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Popular Movement OSCE Issues Final Election Report
Schedules FirstRally The February 19 Vote Was “Devalued” By Fraud During
Since Crackdown The Vote Count And Recount
YEREVAN -- Former President The Organization for Security or “very bad” in 16 percent of pre- tively campaigned for the establish-

Levon Ter-Petrosian and his opposi- and Cooperation in Europe toned downcincts observed. “Observers witnessedment candidate while performing offi-
tion allies reaffirmed on Tuesday their its initial, largely positive, assessment inconsistencies in determining valid cial duties. “There were accounts of
intention to defy a possible govern- of Armenia’s recent presidential elec- votes, unwillingness to show marked |ocal government employees and pub-
ment ban and hold on June 20 theirtion on Friday, citing serious irregu- ballots, attributing votes for one candi- lic-sector workers being obligated to
first major rally since the post-election larities that were witnessed by its ob- date to another, signing protocols be-attend Prime Minister Sarkisian’s cam-
clashes in Yerevan. servers after the closure of the polls. fore completing the vote count, sign- paign events,” read their report.

In awritten statement, Armenia’s In its final election report, the ing blank protocols, changing data On the positive side, the report
Popular Movement, an umbrella struc- OSCE observer mission in Armenia entered in protocols, and failure to noted the fact that Ter-Petrosian and
ture uniting more than two dozen op- said the freedom and fairness of thedisplay protocols publicly as required other opposition candidates were gen-
position groups, offered to cooperate February 19 vote was “devalued” by by law,” it explained. erally free to hold campaign rallies
with the municipal authorities and the fraud registered during the vote count According to the OSCE/ODIHR, across the country. “The authorities
Armenian police in maintaining public and recount. further evidence of serious fraud camemade efforts to provide a permissive
order during the planned rally. “While the 2008 presidential elec- to light during vote recounts that cov- campaign environment,” it said.

Atopaideto Ter-Petrosian, Levon tion mostly met OSCE commitments ered about 7 percent of Armenia’s The report also contains a long
Zurabian, said that the organizers will and international standards in the pre-1,900 or so electoral precincts. “The |ist of recommendations which the
formally ask the Yerevan mayor’s of- election period and during voting hours, majority of recounts observed showed OSCE/ODIHR believes would improve
fice to authorize the gathering. But he serious challenges to some commit-discrepancies and mistakes inthe origi-the conduct of future Armenian elec-
made it clear they will urge supporters ments did emerge, especially after elec-nal count, some of them significant, or tions.

to converge on the city’s Liberty Square tion day,” concluded the report. other serious problems occurred dur- In a separate statement, Chris-
even if the application is rejected by “This displayed an insufficient ing the recount,” said the report. tian Strohal, director of the ODIHR,
the authorities. regard for standards essential to demo- The reportalso criticized the gov- said further legislative changes alone

The planned demonstration will cratic elections and devalued the over-ernment-controlled Central Election would not address chronic electoral
come just three days before the start ofall election process. In particular, the Commission (CEC) for its handling of fraud in Armenia. “There is a sound
the June session of the Council ofvote count demonstrated deficienciescomplaints filed by candidates. “The legal basis for holding democratic elec-
Europe Parliamentary Assembly of accountability and transparency, CEC considered them mostly in infor- tions in Armenia — the deficiencies
(PACE) that will discuss Yerevan's and complaints and appeals proce-mal meetings to which proxies, ob- noted in our report resulted primarily
compliance with its recent resolution dures were not fully effective.” servers and the media were not in-from a lack of determination to apply
on the political situation in Armenia. The report said observers saw vited, and dismissed them without ad- existing laws and rules effectively and
One of the key demands of the resolu-busloads of people outside some poll-equate investigation,” it said. “Conse- impartially,” he said.
tion is a repeal of controversial legal ing stations and tried to clarify whether quently, candidates were not granted In a related development, the
amendments that enable the authoritieghey were bribed to vote for a particu- an effective means of redress.” Popular Movement praised Western
to ban anti-government street protestslar candidate. “In the vicinity of a Another problem reported by the observers on Friday for significantly
practically at will. polling station in Shengavit (Yerevan), OSCE observers was Armenian broad-revising their initial, largely positive,

The authorities have been keen tolEOM observers saw voters receiving cast media’s “negative” coverage of assessment of the Armenian
thwart such protests since the Marchmoney from a man who was ticking Ter-Petrosian that contrasted with theirgovernment’s conduct of the Febru-
1 deadly clashes between securityentries from a list of names,” it said. heavy promotion of Sarkisian’s presi- ary 19 election. The final election re-

The mission stood by its earlier dential bid. The observers also said
Continuedonpage3 assertion that the vote count was “bad”many local government officials ac- Continued on page 3

Barack Obama Clinches Democratic Party Court Refuses To Reinstate Fired Diplomats
Nomination For President

A court in Yerevan refused on

Senator Barack Obama claimed Democratic nominee for president of last week to declare illegal the contro-
the Democratic presidential nomina- the United States of America.” versial dismissal of former Foreign
tion on Tuesday evening, prevailing Obama'’s triumph closed a 16- Ministry officials who publicly con-
through an epic battle with Senator month primary campaign that broke demned the Armenian government’s
Hillary Rodham Clinton in a primary records on several fronts: the numberconduct of the recent presidential elec-
campaign thatinspired millions of vot- of voters who participated, the amount tion.
ers from every corner of America to of money raised and spent and the The four ex-officials had asked
demand change in Washington. sheer length of the fight. The cam- the Administrative Court to reinstate

Alast-minute rush of Democratic paign, infused by tensions over racethem in their positions, saying that
superdelegates, as well as the resultand gender, provided unexpected twiststhey did not violate Armenia’s law on
from the final primaries, in Montana to the end as Mr. Obama ultimately diplomatic service that bans diplomats Karapetian and the former heads of its
and South Dakota, pushed Obama oveprevailed over Mrs. Clinton, who just from engaging in political activities. =~ NATO and North America desks, in-
the threshold of winning the 2,118 a year ago appeared headed toward  The plaintiffs were among six sisted during court hearings that they
delegates needed to be nominated abecoming the first female presidential Foreign Ministry employees who did not voice support for opposition
the party’s convention in August. The nominee of a major party. signed a joint statement on Februaryleader Levon Ter-Petrosian who re-
victory for Obama, the son of a black The race drew to its final hours 24 expressing “outrage” at serious fraudjected official vote results as fraudu-
Kenyan father and a white Kansan with a burst of announcements — del- which they said prevented the electionlent. They argued that their statement
mother, broke racial barriers and rep-egate by delegate — of Democrats stepfrom being “civilized, free and fair.” A did not mention Ter-Petrosian or any
resented a remarkable rise for a marnping forward to declare their support for similar statement was also issued bypolitical force.
who just four years ago served in the Obama. The Democratic establishment,Deputy Foreign Minister Armen The court dismissed these argu-
Illinois Senate. from former President Jimmy Carter to Bayburtian, Armenia’s ambassadors ments, however. “The Court believes

“Tonight, we mark the end of rank-and-file local officials who make to Italy and Kazakhstan as well as anthat the statement circulated by the
one historic journey with the begin- up the party’s superdelegates, ralliedenvoy at the Armenian embassy in plaintiffs amounts to political activity
ning of another — a journey that will behind Mr. Obama as the day wore on.Ukraine. All ten diplomats were swiftly because it is directed at issues relating

bring anew and better day to America,” The General Election between relieved of their duties for breaching to political processes. Namely, making
Mr. Obama told supporters at a rally in Obama and Republican candidate Johrthe law in question. political evaluations of electoral and
St. Paul. “Because of you, tonight | McCain will be held first Tuesday of The plaintiffs, among them the

can stand here and say that | will be theNovember. ministry’s former spokesman Vladimir Continued on page 3
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The PACE Resolution And Lost Opportunities UNICEF And Armenian Postal Service Join Forces
By Gevorg Darbinyan be interpreted in various ways given the To Stamp Out Child Mortality
Hetqonline conditions of the formulations and the A new postage stamp, the first of

actual inclination to implement the its kind ever issued in Armenia, was |-
The attitude regarding the fulfill- changes involved. It affords the com- Jaunched here yesterday. This stampg
ment of the demands put forth by the plete possibility to fulfillthe demands by will not only get a letter sent to its
resolution adopted by the Parliamentarycreating an imitation solution through intended recipient, but will also publi-
Assembly of the Council of Europe cosmetic changes and PACE, when re<ize the issue of neonatal mortality in |’
(PACE) clearly shows the “principled” viewingthe fulfillment process, willcon- an effort to reduce infant deaths world-
level of seriousness inherent in the reso-centrate solely on the external, visible wide.

lution of political problems and the neu- layer of the changes. However, given the UNICEF will receive $.10 from
tralization of the divide in the society. conditions of the existing political state the sale of each stamp. A local postal
Moreover, in reality, the fulfill-  of affairs, a change in the staff of theseservice, HayPost, will provide UNICEF

ment of that resolution’s demands collegial bodies assumes that they musiyith advertising space in its 900 post él__?'
doesn’t assume to be a final solution toinclude representatives of the radical offices throughout the country, a cru- | - 1 i
the issue but simply a precondition for opposition and the PACE resolution spe-cial element for the success of the
the start of negotiations and the creationcifically discusses such representativescampaign.
of an atmosphere for dialogue. This is bodies. “We hope that this campaign will L sl iU
the case because the fulfillment of the The working group created by the attract strong public attention and [eaifiEl=Fyylb=lapetit [ L{,TLE..I'UE[T
proposed conditions made by the Coun-directive of the ROA President has al- much-needed additional funds to stampfurther reductions are needed, as
cil of Europe envisaged aninitial stage of ready submitted a proposals package t@ut the problem of neonatal mortality roughly 21 infants per 1,000 live births
negotiations. In other words, at least atthe President that includes suggestionsn Armenia,” said UNICEF Represen- die before their first birthday Most of
this stage, the Council of Europe resolu-as to how to fulfill this and the other tative in Armenia Sheldon Yett. these deaths occur during the first 28
tion proposes formulaic resolutions to demands as set forth in the PACE reso- The stamp was officially launched days of life.
the existing problems in the country, and lution. However, for inexplicable rea- in a ceremony in the Ministry of For- The statistics also mask wide
not of substance. sons, the essence of these proposalsign Affairs with the participation of economic disparities. Infant mortality
And since, given the situation of hasn’t been made public, in other wordshigh-ranking Armenian officials, rep- rates in wealthy households are far
mutual intolerance, Armenian political it hasn’'t been made available for public resentatives of international organiza- less than those in poorer households,
forces aren't able to create such a for-discourse. It is not yet clear what spe-tions and children. and Armenia’s rural areas lack the
mula on their own, the PACE resolution cific approaches the working group has Child survival a primary focus qualified staff and basic equipment
remains the only acceptable version atcome up with regarding modificationsto UNICEF has been working hard to needed to provide sufficient antenatal
the moment to create it. From this view- the staffs of the Public TV and Radio keep neonatal mortality a primary fo- and neonatal care.
point, the level of seriousness regardingCouncil or to the National Committee of cus of the Armenian Government and “While Armenia has made good
the resolution becomes the yardstick toTV and Radio. public. By mobilizing its resources and progress in meeting Millennium Devel-
gauge just how inclined and interested In essence, the creation of this collaborating with various actors in opment Goal 4, which calls for a two-
we are to organize negotiations and thegroup must be considered the third segthe public and private sectors, the thirds reduction in child mortality by
necessary conditions for real dialogue. ment where the inclination of the parties organization is already making gains. 2015, itis essential that all segments of
Resolution 1609 directly addressesto enter talks should have been mani- In the past five years, Armenia the population benefit from these im-
the issue of creating these two specificfested. It should have been regarded agias shown tangible progress in reduc-provements in child survival rates,”
environments. On the one hand, it con-perhaps the initial such possibility taking ing infant and child mortality rates. But said Mr. Yett.
cerns the need to initiate a non-partisaninto account that it is logical to assume
and multi-sided investigative inquiry of that during the stage of drafting propos-

the events of March 1st. The oppositionals it is necessary to insure the inclusion ProminentMember Expelled From DaShnaktSUtyun

states that this demand of PACE mustof all political-social interests. Secondly, Slams ‘Unprincipled’ Leadership
take place only with the involvement of because itwasn’'t ademand of the Coun-
international experts. The authorities, oncil of Europe but rather a solution of A former leading member of the cause he himself twice requested a

the other hand, have yet to propose adomestic expediency as viewed by theArmenian Revolutionary Federation mutually amicable termination of his
concrete mechanism to fulfill such a ROA President. In this context, two (Dashnaktsutyun) criticized the cur- membership. “All this is a little un-
task. Furthermore, last week the Na-important factors regarding the formu- rent party leadership on Friday, saying pleasant,” he told RFE/RL in an inter-
tional Assembly’s Standing Committee lation of the working group stand out. that its “unprincipled” stance has en- view. “I would like to know why | was
on State and Legal Affairs postponed byFirst, by way of presidential directive, abled former President Levon Ter- expelled.”
30 days the bill proposed by Deputy the group would include Deputy Minis- Petrosian to emerge as the country’s Hakobian was subsequently ap-
Victor Dallakyan entitled, “The creation ters of the ROA Foreign Affairs and main opposition force. pointed as Armenia’s consul-general
of atemporary committee in the National Justice Ministries, the Deputy Prosecu- Ruben Hakobian was expelled in Saint-Petersburg, Russia. He occu-
Assembly to study ways to overcome tor General and members of the PACEfrom Dashnaktsutyun this week after pied that position until recently.
the domestic political situation created delegation in Armenia. It is not by acci- repeatedly criticizing the government’s Hakobian confirmed that he had
by post election developments in the dent that no explanation was given why conduct of the February 19 presiden-“serious disagreements”  with
ROA.” It is interesting to note that this such a formation was chosen when ittial election and other policies and Dashnaktsutyun’s top leaders over the
billisn’t concerned with an investigation was already apparent that at most onlycalling for fresh national elections. strategy adopted by them before after
of the events of March 1st but rather onerepresentative of the opposition couldParty sources said he Hakobian vio-the presidential election. He singled out
with an investigation of the possible be included in the structure; the head oflated Dashnaktsutyun’s century-old the party’s decision to remain part of a
avenues to remove the consequencethe “Heritage” parliamentary faction. Sec- statutes that bar members from pub-government which it criticized during
resulting from those events. Itis difficult ondly, why was Raffi Hovhannisyan’s licly challenging decisions taken by the the election campaign.
to imagine such a process taking placestatement that he couldn’t participate in party leadership. Hakobian claimed that this stance
except though social discussions. Thethe working group and his proposal to Hakobian, who had joined is“unprincipled”and has only benefited
exclusion of the bill from the National substitute another representative of “Heri-Dashnaktsutyun in 1990 and was atTer-Petrosian. “I just can’'t understand
Assembly’s debate agenda is clearly in-tage” in his place, viewed as a refusal onone pointits top leader in Armenia, said why the opposition field was fully handed
comprehensible when viewed in the con-the part of “Heritage” to participate inthe he is bewildered by the expulsion be-to Levon Ter-Petrosian,” he said.
text of the PACE resolution’s demand to workings of the group by the coalition
begin political talks, especially since the parties? The impression is thus createdexist. And this when Point 8.1 of the be a “correction of past errors” (This
bill lacked any extreme points. that it is less important for the coalition resolution specifies that, “the required description was given by the “360 De-
The secondfield concerns a changeto insure the presence of at least this onetatus and corresponding rights of thegree” broadcast of May 5, 2008 on
in the staff at the Public TV and Radio oppositional force than to specifically opposition must be guaranteed within Public TV). However the most impor-
Council and the National Committee of guarantee the preservation of the PACEthe political system.” tant question that can be posed regarding
TV and Radio. The PACE resolution Armenian delegation’s make-up. The deadline to comply with the the work that has taken place still has no
formulates not only the degree of those In fact, such a formation of the demands set forth in the PACE resolu-answer. To what degree is the opposi-
changes in a very general manner, butworking group dictated this; to imple- tion ends in two to three weeks. In the tion or that segment of society that has
the objectives as well, according to which ment a closed-off working process lead-meantime all the authorities have beenadopted an oppositional stance and which
the independence of public TV and radioing to conditions in which no civil- able to do is come up with a package ofhas serious problems confiding in the
must be guaranteed from competingpolitical force outside the confines of the proposals. Of course, this also can beregime, ultimately responsible for mak-
political interests. In addition, “the staff coalition knows what has been proposedoffered as evidence of meeting the de-ing those changes happen.
of those bodies must undergo review soto the president, to what degree thesemands especially if we take into account Of course, of equal importance
that they can be considered truly repre-proposals stem from the situation cre-the new bill presented in the National here is also the position of the opposi-
sentative of the Armenian society.” Natu- ated and to what extent they can effec-Assembly regarding the staging of rallies tion. This is a subject that we will cover
rally, this demand of the resolution can tively resolve the paramount issues thatand demonstrations that is considered taseparately in the future.
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Report: Uh'ville Nurse Witnessed Armenian Tragedy
TurkeyEntlceS U.S. SCh0|arS’ ngmakers By Jon Baker Things got worse again in late
To Cover Up WWI Genocide The Times-Dover, OH summer.
The Kurds, enemies of the Arme-
MONTGOMERY,ALABAMA--  in speeches at other campuses and in ~ While working as a Red Cross nians, surrounded the town on three

A network of U.S. scholars funded by his 2005 book, The Armenian Massa- nurse in Armenia just after World War I, sides. Knox began making plansto evacu-
the government of Turkey is part of an cres in Ottoman Turkey: A Disputed Blanche KnoxofUhrichsville sawthings ate the 836 orphans in her care in case
energetic campaign to cover up theGenocide. no person should ever have to see.  Igdir was attacked. But the evacuation
Turkish genocide of as many as 1.5  As early as 1985, Turkey bought Knox, an 1889 graduate of was repeatedly delayed. “Since Satur-
million Armenians during World War  full-page newspaper advertisements toUhrichsville High, arrived inthe country day we have been ready to leave, but
I, an effort that has found success inpublish a letter questioning the geno- in April 1919 at a time when the Arme- have been begged by the commandant of
Congress and the White House, ac-cide that was signed by 69 American nian people were starving. the forces here to wait two days, then
cording to the latest issue of the South-scholars. All 69 had received funding “Truly this is the place that God just one day, for our taking the orphans
ern Poverty Law Center’s Intelligence that year from the Turkish govern- forgot,” she wrote to a relative in out would reveal the weakness of our
Report, released today. ment or its proxies. Uhrichsville from the city of armyandthe Kurdswould atonce attack
Despite abundant documentation As the only Muslim-dominated Alexandropol. “You cannotimagine the the town,” Knox wrote on Aug. 19.
and eyewitness accounts of the slaughcountry in a troubled region to call the awfulness of the scenes in this town. “| never have been afraid,” she
ter of Armenians by Turkey’s Otto- United States and Israel its allies, Tur- People dying on the streets of continued. “We Americans are in no
man government between 1915 andkey also has wielded significant politi- starvation, almost naked, homeless andlanger, but of course the Armenian
1918, the current Turkish government cal influence in Washington. Last fall, starving.” orphans are if the Kurds get in here.”
has paid lobbyists and funded the net-lobbyists on the Turkish payroll sty- Knox was working for the Ameri- The Kurdsfinally attacked on Sept.
work of American academics, many mied a congressional resolution com-can Committee for the Relief of the Near 11.
of whom dismiss or rationalize the memorating the genocide by persuad-East. The agency funneled millions of ‘I joined the long train of refugees
killing. Genocide scholars agree thating more than 100 lawmakers to re- dollars of food into Armenia to aid a on the Erivan road about 6 a.m. Sept.
the slaughter was, indeed, a genocideverse their positions. Even Presidentpeople left utterly destitute by years of 12th perched high on a cart — a small
“What we are seeing is a despi- Bush flip-flopped on a 2000 campaign war and the chaos brought on by thetwo-wheeled cart — with six children,”
cable rewriting of history aimed at promise to back official U.S. recogni- collapse of the Russian Empire, of which Knox wrote.
absolving the perpetrators of masstion of the genocide. Armenia was a part. Knox then went to work in the
murder and demonizing their victims,” “Denial is the final stage of geno- Christian Armenia enjoyed a brief orphanages and refugee hospitals in the
said Mark Potok, editor of the SPLC’s cide,” Gregory Stanton, president of period of independence while Knox was city of Etchmiadzen.
Intelligence Report, a quarterly inves- the International Association of Geno- working there, but it was at war with “Our hospitals and orphanages are
tigative journal that monitors the radi- cide Scholars, told the Intelligence many of its Muslim neighbors. crowded,” she wrote. “We are bathing
cal right. “It is no different than the Report. “It is a continuing attempt to “In one refugee building yesterday and clothing the refugees as fast as we
Holocaust denial of Nazi sympathizers destroy the victim group psychologi- one man cried out: ‘Give us bread or kill can.”
who claim there were no gas chamberscally and culturally, to deny its mem- us,” Knoxwrote in a letter that later was One day in January 1920, Knox
at Auschwitz and Treblinka.” bers even the memory of the murderspublished in the Uhrichsville Evening and another Red Cross nurse were in-
The summer 2008 issue of the of their relatives. That is what the Chronicle. “One family were eating dog formed that some men had broken into
Intelligence Report can be read atTurkish government today is doing to meat — they ate like wolves.” their agency’s central store house.
www.splcenter.org. Armenians around the world.” She continued, “I saw boys of 5 The two women, armed with guns,
The cover story recounts a March The Southern Poverty Law Cen- and 6 ... grubbing in the short grass ofwent to investigate.
2007 event where Guenter Lewy, ater is a nonprofit organization that the cemetery on the hill for the roots of “We found the store house full of
professor emeritus of political science combats hate, intolerance and dis-grass to eat.” men, carrying out sacks of flour,” she
at the University of Massachusetts, crimination through education, litiga- Desperation drove some people towrote back home.
told a Harvard University audience that tion and advocacy. The Intelligence cannibalism, Knox wrote. The men, from a village on the
the Turkish government at the time Reportis a quarterly investigative jour- Knoxwas assigned to help operateplains outside of Etchmiadzen, were
may have been guilty of ineptness andnal that tracks the activities of hate four orphanages in the town of Igdir. loading the flour onto ox carts.
“bungling misrule” — but not geno- groups and monitors militia and other She arrived there on Good Friday, April Knox ordered them to stop what
cide. Lewy, one of the most active extremist anti-government activity. 18. they were doing and to leave, using the
members of the network of academ-For more information, visit “The streets and market place Armenian word for hurry, “heide.”
ics, has made similar revisionist claims www.splcenter.org. swarmed with starving, ragged, vermin- “I pointed my small pistol at them
infested human creatures,” she wrote. — a gun in the hands of a woman, you
OSCE Issues Final Election Report She wrote in June of the death pf know — and they all ‘heided,” she later
one of her Red Cross co-workers, Edithwrote.
Continued frompage 1 ment,” the opposition said in a state- Winchester, who died of typhus after She was relieved when soldiers
ment. being bitten by an infected body louse. arrived. “If the men had tried to resist, it
port released by the observers repre- The statement said the observ- Knox also was bitten but didn't would have gone hard with us,” she
senting the Organization for Security ers’ initial conclusion that the presi- contract the disease. wrote.
and Cooperation in Europe concludeddential ballot was administered “mostly As American food aid reached the Knox finished her work in June
that serious irregularities witnessed by in accordance” with democratic stan- Armenian people, the situationimproved and then returned to the U.S. by way of
them after the closure of the polls dards only emboldened the authoritiesdramatically, and Knox was able to ap- Rome.

“devaluedthe overall election process.” to use lethal force against opposition preciate the beauty of Igdir, located in She later worked in the
“Thus the OSCE has effectively protesters. “Had the evaluations beenthe vicinity of “majestic, snow-crowned” Germantown Hospital at Philadelphia,

abandoned its previous evaluationsobjective right from the beginning, the Mount Ararat. where she taught nursing.

legitimizing Armenia’s recent presi- regime would not have dared to take

dential elections, something which the criminal step of slaughtering its Popular Movement Schedules First Rally

was demanded by the Popular Move-own people,” it claimed. .
Y P Peop Since Crackdown

Court Refuses To Reinstate Fired Diplomats Continued from page 1 However, the Popular Movement
. _ o N o insisted on Tuesday that the changes
Continued frompage 1 disseminating those political opinions forces and thousands of Ter-Petrosianare “cosmetic.” Its statement said the

by exploiting their positions, some- supporters protesting against official regime of Serzh Sarkisian has also
post-electoral processes,” the presid-thing which is forbidden by law,” he results of last February’s disputed failed to meet other demands of the
ing judge, Hovsep Bedevian, said, read-said. presidential election. The violence left PACE resolution such as the launch of
ing out the verdict. Karapetian claimed thattheirlaw- at |east ten people dead and nearly 20@n independent inquiry into the March
Bedevian said thatin issuing their Suit was rejected under pressure frompthers injured, leading to the 1 violence and the release of political
statement Karapetian and his colleaguedhe government and the Foreign Minis- The authorities maintained their prisoners.
acted “not as ordinary citizens.” “The try in particular. “I believe that the de facto ban on opposition protests Speaking at a news conference,
plaintiffs were relieved of their duties verdictis notfair,” he told RFE/RL. He after the end of emergency rule im- Zurabian would not say what the Ter-
not for having political opinions butfor said he is likely to appeal. posed for 20-days in the capital, by Petrosian-led opposition will do if the
enacting controversial amendments topolice again cordon off Liberty Square
Armenia’s law on public gatherings. and surrounding streets in the city cen-

WWW. maSSISWEE kly-Com Bowing to Western pressure, the Ar- ter. He said only that the opposition

menian parliament passed in the firstwould hold the authorities responsible

maSS|82@earthI|nk_ ne't reading last month a bill easing thosefor violent incidents that could occur

restrictions. on June 20.
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Governor George Deukmejian Receives Shoghlg Choir Of Armavir CaptivateSAUdienceS
Doctor of Laws Degree By Ani A. Janbazian popular songs such as, Araradyan Tashd

_ o (The Plains of Ararat), Adanaee Voghp
K X Armavir, a city just about a half- (Lament of Adana), Kamancha, Noubar
L. AN hour drive west from Yerevan, once was Noubar, Hoy Nar and Havadkes Chem
LREPR C #Iy the capital of Armeniain 331 B.C. during Moranah (I will not forget my faith). In
o "‘r 4 _ A > rl

K

,
a
:

the country’s first dynasty, the Orontid addition to the talents of the choir, the
Dynasty. Perhaps it is quite fitting that a program incorporated other treats for
humble and talented group of singers andhe audience: Mareta Kirakosyan per-
musicians known as Shoghig Choir, is formed a few solos as part of the pro-

5 3 Y: from this region of Armavir. This en- gram and possesses vocal cords that
2 '\ \ ; semble, like the city itself rich with his- reverberate mesmerizing rich tones in
. \ : . tory, performs those Armenian folk songs emotional songs such as Cheknegh Eem
: \ | of old, which resonate the stories andyergir (My Pretty Country), Groung
' spirit of the ancient homeland. (Crane), Giligya, Eem Ani and Kehnah

Shoghig Choir began as a small Groung (Go Crane). 18-year old Suren
children’s choir in 2000 at the Armenian Avoyan, another talented soloist of the
Evangelical Church in Armavir, Arme- group, was featured in the songs Arakil
a \ nia, under the direction of Rev. Garush (Stork) and Hye Aghchig (Armenian

L _ Antonyan, the Artistic Director of the girl). Accompanying the singers were

Former California Governor George Deukmejian, a champion for equca
tion and state law, was conferred an honorary Doctor of Laws degree oh M4
29 during the 2008 Commencement Exercises at California State Universit
Long Beach. Elected the 35governor of the state in 1982, Deukmejian
increased higher education funding by 90 percent during his two fourryea
terms. Included in the photo from left to right are CSU Board of Trugtees
member Peter Mehas, Deukmejian, CSU Board of Trustees member Georg
Gowgani, and CSULB President F. King Alexander.

Annie Totah Breaks All Records
Raises $2.25 Million For Cancer Center

Washington, D.C. Under the dy- Sibley Cancer Center."
namic and innovative leadership of com- Ambassador Brinker, the founder
munity leader and international healthcareof Susan G. Komen for the Cure, former
advocate Annie Totah, Sibley Memorial U.S. Ambassador to Hungary was hon- ,
Hospital's Seventh Annual Celebration ored with the Mars Family Quality Care -
of Hope & Progress Gala was an excep-Award for her exceptional contributions : u ;
tional celebration, achieving new levels in the field of cancer care and cure.  gnoghig Choir performing in Toronto
of excellence for the hospital, for its Farah Pahlavi was honored as a
supporters and for its patients. Farahdistinguished guest for her efforts in the choir and the pastor of the church, andthe haunting drones of the duduk played
Pahlavi, the wife of late Shah of Iran, and areas of social welfare, culture andthrough the years had talented singerspy Grigoryanwho joined in with Horovel
Ambassador Nancy G. Brinker were women's rights in her home country, come and go. The group, which used to(Farmer’'s Plowing Song) and other
among the distinguished honorees at-lran, and in healthcare advocacy in theperform during the church’s worship songs. After the intermission, the young
tending the Gala. United States where she and her familyservices, grew to become an ensembleyomen of the group entered the stage

Totah launched two new Awards have lived in exile since 1980. thatincorporated Armenian patriotic and dressed in breathtaking authentic Arme-
of Medical Excellence to be given to two Medical Oncologist Frederick P. folk songs as part of their repertoire andnijan folk dresses, elegantly dancing Ar-
eventually grabbed the attention of othermenian folk dances. Arus Antonyan,
Armenians. After powerful and unfor- daughter of Rev. Antonyan, came on
gettable performances throughout Ar- stage a few times during the program to
menia, Karabagh and France, the grouprecite Armenian poetry.
along with Rev. Antonyan and the choir After receiving buzzing positive
director, Mareta Kirakosyan, was in- responses following their performances
vited by the Armenian Missionary Asso- in Toronto and Montreal, the choir was
ciation of America (AMAA) in celebra-  asked to perform additional unplanned
tion of it's 90" anniversary, to give their encore concerts. The choir also visited
first concert tour in North America to and performed inlocal Armenian schools
benefit AMAA’s various children’s pro-  and Armenian old age homes throughout
grams in Armenia and Karabagh. Itis for Toronto, Montreal, Boston and northern
this reason that Shoghig Choir gener-New Jersey. Each performance gave a
ously gave their hearts and voices in theirtaste of favorite and unforgettable songs
performances in Toronto and Montreal and poetry of Armenia, which was wel-
(May 4 & 11 organized by the Armenian comed with much applause by the packed
Missionary Association of Canada and audiences. The singers and musicians
the local Armenian Evangelical Churches), of Shoghig Choir of Armavir take their
. _ ] in Boston (May 17 organized by the gifts and talents of music and perfor-
Annie Totah, Farah Pahlaviand Robert Sloane Armenian Children’s Milk Fund) and in  mance seriously just as they take their

northern New Jersey (May 18 organizedheritage seriously, which is evident not
individuals for their meritorious service Smith, M.D., received Sibley'sfirstMeri- by the AMAA’'s Summer Camp/Christ- only in their delivery, but also when they

in cancer care and cure. The awardgorious Service Award for his dedication mas Committee). are invited to perform additional encore
were named after June and Leonardto providing care and treatmentto oncol- The members of the group com- concerts. Shoghig Choir desires to hold
Abel, and the Mars Family. The event ogy patients. prise of sopranos Arusyak Aleksanyan,on to our Motherland’s rich roots and
was totally sold out and Totah made sure For his closing remarks, Robert Kristine Avetisyan; altos Vergine history through music and invites their
that the evening's program with its spe-Sloane, President and CEO of Sibley Aleksanyan, YeranouhiKalajyan; soloists gqudiences to embrace their love for Ar-
cial guests and honorees, and with theHospital said, "We are so fortunate to Suren Avoyan and Mareta Kirakosyan; menia and her surviving music, a lifeline
dynamic mistress of ceremonies, An- have Annie Totah chairour Annual Gala. duduk and zourna player Aghvan that unites all Armenians, those living in
drea Roane, of WUSA Channel- 9, wasHer energy and enthusiasm are contaGrigoryan; violin and keyboard player the Homeland and as part of the Diaspora.
truly a beautiful night to remember. gious! Her vision, style of execution and Vagharshak Grigoryan, with poetry reci- As Arousiak Alexanyan, the 18-year old
"It's been a privilege and an honor networking is impeccable, and she is antations by 12-year old Arus Antonyan, soprano of Shoghig Choir beautifully put
for me to chair Sibley's Seventh Annual inspiration to us all. She is truly a miracle who is the youngest member of theit: “When we sing, we’ll do everything
Celebration of Hope & Progress," said worker for having raised so successfully group. The programs began with apossible to pass the warmth of Armenia
Totah, "and I'm grateful to the Gala Host $2,225,000 for our Hospital's Cancer beautiful rendition of the Hayr Mehr (the and our warm sun to the audience. In our
Committee and to each and every one ofCenter. We are forever grateful to her." Lord's prayer in Armenian — Arthur thoughts we’'ll soar together like our
you for helping us raise $2.25 millionfor P.S. Annie Totah is a cancer survivor ~ Mechjian version) and included many cranes above Armenia’s high mountains.”
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network. We offer:
* Prescription Dirug Coverage

* Individual and Family Plans
* Plans for Small Businesses
» Dental Coverage

+ pedicare Supplement Plans

Authonzed Independent Agent
1B07 W GLENOAKS BLVD. #202
GLENDALE, CA 91201

(B18) 502-3233
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Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

= Life Iinsurance
By BT Live & Heokth Meumance Conmpary

= HSA-Compatible Plans

By BC Lite & Heatth msuranoes Compay

= Integrated Workers Compensation

B Emplopers Compenzabion nawance Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of yvour health care!

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

HARUTEEXCELHYE.COM £ Califarni
WWW_EXCELHYE.COM btk

CA Insurance The Power of Blue:
License #0B28270

Blee Cross of Caldomia (BOC) and BC Life & Health Imsurance Company (BCLAM| are
Independent Licensees of the Bue Cross Association (BCA)L The Power of Blue and the Blue
Cross name and symbaol are registered service marks of the BCA S 2005 BCC. CANTIG

=

BlueCross

~USNRU.T L
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The Armenian Teletime
Is Back On Channel 18

Not 1 Hour, Not 2 Hours, Not 3 Hours But 24 Hours Per Day
7 Days Per Week, Free

No Subscription Fee - Plus 40 Additional Channsl
For info call The Armenian Channel (818) 982-2400

%Mnnill Lynch

INVESTMENT BANKING
JACK KALANJIAN

Professional Financial Advisor

Conporate Center Pasadena
225 30, Lake Avenue
Fasadena, CA 91101
(6:26) 396-2825 Direct

(626) 3TE-4665 Fax
jack_kalanjlan@ml.com

“Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth”
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Yes, | wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Overseas

NAME: = mmm oo
AdAreSS: =--c-mmm e
City: --------- State:--------- Zip Code:------
Country: -------------
Tel f--mmmmmmmmmmm FaX | —-mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
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Utuynbtdptp 21, 2008

Armentan mdepemem.cﬂ Day FESTIVAL

To reserve your booth
please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
Otp ppuuljubpp wuuwhndiint hudup

NhnwAuijuligkp Unp Utpniun Uswlnipughtt Uhniphut

(818) 391-7938




