov-appear to be politically motivated
ernment and the opposition as well ascharges,” read the PACE resolution. ANKARA -- Turkey’'s foreign minister said Monday he is seeking a

far-reaching political reforms which it “This constitutes a de facto crack- | dialogue with the new governmentinstalled in Armenia to try to normalize ties
said need to be implemented in thedown on the opposition by the authori- [ between two neighbors who have no diplomatic relations.
country. It warned that failure to take ties.” Ali Babacan told reporters he had written to his Armenian countefpart
them would mean that “the credibility The Kocharian-Sarkisian regime's | saying that Turkey “is open to dialogue with the aim of normalizing TurKish-
of Armenia as a member of the Council handling of the February 19 presiden-| Armenian ties in the new era.”
of Europe is put into doubt.” tial election and the ensued dramatic "Admittedly we have problems, some of which date back 100 yegars,
“The Assembly should therefore developments were high onthe agendg Babacan said, when he was asked about Turkey-Armenia relations dyring a
consider the possibility of suspending of the PACE’s weeklong spring ses- | news conference with the visiting_Austrian Foreign Minister Ursu_la Plaspnik.
the voting rights of the Armenian del- Sionin Strasbourg. As well as adopting "But the only way of overcoming these problems |sthrough dialogue| Our
egation to the Assembly at the openingthe resolution, the assembly discussed doors are open to dialogue in this new period,” Babacan said.

of its June 2008 part-session, if no earlier in the week a separate report

considerable progress has been mad@res_‘:megtgy al P'?CE clielegg'[tir:)n that Gowv. Schwarzenegger Proclaims Days of
- . monitored the election along with more . .
on these requirements by then, readthan 200 Western observers. Remembrance Of the Armenlan GenOCIde for 2008

the resolution.

California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has proclaimed the week of

U.S. Helsinki Commission Holds Hearings On April 20" through April 2T as “Days of Remembrance of the Armenian
. . Genocide.” Following is the text of the proclamation:
Armenian Elections

PROCLAMATION

WASHINGTON, DC -- On ington has a vested interest in Every April, we take time to commemorate the lives of those forever
Thursday, April 17 a hearing entitled, Armenia’s security, regional economic devastated by the Armenian Genocide. Between 1915 and 1923, more than on
“Armenia after the Election,” was held integration, and the freedom of the million Armenians were killed in the territory of the Ottoman Empire, and
by the Commission on Security and Armenian people to exercise their in- countless more lost everything they owned. Intellects and store owners, children
Cooperationin Europe, on Capitol Hill. ternationally recognized human rights and seniors, men and women, people from all walks of life were victims of these

The Commission on Security and to shape their own future. horrific acts. Often listed as the first genocide of the twentieth century, these
Cooperation in Europe, also known as Armenia has shown “some signs events had a life-altering impact on many, and stimulated an Armenian Diaspora.
the U.S. Helsinki Commission, is a of progress” since officials there lifted California has ensured that those lost and affected by this tragedy will not
U.S. Government agency that moni- a 20-day state of emergency that wasbe forgotten. In 2006, | signed Assembly Bill 1210, authored by Assemblyman
tors progress in the implementation of imposed in response to the post-elec-Lloyd Levine, to allow construction of a memaorial for California’s survivors in
the provisions of the 1975 Helsinki tion turmoil. Capitol Park. Additionally, in 2005, | signed Senate Bill 424 authored by Senator
Accords. The Commission consists of Bryzanoted thatthe U.S. Admin- Chuck Poochigian, which designated in state law a specific time to observe the
nine members from the United Statesistration called on Armenian officials California Days of Remembrance of the Armenian Genocide.
Senate, nine from the House of Repre-to conduct an impartial investigation | ask all Californians to take time this week to reflect on this tragedy and its
sentatives, and one member each fromand prosecute anyone who used vio-consequences. In joining our friends in the Armenian-American community in
the Departments of State, Defense andence, as well as restore all basic free-this observance, all of California helps remember the lives that were lost or
Commerce. doms in both law and practice, resur- changed by these fateful events.

Testifying on behalf of the Bush rect democratic reforms, and initiate a NOW, THEREFORE, |, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor of the
Administration, Matthew Bryza, national dialogue between the govern-State of California, do hereby proclaim April 20-27, 2008, as “Days of Remem-
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State ment, opposition and civil society lead- brance of the Armenian Genocide.”

for European and Eurasian Affairs, ers that will ensure freedom of assem- IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the
told Members of Congress that “what bly in exchange for a pledge to protestGreat Seal of the State of California to be affixed this 7th day of April 2008.
happens in Armenia matters to the ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

United States.” He added that Wash- Continued on page 4 Governor of California
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Swedish Archives Confirm: It Was A Genocide! On Eve Of Genocide Anniversary, It Is Time For
Congress To Act

A recently conducted study at Wirsén published his memoirs, entitled
the Uppsala University has revealed Minnen fran fred och krig (‘Memories By Rep. Ed Royce
highly interesting information in the from Peace and War”), reflecting upon
Swedish Archives, which once histime as Swedish Military Attaché in Itis far pasttime when the United
again confirm the researchers’ view of the Balkans and Turkey. In a chapterStates Congress should go on recorg
the events in the Ottoman Turkey entitled Mordet pd en nation (“The officially recognizing the Armenian
during the First World War: the Chris- Murder of a Nation”), Wirsén renders Genocide. As a State Senator, with the
tian minorities, the Armenians in his observations of the Armenian mas-help of Governor George Deukmejian,
particular, were subjected to geno- sacres: “Officially, these [deportations] | authored the first resolution recog-
cide. had the goal to move the entire Arme-nizing the Armenian genocide, which

The massacres in Ottoman Tur- nian population to the steppe regionspassed the California Legislature. In
key during the First World War claimed of Northern Mesopotamia and Syria, Congress, George Radanovich, Jim
the lives of approximately 1.5 million butin reality they aimed to exterminate Rogan and myself, along with biparti- |
out of a world population of four [utrota] the Armenians [emphasis san support, were able to successfull
million Armenians, while over 250,000 added], whereby the pure Turkish el- passthe first Armenian Genocide Reso
Assyrians/Chadeans and equalementin Asia Minor would achieve a lution through the foreign affairs com-
number of Pontic Greeks. In 1923, for dominating position.” In the conclu- mittee. Later, Adam Schiff, with the
the first time in over 2,500 sion of this chapter he recalls his support of myself and others, was able
years, Armenians nolonger lived on 85 conversation with the Turkish Grand to do the same. But, regardless ofderstood quite well that they had handed
% of their fatherland. Thus, the Vizier Talaat Pasha and notes: “Thewhether the President was Bill Clinton down a death sentence to the Armenian
Armenian genocide was, in a sense, aannihilation of the Armenian nation or George Bush, and whether thepeople. The Turks not only knew of
successful genocide, acquiring the[emphasis added] in Asia Minor must Speaker was Dennis Hastert or Nancywhat they were doing, but spoke quite
perpetrators an Armenia without Ar- revolt all human feelings.The way the Pelosi, the impact of the Government freely of it. Eighty years later, however,
menians. Armenian problem was solved was of Turkey’s protests has had the samemany are still unwilling to recognize the

The conducted survey covers hair-raising. | still can see in front of effect. The Genocide Resolution, killing for what it was: genocide.
the period between 1915 and 1923 andme Talaat’s cynical expression, whenwhich we have passed through the The U.S. has long been a global
includes, among others, reports whichhe emphasized that the Armenian Quesforeign Affairs Committee, has con- leader in promoting human rights
the Swedish Ambassador, Cosswation was solved.” sistently been checkmated by the Gov-around the world. On the issue of the
Anckarsvard, and the Swedish Mili- The mentioned quotations are aernment of Turkey. The reason the Armenian genocide, however, we lag
tary Attaché, Einar af Wirsén, both fraction of the information presented Government of Turkey can't be al- behind. The French, Swiss, Swedish,
stationed in Constantinople, sentto thein the study. In addition to the men- lowed to halt passage of this resolutionGermans, and even the Russian gov-
Foreign Department (found in tioned archives of the Foreign is because of the gravity of the subjecternments recognize the Armenian geno-
the National Archive) and the General Ministry and the General Staff, the of genocide. cide properly. As a global leader in
Staff Headquarters (found in the reports from the Swedish missionaries On April 24, 1915, the Ottoman human rights, it is imperative for the
War Archive) in Stockholm, respec- and the Swedish newspapers wereEmpire set out on a campaign to exter-U.S. to stand on principle and recog-
tively. In total, about eighty also included in the study and concurminate the Armenian people. Betweennize the annihilation of the Armenians.
documents were found with direct with the same view. The surveyed 1915 and 1923, the numbers were However, it is no less important
relevance to the so-called Armenian documents are mainly in regard to thehorrific. One and a half million Arme- today to recognize the Armenian geno-
Question, of which some are over- Armenian Question, but the data bednians were murdered and 500,000 decide for what it is. The deafening
explicit in their message: the Turkish indicates that other Christian groups, ported from their homelands. At the silence that came in its wake set the
Government conducted a systematicsuch as Greeks and Syriacs, wereend of these eight years, the Armenianstage for a century that saw genocides
extermination of the Armenian Nation. affected by the same fate. population of Anatolia and Western occur in Europe, Africa, and Asia.

On July 6, 1915, Ambassador The study clearly emphasises the Armenia was virtually eliminated, be- While the Armenian genocide was the
Anckarsvard, writing to the Swedish conceptof “bystander”. While the word coming one of the 20th Century’s first of the 20th century, the blind eye
Foreign Minister, Knut Wallenberg, itselfimpliesthatthe bystanders do notdarkest chapters. cast to the slaughter of Armenians was
concludes: “Mr. Minister, The perse- participate in the genocide, some con- While acknowledging the role a point used by Hitler who asked his
cutions of the Armenians have reachedtend that they are far from just a played by the Ottoman Empire inkilling joint chiefs of staff, “Who...speaks
hair-raising proportions and all points neutral viewer to the tragedy, but pas- Armenians, some have laid doubt to thetoday of the [their] annihilation?”
to the fact that the Young Turks want sive participators in the annihilation. claim of genocide, citing the subsequent To the critics who say that we
to seize the opportunity, since The British statesman and political deportation of the survivors as merely ashould not dwell on history, | say it's
due to different reasons there are nothinker Edmund Burke’s statement movement of a people from one land tomuch harder to get tomorrow right if
effective external pressure to be captures the essence of the bystanderanother. Henry Morgenthau, the U.S. we get yesterday wrong. The world’s
feared, to once and for all put an end toto genocide: “the only thing necessary Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire from strength to oppose killing today is made
the Armenian question. The forthe triumph of evil is for good men 1913-1916, saw it much differently. In greater by accountability, for actions
means for this are quite simple andto do nothing.” The documents his memoirs, Morgenthau recalls that present, but also past. It's weakened
consist of the extermination clearlyindicate thatthe Swedish Gov- the Turks, “never had the slightest ideaby denial of accountability of past
[utrotandet] of the Armenian nation ernment was well informed about of reestablishing the Armenians in (a) acts. Not recognizing the Armenian
[emphasis added].” Anckarsvéard’'s the state-orchestrated exterminationnew country” knowing that “the great genocide, as such, does just that.
reports until 1920 persisted inthe sameof the Armenians. They also majority of those would...either die of
insight. At several occasions, the Am- disclose that the Government, fully in thirst and starvation, or be murdered by Rep. Ed Royce is a Republican
bassador points out that “It is obvious accordance with the policy of a the wild Mohammedan desert tribes.” from California. He is the Ranking
that the Turks are taking the opportu- small state, consciously chose not to I recall Morgenthau’s words here Member of the Terrorism, Nonpro-
nity to, now during the war, annihilate intervene in the matter, neither because he saw first hand the atrocidiferation, and Terrorism Subcom-
[utplana] the Armenian nation [empha- during the massacres nor after whenties wrought on the Armenians, and hemittee and is a senior member of
sis added] so that when the peacethe League of Nations suggestedhad been told by Turks that they un-the Armenia Caucus.
comes no Armenian question longer Sweden as a mandate power in Arme-
exists.” In a later report (1917) he nia. While resorting to isolationism Foreign Minister Carl Bildt, unambiguous: Armenians were sub-
underlines that the massacres are noturing the period of the implementa- during an interpellation in the Swedish jected to genocide.
clashes between the Muslim andtion of the genocide, Sweden Parliament, refrained from officially The study in its whole is included
the Armenian populations, but “that followed the general stream, in par- recognising the 1915 genocide, partlyin a master thesis paper which will
the persecutions of Armenians haveticular that of the Major Power’s, by referring to “the need of additional be presented in the Higher Seminar at
been done at the instigation of the during the post-war period when the research about what really transpiredthe Uppsala University’'s Department
Turkish Government [emphasis question of securing the future of inthe Ottoman Empire.” The surveyed of History. It will also be available at
added]...” As an explanation to the the Armenian Nation was discussed.documents should at least quench thahttp://www.armenica.org . Vahagn
prevailing famine in Turkey during Sweden, as all other states, choseneed; the official reports from the Avedian, Editor of Armenica.org and
1917, the Embassy Envoy Alhgren to secure its national interests ratherSwedish Ambassador and the SwedishMaster Degree Student at Uppsala
mentions the shortage of workers, than standing out from the rest Military Attaché in Constantinople are University, Uppsala, Sweden.
which is claimed partly to be a result of by advocating Armenia’s right and the

“the extermination of the Armenian question of punishing the perpetrators NOR SEROUNT TV LIVE

race [utrotandet af den armeniska rasenpf the Armenian genocide. The present-JgRyN=5 sl ~Sey Nz 1R =Bk e T\ N = I VIR C N =l N 10) VB = = 101 21T\ 1 ¢
[emphasis added]”. Major Wirsén’s day Swedish Government does not GLOBCAST SATELLITE

reports to the General Staff concur seem to be willing to become involved
with Anckarsvard’s analysis. In 1942 in the question either. Just last fall, the EVERY THURSDAY 10.00 to 11.00 PM

Rep. EdRoyce
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Germany's role in the Armenian
genocide had been for many years
obscure and shrouded in uncertainty.
But now there is no doubt that without

Germany And The Armenian Genocide
By Toros Sarian

member of the military mission they will

prove that not only did the Germans do
nothing to prevent the persecution of the
Armenians, but that certain orders to-

Germany’s support the Turkish na-
tionalist government would not have
been able to carry out its plan of
eliminating all Armenians living in the

Ottoman Empire. The very close rela-
tionship between the German Empire
and the Ottoman Empire stretched back
wellinto the mid 19 century. Through

considerable military aid, Germany at-
tempted to gain influence within the
Ottoman Empire. The Baghdad rail-
way project later was to play an impor-
tant strategic role in the relationship. |
Germany was increasingly becoming af
direct competitor with France, En-
gland and Russia in the region and it
seemed for the Turkish government
that only one European Great Power| - =
had no interest in breaking up the
Ottoman Empire; namely Germany.
Ottoman Empires entry into the war on

wards this objective were even sent out,
i.e. signed by them.”

Right up to the end of the war
leading German politicians and Military
leaders were convinced that the mainte-
nance of the German-Turkish alliance
was more important than saving Arme-
nians. Many leaders openly declared the
Armenians to be the enemy, as in the
case of General Hans von Seekt, ap-
pointed head of the Turkish army, who
declared in the summer of 1918: “At this
moment, we must not be concerned for
the Armenians, but rather regard them as
the enemy. It is an impossible state of
affairs to be allied with the Turks and to
speak up for the Armenians. It is my
belief that every consideration, be it
Christian, sentimental or political, must
stand aside for the severe, but clear
necessity of war.” In the summer of

the side of Germany cleared the wayThe Baghdad railway project was used for the Turkish “Evacuation Plans”

for the implementation of policies

1918 the survivors of the Turkish an-
nihilation policies had been herded into

which resulted in the catastrophe whichfor us Germans as their current alliesthe continuation of the alliance with the area around Yerevan. The Turkish
began in early 1915. The Armenians and advisors, if we continue to stand the Ottoman Empire was more impor- troops, with German support, were ad-
remembered all too well the German back and allow the destruction of this tant than saving the Armenians: “Our vancing towards Baku. The dream of the
support for the Armenian hater Abdul people. Apart from this, this proce- only aim is to keep Turkey on our side Pan-Turkist’'s would have become real-
Hamid. Within some Armenian circles dure is highly deplorable in the interest until the end of the war, no matter ity if a few months later the German and
there was fear that Germany would of the economic position of the coun- whether Armenians perish as a result.Ottoman Empires had not capitulated. A
again tolerate a Turkish Government’stry, and German enterprises will also If the war continues much longer, we few months more and the last Armenian
anti-Armenian policy. be affected if this industrious race is will need the Turks even more.” would have been sacrificed to the “ne
As in the spring of 1915 the destroyed. If the undersigned take the However, Germany did not re- cessities of war”.
systematic deportation policy of the liberty of conveying a report about strict itself to the political toleration of Germany had hesitated alongtime
Armenian population was implemented these circumstances to the Imperialthe Turkish annihilation policy. The Ger- before resolving to face up to this dark
the German missionaries set aboutEmbassy, then they are doing so undeman military took an active part in the chapter of their history. Hardly any Ger-
convincing the Armenian populationto the assumption that these facts are noanti-Armenian policies of the Turkish man historian had spent time on re-
follow without resistance the Turkish known in full to the Imperial German Government. In many documented casesearching the events surrounding the
“Evacuation Plans”. The real motives Embassy.” German officers were part of the mili- Armenian Genocide. The German par-
of the Turkish Government were ap- The German Embassy as well astary forces which crushed the feeble andties and the Government had taken up no
parently unknown to these naive mis- the Governmentin Berlin had been well hopeless armed Armenian resistancestance to this theme in deference to the
sionaries. They were totally convinced informed of the events in all parts of From Foreign Office documentation Turkish government and the large num-
that it was better for the Armenians to the Ottoman Empire by their network evidence shows that the German Majorbers of Turkish immigrants living in
put up no resistance to the orders ofof representatives and their written Eberhard Graf Wolffskeel von Germany. Thistraditional German-Turk-
the Turkish authorities. As the Arme- reports. In order to prevent the news Reichenberg participated in the military ish friendship was not to be endangered
nians woke up to the real danger of theof Turkish atrocities reaching the Ger- action against the resistance in Urfa andby digging into the past. Just a few days
policies and that the Germans were notman public the German authorities usedthe areas of Zeitun, Marasch and Musabefore the 90 th aninnversary of the
going to save them from liquidation, it their power of censor. Despite this, Dagh. The Prussian Major Bottrich Armenian Genocide Rememberance Day
was too late. A protestant Armenian the public experienced more and moreheaded the railway department of thein 2005, the German Parliamentin one of
cleric attacked bitterly the harmful details of the crimes committed in the Ottoman general staff from 1914 to their sittings paid respects to the victims
influence of the Germans: ,We were Ottoman Empire. Especially, church 1917 was responsible for sending Arme-of the Armenian Genocide. Meanwhile,
willing to remain loyal. Until the depor- circles protested more and more nian workers, contracted to build the Turkey and Turkish Organisations in
tations began. If we had started at thatagainst the total annihilation of a Chris- Bagdad Railway, to their certain death. Germany tried to prevent the passing of
point to resist the beginning extermi- tian race. In a letter to the German He personally signed the deportationa resolution through massive lobbying.
nation of our people, we would have Chancellor the representative of thecommands of the Armenian workers at Despite this pressure afidrkish threats
been in command of the situation andProtestant Church warned that: “The his disposal. The vice-director of the the resolution was supported by all fac-
not doomed to ruination as we are outrage in neutral and enemy countriesBagdad Railway recognised at once thetions and passed through the Parliament
today. But all our German friends in is growing concerning this issue and grave mistake which Bottrich had made censoring the annihalation polcies of the
Marasch, Haruniye, Urfa, Malatia and will certainly lead to heated outcries as as seen in this statement: ,There will Turkish Government of the time. The
Ma’'muret-ul-Aziz urgently advised us soon as the full extent of the truth is come a time when our adversaries will resolution, it should be noted, also criticised
to submit ourselves and then nothingmade known. Won't this indignation pay a lot of money to own this docu- the unacceptable role of the German Em-
would happento us. Believing inthem, be increasingly used with increased ment, because with the signature of apire in the Armenian Genocide.
we followed that advice and the fact severity against Germany? A country
that we relied on the German influence seen by the world as the only country,
proved catastrophic for us.” due to its relationship with Turkey,
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Many German eye witnesses of capable of preventing these terrible
the tragedy taking place in all parts of things and ensuring that the, albeit
the Ottoman Empire were incensednecessary measures, be restricted t
that their government did not do any- the strategic essentials. In the samsg
thing against the ongoing liquidation way as Germany was made respon-
policy of the Turkish Government. sible for Turkey’s entering the war
They actually believed that it was pos- and for the proclamation of the “Holy
sible for the German politicians in Ber- War”, the entire blame for the extermi-
lin to be uninformed of the day to day nation of a Christian race will be at-
atrocities taking place in Asia Minor. tached to Germany.” The German
Eye witnesses in Konia wrote to the Chancellor whilst attempting to pla-
German Ambassador describing thecate church representative still held to
mass deportations: “The whole mea-the alliance with Turkey despite the
sure seems to be aimed at the completenurder of Christian Armenians. Just a
extermination of the Armenians. This few years ago the German journalist
inhumane treatment constitutes a dis-and publisher Wolfgang Gust discov-
grace, which is indelible in world his- ered in released Foreign Office files a

tory, not only for the Turks, but also memorandum which clearly shows that

. BETED FILMRGIEET ILOELS W
'l-t“["'li.t'l.-l'l]‘-f. 5 S0 MR SEMSEBILED
ULartral S0b ke
I aE YILSTIYEMIE SOUOLMHLEE Y SILTsPG
WErWE, ESnl 4=, 20N
k . dudp SB04%
La Canala High Scheol Audilarinm
4463 Oak Grave Blvd, La Cafada, OA 91001
{laersrtbon of Cuak Ciroase ol Foothi® Blvd. )
ShubT LARLE LRESPIBILL
LOrnFuenm b SLWEbULRLE
EMEFESLEE

nigm. Fmypmt Lowg ke = "bmpruninep
Fnlgm. W bnpurivur gk k' = @mpumly
Up. Teypmich $hptp - Fungmypurky
Op. btk <mdpmpdnultomb = Unmgpmhn

Worpnwh by Bpdphl Lywpmbbhubikp
chi|mppings degmipyulph wpopeodp
{pihpq (] hqp -.h.“'h ﬂ'mtl mhlktimgy 5t|.|[|u.:u|‘|r|r|1]l|:|.|h
Snidep Tmkp S5
Sadodpay boslarpy bdoerdopkis”
o b Sl maihy ' SEEER L4 bir DhaleBidow ik’ (0H) BED-) 208
Shiphk MEpkhd Slp-fawbdubobhl’ (15 AFLSTAT




(4 Massis weekly APRIL 26, 2008 )

Tribute To John Evans U.S. Helsinki Commission Holds Hearings
Former US Ambassador Honored By OnArmenian Elections
Canadian-Armenian Community _ _ .
Continued frompage 1 Chairman ofthe U.S. Helsinki Com-
TORONTO -- Mr. John Evans, [l mission Rep. Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL),
the former US Ambassador to Armenia, *, lawfully. The U.S. has also urged the noted that a substantial effort has been
was honoured in Toronto at a dinner * authorities to release individuals that made, and will continue to be made, to
gathering, which took place on Friday, have been arrested for political rea-assist Armenia in democracy-building
April 18, 2008, starting at 7:00pm and sons. and full economic development.
lasted until midnight. The Manoogian The hearing also focused on the Others who testified before the

Hall of the Armenian General Benevolent
Union Community Centre, 930 Progress
Ave, Scarborough, was packed with
over 200 individuals, among them Fed-
eral MPs Alan Tonks and Gurbax Malhi,
Provincial MP Amrit Mangat, Toronto

District School Board Trustee Mary

Rutka, Primate of the Armenian Church
of Canada Bishop Bagrat Galstanian,
Pastors and representatives of the Hol

ongoing Organization for Security and Commission included Giorgi Gogia,
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) negotia- Caucasus Researcher for Human Rights
tions on Nagorno Karabakh and Watch, Arman Grigorian, Spokesman
Armenia’s qualifications for assistance for former President Levon Ter-
from the Millennium Challenge Account. Petrossian and Vigen Sargsian, Assis-
Deputy Assistant Secretary of tant to Serzh Sarkissian.
State Bryza, speaking in his capacity Gogia told the Commission that
as OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair, said Human Rights Watch has conducted
the most important step toward bol- more than 80 interviews in Armenia with
stering peace and prosperity in Arme- victims, government officials, witnesses,
Trinity Armenian Church, St Gregory nia and Azerbaijan would be a peace-representatives of international organi-
Armenian Catholic Church, and St Vartan . ful, just and lasting settlement of the zations and local non-governmental or-
Church of Mississauga. Also presentvolvements as acareer diplomatin politi- Nagorno Karabakh conflict. At the ganizations and others, during and after
were the chairmen and representativexal missions at NATO and elsewhere; same time, Bryza’'s dual roles have the state of emergency. He said the way
of the Armenian Evangelical Church, humanitarian endeavours, such as higaised questions of potential conflict in which the Armenian government re-
AGBU, Armenian World Alliance, Zoryan role in coordinating the American re- of interest. sponds to the crisis will test the integrity
Institute, The International Institute for sponse to the Armenian earthquake of During a question and answer ses-of its democratic institutions and its
Genocide and Human Rights Studies,1988; various diplomatic appointments sion following his testimony, Rep. Chris- commitment to human rights. He added
Nor Serount Armenian Cultural Asso- in capitals of Eastern Europe and thetopher Smith (R-NJ), a senior memberthat the U.S. should “constructively en-
ciation, Hayasdan All-Armenian Fund, South Caucasus, the last of which wasof the House Foreign Affairs Commit- gage” to resolve the crisis by setting
and the Knights and Daughters of Vartan.the position of US Ambassador to Arme- tee, grilled Bryza on Washington’s re- clear benchmarks for Armenia’s qualifi-
Mr. John Evans was honoured nia from August 11, 2004 until Septem- sponse to Azerbaijan’s ongoing threatscation for MCC assistance.
primarily because of his principled stand ber 4, 2006. Mrs. Boyajian completed to resume hostilities, saying “the war Grigorian, in his testimony, coun-
with respect to the Genocide of the her remarks by quoting T8century drums are beating.” Smith referencedtered claims by the Sarkissian govern-
Armenians. In fact, Mr. Evans had French philosopher Voltaire: “It is dan- several troubling statements made byment that the opposition bears the re-
researched the events circa 1915 involv-gerous to be right in matters on which Azeri government officials, including sponsibility for the violence that erupted
ing the Ottoman Empire and its Arme- the established authorities are wrong”. the country’s defense minister who in on March 1. He discussed the root of the
nian minority subjects and had indepen- Next, Mr. John Evans took the November 2007, said the chance of warpolitical crisis, and its implications for
dently concluded that the atrocities to podium and addressed the audience, hiss close to 100 percent. regional security and specifically, the
which Armenians were subjected to from words echoing the utter kindness of his "Belligerent military threats are prospects of a peaceful settlement to the
1915 to 1923 indeed constituted Geno-heart. He briefly explained the back- something nobody wantsto hear,” Bryza NK conflict.
cide. This personal assessment was imground of his involvement with the Ar- responded. “We complain about them, Grigorian noted large-scale intimi-
conflict with the formal position of the menians; his experiencesin Armenia andand we urge President Aliyev to reduce dation of voters and opposition’s repre-
US State Department, yet Mr. Evansits neighbouring states; the Genocide oftension to make it easier for there to besentatives, violations of vote counting
chose to sacrifice his otherwise flour- the Armenians; and narrated in detail thea solution.” He said the only way to procedures and ballot stuffing had been
ishing professional career instead of re-circumstances that led him to his resig-reduce the risk of war is to finalize the recorded. According to him, in seven-

canting his views. nation from the US State Department. Basic Principles, that have been negoti-teen constituencies, which is more than
During a 45 minute reception the Based on his continued interest on devel-ated by the parties, and that are currentlyl5 percent, counting was assessed to be

guests and participants had the opportuopments in the South Caucasus, he deen the table. bad or very bad.

nity to meet Ambassador Evans. At scribed a scenario for a viable and just

7:45pm, Ambassador Evans and Pri-solution of the Nagarno-Kharapakh prob- Thousands Rally In Yerevan

mate Bagrat Galstanian led the progresdem, which can create the ambience for

sion composed of the members of thea lasting and peaceful coexistence ofContinuedfrompage 1 friends are freed, until our country is

Canadian Government, the dignitaries Armenia with its neighbours, and which freed,” said Melissa Brown, the wife

and the attendees, and placed a wreath aakes into consideration a combination held since the deadly March 1 clashesof Aleksandr Arzumanian, Ter-
the Genocide Memorial. At 8:00 pm, of the two major principles of conflict between security forces and Ter- Petrosian’s election campaign chief
Mrs. Calabrina Boyajian, the MC of the resolution: territorial integrity and self- Petrosian supporters and the resultingaccused of plotting a coup d’etat and
evening, invited pianist Raffi Bedrosyan determination. He also congratulateddeclaration of a 20-day state of emer-organizing “mass riots.”
to play the national anthems of Canada,Prime Minister Harper of Canada for his gency in the Armenian capital. The The calls were echoed by Suren
the United States, and Armenia, fol- courageous move asserting the veracityauthorities effectively banned anti-gov- Sureniants, a senior member of the
lowed by a minute of silence in respect of the Genocide of Armenians. ernment demonstrations after the endopposition Hanrapetutyun (Republic)
to the 1.5 million martyrs, victims of the This was followed by brief closing of emergency rule with legal amend- party who was arrested on February
1t genocide of the 20century. Mrs. remarks by Primate Bagrat Galstanian,ments strongly criticized by the West. 25 and released from jail pending trial
Boyajian then welcomed the guests, rec-who stressed the importance of the The Yerevan municipality unex- |ast week. “I want all of us to demand
ognized the dignitaries in the room, and moral stand taken by Ambassador Evanspectedly sanctioned Saturday’s pro-freedom for our comrades,” Sureniants
read a message from The Honourableand thanked everyone for the supporttest but made sure that it is held not insaid in his speech.
Jason Kenney, Secretary of Stateand heartfelt appreciation they demon-Liberty Square, the scene of Ter- Also addressing the boisterous
(Multiculturalism and Canadian Iden- strated towards Ambassador Evans. Petrosian’s massive post-election dem-crowd was the wife of Nikol Pashinian,
tity) in part stating: “In 2005, John Evans The “Tribute to John Evans” was onstrations, but a small publicpark lo- an outspoken newspaper editor and Ter-
described the Armenian genocide as theconcluded by the Honorary Chair of the cated elsewhere in the city center.  Petrosian associate who has been in
first genocide of the 20century. In  evening, Citizenship Judge Mr. Sarkis The rally proceeded peacefully, hiding since March 2. “l want to tell you
2006, Prime Minister Stephen Harper Assadouirian, a former Canadian MP for with participants chanting “Levon!” on behalf of my husband Nikol Pashinian
publicly affirmed Canada’s recognition several terms, who thanked everyone forand “Freedom!” and demanding the that our struggle is continuing,” said
of the Armenian genocide.” attending the event and congratulated theelease of more than 100 opposition Anna Hakobian. “Serzh Sarkisian must
In her opening remarks, Mrs. organizing committee for successfully activists arrested as part of the ongo-understand that with [the use of force
Boyajian personified Ambassador Evansorganizing this gathering. He then pre-ing government crackdown on the on] March 1 not only did the authorities
as a man of integrity, a man of truth, andsented Mr. John & Mrs. Donna Evans aopposition. Ter-Petrosian did not join fail to intimidate the people but actually
a man of courage. Then, she introducedpainting of Armenian national emblems the protest officially organized by a took fear out of them.”
the guest of honour and the key-noteby Toronto artist Gerrard Paraghamian. pro-opposition women’'s group. But The rally came to an abrupt end
speaker, Ambassador John Evans, out- Saturday morning, Ambassador his wife Lyudmila was in attendance. after a senior police officer told orga-
lining his educational accomplishments Evans and his wife Donna had a break- Most of the speakers were the nizers that the two hours requested by
at'Yale and Columbia universities; profi- fast meeting with the representatives ofwives of some of the jailed opposition- them for the protest have expired. The
ciency in various foreign languages, in- the Toronto community and the spon-ists. “We will rally here, on Northern |atter asked for an extra 30 minutes
cluding Russian, French, Czech, somesors of the event, during which they Avenue and Liberty Square until our only to have electricity powering their
Farsi and some Eastern Armenian; in-discussed issues related to Armenia. husbands, brothers, fathers, sons andoudspeakers cut off moments later.
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@MISSION WINE & SPIRITS

BV Coastal

All Varietals

i 69°

Jose Cuervo Especial
Tequila

: 1 099 Ta0ml
20% .

Johnnie Walker Blue
Scotch Whisky

124%F

" 1800

- Heposado Tequila

Don Julio

= Blanco Tequila

£)249

E Cristall

Viodka 100

l1199

Patron
Afejo Tequila

@3999

# Two Fingers

Tequila

H Johnnie Walker Black

Scotch Whisky

f Grey Goose

Vodka

Skyy

Vodka

¥ Belvedere
Vodka

H 190 10200 |@9*. |l 999
49% . | 499 199 | 20
j Hennessyi Cnuwuiéier VS| = Absolut I Russian Standard
Cognac : Cognac - "u’t:ndka Vodka
2 99, "
31"99 €189 |« 1 499 #1199
Cazadnres £ Don Julio 1942 Don Julio = Johnnie Walker §

am Gresn Labal

51299

Reposado Tequila +-- Tequila S Afiejo Tequia 3699 G:i
46°
- Ciroc ® Ketel One ;‘,‘Jean -Marc XO| = Crown Royal
@ Vodka Vodka "~ Vodka B Canadian Whiskey
i E . b
1799 [118% | 3499 1149
— Ora Courvoisier Hﬂl Fatrun ;Chwas Regal
Vodka i Cognac Silver Tequila u 12-Year Old Scotch Whisky
- 1199 .7 0994 3399 17 ...
s _.f” 1'__41 3599 Al
I lﬂferia fr:::tﬂus & Abou Raad| ﬂﬂssaya Hennessy XO

20°°

Cognac

9099

Near the corner of Allen & Washington « Open Monday—Saturday 9 am - 8 pm

*Minimum 12 Botthe Mix & Match « This ad expires on 0550708 « We resepse the nght to bmit quantites « Sales ey exduded

1785 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 794-7026  (626) 794-7368

www.missionliquor.com

= Prices subject to change withaut notice = Mo checks or cradit cands
Al iberes are F0mI in sine unless specified,
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LARK MUSICAL SOCIETY

A New Production by
AGBU ARDAVAZT THEATER COMPANY
AND
LARK MUSICAL SOCIETY

Dikran Tchouhadjian

ZEMIRE

Cpera Semiseria in Four Acts

Stage Director:
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

Music Director:
VATSCHE BARSOUMIAN

A large cast of singers, actors, chorus,
orchestra and supernumeraries.

Friday
May 30, 2008, 8:00 pm
Saturday
May 31, 2008, 8:00 pm
Sunday
June 1, 2008, 3:30 pm

Pasadena Civic Auditorium
300 East Green Street
Pasadena, CA
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