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Opposition To Resume Street Protests If Authorities

Continue Violation Of Constitutional Rights

YEREVAN -- Arman Musinian, a ¥
spokesman for former President Levon i ; '
Ter-Petrosian, claimed that the
Sarkisian regime is taking no “real
steps” to meet the PACE demands.
“Repressions against citizens are con
tinuing,” he said. “They have gained
new momentum since the [May 2]
second congress of the popular move {§
ment.”

In his words, a dialog with the

Council Of Europe Senior Official Expresses
Concern About The Continuing Imprisonment Of
Opposition Members

YEREVAN -- The Armenian au-
thorities have yet to satisfy Council of
Europe demands for the release of
opposition members arrested and im-|
prisoned for their political activities, a
senior official from the Strasbourg-
based human rights organization said
on Tuesday.

The “urgent release of the per-

Arman Musinian

authorities is impossible as long as sons detained on seemingly artificial
opposition figures are arrested andmain in jail for their alleged involve- and politically motivated charges” fol-
kept as hostages. mentinthe March 1 clashesin Yerevanlowing Armenia’s disputed presiden-
“Hundreds of citizens are sum- between riot police and opposition pro- tial election is a key requirement of a
moned [to police stations] for ques- testers demanding a re-run of the Feb+esolution adopted by the Council of
tioning without warrants,” Musinian ruary 19 election. Some have alreadyEurope Parliamentary Assembly
told a news conference. “Also ques- been given prison sentences on thes¢PACE) last month. Although the au- criminals to be punished,” said Melissa
tioned are citizens who contributed and other charges related to Ter-thorities in Yerevan have pledged to Brown, the U.S.-born wife of Aleksandr
financially to Ter-Petrosian’s campaign Petrosian’s campaign of post-election comply with the resolution, only a Arzumanian, Ter-Petrosian’s election
fund. The authorities are trying to protests. Courthearings onthese cased)jandful of arrested prominent opposi- campaign chief. “We must look at
terrorize the opposition by all possible accompanied by mass hunger strikestionists have been released from jail sowhere those criminals are. There are
means.” and courtroom protests by angry Ter-far. Dozens of others remain under no criminals in our movement. There
Musinian confirmed that Ter- Petrosian supporters, have taken placerrest on charges mostly stemmingare only political prisoners. The crimi-
Petrosian could urge supporters toon a virtually daily basis over the past from the March 1 clashes in Yerevan nals are elsewhere.”
take to the streets on June 20, threemonth. betweenriot police and opposition pro- “Nobody who shot at the people,
days before the start of the next PACE AYerevan court prolonged by two testers demanding a re-run of the Febwho committed hooligan acts on March
session, if the authorities continue to more months the pre-trial arrest of Aram ruary 19 election. 1 has been punished so far,” Brown
ban opposition rallies. “If their com- Karapetian, the outspoken leader of the “My position is that prisoners told a news conference.
mon sense does not prevail by thatopposition Nor Zhamanakner party. should be released, which is possible The wife of Miasnik Malkhasian,
time ... we must exercise our constitu- Karapetian was arrested on February 24within the framework of Armenia,” an opposition parliamentarian, agreed.
tional right,” he said. and charged in conngon with his Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, Deputy “| see no real steps on the part of the
Only a handful of prominent op- incriminatory questions publicly ad- Secretary General of the Council of authorities,” said Anna Malkhasian. “If
positionists have been released pend- Europe, told RFE/RL at the end of a we are really a Council of Europe
ing trial so far. Dozens of others re- two-day visit to Yerevan. member state, we must make sure that
“I'm still waiting for good news,”  nobody is thrown into prison for their
she said. “For me, the fact that per-political views.”
sons are charged with a criminal of- While expressing concern about
fense is no obstacle to the release othe continuing imprisonment of oppo-
prisoners.” sition members, de Boer-Buquicchio
The issue featured large during said the Armenian authorities have
de Boer-Buquicchio’s meetings with shown readiness to meet other PACE
parliament speaker Tigran Torosian, demands such as the lifting of serious
Prime Minister Tigran Sarkisian and restrictions on freedom of assembly
opposition leader Levon Ter-Petrosian.imposed following the March 1 unrest.
She also met with the wives of severalShe praised the Armenian parliament
arrested opposition figures. for adopting relevantlegal amendments
“It's good that regime wants in the first reading earlier in the day.
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Maud de Boer-Buquicchio,
Deputy Secretary General of CE

Continued on page 2

U.S. Official Discusses Continued Aid Democracy
And Human Rights Issues InArmenia

YEREVAN -- A senior U.S. offi-
cial ended on Friday a three-day visit to
Yerevan that focused on continued
U.S. economic assistance to Armenia
which Washington has threatened to
freeze over its government’s post-
election election crackdown on the
opposition.

Tom Adams, the U.S. assistance
coordinator for Europe and Eurasia,
met Serzh Sarkisian, Prime Minister
Tigran Sarkisian and other members
of the current regime in Armeniat. The
U.S. embassy in Yerevan described
the talks as “fruitful.”

“He learned about the status of U.S. assistance coordinator for Europe

CongressmanAdam Schiff Introduces Bill Urging
End to Turkish Blockade of Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC -- Con- 35%, and the blockade has prevented
gressman Adam Schiff (D-CA) has U.S. and international humanitarian
introduced a bill urging the President assistance from crossing its borders,
democracy and human rights issues inand Eurasia Tom Adams and Secretary of State to call uponwhich is a violation of U.S. law and
Armenia, in light of the post-election Turkey to immediately liftits ongoing international humanitarian standards.
political difficulties,” the embassy said larities that marred Armenia’s recent blockade of Armenia. The “End the Rep. Schiff is a member of the
in a statement. “He urged Armenian presidential election and the deadly Turkish Blockade of Armenia Act” Congressional Caucus on Armenian
authorities to take prompt action to unrest that followed it. requires a report from the Secretarylssues and the co-founder of the Demo-
heal the social divisions that have arisen Inalate March letter to Sarkisian’s of State within 30 days of final pas- cratic Study Group on National Secu-
as a result of the political conflict.” predecessor Robert Kocharian, the headsage that will outline steps taken by rity He serves on the House Appropria-

Adams and Sarkisian specifically of a U.S. government agency managingthe U.S. to end Turkey’s blockade of tions Committee, the House Judiciary
discussed the release of $236 million inthe MCA, John Danilovich, warned that Armenia. Committee, and the House Permanent
U.S. economic aid to Armenia prom- the five-year aid package could be sus- “We need to step up pressure onSelect Committee on Intelligence.
ised under the Millennium Challenge pended or terminated altogether if the Turkey to lift the draconian blockade Denying accusations that Tur-
Account (MCA) program. According Armenian authorities continue to crack of Armenia, permitting Armenian busi- key imposed economic embargo on
to the Armenian president’s press ser-down on dissent and restrict civil liber- nesses to fully participate in the global Armenia, the country's ambassador to
vice, Adams said the U.S. governmentties. U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of economy and assisting Armenia’s in- Washington, DC, Nabi Sensoy said
has “concerns” about Yerevan's ful- State Matthew Bryza reaffirmed the tegration into Europe,” said Schiff. that Turkey was the fifth biggest eco-
fillment of “political criteria” tied tothe  warning last month, saying that Wash- The State Department has esti-nomic partner of Armenia and number
program. He stressed the need for angton expects “dramatically positive mated that the blockade is inflating of weekly flights between Turkey and
“thorough investigation” into irregu- steps” from the new Armenian leader. Armenia’s transportation costs by 30- Armenia reached four.
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Eduard Aghajanov Passes Away: Dr. Joanne Laycock Discusses Contradictions In
Cardiac Arrest Claims Pro-Ppposition Economist At Age 56 British Policy Toward ArmeniaAnd Armenians

By Marianna Grigoryan
ArmeniaNow reporter

Dr. Joanne Laycock, historian sis. During the First World War, she
who has studied British responses toargued, the slaughter of Armenians in
Armenian issues during the late 19yhthe Ottoman Empire was a major topic
and early 20th centuries, presentedfor the government and people of the
two public lectures in early April to British Empire, especially considering
present her findings. the reservoir of sympathy from earlier

Dr. Laycock is Manoogian periods. But these tragic events were
Simone Foundation Post-doctoral Fel- also used by the British Government as
low at the Armenian Studies Program, a propaganda tool against the German-
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Austrian-Ottoman alliance. When the
one of Armenia’s most active eco- On April 3, Dr. Laycock dis- warended the British, controlling Iraqg,
nomic analysts was always at the cen- / cussed British responses to the Arme-established orphanages. Dr. Laycock
ter of media attention not least due to nian Refugee Crisis, 1918-1925 at thedisplayed wrenching photos of Arme-
his realistic and professional analysesBloc Party leader Arshak Sadoyan told International Institute of the Univer- nian refugee camps in Basra, Baquba
and evaluations, according to prelimi- ArmeniaNow. sity of Michigan. Her second lecture, and Mosul not seen publicly before
nary information died because of a Aghajanov, who has shown politi- “British Encounters with Armenia in (courtesy of the Nubarian Library in
heart attack. cal activity since the 1990s, was minis- the 19th Century,” co-sponsored by Paris).

Vardan Grigoryan, the Vice- ter of statistics, state registry and analy-the Armenian Research Center, Uni- Yet, argued the lecturer, earlier
Chairman of the opposition Demo- ses in 1995-1998. He also was Dean ofversity of Michigan-Dearborn, was characterizations of Armenians re-
cratic Path Party on whose ticket the Chair of Economics at the Slavonic presented on April 7 in Southfield, turned when the caretakers of the
Aghajanov ran for parliament in 2007, University in Yerevan. Michigan, in the lecture hall of St. John orphanages looked upon the orphans
says Aghajanov’s death is the second Prime Minister Tigran Sargsyan Armenian Church. as a problem, “half-civilized” and when
greatest shock to the party after theon Tuesday said in a message of condo- In both lectures Dr. Laycock “Armenians” became “a problem of
death of party leader Manuk Gasparyan,lence that he was saddened to learn theinraveled the contradictory nature of their own,” “oriental,” “Eastern.”
which happened on January 10. news about the sudden death of the wellBritish attitudes toward Armenia and Both lectures were followed by a

“We are all shocked. Both Manuk known economist and political analyst. Armenia during times when the British lively period of comments and of ques-
Gasparyan and Eduard Aghajanov have “Eduard Aghajanov has always Empire was a dominating world power tions and answers. In response to a
gone the same way. Their hearts beabeen distinguished by his vigorous ac-and when critical events were happen-critic in the audience who considered
for having a democratic Armenia and tivities, his original economic analyses, ing in Armenian history. British policies duplicitous, Dr.
their hearts could not simply bear it in he was not indifferent to the develop- Discussing the early period of Laycock answered, “I cannot begin to
conditions of lies and falsehood,” ments in our country and had his clearcontact with Armenians, the British on apologize for these policies,” although
Grigoryan told ArmeniaNow. “This is standpoint and approaches,” thethe one hand recognized Armenians asshe clearly was not responsible for
a great loss not only for us, but for the premier's message reads. “I offer my a fellow Christian people, “last bas- them personally.
whole nation.” deepest condolences to Eduardtions of the Christian faith” in the In addition to covering the British

Grigoryan says that in the last Aghajanov’s family, relatives and region, and appreciated the ruins of Armenophile movement and response
several months Aghajanov participated friends.” Ani and other architectural sites; and, to the Armenian Genocide, the Arme-
in so-called “popular walks” of the A message of condolence spreadon the other hand, they characterizednian refugee relief post WWI, and
opposition in Northern Avenue and by the Democratic Path Party says thatArmenians in the provinces as “primi- British travel writing on Armenia, Dr.
yesterday went to the café after an-Aghajanov's death leaves many pro-tive,” and the Armenian Church as Laycock is currently working on So-
other such stroll. grams incomplete and many dreams"superstitious and backward.” For the viet Armenian history, especially with

“Eduard Aghajanov underwent a unfulfilled. British, Armenia may be timeless but regards to the repatriation to Armenia
heart surgery a few years ago and had “We were saddened by the news “civilization had moved West,” and and homeland-Diaspora relations.
complaints,” director of the “Ambu- aboutthe sudden death of one of our besthere had been no progress or change  Dr. Joanne Laycock received her
lance” closely held JSC Artyom friends Eduard Aghajanov, a bright rep-in the land. “Eastern invasions had doctorate in history from Manchester
Petrosyan told ArmeniaNow. resentative of the economic sphere, asubdued the Armenians and turnedUniversity in 2005 and has, since then,

According to Petrosyan, the call person whose economic analyses weréhem into a slavish people.” Nonethe- published a number of important stud-
for an ambulance service was receivedso deep, well-grounded and truthful thatless, argued Dr. Laycock, a strongies in collected essays. As a Post-
at 20.08 pm and medics were therethey left no room for argument.” pro-Armenian movement developed, adoctoral Fellow at the Armenian Stud-
eight minutes later. Astatementreleased by the “Popu-movement that tried to reconcile theseies Program at the University of Michi-

“The final conclusionwillbe given lar Movement Center” describes contradictory perceptionsinto a policy gan, Dr. Laycock is working on new
as aresult of a forensic examination asAghajanov as an intellectual who “would that might help Armenians in the Otto- studies in her area of specialization.
in cases of sudden deaths bodies ar@ot put up with lies and falsehood” man Empire. Her book on Britain and Armenia
sent for a forensic examination,” whose credo as a scholar and politician The theme of contradictory atti- Imagining Armenia: Orientalism, Am-
Petrosyan explains. was veracity and goal was “to reveal tudes was also the subject of Dr. biguity and Intervention, will be pub-

Before medical specialists certify economic jugglery”. Laycock’s lecture on the refugee cri- lished by MUP this autumn.
the cause of death, Armenia’s media com- “Apart from being an excellent . . . .
munity, politicians, Aghajanov’s friends specialist, he was a good person, friend. Armenian-Turkish Relations Discussed
and colleagues have expressed their sorHe was cheerful, optimistic. His loss is
row over the untimely death of the well- great for all of us,” Aghajanov’s friend, YEREVAN -- With the assistance As Director of the Analytical Cen-
known economist and political figure. opposition politician Karapet Rubinyan of the United States Agency for Interna- ter for Globalization and Regional Coop-

“May Eduard Aghajanov rest in told ArmeniaNow. tional Development (USAID) a confer- eration Stepan Grigorian mentioned the
peace, he was a very good economist, Aghajanov is survived by wife and ence under heading “Global challengespublic discussions of Armenian-Turkish
also a political figure, and we had a lot to two children. His funeral is on Wednes- and threats: Are joint efforts between relations may be more efficient as they
learn from him,” National-Democratic day, at Jrvezh cemetery. Armenia and Turkey possible?” was are conducted in more unconstrained
held at “Congress” hotel in Yerevan.  atmosphere.

Opposition To Resume Street Protests Eurasia Partnership Foundation According to him, in spite of many
together with the Analytical Center for problems, there are also some issues, in
Continued frompage 1 rested outside Yerevan as they rode inGlobalization and Regional Cooperation connection with which the two coun-

a car on February 23. organized the conference. tries’ interests may coincide. In the
dressed to Sarkisian and Robert Vartan Jahangirian was shot and Armenian and Turkish experts, political scientist’s opinion, in particular,
Kocharian. He arrived at the court seriously wounded by a police officer representatives of Embassies and sevthe Kosovo problem is among them, the
building under police guard from a during the arrest in still unclear circum- eral international organizations accred-independence of which has been recog-
Yerevan hospital where he was takenstances. The police say the shooting wadted to Armenia participated in the con- nized by Turkey, and Armenia will rec-

Eduard Aghajanov, one of the
most outspoken critics of the
government’'s economic performance
in recent years, died suddenly of an
apparent heart attack Monday evening
as he was at his leisure in the famous
Kazirok café in downtown Yerevan.

Aghajanov, 56, who as perhaps

last week with serious heart problems. accidental. He is accused of putting upference. ognize it sooner or later.
Also on Monday another Yerevan resistance to law-enforcement officers. Head of Political Department of Armen Ashotian, Alexander
court began the trial of Vartan Walking on crutches and looking the US Embassy Steven Banks men-Iskandarian from Armenia, Diba Nigar

Jahangirian, the brother of Armenia’s frail, Jahangirian was greeted by opposi-tioned that the USA with its active diplo- Goksel, Cem Toker, Arda Batu from
former Deputy Prosecutor-General tion supporters with rapturous applausematic efforts tries to contribute to the Turkey also delivered speeches. Ac-
Gagik Jahangirian who publicly voiced as he slowly made his way into the establishment of relations between Ar-cording to them, in spite of various
support for Ter-Petrosian and de- courtroom. His lawyers rejected the ac- menia and Turkey, but these efforts of available issues, there are also issues
nounced Sarkisian’s election victory cusations asaseless and politically NGOs may also contribute to the estab-where the interests of the two countries
as fraudulent. The brothers were ar-motivated. lishment of diplomatic relations. may coincide.
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AJewish Woman
in a Sheikhs Tent
...l went to the sheikhs tent and
was very happy to find my friend
Jacob Baker.

The majority of the Jews in Is- A\Witness Of The Armenian Massacres
rael, the Old Yishuv and the newcom- “That,s HOW |t Was,,

ers alike, kept their non-Turkish pass-
Narrated by Eitan Belkind

ports in order to be protected by the
Capitulations of the Ottoman Empire.
The Capitulations were privileges At midnight after the meal was
granted to European citizens resident Published by the Ministry of Defense of Israel, 1979, pages 77-78, 115-over, the sheikh went to his tent and
in Turkey in exchange for assistance 116, 118-120, 124, 127 we stayed back. There was a little boy
given by the European nations to the It may take a few minutes to read it, but it will be a worthwhile watching over the fire. Jacob Baker
disintegrating Empire. educational experience for those that are NOT aware of these historical and | spoke French. | told him about
During the war the Turkish mili- facts. the things that happened to me in Urfa
tary powers could not agree with the Eitan Belkind (1887 1979) was born in Rishon LeZion and graduated and about Armenian pogroms that |
fact, that dozens of thousands peopléefrom Turkish military high school. During WWI he participated in a team  saw on my way and he told me about
from hostile countries having foreign fighting locust invasions. Together with a few other outraged witnesses of his work in Mosul. We sat talking late
citizenship lived in Israel (the new- the Armenian massacres, he founded NILI, an organization, which collabo- in the night, when suddenly the child

comers were mainly from the Russianrated with the British against the Turks.
Empire fighting against the Turks).
The Turks demanded that the Jewstold that all men had been killed; only
either acquire the Ottoman citizenshipwomen and children remained.
or leave Israel. Bilium (the first settlers Shirinyan had no idea what had hap-
in Palestine coming from Russia) and pened to his nation. Shocked, he bega
other founders of the first Aliyah led to cry on his aunts shoulder, but Jaco
by Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, made a public Baker and | tried to cheer him up and
appeal to the Jews, encouraging thensaid that we still had our duty to do. We
to adopt Ottoman citizenship. How- went on; the further we traveled the
ever, very few people responded, asmore floating corpses of Armenians
most Jews were afraid that once theywe saw. After six days, we reached
would get Turkish passports, they Der-el-Zor, an important city of the
would be drafted to the Turkish Army, region. We paid a visit to the military
something the Jews greatly feared.Commandant of the city, the Circassian
Many Jews preferred to be exiled from Colonel Ahmad Bey. We presented our
Israel to serve in the Turkish Army. papers and explained the purpose o
On Friday in late March 1915, our journey. My friend Jacob Baker
about 10000 Jewish were exiled fromwas given an accommodation, but |
Israel. They were taken to Jaffa andand my friend Shirinyan were arrested.

whom we mistook for a Bedouin told
us in French that he and his mother are
Armenians and the chief of the tribe
had saved them from extermination.
His mother became the sheikhs wife
and he helped welcoming guests. The
child went on and told us that the chief
of the other tribe had a Jewish wife
taken from the family of the city
Caesareain Anatolia. Her husband had
been killed and the sheikh took her.
We were shocked upon hearing
this and asked the boy whether we
could meet the woman. In spite of the
danger the child gotinto the tent where
the Jewess was. Everyone in the tent
was asleep and the woman managed to
get unnoticed. She was 25 and very
beautiful. She told us her surname was
Biram, a typical Turkish name. Her

forced to board ships belonging to Later Jacob Baker visited us and saidwater. The scene was horrible, asfamily lived in the Armenian quarter of

neutral states such as Italy, USA, etc.that we were detained for being Arme- there was nothing we could do.
The deportation was carried out with nians. It turned out the Commandant

the city and when they were taking the

After three days riding, I reached Armenians, they also took this woman

great cruelty. The deportees left all believed | was also Armenian my first Aram- Naharaim where | withnessed a with her husband and child despite all
their property behind, women and chil- name Eitan, was written in Turkish terrible tragedy. There were two campstheir protests. Her husband and child
dren were hurled into the ships. It was [which then used Arabic characters next to each other, one Armenian andhad been killed but she was rescued by
a tragic and oppressing sight. Translators note] with the sound i was one Circassian. The Circassians werehe Arab sheikh who took her as his
Avshalam Feinberg, who wit- presented by two dots subscript, thebusy with exterminating the Arme- wife. We promised to take care of her.
nessed the deportations, went tocharacter t was written with two dots nians. There were also Arab sheikhs, . Two weeks later | turned to-
Jerusalem to the Anti-Locust Depart- superscript, so the Commander readwho selected beautiful Armenian girls wards the Euphrates and hurried back
ment, and encouraged Aharonmy name as Etian, which soundedas their wives. Two women ap- to Der-el-Zor. In the post | found a
Aharonson to start an uprising; be- perfectly Armenian. proached me and gave their photos tqetter from Haim Khanum in
cause the Jewish settlements were on No matter how much | tried to me. Should | ever get to Aleppo and Constantinople (the main city of Tur-
the brink of annihilation. Avshalom explain things to the Commandant- find their families (whether their fami- key), who asked me not to interfere in
insisted that, in his opinion, that it had said Baker-I could not persuade him. | lies were alive, was a question), thethe case of Mrs. Biram, as she had
been the Germans that advised Turkeyhave sent a telegram to the chief inwomen asked me to send their greet-connections with the killings of the
to deport the Jews. Damascus. | was kept in custody for ings to whomever | find there. Armenians that was a military secret.
...We must help the English and two days until a telegram with order to The Circassian officer seeing me Besides | sent a letter to my niece
the French to win the war, -said release me. | do not know what hap-talk to the two Armenian women or- Tsilya, who was a student in Berlin, in
Avshalom, - otherwise if the Germans pened to our friend Shirinyan. Der-el- dered me to leave but | stayed to seeanswer to my letter sent by German
win, God forbid, our country will be- Zor, was a military centre, so it had a what would happen to the Armenians. military mail, where | described every-
come a German colony as part of military hospital lead by a Jewish doc- The Circassian soldiers ordered thething that had happened to the Arme-
Germanys slogan Drang nach Ostentor Bhor (?) and a Jewish pharmacistArmenians to gather dry grass and pilenjans. | got my letter back with a
plan. Germany has no settlements,called Arto. There we found out that it into a tall pyramid, then they tied up request never to write to her about
with a population of over 85 million; it Ahmad Bey, was the commander of all the Armenians who were there, sych things again, to beware of the
is looking for new lands. Israel is one Circassian troops mobilized for exter- almost 5000 souls, their hands tied German military mail, because my let-
of its targets the Germans had alreadyminating the Armenians. The doctor togetherand putthemin acircle aroundters might get opened by censors.
started to populate it, masquerading asand the pharmacist invited us to their the pile of grass and set it afire in a In Der-el-Zor | stayed with the
the Knights Templar. roomy house, told us that all Armenian blaze, which rose up to the heavenpharmacist Arto, who now had five
men had been killed on the way from together with the screams of the aArmenian wives whom he married so
their homes in Anatolia, and beautiful wretched people, who were being gs to save their lives. He told me that
the Armenians women and girls were left to the mercy burned to death. | fled from the place ghout 30 Armenian women were work-
. On the second day of our Of Bedouins. I could not stand this horrifying sight. ing in the military hospital this had
journey, we saw a corpse flowing in As soon as we found horses to | rode as fast as | could, Wlsh_lng to getheen Doctor Bhors way of rescuing
the Euphrates. We were surprised butide and soldiers to accompany us,as far from the place as possible. Afterthem.
the soldier accompanying us reassured2cob Baker wenton his way to Mosul, two hours of crazy gallop | could still | must mention that all the time |
us that this was a body of an Arme- | set out to my region, along the river hear screams of the poor victims until was in Aram Naharaim, | was unable
nian. We found out that there was aKibur (?). At night before departure they died out. Intwo days I returnedto to eat the splendid fish from the
camp nearby, on the other side of theWe heard terrible, heart—repding fe- that place and saw the burned bodiessuphrates, which | liked very much,
Euphrates where Armenians deportedMalé screams. The Armenian campof thousands people. _ remembering that those fishes had fed
from Armenia were being held. Our Was one k|Iometer'away fr.om our Iapproachgo! thg Sandjer Moun- off the corpses of murdered Arme-
friend Shirinyan turned white and asked h_ouse. The screaming contmued_ alltains where Y¢2|d|m lived. At the fopt nians, including young children. | was
us to cross the Euphrates and go to thdlight. We asked what was happening,of the mountain, on my way to the city also unable to have sexual relationship
Armenian camp. they told us that children were being Urfa in the north, | witnessed several with the Armenian girls who were
We found several hundred peop|E,taken from their mothers to live in mass-exterminations of the Armenians. offered me by Doctor Bhor and phar-
in the camp living in small handmade dormitories and continue their educa- People were wretched, desperate tomacist Arto.
huts. The territory was clean; the huts tion. However in the morning when we madne.ss. In one of the hpuses | saw an While still in Damascus... | gave
were built on one line. We passed by Sét off and crossed the bridge acrossArmenian woman cooking her own my records about the Armenian mas-

huts and looked inside. We saw womenEuphrates, | was shocked to see thechild's body in a pot. Allthe roads were sacres to Josef Lishansky.
and children. In one of the huts, fiver red with blood and beheaded strewn with the corpses of murdered

Shirinyan found one of his aunts, who COTPSes of children floating on the Armenians.

The Extermination of

Continued onpage 4
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UAF’s 147th Airlift Delivers $4 Million Of Aid
ToArmenia

Festschriftin Honor of Dickran Kouymijian
"Between Paris and Fresno: Armenian Studies in Honor
of Dickran Kouymjian"

ﬁrlmtn 6;’# i
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Armenivn Studies in Monor of
Dickran Kowymrfian

GLENDALE -- The United Ar- Commemorative Corp. ($22,000). Also
menian Fund’s 147th airlift arrived in contributing supplies to this airlift were: FRESNO -- Mazda Publishers of
Yerevanon May 17, delivering over $4 Armenian Relief Society ($12,000); Costa Mesa, California announces the
million of humanitarian assistance. ~ Fund for Armenian Relief ($5,000) April 2008 publication of Between Paris

The UAF itself collected $3.9 and Armenian General Benevolent and Fresno: Armenian Studies in Honor
million of medicines and medical sup- Union ($5,000). of Dickran Kouymjian, which pays trib-
plies for this flight, donated by the Since its inception in 1989, the ute to the distinguished academic caree
Catholic Medical Mission Board ($2.4 UAF has sent $526 million of humani- of Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and
million); AmeriCares ($1.4 million) and tarian assistance to Armenia on boardisabel Berberian Professor of Armenian
Direct Relief International ($76,000). 147 airlifts and 1,575 sea containers. Studies and Director of the Armenian

Other organizations which contributed

The UAF is the collective effort of Studies Program at Fresno State. Editeq

goods for this airlift were: Dr. Stephen the Armenian Assembly of America, Ar-

Kashian ($88,000); Foundation Semramenian General Benevolent Union, Arme-
Plus of Switzerland ($30,000); Ortho- nian Missionary Association of America,

pedic Technique & Rehabilitation of Armenian Relief Society, Diocese of the
Switzerland ($25,000); Gregory H.J Armenian Church of America, Prelacy of
Park ($24,000); Harut Chantikian the Armenian Apostolic Church of

($22,000) and Howard Karagheusian America and The Lincy Foundation.

The Blue Book: Political Truth or Historical Fact

In this age of information it is
absurd that there are still many discrep
ancies between what historians hold as
facts and politicians would have us be-
lieve as truths. The Blue Book is an
observational documentary, which scru-
tinizes one of these cases.

In 2005 The Turkish Grand Na-
tional Assembly (TGNA) sent a petition
to the British Parliament, asking the
latter to apologise for its 1916 publica-
tion, “The Treatment of Armenians in
the Ottoman Empire 1915-1916". This
report was the first account of the
Armenians Genocide using eyewitness|
testimonies. The TGNA wanted the
British Parliament to declare it as false
and based on forgeries. The petition was
signed by all of the members of the
Assembly, including Erdogan the Prime with number of historian,

The Blue Book

by Barlow Der Mugrdechian, a long-

time colleague of Kouymjian's in the

Armenian Studies Program, the articles
included in the 816 page Festschrift
underline the broad spectrum of
Kouymijian's interests in Armenian, Is-

lamic, Classical, and Byzantine history
and art, the humanities, literature, film,
genocide, and Saroyan studies.

The official languages of Between Suny, Yves Ternon, Robert Thomson,
Paris and Fresno are English and French@iusto Traina, Gabriella Uluhogian, Edda
with thirty-seven articles in English and Vardanyan, Bert Vaux, Aram Veeser,
nine in French. The forty-six contribu- Christopher Walker, Jos Weitenberg,
tors are from such diverse countries asChristopher Young, and Boghos Levon
Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Den- Vardapet Zekiyan.
mark, England, France, Ireland, Israel, The idea of preparing a Festschrift
Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and was formulated in late 2003 and a first
the United States. announcement and solicitation for ar-

The contributors, who are among ticles began early in 2004, coinciding
the top scholars in the world, include: with several significant milestonesin Dr.
Rouben Adalian, Joseph Alexanian, Kouymjian’'s life: his seventieth birthday
Sebouh Aslanian, Artsvi Bakhchinyan, (1934-2004); his forty-fifth year as a
Peter Balakian, George Bournoutian, Azatuniversity teacher (1959-2004); and his
Bozoyan, Marco Brambilla, Helmut fifteenth year as holder of the Haig and
Buschhausen, David Calonne, LevonlsabelBerberian Chairof Armenian Stud-
Chookaszian, James Clackson, Peteies (1989-2004).

Cowe, Claude Cox, Yolande Crowe, In addition to serving as Coordina-
Gérard Dédéyan, Barlow Der tor-Director of the Armenian Studies
Mugrdechian, Roberta Ervine, Eric Program at California State University,
Hamp, Richard Hovannisian, Micah Fresno, for the last thirty-one years,

Cw-
"

'

Harkvw Der Mugrdachisn, Rdimr

including  jendian, Harry Keyishian, Michael Professor Kouymijian has, since 1989,

minister, and Gl the then foreign secre-historians from the state sponsoredKovaCS, Henning Lehmann, Christina been the holder of the Haig and Isabel
tary now President of Turkey. Turkish Historical society. He became paranci, Marielle Martiniani-Reber, Berberian Chair of Armenian Studies.
Five years earlier in 2000 Ara centre of mediaattention and was invitedy/grtan Matiossian, Barbara Merguerian, Between Paris and Fresno: Arme-
Sarafian a British historian, had repub- to take partin discussion with a historian Claude Mutafian, Mikaél Nichanian, Hi- nian Studies in Honor of Dickran
lished the Parliamentary report “The from the Turkish ~Historical Society |5y Richardson, Vahram Shemmassian,Kouymjian will be a lasting tribute to Dr.
Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman (TTK) on a television program. Lorne Shirinian, Michael Stone, Ronald Kouymjian.
Empire 1915-1916", also known as the Throughout the program the Turk-
Blue Book. ish Historian held to the deniers’ posi-
He had based his research on docution, but during the commercial break
ments at the National Archivesinthe UK while still being filmed for the documen-
and USA. All of these documents show tary he commented that the Petition sent
clearly where their sources were from. by the TGNA did not have any academic
They were authenticated at the time andmerit and it was purely a political exer-
could be easily authenticated again to-cise.
day.

My Grandmother: AMemoir
By Fathiye Cetin

Growing up in the small Turkish M
}lr

town of Maden, Fethiye Cetin knew her

grandmother as a happy and respectel
Grandmother

Fethive Cetin

“The Blue Book” records the on- Muslim housewife. Only after six de-
A Memair

)

When Sarafian heard about the going Turkish denial of the Armenian ¢2des would she reveal the secret thaf
petition he started a campaign defendingGenocide at the highest levels of Turk- haunted her: as a Christian-born Arme-
the original work and the integrity of his ish state, media and academia. It showd!ian, she was condemned to perish in thg
republication. This campaign took him that the official British and United States death marches Of 1915. "My Grand-
to Turkey where at a symposium tilted position supporting the Turkish position Mother, A Memoir” tells the story of a
“New approaches to Turkish-Armenian is cynical if not dishonest. It also shows Woman who found safety only at the
Relations”; he confronted the deniers ofthat the Blue Book issue still remains a €XPense of her name, her family, her
the Armenian Genocide and the archi-test of Turkey’s willingness to discuss "€ligionandhernationality. Rescued from
tects of the 2005 petition. While there the Armenian Genocide issue in an operd€ath by a Turkish Muslim gendarme,
Sarafian met and discussed the issuend critical manner. Cetin's grandmother was brought up as

Muslim and taught to conceal her past. It
u ) " was only on her deathbed that she bega
That S HOW It Was to reveal her story. After her death, Cetin
only wrongdoing was to be Armenian. | continued to connect with distant family
also suffered horrible torments in prison; members in America to fill in the gaps of
When we returned testing station | and my dear brother Neiman and hishergrandmother'sincredible story. Break-a country's.
stayed with Sara. She told me that myfriend Josef were killed. And yet despite ing through nearly a century of silence Fethiye Cetin is Turkish human-
records of Armenian massacres, whichall this, | will not feel true to myself and repression enforced by the Turkishrights lawyer who has represented,
she had sent to Egypt [to the British- unless | write down what | carry in my government's persistent denial of the Ar-among others, Hrant Dink, the Turkish-
J.S.], had made a great impression. heart. | pitied the Turks, who fell so menian genocide, Cetin offers a coura-Armenian journalist assassinated in
...In my trips in the south of Syria mean at the end of their power in the Easgeous glimpse into a heritage shared by anstanbul in January 2007.
and Iraq | saw with my own eyes the because of collaborating with the Ger- estimated two million Turks. She isamember of the Committee to
extermination of the Armenian nation, I mans. On the advice of the Germansthe ~ Part memoir, part history, My Promote Human Rights and has served as
watched the atrocious murders, andTurks perpetrated brutal massacres ofGrandmother is a complex family narra- a spokesperson for the Minority Rights
saw childrens heads cut off and watchedthe Armenians with the hands of the tive that unfolds into dramatic revela- Working GroupHer articles have appeared
the burning of innocent people whose Circassian Muslims fanatics. tions at the heart of a family's past - andin many newspapers and periodicals.

Continued frompage 3
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network. We offer:

* Prescription Drug Coverage
* Individual and Family Plans
* Plans for 3mall Businesses

* Dental Coverage

* Medicare Supplement Plans

Authonzed Independent Agent
1607 W GLENDAKS BLVD, #2302
GLENDALE, CA 81201

(B18) 502-3233
HARUTEEXCELHYE.COM
WWW_EXCELHYE.COM
CA Insurance
License #0B28270

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

» Life Insurance
By B Live & Heahh Msumance Con vy

» H3A-Compatible Plans
B BC Life & Health bsunance Comnpary

* Integrated Workers’ Compensation
by Emplopers Comperzation insweance Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health carel

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

s,

BlueCross

of Califarnia

Thie Power of Blug™

Blise Cross o Callomia (BOD) and BLC Lite & Health Imfurance Cormpamy (BCLAH] ane
Indeperndant Licensees of the Bhue Ciois Assaciatioan (BCAL The Pawer of Bhie and 1he Blue
Crogs name and symbol are registered service marks of the BOA C2005 BCC, CANITG
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MlSSlon Wine & Spirits

Pravda Hennessy VS = Smirnoff
Vodka 7som Eﬂgr‘lﬂc 750ml -] Vodka 7som
PFRAVINA
Grey Goose ' Cazadores < ] Hennessy VSOP .
Vodka Reposado Tequila Cognac ;

$2099 f% $1 999

(BT

fﬂiﬂlut -El:ufz:ﬁmﬁ?ker Blue Eﬂ;ﬂn Silver E ﬂkhﬂlrnas
14> 5 124 W°33% % 11 8
Yo |

Don Julio Blanco Jose Cuervo Espemal
Tequila Tequila

‘99°W[17* ' F24°% g:zf;

Johnnie Walker Black®® |Don Julio 1942 ICristall ' Courvoisier X0
Scotch Whisky Tequila © |Vodka 1.0L Cognac

5 49 -
igﬂﬂw . $8 499

- $1 1 99 ! $799

Hennessy X0 ' Imperia
Cognac Vodka

RGN |

P

1800 Reposado T | |Belvedere Don Julio Afejo Russian Standard I
Tequila = |Vodka Tequila ﬁ Vodka
16% L 20% » 3210 "
= Johnnie Walker 8 |Ketel One & |El Massaya Courvoisier VS

g Greon Label a9 f‘h Vodka o Arak Cognac l
tSB oo $1 gas ] $2 0°° $/| g g

3 99 °

® ¢46 I -- =
Gantous & Abou Raad Milagro Silver Two Fingers BV Coastal
Arak Tequila Tequila All Varietals A
*12% 515" (8™ §°6> §

1785 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, GA 91104
[E2E) 784-7025 & [525) 794- 7358
Mear the corner of Allen & Washington ® Open Monday—Saturday 2 am - 8 pm
winw.missionliquor.com

*Minimum 12 Bottle Mix & Match + This ad axpiras on 05/31/08 « Wa reserve the right to limit gquantities « Salas tax excludad
# Prices subject to change without notice » Mo checks or credit cards
Al items are TH0ml in sive unless spacified.

051908
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gﬁ Merrill Lynch

INVESTMENT BANKING
JACK KALANJIAN

Professional Financial Advisor

Cornporate Center Pasadena
225 So, Lake Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91101
(626) 396-2825 Direct

(626) 3TE-4665 Fax
jack_kalanjlani@ml.com

“Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth"
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Zemaire

LARK MUSICAL SOCIETY

A New Production by

AGBU ARDAVAZT THEATER COMPANY
AND
LARK MUSICAL SOCIETY

Dikran Tchouhadjian

ZEMIRE

Opera Semiseria in Four Acts

Stage Director:
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

Music Director:
VATSCHE BARSOUMIAN

A large cast of singers, actors, chorus,
orchestra and supernumeraries.

Friday
May 30, 2008, 8:00 pm
Saturday
May 31, 2008, 8:00 pm
Sunday
June 1, 2008, 3:30 pm

Pasadena Civic Auditorium
300 East Green Street
Pasadena, CA




