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U.S. Says Armenian Vote Significantly Flawed Armenia Marks 90-th Anniversary Of First Republic

WASHINGTON, DC - The U.S. tributed this to “very serious prob-
State Department has describedlems” that emerged during vote re-
Armenia’s recent presidential election counts in some of Armenia’s nearly
as “significantly flawed,” effectively 2,000 electoral precincts.
distancing itself from the vote’s largely Those problems were detailed in
positive assessment by Western ob-2 follow-up report released by the
servers. OSCE observer mission in early March.

“The February 2008 presidential The mission’s final report is therefore
elections were significantly flawed,” expected to be less flattering for the
the State Department said in its latestauthorities in Yerevan.
report detailing its efforts to promote In its report, the State Depart- |55
democracy and human rights aroundment noted that the authorities used|g
the world. force to break up daily demonstrations

“Problems included favorable staged by supporters of opposition
treatment of the government’s candi- candidate Levon Ter-Petrosian de-|§
date, instances of ballot stuffing, vote- manding a re-run of what they con-
buying, multiple voting, voter intimi- sider a fraudulent vote. “The state of |}

— . e e L : — e

e e s
dation, violence against opposition emergency was lifted March 20, 2008, |* ’
commission members and proxies, andbut restrictions on civil liberties re- Armenians gathered on Wednesday in Sardarapat, a village 40 kilometers
suspiciously high turnout figures,” maininforce due to a strict new law on west of Yerevan, for ceremonies commemorating the Republic Day, ded|cated
added the report. public gatherings, pressure on opposi-fo Armenia’s first republic that emerged 90 years ago from the ashes pf the
In their preliminary report, the tion media, and continuing arrests andﬁussian empire.
more than 300 observers representingntimidation of government oppo- ) . ] )
the OSCE, the Council of Europe and nentsT,';]it said. | o describe ArmeniaAuthorities Have Failed To Comply With
the European Parliament concluded e annual report also describe ;
that the Fg,bruary 19 election was heldthe Armenian government’s human PACE Resolution
“mostly in accordance with” demo- rightsrecord as “poor.” “Citizens were Officials from the Council of Eu- rity forces and opposition supporters and

cratic standards. The State Depart-not able to freely change their govern-rope Parliamentary Assembly (PACE) “the urgent release of the persons detained
ment initially echoed this assessment.ment; authorities beat pretrial detain- pelieve that the Armenian authorities onseemingly artificial and politically moti-
However, U.S. officials subse- ees; the National Security Service andhave so far failed to comply with its vated charges.” It also called for the repeal
quently sounded more critical of the the national police force acted with recent resolution that demanded an endf serious restrictions on freedom of as-
Armenian government's handling of impunity; authorities engaged in arbi- to the post-election crackdown on the sembly imposed following the unrest.

the vote. In an early April interview trar_y arrest _and detent_it_)n; courts re-opposition, a senior Armenian lawmaker Some of those restrictions were
with RFE/RL, U.S. Deputy Assistant mained subject to political pressure said on Wednesday. scrapped by the Armenian parliament
Secretary of State Matthew Bryza at- from the executive branch,” it said. The issue was on the agenda ofthis month. The National Assembly is

Tuesday’s meeting in Ukraine’s capital also expected to form an hoc commis-

U.S. Lawmakers Concerned About Armenian Crackdown Kievof a PACE commission monitoring sion that will investigate the March 1
T member states’ compliance with Council deadly clashes.

Adam Schiff: “Elections Were A Step Backward of Europe standards for democracy and However, only a handful of promi-
From Democracy” human rights. Commission officials have nent oppositionists arrested in the crack-
called on the authorities in Yerevan to down have been released from jail so far.
“intensify” their stated efforts to take steps Dozens of others remain under arrest on
stemming from the PACE resolution. coup charges.

The resolution adopted on April 17 The PACE has warned that failure
demanded an “independent, transparento comply with the document could lead
and credible inquiry” into the March 1 to the suspension of the voting rights of
deadly clashes in Yerevan between secuits Armenian members.

YEREVAN -- Three members of
the U.S. House of Representatives ex
pressed concern about the Armenia
government’s post-election crack-
down on the opposition as they met
Serzh Sarkisian and other senior offi-
cials in Yerevan over the weekend.

Representatives Adam Schiff,
Wayne Gilchrest and Allyson
Schwartz, all of them members of the
House Democracy Assistance Com-
mission, underlined those concerns by
also meeting with close aides to oppo-
sition leader Levon Ter-Petrosian.
Schiff, who headed the delegation, Azerbaijan controversially imprisoned
spoke of a “step backward from de- in late 2006, his lawyer confirmed on
mocracy” taken by Armenia following Echoing statements by senior U.S. Friday.
last February’s disputed presidential diplomats, Schiff said he and his col- Zhirayr Sefilian, who is not a
election. leagues are particularly worried about citizen of Armenia despite having lived

“We are concerned with the prob- the mass arrests of Ter-Petrosian supthere for the past 17 years, will com-
lems that occurred during the election, porters on charges mainly stemmingplete on June 9 a 18-month prison
the violence that occurred after the from the March 1 clashes in Yerevan sentence handed to him for illegal arms
election,” the California Democrattold between riot troops and opposition possession. Reports about his immi-
RFE/RL after the talks. “We consider protesters. The United States and othenent deportation surfaced earlier this
ourselves very strong friends of Ar- Western powers believe that at leastweek. Justice Minister Gevorg
menia. We want a good and successfuome of the detainees were jailed forDanielian did not deny them in parlia-
future for Armenia, a democratic Ar- their peaceful political activities. Wash- ment on Wednesday.
menia.” ington has threatened to suspend $236 According to his defense coun-

“So we are here to try to assessmillion in economic assistance to Ar- sel, Vahe Grigorian, the administration
the situation and talk with the Arme- menia, promised under the Millennium of Yerevan's Vartashen prison has sion to Lebanon. Grigorian said the
nian government about how we canChallenge Account (MCA) program, if informed Sefilian that the national po- police have already filed a correspond-
help move the government further in lice decided to ask Armenia’s Admin-
the direction of democracy,” he said. Continuedonpage3 istrative Court to sanction his expul- Continued on page 3

Jailed Freedom Fighter Faces Deportation
From Armenia

YEREVAN -- The regime in Ar-
menia has moved to deport a promi-
nent Lebanese-Armenian opposition
figure and veteran of the war with

Representative Adam Schiff
interviewed by RFE

Freedom fighter Zhirayr Sefilian
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The first Armenian Republic was
founded 90 years ago. Prof. Richard
Hovannisian in his works described in
detail the History of the founding of the
Republic of Armenia. Many important
in-depth works have been written in

Germany, Turkey And The First Republic
Of Armenia

By Toros Sarian

between Alexandropol and Dzulfa. These
demands were unacceptable for the Ar-
menians. The German General Seeckt
who was Chief of Staff at Ottoman

Headquarter supported the Turkish ex-
pansionist policy in Transcaucasia. He

German concerning Transcaucasiapendent states in Transcaucasia couldnent in Thilisi ordered the evacuation gave the command to the troops under
during the period 1914 to 1921. “Die only begin after the overthrow of the of Kars. With the fall of Batumi and the command of Vehip Pasha to take
Kaukasus-Politik der Mittelméchte” Zarist Government in the Revolution Karsthe entire Southern Caucasia wereAlexandropol and to bring the railway
(Caucasus Policy of the Central Pow-of March 1917 and the first concrete left totally defenseless to the imminent line in the Arax Valley under Turkish
ers) is the detailed work of the Aus- steps were made only after the Octo-Turkish invasion. This had terrible con- control. On 15th May Alexandropol was
trian Historian Wolfdieter Bihl. The berRevolutionin1917. The Bolshevik sequences for the Armenians becauséaken and the situation for the Armenians
first volume appeared in 1975 and takeover of power in Russia did not the Turks were able to continue their was becoming more and more precari-
dealt with the period 1914 to 1917. In receive a good deal of sympathy in extermination policy into Transcaucasia. ous. The Railway line to Thilisi was now
the second volume published much Transcaucasia as the politically influ- Kress von Kressenstein, the Head of theunder Turkish control and Armenians
laterin 1992, he analyzed the develop-ential powers were mostly anti-Bol- GermarDelegation in Caucasia, wrote were enclosedinthe areaaround Yerevan.
ments in 1917/18. Official documents shevik. Representatives of the political to the German Reichskanzler Hertling: The Turkish offensive was finally stopped

stored in the Austrian and German parties in region agreed to form a"Germany must be aware of the factat Sardarabad.

archives formed the basis of his re-
search. The German Historian Werner
Zurrer published his work in 1978 with
the Titel “Kaukasien 1918-1921. Der
Kampf der GroBméachte um die
Landbriicke zwischen Schwarzem und
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The Government in Berlin was
opposed to Turks having total control
over the Southern Caucasia. After the
signing of the Brest-Litovsk treaty it was
clear that there was already great rivalry
between two allies in the region. This

Ty A
Kaspischen Meer” (The Caucasus -._-'H.-:,‘IE folne % & 8 T H wassummed upin aletter from a repre-
1918-1921. The Great Powers Struggle| suiLaa. oy L“_‘L-ﬁ:" "ﬁ.; I:"I:'I' sentative of the Foreign Office : "It
for the Land access between Black and inanrdh driuiER L e would be against our interests if access
Caspian Sea). Important information -T-,a' to Middle-Asia and Persia were to land
and opmlons can also be found in the M Ol s | 2 XS solg!y in Turkish ha_nds gn_q thgt our
Memoirs of German Officers who . diath political and economic activities in the
served in commanding positions within coa windh _ area were to be reliant on the goodwill of
the Qttoman Empire. PSS b & Frera @uis e the Ottomans.... We have spent millions

Documents uncovered by

Wolfgang Gust in the German Foreign
Ministry archives throw light onto the

Shifting boarders of Armenian: 1918-2008

during the war to create a friendly in-
clined Caucasian state, providing us with
abridge to Central Asia. All this would be

German Caucasus Policy of 1917/18.provisional Government. At the end of that, historically, it must bear the re- for nothing if the Turks took Batumi and
But the majority of the documents have November 1917 the Transcaucasiansponsibility if it does not use its power Transcaucasia."
not yet been published in English. Commissariat was formed, consistingto protect a Christian nation from ex- On the 26th May the Parliamentin
After the “Committee for Union of three Georgians, three Azerbaijanis,termination by the Mohammedans. | Thilisi dissolved itself, on the same day
and Progress” (CUP) had taken overthree Armenians and two Russians.would ask Your Excellency for per- Georgiadeclareditsindependence and it
power in a coupe d’etate in JanuaryOn 18th December 1917 the delega-mission to voice my personal opinion was certain the Azerbaijanis would also
1913 the political-military direction of tion of the Transcaucasians concludedthat, after all the numerous messagedollow and declare their independence.
the Ottoman Empire was pushed fur- an armistice with Turkey. But the situ- and reports which | have received On the 28th May the Azerbaijani mem-
ther towards Germany. The Minister ation changed rapidly in the following here, therean hardly be any doubt that bers of the defunct Parliament in Thilisi
of War Enver Pasha had been theweeks as it was clear to the Turkishthe Turks are intent on systematically and the members of the Muslim National
Turkish Military Attaché in Berlinfrom  military that the government in Thilisi exterminating the few hundred thousandCouncil proclaimed the independence of
1909 to 1911. He learned German dur-would not be able to defend its bordersArmenians that they have left alive until Azerbaijan. The policy of divide and rule
ing his posting and was convinced of as soon as the Russian troops with-now by deliberately starving them. It is which had been followed by Germany
the German Military superiority. With drew. On the 13th February Turkish notfor me to point out the duties to Your and Turkey had been successful. With
Talatand Enver Pasha, Germany couldroops broke the Agreement and Excellency, which Germany as a Chris- the dissolution of the Transcaucasian
count on the support of two of most marched across the ceasefire boundtian nation must fulfil towards the Chris- Federation Armenia was left to herself.
important Turkish politicians. At the aries. Neither the Georgians nor thetian Armenians, nor the effects it will The Armenian National Councilin Tbilisi
end of 1913 a large military mission Azerbaijanis were willing to offer as- have on public opinion and on the entiredeclared that "in view of the dissolution
was commissioned, under the com-sistance tothe weak Armenian military Christian world if we do not save the of the political unity of Transcaucasia
mand of Liman von Sanders, to mod- forces against the well-armed Turkish Armenians from destruction.” Erich and the new situation created by the
ernize the Turkish army. He was later troops. Bernstein a German from Transcaucasigproclamation of the independence of
appointed as a Turkish Marshall. In December 1917 the Central came to the conclusion that the Turks Georgia and Azerbaijan, the Armenian
Shortly after the German declaration Powers and the bolshevik Governmentwanted to exterminate the Armenians: National Council declares itself the su-
of war against Russia, Germany andbegun Peace negotiations in Brest-"From the personal statements of Halil preme and only administration for the
the Ottoman Empire signed a secretLitovsk. On the 3rd of March 1918 Beys and others it is clear that the TurksArmenian provinces." On 28th May the
alliance treaty on the 2nd August 1914.they signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. are burning to exterminate the Arme- Armenian National Council proclaimed
The entry of Turkey on the side of Article 4 of the treaty demanded the nians. Also General von Seeckt is said tothe Republic of Armenia. Germany only
Germany was now only a question of immediate withdrawal of Russian say that he had no personal objection torecognized @orgia’s independence and
time. In 1920 Liman von Sanders de- troops from the districts of Kars, the extermination of the Armenians as aguaranteed its sovereignty and protec-
scribed in his Memoirs the goals of the Ardahan and Batumi. The Treaty was nation." tion. The Republic of Armenia was left
Turkish-German alliance during World rejected by the Transcaucasian Com- The delegations of Ottoman Em- at the mercy of the Turks. The found-
Warl inthe following words: “Turkey missariat. However, they were not pire delegation and the Transcaucasiaring of the three Republics in
should not only defend the straits andstrong enough to push through their Federation metonthe 11th May in Batumi Transcaucasia was the result of the
defend their enormous borders butborder demands against Turkey. Whileto negotiate a Peace treaty. The TurkishGerman and Turkish policy. Ironi-
also occupy Egypt, liberate Persia, the Central Powers negotiated with thedelegation were no longer willing to cally, the Ottoman Empire was the
prepare the way for the creation of bolshevik Delegation in Brest-Litovsk recognize the borders set out in thefirst state to recognize the Republic of
independent states in Transcaucasidhe Turks had also invited the Brest-Litovsk Treaty. They demanded Armenia and the first action of the
and through Afghanistan be able to Transcaucasian Commissariat to entemow the annexing of Alexandropol and Armenian Government was to sign the
threaten India and finally lending ac- separate negotiations on 14th Januarythe control over the railway connection humiliating treaty of Batumi.
tive help to the European War Front.” 1918. But whilst the negotiations in
In practise the Ottoman Empire was Trapezunt were continuing, Turkish
able to fulfil two of the expected tasks. troops took the city of Erzerum and a
The Straits were defended which pre-month later marched into the impor-
vented any connection between Rus-tant port town of Batumi on the 13th
sia and their Western allies France andMarch. On 20th March the Turkish
Great Britain. If the allied Navy had delegationin Trapezuntexpressed “the|
been able to pass the Dardellan Straitslesire that Transcaucasia decide tg
and capture Constantinople then an ,proclaim its independence...” On the
early victory over the Ottoman Em- 22nd of April 1918 the Transcaucasian
pire would have been possible. TheDemocratic Federal Republic was pro-
preparations for the founding of inde- claimed, days later the new Govern-
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Engaging The Opposition?: An Open Letter
Change In NA Regulations Law Has Little Appeal To This open letter is sent to you in response to an advertising campaign
Parliament Opposition in several Armenian media outlets promoting “Armenian Independence
Day Festival” on June 1st.
By Gayane Mkrtchyan Margaryan, of Orinats Yerkir, says The More The Better!
ArmeniaNow without denying the prospect of his
fellow party members taking the roles. It seems that we, Armenians, like generation about and a victory that
With a vote of 72 to none, with The new commissions are to fo- everything in doubles. We have two should be commemorated but without

one abstention Armenian lawmakerscus on agriculture and environment, Armenian Apostolic Church Sees, two altering facts. The real independence
on Monday passed a bill amending thesocial issues as well as territorial gov- primates, nowadays two Armenian in- that all Armenians should celebrate is
law on regulations to increase the num-ernment and self-government. dependence days and lately two “Ar- the latest one in our history and the one
ber of standing commissions in the ARF lawmaker Artsvik Minasyan menian Independence Day Festivals”that still exists.
legislature from the current nine to 12. thinks that it is necessary to separatenere in the greater Los Angeles areal! We, Armenians, know our his-
The legislative amendment is be- these spheres and deal with them at full So far we had difficulty explain- tory. But what would the dignitaries
lieved to be a response to Resolutionlength. However, she also says thating the Church’s “double existence” to and community leaders that we invite
1609 of the Parliamentary Assembly spheres of all commissions need to beour own young generation, let alone toto attend these events think about all
of the Council of Europe (PACE) criti- specified. non-Armenians and now we have tothis? What kind of impression do we
cal of the Armenian government for its Despite the move by lawmakers, deal with this “double independence” leave when we invite them to attend an
handling of the post-election crisis, the opposition claims that under the jssue. Please correct me if I'm wrong, “Independence Day Festival” one in
which also called on Armenian au- apparent pretext of fulfilling the de- put I'm pretty sure that we are the only May and another in September? Why
thorities to increase the role of the mands of Resolution 1609 the coalition people on earth that celebrates twoshould we put ourselves in such a
political opposition, including in the is simply redistributing posts within independences. This is beyond expla-situation where we, as parents, have to

legislative body, as a means to over-itself. nation!!! explain to our children as to why we
come political tensions in the country. The resolution adopted in regards For the past eleven years afterhave two independence celebrations?
Nevertheless, the only opposi- to Armenia in Strasbourg on April 17 Armenia’s independence in 1991, Nor With this letter, all | ask is for

tion parliamentary faction, Heritage, also calls on Armenian authorities to Serount Cultural Association celebratespeople to label things as they really are
was against increasing the number ofensure the release of people kept inthis occasion by organizing an “Arme- and stop altering history. Facts are
standing commissions in parliament. custody for their political views. In nian Independence Day Festival” ev- facts, and what matters in this case is
Faction member Anahit Bakhshyan recent weeks, measures of restrictionery September. Although NSCA the independence that we're really liv-
thinks there is a task of increasing thewere changed in relation to 28 of 86 doesn’'t hold the copy right for the ing now and the rest is history. A
role of the National Assembly and the detainees. name, it's very odd to see that anotherhistory that’s full of victories to be
quality of its work, but adds that these And on May 26, New Times organization decided to utilize the sametaught and celebrated. We are creative
problems cannot be solved throughparty leader Aram Karapetyan was alsotitle for their event celebrating a very people and we shouldn’t fall short of
merely increasing the number of com- released from custody under a writtenshort lived *Independent Republic of titles for our events and we should
missions and would not promote stabi- undertaking not to leave the republic. Armeniain May (actual event this year avoid copying. Despite of what they
lization of the political situation. According to Prosecutor- on June ®- With this said, | hope no say that “imitation is the best form of
“We won't solve the crisis with General's Office spokeswoman Sonareader will misinterpret the purpose of flattery”, we think that in this case it's
this, but will surely waste money,” she Truzyan, the instruction was made by this letter as undermining the impor- not flattering but confusing!!!
says. the prosecutor-general himself follow- tance of the event celebrated by this Seta Khodanian
Heritage has refused to take lead-ing Karapetyan’s petition of May 22to festival in June. It is a period in our Member of
ership in any of the commissions to be have the measure of restriction appliedhistory that we should teach our young Nor Serount Cultural Association
created and leading posts are expecteto him changed in view of his need to
to be assumed by Orinats Yerkir, al- continue medical examinations and - Aqam Schiff: “Elections Were A Step Backward
though members of the Armenian treatment. Karapetyan had pledged not '
Revolutionary Federation (ARF) and to hide from law while investigation Continued from page 1
Prosperous Armenia also have laidwas in progress.
claims to them. Karapetyan had been held in
“It is natural that as a political Yerevan-Kentron penitentiary on false
force that is a part of the governing denunciation charges, which he
coalition Orinats Yerkir should be rep- pleaded not guilty to. At the current
resented in [leading positions] in par- moment, Karapetyan is receiving treat-
liament as well,” MP Hovhannes ment at Erebuni Hospital in Yerevan.

done,” Schiff said during a visit to RFE/
RL's Yerevan bureau. “This economic
the Armenian government fails to releaseblockade is an anachronism. This is some-
them and to end the broader crackdowrthing that, as a thing of the distant past,
on the opposition. has no place in the Caucasus or Europe or
“We've raised concern about the elsewhere. We want to really light a fire
detention of anyone who was detained forunder our own administration.”
political reasons, and we certainly hope When asked about chances of the

. . . that the government addresses these ipassage of the bill, he said, “I am opti-
Jailed Freedom Flghter Faces Deportatlon sues,” said Schiff. “No one is advocating mistic but | would anticipate that Turkey

From Armenia that people that committed violent crimes will fight it, like it's fought some of my
be released or not be subject to trial. Butother resolutions.”
Continued frompage 1 and the presidential ballot held last people should notbe detained or putto trial One of those resolutions refers to
February. They both endorsed formerfor merely expressing their views.” the 1915-1918 mass killings and depor-
ing lawsuit on the grounds that his President Levon Ter-Petrosian in the At the same time Schiff, who rep- tations of Armeniansin Ottoman Turkey

client’s residency permit has expired. presidential race despite his concilia- resents one of the most Armenian-popu-as genocide. The House of Representa-
The lawyer and Sefilian’s supporters tory line on the Nagorno-Karabakh lated areas of the U.S. and is known fortives looked set to pass it last fall but
believe, however, that the extraordi- conflict. In a recent interview with his strong advocacy of pro-Armenian backed down under strong pressure
nary move is politically motivated. RFE/RL, Sefilian made clear that he legislative measures, made it clear thatfrom the White House which warned of

Sefilian and another renowned will continue to campaign for regime he is against the suspension of MCAserious damage to U.S.-Turkish rela-
war veteran, Vartan Malkhasian, were change in Armenia after regaining free- funding. “It's enormously important for tions. Schiff and other sponsors of the
arrested and charged with calling for adom. people particularly in rural areas [of Ar- proposed legislation have pledgedto con-
violent overthrow of the government The Lebanese national has beenmenia,] and it would be a great shame iftinue to lobby for its passage.
in December 2006 just days after set-twice denied Armenian citizenship de- that program was threatened by this step Schiff would not say whether they
ting up a new pressure group opposedspite his active participation in the backward from democracy,” he said. will make another attempt to push the
to Armenian territorial concessions to 1991-1994 war in Karabakh that earned Representative Schiff drafted ear- genocide resolution, endorsed by the
Azerbaijan. A Yerevan court found him the military rank of lieutenant- lier this month a bill that calls on the House International Relations Commit-
Malkhasian guilty on that count and colonel. He commanded one of the administration of President George W. tee, through the full chamber this year.
sentenced him to two years in prison in Karabakh Armenian units that stormed Bush to press Turkey to unconditionally “Before we bring it up on the House floor
August 2007. The same court clearedand seized the strategic town of Shushilift its long-running economic blockade we want to make sure that we have the
Sefilian of the charge but still jailed him in May 1992. of Armenia. It also requires the U.S. votes to pass the House floor,” he said.
for 18 months for illegally possessing In Grigorian’s words, Sefilian's State Department to report to Congress'We don’t want to bring it up and not
a pistol which he had received as a giftdeportation would be illegal under about concrete steps taken by Washingsucceed and have Turkey spin that as the
from a former commander of the Armenia’s law on foreign residents. ton in that effort. Congress voting against genocide rec-
Karabakh Armenian army. “By law Zhirayr Sefilian can not be The Bush administration has for ognition.”

The two men, known for their deported from the Republic of Arme- years been urging Turkey to drop its “I believe that the Congress will
harsh criticism of Armenia’s leader- nia in view of the fact that he has two preconditions for opening its border and recognize the genocide,” he added. “I
ship, claim that they were imprisoned underage children,” he told RFE/RL. establishing diplomatic relations with only hope that we do it while there are
for their pledge to fight against fraud in “Not to mention other, political and Armenia. still some survivors left. And time is
the May 2007 parliamentary elections moral, considerations.” “I think that more does need to be running out.”
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Tigran Tchouhadjian's Zemire Operetta In It Los Angeles Revival Ne‘\‘/v Publication N
After 117 Years Raphael Lemkin's
DossierOnThe

Based on an article in Armenian Usually his necktie was askew and his Armenian Genocide”

by Ankine Keshishian-Mouradian collar was rumpled; nevertheless, he
English translation enjoyed great respect from all. He was
by Sylva Natalie Manoogian easy to understand, kind and forgiving,
yet impressive to look at, an enchanting
For the third time since 2004 and personage in his beliefsand aromantici
2005, the A.G.B.U. Ardavazt Theatre his creativity. He was always the center
Company and the Lark Musical Society of attention among artists, young ladies,
have joined forces to stage the last ofmatronly women and foreign beauties.”
Armenian composer Tigran Tchouhadjian’s adolescent years
Tchouhadjian's operettas, The operacoincided with the renaissance and re
semiseria entitled Zemire will be pre- birth of one of the Armenian people’s
sented on three successive days, Fridaynost brilliant eras. The confirmation of
and Saturday evenings, May 30 and 31 the “National Constitution” in 1860 and
at 8:00 p.m., and in a matinee perfor-two years later the heroic rebellion of
mance, Sunday, June 1, at 3:30 p.m., orZeytoun inspired the Armenian intelli-
the stage of the Pasadena Civic Audito-gentsia. Also, the impression left by
rium. visiting Italian operetta-performing the others, being based on an Arabia
Tchouhadjian’s musical creations groups upon progressive Armenian na-Nights’ motif. The work was premiered
have enjoyed great popularity in many of tionals had promoted a great enthusiasnby a French theatrical company. In spite

Tigran Tchouhadijia

i, | |||| ---- L1

the world’s cities, and his unparalleled for theatrical productions. The people of the positive response to the perfor- B RO F M HAET 198
artistry has earned him well-deserveddreamt of having a national opera. Inthismance, due to quarrels among the ac
appreciation. Flourishing in the second ambiance, being well-acquainted with tors, the performances were halted with-
half of the 19th century, Tchouhadjian the European operatic genre, in 1868,out any financial remuneration for the GLENDALE -- Raphael Lemkin

holds a respected place among the rank3 chouhadjian conceived and skillfully composer. was one of the greatest and most influ-
of Armenian composers. The talentedcreated one of his most audacious and Tchouhadjian’ soperettaswere per- ential lawyers and human rights activists

composer, community activistand peda-beautiful works. This
gogue lived in the unfavorable condi- first Armenian opera
tions of Ottoman Turkey. Undaunted, he Arshag II, was base
struggled for the development of a na-upon an episode take
tional culture, with active participationin from the royal history o
the Armenian Musical Society of the Armenian people.
Constantinople, and on behalf of the Regrettably, the e
advancement of music periodicals andforts of the composer t
symphonic orchestras, as well as to-see his opera on sta
ward the establishment and activities of were fruitless, due to i
musical theatre groups. sufficient financial re
Having received his musical edu- sources and perfomi
cation in Milan, Italy, Tchouhadjian had capabilities. Neverthg
mastered the traditions of the Italian less, 80 years later,
operatic art form. In the history of 1945, the opera, whig i and prevent future genocides.
Armenian music, his contributions tothe had been doomed t@ scene from Zemire “Raphael Lemkin’s Dossier on the
creation and development of opera, op-oblivion, had its premiere Armenian Genocide,” a stunningly
eretta, and musical theatre genres havén a performance by the National Operaformed numerous times by Armenian or graphic book published by CAR.,the
great significance. Theatre of Armenia. foreign actors, whether under the direc- Center for Armenian Remembrance, con-
Considered the father of Armenian Tchouhadjian strove to master the tion of their creator or of others. His stitutes an important contribution for
opera, Tchouhadjian was born in the most unusual musical genres and formsLeblebiji was rendered in various lan- scholars, human rights activists and oth-
Pera district of Constantinople in 1837, Itis said that he liked to roam the streetsguages, from Egypt all the way to France,ers seeking to know what the originator
to the family of a court watchmaker. His and public squares and to scribble on hisGermany, the Balkans, the Middle East, of the term genocide and the “father” of
father, Kevork, was a man of fine taste shirt cuffs tunes, rhythms and distinc- the Caucasus, and Russia, gaining thahe Genocide Convention had to say
and a lover of the arts, who supportedtive sounds he heard, and the spontaneauthor wide public recognition. In addi- about the Armenian Genocide.
the musical education of his talented ous melodies they inspired. tion to his operettas, Tchouhadjian also This timely book, which was pub-
son. At age 15-16, the young In the 1870’'s, convinced that it composed a significant number of sym- lished through the efforts of Attorney
Tchouhadjian had already captured thewas impossible to present operas in thegphonic, chamber, and instrumental Vartkes Yeghiayan, is the perfect anti-
attention of the music-loving publicwith conditions existing in Turkey, works, as well as songs, romances andiote to the denialist campaign that has
his piano performances and musicalTchouhadjian turned to the operettasacred works. lately intensified by the banning of a
compositions. genre, which was more palatable to the In 1896, Tchouhadjian moved to book in Toronto and its replacement by
After matriculation in Milano, he public and the staging of which was Smyrna, hoping to meet benefactorshooks by denialist historians Bernard
returned to his birthplace in 1864 and easier to implement. He devoted muchwith whose help to improve his financial Lewis and Guenther Levy.
immediately engaged in musical theatreeffort and energy to create a musicalcondition. Although he was surrounded It is impossible not to be touched
production and community activitism. theatre company, recruiting vocally and by his students and friends, due to anby the eyewitness reports that Lemkin
In the early years, he suffered privationsdramatically talented boys and girls, to incurable cancer, the famed composerhas meticulously compiled in this dos-
and experienced many days of anxietywhom he could teach music, song anddied on 10 March 1898, in abject pov- sier. The reader will quickly be con-
because of the meager financial resourceslance, thus honing their acting abilities. erty, at the age of 61. Witnesses say thavinced that the brutal campaign against
he earned as a piano teacher. HoweveVith obdurate persistence, he succeededt the time of his passing he was holdingthe Armenians is the very definition of
very soon he began to write outstandingin creating one of the first theatrical in his hands the score of his belovedGenocide. This book has the power to
musical plays, with performances one groups able to perform the operettas thaGiuseppe Verdi's Othello. Funeral ar- inflame the reader with indignation, sor-
after the other, which earned him greathe had created. rangements were undertaken by therow and righteous anger.
public acclaim. In 1873 he wrote Arif's Ruse, Society for the Care of the Needy. Con- “Raphael Lemkin’s Dossier on the
Tchouhadjian’s students were at- which was met with huge success incerning Tchouhadjian’s death, the news-Armenian Genocide” also contains a
tached to their teacher with enthusiasmmany venues. A year later, the secondpaper Mshak wrote, “Death in poverty lucid foreword by eminent professor
and love for his artistic erudition. One of operetta, Keosse Kehia was performedand a glorious funeral.” Michael J. Bazyler, and a meticulous,
them, the poetess Anais, writes more than 60 times. Then in 1875 he Dikran Tchouhadjian is one of the complete bibliography on Lemkin by
admiringly in her memoirs, “He was wrote his masterful comic operetta, Titans of Armenian national music. Con- Eddie Yeghiayan.
different from everyone | knew. He Leblebiji, which was playacted more sidered the father of Armenian opera, he “Raphael Lemkin’s Dossier on the
never wore his fez indoors. His graying than 100 times on the stages ofwas the first among Armenian musi- Armenian Genocide” is the fifth book in
hair was like Beethoven's. He was a Constantinople and various Armenian cians to use the classical standards of thé¢he “The Armenian Genocide and the
unigue character, with imposing stature communities of the Caucasus, to greatWest in his musical creations. His rich Armenian Case” series put out by CAR
and elegant movements. He wanted hispopular acclaim. legacy must be recognized within our Publishing. It can be purchased at CAR
students to put their heart and soul into After a long intercession, musical life with the merit it deserves, Publishing P.O.Box 250322 Glendale,
their playing. Altruistic and unassuming, Tchouhadjian wrote the opera semiseriawhether in the Armenian homeland or Ca 91225 USA, www.centerar.org, and
he always wore a dark grey tail-coat. Zemire, which differed somewhat from internationally. Armenian bookstores.

in the last century. Not only did he coin
the word “genocide,” but was also the
prime mover for the enactment of the
United Nations Convention for the Pre-
vention and Punishment of Genocide
(the “Genocide Convention”), the inter-
national law documentthatin 1948 made
genocide an international “crime of
crimes.”

Distressed by the cyclical slaughter
of Armenians by Turks in 1894, 1909,
and 1915, Lemkin compiled a dossier and
searched for legal remedies to punish
perpetrators of mass murder and to deter
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MlSSlon We & Spirits

Pravda Hennessy VS t Smirnoff
Vodka 7som Cognac 7somi J Vodka 7somi &
TR _ﬁ_i
wHennessy g
ré e {; SREIT
Grey Goose l Cazadores L |Skyy ] Hennessy VSOP B
Vodka Reposado Tequila Viodka Cognac :
$2099 $/| 999 = $895 $31 99
- g_’
Absolut Johnnie Walker Elue il Patron Silver ¢ Al Mimas
Vodka cotch Whisky Tequila E Arak
$1 499 w d (P2 4 by $3393 $/| 1 99
-

Hennessy XO ' Imperia i |Don Julio Blanco Jose Cuervo Espacnal _
Cognac 'h"ul:lku Tequila Tequila B

Vi = B 99
$9 99 $1 ’99 = I$2 499 1 0 750mi

Ejgg

Johnnie Walker Blackl§ |Don Julio 1942 Cristall ' Courvoisier XO .
Scotch Whisky Teguila odka 1.0L Cognac

|$1 1 99 l $799

Russian Standard I

$ 1 9 qg?ﬁﬂml

| 99
$4_9951 i = 84

1800 Hepns_adn ""j' Belvedere

Don Julio Afejo

Tequila Vodka Tequila Vodka
*16% L 20" ¢ $32“"‘ 10"
: -
= Johnnie Walker E F’.Ei;el One El Massaya Courvoisier VS
w Groen Labal .,H odka Arak Cognac I
98 1=
30 =gt 18% 2rF20* § P1 8" e
& 4 B 95' QMR =oM% SECHANE U G L T N

Gantous & Abou Raad Milagro Silver Two Fingers BV Coastal
Arak \ Tequila Tequila All Varietals

$1 295% $/| 599 - $899 $ng

1785 E. Washmngton Bhed., Pasadena, CA 31104
6261 F24-7026 & (G26] 784-7368
Mear the corner of Allen & Washington « Open Monday—Saturday 3 am - B pm
wiww.missionliquor.com

*Minlmum 12 Bottlea Mix & Match » This ad axpires on 05731 /08 « Wea resarve tha right to limit guantities « Salas tax axclisded
# PFrices subject to change without notice « Mo checks or credit cards
Al itams are 750ml in sie wnless spacified,




kS 18 - GUPUP, UU3hU 31,
uurauyuu

2008

Uu.uhU

®GLPL-2008
23 NMhUMhUYUL nrasapP
3U3 cUPhGLENME OU3LE8hL UGNMPLU3NFU

Ubkpppugh Urdfs Umn prugu prcis
"

ll.lLlll[1[l1l‘1Lb5 !ﬂLillU-quﬂl?tluqulil ﬂﬁ[l
rdpuSwpnfs fEpQ fits ofsplusisf prusg frls
dpgumpp  QEhfuf  opfifuyfruljui
bhwin qpkfdl prgnp pugmgfii

[lwmggllnd: fris by 4 & h
i puigugfits fqusprgrmed Gy in
hplhbwlhp  wpingbwt Qupki *‘J 52"'“8

yuiy [Py 2 8 pgulifgiikipfr qprocpu Bl

pwnnpy bgpufuulps, npmby gf9ky C@

$putinprugh Ubpumnfuts Sfgmpgnypt; dbpfpin,  puphpufunpop,
Uyrnkiq Ubwgulhuibuwbp gugfdby pp ppobgh dpguhght be mppoge
oy frnlpuits neqbnph:
bgpunpmlfigned  gpfky  nhpuiugh

Lpmnpidfp buglbefrgfris, wmljo i G
Spgulyfrgp bru gnepu bl bypusfulf
Powjunnm s it ke beu SEY negbgpp
Lanﬁbg:

lil[uu_ ’]-l?il[nl .ﬁnpnl[ﬁ, i Eou

l[wpmlwguu_ ’H"”Lbl 3-[1:1_ 4n[1[ulniuul[wilﬂ )73 q_um_iuul '7][7[[[111[1 ou‘u?u[l‘uul[wi:
frmqlipp Sutimhfg:

zll.l!ll.llllﬂll.lilfl ilbpl[m!mgnl_g[lzillipa l[zuuuupl;g[lil [lliliil l.llrLgliL :l.pnl_w&
piunppp b ojpdmypmblpuls fuplputify dbnp phpbght: Upts w neghafip
4—[121 ilnl_zuﬁl;l 77777 7% Lﬂi[i 55 l[r.b 60[[:.} /73 120[[1} ‘ngwu‘ril El?[zﬁzilbpa, nl_umﬁ
il[llllil# wu Jpngw[:ﬁi: quiuullgblnl_ ilﬂl.lanLil_g ZnLiI;‘[lil:

at(uul[lunll‘ zwguuumui:[l ¢(nl_iuu-4:1_n1)’4-wl[mil nﬁ[l Cwl_wgzul[wilﬁ 2008[3.
ou‘u?uﬂ‘uul[wil [uuulbpnu)’ z)’wuiuul[[lgill;[: l[’nl_ill;iuu(( Ggmzw!ﬁb l[zulull;pnu)’,
pusp 0bS winulihuy b ke o wpgfiiip:

Quiy dwpgplibpp ojpduypulputs 28 fuphuiify Eu dbnp phpky,
Llll[l.lll.anLly Eir tiwke 1-2 «uu[[unl.ul[ _gul[unlip» Jﬁgwq:.yu![lil ol[u)’ui[uu[[ulil
Ynibfrunkrg:

dnreMNLr GFPATMU3P UPL2GE 19 Surtuyuuutrp
unuunkarbru
3U3UUSUL BRMrUOUYES unkbruuye

Uptighe 19 muphhubbbpp ooy
dpgumpp  Lppmmp spnepnod:
al_wpunu[[ulil‘ 3-[1:1_ [uwrlnl_lf 4‘[ 1.”;[1 I
s [Fhels fpkght dpgugupp
g I uyquiimgfiubphy, npabp dhig
wigny Surbin g5 u,mﬁ, ncwdby bfris |

4111! uiu.uﬂl.uilﬁil[;pa [uuulﬁ le.lanl? tﬁi’ i-lls'rlu'lr id
20 Swpnimf, wwhwis Eppin Splig ZIIIJHIHUIHIG ﬁ'nl.pf?luz
prybubppt 2 qny puy [Frgbght e
bgpunfunlibigfils wfreumlp:
w (wuauaiud L [TuinL e mwoynLmy
s bp wpupnncly 2:1 Surp
hpby Nclypuispugf [Fh5 0=1 Susgney:

vuuv2tueLM snruu3mesS cultsur
26UOPLL2 LPYyL

Uwighuldpp Gl jdpm
2wlhguw. beprnuwhwi
whnidpubpne  $ncfFuynfp
Qbdipfpny Ll pudmlp:
Uewpmwhwls Spgnidpl,
«l]wluf[lp I]wuuuiuui:bp»ﬁ, me
bpluspudgnedf i @f
Swpnim&bpny wuwpnng [Fhuwh
Sunnibghls Qbjufii: Upgnodp S
wewpmbgue 1=1 wpgfiolpog Fesss
([[[lul.u[uuul‘ 1-1) /73 !bm i _
[;pl[ul[uu&q_nL[;[nuil ‘”[”Z—['"—i’.gﬁ s
wifinhinfu Sy : Yew ponw it
Spgnidp fugmgue Unulpncwgf
SEQ wikyf puts 75 Swguup Swpguukpbbpne Ukpluwng [Fhul;

Palm Springs

PALM SPRINGS urauunrfanr quusnn

IU3rsuuuh8LENh NFCUNNNFE@EUL

Quwid UhphbGqu qinwwbup| G Yhg [GrGwjhG 2powahG, Jupant k
wpinid pht Jwhwinpniwé Gty GGewpw@, 066 GuunwubGhuly,
lunhwGng pninp jupdwpnepheGGtipnyg, dhGsGe 5-6 hnqh qhtpbn
wnwpnnnipbwdp Condo: NLGh 4GS [nnwiwquwG, swpniqh, pkGhuh
fuwnwnwaw, Ywlwswqupn thhpGhph wwpwép, hp jwwniy
UpwwpwbaGbpnyg Gr 24-dwitiw) wywhnynipbwlG uhuwnba:

Jwpdiwl qGtpa GG

Nippwp, Cwpwp G Uphpwyp $ 400
Long Weekend-Gtph hwdwp $ 500
Uty wpwpniwy hwiwp $ 675
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Zemaire

LARK MUSICAL SOCIETY

A New Production by

AGBU ARDAVAZT THEATER COMPANY
AND
LARK MUSICAL SOCIETY

Dikran Tchouhadjian

ZEMIRE

Opera Semiseria in Four Acts

Stage Director:
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

Music Director:
VATSCHE BARSOUMIAN

A large cast of singers, actors, chorus,
orchestra and supernumeraries.

Friday
May 30, 2008, 8:00 pm
Saturday
May 31, 2008, 8:00 pm
Sunday
June 1, 2008, 3:30 pm

Pasadena Civic Auditorium
300 East Green Street
Pasadena, CA




